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PREFACE  TO  VOLUME  V. 


The  period  embraced  in  this  volume  is  from  June  1,  1779,  to 
July  10,  1780.     These  thirteen  months  were  fraught  with  the 
most  stirring  and  exciting  events.     The  atrocities  committed  by 
the  Indians  kept  the  settlers  along  the  widely  exx)oeed  frontier 
in  a  state  of  constant  apprehension.    The  principal  events  were: 
the  capture  of  Stony  Point  by  General  Wayne;  the  expedition 
of  General  Sullivan  to  chastise  the  troublesome  Indians;   the 
appointment  of  John  Jay  as  Minister  to  Spain;  the  transfer  of 
Vw  York's  western  territory  to  Congress,  for  the  common  good; 
and  the  return  of  General  Jjafayette,    who    brought    from  the 
FniicL  <rovernment  to  Washington  the  commission  of  Lieuten- 
ant tJrneral  and   Vice  Admiral  of  France. 

HUGH  HASTINGS, 

Sta4€  Historian. 
^^Tate  Capitol,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  November  6,  1901. 


; 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


MANUSCRIPT  VOLUME  VIII. 

PAQBB. 

Captain  Uriah  Drake's  Company  of  Exempts,  Ulster  County a-4 

General  McDougall  furnishes  Governor  Clinton  with  a  list  of  the 

enemy's  vessels  in  the  Hudson  River 4-6 

Robert  Benson  reports  all  quiet  at  Kingston 5 

Ookwel  Udny  Hay  disapproves  of  American  dispositions 5 

Governor  Clinton  goes  tx>  the  front — Is  willing  to  act  subordinate 
to  General  McDougall,  as  a  brigadier    in    the    Continental 

Line   e 

Congress  and  the  New  Hampshire  Grants — An  effort  made  to  pro- 
mote an  amicable  settlement  of  the  existing  differences 7-10 

Jtmes  Duane  and  the  new  tax — Doubtful   of    Its    success — He 

fears  General  Schuyler  has  hurt  his  cause 10-12 

Oolooel  Webb  expresses  disappointment  in  not  seeing  Governor 

Clinton  13-14 

A  return  of  the  Brigade  of  Militia  of  the  County  of  Dutchess 
under  the  command  of  Jacobus  Swartwout,  Colonel  Com- 
mandant    15 

Bation  returns  of  Associated  Exempts  at  Fishkill 10 

A   regimental    return    of    Colonel    Hardenbergh's    regiment    of 

Militia  10 

A  return  of  a  part  of  the  2d  regiment  of  Militia  from  Ulster 

County  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jacob  Newkirk..  17 

Petition  in  behalf  of  Jonas  Rumsey 17 

President  Jay  writes  to  Governor  Clinton  regarding  the  Vermont 

imbroglio  17-18 

Tbe  New  Hampshire  Grants  committee 18-19 

Joseph  Sackett  pleads  for  Jonas  Rum«ey 19 

Commissary  Elmendorph  establishes  a  depot  at  Marbletown 20 

Colonel  Maleom  reports  the  disposition  of  his  troops  in  the  High- 
lands   • 20-21 


X  Tablb  of  Contbmts. 

Oaptain  Dmifsj  reports  bis  coomuuid  too  wemk  tor  comfort. 2S-2S 

Ooloiid  Ludintoii's  regisMot  detached 2i 

Oolooel  UdD  J  Hay  condemiiB  Colons  Drake's  conduct  in  a  kocae 

matter 25-27 

A  return  of  Colonel  Hardenbergb's  regiment  of  Militfa 28 

Morning  returns  of  Exempts  in  tlie  Highlanda,  aider  GoTeiasr 

Clinton 2» 

A  regimental  retnm  of  Colonel  Lodlntnn's  regiment  of  Militia  in 

the  sUte  of  New  York 29 

A  retnm  of  tlie  2d  regiment  of  Militia  from  Ulster  Oonnty  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jacob  Newkiik 30 

A  retnm  of  the  regiment  belonging  to  Colonel  Hopkins 31 

GoTemor  Clinton  issoes  discretionary  orders  to  Colonel  Malcom. .  32 

GoTemor  Clinton  sends  instructions  to  Colons  Lndinton  to  harus 

the  enemy 32-34 

GoTemor  Clinton  notifies  General  McDoogall  of  his  dispositions. .      34-35 
Colonel  Van  Schaick  sends  inteUigefice  to  General  James  CUnton 

of  the  intentions  of  central  New  York  Indians 35-36 

A  retnm  of  a  detachment  of  Colonel  Allison's  regiment  ordered 

to  West  Point 37 

A  return  of  part  of  the  Brigade  of  Militia  of  the  County  of 
Dutchess,    commanded    by    CokMiri    Commandant    Jacobus 

Swartwout 38 

General  McDougall  to  Goremor  Clinton  regarding  military  dis- 
positions    38 

Papers  relating  to  a  ferry  on  the  Mohawk,  at  Half  Moon 38-40 

A  return  oT  Ookmri  Hanlenbefgh*s  regiment  of  Milttia 41 

A  retum  of  part  of  the  Brigade  of  Militia  of  the  County  of 
Dutchess    commanded     by     Colonri   Commandant   Jacolms 

Swartwout 42--i3 

General  return  of  the  regiment  of  Associated  Exempts  under  the 

command  of  His  Excellency  Goremor  Clinton 44 

A  return  of  part  of  the  Bri^rade  of  Militia  of  the  County  of 
Dutchess  commauded  by  Colonel  Commandant  Jacobus 
Swartwout 45 


Tablb  op  Contents.  xI 

PAQES. 

General  Parsons  unable  to  control  hia  command  either  by  numbers 

or  Uy  orders 46-47 

Samuel  IVywnaend  obtains  permission  to  seiae  wheat  summarily.      47-48- 

General  McDougall  notifies  the  Governor  that  Washington  wishes 

an  interview  at  West  Point  the  next  day 48-49^ 

Colonel  Malcom  urges  the  dismissal  of  the  Militia  for  iK^itical 

reasons 49-50^ 

Activity  of  *ho  enemy-— Ctolonel  Woodhull  reports  on  the  worit 

of  fortifying  VerplanlLs  and  Stony  Points 50-51 

The  Ck>nnecticut  Militia  dismissed,  but  ordered  to  be  prepared  to 

march  at  a  moment's  warning 51-52 

The   Vermont    controversy — Governor  Clinton  writes  to  Egbert 

Benson  and  the  Cumberland  committee  on  the  subject. .....      52-54 

Civil  war  cloud  on  the  New  York  horizon — Governor  Clinton  dis- 
satisfied with  the  inaction  and  injustice  of  Congress  toward 
New  York  in  the  Vermont  affair 64-57 

Crovemor  Clinton  writes  a  forcible  letter  to  the  New  York  dele- 
gates in  Congress  on  the  same  subject 58-59^ 

To  vindicaite  New  York's  honor — The  Governor  notifies  Wash- 
ington of  his  determination  to  take  the  field  against  the 
Vermont  blusterers 59-61 

Governor  ClintJon  to  General  McDougall  relative  to  military  dis- 
positions near  West  Point 61-62 

Gerrit  Groesbeck's  vouchers  for  the  distribution  of  £250  among 

the  frontier  sufferers  as  received  by  him  from  Major  Lush. .      62-63 

The  situation  becoming  critical — The  sentiment  for  independence  ' 

eviAently  growing  in  Vermont  in  spite  of  New  York's  hostility 
to  it 63-65 

Importanrt  but  exaggerated  news  from  South  Carolina 65-66 

Regimental  return  of  the  Associated  Exempts  under  the  command 

of  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton 67 

Civil  war  imminent — Ethan  Allen  hurls  defiance  at  Governor 
Clintxm — Three  thousand  fighting  men,  two-thirds  of  whom 
are  reported  to  be  willing  to  take  arms  against  New  York. .      67-70 

Returns  of  delinquents  in  Colonel  Hopkins'  regiment,  with  lists 

of  such  as  are  Whigs,  neutrals  or  doubtful,  and  Tories 71-74 


jdi  Table  of  Contexts. 

PAOBS. 

Betmn  of  the  Levies  comnuinded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Albert 

Pawling  raised  for  the  defence  of  tbe  frontfen  and  stationed 

extending    from    Pienpack    to    Great  Shandaken.  In  Ulstor 

County  W 

GoTemor  Clinton  to  General  Washington 76 

Tbe  enemy's  operations  In  Westcbester T6 

Beacob  erected  in  tbe  Higblands  and  on  tbe  bills  north  of  Fiah- 

kUl   76-77 

Relating  to  William  Haley,  a  serranC 77 

Tbe  state's  proTisions  for  tbe  families  of  soldiers 77-73 

An  anonymous  letter  touching  tbe  strength  of  the  Indians  and 

Tories  and  their  methods 78-7» 

GoTemor  Clinton's  measures  for  tbe  protection  of  Westcbestw 

County  7^-«0 

The  Govenior  notifies  General  McDougall  of  bis  dispositions 80-^1 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Pawling  on  regimental  affairs 81-82 

Tbe  Sullivan  expedition  under  way — General  James  Clinton  leaves 

Albany  for  tbe  front — His  final  arrangements  for  bis  family.       82-84 

The  real  polities  of  tbe  Vermont  situation 84-65 

Continuation  of  rumors  from  the  south 85-86 

General  .Tamos  Clinton  notifies  his  brother  of  the  preparations 

made  for  the  Sullivan  expedition 86-87 

System  of  signals  for  the  posts  in  the  Highlands 87-88 

Messrs.  Jay  and  Duan(e*s  reply  to  Governor  Clinton*s  letter  on 

the  Vermont  question 89-90 

Du  Simiti^re  writes  an  entertaining  letter  to  the  Governor 96-92 

Commissary  Town^end's  efforts  to  collect  wheat  in  Westchester 

County   02-03 

The  Vermont  dispute — Governor  Clinton's  frank  admissions  to 

John  Jay — The  responsibility  of  Congress 96-95 

General  Gro<^n«''s  account  of  the  affair  at  Charleston,  South  Caio- 

*i"a    95_97 

The   Coii?n»'<-<:Mniil   coininitUM?  api»eals   to   the  patriotism   of  the 

rel>ellious  Vermunters  97-98 

Tile  New  Yi>rk  Legislature  not  to  convene  before  August 99 


Table  of  CJontents.  xiii 

PAOBS. 

The  Vermont  dispute,  the  enemy  along  the  Hudson,  the  Legisla- 
ture and  domestic  a fPa Irs—George  Clinton  to  James  Duane. .     8^101 

The  Legislature  to  meet  after  the  harvest  is  gathered 101 

The  Governor  acknowledges  communications  from  John  Jay 102 

Judge  Wynkoop  writes  of  flour  purchased  for  the  Commissary 

.  Department  102 

Money  wanted  immediately — General  Greene  requests  Governor 
Clinton  to  make  a  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars — ^The 
Governor  declines    103-104 

Account  of  flour  purchased  by  Major  Hendrick  Wyckoff  in  June, 

1779 105 

Hendrick  WyckofTs  returns  of  flour  seized  in  June,  1779 106 

Returns  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Albert  Pawling's  rogiment  of  new 

Levies 107 

The  Vermont  complication — Micah  Townsend  of  the  opinion  that 

further  delay  will  benefit  the  new  state 108-119 

Massachusetts  asks  for  flour  that  was  seized  by  New  York 120 

Colonel  Ilay  relative  to  quartermaster  supplies,  and  a  guard  for 

the  beacon — G<»vtTnor  Clinton's  reply 120-121 

James  Clinton  reports  progress — Summary    fate    of    Lit'utmant 

Ilare  and  Sergeant  Newberry  who  were  treated  as  spies. .. .  122-123 

The   Massachusetts   Board   of  War  asks  for  tlie  release?  of  the 

flour  seized  In  Dutchess  County 124-125 

Colonel  Peter  Van  Ness'  certificate  as  to  money  colioctinJ  of  the 

officers  and  exempts  of  liis  n'glment 125-127 

A  complicated  financial  transaction 127 

Captain  Ilallett  ordered  to  tiiko  comnianrl  of  the  Lcjvies  iletalled 

for  the  defence  of  Westchester  County 127-128 

Judires'  n>port  to  Governor  Clinton  of  the  capital  conviction  and 
sentence,  at  the  late  Oyer  and  Terminer  in  Ulster  County,  of 
Ja*».  Brown,  William  McCrany  and  Jonah  WcmmI— With  the 
pai>er9  relating  to  the  pardon  of  Brown  and  McCrany 12S 

Colonel  Ludinton  dismisses  his  regiment  and  praises  his  com- 
mand highly 128-120 

General  Sullivan  to  James  Clinton 129 


xiv  Table  op  Contexts. 

Governor  Clii¥ton  places  conditions    on    the   exchange    of    Mrs. 

MacDonell 120-131 

Steuben  sends  a  copy  of  his  reflations  to  Governor  Clinton. . . .  181-132 
Vermont's  claim  to  statehood — Ira  Allen  presents  her  case  in  a 

clear  and  exhaustive  addre^ 182-143 

Zachariah  Frigler  to  Governor  Clinton — Petition  fop  release  from 

prison  141 

Governor  Clinton  places  the  responsibility  for  the  flour  seized 

upon  the  Massachusetts  agent 143-145 

Colonel    Hay    desires    information    relative    to    Van    Tassel,    a 

prisoner   145-1411 

Funds  for  frontier  sufferers 146-147 

Interceding  for  Jonah  Wood,  under  sentence  of  death 147-148 

The  Sullivan  expedition — Failure  to  receive  commissary  supplies 

delays  the  advance — General  Sullivan's  apprehensions 14S-15U 

A  raid  on  Minisink — Albert  Pawling  asl^s  for  and  receives  instnic- 

tione   150-151 

Washington  commends  Colonel  Fleury  and  indorses  his  applica- 
tion for  a  furlough 152-lo6 

The  friends  of  New  York  in  Vermont  show  signs  of  despondency.  15G-158 

Outrages  committed  in  Westchester  County  by  refugees 158-160 

The  affair  at  Minisink — Governor  Clinton's  instructions  to  Colonel 

Pawling 160-161 

Certificate  for  exchange  of  Johannes  Snedeker  for  Justice  Hewlit.  161 

Tlie  destruction  of  Minisink — Evidence  furnished  that  Brant  led 

the  party — The  damage  done 102-161 

(;<»v(»rnor  Clinton  to  General  James  Clinton,  with  account  of  the 

(U^struction  of  Minisink  by  Brant  and  his  party 161  ^ 

Governor  (Minion  to  I>r.  Ker — I>elny  of  the  Sullivan  expedition 

rt»siK>ii**iblo  for  tlie  exposed  condition  of  our  frontier 164-166 

Oliver  Wolccjtt  intorctKles  for  a  ijrisouer  wlio  was  captured  "going 

to  the  enemy'* 166-167 

Return  of  the  Ix^vles  fumlslied  by  General  Ten  Bro<H*k's  l>rigade.  167 

Returns  of  fiour  purchased  in  July  l>y  Major  Wyckoff 168 

Return  of  flour  seized  l>y  Major  Wyckoff  in  July 16d  "^ 


Table  op  Contents.  xy 

PAGES. 

Petition  from  Newbnrgh,  &c.,  for  pai*don  of  Joseph  Brown  and 

WiUiam   McOrany    170 

Petition  of  John  K»than  of  Fulham,  Cumberland  County,  Ver- 
mont    170-171 

Judge  Yates  reports  the  conviction  and  sentence  of  John  Oittimon 

for  robbery   171 

Hilkiah  Grout  fined  by  the  superior  court  of  Vermont 172 

Henry  Remsen  writes  to  Governor  Clinton — His  strong  recom- 
mendation for  his  brother-in-law  as  a  L>oan  Commissioner 173-174 

Ethan  Allen  prepares  for  war  against  New  York 175 

Return  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Albert  Pawling's  Levies 17G 

Sullivan  under  way  at  last — Notifies  General  Washington — Sends 

instructkms  to  General  James  Clinton 177-178 

Tryon  County  petitions  against  roving  bands  (jf  Indiana 178-179 

George  to  James  Clinton — ^The  Minlsinlc  affair,  Sullivan's  march- 
ing orders  to  the  General  and  other  topics  of  importance 180-181 

Colonel  Albert  Pawling*s  marching  orders — Crovenior  Clinton's 
comprehensive  grasp  of  the  situation — His  pn»cautIonary  sug- 
gestions      181-183 

James  Clinton  confident  of  tlie  success  of  liIs  exiiedition 183 

Governor  Trumbull  introduces  Dr.  Hodges  to  fJovcrnor  Clinton. .  184 

A  pass  for  Peter  Snclcet 184 

Petition  in  favor  of  John  Signum,  under  condemnation  at  Albany.  184 

Tbe  troubles  of  Thomas  Menzles — Held  a  prisoner  for  three  years, 
his  property  appropriated  by  the  troops,  indemnity  refused 

him — And  all  for  declaring  allegiance  to  the  Crown 184-187 

James  Willilnson  announces  his  appointment  as  Clotliior  General.   187-18S 
Progress  of  Sullivan*s  expedition — James  Clinton   amused   over 
certain    falsehoods    propagated    and    disseminated    l)y    the 

enemy 188-190 

In  regard  to  flour  for  the  state 190-191 

An  order  to  state  agents  tx>  deliver  flour  to  Commissary  Cuyier. .  101 

Governor  Clinton   writes   to  Washington    relative   to   tlie  orders 

Colonel  Pawling  received  for  the  Sullivan  expodiriou 191-192 

The  case  of  John  Douglass,  prlvateersnian 193 


XTi  Table  of  Contbkts. 

Relative  to  the  exchange  of  citizens — Correspondence  between 

Governor  Clinton  and  General  Robert  Howe  on  this  subject. .  194- 
John  Jay  resigns  as  Chief  Justice — Determined  to  retire  to  pri- 
vate life — But  will  not  shrink  from  hifl  duties  as  a  citizen — 

Compliments  for  Governor  Clinton 19S- 

Colonel  John  Lamb,  outranked  by  Coloikel  Crane,  desires  to  re- 
sign from  the  service 199- 

General    order    for    uniforms — With  the  facings  to  distinguish 

troops  from  the  different  states 201- 

Govemor  Livingston  of  New  Jersey  returns  thanks  to  Governor 

Clinton  for  a  copy  of  the  constitution  of  New  York 

Alexander  Hamilton's  facetious  letter  introducing  an  old  woman 

to  Governor  Clinton 203- 

The  Legislature  in  session — Governor  Clinton's  address — Condi- 
tion of  the  state — Financial  complications  and  embarrass- 
ments   205- 

Colonel  Beatty  requests  the  Governor  to  supply  him  with  informa- 
tion concerning  Ensign  Leggett  and  Colonel  Thomas 211- 

The  case  of  Colonel  John  Lamb— Governor  Clinton  submits  the 
matter  to  President  Jay  and  requests  his  influence  in  Colonel 

Lamb's  l>ehalf 213- 

Hardships  for  our  prisoners — Technicalities  and  red  tape  deprive 

them  of  the  society  of  their  families 214- 

Relating  to  the  State  Clothier 

Relative  to  the  Loan  Commissionersbip 216- 

Colonel  Van  Schaick  requested  to  make  inquiry  regarding  the  fate 

of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Minisink 

^  Similar  request  made  of  General  Schuyler 

^'^^mlssary  Wadsworth  apprehensive  of  a  flour  famine 218- 

^lonel  Pawling's  vouchers  for  money  disbursed  among  indigent 

families  on  the  frontiers 219- 

^vemor  Clinton's  reasons  for  ii«»t  ox<liaiiging  Mrs.  MacDonell..  220- 
>raft  cartel  for  the  exchanjre  of  Mrs.  M«Farivii  and  others  for 

Mrs.    Mitchell  and  others 222 

US  to  flour  for  the  army 


Table  of  Contents.  xvii 

PAOBS. 

Its  Brant  at  Newtown — James  Clinton's  modest  and 
asive  report  of  the  battle — A  well-planned  and  well- 
air  224-242 

»r's  description  of  the  battle 242-243 

h  brings  the  Westchester  depredations  to  Washing- 

?e  243-244 

ng  fails  to  form  a  junction  with  General  Clinton..  244-248 
beat  and  flour,  purchased  by  Hendrick  Wyckoff  In 

779    249 

I  brings  serious  charges  against  Grant  and  Menzies.  250-251 

lested  to  withhold  his  resignation  for  a  time 251 

ng's  reasons  for  his  failure  to  join  General  Clinton.  252-253 
nbabitants  petition  for  relief  against  plunderers...  253-254 
es   supplements    tlie    charges    against    Grant    and 

2o4-256 

Senate  to  Governor  Clinton's  speech 250-25S 

submits  important  communications  to  the  Legisla- 

259 

I  dt'lioat«.»ly  rol)ulveil  i)y  the  Oovoruor  for  dismissing 

inau   200 

ipliineiited  by  tlio  L(\t:islature 201 

ntun   f-xpn^ssfs  rociprocal  felicitations  to  the  Legis- 

201-202 

1   S^irato^a  for  a  permit  to  tal^e  flour  to  Boston  to 

•alt    202 

iliM  Asst'mljly  to  tlii?  Cioveruor's  address 202-264 

:  lays  the  salt  proposition  before  the  Lei^islature.  ...   2<U-205 

»>tiou  of  supplyiuLT  tlie  army  with  flour 205-200 

r  a^ain   addresses    the  Assembly 200-207 

rori«-s  continue  their  depredations  along  the  Mohawk 
267-20S 

to  excliaugo  Lieutenant  Drummond  for  Lieut^uaoit 

268 

:toD  submits  several  p2'opositions  to  the  Legislature.  269 

e  exchange  of  eitizt-as  to  the   northward 200-270 


Tablb  of  Contents. 

Ciirson  asks  for  restitution  for  arms  and  amnmnltloa  eap- 

•ed  by  a  British  privateer 270-272 

)n  in  behalf  of  Christian  Becker's  son,  Rhinebeck  Precinet.  272 

m  Morison  makes  application  that  his  wife  and  chUdren  be 

orwarded  to  New  York 272-2731 

p  Schnjler  to  Governor  Clinton,  rdative  to  matters  on  tbe 

frontier 27^274 

inians  petition  for  Dr.  Van  Dyck*s  return 274 

inmber  of  women  and  children  sent  through  the  lines  to  tlie 

enemy   271^ 

•s.  Tnttle  allowed  to  pass  to  Canada 275 

jkvemor  Clinton  soireests  to  l^neral  Schuyler  tbe  exchange  of 

the  Campbell  family  for  the  Tuthill  family 27$ 

*o  shut  off  i\>mmunication  between  the  disaffected    and    their 

friemlei,  the  enemy 276-277 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Pawllng's  return  of  State  Levies 27$ 

Captain  Hallett  captures  two  borse  thieves 279 

Governor  Ctinton  vetoes  tbe  reninest  of  ColonW  Robinson  for  tbe 

Morison  family 27»<2» 

Tbe  Governor  denies  tbe  request  of  Margaret  Crooke  to  visit  ber 

father 280-281 

Henry  Wisaer  requests  a  guard  for  Minisink 2S1-282 

Tbe    tn>vemor    lays    befofe    tbe    Legislature  additional  acts  of 

Congress   282-28f 

Tbe  depreciate^l  currency — Massacbu«<ts  suggests  a  convention 

at  Hart  fold  to  consider  tbe  findUK^ial  v\MnplicatioQS 2S^2t 

Jotba  Jay  as  minister  to  $|«in — His  wise  sagges«i«o&$  tondiing 

tbe  monienK>tts  questions  under  vxwssadipfmtion 2S&-i 

OapuUn  Wooil  vMtxWred  ^^  guard  Min&Onk 2W- 

^^vereier  iTjic%«c  s^xwaiis^^  beorsy  v*\xs;<^f:itt^'n  w::iL  Kvnr  aIL«« 28C- 

t-tciLratA-c*  yy(  th-^  rfxHir  <ir;H*^   l*^ — i\HKttac»«jirT    F^=.Dt  oC  tbe 

iiLcrii  -w  %>vk-  2fc 

Itecttra  %.-^  i-.^rir  Att»i  xk:.-<i':  ;".*.-' -^tji^j-vI     -     S?-; 'i'^.  :•«•.   ITTV.   by 
H*c<ir--jiL  \VTsri>.><?   ... 


Table  of  Contents.  xix 

PAOEB. 

The  ca«e  of  Samuel  Hake — He  claims  he  was  betrayed  by  John 

R.  Livingston— Letters  to  establish  his  character 297-300 

Several  messages  from  Governor  Clinton  to  the  Legislature 300-301 

Congress  takes  action  on  the  Vermont  dispute 901-302 

Flour  and  salt  supply 302-303 

Tryon    County's    exposed    condition — Governor    Clinton    notifles 
officers  who  petition,  that  they  must  rely   upon   their  own 

Militia 30*-306 

Governor  Clinton  urges  the  governors  of  New  Jersey  and  Con- 
necticut to  cooperate  in  suppressing  bands  of  plunderers 30fr-307 

Governor  Clinton  to  the  Legislature 307 

The  troublesome  question  of  exchanging  women 307-306 

Gouverneur  Morris  defeated — Governor  Clinton  extends  congratu- 
lations and  best  wishes  to  John  Jay 309-^310 

Orders  for  the  ships  Montgomery  and  Congress  in  the  Highlands. .  310-311 
Suggestions  from  John  Jay — Names  Schenectady  for  the  capital 
of  the  state — First  proposition  to  cede  New  York  state  lands 

west  of  Niagara  to  the  general  government 311-315 

Dr.  Vach's  modest  bill 315 

Congress,  finance  and  taxation 315-31G 

Governor  Clinton  announces  to  the  lycgislature  the  appointment 

of  John  Jay  as  minister  to  Spain 316-317 

Governor  Clinton  writes  to  General  Washington    and    promises 

hearty  cooperation 317-318 

The  Commissary  General  and  the  supply  of  flour  for  the  army — 

Governor  Clinton's  reply 318-319 

One  ton  of  powder  ordered  for  the  militia 310-320 

Privileges  refused  to  Tory  families  until  women  and  children  cap- 
tured at  Cherry  Valley  and  on  the  frontier  are  returned 320 

Return  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Albert  Pawling's  new  Levies 321 

Estimate  of  militia  forces  to  cooperate  with  General  Washington 

for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 322 

Funher  messages  from  Congress  to  the  L<'gislature 323 

Thursday,  De<eniber  ninth,  selected  as  a  day  of  Thanksgiving 324 

General  Knox  removes  troops  who  were  encamped  on  (Jovenior 

Clinton's  farm 325 


yy 


Table  of  CJontents. 


L 


PAOBl. 

Its  five  agents  to  present  her  claims  to  Congress 

ition  to  statehood 825-826      §^ 

Office  takes  measures  to  guard  against  counterfeit  '^^ 

82^-827        !<i« 

ficers  poorly  clad — Colonel  Marinus  Willett  appeals  Hijf 

overnor  to  correct  a  manifest  wrong 827-829        teJr. 

imors  from  the  frontier — Colonel  Van  Dyck  reports  to  '» 

Van  Schaick    that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  had  a»ij 

ed  before  Oswego  82^-881        ciFsj 

Ollnton  lays  the  reports  before  the  Commander-in-chief.  881-882        ii^\ 
ments  ordered  to  reinforce  General  Ten  Broeck  If  the 

n  uprising  rumors  be  true 332-383 

:  Clinton  sees  no  immediate  necessity  for  putting  arms 

the  hands  of  the  militia 338-334 

Schuyler  receives  his  certificate  of  appointment  as  dele- 
to  Congress 381-336 

Ing  state-land  warrants  until  the  war  ends 83S-387 

^ane  on  Congressional  matters  and  the  Vermont  dispute.  337-838 

from  Phoebe  Campbell 838-339 

>f  the  five  Continental  battalions  raised  under  the  direc- 

of  New  York 340 

from  the  inhabitants  of  Deer  Park,  Ulster  County,  for 

ection 341 

of  camp  equipage 342 

r  Clinton  makes  acknowledgment  of  a  number  of  official 

rs 343 

Hallett  commissiuned    as    a  dragoon    and   asks  to    be 

ved  of  liis  present  command 3-H 

ill  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Hay  for  instructions 344-34' 

of  Sei-oud   Brigade 31 

WiUou  ordcrtHl  on  i>rovost  marshal  duty 3 

^^-'■'^th'^ 2 

■  -  "^'oiiUKS 


Table  of  Contents.  xxi 

PAGB8. 

Governor  Clinton  to  General  Robert  Howe 351-352 

Major  Wynkoop  applies  for  a  furlough 352 

A  return  of  arms  wanting  to  complete  Colonel  Piatt's  Exempts. .  352 

Return  of  Colonel  Platf  s  Exempts 353 

Returns  of  the  First  Brigade 364 

I>ewi8  Morris  Jr..  makes  a  request  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Johnson  and 

her  daughter 355 

State  prisoners  delivered  to  the  Governor 355 

Return  of  the  First  Brigade— Militia  in  actual  service 356 

Return  of  Second  Brigade 357 

Return  of  Exempts  in  actual  service 358 

Return  of  the  Militia  In  service 359 

A  number  of  flag  permits  issued  by  the  English  General,  Patti- 

son   800-861 

Allan  MacDonell  and  Hugh  Eraser  iterate  a  request  for  their 

families  to  join  them  in  New  York 861 

Colonel  Ward  directe<l  to  detail  a  muster  master  for  the  Militia. .  362 

Return  of  Exempts 302 

Return  of  Second   Brigade 363 

General  Pattison  Issues  a  number  of  permits 364 

Return  of  General  Ten  Broeck's  Brigade 365 

Return  of  Militia  stationed  at  Palmertown,  Fort  Edward  iS:c 300 

Receipts  for  the  moneys  on  the  sale  of  Hake's  goods 367-308 

Dr.  Lawrence  vouched  for  by  William  Worth ington 308-369 

Lieutenant  Beldlug  notifies  Captain  Mitchell  of  the  arrival  of  his 

wife  with  a  flag 370 

Captain  Youngs  obtains  his  parole 370 

Dr.  Treat  desires  to  transport  two  mischievous  Tory  women 370-371 

Juhn  Morin  Scott  requests  courtesies  for  Mr.  Callow's  daughter 

and  her  children 371-372 

A  petition  favoring  Samuel  Hake 372 

Hugh  Dobbin  attempts  to  establish  a  character  for  himself 373 

Lieutenant  Belding  unable    to    obey    Governor  Clinton's  orders 

wltliout  breaking  those  he  received  from  (General  Heath 373-374 

Governor  Clinton  gives  further  iusiructious  to  Lieutenant  Belding 

In  regard  to  flag  privileges 374-375 


xxii  Table  of  CJoxtexts. 

PAOKS. 

WlllUtm  Denning  presames  on  the  GoTernor's  friendship  to  take 

an  official  liberty 876 

Articles  from  New  York  by  flag 376 

The   Governor   mildly   rebukes   William    Denning   for   his   pre- 

smnption  In  the  flag  matter 377 

Vincent  Mathews  asks  for  priTileges,  under  a  flag 377-378 

'  More  rigid  restrictions  placed  upon  flags  to  prevent  abuses %  37^-379 

Francis  Fllkin  vouches  for  Martha  Bethel 370 

Copy  of  a  letter  signed  In  cypher,  touching  existing  British  ideas 

of  the  war  between  England  and  America 370-381 

In  relation  to  Captain  Close,  captured  by  the  British 381 

Disastrous  depreciation  of  currency — Cbancelior  Livingston  sug- 
gests a  plan  regarding  the  disposal  of  our  western  lands  by 
which  the  state  will  secure  Niagara  and  the  navigation  of 
Lake  Ontario 382-^383 

Captain  Price's  muster  roll  and  exemptions  given  by  General  Ten 

Broeck 383-385 

Instructions  for  Philip  Pell,  Esqr.,  Commissary  of  state  prisoners.  385-387 

Other  permits  requested 387 

Petition  from  Mary  Bobbit  and  Lois  Lester  for  permission  to  Join 

their  husbands  on  Long  Island 387 

A  proposition  that  General  Silliman  be  exchanged  for  the  Tory 

Judge.  Jones   387-388 

The  Governor  declines  to  grant  a  favor  to  Charles  Moore  and 

assigns  reasons  388-390 

Abuses  of  the  flag — Washington  loaves  the  determination  of  the 

business  to  (tovemor  Clinton 300-301 

Promises  to  cooperate  with  Heath — Governor  Clinton  writes  of 
beacons,  signals  and  the  "pernicious  practice"  of  abusing  flag 
privileges 391^-304 

Massachusetts  and  the  Vermont  4lisi>ute — Importance  of  the  con- 
troversy to  the  f(>rin<T  whirh  would  hav»»  i>ref«*rrtHl  to  defer 
the  matter  until  the  restoration  of  i>eace i»94-31l6 

£scai>e  of  all  [irlsontTs  from  i:aol.   remh-rs  tht»  holding  of  court 

unneei^sary 3J>ft 


Tablb  of  Contents.  xxiii 

PAQBB. 

Troops  eight  days  without  bread — General  Heath  fears  mutiny — 
The  Governor  charges  the  faimine  to  drought.  He  promises 
bis  assistance  to  improve  the  situation 306-^99 

Mrs.  Van  Buren  SLSk^  permission  to  Join  her  husband  In  New  York  399 

Oovemor  Clinton  urges  promptness  in  supplying  the  troops  with 

flour 390-iOO 

Mrs.  Huyck's  petition  to  obtain  important  papers  loft  in  New  York 

by  her  deceased  husband 400 

On  the  lookout  for  Huddleston,  a  dangerous  character 401 

Vriah  Mitx^hell  asks  to  have  the  wife  of  one  of  his  clerks  brought 

from  New  York 402 

The  town  officers  of  BYedericksburgh  make  a  request  in  behalf  of 

Charlee  Theall's  wife : 402 

Mrs.  Lockwood  wishes  to  join  her  hu-sband  In  New  York 402 

Peter  R.  Ludlow's  parole 402 

Judge  Miorrls  to  Governor  Olinton  in  regard  to  the  escaped  pris- 
oners    403 

MacDonell  and  Eraser's  request  denied — Governor  Clinton  uses 
plain  and  forcible  language  in  dwlaring  liis  attitude  toward 
them    403-i04 

Major  John  Small  writes  to  the  Governor  in  the  interest  of  Mrs. 

MacDonell  and  Mre.  Eraser 404-405 

Colonel  Van  Si'haick  assists  Thomas  Bently.  wlio  reports  liavlng 

escaped  from  the  enemy  in  Canada 405^406 

Joshua  Barnes  described  as  a  dangerous  person  and  rhargttl  with 

treason   406 

The  MLsses  Fargie  i»etition  for  their  inheritance 406-407 

William  Floyd  indicates  the  disinclination  of  Congress  to  compen- 
sate New  York 44)T-4(i8 

Major  Robiihson  advises  that  tlio  Pears  families  be  perniittiNl  to  go 

to  New  York 409 

Permit  to  Galop  Green  to  bring  his  wife  and  family  to  Morrisania.  409 

Permission  granted  to  William  Right's  family  to  go  within  the 

British  lines  410 

John  Cruger  asks  i>ermission  to  send  to  New  York  for  necessaries 

for  his  family 410 


xxiv  Table  of  Contents. 

PAOHL 

John  Tillman  of  the  Hide  Department  complains  to  Goremor  Clin- 
ton of  Major  Hetfield's  ill-usage 411-412 

Injustice  to  Captain   Ballard.     Accused   of  felony  for  arresting 
Tories  and  confiscating  their  propertj- — Washington  submits 

the  matter  to  Clinton ." 41Z-41A 

Mrs.  Van  Aistyne  anxious  to  join  her  husband  In  New  York 418-419 

The  GoTernor  can  make  no  exc<»ption  in  the  case  of  John  Cmger. .  4119 

The  case  of  Pilot  Bise 419-420 

Congress  lays  an  embargo  and  urges  punctual  compliance  on  the 

part  of  the  states 42(M21 

Colonel  Pawiing's  command  in  mutiny.  General  Ileath  in  doubt 
as  to  the  extent  of  punishment  beiause  of  the  provocation  due 

to  scarcity  of  food  421-422 

Arrival  of  the  flag  with  Mr.  Cummings  and  the  Sands  family 422-42S 

General  Heath  suggests  the  abandonment  of  the  beacons  on  the 

mountain  tops  during  severe  winter  months 423-42^ 

Congress  to  leave  Philadelphia.     Ruinous  cost  of  living — Critical 

condition  of  our  finances — Dismal  outloolv  for  the  future 424-426 

Governor  Clinton  summons  the  commissaries  to  an   immediate 

conference  on  the  flour  supply 426-427 

General  Washington  issues  emergency  orders  to  General  Heath..  427-42S 
Governor  Clinton  gravely  concerned  over  the  prospects  of  secur- 
ing flour — The  legislature  soon  to  meet 429-IS9 

Obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  food  supply.  Farmers  obtaining 
higher  prices  in  the  Soutlieru  states — Object  to  time  pay- 
ments because  of  depreciation  of  currency — A  substitute  pro- 
posed for  wheat  bread 430-181 

Commissary  Reed  rectifies  an  error  in  his  estimate  of  the  amount 

of  wheat  on  liand 4S2 

Christopher  Kortz  gives  a  £2.(XK)  bind  for  John  Kortz 488- 

The  eDt.'iiiy\  suspicious  niovenunts.  In  compliance  with  orders 
from  \Vasliiui:!<»n.  General  Ileaili  restores  the  bi^ioons — The 

rlnur  an.l  fiair  pmblt-nis 433-&KSi 

Charles  Phelps  and  the  Vermont  dispute.  He  writes  lengthy  com- 
munications h)  (ioverui)r  Clinton  and  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gress    43G— *3 


Table  of  Contents.  xxv 

PAOBS. 

s  for  the  army  diverted  to  the  enemy 43S-439 

:>f  the  expenditure  of  £3,000  granted  by  the  Legislature 

i  indigent  families  on  the  frontiers 439 

►f  Long  Island  refugees  to  export  flour  and  grain 43&-440 

MANUSCRIPT  VOLUME  IX. 

ohn  Lamb  brings  to    Governor    Clinton's    attention    a 
ition  of  Congress  respecting  wood  cut    on    the    Moore 

441 

g  the  cases  of  Snedeker  and  Teller 442 

Jon  very  distressing.    Three  feet  of  snow  on  the  ground, 
frozen  up.  troops  suffering  for  food,  with  supplies  low 

rices  high 443^45 

Clinton  writes  to  Chaueeilor  Livingston  on  several  im- 

it  subjects  445-460 

ry  of  Prisoners  Skinner  embarrassed 450-451 

s  suffering  for  clothing 451 

Colonel  Cautino's  regiment  of  militia,  Ulster  County..  451-452 
'op  tiles  a   memorial  with  tlie  Governor  and  the  Legis- 

452-453 

lulirioii  of  the  army.     Congress  appeals  to  the  Northern 

at  the   sii^jLcestion  of  Washington  on  information  sup- 

l*y  subonlinatos  relative  to  the  scarcity  of  food 453-15S 

Ulison     aud     McClaghry.    prisoners    of    war,    on    Long 

.  reeommeud   James  Ludlow  for  the  army 458-45'J 

nd    Lesfislative  aCfairs 459-4G0 

ur  the  troops — Captain  Black's  pay  inadequate 4U0 

f  Cdoiiel   Hatfield,     ills  conquerors  cut  to  pieces  by  a 

ituent  of  British  Light  Hurse— The  case  of  Mr.  Tobias.  4G1-4G3 

>f  the  Morison  lad 403 

k.£i  ajqK-aJs   for  her   sou  and  Mr.  Sackett  indorses  her 

404 

ath  eaJJs  the  attention  of  the  Governor  to  the  distress 

iriuy  for  wautof   food 4^4-4GT 

w  oo  r-eleas*-d  from  his  parole 40. 


xxvi  Table  of  Contents. 

All>any  knakes  an  address  of  welcome  to  Governor  Clinton — ^The 
Governor's  reply 407 

Colonel  Wadsworth  on  the  necessity  of  snppying  the  army  wUh 
necessaries  460 

Haverstraw  files  a  petition  that  her  local  troops  be  used  for  local 
duties  4T0 

Scales  of  depreciation  adopted  by  the  Eastern  States,  from  Janu- 
ary 1.  1777  to  December  31,  1779 

Journals  of  Congress  to  be  printed  hereafter  in  monthly  pam- 
phlets   471 

▲  futile  court  martial 

GoT^rnor  Clinton's  views  on  the  question  of  trafficking  with  the 
enemy — Willing  to  exchange  the  Morlson  boy  under  condi- 
tions   472 

The  case  of  Captain  Hyatt  and  his  bundle  of  goods 474 

Colonel  liay  again  appeals  to  Governor  Clinton  for  assistance  to 
increase  the  supi^ly  of  liour 475 

iirlevam^ee  of  New  York  Line  ofBcers.  Threaten  to  resign  to 
Washington  for  the  failure  of  the  Legislature  to  rei-ognize 
atkl  NMtt^  tlnMr  wants  and  tho6»e  of  their  families — (;Jovenior 
Clinton's  n^|»ly  ^  . . .  477 

CoIoihH  IVvstwiok  wishos  his  notes  for  commissary  supplies  l>e 
legalli^Hl 

Voruunit  affairs^  IU*r  c\numissu>nt*rs  pr^*6ent  her  claims  to  Con- 
j:n»«!s  aiKl  pKMge  her  loyalty  to  the  cause  of  America 183 

Couuoil  of  Ma«iaohiisett«  Bay  u>  the  Pr\«sident  of  Congress 
i>«pecting  the  >Vw  Uanu>sU:n*  Grants 4D( 

C\>looel  Magaw  to  Geiie«il  Heath 

retition  frv>m  KiH^lH^^ier 

General  Hwtth  iM\»ixva^^s  Tv>  nnire  ft>nu  iho  <orv:vv  to  nn^over  his 

hoAllh 49! 

Material  ft^r  a  !-:v!or\    of  :li*    \^ar      In:  S   •    -     T^ '^  :^r.:*».:I'»n — A 

a;^;m;uis  ,h  v^';•.v'    tiv  *.-    v..       ^     •;     :    ■    .  ••• .  *<    ■•  •.  .    ,y,.\.\    .,   vX 
CAiia.u  Jvv  :i  \>  .s'»l    v^i   O-  r^     .\-     .  \     .;    •     -    .  -  ..:  «;L.i:i:'-ly. 
A>ks   '.•'■•     \   '  .1    ^^  .... 


Table  of  Contents.  xxvii 

PAOK8. 

New  York  surrenders  Jurisdiction  over  her  western,  territory  to  the 

National  Confederation 49^-502 

Jacob  Dulwich  requests  permission  to  go  to  New  York 502 

Returns  of  CJoIonel  Klock*s  regiment  of  Tryon  County 503 

General  Washington  to  GoTernor  Clinton  concerning  New  York's 

quota  for  the  coming  campaign 503-506 

General  Parsons  looks  forward.  Suggests  to  Governor  Clinton 
that  New  York  frontier  grants  should  be  given  to  soldiers  at 

the  close  of  the  war 505-507 

Henry  Remsen  makes  application  for  the  position  of  commerdAl 

agent — Wlfh  the  Governor's  answer 507-500 

Ihe  Legislature  assists  Washington.     Governor  Clinton  reaffirms 

his  original  position  in  the  case  of  Major  Ballard 50^511 

Major  Hetfield,  Commissary  of  Hides,  suspended  from  duty 511-512 

Colonel  Udny  Hay  asks  for  a  general    impress  warrant   for  one 

month  512 

Quotas  of  supplies.  Congress  calls  upon  tlie  states  for  their 
respective  shares  of  provisions  for  the  maintenance  of  tlie 

army  513-518 

Captain  Peter  Ten  Broock  appeals  for  permission  to  go  to  New 

York  to  eflTect  Ills  excliange 518 

Abr'm  J.  Delamatter  asks  to  be  released  from  military  service. . . .  518-519 

lietnrn  of  Colonel  Van  Schaick's  Regiment 519 

rjovernor  Clinton  writes  tx>  General  I*arsons  relative  to  his  west- 
ern land  plan 519-520 

Governor  Clinton  declines  to  issue  an  impress  warrant  to  Colonel 

Udny  Hay 520-."21 

Disafre<-te<l  families  in  Tryon  County,  wliose  i>roperty  having  been 
sold  are  now  desirous  of  jroin^  to  Canada — A  list  of  jKTSons 

cai>tnred  alonpr  the  Susquehanna 521  -525 

Deposition  of  Humphrey  Merritt  relative  to  one  Lu<llow 525 

Colonel  Udny  Hay  re(iuests  exemption  from  militia  duty  of  fif- 
teen men  who  are  in  the  coaling  service  contract 525-527 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Millen  to  Ooneral  Robert  Howe 527 

Connecticut  takes  the  lead.  And  attempts  ])y  its  act  to  establish 
the  public  credit  to  plact'  its  finances  on  a  new  and  enduring 
basis   528-530 


xxviii  Table  of  Contents. 

PAGES. 

Oolonel  Peter  R.  Livingston's  account  current  of  fines  on  raising 

the  nine  months  men 537-G38 

Colonel  Fisher  encounters  a  number  of  contumack>U8  Scotchmen. .  538 

John  Simnet  applies  to  James  RiTingtion  for  influence  to  enable 

him  to  go  to  New  York: 539 

Westchester's  defenceless  condition.  Colonel  Thomas  submitB  the 
matter  to  Governor  Clinton  and  the  latter  promiaee  coopera- 
tion when  the  Legislature  bestows  the  needful  authority 53(Mm 

Enemy's  movements  create  uneasineas.  General  Robert  Howe 
reports  an  important  enterprise  in  contemplation — Asks  that 

the  militia  be  held  in  readiness 541-543 

Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  issues  a  certificate  of  character  tx>  Samuel 

Baker   543 

Colonel  Jacob  Klock  to  Governor  Clinton 543 

Colonel  Klock  to  Colonel  Van  Schalck 544 

Governor  Clinton  indorses  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jacob  Cuyler.  544-545 
Consternation  along  the  frontier.    Another  disastrous  Indian  raid 
near  Little  Falls — The  militia  weak  and  almost  helpless  for 

want  of  food 545-547 

Christopher  Yates  draws  a  gloomy  picture  of  life  on  the  frontier.  548-^550 
Captain  Chipman  reports  that  the  garrison  at  Slvcenesborough  was 

surprised  l)y  Indians 550-551 

Depredations  between  the  lines — General  Howe  sends  forward 
three  dangerous  prisoners — Governor  Clinton  suggests  a 
remedy  for  the  protection  of  inhabitants  who  are  abused  by 

the  miiitia  552-554 

Ai4i!ication  of  the  Hoiiaud  family  for  necessaries  of  life  in  New 

York  554-555 

Grievances  of  half  a  dozen  teamsters 555 

Coionei  Woodhull  writes  in  regard  to  his  sister's  family  to  Gov- 
ernor Cliulou   555-55»i 

To  protect  the  frontier.  Governor  Cliulou  rei)orts  to  tlie  dele- 
gates in  Congress  that  New  Yorls  has  made  provision  for 

raising  800  men  556-oi»'?^ 

Tlie  Indian  raid  at  Skeenesborough 55S-5^^- 


Table  of  Contexts.  xxix 

PAGES. 

Governor  Clinton  informs  Colonel  Klock  that  the  protection  of 

the  frontier  must  depend  upon  the  militia 55^-560 

Rochester  on  the  Ulster  frontier  prays  for  a  guard  and  the  Gov- 
ernor replies  that  at  this  Juncture  reliance  must  be  placed  on 

the  militia  500-563 

Ck>Ionel  Allison  favors  Mrs.  Hammell's  desire  to  go  to  New  York. .  563-^^ 

Washington  selects  commissary  stations  in  this  state 564-565 

Governor  Clinton  issues  orders  to  officers  for  the  assembling  of 

militia  detachments  to  protect  the  frontier 565-567 

Captain  Chipman  to  Colonel  Van  Schaick 567 

Governor  Clinton  informs  Colonel  Van  Schaick  that  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontier  must  rest  upon  the  militia 567-568 

The  Mathews  family  in  a  bad  way 568 

General  Ten  Broeck  sends  reinforcements  to  Fort  Edward 569-571 

Important  financial  proposition  of  Congress 572-573 

John  Smith  ambitious  to  rank  with  gentlemen  of  the  same  rank. .  574-575 

Estimate  of  rations  for  New  York  troops  serving  in  the  line 575 

Kitty  Ten  Eyck  requests  John  Taylor  to  intercede  in  her  desire 

to  procure  a  pass  to  New  York 575-576 

Nervousness  along  the  frontier.  Governor  Clinton  orders  out  de- 
tachments from  four  regiments  of  militia  to  quiet  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  people 57G-57S 

Brant's  raid  on  Harperslield.     A  list  of  tliose    killed    and    cap- 
tured— Captain  Harper's  letter  written  in  Brant's  presence. ..  578-580 
General  Robert  Howe  on  the  subject  of  the  arrearages  of  pay  in 

Colonel   Pawling's   ri'ginient 580-581 

Governor  Clinton  honors  (Jeneral  Howe's  requisition  for  the  sig- 
nals of  alarm  582-5S3 

Colonel  Fisher  to  Colonel  Van  Schaick 5^3 

Rev.  Saml.  Provoost  applies  for  permission  for  his  wife  to  visit 

New  York  for  her  health  583 

New  .Jersey's  pension  provisions 5S3-5M 

Congress  bestows  Continental  pay  and  rations  on    New     York's 

quota  for  the  defence  of  the  state 5^4 

An  Indian  scouting  party  that  overshot  the  mark 584-jSii 


ixx  Table  of  Contents. 

PA 

Mr.  Leonard  Van  Buren's  application  for  permiesion  to  receive  a 

chest  of  clothing  and  a  cane  from  New  York 

Colonel  Klock  fears  the  people  will  abandon  their  homes  if  proper 

protection  is  not  cjiyen  them 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Stevens  succeeds  Mr.  Fitch  as  Saperintendent  Oom- 

missary  of  Issues 587- 

Washinirtoii  warns  Clinton  of  the  necessity  for  prompt  assembling 

of  the  militia  should  the  enemy  threaiten  the  Highlands 5SS- 

Colonel  Klock  again  urges  the  Governor  to  send  reinforcements  to 

Tryon  County 589- 

James  Duane  requests  permission  for  his  sister  Mrs.  Patterson  to 

meet  her  brother  Colonel  Livingston  on  the  linea 591- 

For  a  feny  on  the  Mohawk  between  Forts  Plank  and  Paris. .. . 
Representation  from  sundry  citizens  of  Great  Nine  Partners  in 

favor  of  Thomas  Palmature 

Ctoveraor  Clinton  rei>orts  the  condition  of  the  state  to  General 

Washington 59^^ 

IJ^t  of  kUKnl  and  wounded  of  the  British  forces  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war 

The  politics  In  the  Vermont  situation 5SS- 

The  UK>v«n«its  of  the  enemy  mystify  i^neral  Ri>U*n  Howe o!c»> 

Lo0ses  of  the  British  frv^m  the  beginmog  ».^f  the  war 597- 

The  law  foe  raia^ing  rrvHJivs  for  the  defence  of  the  ifnvuitier*.  passed 

1 1 1  h  March,  17^0 *•  •- 

CVZooel  Eiddle  on  the  subject  of  stti>plies  fumi>h«r'l  by  N>vr  Y..*rk. 
Heory  WLsaer  ai^^'rove*  William  Trvdw»eir>  dt'c-Li-.'siti-n  to   vi^U 

Lcug  Isiaud *>^ 

C^«l4.^nel  l*aa.c  NicoH  writ*?-:^  to  the  ^^ime  ^ff*:":': 

New  Yocktfrj  La  AVrmoat  ♦L:>h*?ar«:eae'J.     V'jle<s  «;oti^r*?-<s  =  r  N»^w 

Yorii  d^.-t'*  'it:«.'i>ivv;Iy    ih^cy    mus:    '.-ir    ur-^v-^-i.-y    -^rt^a-     r::i-'ir 

fortUIlnf*  '.v:l2    V-rOlv'L't         .•/*<— 

«.'a.;;;'.i  *^    J.-i:,'   ^^"  \'y  >«■;•■«.•■.•.'•  ^  j-^  •  :»r  .i^* ':     '      ••■.^'   ;.»-*       :•     :■  •>> 

>;i_-i»  -J  *. .  r  ■  :*.^  •  r'  -^  ■-  j>  : i.  '  ^  >  >'  J  ■  '  - "  • 


Table  of  Contents.  xxxi 

PAOXB. 

Colonel  Lush  to  Governor  Clinton 6ia 

General  Greene  to  Governor  Clinton  in  regard  to  an  account  of 

the  supplies  furnished  by  New  York 61^ 

Colonel  Lush  asks  a  favor  of  Governor  Clinton 614-015 

Judges  Hobart  and  Hoffmanns  report  of  persons  tried  and  con- 
victed at  the  Special  Court  of  Oyer,  etc 615-616 

Micah  Townsend  finds  himself  in  a  position  truly  disagreeable. .  616-617 

A  list  of  articles  Jacob  Ouyler  required  in  New  York 617-618 

Henry  Glen  and  John  McKesson  use  their  influence  in  behalf  of 

Mrs.  Banks 618 

Charges   against   Commissary   Robinson.    Conflicting   testimony 

adduced  suggestive  of  private  enmity 618-621 

Petition  in  behalf  of  Gulielmus  Moore 621 

James  FarrelFs  petition  for  pardon 6tl 

James  Wilson's  petition  for  pardon 621 

Letter  from  the  Treasury  Board 622 

Financial  methods.    Editor  John  Holt  criticises  Congress  sharply 

in  a  letter  to  Governor  Clinton 622-626 

Try  on  County,  in  the  vicinity  of  Little  Falls,  in  a  state  of  terror.  627-628 
Want  of  food  and  funds  intensifies  the  situation  in  the  upper  part 

of  Trj'on  County 628-62^ 

Alarm  and  terror  in  Tryon  County.  Testimony  showing  not  only 
the  exposed  condition  of  the  frontier,  but  the  suflTerings  of  the 

inhabitants  for  the  common  necessaries  of  life G29-C34 

Governor  Clinton  ready  to  issue  a  warrant  on  the  Treasury  to 
anyone  who  will  undertake  to  supply  the  troops  with  pro- 
visions      G34-Go5 

Exposed  settlements  to  be  furnished  with  formi(lai)le  guards 636 

Governor  Clinton  brings  tlie  IlariXTsfieUl  affair  to  Coion*^!  C-an- 

tine's  attention 637 

Governor  Clinton  promises  .g<*neral  security  to  the  frontiers  as 

soon  as  necessary  onl«TS  ean  bo  executed 037-038 

Jonathan  Dean's  parole 03S 

Colonel    Drake    submits    a    vexatious    proposition    to    Governor 

Clinton   03S-039 

Captain  Elijah  Hunter's  serious  cliarge  against  Colonel  Holmes..   039-041 


xxxil  Table  of  Contents. 

PAOBt. 

Ortlflcate  In  favor  of  Thomas  Palmerton 641 

Certificate  in  favor  of  James  Heady,  Jr 041 

Bxamlnations,  etc.,  in  favor  of  William  Moore,  a  criminal,  under 

sentence  of  death   041 

Affidavit  in  behalf  of  William  Moore 641 

Appeal  in  behalf  of  William  [Gulielmus]   Moore  by  his  grand- 
mother, Mary  Grlffen 641 

Kmorjrency  orders  for  the  Orange  County  Militia C42 

iVneral  Schuyler  predicts  the  enemy  will  make    an    extensive 

penetration  in  South  Carolina 642-^15 

Abraham  Yates*  letter  respecting  Loan  Office  certificates,  and 

Joseph  Brant's  threats 645-647 

Governor  Clinton  grants  two  requests  of  General  Howe 647-649 

Jacob  Ouylcr  on  the  subjtH^t  of  provisions  for  the  Levies  raising 

for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 619-650 

Major  Moffat's  request  in  l>ehalf  of  Jajnes  Say  re 650 

Farm  iMxWluce  in  New  York  exhausted.    Governor  Clinton  notifies 

General  Washington  that  the  I^^gislanire  will  again  convene 

May  SMh G50-«51 

l^iiy  aJHl  allows noe*  finanttM  by  New  Hampshire  to  Us  troops...  652-655 

Joshua  Sands  nnvts  w  itli  misfornmo 655-656 

Sanniol  H^ko  .toi uschI  of  suspicious  ttniuciiions 656-657 

IVi  t  ion  of  is^iv.iiol  K :p.  au  intinii  ir..*»ii 657 

OnVrs  ivculatini:  :lio  oi'Udiio:  of  a  fla^  of  truiV 657-65C» 

OomcsiviSuloi^v-H*  ol  Gen t  nil  Hoxxi-  sml  ^1^^vt•niO^  Cliiiion  on  the 

f ajc   0'"«^>^' :*"*" 65&-060 

l'^.5.5v\s.!:o:;  ..f  :ho  l.oxios   for  Tho  ilrftuoi    .M    Or:i:i|ro  and  We<:- 

*  ^rs:vr  r.n;n::t>>  96im3*>1 

iW*n«"*rA.  Ks'N^::  Hoxxo  sujccosis  \\*h'i   :)%•  i.-iVps  ^.^e  supj^levl  with 

h  N:...n.'  ;vr:'.^r  if  r;.;*.  f-.:  W't   prt^Jiv.:  .-^r.N?         601-»i'V- 

)>iO  :-.'..  •■:    :   «:.  ?.:  V^-r:  Hovk:.  ;:   ,\:..h:  .':^v:  v.  f.:r^  .i  :..vi:Tonai:: 


Table  of  Contents.  xxxiii 

PAOBS. 

Govemor  Clinton  compliments  Governor  Trumball  for  Connecti- 
cut's proposed  act  to  establish  the  public  credit 665-66G 

Hendrick  Wyckoff's  account 667 

Hendrlck  Wyckoff's  return  of  flour  seized 668 

Hendrick  Wyckoff*s  return  of  flour  and  wheat  purchased 669 

Samuel  Hake  claims  he  is  the  victim  of  a  conspiracy 670-671 

The  situation  in  Vermont  approaching  a  crisis 671-675 

The  problem  now  one  of  provisions  rather  than  of  men 675-676 

Petition  of  William  Halenbeek,  under  sentence  of  death 676 

Nath*l  UnderhllFs  appeal  relative  to  confiscated  cattle 67^-677 

Fragment  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Udny  Hay  to  Govemor  Clinton.  677-678 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Gilbert  Cooper  desires  to  forward  a  number 

of  women  and  children  to  New  York 678-679 

Petition  for  protection  from  horse  thieves  in  Orange  County 679 

The  case  of  Joban  Casper  Smith  Peter  Miller 680 

Anxiety  in  the  northeastern  section  of  the  state 680-6SI 

Micah  Townsend  introduces  Major  Hunt  to  Governor  Clinton. .. .  tJ81-682 
Captain  Bamardus  Swartwout  declares  irregular  the  court  mar- 
tial that  cashiered  him 682 

Colonel  Fisher  makes  application  in  behnlf  of  his  men 683 

Grievance  of  Mr.  John  Gumming ' 683-684 

John  Jay  seeks  information.     But  warns  Governor  Clinton  that 

Spain  and  France  are  addicted  to  inspecting  letters 684-086 

Decisions  of  a  delinquency  court  martial 686-687 

John   Wiley's  commission  as  Commissary 687 

The  field  oflicers  of  Van  Woert's  regiment  submit  a  grievance. . .  688-680 
Captain  Williams  promptly  reports  the  accidental  burning  of  a 

beacon  680-G90 

General  Lewis  Morris  unable  to  attend  the  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature      6iK)-()02 

The  war  in  the  south.  Colonel  Hay  notifies  Governor  Clinton 
of  the  investment  of  Charleston — Also  of  the  deplorable  con- 
dition of  Washington's  army 692-694 

Govemor  Clinton  offers  no  objection  to  the  Foster  family  pro- 
ceeding to  New  York G04-G95 


xxxiv  Table  op  Ck>xTBNTS. 

PAOSS. 

Dr.  Provooet  acknowledges  Governor  Clinton's  kindness  to  Mrs. 

Provoo»t 095-698 

Colonel  Van  Schaick  overrides  B6ard  of  War.  Disregards  their 
ordere  to  aboUah  several  military  posts  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment   696-698 

Massachusetts  and  the  currency  question 696 

To  fill  vacancies  in  James  Clinton's  brigade 699 

Major  Wynkoop  forwards  hie  resignation 699-700 

Dani^  Uhlendorph's  information  respecting  the  enemy 700-701 

Colonel  Klock  and  Captain  Deygert  apprehend  further  depreda- 
tions from  Idle  Indiana  and  Tories 701-703 

Ldneal  Idat  of  officers  of  New  York  State  organizations 702-705 

Governor  Clinton  regrets  that  C<^onel  Klock's  informant  was  not 

more  apecific  705-707 

Colonel  Van  Schaick  directed    to    cooperate  with  General  Ten 

Broeck   707-708 

PortentouB  news  from  France.  General  Schuyler  requests  Gov- 
ernor Clinton  to  hold  the  Legislature  in  session  till  the  con- 
tents of  Lafayette's  despatches  be  known 708-710 

Colonel  Cooper  indorses  James  Linkletter's  application 710 

A  general  order  for  Militia  colonels 710-711 

Andrew  McFarlan  makes  request  for  permission  to  visit  England.  711 

John  Tayler  forwards    an    intercepted  letter  of  William  Smith 

written  to  Peter  R.   Livingston 711-714 

Thomas  Tredwell  vouches  for  Henry  Roscrow 714-715 

Colonel   Van  Schaick   pictures  a  discouraging   prospect   for  the 

frontier  inhabitants  715-717 

Gouvemeur  Morris  loses  a  leg.  Gliancellor  Livingston  declares 
his  money  and  credit  are  exhausted — Suggests  that  New  York 

should  stop  the  sale  of  confiseatt»d  property 717-713 

Alarming  news  from  Canada.  In  effect  that  a  new  and  formida- 
ble expedition  was  preparing  to  attack  our  frontier 711^-721 

Preparing  for  tlio  next  eaimimign.  Congress  calls  upon  tlie  vari- 
ous states  to  supply  funds  and  to  till  up  their  resprctive 
<luotas  of  troops 722-72^ 


Table  of  Contexts.  xxxv 

PAGES. 

Colonel  Jacob  Cayler  applies  for  exemption  for  hlmaelf  and  other 

officers  of  his  department  from  field  duty 726-727 

Colonel  Morgan  I^ewis  follows  with  a  similar  request  for  the 

people  in  his  department 727 

Hastening  the  Levies  to  their  posts  of  duty 728 

Commissary      and      Quartermaster     officers    and     subordinates 

exempted  from  field  duty 728 

For  the  filling  of  vactincies  of  officers  in  the  state  regiments 729 

General    Schuyler    reports    that    Duboys'    regiment    should    be 

reduced  by  direction  of  Congress 729-730 

Dr.  Treat  requests  tbe  exemption  of  his  staff  from  field  duty. .  731 

For  the  immediate  defence  of  the  more  weeterly  and  northerly 

frontiers   731-732 

Returns  of  Militia  at  Fort  George 732 

Goshen  Regiment  return 733 

Governor    Clinton    assures  Washington  that  tlie  Levies  are  all 
raised  and  tliat  the  utmost  industry  will  be  used  in  collecting 

supplies    734-73(3 

r>estructlon  of  CaughnawagA.    Sir  John  Johnson's  appalling  raid 
in  Tryon  County — Gathering  of  the   Militia — Hampered  for 

want  of  ammunition  and  pi-ovisions 736-738 

John  Johnson  paroles  Messrs.  Sammons  and  Fonda 738-739 

Colonel  Klock  urges  sending  fon;\'ard   reinforcements    with    all 

possible  despatch   739-740 

Fears  for  Stone  Arabia.     Colonel   Klock  reports  the  attack  on 

Caughnawaga  to  Governor  Clinton  and  appeals  for  assistance.  740-742 
A  report  that  Brant  is  marching  to  make  a  Junction  with  Sir 

John  Johnson 742 

Colonel   Morgan  Lewis  reiH>rts  Sir  Jolui  Johnson  coiiiinands   in 

person   743 

General  Swartwout's  ivtiirns  of  Levies  rait^ed  in  his  brigade....  743-744 
More  trouble  fc*ared.    John  Tiiyler  forward.s  to  Governor  Clintion 

a  succinct  reiwrt  of  Johnson's  latest  raid 744-746 

Strength  of  the  Johnson  party  place<l  at  five  liiindred 710-747 

Washington   pictures   the   inuwveri.sheil   condition  of   the   Conti- 
nental army  747-740 


XXX  VI 


Table  of  Coxtextb. 


Tofl^  gathered  00  Jessup's  Patent  medStntiD^  mlschfef . , 

American  oflacer»,  prisoners  on  Long  I«t]and>  i*etitkjn  for  relief 

after  nearly  three  years  of  capUTity, 71 

Wastiln^on  orders  250  bevies  to  Fort  Schnyler V 

Return  of  men  exempted  for  Mr.  Livingston's  imu  works Te 

Ckivernor  Clinton  submits  the  fronHer  danger  to  Genera!  Schuyler 

and  requests  his  cooperation •   7l 

l^'ashington  favors  a  draft  to  fill  up  depleted  battaJlons 7: 

Th^  New  York  Legislature  act  promptly  and  r«itrloticaliy . . . . .  .   7 

General    Schuyler   reports   a    Connecticut    regiment    la    mutiny 

because  of  provision  famine - *..... ?. 

John  Jobnson  moves  away  undisturbed,  the  Militia  pnnie  f?trlcken, 

too  weak  to  advance  and  Colonel  Van  Schalck   returns   to 

Albany 7 

Oovernof    Clinton    ndopta    vigorouA   nienaureii   to    Jntereept    tlie 

retreating  enemy  .-.*..*.....,. - - . , 

Oodonel  Morgan  Ia'wIs  orders  a  supply  of  rum  for  the  march. .. . 
An  American  o0cer  In  captivity  on   I^ng   Inland   L-omphilij^   of 

Hie  neglect  imposed  upon  him  and  hlis  feliow  prlson<*rs 7i 

The  fJovemor  rJc^w  irons  of  r*'*vtnrlng    Uio    con  tide  nee    of    frontier 


Tabls  op  Contents.  xxxvii 

MANUSCRIPT  VOLUME  X.  p^^,., 

Mrs.  Godwin's  letter  solicitlDg  her  husband's  exchange 776 

Major  Allen  unable  to  cross  Lake  Champlain,  lacking  boats....  776-777 
Members  of  Congress  request  a  more  liberal  allowance  for  their 

expenses  777-779 

General  Washington's  circular  letter  for  militia  reinforcements 

amounting  to  three  regiments  from  each  state 779-780 

Supplies  for  the  campaign.    The  committee  of  Congress  makes  an 

argent  appeal  to  the  states  for  provisions  and  men 781-787 

Colonel  Safford  noitifles  Morgan  Lewis  of  his  progress  in  forward- 
ing supplies  787 

Major  Allen  discovers  signs  of  the  enemy 788 

Governor  Clinton's  instructions  and  words  of  caution  to  Colonel 

Van  Rensselaer 789 

Military  operations  in  the  north  delayed  by  lack  of  provisions. .  790-791 
Governor  Clinton  for^vards  provisions  to  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer.  791 

Lieutenant  Martin  in  disgrace 791-792 

Orders  for  the  troops 792-793 

President  Huntington  to  Governor  Clinton  relative  to  the  post 

at  Shoheken  [Shokan] 793-794 

Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  closely  observing  the  movements  of  the 

enemy 794-795 

Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  hoars  from  his  scouts 795-796 

Return  of  Levies  from  Albany  Militia  to  be  under  the  command 

of  Colonel  Harper 796-797 

Tlie  English  capture  Charleston,  but  lose  Mobile 797-799 

Andrew  Bostwick*s  return  of  forage 800 

General  Robert  Howe  lx»lieves  tiie  cnomy  in  New  York  is  pre- 
paring for  some  sinister  enterprise 801-803 

Brigade    return    of    Ix^vios  and  militia  under  the  command  of 

General  Van  Rensselaer 804 

James  Clinton  makes  report  of  the  situation  along  the  Mohawk 

Valley 805 

Return  of  Colonel  Pawllng's  ro;?iment  of  Levies 8<)6 

Knyphausen's  New  Jersey  raid.     General  Washington  ai)preheD- 

sive  that  West  Point  is  the  enemy's  oi)Joctlve S0G-bO9 

Washington  orders  James  Clinton  to  return  to  West  Point SQ^ 


xzxviii  Tablb  of  Contexts. 

PAOXt. 

Wasbington  believes  the  lime  has  come  for  all  the  states  to  pat 

forth  the  most  vigorous  efforts 809-811 

Captain  Chipman's  return  pf  troops  at  Fort  Edward 611 

The  Commander-in-Chief  urges  the  filling  up  of  batftalione  to  the 

limit  812 

Patrick  Barber  wishes  to  send  two  women  to  New  York 812-813 

The  subject  of  supplies  of  provisions  and  of  troops    the    most 

important  before  the  people 813-815 

General  Schuyler  urges  Governor  Clinton  to  push  forward  a  sup- 
ply of  flour  without  delay 815-810 

The  pursuit  of  Sir  John  Johnson. .  Governor  Clinton  reports  the 
failure  of  the  expedition  to  General  Washington — Disposi- 
tions of  James  Clinton's  brigade 816-819 

Another  Indian  raid  In  the  Mohawk  Valley 819-820 

New  York  troops  along  the  lower  Iludsou  under  orders  to  take 

the  field  on  the  shortest  notic^e S20-S21 

The  Governor  to  the  Now  York  delegates  in  Congress  on  current 

topics 821-823 

Sergeant   Major  Wilson  makes   a   return   of   Dutchess   County 

Levies 824 

Sergeant  Wilson's  roil  of  Levies  received  at  Fishkill 825 

General  Howe  expresses  apprehension  of  the  enemy's  movements.  826-828 

The  united  force  of  America  needed  at  this  crisis 828-830 

Governor  Clinton  acts  with  promptness.  In  response  to  an  appeal 
from  Washington,  he  orders  800  Militia  to  reinforce  General 

Howe 830-8:^2 

General  Howe  strengthens  his  i)osition  at  West  Point 832-833 

General  Howe  still  appeals  for  reinforcements 833-834 

Governor  Clinton  anxious  to  recruit  a  company  in  the  disputed 

district    834-S'?(5 

Tlie  delegates  in  Congress  n'gard    the    situation    as    extremely 

critical    837-8^^? 

A  personal  Iwtrr  fn)in  .lohn  TayliT — A   false  ivport   (onoorning 

the  arrival  of  the  Freii<li  army S3S-S5.^ • 

t  rgeni  onlt-rs  for  r««inforcenh'nts  for  West  Toint S**"* 

iTiior   riiiittjii   hra'tily  <on|i«-rat4"*   with    <;«'inral    How.- s4'i.v-% 


Table  of  Contents.  xxxix 

PAOBB. 

The  sETages  who  captured  the  Boucks  again  escape 842 

The  petition  of  a  number  of  Tory  women  for  permission  to  go 

to  their  husbands  in  Canada 843 

Oolonel  Morgan  Lewis  in  a  quandary — Appeals  to  the  Governor. .  844 

Lewis  R.  Morris  volunteers  his  services  and  forwards  a  belated 

letter  from  General  Ten  Broeck  to  Colonel  Williams 844-846 

Colonel  Hay's  strenuous  efforts  to  procure  pasturage! 846-852 

General  Forman's  important  news.    Arrival  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton 

from  the  south — Washington  urges  activity  and  vigilance. . .  852-855 
The  Congressional  Committee  issues  anotiher  circular  appealing 

for  supplies  and  reinforcements 855-857 

Reinforcements  for  General  Robert  Howe 858 

Grovernor  Clinton  discountenances  efforts  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Van 

Dyck,  of  Albany 859-860 

John  Jay  writing  from  Spain  proposes  a  novel  commercial  scheme.  861-862 

The  Board  of  Admiralty  and  privateers 863 

Colonel  Hay  pressing  forward  tlie  Militia  drafts 864 

Pushing  fon^-ard  the  Levies.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Ferris  ordered 

in  arrest  for  disobedience  of  orders 804-866 

Colonel  Hay  believes  legislation  necessary  to  secure  pasturage — 

His  original  plan  a  failure 866-869 

Mr.  Heathcott  Muirson  granted  iiermission  to  remove  his  prop- 
erty from   Long  Island 869-870 

Colonel  Hay  suggests  l€^gi8lation  to  seize  rum  for  the  troops 870 

Certificates  of  good  behavior  for  Captain  John  McKillip 87^-872 

The  authorities  display  nervousness.    Lack  of  public  spirit  at  a 

crisis  the  main  cause — General  Washington's  views 872-876 

Colonel  A.  Hawkes  Hay,  reduced  to  Indigence,  appeals  to  Gov- 
ernor Clinton  877-880 

Peter  Van  Gasbeeck  reports  a  trifling  engagoment  with  the  enemy.  880 

Scouting  in  Schoharie 880-881 

Return  of  Levies  (to  reinforce  the  army)  raised  in  the  city  and 

county  of  Albany 881-882 

The  Oneidas  deliver  a  speech  stamped  with  fear  and  incidentally 

•*  stand  in  great  need  of  a  little  powder " 882-884 


Xl  TaBLB  op   Ck>NTENTS. 

PAOX8. 

Colonel  Morgan  Lewis  supplements  Indian  rumors 884 

Colonel  Dubois  sends  two  deserters  to  Governor  Clinton 885-886 

Relative  to  the  fort  to  be  constructed  at  Schenectady 886-887 

Governor  Clinton  to  Lieutenant  Governor  Van  Cortlandt  in  regard 

to  important  news 887 

Concerning  the  exchange  of  prisoners 888 

Sir  Henry  Clinton's  advance  up  the  Hudson 888-889 

A  plan  to  conciliate  the  disaffected  in  the  county  of  Cumberland.  88&-890 
OHonel  Udny  Hay  appointed  agent  of  this  state  to  supply  the 

quota  of  provisions  for  the  army 890-892 

Captain  John  Chipman  acquires  startling  information 893 

Draft  of  Colonel  Udny  Hay*s  commission  as  State  Agent 893-894 

Albany  Militia  divided  into  two  brigades — Robert  Van  Rensselaer 

assigned  to  command  one 891-896 

Congratulated  on  his  re-election.      Governor  Clinton  receives  a 

commendatory  letter  from  his  friend  Robert  R.  Livingston . .  896-897 
Washington  declares  the  crisis  the  most  delicate  and  important 

the  country,  has  ever  experienced 897-898 

Major  Hetfield  summarily  removed  from  office 898-899 

The  petition  of  Johannis  P.  Haver  to  be  released  from  Jail 899 

Petition  in  behalf  of  Jacob  Lent  and  his  family 899 

John  Brevoort  lays  claim  to  patriotism 900-901 

Mr.   Taylor's   memorandum    condemning   Tories    in   Tryon   and 

Albany  Counties  901 

Colonel  Van  Schaick  reports  the  disposition  of  his  I^evies 902-903 

A  mutilated  manuscript  relating  to  depredations  on  Long  Island.  903-904 
Governor  Clinton  Informs  General  Van  Rensselaer  that  he  must 

surrender  his  super^-isorshlp 904-905 

Operations  of  the  enemy  near  Crown  Point 905-906 

Colooel  Pawling's  return  of  Levies  under  his  command 907 

Mr.  Connolly  named  as  a  recruiting  officer 908 

New  York  makes  provision  for  a  l>ounty  for  the  Levi<:»s 90S-911 

Governor  Clinton  grauts  a  few  oxomptioDS  for  Morgan  Lewis...  011-912 

Planning  to  wt*;iu  the  ODoiila^  from  the  American  oause 912-915 

Sie  exposed   frouticT 915-916 


Table  of  Contents.  xli 

PAOB8. 

Colonel  Snyder's  return  of  Levies  raised  in  his  regiment  to  rein- 
force the  army 916-917 

Shirts  and  overalls  for  the  troops 917-918 

Isaac  Stoutenburgh  accepts  an  appointment 918 

Colonel  Klock  requestjs  the  Governor  to  withdraw  no  men  from 

the  frontier  service 918-^19 

General  Van  Rensselaer  reports  the  situation  in  his  vicinity....  919-920 

Return  of  Levies  from  Dutchess  Militia 920 

Prowling  Indians  in  the  Mohawk  Valley 921 

Return  of  Levies  to  be  raised  in  Colonel  Allison*8  regiment  to 

reinforce  the  army 921 

Regarding  Mrs.  Booram  and  Mrs.  Rapelye 922 

Colonel  Van  Alstine's  letter,  with  the  amount  of  the  Levies  to  be 

raised  in  his  regiment 022-923 

Return  of  Militia  from  General  Ten  Broeck's  brigade  in  actual 

service 928 

Mufiter  roll  of  Captain  Nathaniel  Norton's  company,  4th  Battalion, 

New  York  Forces 924-925 

Muster  roll  of  Captiiin  James  Stewart's  company.  5th  New  York 

Regiment    926-927 

Colonel  Hathorn's  letter,  with  the  number  of  Levies  to  be  raised 

from  his  regiment 928 

Relative  to  the  assessment  for  provisions 928-929 

Governor  Clinton  notifies  petitioners  from  Claverack    that    the 

Legislature  has  anticipated  their  grievances 929-933 

Governor    Clinton    answers    Colonel    Whitmg's    iHter    regarding 

Levies 933-9o5 

Governor    Clinton    unable    to    uudorstand    why    Colunel    Jansen 

ordered  tvvo  classes  of  Lis  regiment  to  the  frontier 036-937 

Colonel  Newklrk*s  retuTn  of  I>ovios  raised  by  bis  rejximent 03T 

Colonel  Field  forwards  a  return  of  the  Lovies  of  bis  regiment.  .  937-038 
New  York's  cooperation  witli  Congress.     Governor  Clinton   por- 
trays the  state's  discouraging  condition  to  Mr.  Huntington. .  938-04'5 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Paine  detailed  to  receive  the  Levies  of  Ten 

Broeck's  brigade 043-944 


il  Table  of  Ck>N'TBNT8. 

overiKMr  Clinton  concerned  for  the  frontier.  Abraham  Tates 
declares  be  found  as  great  a  difference  between  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Albany  as  between  a  sturgeon  and  a  shad 945-0^ 

!mnt  reported  as  having  gone  to  Canada 919-860 

list  of  persons  *'gone  to  the  enemj" ttiO-951 

request  for  Dr.  Punderson*s  exchange 951 

iro  thousand  doUars  each  advanced  to  two  recmiting  oflkeis. .  951-952 

iproTed  measures  for  feeding  the  troops 952-^3 

Ml  enemj'  unwilling  to  exchange  prisoners 95S-954 


1779- 


Sun. 

3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

Sun. 

7 
14 
21 
28 

San. 

7 

14 
21 

28 

Sun. 
il 

4 
11 
18 
25 

Sqd. 

2 
9 
16 
23 
30 

Soil 
June 

G 
13 
2ii 
27 


Hon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Frl. 

1 

Sat. 
2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Pri. 

Sat 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Fri. 

Sat 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

29 

30 

31 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Fri. 

Sat. 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

19 

20 

21 

22 

28 

24 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Fri. 

Sat 
1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

31 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Fri. 

Sat 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

28 

29 

30 

xliv 


Calendar  fob  the  Year  1779. 


July 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct 


Sun. 

Mi>n. 

1^108. 

WiJd. 

Thurs. 

1 

Frl. 
2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Fri. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

29 

30 

81 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Fri. 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

10 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Fri. 

1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

1780. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Sun. 

2 

9 
16 
23 
30 

Sun. 

6 
13 
20 
27 


Mon. 

3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

Mon. 

7 
14 
21 
28 


Tuea. 

4 
11 
18 
25 

Tues. 

1 

8 

15 

22. 

29 


Wed. 

5 
12 
19 
26 

Wed. 

2 

9 
16 
23 


Thurs. 

6 
13 
20 
27 

Thurs. 

3 

10 

17 

24 


Fri. 

7 
14 
21 
28 

Fri. 
4 
11 
18 
25 


Sat. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

Sat. 

5 

12 

19 

26 


Mar. 


San. 

5 
12 
19 
26 


Mon. 

6 
i:{ 
20 
27 


Tues. 

7 
14 
21 
28 


Wed. 

1 

8 
15 
22 
29 


Thurs. 

2 

9 
16 
23 
30 


Fri. 
3 
10 
17 
24 
31 


Sat. 

4 

11 

18 

25 


Apr. 


May 


Sun. 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

SUD. 

7 
14 
21 
28 


Mon. 

3 
10 
17 
24 


Mod. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 


Tues. 

4 
11 
18 
25 


Tues. 

2 

9 
16 
23 
30 


Wed. 

5 
12 
19 
26 


Wed. 
3 
10 
17 
24 
31 


Thurs. 

6 
18 
20 
27 


Thurs. 

4 

11 

18 

25 


Fri. 

7 
14 
21 
28 

Fri. 
5 
12 
19 
26 


Sat. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 


Sat. 

6 

13 

20 

27 


June 


Suu. 

4 
11 
16 
25 


Mon. 


12 
19 
26 


Tues. 

6 
13 
20 
27 


Wed. 

7 

14 
21 
28 


Thurs. 

1 

8 
15 
22 
29 


Fri. 

2 

9 
16 
23 
30 


Sat. 

3 

10 

17 

24 


xiTi  Calendar  for  the  Year  1780. 


Jttlj 


Auji:. 


Sepc 


Oct. 


>\*T. 


Die. 


Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues, 

Wed. 

Thnn. 

FrL 

SaL 

1 

2 

8 

4 

5 

• 

7 

8 

d 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

29 

21 

22 

2S 

tM 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

» 

31 

Son. 

Hon. 

Toes. 

Wed. 

Tliiin. 

FrL 

Sat 

1 

.    2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

IS 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

2T 

2S 

29 

»> 

31 

Son. 

Mon. 

Toes. 

Wed. 

Thnrs. 

Fri. 

1 

Sat 
2 

S 

4 

5 

6 

T 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

IS 

19 

29 

21 

22 

23 

dl 

» 

21$ 

27 

2S 

29 

30 

Su. 

Mo«L 

TmKk 

Wed. 

Thvn. 

FrL 

Sat. 

1 

3 

3 

4 

5 

• 

7 

S 

» 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1& 

1« 

IT 

IS 

19 

29 

21 

23 

S 

24 

25 

23 

27 

28 

a» 

90 

31 

Sw. 

MkML 

TtML 

Wed. 

TIksnL 

FH. 

Sat 

t 

2 

3 

4 

^ 

4( 

7 

S 

9 

10 

11 

12 

a 

14 

15 

1« 

IT 

18 

» 

a> 

St 

••4k 

23 

21 

25 

» 

2T 

» 

29 

30 

Stto. 

M^ML 

Ttwf* 

Wed. 

Ttkocsw 

Frt. 

1 

Sat 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

T 

S 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1^ 

IT 

15 

t9 

3D 

21 

22 

2^ 

•i4 

,» 

» 

**T 

ai 

29 

3a 

» 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 


No.  1 — Colonel  Nicholas  Fish — Frontispiece. 

No.  2 — Map  of  Stony   Point — opposite  i>age  152. 

No.  3 — General  Anthony  Wayne — opposite  page  156. 

No.  4 — General  John  Sillivan — opposite  page  224. 

No.  5 — Chancellor  Kohert  U.  Livingston — opposite  page  446. 

No.  I*. — Colonel  Philip  Van  Coktlandt — opposite  page  472. 

No.  7 — CoiNT   PiLAsKi — opposite*  page  (M6. 

N»».  is — (Jeneral  John  Stark — oppositx^  l>J»ge  788. 


Public  Papers  of  George 
Clinton. 


Niss.  Volume  Vlii. 


MANUSCRIPT  VOLUME  VIII. 


[No.  2346.] 
Capt  Uriah  Brokers  Company  of  Exempts^  Ulster  County. 
Return  of  the  Strength  of  Capt.  Uriagh  Drake's  Company  of 
Exempts. 

Uriagh  Drake,  Capt;  Peter  Ostrander,  1  Lievt;  Thorn's  Dun, 
2  Lievt;  Lewis  Slut,  Ensighn;  Danl.  Ostrander,  Clark;  Joseph 
Baker,  1  Serjt;  Peter  Aldridge,  2  Serjt. 


Henry  Cranck 

Fredridk  Gee 

David  Harton 

John  Tarepening 

Jonath'n  Ostander 

Edmon  Turner 

Jonath'  Brundidge 

Franc's  Smith 

Saml.  Hodger 

Wiirm  Hodger 

John  McColm 

Thorn's  McColm 

John  Parleraain 

Bejam'n  Wise 

Robt.  Poore 

Math'w  Phenix. 

Private 

Total  Rank  &  File  31 


Richard  Garrisson 
Jonath'n  Terwillger 
Danl.  McDowol 
Stephen  Odle 
Joseph  Devine 
Stephen  Seniore 
Henry  Lockwood 
Henry  Evence 
Jonath'n  Knap 
3ilicle  Redman 
Abenes'r  Reydmon 
Caleb  Lockwood 
Henry  Hanes 
Alaxaud'r  Makke 
Saiiil.  Wyatt 


4  PuBLio  Papbrs  of  Georob  Clinton. 

Rbtukn  of  Capt.  Dbake^s  Compant.  of  Exempts  Juks  th  1 


appeared. 

Pma'dw*th 
Teema. 

Siek. 

■PI 

Uriah  Drak.  Capt. 

Peter  Ostrmnder.  Lievt. 

Thom*s  Dun.  LieTt 

Lewis  Siatt,  InsigbD 

1 

Saml.  Wiott,  Quart'r  Master 

Jo»epli  Bakei.  8erjt. 
Matbew  Phesix,  ^rjt. 

Kobk.  Poor. 

Jouatbao  Oatander, 

2 

Stephen  Semor, 

Conliaa  Turner, 

William  Dun. 

Calep  Lock  wood, 
Abioezr  Brush. 

8* 

Danl.  Ostander.  Clark 

IT 

1  '•■ 

Peter  Oldiee.  Serjc. 

! 

Henrick  Crank 

Fredrick  Gee 

DaTid  H  or  ion 

2 ; 

John  Tarepeoiog 

Ednioud  Turner 

j 

Jooath'n  Brnndage 

1 

FraDci««  Smith 

1 

Sam  L  Hedger 

Jonath'n  McColm 

Thorn's  McColm 

John  Porlemeot 

Benjnm'n  Wise 

Rich'd  Garrisson 

Danl.  Mo  Dowel 

' 

Stephen  Odle 

Joaeph  DeTioe 

3 

Henry  Lockwood 

Henry  BTins 

! 

Jonath'n  Nap 

2 

Mich'l  Redman 

AbinexV  Redman 

i 

Hnry  Hajnes 
AUxder  Mackey 

John  De^roe 

1 

William  Reaylean 

1 

, 

Total  not  appeared 

1 
1 

[Xo.  2347.] 

(itneral  McDougall  Furnishes  Governor  Clinton  With  a  List  c 
Enemy- s  Vessels  in  the  Hudson  River. 

Village,  June  1st  1779,  7  A.  i 

My  dear  Sir,  1  Received  your  Favor  of  10  O'Clock  Last  Xi 

Early    this    .Morning.     The    Enemy    Debarked    all    his  Fc 

Mostly  on  the  East  Side,  From  Croton's  to  Tallar's  Point, 

Towards  the  Perry.    Two  Prisoners  taken  Last  night,  agi? 
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the  accounts,  that  the  Enemy's  Detachment  is  Return 'd  from 
Virginia,  and  Composed  part  of  the  army,  now  on  the  River. 
It  did  not  Land  in  New  York.  The  Militia  to  assemble  at  Fish- 
kill,  I  Suppose  will  wait  orders  there,  and  give  what  assistance 
they  Can  in  Guarding  the  Stores.  At  Foot  you  have  a  List 
of  the  Enemy's  Vessels.     No  Intelligence  this  Morning.     1  am 

Sir,  Your  Humble  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 

13  Ships,  3  Brigs,  4  Topsail  Schooners,  6  do  Sloops,  3  Gallies, 

15  or  20  Smaller  Vessels,  a  great  number  of  Flat  Bottonrd  & 

Gun  Boats. 

His  Excellency  Governour  Clinton. 


[No.  2348.] 

Robert  Betison  Reports  All  Quiet  at  Kingston, 

S'r,  I  arrived  at  Poughkeepsie  just  after  you  R(»t  out.     All 

is  quiet  at  Kingston  which  Place  I  left  at  Sunrise  this  morning. 

Yrs.  respectfullv  t^  ,  ^    ,. 

'  "  Robt.  Benson. 

His  ExcelTcy,  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  2:540.1 

Colonel  I'dny  Hay  Disapprovrs  of  Ainrrican  DispoHitifniH. 

Fish  Kill  1st  Juno  1770,  10  A.  M. 

Sir,  Nothing  new  that  I  know  of:  tlu*  Litllr  Fort   al   Kiiij^rs 

Ferry  keeps  tiring  every  now  and  \\\ou  on  iho  Knciny's  shi|»pirg. 

The  enclosed  arrived  just  now,  ihe  militia  are  roniing  in.     \Vr 

want  animation.     I  wish  to  (Uu\  you  were*  Imm'c.     1  can  iioi  say 

that  I  think  we  shall  be  attackd  horr,  hut  if  we  an*.  1  am  alVraid 

our  disposition  will  not  be  such  as  you  woui<l  ai>i»rovc  <»1".     1 

am  respectfully,  Sir,  Your  most  obed'i  Ser't 

TMny  Hay. 
Governour  Clinton. 
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[No.  2350.] 

aOVERNOR  CLINTON  GOES  TO  THE  FRONT. 

I8  WiUimj  to  Act  Suhordinatc  to  General  McDougaU,  as  a  Briffodkr 
in  the  Continental  Line. 

Fishkill,  i  past  12  o'Clook  P.  M.  Ist  Jane  1779. 
IVar  Sir:  I  am  this  Moment  arived  at  this  Place.  The  Militia 
aro  in  full  march:  one  Regt.  are  already  come  in  &  Detachment 
fnuu  others  must  be  near  at  Hand.  The  Stores  are  principallv 
iXMuoved  &  beftuv  nijrht.  I  doubt  not  we  shall  have  Teems 
enoujjh  to  remove  the  whole  &  a  Surplus.  I  mean  to  act  under 
you  in  the  Oharaiier  of  a  Hrigad'r  Genl.  in  the  Continental 
Army  unless  an  OtVioer  superior  to  you  in  Command  shond  arive 
in  which  I'rtse  I  raiinot.  The  Miliiia  woud  no:  submit  to  it.  Yoo 
umUrsuind  without  Kxphmaiion  what  I  mean.  1  prop4>se  tat 
iuj:  Tost  ^:  throwiui:  up  some  Works  at  a  wry  Advantageous 
Pass  about  thrtv  MHos  bt-iow  :l.:s.  r.^ar  thr  lower  Haraoks  &  I 
a  ISO  propose  lo  V.avo  <J:Mrxls  ^or.sis-irj:  ••*  about  tU»  Mi-n  each 
on  :V.f'  Horse  Pov.:..!  A:  W^'ki*:---  ,W-.ovo;-v'  Road  &  act  oc- 
\ass-,o:;*\  ,;s  i^-.rvuV/.st.'.VArs  :v.».y  :>  r.:irT  v.::::'l  I  rv^.e-ve  your 
:/.::':  tr  i^nl^  vs.  I  :"v.d  I  s\.-.V.  :■  .-.V.-;  "[I-  :v;.t:i  :hTr^  Pieces  of 
Ar::^T>  I  :V.  :.\  :  vt  -.  ss..-;. .  ■.:,:'.  f,  >..  :.;•  :-^f.^rui  yon  that 
\  v:.x\\\\  '.e  Kt'iv  "iv. ,  S  \  \  v..  t  ?-.  .:.•■-•.:.  !  ;ini  iier* waded 
iV.;\  w  l".  v":  ;;:-v..-.  ..>;.  *-.-•.■>  ■.■.•.;  V-.;  ^.1-.  «.\>cfideDce  to 
•.*:•:   ^l  v.     :•  >,   .^       :-        *:•■.,,:•>'  sr-r.:  • -f.     I  Lave  only 

•;.'  -•.  '..\  ■.'.:.:  .  w  ^:-:. .■.->■  "-^^.L-vi    L»"r  S^r.  Your  most 


'-::on. 
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[No8.  2351,  2352.] 

CONGRESS  AND  THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  GRANTS. 

An  Effing  Made  to  Promote  an  Amicable  Settlemmt  of  the  Existing 

Differences. 

Philadelphia  Ist  June  1779. 
Sir,  Your  Favor  of  the  29th  Ulto.  arrived  this  morning  while 
Congress  were  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  house  considering 
the  several  applications  of  the  State  of  New  York  respecting 
the  disturbances  on  the  Grants. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  obey  the  Unanimous  Order  of  Congress, 
contained  in  the  enclosed  Resolution,  for  informing  you  that 
a  more  early  attention  would  have  been  paid  to  the  pressing 
applications  of  your  State  relating  to  the  disturbances  men- 
tioned in  your  several  Letters,  had  they  not  been  prevented  by 
matters  of  the  greatest  Importance,  and  that  Congress  will  con- 
tinue to  pay  equal  attention  to  the  Kiji:lits  of  the  State  of  New 
York  with  those  of  other  States  in  the  Union. 

You   will  also  receive  herewith  enclosed,  a  Copy  of  another 
Act  of  Congress  of  this  day,  on  the  same  Snl)jeet,  from  which 
you  will  perceive  it  to  be  the  design  of  Congress,  to  send  a 
Committee  to  the  Inhabitants  on  the  (Jrants  to  enquire  into  the 
Reasons  why  they  refuse  to  continue  Citizens  of  the  respective 
States   which   heretofore  exercised  Jurisdiction  over  that  dis- 
trict, and  to  take  every  prudent  measure  to  promote  an  amicable 
Setth*ment  of  all  differences,  and  prevent  Divisions  &  animosi- 
ties 80  prejudicial  to  the  United  States. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  tlie  measures  adopted  by  this 
act  of  Congress  will  prove  salutary,  esptM-ially  au  it  was  passed 
^itb  uncommon  Unanimity.      Thi^  Committee  will  be  appointed 
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tomori^ow  when  another  Express  shall  be  dispatched  to  inform 
you  of  their  names  &c.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  great  Re- 
spect and  Esteem,  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  and  Humble 

Servant, 

John  Jay,  Presid't. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


In  Congress,  June  Ist  1779. 

Whereas  divers  applications  have  been  made  to  Congress  on 
the  part  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  relative  to  disturbances  and  animosities  among  In- 
habitants of  a  Certain  District  known  by  the  name  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants,  praying  their  interference  for  the  quieting 
thereof,  Congress  having  taken  the  same  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the  In- 
habitants of  a  Certain  District  known  by  the  name  of  New  Hamp- 
shire Grants,  and  inquire  into  the  reasons  why  they  refuse  to 
continue  Citizens  of  the  respective  States  which  heretofore  ex- 
ercised Jurisdiction  over  the  said  district:  For  that,  as  Congress 
are  in  Duty  bound,  on  the  one  hand,  to  preserve  inviolate  the 
rights  of  the  several  Slates,  so  on  the  other,  they  will  always 
Ih?  careful  to  provide  that  the  Justii-e  due  to  the  States  does 
not  interfere  with  the  Justice  which  may  be  due  to  Individuals. 

That  the  S4ud  Committee  Confer  with  the  said  Inhabitants, 
and  that  ihcy  take  every  pruih^m  Mcasun*  to  promote  an  amica- 
ble settlement  of  all  DitTerenees  and  prt^vmi  DiviNJous  and  ani- 
nu>sities  so  i»rt»judirial  to  the  rnilinl  States. 

I^-soIv.mI,  That    tin-  furl  hi  r  ri>nsideiaii*»n    «»f    :liis  subject  be 

^tiH»ncd  until  the  said  ronimittee  shall  \\;i\v  made  report. 
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Ordered  that  they  report  specially  and  with    all    convenient 

speed.  . 

Extra;Ct  from  the  Minutes. 

Charles  Thom&on,  Sec'y. 


In  Congress  1st  June  1779. 

Resolved  unanimously,  that  the  President  inform  the  Governor 

of  the  State  of  New  York  that  a  more  early  attention  would  have 

been  paid  to  the  pressing  application  of  that  State  relating  to 

the  disturbances,  mentioned  in  his  several  letters  had  they  not 

been  prevented  by  matters  of  the  greatest  Importance  and  that 

Oongres6  will  continue  to  pay  equal  attention  to  the  rights  of 

that  State  with  those  of  other  States  in  the  union. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec'y. 


Members  of  the  New  York  Delegation  Write  to  Governor 

Clinton. 

♦Philadelphia  1st  June  1779. 

Sir,  We  were  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  29th  ulto.  this 
morning.  Congress  was  then  in  a  C<>inmittee  of  the  whole  House 
considering  that  subject.  They  came  to  several  Resolutions 
which  were  almost  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  House  and  of 
which  the  President  sends  you  a  Copy  by  the  Express  who  car- 
ries this. 

It  gives  us  Pleasure  to  inform  you  that  our  New  P^ngland 
Bretheren  came  very  generally  into  the  measure  and  appear 
sincerely  disposed  t6  terminate  those  unhappy  Disordei's.  The 
Moderation  observ^able  in  those  Kesulutions  we  hope  will  meet 
with  your  approbation.  The  more  gentle  just  &  persuasive  the 
Proceedings  of  Congress  iu  this  Business  are  the  more  likely  lliey 

•From  the  Documentary  History  of  New  York. 
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will  be  to  succeed  and  if  treated  with  neglect  by  the  People  of 
the  (iranlH,  the  greater  Degree  of  Indignation  will  Bach  neglect 
create  through  all  the  States.  These  Resolutions  coincide  ex- 
actly with  the  Ideas  of  the  Eastern  Delegates.  The  Committee 
will  be  chosen  to-morrow.  We  shall  for  many  obvious  Reasons 
vole  for  a  majority  of  eastern  men.  The  Proclamations  doing 
Justice  to  the  Revolters  have  had  a  happy  effect  here.  In  our 
opinion  it  will  be  wise  to  abstain  from  Hostilities  for  the  present 
and  i*ather  suffer  a  little  than  shed  blood.  If  the  Members  of 
^'ongr(*88  are  really  as  much  in  earnest  as  they  appear  to  be 
all  will  bo  well.  We  are  very  much  disposed  to  credit  their 
Drrlarations  on  the  subject  &  have  ground  to  hope  that  this 
and  every  (Wher  ('au8e  of  Jt^alousy  may  be  done  away  and  Mu- 
tual C'onlUlenre,  Harmony  &  gmnl  Undt-rstanding  take  place  be- 
tween New  York  iV:  her  sister  States  to  the  eastward.  These 
are  esM»iitial  to  their  common  I'rosiHMity  &  must  give  sincere 
pleasure  to  (»very  well  wisher  of  the  American  Cause.  Be  as- 
suird  that  our  attention  to  the  Rights  of  our  Constituents  on 
the  prest^nt  important  iH-rasion  shall  not  cease  and  that  we  are 
with  j;reat   Kt^speoi    and    Kstri^m  Your  Kxcelleucy's  most  obt. 

SrrMs. 

Wm.  Floyd,        Johu  Jay. 

(louv'r  Miuris.  James  Duane. 
Ills  Kxrollenry  iiov.  riiiilon. 

INo.  2:^>.v^l 
.lAMKS  lU'ANK  AND  THK  NKW  TAX. 

fits    f\lU<f. 

n.ila.l.  lM  .1;;iu-  I77*.t. 
DtMi   Si;\     Im"  pit  aM'd   ti»  a  » » ]•;   ir.N    Tl  ai'k-*  :«  r  your  Kxi-el- 
^'Mu>\  \i!\  !i.t:-dl\  am!  <  Miiiius:  Lot*  :  >  :  :\\-  !'/"  i;!:.     Smsible 
\hv   rir.l»arraMii^  nts  t'f  iio\«riun»'ii:    '.:vnit  r  :-.i-  nmliiTudf  of 
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Cares  which  surround  you,  I  can  easily  conceive  of  your  want  of 
Leifiore  for  friendly  correspondence. 

Your  Excellency  is  no  stranger  to  the  part  I  have  acted  for 
ikneral  Schuyler;*  considering  his  abilities  and  high  military 
Bank  to  be  of  the  most  essential  Importance  to  our  State;  after 
defeating  all  the  attempts  for  his  destruction,  and  seeing  him 
]K>noTably  acquitted,  he  has  disappointed  all  my  Labours  by  per- 
severing in,  or  rather  reiterating,  his  Resignation  in  Terms  the 
most  absolute.  It  is  true  he  has  many  Provocations;  but  by  this 
«tep  he  has  equally  hurt  the  feelings  of  his  Friends,  &  gratified 
lis  Enemies. 

I  shall  long  impatiently  to  hear  how  the  new  Tax  of  45  millions 
is  relished  in  our  state.  It  is  a  great  Effort  but  nothing  less  coud 
prevent  the  total  Ix)ss  of  our  publick  credit?  Does  the  address 
tend  to  produce  a  Confidence  that  the  money  will  be  ultimately 
secure?     I  take  that  to  be  the  cardinal  point. 

I  thank  your  Excellency  for  your  particular  attention  to  uie,  & 
I  hope  the  same  favourable  sentiments  of  my  attention  to  duty 
wiil  pervade  the  Legislature.  I  am  oonfulent  if  application,  as- 
siduous application,  entitle  me  to  Indulgence  it  will  not  be  with- 
held. There  are  a  few  things  I  wish  to  see  accomplished,  & 
then  to  be  permitted  to  visit  my  Family  &  look  after  the  shat- 
terd  Ruins  of  my  Fortune.  The  power  of  fixing  the  Rotine  of 
the  Delegates  ought  doubtless  to  be  vested  in  your  Excellency. 
Without  this  it  will  never  be  equal,  or  indeed  tolerable  to  any 
Man  who  is  not  wholly  divested  of  domestic  Feelings.  I  recol- 
lect that  for  the  period  of  l!8  months,  I  was  in  the  whole  only 
four  with  my  Family.  Is  jwt  this  beyond  any  Rate  of  propor- 
tion? 


•There  is  no  man,  that  can  be  more  useful  as  a  member  of  the  committee  than 
General  Schuyler.  His  perfect  knowledge  of  the  resources  of  the  country,  the  activity 
of  his  temper,  his  fruitfulnoss  of  expedients,  and  his  sound  military  sense,  make  mo 
Irish,  abov^e  all  things,  he  may  be  appointed.— Washington  to  James  Duane,  May  14» 
1780. 


12  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  the  acts  of  OongresB  respecting 
the  Revolt  from  our  State  by  this  Conveyance.  On  this  subject  I 
refer  you  to  our  publick  Letter.  It  is  my  opinion  that  if  the  pro- 
posed Committee  act  with  propriety,  they  may  inflnence  a  great 
Majority  to  return  to  their  Duty;  But  I  am  eqnallj  perawaded 
that  if  they  please  they  can  fix  them  forever  in  their  opposition. 
This  is  not  a  desirable  Hazard,  altho'  it  is  preferable  to  the  Ef- 
fusion of  American  Blood.  In  short,  Sir,  much  depends  on  the 
Candour  of  the  Xew  England  Delegates,  some  of  whom  have 
fomented  this  seperation.  Now  the  Property  is  secure  to  their 
Friends,  they  may  be  contented.  They  are  loud  in  their  profes- 
sions, and  I  am  disposed  to  meet  them  with  some  degree  of  Ooa- 
fidence:  Indeed  to  bury  all  animosities  in  everlasting  oblivion. 

With  most  respectful  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Clinton  I  have  the 

Honour  lo  be.  Sir,  with  the  utmost  Regard,  Your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  humble  Servant 

Jas.  Duane/ 
His  Excellency  Governour  Clinton. 

[Private.] 

*Some  Queries.  Politicml  mnd  Mlliury,  Humbly  Offered  to  the  Consideration  of  tte 
Public. 

(Maryland  Journal  and  Baltimore  Advertiaer.  July  C,  1779.) 

PennsylTania  ( Philadelphia)  .  1771. 

1st.  Whether  George  the  First  did  not,  on  his  accession  to  the  throne  of  Ortit 
Britain,  by  making  himself  king  of  a  party.  Instead  of  the  whole  nation,  sow  thd 
seeds  not  only  of  the  subversion  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  bat  of  the  mln  of  tht 
whole  empire? 

2d.  Whether,  by  proscribing  that  class  of  men.  to  which  his  ministry  were  pleased  li 
give  the  appellation  of  Tories,  he  did  not.  in  the  ecd,  make  them  not  only  real  Tmrli^ 
but  even  Jacobites? 

3d.  Whether  the  consequence  of  this  distinction,  nuw  become  real,  was  not  two  rebsl- 
lions;  und  whether  the  fruit  of  those  rebellions,  although  defeated,  were  not  septeoidAl 
parliaments,  a  large  standing  army,  an  enormous  additional  weight  and  pecuniary 
tuflu«  noe  thrown  into  the  scale  of  the  crown,  which  in  a  few  years  have  borne  dow% 
not  or.ly  the  »ubHtance.  but  almost  the  form  of  liberty,  all  sense  or  t>atriotism,  tbt 
morals  of  tho   peopl-:'.   and.    in    the   tnd.   ovorturned   the   mighty  fabric  of  the  British 

UJ;  \Vl..r!,*r  tbv  prt -so:  t  :r.> :.  •.:  i-o^^r.  ir:  thi-s  stdt**.  do  not  tread  exactly  in  tiM 
•»t*-i"<  '^i  fill'*  iM-rr.i.-i'Mis  til  !.;*:rry  by  ori»s«.-nbin*:  a:'.«l  di^fran-'hising  so  large  a  pro- 
{'tirti«>?  i»r  .  :nz.::s  a*  thos..'  m..  :•  ^^^■<wrl  :hoy  fii.d  it  thvir  inl«-ost  to  brand  wUh  ths 
il-:;«Mii!'  ir:.-'  of  Torivs  * 

:»tlj  W-:--.  •  r  :tNrtv.  •«..  b.  Jvi-.ii-I  ^it.ulvl  r,  •  »..  .■,  rj-rru.  ■- J  on  as  broad  a  bssii 
..-  i'«i.-':t'U-.  .ii.d  mh«'th»'r  tlio  <urn^'  ^iiu-ios.  it:  .i!'.  .ict«#.  and  in  all  countries,  do  not 
I'M  ilu  •    Th.    same  cfftvts? 
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[No.  2354.] 

Ccion€i  Webb  Expresses   Disappointment  in  Not  Seeing   Crovenwr 

Clinton. 

Fishkill,  3d  June  1770. 

I  am  happy,  my  Dear  Sir,  once  more  to  address  you  from  a  land 
of  freedom ;  it  gives  me  pain  that  I  cannot  have  a  personal  inter- 
view. I  did  expect  it  last  evening  at  New  Windsor  (not  knowing 
TOO  had  left  your  former  residence)  and  was  not  a  little  morti- 

Ctb.  Whether  It  is  not  natural  and  even  Justifiable,  for  that  class  of  people  (let  the 
praicxt  be  erer  so  plausible)  who  bave  been  stripped  of  their  rights  as  men.  by  the 
!urd  hand  of  power,  to  wish  for.  and  endeavor  to  bring  about,  by  any  means,  what- 
«iw.  a  rerolutlon  in  that  state,  which  they  cannot  but  consider,  as  an  usurpation  and 
tyranny? 

Tih.  Whether  a  subject  of  Morocco  is  not,  when  we  consider  human  nature,  a  happier 
Boml.  than  a  disfranchised  citizen  of  Pennsyl\-ania,  as  the  former  has  the  comfort  of 
Melsc  a^l  about  him  in  the  same  predicament  with  himself;  the  latter,  the  misery  of 
being  a  slave  in  the  specious  bosom  of  liberty?  The  former  drinks  the  cup,  but  the 
iittfr  aloDe  can  taste  the  bitterness  of  it. 

SdL  Whether  an  enligrhtened  member  of  a  French  parliament  is  not  a  thousand  times 
Bore  wretched  than  a  Russian  cirf  or  peasant?  As  to  the  former,  the  chains,  from 
bis  WQslMIity,  must  be  extremely  galling;  and  on  the  latter,  they  sit  as  easy  as  the 
tUn  of  his  back. 

Hi.  Whether  it  is  salutary  or  dangerous,  consistent  with,  or  abhorrent  from,  the  prin- 
c;pl«  and  spirit  of  liberty  and  republicanism,  to  inculcate  and  encourage  iu  the 
p«;le.  an  idea,  that  their  welfare,  safety,  and  glory,  depend  on  one  man?  Whether 
±(y  really  do  depend  on  one  man? 

:Xii.  Whether,  amongst  the  late  warm,  or  rather  loyai  addressers,  In  this  city,  to 
ba  Excellency  General  Washington,  there  was  a  single  mortal,  one  gentleman  excepted, 
who  could  possibly  be   acquainted  with  his  merits? 

::th.  Whether  this  gentleman  excepted,  does  really  think  his  Excellency  a  great  man ; 
©r  whether  evidences  could  not  be  produced  of  his  sentiments  being  quite  the  reverse? 

llth.  ^"heiher  the  armies  under  Gates  and  Arnold,  and  the  detachment  under  Starke, 
to  tbe  Northward,  or  that  immediately  under  his  Excellency,  in  Pennsylvania,  gave 
tte  decisive  turn  to  the  fortune  of  war? 

UUl  Whether,  therefore,  when  Monsieur  Gerard  and  Don  Juan  de  Miralles,  sent  over 

t»  their   respective  courts   the  pictures  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington   at  full 

leigth    by   Mr.   Peal,   there  would  have  been  any   impropriety  in  sending  over,   at  the 

umt  time,  at  least  a  couple  of  little  heads  of  Gates  and  Arnold  by  M.  de  Simitierc. 

14Ui.  O-  what  principle  was  it  that  Oongrress  in  the  year  1776,  sent  for  General  Lee 

TJit*  from  Georgia,  with  injunctions  to  join  the  army  under  General  Washington,  then 

ii  Tork-Island,   without  loss  of  time. 
:5th.  Whether  Congress  had  reason  to  be  satisfied  or  dii^atisfled  with  this  their  recal 

rf  General  Lee,  from  what  subsequently  happened  on  York-Island,  and  at  the  White- 

PUiaa? 
Wih.  Whether  Fort  Washington  was  or  was  not  tenable?    Whether  there   were  bar- 

rxebi.  casemates,  fuel,   or  water,  within   the  body  of  the  place?    Whether  in  the  out- 

»prit5.  the  defences  were  in  any  decent  order?    And  whether  there  were  even  platforms 

br  the  guns? 
:Tih   ^"hether.  if  it  had  been  tenable  it  could  have  answered  any  one  single  purpose? 

Iti  tt  cover,  did  it  protect  a   valuable  country?    Did  It  prevent  the  enemy's  ships  from 

puting  or  repassing  with  impunity? 
llth.  Whether,   when   General   Howe  manifestly   gave   over  all   thoughts   of  attacking 

Oflficral  Washington,  in  the   last  strong  position  in  the  rear  of  White-Plains,  and   fell 

Wk  towards   York-Island,    orders   should    not    have   been   immediately   dispatched   for 


14 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 


f.Vf»d  at  my  disapiMiintment.  General  Parsons  will  give  yon  mj 
n^asons  for  not  waiting  on  you  now,  which  I  hope  will  be  satifr 
factory,  as  early  as  my  situation  will  admit.  I  shall  take  great 
pleasure  in  paying  my  respects  to  you;  in  the  inteerim  I  am  re 
speot  fully  and  very  sincerly  your  friend  &  AflPee't  Hum's  Serv'l 

Saml.  B.  Webb. 
Re  pleasing  enough  to  excuse  the  little  ceremony  and  great 
hurry. 
Gov'r  Clinton. 

tho  ev«cuAtlon  of  Fort  Wasbtnffton,  and  for  the  remoTal  of  all  the  su)res  of  value  fron 
l>Vrt  lxH»  to  •om«  necurf'  spot,  more  removed  from  the  river?  WhcUier  tbia  was  xw 
priHHwrd  and  th«  prctpoMl  sJighted? 

19th.  Whether  the  lo«s  of  the  muriaoo  ol  Fort  Waahinston,  and  its  conscqaeot  lost 
of  Port  Lee,  with  th«  tonts.  stores.  Ac.  had  not  such  an  effect  on  the  spirits  of  thi 
p<«pl<».  a»  to  make  the  difference  of  twecty  ihoasAnd  men  to  America? 

^>(h.  Whether,  in  the  defeat  of  Brandewine,  General  SuUtvan  was  really  the  persoi 
^ho  ouKht  to  have  been  censurrd? 

31st.  Wliether,  if  Duke  Feolirand  had  commanded  at  Germantown.  after  havini 
i^ainvd.  hy  the  valour  of  his  troops,  and  the  ceclipence  of  his  tnemy.  a  partial  vlctorjr 
he  wi^uld  ha\e  <\>ntTlv<d.  bjr  a  sinfrle  stroke  of  the  Bathos,  to  have  corrupted  thii 
partial  victory  into  a  detfeat?* 

a.  Whether  our  position  at  Valley  Fonee  was  not  such,  that  tf  General  Howe,  o 
at^eraards  i«eneral  Clinton,  had  be<(n  w^Il  irformed  of  its  circumstances,  defects.  an< 
xice«s  ihrv  n-iifcht  thm  at  the  head  of  ti^n.  or  even  of  cif±t  tbousand  men,  have  redact 
the  An^errran  army  to  the  same  fatal  iiecetssiiy  as  the  Americans  d:d  Geceral  Bar 
tvtjr.e" 

SM  Whnher  the  trt&ls  of  ircneral  St.  Clair,  of  vhich  court-martia]  General  Linool 
mas  p7S^y&c7.t,  aiid  that  on  General  Ik*.  ^mtTt  cocdnct<^  m  the  aarne  forms,  and  oi 
the  Munrtr  pr:>f:rlos*  Whether  it  the  former,  all  hearsay  evidences  w«^  rot  absolutel 
rr.:ected    ard  ir.  the  latter  h«arf*x  fxid<Tif^  did  not  f»oi.«.m::<  a  very  r^Licderable  part 

r44h  Whr:hec,  ;t  the  iWrieriil*  A>.'»:!ii«-  ar.i  ?i-  Ci*.:-.  had  b«»ii  tried  by  the  tarn 
o*M;Tn  n-.fcrt.j.^  as  iVneraJ  l^ec  was.  A:^a  insifta  oif  OoiLfrms*.  GwieraJ  Washl'stos  ha 
>eor  \>f  r"o*e:»itor  thoj»e  ireTit.Mntfr  ■;.::< vet  r-riMia^ie  as  tbwr  ;*fr;an:i  was*  would  a< 
Kavf  >.:."s-^.^  a  *T-rj  uf^  .tifci-.-**  .if  N  .;.<:  o.-.r,4<ir.r:e£*  A:  d  mbfihc-r.  il  i^ntad  of  G<: 
ori*;  W*v>..iy(cift:.  Cor,r:«e*»  >.ufi  ><v:.  :hf  7.r«K';i;l:r  L-*»:friJ  lift  wc'Uid  dpi  probah! 
5>«fr  >e<fi   a.^Qi:  :;i«d  »-:l).  ll»f  l.iflio:   Inm^.-'l:  "^ 

:^.:t.  "W  hr-Thrr  1  r..iJM  tm  kt-T***.:  :.■  cm-?  mar  m^:  Las  road  G<:<ral  Washlrftoc 
)fu*-  r.*  *\sT.r-i«v  .-.r  iW  t.Kj.r  u  \  ciz.n  r>^.\i  t;  i  tJ<  T'*o,-***'e:rpf  of  the  Cour 
Vi.-;'i.  >^  *  t '.  h  I'ii't'tn.'  '.«/  »j.»  :*''i»ft  li.u:  .t  :t»f  .'.■i::(::s  .-if  tr-f  ft*mj«r  are  fact 
T-iii  .■»f  "^  »' »•:  f -1.  Imu  t  iix::r:'t  r.  ii*-!  Vf  i.  :.*sm'.  .'.:  il'<  m:*?::  tSif>ii^:iLl»if  tt  da  nous  lie 
>«i  .  ;>ti.i  :).<  %■>•.■,<  •.;*.;  t  ..:  i « 'flfi-.i-s  N.-1  ..'  :!■:  :.•.••:  ;.:  ;hr  ^.-nsi-rti-o:.  ai.a  pr^Mh 
.  I  »« .  ri  t  •  )v  V  <-  ^^  •'*  •■>. :  t  :u:  =i.*-«  u>  :!:  Tf's:  :i«.i:  ■(•*  :'  :»i:i5»'  |rt::.'TTer  zn 
.•.■■.'  •  ■.-?'.■  I'l  «■.  ■'  .■  ..;  .»!  I.  ?*.  J. ■*.•!  .'  .»  ..r«t  J  •.  ■.  -1  .M.:  ,  >ft(  'w  :L  'Jt;f  i-.iM 
>   <•■  •      ■     f    -    rv    i    ■.  '     «    •    ■.•       ■'      !'••..?.    Viv    \  .-.-k    '.v...-   .1.    >.-».  if;T    .':■..:■■  It.-:  I. 
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[No.  2356.] 
Ra4ion  Returns  of  Associated  Exempts  (U  FisMoiU. 
A  provision  return  of  the  Associated  Exempts  Stationed  at 
the  New  Magazine  in  Fishkill  Commanded-  By  CoUo.  Command't 
Swartwout,  made  out  for  three  Days  this  3  June  1779: 
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Sir,    Deliver  the  above  Rations  Provisions. 

Jacobus  Swartwout,  Colo.  Comdt. 
June  3d  1779. 

To  N.  Stevens,  A.  C.  Issues. 


[No.  2357.] 

A  Reffimental  Return  of  Colo.  Hardenhergh^s  Regt.  of  MilUiay  Xott 
at  West  Point  agreable  to  the  Returns  delivered  by  the  Command 
ing  officers  of  the  Rispectwe  Comp'ys  of  said  Regt,  (as  follows): 
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p.  Job's  Hardenbergh  Jr.,  Colo. 
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[No.  2358.] 
A  Return  of  a  Part  of  the  2d  Regiment  of  Militia  from  Ulster  County 
Commanded  by  Lieut.  CoU,  Jacob   Newkirk.     West   Pomt,  June 
3d  1779. 
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George  Denniston,  Adjutant. 


[No.  2359.] 
Petition  in  Behalf  of  Jona^  Rumsey. 


[No.  23G0.] 

Pr'ifidait  Jay   Writes  to  Govcnwr  Clinton  Regarding  the  Vermont 

Imbroglio, 

Philadelphia  3d  June  1771). 

Ivar  Sir:     It  will  doubtless  give  you  pleasure  to  hear  that  the 

Vork  Delegates  voted  for  each  of  the  members  of  the  Committee 

m^-Dtioned  in  the  Letter  herewith  enclosed,  four  of  them  were 

5     Qnanimously  appointed,  and  there  were  but  two  Ballots  which 

<1M  not  contain  the  name  of  Mr.  Root.    The  unanimity  of  C'on- 

pvsson  this  occasion  is  an  agreable  Circumstance.    Mr.  Laurens 

nK>ved  that  A'ermont  should  be  desired    to    send  Deputies  to 

•Omitted. 


18  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

represent  their  Case  to  Congress  but  nobody  seconded  him.  He 
denies  Allen's  Report  so  far  as  it  respects  him  to  be  true.  He 
confesses  often  to  have  seen  Allen  &  to  have  promised  that  he 
should  be  heard,  before  Congress  did  any  thing  in  the  matter. 
The  few  dissenting  voices  on  the  Question  disliked  the  modera- 
tion of  the  Resolutions,  and  were  for  coercive  measures  in  the 
first  Instance.  Their  future  Conduct  however  (should  the  Con- 
troversy continue)  will  be  influenced  greatly  by  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  who  are  not  ill  disposed  tow^ards  us  at  present. 
Care  should  be  taken  that  they  return  with  favorable  Im- 
pressions. I  wish  General  Schuyler  would  interest  himself  a 
little  in  this  matter.  His  address,  acquaintance  with  men,  and 
Knowledge  of  this  Dispute  &  the  Characters  concerned  in  it^ 
might  be  useful.  I  mean  that  he  should  attend  to  and  inform, 
not  accompany,  the  Committee.  Inclosed  is  a  Letter  from  Roger 
Shearman  to  Chittenden,  which  he  shewed  me.  It  informs  him 
of  the  appointment  of  a  judicious  Committee  &  advises  him  to 
use  his  Influence  to  maintain  the  public  Tranquility  &c.  A  Copy 
of  the  Resolution  is  enclosed  in  it.  I  think  it  would  be  proper 
to  forward  it  speedily.  It  may  prevent  outrages  for  the  Present. 
My  best  Respects  to  Mrs.  Clinton.     I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  oh't 

Serv't 

John  Jay. 
Gov'r  Clinton. 


The  New  Hampshire  Grants  Committee, 

'Philadelphia  July  (June)  3d  1779. 
Bar,    I    did    myself  the  Honor  the  Day  before  ye.^terdny  to 
:  your  Excellency  a  <'opy  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the 
lirecting  among  other  Thin.us  thai  a  Committee  be  ai>- 

ftciUlttiUry  Hi£tory  of  New  Yoik. 
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pointed  to  repair  to  the  Inhabitants  on  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants  for  the  Purposes  mentioned  in  it.  The  Committee  was 
appointed  yesterday.  They  are  the  Hon'ble  Oliver  Else  worth 
and  Jesse  Root  of  Connecticut,  Timothy  Edwards  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  Doctor  Witherspoon  of  New  Jersey  &  Colo.  Atlee  of 
Pensilv'a.  Notice  will  be  immediately  sent  to  each  of  the  Gentle- 
men of  their  appointment,  and  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  press- 
ing them  to  enter  on  the  Business  committed  to  them  without 

delay.    I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c.  &c. 

John  Jay. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  2361.] 

Joseph  Sackett  Pleads  for  Jonas  Rumsey. 

Gray  Corte  June  4,  1779. 

To  his  Exelency  George  Clinten,  Esqr. 

I  Culd  not  Signe  the  Petetion  in  favor  of  Jonas  Rumsy  in  the 

forme  it  is  Drawn,  But  as  I  was  the  person  agreavd  and  the 

Cheaf    Evidence  ag't  him,  am   Very  Desireas  that  he  may  be 

Pardoned,  as  I  am  Credablely  Informed  he  had  been  Drinking 

hard    all    the  Day  proceading.     I  never  Saw  him  before  that 

Evening  as  I  know  of;    that  I  knew  nothing  of  his  Carrocter; 

when  he  told  me  he  must  have  my  money  I  opened  my  pocket 

book  &  took  the  money  from  o(li(»r  papers  &  handed  it  to  him; 

it  was  one  Seven  Doller  Bill,  a  f(^w  Small  Bill  which  amounted 

to  near  about  Seven  Doll<»i\s  iiioiv,  it  mite  be  a  little  more  or 

less,     I  Begg  your  P^xolency's  mercy  for  the  young  man;  (.'ou- 

sider  his  youth;  I  hope  he  may  live  to  be  Useful  to  the  Coni- 

munaty;  from  one  of  your  Kxekccy's    petisoners    and    Humble 

Serv't 

Joseph  Sackett. 
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[No.  2362.] 
Commissary  Elmendorph  Establishes  a  Depot  at  Marbletown. 

KingBton  4th  Jane  1779. 
Sir,  Agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  28th  May,* 
I  Have  a  Sufficient  Magazine  Laid  in  for  the  time  you  Specifyed. 
It  is  Lodged  at  Mr.  Dewitt's  at  Marbletown,  agreeable  with  Colo. 
Pawling'S  advice,  where  is  a  guard  Kept  at  Nights.  I  am.  Sir, 
your  most  obedent  Humble  Serv't 

Coenraedt  J.  Elmendorph,  A.  C.  P. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  2:]<ai 

Colofid   Malcom    Reports    the    Dispfrntion    of   his    Troops    in    the 

Highlands. 

i  way  between  Fort  Montg'  &  the  Furnace,  June  4,  1779. 
D'r  Sir;  I  send  Mr.  Hallet  with  notice  of  my  Situation  &r. 
Several  reasons  induced  me  to  march  the  Militia  last  evening  to 
this  place.  I  am  now  posted  on  the  Two  passes  from  Haver- 
straw,  with  Guards  at  F't  Montgy  extending  to  the  furnai^,  & 
piquets  advanced  three  miles  on  the  principal  roads  leading  up 
from  Kings  Ferry.  1  have  also  taken  a  Gunrd  boat  w'h  me,  so 
that  the  Garrison  can  not  be  taken  by  Surprize, — &  my  Plan  is, 
in  ca.se  the  enemy  advance,  to  collect  at  the  alarm  &  obstruct 
them,  retiring  towards  the  Garrison.  I  hope  this  plan  will 
meet  with  your  Excellency's  approbation.  I  am  well  convinced 
of  its  propriety.  One  of  the  O.  C.  (Grange  County)  Hegts.  got 
to  the  fort  this  morning.  1  am  not  yet  determined  whether  to 
order  them  out  or  to  allow  them  to  remain  there.     There  are  ti8 


•See  Vol.  IV  pagei  853-854. 
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Ve«8ell8  at  Kings  Ferry,  none  above,  &  a  very  few  Tents  on 
Stonej  Point.*  Mr.  Hallet  will  shew  your  Excellency  a  letter 
from  Co.  Pawling,  &  will  also  tell  you  any  matter  concerning  us 
&c.  &c.  that  yon  may  desire  to  know,  and  will  also  receive  your 
Excellency's  farther  Commands  for  me.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  Respect,  Yonr  Excellency's  Most  Obed't  &  very  H'ble  serv't, 

W.  Malcom. 
I  beg  my  Respects  to  Genl.  Scott  to  whom  I  would  write,  but 
am  told  that  he  is  with  your  Excellency. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

'From  RinsTvood  Iron  Works  under  date  of  June  6,  1779,  Washington  wrote  to  the 
Prcfldent  of  CongremBi 

Sir.  On  tbe  3d  I  had  the  Honor  to  address  Your  E«xcellency  from  Middle  Brook  and 
Horris  Town — and  to  transmit  you  all  the  intelligence  I  had  then  recelTed  respecting 
tbe  moTements  of  the  enemy  on  the  North  River;  and  of  the  measures  I  had  taken  and 
vu  about  to  pursue  in  consequence. 

I  un  now  to  inform  you,  according  to  the  advices  I  have  ohtained.  that,  on  the  2d 
la  tlie  momlDir,  the  ESoemy  opened  a  Battery  at  Stony  Point,  which  lies  on  the  West 
dde  of  the  Hudson  at  the  landing  at  King's  Ferry,  against  a  small  detached  work 
vhich  had  been  erected  on  Verplanck's  Point,  on  the  E2ast  Side,  and  kept  up  a  con- 
itiQt  fire  upon  it,  in  conjunction  with  their  Ships,  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
Ptrt7  sutioned  in  it.  finding  that  It  was  also  invested  on  the  land  side  in  force,  sur- 
rtcdered  by  cmpitulation.*  The  next  day,  that  part  of  the  E}nemy  which  was  landed 
oc  tbe  East  side  of  the  River,  computed  at  five  thousand,  advanced  to  the  Bald  Hill 
below  the  Continental  Village,  when  it  was  expected  that  they  meant  to  attack  our 
troops  in  that  quarter  and  to  gain,  if  possible.  Nelson's  Point  opposite  to  Fort 
ArDold.t  while  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  the  remainder  of  the  army,  should  proceed 
from  Haverstraw  Bay  against  the  Fort,  by  the  routes  on  the  West  side.  This  however 
vu  not  attempted,  and  the  body  of  the  Enemy,  that  appeared  before  the  village,  re- 
i^vaed.  without  making  any  attack,  to  the  ground  from  which  they  had  moved.  The 
^lumj  have  remained  since  in  two  divisions  on  tbe  opposite  sides  of  tbe  River.  Their 
^MieU  have  grenerally  fallen  down  below  King's  Ferry,  and  twelve  square-rigged,  with 
Kifbt  of  a  smaller  sixe  and  Fifteen  flat-bottomed  boats,  with  troops  on  board,  stood 
^^  tbe  River  yesterday,  and  were  seen  till  they  turned  the  Point,  which  forms  tbe 
QKxr  part  of  Tappan  Bay.  The  rest  of  the  fleet  (the  whole  of  which  is  reported  to  have 
<tiBiigted  of  about  Seventy  sail,  and  a  hundred  &  fifty  flat-bottomed  boats  great  and 
B&All)  keep  their  station;  and  the  division  of  troops  on  this  side,  from  tbe  latest 
^ticei,  were  very  industriously  employed  yesterday  in  fortifying  Stony  Point,  which. 
Innn  Its  peninsular   and   commanding  form,   is  naturally  strong,   and  which,   from  the 


The  enemy  landed  in  two  divisions,  one  on  tbe  east  side  of  the  river  under  General 
^'UKhan  eight  miles  below  Verplanck's  Point,  and  the  other  on  tbe  west  side  three 
a^Utt  below  Stony  Point,  where  the  garrison  consisted  of  about  forty  men.  They 
"VMoated  the  post,  as  the  enemy  approached,  on  the  31st  of  May.  Opposite  to  Stony 
Po*it  was  a  small  fort  at  Verplanck's  Point,  called  Fort  Lafayette.  This  was  garrisoned 
^  k  company  of  seventy  men,  commanded  by  Captain  Armstrong,  who  was  compelled 
to  nrrender  when  attacked  by  tbe  cannonade  from  Stony  Point,  and  by  General 
Vuifhan'a  nartr  on   the  other  side.    Tbe  following  were  the  terms  of  tbe  capitulation. 

^Snthe  Glacis  of  Fort  Lafayvttc,  June  Ist,  1779.  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
Md  Cooimodore  Sir  George  Collier,  grant  to  tbe  garrison  of  Fort  Lafayette  terms  of 
Htitr  to  the  persons  and  property  (contained  in  the  fort)  of  tbe  garrison,  they  surren- 
dcrtag  themselves    prisoners   of   war.    Tbe   officers    shall   be    permitted    to    wear   their 

"John  Andr(^,  Aid-de-Camp." 
*Fm  Arnold  was  at  Weat  Point. 
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Captain  Darhy  Reports  His  Command  Too  Weak  for  Comfort, 

Ilonor'd  Sir,    Colo.  Huj^hs  has  eliist  Deliverd  your  Exelency's 

Orders  for  having  the  millitia  Guard  at  Fishkill  Bridg  Relived 

by  the  troops  at  this  place.     Lt.  Colo.  Badlam,  who  Late  Com- 

narrowness  of  the  neck,  that  connects  it  to  the  main,  may  be  Insulated  and  maintained 
without  very  great  difficulty.  This.  Sir.  is  a  summary  of  the  intelligence,  and  of  the 
aituation  of  the  Enemy.* 

Thoir  movi-'Uieuts  and  conduct  are  very  perplexing,  and  leave  it  difficult  to 
determine  what  arc  thoir  real  objects.  However,  us  the  posts  In  the  Highlands  are  of 
Infinite  ronseauence.  and  the  point  In  which  we  can  be  most  essentially  injured.  I  eball 
take  every  measure  in  my  power  to  provide  for  thi:lr  security,  and  accordingly  shall 
mnkc  such  a  dispoi<itIon  of  the  army  as  shall  best  promise  to  answer  the  end.  If  iht-y 
should  not  o[ierate  against  those  iio««tn,  it  would  seem  that  one  part  of  th»:lr  cxpfdltioa. 
ajid  a  principal  one.  Is,  to  cut  off  the  communication  by  the  way  of  King's  Ferry  hy 
€««jiblishiijg  Garri.^ons.    I  have  the  honor  to  be.  *(\ 

Kiom  the  "Camp  at  Stonoy  Point"  3th  Jutie  1779,  General  rattison  wrote  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton: 

I  was  honor'd  with  your  Excellency's  letter  last  NIght.—This  Morning  a  Des(orter 
came  in  from  Wc5t-Poiut,  he  Is  a  very  Intelligent  Fellow,  &  gives  so  clear  &  distinct 
an  .UTount  of  the  Forces  &  Positions  of  the  sevoral  Works  at  that  Place,  as  to  admit 
of  u  tol.iabl«.'  Sketch  being  takrn  by  his  Description  alone— If  you  are  not.  Sir.  in 
Poisrsfjfin  of  ;i  more  pcrfe<t  one.  this  (done  by  B.  Major  Williams)  may  serve  to  give 


•Sir  llmry  Clinton,  who  rommnnd«d  this  expedition  in  person,  was  not  rntlrely 
fiarisn»ij  :it  tli^  jip  s«nt  juncture  with  the  In&tructions  he  rri.rivcd  from  the  ministry, 
and  the  pari  ho  was  niadi.-  to  act.  In  writing  to  Lord  Genrge  (;«Tmain,  after  stating 
the  nuuf.  rons  rliffuulti-.s  with  wliirh  ho  li.ul  b -i n  obliged  ti»  conl»-nd.  and  liintinc  at 
the  appanrit  want  of  i.nnflilcr.cp  injf»lird  by  th*»  tenor  of  the  Instru'tions  lutply  nv^ivrd, 
ho  Kit*  a  on  to  i^ay:  "Is  it  to  bo  euppos'd.  that  1  am  not  on  the  wat'h  to  profit  by 
ev.  ry  favuiablr-  di -pi 'Siting  in  smy  jiari  of  the  cotitinont  or  to  iuipro^i-  ivery  a'-<  idental 
advaMngo  of  ■  Inunihfani^r  -  ?  T  am  or.  tlio  spi..i:  the  earliest  and  most  exaoi  Intelligerce 
on  fvfty  f.jiint  nuirht  naturally  to  n-acli  ni*>.  It  1p  my  int^^n  sf.  as  wi'll  as  my  duty, 
mort'  than  ai.y  vth'-r  \u  r.-nn's  living,  to  inform  my?flf  njinutely  and  justly  of  the 
pailiii:Kir  vi\\<.  i  ri:.i:.  xio:;-.  statr.  ar.d  t'-nipcr  of  every  proviiici*.  nay,  of  f..ry  set 
of  nni,  \\itl  :i  iin-  limits  if  my  <oinnijiiifl.  .vA  it  is  my  liusinrss.  to  mark  evt-ry  possible 
charnii-  In  lli-  ir  *iiiiiatio;\  Why  th«:n.  my  Lord,  withniit  i-onsulting  me.  will  you  udmlt 
the  iil-diLt  .-tnl  ir  intrr-strd  M'igiri'stiiMi.-*"  of  peopU-.  who  lari.ot  be  coniptter.t  Judges  of 
tho  ••ubj'.r.  :ii  il  \>}y/7\o  :i.v  hy  hiritlni;  wi-hes,  with  whiili  I  cannot  agn  •  .  iind  yet  am 
loath  »<»  tli>-f  ;.Miir.'  For  C' ds  ^ako.  my  Lord,  if  you  wish  that  T  should  do  ary  thlr.i:. 
l«av.'  Mi'^  I."  ::,>-♦  If.  and  l«-r  ini.  adapt  my  oJTorts  to  iho  hourly  change  of  o:rinm*tart^'S. 
and  t:'kf  th*-  vh\i  of  my  want  i-f  .«U''«-« «??:.  I  do  r;(.t  wish  to  N-  i-aptlous.  but  I  i-erTai:,ly 
tavi  :  ..r  li;id  that  atTi  iiflim  raid  to  my  Avishos.  a:i'l  that  s.iri.-fa-^rion.  whi?"h  the  weight 
of  rr.y  -::t«;irifii-.  ni.d  tin'  lnip*.s  whirli  you  held  forth  fi»r  me.  gave  mo  reason  to 
oxp'it    ■-    Ni  \v  York.  May  L'Jd. 

Thi-  p»-i  .-'.:i.--  h' r<-  alludid  to.  n?  rommui.irating  "lll-dic"»;tpd  or  Intero^ted  FUgKes- 
tir-n-.*  Mri,  thf  rcfnircts  and  Iat»^  livil  ottti^f^r.^i  in  the  roUmit's.  who  had  gone  baik  to 
Knc-Ii::-!.  TiMi-ii^h  thoir  frji-nds  i:i  Am»ri«ft.  tlipy  r(filv.d  Int.dllci^nr-e  from  every 
quart- r  i  \.i"-.'»  nitl'iir  thf-  dlstro.'^-c<  f-f  tho  iniiplf.  thi-  w«  .ik  condition  of  Washir.ptoc's 
army  tli--  di->iTslor.s  in  Congri  ss.  a':d  thi^  cxhausti-d  state  of  tho  country.  It  was 
vaid.  Til. It  tl..-  i.cn.lc  w.-r-  g!o;inli  i.'  unil«^r  tin?  tyramiy  of  their  Icadr^rss.  and  suffering 
an  r .pi.tis-in;  .  whi.h  tln.y  wuuld  not  much  longer  f-i.dure.  The  proyptcts  of  the 
If.yali-!-*  wty-  ^..liiit'd  \v.  tlio  mo«f  fl.ittoring  colors,  ami  nothing  was  wanting  for  lie 
.•4U«  ■•■"-;  "f  Hi' .r  <■:lU^e  lut  i..'i>.-vita!i<».  on  th*-  pail  of  th-.  govi-rnment,  and  a  vigorous 
P'cs.  .  i:f:.  ;.  i-:  th-  \*:.:-  P'.  nil-  -  w  n*  li- hi  i.nt  at  d:f'»r.  t.t.  pjiint?-.  in  Carolina.  Vir- 
'.rir  1.!.  ;f  d  N.  w  Ilr.Ll.ir  d.  tli;ii  .i  :..-;..  .f.«M-  l-inly  of  1r*'<.p-.  would  giv.'^  cnunt.Tance  to 
rht'  lM\;i;.st.-  .ii  il  di.iw  t..;:iMii'i-  fnn-t  in:-  (o:(,.iIi.l  fri-nd-  to  lb'-  prjiernnn-ni.  whnie 
f'.ir-  ui'-i!d  li--  v-i.!'-..-  I.' ly  l-y  f-.j.  Ji  ;i  -.i]l.v:'.i;  (ijij  ,  !!■  onra'T- mr-nt.  Thf:-*'  rfp<irt* 
writ-  ..,-.  ■:;■>  .  .1- ■.  vi  .1  Til  rl..-  "li-  ;■■:.■  I -.  win-  !■  ;  f  t,,  •h.:i>  a  willing  oar.  and  sent  out 
":ri:  '!.  :.  !..  .-i-  »l.:iv  «'!'..;i  r- ■  ■ni-niMdi:"-  ,i't;i.  k-  at  differ' nt  plaer  .*.  and  thuf 
d-;..'  -!■   ■     '!   •    •    t'.r  -   \\)>.  '•■  »..■  l.;..l  fi.'-i..il.  .ifTir  !■  ivji:  obt.tinul  the  b-^st  knowb'dee 

f  :.i.  :  ..■  I  .  i>.  •.;•:.:•.  I  V  'l!i-  d  !'i.-  '••  pi'ViiLd  d';t':.ir  t'.i;  whol.  war.  Th-'  mln- 
-?.:■  :  :..l  ii-.I.:-  .■  ;■  -p.-  :;■!  «!■  ■.■ptin:  T'l  I.«ii'.-.i?!-  h.-- k  i:i--i':i  rvriit*.  as  they  f.i-tu.illy 
..    ■;■:-. 1.    !■      ^    .-.i; '■•-:!■'■     '■•   .i.:-'!-.  ■    fi   >  nlii 't  ini-   of   .-r-it.-   nap'-r^^-  nion*   e^t  r.inrdir-iiry 

.    <■    •        .:• ■.-.     ■i;'-.-.  •..••i.i-'»d    Vii.w'idi:-     ;i5.il    impra-t  liable    aims    of   th<» 

•■.  !■    •'»•       .'I. -!■  ■    ]•  .    ■    i.f  Li»-d  <;.(..:»;■■  <;   i:ii:.i:,o  with  the  UrltL<h  commander* 
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manded  at  this  place  is  removed  to  Hackensack,  &  the  few  troops 
at  this  place  is  fallen  under  my  Command.  I  have  not  but  about 
thirty  six  men  for  to  suport  the  provost  Guard  with  thirty  pris- 
oners and  the  other  Small  Guards;  had  I  men  Should  think  my 
self  happy  to  obey  your  Exeleney-s  Commands.     I  am,  Sir,  at 

jour  Exelency's  Commands 

Sam.  Darby,  Capt. 
Fishkill  4th  June  1779. 

His  Exelency  Govener  Clinton. 


^  general  Idea  of  the  whole,  as  the  Man  declares  it  bears  the  strongest  Resemblance* 
I  therefore  enclose  it,  together  with  his  Narrative  and  have  likewise  sent  by  this 
Opportunity  the  Man  himself  to  answer  any  further  Questions,  and  to  be  dispos'd  of, 
as  you  shall  be  pleas'd  to  direct— 

The  several  Worlus  here  being  nearly  compleated.  &  every  cautionary  step  taken  to 
make  this  Place  as  secure  as  possible,  I  propose  returning  to  New  York,  on  Saturday, 
and  paying  my  Respects  to  you  in  my  Way  thither. 

Ihifi  Post  is  perfectly  quiet,  ft  the  Country  People  begin  to  bring  in  some  few  Sup- 
ply's.   I  have  the  Honor  to  bo  With  great  Regard  &  Oonfclderation,  &c. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton. 


On   the  same  day  from   Stony   Point,   Pattlson   wrote   to  Lord  Viscount  Townshcnd: 

All  the  Troops  on  Long  Island,  except  one  Provincial  Battalion,  having  quitted  their 

Cantonments,  and  crossed  over  the  East  Uivcr  to  York  Island,  a  Movement  was  made 

on  Friday  the  28th   May,   of  the  following  Corp's,   which   Mnrch'd   from   the   Lines  of 

Kingsbridge  in  four  Column's  Vlz'r: 


Left  Column 


Monnted  Jsiz^rn 
3rd  B  itf  n  Hess'u 
Oreuadlem 
Ke;;t.  of  Bose 


Left  Center  Column 


Fer{rii«oTi'(*  Corp* 

Lijsht  Infantry  of  tho  Line 

Loy'l  Amencuu  Kt-Kt. 


Ki^lit  Center  Column 


KuH'-nVks  Corps 
ITth  F«M)t 
'2.\tA    «1o 
;i3nl    do 
U4th    fio 


Ki;;ht  Column 


(Queens  Itan^erH  Lrgion 
7ih  Foot. 
63iil  F(K>t. 


and  form'd  a  Camp  about  five  Miles  beyond  it  on  a  very  fitronp  ground,  the  right 
extending  to  East  Chester  Creek,  and  tho  loft  to  PliilUpss  House  on  the  North  Ulver — 
The  British  Grenadiers  march'd  from  Jamaica  to  AVhltestouo,  and  passing  over  the 
Snund  to  East  Chester,  joln'd  the  Eucanji»ni«nt— The  little  Park  of  Artillery  consisting 
of  4  light  12  Prs,,  2  Royal  Howitzj  rs  and  a  Cohorn  Mortar  on  a  travelling  Carriage, 
under  the  Command  of  Capt'n  Kochfort  march'd  the  day  following,  und  waft  plac'd 
in  the  Center  of  the  Camp  on  a  very  ('Minnianding  Height,  call'd  Val«^ntincs  Hill.— 
The  Command  of  the  British  Troops  jtt  this  Camp  was  givon  to  Major  donl.  Vauglian 
&  the  Light  Troops  &  Cavalry  to  Sir  William  Krskine.  The  Troops  left  within  the 
Lines  of  Kingsbridge,  were  the  41tli  &  r.Tth  Il^gts.  and  3  Hessian  Ilogts.  under  the 
Command  of  Genl.  Knyphausen;  the  two  Hattallons  of  Guards  &  S  Hessian  llegts.  to 
Garrison  New  York,  &  the  2Gth  &  3Tth  Rogt.s.  with  2  rrovindal  Battalions  rcniain'd 
on  Staten  Island,  under  Major  Genl.  L«'slie. 

About  a  fortnight  previous  to  putting  tlio  Army  In  Motion  Sir  Henry  rilnton  com- 
municated to  me  his  Design  of  attempting  to  roduce  a  Rt'bol  Fort,  cnlloii  La  Fnf/^tte, 
situated  at  Verplank's  Point  on  tho  Ejist  Sld.^  of  the  North  River,  in  the  narrow  Part 
of  Haverstraw  Bay,  and  that  be  intrndtd  to  civ^.'  me  the  Command  of  a  Corps,  to  be 
employed  on  this  Service — 

Thla  Fort  being  erected  for  the  Protection  of  the  Passage  from  the  King's  Terry  on 
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Colonel  Ljidinton's  Re^imewt  Dektched. 

Head  Qrs.  Budds,  June  41  h  1779. 
Sir,  I  am  directed  by  General  McDougall  to  acknowledge  the 
Receipt  of  your  favor  of  this  day,  communicating  his  Excellency  b 
opinion  to  detach  Colonel  Ludington*s  Regiment  which  he  ap- 
proves: And  has  accordingly  given  orders  to  march  for  Crom- 
pond,  and  take  the  best  position  to  answer  the  object  of  his  Com- 
mand.    I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  Servant, 

Ranald  S.  McDougall,  A.  D.  C. 

the  opposite  Side,  it  was  considered  as  an  Object  of  Importance,  to  become  Masten  of 
it.  since  it  would  cut  off  the  principal  communication  between  the  Eastern  and  Westsn 
Colonies,  and  oblige  all  the  Supply's  of  Provisions  or  Troops  for  Mr.  Washington  from 
Connecticut  &  New  England,  to  make  a  large  Detour  oyer  the  Highlands.— On  the  W«t 
Side  of  the  River  directly  opposite  to  Fort  La  Fayette  is  a  very  high  Bluff  Rock,  call'd 
Stoney  Point,  which  comnuinds  it.  and  upon  which  the  Rebels  were  raising  Works,  tht 
General  therefore  determined  to  get  Possession  first  of  this  Post,  as  the  surest  Mcaas 
of  reducing  the  other. 

The  flank  Company's  of  the  Guards,  42nd  Regt.,  Volunteers  of  Ireland  ib  Regt  of 
Prince  Charks  arriving  very  opportunely  from  Virginia  on  Saturday  S>venlng,  the  SMh 
of  May.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  resolv'd  to  carry  the  intended  Operations  up  the  North  Rlvv 
into  immediate  Execution,  and  accordingly  ordered  the  Transports  with  those  Troops 
to  move  up  the  River  that  night,  to  Phillips's  House,  where  they  were  to  be  join'd  bf 
another  Corps,  that  was  to  embark  there  the  next  Morning  from  Chunp,  consisting  of 
the  Light  Infantry  ft  Grenadiers  of  the  Line,  the  Hessian  Grenadiers,  ttrd  Regt.,  dis- 
mounted Legion,  Loyal  Americans  ft  Ferguson's  Corps,  under  the  Orders  of  Major  GtsL 
Vaughan. 

The  Artillery  destin'd  for  this  Service,  to  be  commanded  by  Capt.  Trallle  wis  S 
heavy  &  1  light  12  Pr.  one  light  3  Pr..  one  8  Inch  Howitzer,  one  Inch  mortar,  tow 
Royals  &  two  Cohoms.— The  whole  of  these,  with  their  AmmuniUon  ft  Stores  had  bsti 
embarked  on  board  a  Brig  for  several  Days,  except  one  Light  ft  one  Heayy  12  Pr.  tht 
8  Inch  Howitzer,  two  Royals  ft  light  3  Pr.  Intended  to  be  carried  In  Onn  Boats  tm 
the  first  Landing,  and  on  the  following  Day,  (Sunday  the  30th)  they  were  aecordlngly 
put  on  board  the  Gun  Boats.  &  proceeded  with  the  Brig  that  Evening  up  the  River, 
under  the  care  of  the  Vulture  Sloop  of  War.— The  Raisonable  Commodore  Sir  Gcont 
Collier  and  the  Camilla  Frigate  went  up  the  same  E^7ening. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  left  New  York  that  Day  about  Noon,  ft  went  in  one  oC  bis  owa 
Voh8c1r  to  HiR  Head  Quarters  at  Phillips's  House. — I  was  myself  on  board  tbe  Rdlscm* 
able,  but  as  it  was  inconvenient  for  that  large  Ship  to  move  up  higher  than  Tsny 
Town,  the  rommodore  there  shifted  blR  Broad  Pendant  to  the  Camilla  and  we  prooetdcd 
to  Hn viT5traw  Bay.  which  he  reaeb'd  about  12  o'Cloek  on  Monday  noon.— As  soon  as 
the  Knemy  discover**!  our  Fleet,  wo  eou'd  perceive  they  began  to  draw  off  many  Thlap 
from  Stor.cy  Point,  but  whether  Guns  or  Stores,  we  cou'd  not  discover,  and  very  sooB 
.jftcr  th»y  sf-t  flrn  to  thfir  Works  &  abandoned  the  Placo.— About  4  o'Cloek  this  After* 
'.i»ci..  th-  iTtli.  t";rd  &  filth  Hcets.  and  a  Detachment  of  120  Jagers  landed  withost 
•  •j.po-irio!.  in  a  small  Hay  nt">ar  Stnney  rolnt.  whithiT  we  mareh'd  directly  ft  took  Post 
Th»*  ('niiiMiand^T  iii  (.'hi*  f  wtnt  on  Short'  ih  PiTPon.  and  was  pleas'd  to  put  the  Troops 
■Mnl»  r  my  Commai.d.  A  .«;mall  Br.dy  of  the  Em-my  made  their  appearance,  but  retired 
.!iim«  diat»!y  or.  rmr  landlj  k  -th«'  Guns  from  the  Opposite  Port  flr'd  a  great  many  Shot 
•::«■'    *i,  •  Aiii.  d  (Jalbyy  th.-.r  wt:*-  s(ari<ir.rd  to  covf-r  our  landing,  but  without  effect.— 
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[Xo.  2366.] 

Colonel  Udny  Hay  Condemns  Colonel  Drake's  Conduct  in  a  Horse 

Matter. 

Fish  Kill  4th  June  1770. 

8ir,  Complaint  is  made  to  me  by  one  of  the  Deserters  who 

came  in  today  that  Colonel  Drake,  wanting  to  buy  the  horse  he 

had  brought  from  the  Enemy,  promised  to  give  him  as  much 

for  him  as  he  could  gett  any  where  else,  telling  him  at  same 

time  if  he  did  not  pay  him  all  in  continental  money,  he  would 

make  it  up  in  hard  money,  but  on  the  whole  gave  him  only  two 

IW  lYoops  had  fio  sooner  gain'd  the  Heights  of  StoD«y  Point,  than  Measures  were 
takia  to  land  the  Artillery-— Tte  Moon  favored  this  Operation,  and  admltt'd  of  Its 
Wnf  carried  on  dorinir  the  Whole  Night.— The  landfais  Place  for  the  Cannon  was  very 
iBcoDrenient,  ^>eing  of  deep  Mud,  and  the  Hill  they  were  to  be  drawn  up  craggy,  and 
it  meommon  Steep  Aacent,  68  Men  in  Harnees,  heeides  many  more  shoving  at  the 
VWito,  were  scarcely  able  to  get  up  a  heavy  12  pr.,  but  the  Zeal  &  Activity  of  the 
OSeen  which  I  cannot  sufflciently  commend,  and  the  good  Disposition  of  the  Soldiers 
•vcrctine  all  I>llllcultjrs  with  bo  much  Expedition  that  by  5  o'clock  next  Morning.  Bat- 
t«rtct  were  prepared  and  open'd  with  a  10  Inch  Mortar,  an  8  Inch  Howitzer  &  2  12 
^  aad  the  Oannonading  Bombardment  carried  on  at  the  same  Time— The  Distance 
ttvm  this  Point  to  the  Port  was  reported  not  to  exceed  eight  or  nine  hundred  Yards, 
•w  beiDg  found  to  be  full  fifteen  hundred,  the  light  12  Pr.  &  small  Mortars  were-  of 
lm:e  or  no  use,  but  the  10  Inch  Mortar.  8  Inch  Howitzer  &  Heavy  12  Pr.  were  serv'd 
to  Ttry  good  Eflfect. 

Tb«  Commander    In    Chief,   who  came  on  shore  from  on  board  his  own  Ship  early  in 

tiw  Morning,   and    staid    near  an  hour  on  the  Battery's,   had  the  Pleasure  to  see  both 

5toi  k  Shells   taice    Place — About  noon  upon  a  10  Inch  Shell  falling  into  the  Body  of 

thtir  Work    and   as    "we  since  learri'd.  Killing  3  Men,  the  Enemy  ran  off  and  evacuated 

ti«  Fort,  after    tbrcwlng   some  Barrels  of   Powder  into  the  River.— Sir  Henry   Clinton 

*io  ¥M  with  Genl.    Vaughan  on  the  other  Side,  perceiving  the  Fort  abandoned,   sent 

Of  Notice    of    it.      &     orders    to    stop    firing— But    Genl.    Vaughan's    Corps,    which    had 

Ciwthd  from  Teller's    Point,    where  they  landed  the  evening  before,  now  appearing  in 

5»g!n.  the  Rebels    found  that  their  Retreat  was  cut  off.  and  therefore  return'd  to  the 

hn,  4ad  again    fired   their  Cannon.— Sir  Henry  Clinton  sent  Capt.  Andr^,  his  Alde-de- 

Tunp  with  a  Flag    of   Truce  to  demand  the  Surrender  of  the  Fort.— The  Commandant 

uked  to  march   out    -with   the    Honors  of  War.  but  finding  that  no  other  Terms  would 

fc<  runted  than    Surrendering   Prisoners  of  War,  they  were  after  a  Short  Parly,  con- 

•ttUd  to    and   the    British   Colours  hoisted   in  the  Fort.— The  little  Garrison   consisted 

^  One  Captain,    3    Lieutenants,   a  Surgeon  &  70  Men.— They  had  one   Officer  &  3  Men 

tU«4  but  we   bad   fortunately  neither  Officer  or  Man  hurt.— Their  Guns  wore  fired  iu 

»r»d  Direction,   but   generally  so  much  elevated,  on  account  of  our  superior  Height. 

ikti  the  shot  went  over  our   Heads.— This  small   Fort  appears  to  have  been  originally 

5««ided  as   a    Block    House,    to   be   defended  by  Infantry,   but  a   thick  Parapet   fraiz'd 

^  lince  been    rals'd  round   it,  under  which  towards  the  River  is  a  Barbette  Battery. 

■«atiftg  one  18  Pr.  A  two  4   Prs.— The  Scarp  of  the  Ditch  has  a  Rcvetement  of  Stone, 

*  u  Stockaded,   the  "Whole  encompassed  besides  with  a  very  strong  Chcvaux  de  Frize, 

A  ta  Abbatis. 

TW  two  flrst   Day's   the  militia  were  Impertinently  troublesome  by   coming  down   Ic 

«^U1  Bodies,   and    firing   upon    our  Jager  Post,    but  five  or  Six   of   them    having   boen 

*ro|»t  by  our  Rifle  Shot,   they    thought  fit  to  disappear,   and  have  given  us  no  further 

filAirbancc.  not  eren  to  the  advanc'd  Picquet— One  Jager  only  was  wounded.   - 
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hundred  and  twenty  Dollars,  and  being  askt  for  the  hard  monej, 
said  he  bad  none. 

Such  a  mean  pitifull  piece  of  cunning  in  a  man  of  his  rank  is 
truly  despicable,  besides  being  excessively  impolitic,  and  predu- 
dicial  to  the  cause.     I,  therefore,  desired  the  Deserter  to  wait 

StoDcy  Point  is  by  Nature  exceedingly  strong,  from  its  several  Commanding  Heists* 
and  being  almost  insular,  by  means  of  a  Swamp  ft  Creek  from  the  River,  li  rtrr 
Inaccessible:  but  the  Commander  in  Chief  Laving  determined  to  maintain  tbia  Pott. 
and  to  render  it  as  strong  as  possible,  gave  Orders  for  Batterr's  to  be  erected  on  t!it 
several  Eminent-ies— Working  Parties  wore  immediately  employ'd  under  the  Direction 
of  the  Engineer's  iCapt'n  Mercer  &  Lt.  Fycr's)  and  so  much  Diligence  has  been  uwd. 
that  there  are  already  ii^cven  Facinc-Battorles  nearly  compleated.— The  Guns  intecdnl 
for  the  so  Works  are  two  1'4  Prs.  and  two  IS  Prs..  four  12  Prs.  six  6  Pra.,  and  one  3  Pr.. 
one  li>  hu-h  Mortar,  oi.c  S  Inch  liowlt/er,  two  Royal  Mortars,  ar.d  two  Cohorns  di  — 
and  the  Platforms  will  be  ready  to  receive  them  in  a  few  Days— I  have  the  Honor 
to  send  Your  Lordnhip  a  Plan  of  this  Pnitt.  shewing  huw  the  whole  is  at  preM::i 
fortlfl>  d— There  is  no  Ground  that  can  bo  said  to  Command  it.  except  one  Hill  which 
is  at  upwards  of  a  Miio  Distance,  but  the  almost  unsurmountable  Dlfllculty's.  whih 
must  attend  brir.ging  htavy  Cannon  over  the  Ilaverstraw  Mountains  makes  any  serious 
attack  little  to  be  expected,  however  I  have  Order'd  all  th<-  Woods  in  our  Froct  and 
on  our  riKht  flai.k  to  be  cut  down,  and  Abbatis  to  be  made  in  every  Part  of  practical!* 
Approach— A  few  Duvk  ago  one  of  the  Ktfugets  employ'd  to  bring  In  IntelllgeQC^. 
having  given  me  Information  that  3(m.»  Head  of  Cattle,  which  had  bfeu  driven  back  by 
the  Ilcbels,  were  collo<tid  at  a  pla<-c  about  Six  Miks  Distance,  undrr  a  small  Guard 
of  Militia,  I  pent  out  a  Detachment  of  ovO  M<  n  under  Lt.  Col.  Johnson  that  Night,  la 
hopfs  of  taking  thun  liy  Surprize,  but  whether  thro'  Accident  or  from  Intelligecc* 
their  March  was  j^non  discovered,  which  in  great  Part  defeated  their  Design,  howtrer 
they  lirought  in  t.i^  nrxt  morning  between  Forty  &  Fifty  Head  of  Cattle,  with  a  Number 
of  CalV'H.  II(ii;h.  &c.  without  Lues  of  a  Man  Killed  or  Wounded,  tho'  they  were  fired 
upon  by  scattering  Parties  upon  their  March. 

The  Commai.diT-in-l.'liiif  return'd  by  Water  to  his  Quarters  at  Phillip's  House,  aftw 
the  rtlcl»r;Mii:.  of  His  Majfptys  Birth  Day.  i*hlih  waft  pi'rformed  here,  on  both  s:dcs 
of  th«'  l:iv«  :•  l.y  lloyal  Salutts  of  Cannon,  Vollies  of  Musketry  and  every  other  Democ- 
stratiun  of  Jny. 

Our  pnsvnt  optrations  have  certainly  had  one  Effect  much  wish'd  for,  that  of 
obliging  Mr.  Wiishington  to  Asstnible  hi"^  Troops  ar.d  quit  his  Position  in  the  Jerseys.— 
Dy  thi'  ac(ount.s  I  have  rccviv'd  from  all  the  DescrttTs.  who  have  come  into  this  Camp, 
his  Army.  whi<  .i  th»y  jsay,  docs  not  exce«.d  ri.rmi,  i<  now  march'd  as  far  as  Smith'i 
Clove,  a  Narrow  rai*8  of  th>'  Highlands  ar.d  about  ten  inilt's  from  hence:  that  he  li  to 
halt  Tht  re  'till  h<*  can  judge  of  the  D<  signs  of  the  Pritlsh  Commander,  as  In  that 
situation  he  v,\\l  be  atile  to  return  back  to  the  Jerseys  or  proceed  to  TTixf  Point,  tbf 
only  i'ornniui.icarion  they  have  now  loft  with  Connecticut— This  Place  is  a  great  Object 
of  thfir  .li-alousy  &•  Attention,  and  they  have  beeu  long  labouring  to  render  It  ai 
stroiiir  n*.  Art  c.ui  make  it.-  A  DestTter  who  canu;  in  Yitt^rday  was  so  very  accurate 
and  (lihrintt  in  the  iMscription  he  gave  of  the  Natuie  and  Situation  of  their  seTeral 
Works  MS  to  admit  of  a  Sketch  being  made  of  them,  which  I  take  tho  Liberty  ol 
fiM. l<•^iI.lL^.  :i>  it  may  M-rvc  (If  your  Ivordship  is  not  in  PoHseHslon  of  a  better  Plan^  t( 
.  r.il  i«l>  a  (if  thos.'  Fort.".— He  nports  that  Genl.  Parsons  commands  at  Wesl 
•  1  'h-  (;triison  in  the  difTcnnt  Works  consists  of  Seven  Regts.  from  Massa' 
I'.iv.  .V  i\^o  fmni  North  ("arolii  :i.  iMsidcH  the  Miiitia  who  are  posted  iz  Xhi 
'!  I  -f  ri,.y  ;.i.'  Worl-im  NiKht  and  Day  to  strcncthtMi  their  Works,  liave  ga 
■  r  r'..-  wi,..i.-  t;.ii:i>nri.  .i:.ii  1:  iv»'  stopi  up  all  the  AvenutR  to  the  Forts  will 
!••-.  A  f  .T  iti.-  ('li.iiri  ul::.  h  niMs  :!■  :i»—  the  lilvcr  to  Fort  ConsUtatlon  t 
'•'iV'V  T  ..:.  t'j.tt  wh.'h  u.i~  at  Fort  MotiiKutncr>.  each  link  welghlnje  abovi 
\->\\:  .1-. 

!■■  '■■>  1   1: :i'.'i;o!v  :iic..i ..  r-t  ij   in.(l»  r  (UiA.  VatiKhan,   (except  the  Flank  Con 

?:.-.    <:■.  :-N.    u:i'l    ■:•  i:'.    V..Iii!'t.  ^rs  of    Ir- land.   &    Regt.  of  Prince  CharlM 
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till  I  should  know  from  your  Excellency  whether  you  thought 
it  worth  enquiring  into.  I  am  w'h  true  respect,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obed't  humble  Se't, 

Udny  Hay. 
GoTemoar  Clinton. 

which  were  sent  back  to  the  Camp  at  Valentine's  Hill)  occupy  at  present  the  opposite 
Poet  of  Verplanks  Point,  where  they  have  a  very  strong  Position,  and  as  it  is  intended, 
to  maintain  this  Post,  at  least  for  a  time.  Block  Houses  are  erecting  on  two  Eminences 
ocar  to  Fort  La  Fayette.— General  McDougal  with  three  Brigades  is  said  to  be  at 
Cimiinemtal  Villaffe  near  Peck's  Kiln  River,  about  five  Miles  distant. 

As  the  Works  carrying  on  at  Stoney  Point  are  nearly  finished  and  every  cautionary 
step  taken  to  gire  the  fullest  Security  to  this  Post,  I  shall  in  a  few  Days,  with  the 
Commander-in-Chief's  Permission  return  to  New  York.— From  New  York  Historical 
Society  Collections. 
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[No.  2368.] 

Morning  Returns  of   Exempts  in    the  Highiands,  Under   Oovemor 

Clinton. 

The  Morning  return  of  the  Reg'mt  of  Associated  Exempts 

under  the  Command  of  his  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton,  in  the  High 

Lands  June  4,  1779. 
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Wm.  Smith,  Adjut. 


[No.  2:;^)0.] 

Hiijhlands,  June  ye  //  ye  i77i?. 

i  Ridgemental  Return  of  Coll.  TAidington  Ridgment,  of  Militia  in 
the  Stae  of  New  York, 
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Elijah  Townsend,  Agt.  [Adjutant]. 

Ilcnry  Ludinton.  CokDl. 
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[No.  2370.] 

J.  Return  of  the  2d  Regiment  of  MiUitia  from  VUter  CowOy  Com- 
manded bjf  Lieut.  CoU.  Jacob  Newkirk.  Forest  of  Deam,  June  kt\ 
1779. 
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[No.  2372.] 
Goveimor  Clinton  Issues  Discretionary  Orders  to  Colonet  Maloom. 

June  5th  1779. 
Sir,  I  have  rec*d  your  I^etter  of  yesterday  and  conversed  witfi 
Mr.  Hallett  i^especting  our  affairs  on  the  west  side  of  the  River. 
I  much  approve  of  your  Conduct  &  of  the  Disposition  yon  have 
made  of  the  Troops  under  your  Command.  Colo.  Hay  of  Haver.- 
straw  writes  me  that  the  Enemy  are  plundering  that  Country 
and  that  his  Regt.,  fatigued  and  harrassed  with  continual  Ser- 
vice, are  not  able  to  resist  them  &  that  unless  they  speedilly 
receive  Succour  will  be  obliged  to  yield  to  so  superior  a  Force. 
You  will,  therefore,  take  such  Positions  as  will  enable  you  (if 
it  can  be  done  consistent  with  the  Safety  of  the  Fort)  to  cover 
the  Country  and  defeat  the  Intentions  of  &  harrass  the  Enemy, 
as  you  will  be  best  able,  from  your  Situation  [to  judge]  whether 
they  mean  to  attack  the  Fort  or  to  sweep  the  Country  of  its 
stock  and  Grain;  you  must,  therefore,  in  most  Instances  act 
IMscivtionary  according  to  Circumstances,  without  expecting 
my  particular  Orders,  at  the  same  Time  continuing  to  give  me 
the  earliest  Information  of  the  movements  of  the  Enemy  and 
of  surh  measun^s  as  they  shall  take  in  Consequence  of  this. 

1  am  iS:c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Tol.  Malrom.l 

:Xo.  2:^7:^.1 
(I't'o*;*^'  f^:i»itfn  S^ml^  hu<tnutU'fi<i  .*•>  Culontl  Ludinion  to  Harasi 

Hai'jhi's  Houst*  Junt*  5th  177t«. 
s  •,  I  ;i!;'.  *l;irittHl  bN   Ui»'  tiovf-ruor  to  inform  you  that  some 
.:?;«  \i*  cv  \l   r*i:sii;oss  of  Itiipo;  laiu  »•  to  Uir  State  will  prevent 
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Mr.  Duer,  and  Dr.  Tappen  from  joining  you,  agreably  to  his 
former  intentions.  He,  therefore,  thinks  it  necessary  to  let  you 
know  that  his  wish  is,  that  you  should  in  Conjunction  with 
Colo.  Drake,  Major  Crane,  and  Captain  Delavan's  Company  of 
Horse,  use  every  Exertion  in  your  Power  to  give  Protection  to 
the  Country  in  the  Quarter  to  which  you  are  sent,  and  to  harass 
the  Enemy,  by  keeping  light  Parties  constantly  hovering  round 
them.  A  Proper  Spirit  of  Enterprise  shown  on  this  Occasion 
will  at  the  same  Time,  that  it  proves  advantageous  to  the 
Common  Cause,  highly  advance  the  Reputation  of  the  OflScers, 
who  shall  distinguish  themselves  by  it.  The  Governor  doubts 
not  that  the  utmost  Harmony  will  subsist  between  you  and  the 
principal  officers;  and  that  like  good  Citizens  and  Soldiers  the 
only  Contest  betwixt  you  will  be  who  shall  best  promote  the 
general  weal.  You  will  give  Early  Intelligence  of  every 
material  Circumstance,  which  may  happen  in  your  Quarter;  and 
should  you  and  the  principal  officers  be  of  opinion  that  with  a 
proper  Reinforcement  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  giving 
the  Enemy  a  good  Partisan  check,  measures  will  be  immediately 
adopted  to  enable  you  to  effect  it;  and  myself  and  Dr.  Tappen 
will  join  you  without  Loss  of  Time.  As  it  will  be  imposible 
for  you  to  harass  the  Enemy  and  to  give  Countenance  to  Deser- 
tion without  taking  a  Position  pretty  near  to  the  Enemy,  you 
will  see  the  necessity  of  being  extremely  cautious  in  placing 
your  Guards,  and  vigilant  in  preventing  a  Surprise.  For  this 
Purpose  the  Governor  would  recommend  Employing  Captain 
Delavan's  Horse  as  Night  Paroles  in  the  Front  and  Flanks  of 
your  Piquets,  and  that  for  the  greater  Security  you  will  fre- 
quently change  the  House  where  you  Piquet  is  mounted.  Per- 
sons of  a  Suspicious  Character,  and  where  Residence  in  the 
3 
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vicinity  of  your  Post  will  in  your  opinion  prove  hazardous  to  |ts 

Safety  ought  agreably  to  act  of  the  Legislature  to  be  removed 

to  a  proper  Distance.    You  will  communicate  this  Letter  to 

Colo.  Drake,  Major  Crane,  and  Captain  Delavan.    I  am.  Sir,  by 

order  of  his  Excellency,  the  Gov'r,  and  with  great  Personal 

Respect  your  obt.  &  H'ble  Serv't, 

W.  Duer,  Aid  de  Camp. 

P.  S.  Lt.  McClennan  an  oflflcer  of  approved  partisan  abilities 
will  join  you  as  a  Volunteer.  It  is  the  Governor's  wish  that 
you  should  indulge  him  with  the  Command  of  a  Small  Party 
of  Volunteers  to  Enable  him  to  make  some  Prisoners  from  the 
Enemy.    W.  D. 

[To  Col.  Ludinton.] 


[No.  2374.] 
Oovemor  Clinton  Notifies  Otneral  McDougall  of  His  Disporitions. 

June  5th  1779. 
Sir,     Colo.  Ludington  marched  with  his  Begt  last  Ev^iing 
for  Crumpond  where  he  is  to  act  in  Concert  with  Colo.  Drake    i 
&  with  the  Force  in  that  Quarter  which  will  consist  of  his  own, 
Colo.  Drake's  &  Major  Crane's  Regt.  &  Capt.  Delavan's  Com- 
pany of  Light  Horse;  they  are  to  make  the  best  Disposition  for 
Covering  the  Country  &  annoying  the  Enemy.    As  the  Appoint- 
ment of  Coles.,  Commandant  might  introduce  Confusion  in  the 
Militia,  and  I  am  by  no  Means  clear  that  I  have  Authority  to   i 
consent  to  it,  it  will  be  best  to  omit  it.     Colo.  Command't  Swart-   r 
wont's  Brigade  is  large  but  as  Ludington's  Regt.  is  detached  ft   i 
a  Part  of  it  is  at  this  Post,  the  Part  which  is  with  you  will  not  | 
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The  Ck>mmanding  Officer  of  the  Connecticut  Militia  is  ordered 
to  rendeTonz  his  Troops  at  Fredrick's  Burgh  &  Horse  Pond, 
where  I  am  informed  most  of  them  were  assembling  in  the  first 
Instance  &  there  wait  your  further  orders.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 

I  enclose  you  a  Letter  I  have  just  rec'd  from  Colo.  Beardsly, 
command'g  the  Connecticut  militia.  Capt.  Calkins  the  Bearer, 
will  deliver  your  orders  to  them. 

[To  Gen.  McDougall.] 


[No.  2375.] 

Colonel  Van  Schaick  Sends  IntelUgenoe  to  Oeneral  James  CUnton 
of  the  Intentions  of  Central  New  York  Indians. 

Fort  Schuyler,  June  5th  1779. 
D'r  Sir,  Just  after  closing  the  Letter  I  wrote  you  this  day 
some  of  the  Oneida  and  Tuskerora  Chiefs  came  down  to  the 
Fort  and  confirmed  what  Mr.  Dean  told  me  respecting  the 
enemy's  collecting  in  the  Seneca's  Country,  and  informed  that 
they  had  often  been  told  that  our  arm  was  long  &  strong,  that 
the  time  was  now  come  that  we  ought  to  shew  it;  That  the 
Oneidas  and  Tuskeroras  had  by  their  attachment  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, rendered  themselves  an  Object  of  resentment  to  the  upper 
nation,  that  without  a  speedy  assistance  they  expected  soon  to 
be  burnt  out,  They  urged  in  the  strongesit  terms,  the  necessity 
of  the  army's  coming  up  soon,  thi.t  they  are  ready  to  Join  us, 
they  are  convinced  that  no  peace  can  be  effected  with  the  upper 
nations  but  by  Arms,  and  concluded  by  saying,  that  they  expected 
to  have  seen  the  Army  before  now,  and  hoped  that  tbeir  brethren 
the  Americans  would  not  neglect  them  too  long,  they  also  in- 
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form  me  that  the  enemy's  scouts  are  frequently    about    theii 

Castle.    I  have  sent  Letters  to  the  Commanding  Officers  at  Porti 

Harkimer,  Plank  and  Cherry  Valley. 

I  send  this  by  an  Indian  runner  to  the  Commanding  Office] 

at  Fort  Harkemer,  at  the  request  of  the  Chiefs,  durst  not  ventun 

out  my  own  men,  as  the  enemy's  Scouts,  by  accounts,  are  Con 

Btantly  about  the  Garrison.    Your  Obed't  Serv't 

G.  V.  Schaick. 
Copy. 

Brig'r  Gen.  Jas.  Clinton. 
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[No.  2378.] 

General    Mk^ougall    to    Governor    CUnton    Regarding    Military 

Dispositions, 

Buds  5th  June  1779. 

Sir,  As  yon  informed  me,  you  had  called  for  the  Militia  of 
Fairfield  County,  to  take  Post  at  Fredericksburgh  I  took  the  Lib- 
erty yesterday  to  request  you  to  order  a  detachment  of  Col. 
Mosley's  reg.  which  arrived  at  Fish  Ball,  to  the  Position  you  in- 
tended them  for.  If  my  memory  serves  me  it  was  Fredericks- 
burgh. I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  direct  the  command- 
ing officer  of  that  Militia  at  Fish  Kill  or  Fredericksburgh  to  halt 
those  which  may  be  on  their  march  there,  till  farther  orders.  I 
wish  to  see  you  and  General  Scott  at  5  this  afternoon,  if  its  con- 
venient.   I  am,  Sir,  your  H'ble  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  2379.] 

Papers  Relating  to  a  Ferry  on  the  Mohawk,  at  Half  Moon, 

Sir,    1  gave  an  account  of  the  two  Enclosed  Certificates  and 

forgot  then  to  put  them  up.     I  dont  mean  it  should  Interfere  with 

jonr  military  Business  now,  only  that  you  may  have  them  put 

up  together  &  let  it  lay  untill  you  have  sent  them  Raggamuffens 

Bag  again  to  New  York.     Send  me  as  offten  as  Convenient  an 

account  what  the  method  you  take  for  that  Purpose.     I  am  your 

ten-  Hum'e  Ser't 

Ab'm  Yates,  Jun. 
Albany  6th  June  1779. 

Govemour  Clinton. 
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This  is  to  Certify  that  we,  the  Subscriber  InhabitantB  of  the 
Bocht  and  Half  Moon  in  the  County  of  Albany,  neighbours  of  Mr. 
Isaac  J.  Fonda  and  well  acquainted  with  the  Situation  of  the 
'  place  where  he  lives,  being  on  the  Banks  of  the  Mohawks  River 
nearly  two  miles  above  the  Cahoes,  where  there  now  is  and  Neces- 
sarily has  been  a  Ferry  kept  up  for  the  Convenience  of  the  Inhab- 
itants and  Travellers  for  a  great  number  of  years. 
County  of  Albany  17th  May  177  [9]. 

Fraderick  Cnute,  Hendrick  Vanderkar,  Arent  Vanderkar,  Jan 

,  Dirck  Vanderkar,  Goshen  Van  Schaick,  John  G. 

Rumsey,  John  Clute,  Abraham  Buys,  Garrit  J.  Lansingh,  Noah 
Jillett,  Benjamin  Matthews,  Jacobus  V'n  Schoonfaoven. 


This  is  to  Certify  that  we  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the 
Bocht  and  Half  Moon  in  the  County  of  Albany,  neighbours  of 
Mr.  Garret  F.  Cnut,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  Situation  of 
the  place  where  he  lives,  being  On  the  Bancks  of  the  Mohawk's 
River  at  the  Cahoes  where  there  now  is  and  has  Necessarily  has 
been  a  good  Gris  mill  kept  up  for  the  Conveniance  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  place. 
County  of  Albany  the  17th  May  1779. 

Jacobus  Van  Schoonhoven,  Henry  Fiero,  (?)  Garrit  J.  Lansingh, 
Handrick  Wendel,  Noah  Oillett,  Isaac  Fonda,  John  G.  Clute, 
David  Fero  Luycas  Witbeeck,  Abraham  L.  Witbeeck,  Gerrit  Wit- 
beck. 
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[No.  2382.] 

Oeneral  Return  of  the  Regent  of  Associated  Exempts  Under  tJu 
Command  of  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

Camp  at  Mr.  Southard's  High  Lands  June  7th  1779. 


§ 

Lieut.  Col. 

u 

s 

a 
< 

a 

H 

4* 

a 

1 

m 

1 

1 

1 

Pr««eot  fit  for  Dut^ 

i    . 

1 

2 

8 

2 

11 

4 

109 

>« 

on  Duty 

1 

1 

1 

2 

20 

81 

OB  Command 

1 

1 

8 

1 

81 

» 

Sick 

11 

1 

20 

» 

Total 

\       1 

1 

2 

1 

[l]0 

3 

15 

7 

101 

m 

Detail  of  the  Guards: 
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Gor'nn  Gaaid 
Qiia*r  ditto 

Rufus  Herrick,  Lieut.  Coll. 
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[No.  2384.] 

GmeraH  Parsons  Unable  to  Control  His  Command  Either  Ay  Numbers 

or  by  Orders. 

West  Point,  7th  June  19. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  seen  your  Letter  to  Genl.  McDoogal  respect- 
ing the  militia,  and  am  concernd  that  any  Bepresentations  shoald 
be  made  which  should  induce  you  to  imagine  the  Question  rela- 
tive to  the  militia  is  a  Dispute  about  Command  or  Hank;  I  think 
it  an  exceeding  improper  Time  to  draw  these  Rights  in  Question 
and'  am  as  well  satisfied  that  Col.  Malcomb  should  use  his  Dis- 
cretion about  conducting  the  militia  as  to  have  any  concern  my- 
self about  the  matter;  indeed  1  choose  it  and  have  a  very  good 
opinion  of  Colo.  Malcomb  as  an  OflScer  &  a  Gentleman,  but,  Sir, 
I  am  ordered  here  to  be  answerable  for  the  Safety  of  this  Poet 
and  am  informed  three  Thousand  men  are  the  Garrison,  of  which 
Part  is  from  ye  militia;  of  the  latter  I  find  none.  My  Guards, 
therefore,  and  Patroles  Scouts  &c.  are  as  numerous  as  though 
the  militia  were  not  out.  1  have  no  Returns  from  them,  nor 
any  Information  respecting  their  Guards  &c.,  in  Short  they  are 
so  uncontrouble  by  my  orders  that  I  cannot  consider  myself  as 
accountable  for  this  Post,  which  is  to  be  defended  by  3000  men 
when  a  Sixth  or  fifth  Part  are  deficient  &  when  I  have  no  such 
controuling  Power  as  to  compel  them  to  come  in  when  I  call; 
there's  no  misunderstanding  on  the  Subject  between  me  &  Cok). 
Malcomb  on  the  Subject  but  1  must  have  men  under  my  com- 
mand if  I  am  to  answer  for  their  conduct. 

I  believe  most  of  the  militia  are  well  posted  at  present  but 
when  I  shall  get  them  in  if  wanted  I  cannot  tell.  Col.  Tust(Hi 
with  his  Regt.  came  into  the  Fort  today,  but  I  believe  they  will 
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mofit  of  them  go  off  tomorrow;  I  wish  you  will  come  over  &  see 
them.    I  am,  D'r  S'r,  yr.  Obed't  Serv't, 


Saml.  H.  Parsonfi. 


To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2385.] 
Samuel  Tinonsend  Obtains  Permission  to  Seise  Wheat  Summarily, 

Bedford  7th  June  1779. 

Hon'rd  Sir,  The  Confused  State  in  which  the  County  of  West 
Chester  hath  been  in  for  Some  time,  by  the  Ravages  of  the  En- 
emy, hath  Disabled  me  from  procuring  a  Supply  of  flour  for  the 
Guards  of  this  County  &  Fairfield  County, — while  a  Considerable 
Quantity  of  wheat  is  yet  in  this  County,  which  the  proprietors 
Refuse  to  Sell,  and  now  Since  this  present  alarm,  I  am  informed 
that  Many  Disaffected  persons  are  Threshing  out  their  Wheat, 
(which  we  Suppose  is  for  the  Enemy)  and  unless  authority  is 
Vested  in  Some  person  for  Seizing  and  Securing  the  wheat  & 
fiour  in  this  County  (Below  our  Guards)  for  the  army  Very  Soon, 
our  Guards  on  these  Frontiers  will  Soon  be  Discharged  for  want 
of  Bread. 

I  have  Exjwrted  Seventy  four  Barrels  of  Flour  to  Reubin 
Stiles,  A.  C.  I.  att  Horse  Neck,  on  the  jx^rmitt  of  one  hundred 
Barrels,  Rec'd  from  your  Excellency  of  the  12th  of  May  1779 
and  Expect  to  Send  out  two  or  three  Ivoads  more  on  the  Same 
permitt  this  day,  which  will  be  almost  the  Quantity  of  Said  per- 
mitt,  and  as  I  hope  to  make  Some  more  flour,  please  to  Send  me 
by  the  Bearer  a  further  permitt  for  one  hundred  Barrels  of  flour 
to  be  Exported  out  of  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  Guards  in  Con- 
necticut. 
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I  this  Morning  Applyed  to  Jacob  Purdy,  Esqr.  who  Informed 

Me  that  he  hath  Received  no  authority  for  Seizing  wheat  or  flour 

therefore,  a«  doubt  not  but  that  your  Excellency  will  think  oui 

present  Necessity  worth  attending  to,  Hope  that  a  CommiBsio] 

may  be  Forwarded  by  the  Bearer,  for  Remedying  the  presen 

Evil.    I  am  with  all  due  Respect  your  Excellency's  Very  Hum'< 

Serv-t 

Saml.  Towneend,  A.  C.  P. 
His  Exc'cy  George  Clinton. 

P.  S.    I  am  Informed  that  a  Great  Number  of  Live  Stock  is 
now  below  our  Guards,  Some  of  which  is  fatt,  which  the  Enenr 
will  get,  if  not  Soon  Removed,  which  I  have  acquainted  Genr] 
McDougall  with. 
[Indorsement]  

Gilbert  Purdy  Esqr.  is  authorized  &  appointed  to  seize  wheal 

&  Flour  in  the  County  of  West  Chester  in  this  State  for  the  us( 

of  the  army  agreable  to  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  in  that  Case 

made  &  provided.     Given  under  my  Hand  in  Camp  in  the  High 

lands,  Dutchess  Countv,  this  8th  Dav  of  June  1779. 

[G.  C] 


[No.  2^86.] 

General  McDougall  Xotifies  the  Governor  that  Washington  Wishe. 
An  Interview  at  West  Point  the  Xext  Day. 

Buds,  7th  June  1779  8  P.  M. 

Sir,    received  your  favor  of  this  afternoon  inclosing  Copy  o 

Ool,  Woodhull'ft.*    I  was  some  days  ago  convinced  of  the  Enemie 

'  himself  at  the  Ferry,  but  have  not  ha( 

'»e  East  Side.    And  if  I  had,  it  wouU 
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haTC  been  ineffectual  as  to  the  west  Side.  The  Enemy  has  been 
far  Saperior  to  me  on  this  Side,  in  regular  Troops,  superior  to 
both  militia  &  Continentals.  Besides,  there  is  but  one  Bridge 
on  which  we  could  enter,  unless  we  exposed  our  selves  to  the 
Fire  of  all  his  shiping.  I  inclose  a  Letter  from  the  Commander 
in  chief.*  By  one  to  me  which  came  with  it,  I  conclude  it  is 
an  invitation  to  meet  him,  to-morrow  morning  at  West  Point. 
Please  to  inform  me  by  the  return  of  the  Bearer,  whether  you 
purpose  goeing  over.    I  am  Sir,  your  Hble.  Serv. 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  2387.] 

(    Cdhnd  Maloom    Urges  the  Dismissal  of  the  MUitia  for  Political 

Reasons. 

Camp  near  Fort  Montgomery  June  7  1779. 

D'r  Gover'r,     Mr.  Boyde  is  not  returned.    I  therefore  send  au- 
<'ther  messenger  (Mr.  Trimble)  to  your  Excellency  &  inclose  Co. 
^Voodhull's  letter.     Three  hundred  Troops  are  just  joind  from 
^»'l  Washington.     The  principal  part  of  the  militia  are  gone. 
'Shall  I  discharge  the  rest.      They  will  go  tomorrow,  &  several 
[•olitical  reasons  urge  the  propriety  of  dissmissing  them  in  form. 
I  mean  McClaghery  &  Hardenbrook's  &  send  Tuston  to  Haver- 
straw;  it  will  proclaim  the  Strength  of  our  regular  army  &c  Szi\ 
Indeed  we  can  get  no  provisions  unless  I  abandon  your  desijrns, 
A:  leave  Haverstraw  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.    I  have  ordered 
Hathom  to  Collect  the  Cattle  below  &  see  that  justice  is  done 
to  ye  state  respecting  such  as  may   [be]    turned  over  to   the 

*X0t  fOBBd. 
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public.    Pray  send  the  bearer  off   direotly.    .  Yr.  Excellenc; 

most  ob.  Serv't 

W.  Malcom. 

WoodhulFs  mformation  is  well  corroborated.    The  militia  oi 
cers  are  anxious  for  the  answer  to  this. 

GoTemor  Clinton. 


Camp  Highlands  June  7th  1779. 

D'r  Sir,  I  am  favored  with  yours  of  today.      Maj'r  Boyd  le 

me  this  morning.      I  communicated  my  sentiments  to  him  f 

fully  respect'g  the  Dismission  of  the  Militia   &   other   Mattel 

mentioned  in  your  Letter  that  I  doubt  not  when  yon  have  coi 

versed  with  him  you  will  conceive  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  ad 

another  word  on  the  Subject.    I  would  however  wish  if  possibl 

that  the  militia  sh'd  be  detained  for  a  Day  or  two  longer. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Malcom.] 


[No.  2388.] 

ACTIVITY  OF  THE  ENEMY. 

Colonel  Woodhull  Reports  on  the  Work  of  Fortifying  VerpJancl 

and  Stony  Points. 

Harvestraw  June  7th  1779. 

Dear  S'r,    I  mean  to  give  you  a  Short  Detail  of  the  Situati^ 

of  the  Enemy  on  and  about  the  River  as  appears  to  me  on 
I* 

;  Close  and  Particular  Review  with  a  good  Glass  which  I  Co«] 

!  See  allmost  as  well  as  if  I  was  on  the  very  Spot;  they  are  i 

work  Like  a  Parsels  of  Devils,  in  fortifying  Both  Stoney  Poh 

t  «ind  Van  Planke  Point;  they  have  got  no  Less  than  five  Bedoub 
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to  all  appearance  finished,  and  their  Cannon  mounted  on  Stoney 
Point;  on  Vanplanks  Point  to  all  appearence  they  have  made 
two  Distinct  Lines  all  around  onr  Little  Fonrt  and  on  the  Back 
of  the  fonrt,  a  Large  Distance,  are  Drawing  a  Line  across  the 
Point  from  their  Present  Situation;  in  my  weak  opinion  it  will 
be  Extreemly  Deficult  to  Dislog  them;  if  it  is  Done  it  must  be 
bv  Storm,  with  Sword  in  Hand,  as  there  is  no  Heigths  at  a  Proper 
Distance  in  my  opinion  that  will  Command  them;  admiting  this 
to  be  the  Case,  it  is  Easey  foretelling,  without  the  Spirit  of 
Provesie,  the  Bad  Conquences  of  their  not  being  Disloged. 
Their  Ships  of  war  are  all  Returned  Down  the  River,  Except  one 
Sloop  of  Sixteen  Guns,  and  it  is  Supposed  that  the  main  Body 
of  their  Troops  is  Returned  Likewise.  I  Believ  from  Report 
Here  that  two  Divisions  of  General  Washenton  army  was  within 
Eight  miles  of  Kings  Ferry  Last  night.  This  moment  it  is  Re^ 
ported  that  a  Party  of  the  Enemy  Landed  at  the  I^ong  Clove 
and  have  Taken  Some  Stock  of  from  the  Neighbourhood  of  the 
I''»n(l.     Thus  much  in  Hast  from  your  most  Hum'l  Serv't 

Jesse  Woodhull. 
To  roll.  Malcom,  Near  West  Point. 


[No.  2389.] 

Thf  Cf/nnecticu-t  MilUia  Dismissed,  hiU  Ordered  to  he  Prepared  to 

March  at  a  MomenVs  Warning. 

June  7th  1779. 

Sir,    The  Main  army  being  now  so  near  the  River  as  to  be  able 

•0  prevent  the  Designs  of  the  Enemy  the  aid  of  the  Militia  under 

vf.ur  Command  becomes  no  longer  necessary.     His  Excellency 

Genl.  Waahing^on  has,  therefore,  impowered  me  to  grant  them 
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• 
dismission  &  at  the  same  Time  in  his  Name  to  thank  them  foi 

their  alacrity  in  marching  to  the  assistance  of  the  Ck>ntinenta 

Trooi>s;  and  be  pleased  also,  to  accept  &  offer  to  them  my  sin 

cere  acknowledgments  for  their  immediate  &  ready  CompIiane< 

with  my  Request  in  turning  out  for  the  Defence  of  the  Commoi 

Cause  when  the  Enemies  of  America  were  attempting  to  di* 

tress  &  i-avage  the  Country.    The  Enemy  are  still  at  Verplank'i 

Point  &  Stoney  Point,  fortifying  the  latter;  it  is,  therefore,  hi; 

Excellency's  Request,  that  your  Militia  keep  themselves  in  th< 

most    perfect    Readiness    to    march    upon  an  Emergency  at  i 

minute's  warning  to  the  Reinforcement  of  the  army  under  hi: 

Command.    I  am  iS:c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Beasly.] 


[No.  2390.] 

THE  VERMONT  CONTROVERSY. 

Governor  Clinton    Writes  to   Egbert   Benson   and  the   Cumberlam 
Committee  on  the  Subject, 

Camp  Highlands,  7th  June  1779. 

Dear  Sir:     I  havt-  not  yet  received  the  final  Determination  o 

Congress  respecting  the  Disturbances  in  the  North  Eastern  Pan 

of  this  State,  tho'  they  were  some  D«*iys  since  in  Committee  oi 

this  Business.     It  might  be  attended  with  bad  Effects  to  detail 

Mr.  Sherburne  any  bmger,  especially  as  there  is  no  probabillit; 

of  a  Speedy  Meeting  of  the  Legislature.     I  have,  therefore,  ad 

vised  him  to  return  vS:  have  addressed  a  Letter  to  the  Committer 

advising  th«  in  to  persevere  v>itli  lirninoss  in  the  Cause  cS:c.     Vin 

will  Please  to  advance  to  Mr.  SluMburne  such  Sum  of  Mone; 

my  his  Expences  on  this  Jaunt  as  you  may  Judge  reason 
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able,  taking  his  Rec't  &  I  will  repay  you.    We  have  no  news; 

the  Enemy  are  on  Verplank's  Point  where  1  fear  they  mean  to 

take  a  permanent  Post.    No  fighting;  we  have  Deserters  from 

them  daily. 

Your  most  Obed't, 

.     G.C. 
Egbbert  Benson,  Esqr.* 


Camp  in  the  Highlands,  June  7th  1779. 

Gent'n,  Your  Letter  by  Mr.  Sherburne  complaining  of  the 
violences  lately  committed  by  Ethan  Allen  and  others  upon  the 
i*ahject8  of  this  State  in  Cumberland  County,  1  have  transmitted 
to  Congress,  and  most  earnestly  pressed  them  for  their  imediate 
interposition.  By  an  Express  1  am  informed  the  Business  is 
under  Consideration;  as  soon  as  I  receive  their  final  determina- 
tion which  1  have  Reason  to  hope  will  be  in  a  short  time,  I  shall 
imediately  transmit  it  to  you. 

The  Legislature  were  to  have  met  a  few  days  after  Mr.  Sher- 
borne arived,  which  induced  me  to  detain  him;  but  the  Incur- 
sion of  the  Enemy  up  the  River  has  prevented  their  meeting 
for  the  present,  and  obliged  nie  to  take  the  Field  with  the 
militia,  to  oppose  the  common  Enemy;  the  moment  the  safety 
of  the  Country  will  admit  of  my  return,  I  shall  issue  a  Proclania- 
non  to  convene  the  Legislature  &  I  shall  lay  this  most  im- 
[•ortant  matter  before  them,  when  I  trust  such  measures  will 
t'e  concerted  as  will  most  efifectually  tend  to  ensure  the  peace 
^  safety  of  the  good  people  in  your  part  of  the  State.  In  the 
meantime,  I  mort  earnestly  recomend  to  you  to  continue  firm 
in  the  cause  in  which  you  are  engaged,  and  to  conduct  your- 
^ehes  with  prudence  &  disnetion  towards  the  Revolters,  and 

'See  Egbert  Benson  to  John  Jay,  page  113  et  seq. 
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you  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  make  every  exertion  for  your^^ 

protection  of  which  the  executive  authority  of  government  is 

capable.    I  am,   with  great  Respect,  Gentlemen,  your  most 

Obed't  Serv't 

[O.  C] 

Samuel  Minott,  Esqr.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Cumbe^ 
land  County. 


[No.  2391.] 

CIVIL  WAR  CLOUD  ON  THE  NEW  YORK  HORIZON. 

Oovemor  CUnton  Dissatisfied  With  the  Inaction  and  InjtisUoe  of 
Congress  Toward  New  York  in  the  Yermont  Affair. 

Camp  Highlands,  7th  June  1779. 

Sir,  I  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  your  Letter,  of  the  Ist  June 
covering  sundry  Resolutions  of  Congress  relative  to  the  pre- 
tended State  of  Vermont,  at  this  Place,  where  I  have  Collected  a 
very  large  Body  of  the  Militia  of  the  State  in  order  to  strengthen 
the  Continental  army  under  Major  Genl.  McDougal  and  to  op- 
pose the  Designs  of  the  Enemy  who  had  advanced  in  Force 
within  8  Miles  of  our  army.  The  Legislature  of  this  State  were 
to  have  met  on  the  Ist  Inst.,  but  have  been  prevented  by  the 
present  alarm,  great  Part  of  the  Members  as  well  as  the  pnn- 
cipal  Officers  of  Government  being  now  in  the  Field.  This  has 
rendered  it  impossible  to  lay  before  the  Legislature  at  present 
the  Resolutions  of  Congress  transmitted  to  me  which  from  their 
Nature  demand,  in  my  Opinion  their  most  serious  Considera- 
tion. 

It  is  with  an  astonishment  equal  to  my  Concern,  that  I  ob- 
serve the  Congress  have  passed  over  in  profoand  Bileiioe  ttft 
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Bemonstrances  on  the  Seizure  and  Imprisonment  of  the  prin- 
i  e^al  Officers  of  Government  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  by 
tke  Revolters  of  this  State.  So  that  without  the  Interposition 
of  this  Government  (which  consistant  with  the  Honor  and  Jus- 
tice of  the  State  cannot  be  withheld)  these  Persons  must  fall 
t  Sacrifice  to  the  ambitious  and  interested  views  of  a  violent 
tnd  wicked  Faction.  And,  what  renders  their  Silence 
itill  more  extraordinary  is,  'that  Ethan  Allen,  having  the 
Bank  of  Colonel  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States,  was  a 
frincipal  actor  in  this  outrage.  How  far  this  Conduct  is  con- 
listent  with  the  repeated  Resolutions  of  Congress  recorded  on 
tteir  Joama],  that  they  will  discountenance  every  Species  of 
Ksrespect  shewn  by  any  OflScers  in  their  Service  to  the  Legis- 
latiTe  or  Executive  authority  of  the  respective  States  or  with 
their  Besolation  of  the  1st  June  now  transmitted  to  me,  that 
they  will  pay  an  equal  attention  to  the  Rights  of  the  State  of 
New  York  with  those  of  the  other  States  in  the  Union,  I  shall 
for  the  present  leave  it  for  their  Candor  to  determine.  I  can- 
not, however,  forbear  observing,  that  the  present  Inattention 
of  Congress  on  this  Point  strikes  me  with  additional  Surprize, 
when  I  consider  this  is  not  the  first  Instance  in  which  the  Per- 
son I  have  mentioned  and  some  other  of  their  OflQcers  of  high 
Bank  have  aimed  a  bold  stab  at  the  Honor  and  authority  of 
this  State.  So  long  ago  as  the  month  of  August  last,  I  re- 
monstrated to  Congress,  thro'  Genl.  Washington,  on  the  Con- 
duct of  Brig'r  Genl.  Starke  then  command'g  at  Albany,  for  re- 
ceinng  from  the  revolted  Subjects  of  this  State,  several  of  its 
Citizens  who  had  been  apprehended  and  destined  to  Banishment 
hy  Colo.  Allen  and  his  associates  and  for  detaining  them  under 
■ifitaij  i         nement.     To  this  atrocious  Insult  on  the  Civil 
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authority  of  this  State,  Congress  though  made  acquainted  wit 
it,  has  not  to  this  Day  thought  proper  to  pay  the  least  attei 
tion. 

However  pure  the  Intentions  of  Congress  may  have  been  i 
this  Resolution  for  appointing  a  Committee  to  confer  with  th 
revolttni  Citizens  of  this  State.  I  am  apprehensive  it  will  by  n 
means  produce  the  salutary  Effects  for  which  I  suppose  it  wa 
calculated,  for  uothwithstand*g  the  just  and  generous  Term 
oflfertHl  in  my  different  Proclamations  founded  on  the  Besoli 
tious  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  the  refractory  Dispos 
tiou  of  the  princijuil  actors  in  this  ReTolt  has  still  increase< 
Ry  them  tt  will  be  considered  as  an  implied  acknowledgmen 
of  their  authority  &  thereby  tend  to  strengthen  the  usurpatioE 
iiiul  :a  the  tuiuds  of  the  well  affected  Citizens  who  know  th 
r\^p<aie\l  and  unv.*\>ntradicted  IVclarations  which  the  principa 
RevoUers  have  made  that  they  re^-^ived  Encouragement  froi 
s^'v*;'r;il  Mcmtvr$  of  Congress?,  some  of  whose  Names  are  mei 
t:operl  aud  who  have  observed  that  the  most  flagrant  Insult 
jiia^u^:  ibK  civil  authority  of  this  State  even  by  Officers  of  Coi 
ir*:-s*  have  been  totaiy  disreiranled  it  will  I  have  too  moc 
.\i:s«-  '.o  fear  e\«;tte  fresh  Jealo-istes.  For  these  Reasons  an< 
^•i'^d•:'<<*  rbe  last  v^Ums«:'  of  the  Rf^'^'utioa  seems  to  hold  up  ; 
l>  ::..;•  V  wbr.-b  luay  V  -.on  side  !:•■•?  ^:  t!ie  Letctsl^ture  as  sul 
^•r?^  ^f  of  :!ie  rnteroal  To'iry  of  r^e  S;:i:e.  I  submit  it  to  th 
C«:£i*c-jrjL::o:i  of  Oot:;crt:'rJ^  whe:?.-:r  it  wod  not  be  prudent  t 
v« >':.•: ct  *.?•:  J0*:-7'^y  of  t'^e  •"o':.-7:'':':':e  '":*'  sich  Time  as  th 
lf'^'>'j  ;■":  >a'---  ;v.7'. -fve^.l  i'S'.'  "j'iea  '■:•:  KcTScIidon^  of  Coi 
i'^>.>  ii'i*:^  •/.-:>.:•. -i-  .  •'  y.;.-  '*•*-■-:•  -. c*r:id:*::al  a  l^Ia 
3  .  .  HL  "^,  J  -  \%  \  "•:<';>.  :•:  ■/*•:  I'-T't^r-^T^  of  the  Stat< 
*•)•-   V*    >  **•<.'    ';^  ".,•...        %v  •  *  *:.;■   '>.   >*    -XTriisive  as  thos 
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wh'ch  might  ensue  from  a  Breach  betwixt  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  and  the  General  Congress. 

These  Remarks  it  has  become  my  Duty  as  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Magistrate  of  this  State  to  make  on  the  Resolutions  trans- 
mitted to  me. 

What  the  sense  of  the  Legislature  on  them  will  be  I  cannot 
take  on  me  to  determine,  but  if  I  can  judge  from  the  Sentiments 
of  several  Members  of  the  Legislature  and  principal  OflScers  of 
GoTemment  now  with  me,  to  whom  I  have  communicated  them, 
I  have  Reason  to  think  they  will  be  considered  as  by  no  means 
satisfactory. 

The  measure  of  the  SulBferings  of  this  State  is  nearly  full. 
Those  which  have  been  brought  upon  them  by  their  spirited  Ex- 
ertions in  the  Common  Cause  and  the  Operations  of  a  power- 
ful and  enraged  Enemy  they  have,  I  trust  submitted  to  with 
a  becoming  Firmness.  In  what  Light  they  will  consider  the 
attacks  made  upon  them  in  the  Hour  of  their  Distress  by  those 
who  ought  to  be  their  Friends  &  Supporters  will  be  best  judged 
of  by  considering  the  unconquerable  Spirit  they  have  shewn  in 
resisting  the  Incroachments  and  usurpations  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. 

As  the  critical  Situation  in  which  the  Resolutions  of  Congress 
have  placed  the  Executive  authority  of  this  State  will  constrain 
me  to  quit  the  Field  in  Order  to  convene  the  Legislature,  you 
wUl  be  pleased  to  direct  your  next  Letter  for  me  at  my  House 

at  Poughkeepsie.     I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 

His  Excellency  John  Jay,  Esqr.,  Presid't  of  Congress.* 

•S^:*  Jay  to  Clinton,  page  117. 
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Governor  CUnton  Writes  a  Forcible  Letter  to  the  New  York  Delegaiei 
in  Congress  on  the  Same  Subject. 

*Cainp  in  the  Highlands  7th  Jane  1779. 

Gentlemen,  I  received  your  letter  respecting  the  Besolntions 
of  Congress  relative  to  the  pretended  State  of  Vermont  at  this 
Place  where  I  have  collected  a  large  body  of  the  Militia  of  the 
State  in  order  to  strengthen  the  Continental  Army  and  to  op- 
pose the  Designs  of  the  Common  Enemy — my  public  letter  to 
Congress  of  this  date  is  expressive  of  my  sentiments  on  those 
Resolutions  &  I  am  confirmed  in  them  by  the  concurring  opinion 
of  several  members  of  the  Legislature  &  of  the  principal  officers 
of  Government  who  are  now  with  me  in  the  field.  I  lament  ex- 
tremely that  at  a  crisis  so  alarming,  not  only  to  the  safety  of  the 
State  but  to  the  general  weal,  I  should  be  under  the  necessity 
of  withdrawing  from  the  immediate  command  of  the  militia  at 
this  Place  &  of  convening  the  Legislature  in  order  to  lay  before 
them  the  Resolutions  of  Congress.  What  effect  this  must  neces- 
sarily have  upon  the  militia  I  shall  leave  it  to  yourselves  to  de- 
termine. Had  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  taken  proper  notice 
of  the  late  attrocious  outrage  committed  against  the  Authority 
of  this  State  by  an  officer  holding  Rank  in  their  service,  and  had 
they  adopted  some  measure  for  liberating  the  civil  &  military 
officers  of  the  County  of  Cumberland  now  imprisoned,  by  i)ersiBt- 
ing  in  their  allegiance  to  this  State  &  for  preventing  the  like  out- 
rages in  future,  it  might  at  least  for  the  present,  have  in  some 
measure  atoned  for  the  insufficiency  of  their  Resolutions.  How 
the  interposition  of  this  State  in  favor  of  their  Servants  can,  con- 
sistent with  its  Honor  and  Justice,  be  longer  withheld  I  am  at  a 
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Ices  to  determine.    You  -will  be  pleased  to  direct  your  next  let- 
ters to  me  at  Pokeepsie.    I  am  &c.  &c.  &e. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

The  hon'ble  The  New  York  Delegates  in  Congress. 


TO  VINDICATE  NEW  YORK'S  HONOR. 

7*he  Governor  Notifies  WaaMngion  of  His  Determination  to  Take 
the  Field  Against  the  Vermont  Blusterers. 

♦Camp  Highlands  June  7th  1779. 
Sir,  It  is  with  infinite  Regret  I  inform  your  Excellency  that 
in  consequence  of  some  violent  Outrage  lately  committed  in  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  and  which  the  Resolutions  of  Congress 
(copies  of  which  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit)  do  not  in  my 
opinion^  tend  to  remedy,  the  Duty  I  owe  to  the  State  will  soon 
constrain  me  to  quit  the  field,  in  order  to  convene  the  Legisla- 
ture and  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  vindicating  the 
Authority  of  this  government.  I  had  flattered  myself  that  in 
consequence  of  my  Representation,  that  Ethan  Allen  having  the 
Rank  of  a  Coll.  under  Congress  had  with  his  associates  seized 
&  imprisoned  the  principal  civil  &  military  oflBcers  of  this  State 
in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress would  have  adopted  such  measures  as  might  have  pre- 
vented this  State  from  the  cruel  necessity  they  will  too  probably 
be  reduced  to  in  a  short  time  of  opposing  force  to  force.  Your 
Excellency  who  knows  my  Inclinations  &  Conduct,  the  Zeal  & 
Exertions  of  this  State  in  the  Common  Cause,  &  their  long  and 
patient  forbearance  under  the  usurpation  of  its  revolted  citizens, 
will  judge  with  what  anxiety  we  look  forward  to  the  cruel  di- 
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lemma  to  which,  by  the  great  principle  of  self  preserTation  we 
may  nhortly  be  reduced ;  and  this  anxiety  is  rendeFcd  doubly  Pain- 
ful by  the  Reflection,  that  the  genl.  interest  of  America  most 
necessarily  be  affected  by  applying  the  Besoarces  for  maintain- 
ing the  authority  of  this  State,  which  have  been  so  amply  and 
liberally  afforded  by  them  since  the  commencement  of  the  war 
in  support  of  the  common  Cause.  It  is  become  my  Duty,  how- 
ever, to  provide  in  time  for  such  operations,  as  the  Legislature 
may  think  proper  to  adopt  in  consequence  of  the  Resolution  of 
Congress,  which  I  have  reason  to  imagine  will  be  considered  as 
by  no  means  satisfactory.  I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  your 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  Directions  for 
returning  within  the  State  the  six  brass  six  Pounders  together 
with  their  apparatus,  which  the  State  lent  for  use  of  the  Army 
in  1776  or  that  in  case  of  loss,  you  will  order  them  to  be  replaced 
as  soon  as  possible.  In  order  that  timely  Measures  may  be 
adopted  for  supplying  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Provisions  for  the 
Army,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  inform  your  Excellency  that 
the  Magazine  of  Flour  which  the  Legislature  have  authorized  me 
to  collect,  may  probably  be  wanted  for  the  ox)erations  which  may 
be  deemed  necessary  to  support  the  authority  of  the  State;  and 
that  it  is  not  unlikely  I  shall  not  only  be  prevented  from  filling 
up  the  continental  Battalions  by  the  drafts  from  the  Militia 
already  mad<\  but  that  by  the  Attention  to  the  civil  and  military 
duties  I  owe  iKirticularly*to  the  State  in  this  critical  Conjuncture, 

1  nwiy  not  be  able  to  carry  into  Execution  the  measures  I  sug- 
gi*8(tHl  to  voiir  Kxn^lh'ucy,  and  which  you  thought  proper  to  ap- 
pn>Ye  of,  for  favorinj:  the  ojHM*ations  on  the  western  frontiers. 
lIowt»vcr,  as  I  am  partiiularly  anxii>us  for  the  success  of  the  En- 

|>rize  in  that  «]nart('r,  it  is  my  dt^termination.  to  abide  by  my 
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former  Intentions,  unless  restrained  by  superior  Oonsideration-s, 

and  to  continue  to  give  your  Excellency  every  aid  in  my  Power, 

under  the  present  Circumstances  of  the  State,  for  opposing  the 

common  Enemy.     I  am  &e.  &c.  &c. 

Geo:  Clinton. 
His  Excellency  Qenl.  Washington. 


[No.  2392.] 

Governor  Clinton  to  General  McDougall  Relative  to  Military  Dis- 
positions Near  West  Point, 

[June  7,  1779.] 

Sir,  I  shoud  have  answered  yours  of  yesterday  immediately 
on  the  Receipt  of  it  had  I  not  expected  to  have  waited  on  you 
in  the  Evening  at  your  Quarters.  It  was  my  Intention  that  as 
great  a  Part  of  the  Militia  on  the  West  Side  of  the  River  as 
vou  might  judge  necessary  for  the  Defence  of  the  Posts  at  West 
Point  should  be  ordered  into  them  &  of  Course  be  under  the 
immediate  Command  of  the  Officer  commanding  those  Po«ts.  I 
ordered  Colo.  Malcom  to  take  such  Position  with  the  Residue  as 
>hou(i  appf^ar  best  calculated  to  give  succour  to  the  Fort  which 
be  was  to  regard* as  the  principal  object  &  at  the  same  assist 
<'olo.  Hay's  Militia  to  cover  Haverstraw  &  the  Adjacent  Settle- 
ments from  the  Incursions  of  the  P^neiny.  This  1  was  induced 
t«»  hv  Accounts  [of]  Colo.  Hay  of  the  Ravages  &  piunders  rom- 
mitted  by  the  Enemy  there  &  the  Necessity  he  woud  be  under 
•'f  abandoning  that  Quarter  or  submitting  to  the  Superior  Force 
''f  the  Enemy  unless  he  coud  have  some  Assistance.  Colo.  Mal- 
"••m  has  accordingly  taken  Post  with  Detachments  of  several 
Militia  Regts.,  Wes»t  of  Fort  Montgomery  well  situated  to  Answer 
^N»th  the  above  Purposes  &  as  he  is  an  Officer  of  Inferior  Rank 
to  General  Parsons,  I  cant  conceive  that  any  Dispute  can  pos- 
siblv  arise  about  command,  as  the  latter  will  take  it  when  they 


62  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

act  together  &  I  am  perswaded*  that  the  Officer  commanding  the 
Fort  coud  not  wish  to  be  burthened  with  the  Care  attending 
the  Service  with  which  Malcom  is  charged,  neither  cood  he,  how- 
ever active  &  vigillent,  find  Leisure  to  attend  to  them  fully.  I 
wish  to  avoid  every  Difficulty  with  respect  to  Bank  &  Command. 
For  my  own  Part  I  only  mean  to  retain  the  Power  of  calling 
out  &  dismisi^ing  the  Militia  &  of  detaching  such  Parts  of  them 
as  may  be  necessary  to  such  Quarters  of  the  State  as  are  infested 
by  the  Enemy  &  this  I  am  not  authorized  to  give  up.  And  I 
sincerely  wish  to  do  every  Thing  consistent  on  this  Occasion  that 
is  best  calculated  for  the  Safety  of  the  Country  and  for  pro- 
moting the  public  Service  regardless  of  every  other  Considera- 
tion.   I  am,  Sir,  yours  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  McDougalL] 


[No.  2393.] 

Oerrit  QroesbecK's  Touchers  for  the  Distribution  of  £250  Among  the 
Frontier  Sufferers  as  Received  by  Him  from  Major  Lush. 

Account  of  Cash  Received  of  Steephen  Lush  E^sqr  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  poor  of  the  Westren  frountiers  that  have 
been  driven  from  their  Settlements  by  the  Enimy. 

0,    0 


1779 

1779 

y  17th  To  Cash  paid  Ab'm  Yfttea  Esqr 

May  16 

BycMh                    £256, 

F:xpeiice«  on  Floar 

8,  16. 

By  1  Barrel  Flour 
WW        1,    1,  17 

20th  To  Thomu  Clump 

3«,    0. 

0 

To  Jftmec  Food 

20.    0, 

0 

Tare                   19 

To  Robert  Mildrom 

W,    0, 

0 
0 

1,    2>  26 

ToWiUmCarr 

1«,    0. 

0 

To  James  Marr 

12.    0. 

0 

To  ^$yn1iH  Hoom 

«,    0. 

0 

To  Jame«  Hendry 
To  Ruben  M'Colfom 

12.    0, 

0 

18,    0. 

0 

To  Charles  CoUon 

ri,   0. 

0 

To  Wiirm  bbaiikland 

12,     0, 

u 

To  Klis'th  Bagnnl 

12.     0. 

0 

To  B«Di  m  Dickson 

1«,     0, 

u 

De    8th  To  Robert  Meldrom 

«.     0, 

0 

To  Rose  Shankland 

6.     0. 

0 

To  James  Hendry 

«.     0, 

0 

To  James  Maer 

«,     0. 

0 

To  W.  Johnston 

«,     0, 

0 

To  Robert  Meldrom 

9.  12. 

0 

lo  James  Hendry 

»,  12, 

0 

£256— 0~>0 
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Albany,  May  20th,  1779. 
We  whose  names  are  anderwritten  acknowledg  to  have  Received 
of  Mr.  Garret  Oroesbeck,  the  sums  opposite  our  Names  as  a  Dona~ 
tion,   we  being  driven   from    our    Settlements  on  the  Western 
Frontiers. 


Tbomaa  Clomp 
JaoMS  Food 
Bobt.  Meldmm 
Andrew  Shaaklind 
William  Carr 
JamMMarr 
ber 
Syntia    X    Boom 

mark 
JamM  Bendry 
Rouben  McCoUom 

bU 
Cbarla    X    Colkm 

mark 
Wm.  Shankland 
Elisabeth  Bagoall 
Benjamin  Diokaon 


Twenty  four  pounds 

Twenty  poanda 

Forty  Dollars  &  1 C  Floor 

Forty  Dollars  AiC  Floor 

Forty  Dollars 

Thirty  Dollars  &  i  C  Floor 

Twenty  Dollars  &  i  C  Flooer 

Thirty  Dollars  SciC  Floor 
Forty  Dollars 

Thirty  Dollars 

Thirty  Dollars  dk  i  C  Floor 
Thirty  Dollars  StiC  Flooer 
Forty  Dollers 


£24—0-0 
20—0-0 


16—0—0 
12-0-0 

8—0—0 

12— 0-0 
10.0-0 

12-0-0 

12—0-0 
12-0—0 
10-0-0 


Albany  8th  June  1779 
we  wose  nemes  are  under  written  aeknowldg  to  have  Received 
©f  Gerret  Groesbeck  the  sums  opposite  our  Names  as  a  Donation 
we  being  Drnven  from  our  settlements  on  the  western  Frontiers. 


Robt.  Meldrom 

Fifteen  Dollers 

£0—0—0 

ber 

Rose    X    Shankland 

Fifteen  Dollars 

6—0-0 

mark 

James  Hendry 

Fifteen  Dollars 

0—0—0 

James  Marr 

Fifteen  1  Killers 

6—0—0 

W.  Johnston 

Fifteen  Dollers 

6—  0-0 

Robt.  Meldrom 

Twenty  Four  Dollers 

0—12—0 

James  Hendry 

Twenty  Four  Dollers 

0-12-0 

[No.  2394.] 

THE  SITUATION  BECOMING  CRITICAL. 

The  Sentiment  for  Independence  Evidently  Grmoing  in  Yetmont  in 
Spite  of  New  York's  Hostility  to  It 

Brattleboro,  8th  June  1779. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency;    In  the  present  critical  and 

alarming  Situation  of  our  affairs,  we  have  agreed  to  send  John 

Session,  Esqr.,  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  and  the  Legislature 
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with  the  DiflBculties  which  many  of  the  Subjects  of  New  Yor 
in  this  County  have  met  with  on  account  of  their  Loyalty  to  th 
State,  and  for  acting  in  Pursuance  of  your  General  Directioni 

As  Colo.  Allen  &  others  confidently  report  that  two  thirds  o 
the  Members  of  Congress  favor  the  pretended  State  of  Vermom 
it  is  our  earnest  Desire  (if  the  Legislature  is  willing)  that  Mi 
Session  may  be  sent  forward  to  Philadelphia,  at  the  State* 
Expence,  to  expedite  if  possible  a  Determination  of  that  honoi 
able  Body,  in  a  matter  which  so  nearly  concerns  us;  or  at  leas 
to  satisfy  the  People  here  whether  the  Members  of  Congres 
favour  the  Separation  from  New  York  as  much  as  is  reported 

It  is  expected  that  an  officer  under  Vermont  will  speedily  b 
round  to  levy  the  Fines  &  Cost.  If  the  Parties  immediately  con 
cerned  have  to  pay  them,  it  will  not  only  be  extremely  hard 
as  they  have  been  troubled  only  for  acting  agreable  to  you 
Excellency's  Directions  to  oppose  the  authority  of  Vermont 
but  we  apprehend  it  will  be  ruinous  to  the  Interest  of  New  Yorl 
if  those  who  suffer  in  the  Cause  of  the  State  are  not  reimburs^-^ 

The  Narrative  of  the  taking  &  Trial  of  the  Persons  imprisone 
we  have  examined,  &  have  the  utmost  reason  to  believe  tru< 
(several  of  us  being  knowing  to  the  Facts). 

In  the  time  of  the  Disturbance,  the  People  of  Westminstei 
who  are  opposed  to  New  York  forcibly  took  the  Town  Stock  o 
Powder  belonging  to  that  Place  (near  about  100  lb.)  &  delivers 
out,  as  we  are  informed,  about  25  lb.  to  that  Party,  with  th< 
view  we  suppose  of  supporting  their  authority,  altho'  it  wai 
given  by  the  State  of  New  York. 

We  would  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  we  can 
n(»t  long  endure  our  present  distressing  Situation;  &  if  Congresi 
does  not  ill! mediately  interfere,  or  the  State  protect  us  effect 
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ually  and  without  Delay,  we  shall  be  under  the  disagreeable 
Necessity  of  submitting  tho'  reluctantly,  to  be  governed  by  the 
Enemies  of  the  State.  We  are,  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
&  Tery  humble  Serv'ts, 

Signed  by  order  of  Committee  from  six  Towns. 

Samuel  Minott,  Chairman. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2395.] 
Important  hut  Exaggerated  News  from  South  Carolina, 
Important  News — Baltimore,  Wednesday  4  O'Clock  P.  M. 

June  9,  1779. 
Mr.  James  White,  a  Gent'n  of  Reputation,  this  Moment  ar- 
rived here  from  Edenton  in  No.  Carolina,  brings  the.  agreable 
intelligence  of  the  defeat  of  the  British  army  from  Georgia 
before  Charlestown  in  So.  Carolina,  which  by  a  rapid  march 
they  had  invested  on  or  about  the  19th  Ujto.,  having  it  is  said 
been  encouraged  to  Commit  that  Rash  act  by  their  evil  counsel- 
lors the  Tories.  The  particulars  of  this  great  event  are  goiie 
forward  to  Congress  by  Express  &  may  be  speedily  expected 
here.  Mr.  White  obtained  his  information  from  the  Ilon'blo 
Mr.  Hughs  of  Edenton,  who  just  as  he  left  that  place  favour'd 
him  with  the  Perusal  of  a  late  Letter  from  Charleston  advising 
that  the  enemy's  forces  supposed  to  be  under  the  Cora'd  of 
Gen.  [Augustine]  Prevost  consisted  of  3700  men,  that  thov 
cannonaded  the  Town  upwards  of  3  hours  to  little  effect,  killinj; 
but  two  or  three  of  the  Garrison  during  the  siege,  which  was 
suddenly  raised  by  the  gallant  exertions  of  Genl.  Moultrie  & 
his  troops  who  had  to  the  number  of  loOO,  previously  enteroJ 
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the  Town,  aided  by  Count  Polaskie,  his  Corps  &  a  noble  band 
of  Citizens,  who  have  all  gained  immortal  honour;  that  a  sally 
of  Volunteers  closed  the  scene  before  the  Town  from  whence 
the  enemy  fled  with  the  utmost  precipitation,  leaving  553  of 
their  number  dead  on  the  spot,  and  did  not  halt  until  they  had 
run  10  miles;  that  they  had  but  two  or  3  days  Provisions  left, 
&  as  4500  under  Genl.  Williamson  had  advanced  within  15  m-s 
of  Charlestown,  &  Genl.  Lincoln  at  the  head  of  2500  men  had 
enterd  Jackson  borough  on  Ponpon  River  (30  m's  from  that 
Capital)  and  taken  all  the  Enemy's  Baggage,  Burning  the  village 
at  the  same  time  for  lack  of  Righteous  inhabitants,  it  was  gen- 
erally believed  the  Remnant  of  the  enemy's  defeated  army  must 
enevitable  surrender  themselves  Prisoners.  Mr.  White  adds, 
that  the  Express  from  Charlestown  reported,  that  during  the 
siege  of  that  place,  a  great  tumult  had  been  raised  by  a  number 
of  disaffected  Inhabitents  which  would  have  given  success  to 
the  Enemy  had  it  not  been  checked  by  the  Execution  of  forty 
Tra  iters.  • 

*The  statements  contained  in  this  handbill  were  not  sustained  br  facts.  Wh«n  tkt 
Ehifflish  invaded  South  Carolina,  and  raTaged  the  state  whererer  they  set  foot,  a  props- 
si  tion  was  made  to  arm  the  slayes  and  march  them  oft  to  the  American  camp  mlv 
the  command  of  white  officers.  Washington  opposed  the  plan  on  the  assumption  Ifett 
the  British  could  seduce  the  blacks  by  offering  them  more  glittering  equipment  Bi( 
there  was  a  strong  sentiment  In  South  Carolina  also  against  the  scheme,  beeanse  IV 
OTsr  a  century  an  armed  patrol  regularly  visited  the  negro  quarters  and  eontseiM 
arms  of  any  kind  that  were  found.  When  the  English  general,  PreTost.  appesrtd  biftn 
Charleston  and  demanded  an  "  unconditional  surrender,"  the  dty  council,  stnng  wMk. 
indignation  and  the  thought  that  the  state  had  been  abandoned  by  the  NatloBSl  €M- 
gress  and  had  been  left  to  look  after  itself,  proposed,  under  a  Hag  of  tmos.  thai  SstrtH , 
Carolina  should  be  left  neutral  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  It  should  bs  flicHit 
by  treaty  whether  she  should  Join  Great  Britain  or  the  United  Ststss.  PiWMt/ 
repudiated  the  proposition,  and  General  Moultrie,  the  American  commander, 
his  intention  to  "fight  it  out."  The  conjunction  of  the  forces  of  Count  Pulsskl 
General  Lincoln,  who  attacked  Prevost,  and  who  forced  him  to  retreat  after  an  I 
cant  Hklrmisb,  put  an  end  to  hostilities  in   that  quarter  tnr  the  time  bslng.— 8TA1S 

HiBTORIAN. 
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[No.  2396.] 

Reg^mtl  Return  of  the  Associated  Ea>empt8  Under  the  Command  of 
His  Excellency  Oovemor  Clinton,  Camp  at  Mr,  Southard^s  High 
lAMds  June  9th  1779. 
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[No.  2397.] 

CIVIL  WAR  IMMINENT. 

Ethan  AUe9i  Hurls  Defiance  at  Governor  CUnton— Three  Thousand 
Fighting  Men — Two-thirds  of  Whom  Are  Reported  to  Be  WiUing  to 
Take  Arms  Against  New  York. 

Brattleboro;  June  9th  1779. 

May  it  plecuse  your  EJxcellency,  As  I  doubt  not  you  will  have 
-eyery  particular  relative  to  our  Imprisonment  Trial  &c.  from  Mr. 
•Session^  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  an  account  of  those  matters, 
bnt  confine  myself  to  others  which  he  will  be  less  likely  to  men- 
tion. 

I  observed  that  most  of  the  Green  mountain  Boys  with  whom  I 
tad  an  Opportunity  of  conversing,  were  either  unable  or  unwill- 
ing to  tell  what  N^imber  of  fighting  Men,  or  even  how  many  Regi- 
ments, they  have  on  that  Side  of  the  Mountains.    But  the  Clerk 
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to  their  Assembly  (who  I  thought  exaggerated)  informed  me  tl 
they  now  have  but  two  Regiments,  that  there  has  been  three, 
that  they  are  soon  to  be  divided  into  three  again;  that  they  ha 
3000  lighting  Men.  about  two  thirds  of  which  he  snppo8e«  ^ 
take  arms  against  New  York;  and  that  they  depend  upon  IC 
from  Berkshire  in  Massachusetts,  if  they  shonld  be  needed, 
says  their  Number  has  of  late  increased  very  rapidly  by  Setth 
coming  in.     This  is  the  chief  I  could  learn  about  their  Fonte. 

Colo.  Allen  repeatedly  observed  in  public,  that  apprehending 
trying  us,  was  not  done  with  the  view  of  distressing  Individus 
but  was  intended  as  a  Challenge  to  the  Govemm't  of  New  Y<: 
to  turn  out  &  protect  their  Subjects;  &  more  than  once  expiesj 
his  Desire  that  such  word  might  be  conveyed  to  your  Excellen 
He  said  they  had  been  some  time  preparing,  were  now  in  rea 
ness  to  receive  you.  &  wisheii  for  the  matter  to  be  brougbt 
that  Decision. 

After  so  o^hmi  a  Challenge,  if  Congress  does  not  Immediate 
dett^rmine  this  controversy  in  favour  of  New  York  or  the  state 
feiiually  pr\>tev-i  iheirSubjecis  here,  it  cannot  be  thought  stiao 
if  they  ^hoHld  in  a  Body  join  the  only  Government  under  whi 
they  i-an  W  secure,  \Vho  will  dare  resist  the  Execution  of  tl 
Laws  of  Vermont,  unless  u|H>n  toWrably  sure  Ground,  whi 
whipping,  branding,  Jtc,  will  infallibly  be  the  Consequence 
sui»erior  fonv  divs  not  prevent  it?  And.  if  Submission  most  I 
our  Lot,  will  not  the  State  hm-after,  &  with  reason,  have  tho 
mho  art^  now  thoir  Frinids  for  Kut-mit-s?  If  Congress  do  d 
take  up  the  nuutcr  prtsontly,  or  if  xbtv  make  only  a  tempore 
St'tiltuu  r.t.  ii  -s  ^  it  ar  lo  luc  ihax  Vrriiiout  is  favoured  &  w 
infallibly  r.uiinra-.n  il;r.:  liui?  ]-<  lula:;.  t .  unless  the  Force  of  N< 
York  pTx'>i::!s  it   ininu-^Vait -y     for  Nrw  York  to  delay  takii 
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arms  (however  specious  the  Reasons)  is  the  same  as  to  yield  the 
Point.  But  should  the  Legislature  be  of  opinion  that  the 
Honor  &  Interest  of  the  f^tate  requires  them  instantly  to  pro- 
tect their  Subjects  here,  (as  I  doubt  not  they  will,  if  the  Circum- 
stances of  the  other  parts  of  the  State  will  admit  of  it)  it  will 
doubtless  be  found  the  cheapest  as  well  as  the  safest  way  to 
send  at  first  a  Force  strong  enough  to  bear  down  all  opposition, 
at  least  in  this  County.  If  it  is  thought  best  to  make  use  of  the 
New  Yorkers  here,  they  must  have  a  Supply  of  arms  &  ammu- 
nition sent  them,  &  if  I  might  advise,  some  experienced  officers. 

Should  your  Excellency  march  the  Militia  against  the  Green- 
mountaineers,  I  dare  say  you  will  excuse  me  for  grv'ing  you  a 
Caution  against  putting  any,  the  least  Confidence,  in  Colo.  Hop- 
kins of  Dutchess  County.  He  has  three  Brothers  at  Benning- 
ton, &  is  as  firm  a  New  States  man  as  any  Person  upon  the 
Grants. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  for  your  Excellency's  serious 
Consideration  of  a  Plan  of  my  Father  in  Law,  whose  Judgment 
in  this  Case  I  much  prefer  to  my  own,  as  he  is  better  acquainted 
with  military  matters,  &  has  ever  been  a  firm  advocate  for  the 
State  of  New  York  as  opposed  to  ^>rmont  &  Hampshire.  It  is 
to  send  200  or  300  Troops  to  fortify  around  the  Court  House 
at  Westminster;  (a  few  Rods  North  of  which  is  a  pretty  deep 
Descent,  &  every  other  way  the  j^round  is  intirely  level  for  a 
great  Distance).  He  would  propose  by  this  Plan  to  have  a 
Body  for  the  New  York  ^lilitia  to  join  themselves  to  upon  any 
Emergency,  to  have  Courts  op<»ned  undi*r  Prottntion  of  the 
Troops  &  for  them  to  proc(»ed  f:radually  until  j^ood  oichn*  is  re- 
established &  opposition  in  this  County  is  at  an  End:  ^:  wht-n 
this   is    done   Charlottee   Conntv    will    he   hi'twocn   two    Firos. 
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When  the  Troops  are  here,  so  that  People  see  the  State  is  ia 
euruest  to  assist  us,  it  is  probable  a  Company  may  easily  be 
raisiHl  to  help  j^arrison  the  Fort,  &  considerable  Prorision  be 
voluntarily  jrivon  for  their  Subsistance.  Colo.  Wells  says  he 
will  in  such  Case  jrive  1000  lb.  Beef  &  a  Barrel  of  Pork,  if  not 
mon\  &  doubts  not  but  very  considerable  Contributions  will  be 
made. 

The  inclosed  account  of  the  Expences  of  my  last  Journey  to 
Poughkcepsie,  I  expected  to  have  sworn  to  on  the  25th  May,, 
but  was  prevented  by  being  made  Prisoner  the  24th;  &  have 
not  since    and  probably  shall  not  again,  have  an  opportunity 
for  want  of  a  Magistrate.     However  1  give  my  Honor  that  every 
|vart  of  it  is  true.     I  tiatter  myself  it  will  upon  the  whole  be 
thought  a  very  rtnisonable  one.  *Jt  allowed  without  Difficulty. 
But  should  it  not,  I  must  look  to  my  Employers.     The  account    ij 
for  my  time  v^  horse  hin^  ^which  your  Exc  y  may  remember  Colo. 
l*Htcrsou  wrote  was  engiigiHl  to  me»  is  drawn  separate,  &  1 
tiatter  mvself  will  not  be  left  for  a  few  public  spirite<l  Indi- 
viduals to  |\sy.  altho*  your  Ex^vUency  mentioned  nothing  of  ray 
•^^ndiuj:  it      I  wish  my  Cirv*umstanivs  did  not  require  my  charg- 
ing tVr  Tiiuo.  but  my  Sufferings  by  the  war  have  made  it  neces- 
sary     I  ava  Your  Exct»!!enoy*s  most  obedient  &  very  humble 

Serv  t 

Mieah  Townsend. 

r   S      I  might  havo  savtHl  the  trouble  of  writing  a  con8ide^ 

a^ '  «•  :  V  - '.   s^ !'  :  b  s  1 1 : :  •.  r  !i  ,s  d  I  k  r  o  ^  i*.  ik  ba r  the  Com'e  wooli 
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[No.  2398.] 

Reiums  of  Delinquents  in  Col.  Hopkins'  Regiment,  with  Lists  of 
Such  us  Are  Whigs,  Neutrals  or  Doubtful,  and  Tories. 

Haights,  High  Lands,  June  ye  10th  1779. 

A  Return  of  CoW\  Roswell  Hopkins  Delinquits  in  his  Regt. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Govenor,  of  the  Good  whigs,  Middling  & 
Tories  which  are  as  follows 

Orood  whigs:  David  Milk,  William  Drake,  James  Begle, 
Stephen  Palmer,  Ebenezer  Lattmer,  Theophilous  Locwood, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  John  Punderson,  Ezra  Allen,  Filkins  German, 
WilPm  Tharington,  James  Conkrite,  Ju'r,  Abraham  Mosier, 
Thomas  Bullock,  Henry  Adeset,  Nathaniel  Parks,  Jonathan  Oli- 
vet, Thomas  Wilkerson,  John  Husted,  Sylvanus  Torbell,  John 
Bushe,  Asher  Wickham,  Joel  Reynolds,  Stephen  Babcock,  Isaac 
Butts,  Daniel  Daverson,  Ebenezer  Allen. 

Middling:  William  Blunt,  Jacob  Everson,  Henry  Kinne,  Hugh 
Wiley,  Tobias  Green,  Thomas  Green,  Joseph  WooUey,  David 
Grage,  Enoch  Wilber,  Timothy  Green,  Timothy  Soper,  Nathan 
Wolsey,  James  Pugsley,  ElijMi  Tenny,  Oliver  Erls,  George  Adtset, 
Hervey  Culley,  David  Abbett,  James  Higings,  Isaac  Wicks,  Mat- 
thew Progue,  Michael  Waltemire,  Amos  Crandel,  Samll.  Avery, 
Aron  Henrys,  Stephen  Quimby,  JAiut  Farr,  Solen  Lapham,  Owen 
Wilber,  Ebenezer  Palmer,  Pazzl  Lapham,  Caleb  Foster,  William 
Pugsly,  Nathaniel  Smith,  John  Northrup,  Joseph  Jeecocks, 
Joseph  Sutherland,  Gabril  Dusinbury,  Eliakim  Hammon,  James 
Marshal,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Leonard  Cook,  Benj'n  Waters,  Chris- 
topher Dutcher,  Isaac  Waters,  Freeborn  Cogswell,  Benj'n  Pad- 
dock, Johnson  Nash. 

&  Tories:  Gideon  Moshier,  John  Boice,  Daniel  Soles. 
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Oliver  Earle, 
Anhur  Wickhsm, 
GtH>rge  Adsit, 
Thomas  Bullock, 
Joel  Reynolds, 
Nathan  Woolsey, 
Thomas  DepuT, 
James  Beadle, 
William  Drake, 
Thomas  Wilkinson, 
Timothy  Siuiper, 
JiH^oph  Reynolds, 
Henry  Adsit t, 
Robert  Anson. 
Nathaniel  Parks^ 
Lent  Farr, 
Kl^eneixT  Alk*n. 
l^ac  Hutt^k 
J^HMthan  OUvec. 
i^te|»»hett  l^dcwk. 
Abr;ihAtti  Moy>iLher. 
Si.ift»*it:  n  ^iuimb^  \\ 
Tisivxtti  l\KHittey, 
AttHiHj  i>*ttdeL 
KlUkitu  Hdcumu>a«I. 


Colo.  Hopkins  Rgt.  Companies, 

a  Whig  Capt.  Tammage, 

Do  Capt.  Sontherland, 

Do  Capt.  Tammage, 

Do  Capt.  Humphreys, 

Do  Capt.  Southerland, 

Do  Capt.  Tammage, 

Do  Capt.  Sontherland, 

Do  Capt.  Walters, 
Do  Do 

Do  Capt.  Sontherland, 

Do  Capt.  Tammage, 

Do  Capt.  Walters, 

Do  Capt.  Humphreys, 

Do  Capt.  S^urherland, 

Do  Capt.  HomiArt*y% 

Do  Capt.  Sontherland, 

Do  Capt.  Weller, 

Do  Capl.  Sontherland, 
Do  Do 

D^^  Do 

IV>  C;dipt.  Hamphreys. 

IX*  Capt.  Uopkiosw 

IV  Capt.  Oamphreys, 

IV  Ca^vr.  WeLler. 

l^»  Ca^^*:.  TatncBji^. 

IV-  rj^     UVLlrr. 

LV  «/;i:.  r     cLiui^'tiri-ys^ 
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dall.  Corn's  Soaper,  Saml.  Simmons,  Jam's  McEvera,  Samuel 
r.arnes,  Wm.  Yatfs,  Isaiah  Wiley,  Jeremiah  Dubois,  David  Pad- 
dock, Wm.  Stoutenlmrgh,  Richard  Farr,  Abraham  Vantine, 
Corn's  Lawranee,  Richard  Cantlin,  Joseph  Odel,  Henry  Pells, 
Wm.  Van  Orman.  Stephen  Doty.  Stephen  Cellow,  Samuel  Mott, 
Isaac  Lammerie.  Joseph  Harris,  Lieut.,  Joseph  Scott,  Peter  Law- 
son  Henry  Van  Denburg,  Mich'l  Clink. 

Wm.  Baldwin — paroled  to  meet  at  Poughkeepsie,  but  did  not 
appt*ar:  Wm.  Pauling — refused  to  come,  and  was  compelled; 
Isaac  Conklin — broke  his  parole:  Baltus  Frier — broke  his  parole; 
Wm.  Carter — paroled  to  appear  at  Camp  the  10th  of  June  1779; 
Bernai-d  Doty — made  his  escape  and  has  said  that  he  was  enlist- 
ing men  for  ye  King:  Richard  Sneideker — secreted  himself,  and 

sent  his  son  out  of  the  way — Evidence  Isaac  Salkeld; Hoag 

a  Quaker  Preacher — delivered  with  his  crime  to  the  Commission- 
ers at  Poughkeepsie:  Zaccheus  Marshal  a  Quaker  been  to  the 
meeting  on  Long  Island  without  leave  delivered  to  the  Com- 
niisioners — he  savs  a  Number  of  others  likewise  went. 
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[No.  2400.] 

Crovernor  Clinton  to  General  WashingtM. 

10"  June  1779. 

I  am  honored  with  your  Excellency's  I^etter*  of  yesterday  and 

agree  with  you  in  the  propriety  of  dismissing  the  Militia  and 

delay  it  only  until  I  can  have  an  opportunity  of  apprizing  Genl. 

McDougall  of  niv  Intention. 

.    [G.C.I 
[To  Gen.  Washington.] 


[No.  2401.] 
The  Enem^^s  Operations  in  Westchester^ 

•  Haights  10**  June  ITTtK 
Sir:  1  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  just  rec'd  from  Colo. 
Drake*  containing  Intelligence  res|>ect'g  the  Enemy's  Outrages 
in  the  County  of  West  Chester,  and  submit  it  to  you  the  pro- 
priety of  transmitting  it  to  his  Exi^Uency  G.  Washington  who 
may  in^s^iibly  advice  some  measures  for  cover'g  that  Part  of  the 

Country.     1  am.  Sir,  your  most  obed.  ser't 

[G.  i\] 
Thr  llon'le  Major  Genl.  Mcl^ougal, 


;No.  24«^.] 
5trtS'>>««  FntK'M  ifi  She  H 'hjkt*jtmtis  aw^J  *>m  the  Hills  yorth  of  FishkiL 

Buds.  11th  June  I77t). 
My   IVar  Sir.   I  r^sviv^-^l  your  fuvor  of  yesterday,  inclosing; 

Cv!*Hi<t*l  l^rakrs  rv^\>rt  olf  th»'  l>istnr^:^*^'s  v^f  the  i«^-ople  of  Wc«t 

Cbrst-^.  \v^l'.  *ti   a-*    r  \.  rr*!  Li,:"v  a»*t-^ 'hv.:.     I  shall  transmit  it 

:?•>  •••'rv'v^.  '•     ".'•".    ♦'•  '•.ir^srj.^l"  r   •:    •'':;»-.-f.     As  rt  is  n«n.vssary 
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(even  hours  march  from  the  enemy,  1  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to 
lirei-t  Co'.onel  Hrinkerhoff  to  erect,  one  or  more  Beacons  on  the 
lills  above  Fish  Kill,  to  alarm  the  Militia.  I  shall  direct  Gen- 
eral Parsons  to  erect  some  on  Butter  Hill,  if  Men  can  be  spared 
from  the  Garrison. 

Bhould  the  enemy  move  against  us  on  this  Side,  a  good  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  will  be  well  posted,  on  the  Wikope  Road,  lest  the 
enemy  should  attempt  there  to  get  in  our  Rear.     I  am,  My  Dear 

Sir,  Your  affectionate  humble  Servant 

Alex'r  McDougall. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2403.] 
ReUUing  to  WiUiam  Haley,  a  Servant. 
Sir.  I  Rec'd  yours  of  the  10th  Instant,  Desiring  Will'm  Haley 
as  a  Servant;  was  it  in  my  Power  I  Should  be  happy  in  Oblige- 
in;?  von.  So  long  as  it  can  be  Dun  with  Propriety  I  have  no 
Ohjwtious  to  his  Tarrying  with  your  Honour  for  that  purpose, 
onless  he  Should  be  Orderd  to  Join  his  Regt.  Am,  Sir,  with 
Respect  Your  Humble  Servant 

James  Miller,  Lt.  Col.  Commdt. 
Fort  Arnold,  June  12th  1779. 

The  Hon'ble,  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 


[No.  2404.] 
The  State's  Provisions  for  the  Families  of  Soldiers. 

Poughkeepsie  June  12th  1779. 
^ir;  I  have   rec'd  your  Letter  of  the  29"  Inst,   [ult.]     The 
Jasticeg  of  the  Peace  are  now  employed  in  distributing  Provi- 
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sious  to  the  wives  and  Families  of  the  state  soldiers  agi'eable  to 
an  Act  of  the  I-^gislature  passed  at  their  last  Meeting;  there  i» 
some  other  Monies  to  which  the  Soldiery  of  the  fire  Regts.  in  the 
Btate  are  entitled  &  it  will  be  divided  among  them  as  soon  as 
the  pn?sent  alarm  is  over  &  proper  Returns  are  received  from 
them  to  enable  me  to  make  the  Distribution  and  whenever  the 
new  Legislature  shall  convene,  which  will  be  early  in  next 
Month,  your  present  application  shall  be  immediately  &  faith- 
fully laid  before  them  that  they  may  give  such  further  aid  and 
Relief  to  the  Soldiery  as  shall  be  esteemed  equitable  &  proper 
under  our  present  distressed  Circumstances.  And  I  cant  doubt^ 
but  such  Measures  will  be  adopted  as  to  remove  every  Just 

Cause  of  Complaint.     I  am  with  great  Esteem  &c. 

[G.  C.J 

Capt.  Ro^ekrans.  or  the  Officer  commanding  Colo.  DuBois  Regt. 


[No.  2405.] 

An  Anonifmous  Lttter  Touchin'j  the  Stnn'jih  of  the  Indians  ani 
Tories  and  Their  Mtthods, 

June  13ih  [1779?] 
My  hunple  Service  to  you  Otlieers  as  Major  Becker  my  Lovinf 
Frit-ut  aiitl  I'ajT.  St^:jia.  !i  and  Ja»  oh  Sut-yder  and  I^iwrcuce 
Siho.>:cra::  ar.«l  a!:  i;t>o*l  Trit  r..l>  :ii  S.-i.ohary — I  have  j^iven  lut- 
svl:"  *'■  :  ^^r  a  -.tiy  a::il  I  lu:*»t'  :\'u:nl  :l:r-  IVivateuess  how  they 
w-;:  '  ■  ^  :.  .-.  ai;«i  :\  w  S:r'-.ir  rli'-y  art-.  Th»/y  are  one  Thousand 
ot>  •  ■■•  \  S<:-'^  1*'^/: '\  o'\r-  'vrx  rir-  Tv.  \--rdaiii.  ami  fn»m 
t:>  :'.  .■.'•..  r  ../•»:  '  •  >  u:  '.  :  >•  ;  ::  a  ho-isv  i»ii  tire  and 
wh^r.  -■.-  1'.  •  ..«;rr:  .  t..-  >  '  >  t-.»  il.-  iir:\  then  the  will 
aitao  at  a  T  a- v  \\iurv  •  .>  \  arv  :.o:  Kx|»^H.tti,  but  at  first  at  tbe^ 
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upper  Eant,  as  fur  as  I  can  find  out,  and  So  I  Remain  your 

friend  and  bunple  Serrand 

Schohary. 

A  true  Coppy  of  a  Letter  which  was  found  the  14th  of  this 
Instant  at  Schohary. 


[No.  2406.] 

Oovemor   Clinton'8  Measures  far  the  Protection  of   Westchester 

County. 

[Draft  of  letter  of  June  13,  1779,  to  Colo.  Drake,  Lt.  Colos. 
Hammond  &  Budd  and  Major  Crane,  calling  out  their  diflfer't 
reg'ts  to  act  for  the  defence  of  Westchester  county:] 

The  peculiar  Situation  of  your  County  exposed  to  the  RaTages 
of  the  Enemy  now  lying  at  Verplanck's  Point  &  White  Plains  & 
the  Impracticability  at  this  present  Conjuncture  (arising  from  a 
variety  of  Causes)  of  sending  to  your  assistance  any  considerable 
Body  of  ilie  luilitia  from  this  Quarter,  renders  it  indispen^Jably 
necessary  for  you  to  collect  together  as  great  a  Proportion  of 
your  respective  Keginients  as  can  be  obtained,  and  to  dii>pose  of 
them  in  such  manner  as  will  cover  the  ('ountry  from  the  Excur- 
sions of  that  Part  of  tli(?  Enemy  laying  in  (he  vicinity  of  the 
White  Plains.  I  have  directed  Coh).  Drake  cK:  ^lajor  Crane  with 
a  small  Detachm't  from  Ludington's,  to  call  out  their  Kejits.  &, 
post  them  in  the  ^Neighbourhood  of  Cronip(nul  t<)  cuver  the  Coun- 
try from  the  Riivages  of  the  P^nemy  at  Verplanck's  I'oinl.  Proper 
Disposition  of  this  small  Force  aided  by  Sheldon's  light  Horse, 
whom  1  have  requested  (.lenl.  ^IcDougal  to  direct  to  act  with  you 
and  to  furnish  you  wiih  Pat  roles,  nuiy  I  liope,  give*  a  temporary 
Protection  to  the  Country.     In  the  mean  Time  you  may  rest 
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a&sured  that  I  will  use  every  Exertion  in  my  Power  to  obtain  s 

more  adequate  Force  for  your  Security.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
To  Lt.  Colo.  Hammond  &  Budd. 

[The  same  to  Colo.  Drake  &  Major  Crane  except,  instead  of  th< 

words  between  laying  in  the  thirteenth  &  to  act  in  the  twenti 

fourth  Lines  insert  the  following:  *'at  Verplanck's  Point  I  have 

directed  Lieut.  Cols.  Hammond  &  Budd  to  call  out  their  Re^s 

&  post  them  so  as  to  cover  the  Country  from  the  Ravages  of  th( 

Enemy  at  the  White  Plains  &  in  its  vincinity.    Proper  Disposi 

tion  of  this  small  Force  aided  by  Delavan's  Company  of  light 

Horse  who  are "] 

[G.  C] 


[No.  2407.] 
The  iiovernor  Xotifics  General  McDougall  of  His  Dispositions, 

13  June  1779,  Pokeepsie. 

Sir,    I   have  just  issuihI  my  Girders  to  Colo.  Drake  &  Majo 

Crane  to  call  out  their  Regts.  and  post  them  with  a  Detacbm' 

from  Ludiugton's  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Crompond  to  cover  the 

Country  from  the  Ravages  of  the  Enemy  at  Verplanck's  PoiDt 

and  to  I^eut.  Colos.  Hammond  &  Budd  to  call  out  their  Regts.  k 

pi>st  them  so  as  to  Cover  the  Country-  from  Excursions  of  the 

Elneniy  at  the  White  Plains  and  in  its  vicinity.    Major  Ilelavan's 

^^orse  are  to  act  with  Drake's  &  Crane's  Regiments.     It  is  also 

^lecessary  that  Leut't  Collos.  Hammond  &  Budd,  be  furnished 

with   Horse  to  act  with  the  Militia  under  their  Command.    I 

would^  therefore,  wish  that  you  we'd  give  Colo.  Sheldon  iwho  ] 

nned  is  not  now  employed  to  the  bt*st  advantage»  th€ 

Orders  for  this  Purpose.     There  art*  many  Reasoni 

ed  not  mention  to  you  that  ft>rbid  the  catling  out  a: 
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large  a  Number  of  the  Militia  a«  might  be  sufficient  to  cover  that 
Country,  and  yet  it  would  be  improper  to  leave  it  entirely  ex- 
posed; if,  therefore,  the  Commander  in  Chief  co'd  find  it  conve- 
nient to  grant  one  Continental  Regt.,  for  this  Service,  I  am  con- 
vinced the  most  salutary  Effects  wo'd  result  from  it,  and  the 
Militia  wo'd  be  more  ready  and.  march  with  greater  alacrity  to 
the  Support  of  the  Forts  or  for  Reinforcem't  of  the  main  army  in 
Case  of  Emergency  than  to  a  more  distant  Service.    1  wo'd,  there- 
fore, request  that  this  might  be  suggested  to  his  Excellency, 
lam&c.  [Q.  C.] 

[To  Gen.  McDougall.]  

[No.  2408.] 
Lieutenant  Colonel  PaicUng  on  Regimental  Affairs. 

Wawarsink,  June  13th  1779. 

Sir,  Inclosed  you  have  a  Return  of  such  part  of  the  Regt.  as 
are  under  my  Command  in  this  Quarter,  a  Copy  of  which  I  have 
sent  to  Colo.  Rensulaer.  I  have  wrote  to  Colo.  Malcom  request- 
injr  him  to  know  from  Laurence,  Hallett,  Hunter,  &  Gronin 
whether  they  still  incline  to  serve  in  the  Kegt.  as  I  understood  in 
a  I^etter  lately  rec'd  they  were  with  him.  His  An-swer  I  have  not 
got  but  expect  it  in  a  few  Days.  I  undertook  to  give  Mr.  Lau- 
rence some  Encouragement  of  being  a  Captain,  one  being  wanted, 
and  the  more  induced  so  to  do  by  Capt.  Faulkener's  Request,  who 
tellg  me  he  had  much  rather  be  out  of  the  Service  than  it  wou'd 
be  exceeding  Glad  to  have  one  to  take  his  Birth. 

Mr.  Pattison,  issuing  Commissary,  with  us  begs  the  assistance 

^f  three  Clerks,  the  one  at  Peenpack,  one  at  Leghweck  and  the 

other  at  Shandeken.    I  am  well  persuaded  of  the  Necessity  he  has 

for  them  &  the  Difficulty  of  keeping  his  Accounts  without  them 
6 
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regular.    I  wish  to  have  your  Directions  concerning  it  given  to 

Major  Van  Bunschoten.    News  I  have  none;  peacable  Timee  with 

as  in  this  Quarter.    My  respectf ull  (Dompliments  to  Mrs.  Clinton^ 

Granny  &  Family.    I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obed't  H'ble 

A.  Pawling. 
[To  G.  C] 


[Ko.  6422.]* 
THE  SULLIVAN  EXPEDITION  UNDER  WAY. 

General  James   Clinton  Leaves  Albany  for  the  Front — His  Final 
Arrangements  for  His  Family. 

Albany,  Juno  13th  1779. 

Dear  Wife,  The  Day  before  yesterday  I  went  with  my  Bagj^ge 

to  Schenectady  and  bid  farewell  at  Albany,  but  after  I  sent  of 

the  Regts.,  to  Conojoharie  1  Returned  to  get  an  opportunity  to 

settle  some  affairs  of  my  own,  and  send  you  some  things  which 

I  Expected  I  Could  do  without  being  Interupted,  but  in  vain, 

for  I  Cant  write  a  Letter  without  being  Disturbed  by  somebody. 

I  send  you  a  List  of  what  things  I  take  with  me,  what  I  Leave 

in  Albany,  and  what  I  send  you,  which  1  hope  you  will  Receive 

safe  as  they  are  now  of  great  value,  and  will  be  of  great  Service 

to  you  and  the  family;  and  1  spared  no  pains  to  Procun*  them, 

though  I  had  but  Little  time;  my  Mother  will  s(^e  that  I  have 

not  forgot  her,  as  I  send  you  Tea  &  Sugar  &  the  Knives  &  Forks 

which  are  very  good  ones.     1  have  Done  the  bestl  Could  for 

and  if  I  had  not,  1  would  be  un}::ratrrul,  as  I  am  siiie 

i)one  every  thing  in  your  Tov.  cr  to  serve  me. 

ide  my  Will  and  Left  it  in  my  Chest  at  Mr.  Taylor's 

mt  I  wanted  you  to  Consult  with.     I   wish  I  had 

ZZIV,  Clinton  M  SS. 
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time  to  send  you  a  Coppy  of  it;  if  I  Can  I  will.  If  not  I  Can 
Inform  you,  that  after  Leaveing  a  few  Legacies  to  you  and  Each 
of  the  Children,  I  have  ordered  an  Equal  Division  of  all  my 
Estate,  Real  and  Personal,  amongst  the  Children  and  you  when 
my  youngest  Son  arrives  at  the  full  age  of  twenty  one  years^ 
and  you  are  to  Live  on  which  place  you  please  while  you  Live. 
1  hope  it  will  please  you,  as  I  assure  you  it  was  my  study.  If 
not,  I  hope  to  Return  to  you  again  when  I  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  Consult  you. 

I  have  Concluded  to  Leave  Capt.  Gregg  in  Albany  with  a  small 
party  of  Invalids  as  a  guard  to  the  stores  and  to  Receive  the  sick 
from  the  Hospital  on  their  Recovery.  I  have  left  him  for  sev- 
eral Reasons,  though  if  it  were  not  on  his  sisters  acc't  he  would 
not  be  pleased.  I  tell  him  my  Reason  for  leaveing  him  is,  that 
if  the  Indians  ketches  him  again  they  will  Cut  of  his  head  as 
scalping  Cant  kill  him. 

('apt.  (ire^^  is  to  forward  the  thiugs  to  yuu  and  the  Treasury 
Notes  with  rho  Directions  liow  you  are  to  settle  theui. 

I  set  of  r«'iiHHTOw  for  Coiiojoliarie,  where  I  will  be  some  I);ivs 
jrfltJDj:  the  I*(':its  1111(1  stores  across  to  the  Head  of  the  Sus  pie- 
lianali.  as  wr  art*  to  ji:o  lV)wn  that  Riv(»r.  Your  IJiollu^r  has 
ninnlK-d  with  the  Re^M.  I  Ketcived  yours  by  Mr.  Iniplny  but 
Mr.  Tiah^  \\;:s  i-one  before  i  v.rote  bv  him.  If  ynu  (^m,  let  me 
h-arfioiii  \ou  ontM*  luoro.  ('a]>t.  (lre«j:j^  will  forwaid  it.  I  have 
RiUrh  TjK,;,.  Jo  '.vrile  if  1  had  time,  but  must  Com-I.jt'.c  wah  r.>y 
I'"v»' lu  \i.  i.  i.i'l  ll:*'  C'hiMieii.  Uiv  Lirolhi'r,  Moth-r  ,.un  all  i  he 
Kest  of  the  family.  May  <\od  I>less  and  preserve  you  from  all 
baijgf-r  uiili'i  we  meet  a^uaiu. 

Ifant  r'onelude  without  accpiaintin^c  you  of  tlu*  Civility  and 
food  osage  we  Received  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Taylor;  they  would  take 
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uo  pay  from  us,  saying  they  had  Re€*d  sufficient  satisfaction 

already,  which  I  believe  they  had,  but  thfere  is  few  would  koow 

it,  as  they  had  not  seen  the  acc't  of  what  Provisions  we  Drew. 

However,  I  give  them  an  order  on  the  Q.  Master  for  the  use  of 

the  House,  which  they  Refused  till  I  told  them  it  would  Dis- 

oblidge  me  if  they  did  not  take  it.     I  Likewise  give  them  an 

order  on  the  Com'y  to  Draw  fresh  Provisions  in  my  absence  on 

my  acc't  as  it  is  not  [to]  be  purchased  here.     Mrs.  Taylor  is  a 

line  Little  woman.     I  have  not  seen  her  out  of  Humor  since  1 

have  been  here,  and  I  am  sure  she  had  Reason  and  trouble 

Enough  with  our  Company.     I  must  now  bid  you  all  farewell. 

but  Expect  to  write  you  again  from  Conojoharie  before  I  leave 

it.     I  am,  Yours  Affectionately, 

James  Clinton. 
[To  Mrs.  Mary  Clinton.] 


[No.  2409.] 
The  Real  Politics  of  the  Vermont  8itu<i4ion. 

Philad.  14''  June  1779 

Dear  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  Letter  to  Congress  respecting  the 

Revolt  has  made  a  serious  Impression.     I  applaud  the  wisdom 

&  Spirit  which  it  manifests.      Congress  seem  to  have  relied 

rather  too  far  on  the  Moderation  and  Passivity  of  our  State:  and 

yet  there  are  Circumstances  which  Justify  their  proceeding  with 

Caution.     It  is  generally  supposed  and  believed,  that  if  active 

measures  are  passed  by  our  State,  the  Friends  and  Relations 

of  the  Revolters  in  the  Eastern  States,  «^ven  in  defiance  of  their 

own  Government,  will  Support   them  by  arms:     At  the  same 

le  an  opinion  prevails  that,  by  the  mediation  of  the  Commit- 

they  may  be  prevailed  upon  to  return  to  their  l>uty;  at  least 
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that  the  attempt  is  necessary  previous  to  acts  of  Violence.  The 
Eastern  Delegates  seemd  Confident  of  its  Success  and  were 
explicit  in  avowing  their  wishes  that  it  might  produce  Submis- 
sion &  Tranquillity.  / 

•Your  Excellency's  Ix^tter  is  committed  to  a  special  Committee, 
&  I  presume  they  will  report  that  the  Prisoners  be  set  at  Liberty 
&  Col.  Allen's  Conduct  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  Court  Martial.  \  At  the  same  time  Congress  are  so 
strongly  perswaded  of  the  policy  &  propriety  of  sending  their 
Committee,  that  they  will  persevere  in  the  Measure,  &  I  wish 
our  State  coud  be  so  far  reconciled  to  it  as  to  give  it  no  Obstruc- 
tion. If  the  Committee  are  disregarded  it  will  become  the 
Cause  of  the  United  States:  &  we  shall  have  a  Right  to  call  on 
Congress  for  Assistance  to  support  their  own  authority.  I  .1  sug- 
gest these  Hints  for  your  Excellency's  Consideration,  and  remain 
with   the   utmost   Regard,   Dear  Sir,   Your   Excellency's   most 

obfMlioiJT  &  very  humble  Servant 

Jas.  Duane. 

No  Express  from  the  Southward!     The  great  Events  there 
tttill  depend  on  uncertain  Rumour. 
Ills  Excellency  Oovernour  Clinton. 

[Private.] 


[No.  1>410.] 
Cantinuntion  of  Rumors  from  the  South. 

Fish  Kill,  loth  June  1T7IK 
Dear  Sir,  Nothinjr  ih-*w  since*  yesterday,  only  the  continu- 
ation of  the  old  story  from  tlu*  sonthward.  Tlie  following:  is  an 
extiaet  from  a  Letter  of  Cioncral  Parsons  to  me  this  morning. 
He  no  doubt  had  it  from  his  Excellency  the  (Jont^ral  who  is  in 
the  Fort: 
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'*  In  a  I#ftt'fr  from  a  meinUer  of  Congrera,  the  General  is  in- 
itnitit'd  tiiai  thff  Kueinj  made  an  assanlt  apon  Charlestown  and 
w#'j'<'  r^ftiulK^.fl;  they  made  a  second  attempt  and  at  that  instant 
<i<fiK;rai  Lincoln  ap[>ear'd  and  attaekd  their  Rear  and  gave  them 
a  Mi^riul  (Uif(;Bi;  their  loss  1480,  this  does  not  come  officially  ^at 
ill  hikIi  riiaiiner  as  leaves  very  little  doubt  of  the  truth  of  it.'' 

WhoiMfv^'P  any  thing  of  consequence  comes  to  my  knowledge, 

a  rolalion  thereof,  will  immediately  be  transmitted  by  Your  Ex- 

i'i'Wt'unvH  most  obed.  &  very  humble  Ser. 

Udny  Hay. 
<fOvernonr  Olinton. 


[No.  2411.] 

Oemral  James   Clinton  Notifies   His  Brother  of   the  PrepctroHons 
Made  for  the  Sullivan  Expedition. 

Albany,  June  15th  1779. 
iMMir  Hrothi»r,    Yesterday  I  received  a  Letter  from  Genl.  Sulli- 
van fluttrd  tho  11th  instant,  and  one  from  His  Excellency  datted 
tht»  lt)th-  the  former  of  which  points  out  my  rout  from  hence, 
lint  ill  I  join  the  army  under  him,  the  latter  only  refers  me  to  any 
iirders  1  may  receive  from  Genl.  Sullivan.     I  have  ordered  one 
hundred  Hoats  to  be  loaded  at  Schanectady  and  transported  up 
the  rivtM-  by  the  ;U1  N.  Y.  Regiment  and  the  Detachment  under 
Ool,  Hutler,  both  which  fleets  have  already  sailed.    I  have  ordered 
one  hundrtnl  more  Hoats  to  be  had  in  readiness  immediately, 
tt*  tile  Genl.  has  ordered  me  to  enibarke  all  the  Troops,  and 
*^ke  no  IV  Horses.     1  have  ordennl  thrtv  or  four  hundred  wag- 
to  be  iollcotiHl  at  Connojeharie  to  tr:\nsp«>rt  the  Boats  and 
i  across  the  carreing  place  to  I-ake  Otsego,  the   place   of 
kation  whcic  I  sha.l  \\aii  fan  In t  t»nltTs  to  proceed. 
I  informed  thai  you  are  to  mar.;h  with  a  IVtachment, 
IS^pactuuk  Hranch  of  the  IVlaware.     I  shall  be  happy 
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to  meet  you  and  have  requested  Genl.  Sullivan  to  inform  you  of 
the  time  I  am  to  leave  Lake  Otsego  Landing,  as  I  cou*d  not  do 
it  so  expeditiously  as  may  be  necessary. 

I  have  left  two  Companies  of  Butler's  Detatchment  at  Scho- 
harie, who  are  to  join  me  on  the  shortest  notice.  I  am  sorry  to 
inform  you  that  out  of  all  the  nine  months  men,  we  have  re- 
ceived only  one  hundred  and  fifty.  I  shall  be  also  under  the 
necessity  of  evacuating  Cherry  Valley  as  we  have  no  troops  to 
garrison  it,  for  altho  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  hath  ordered  out  one 
fourth  of  his  Brigade,  few  or  none  have  made  their  appearance. 

I  have  order  Col.  V.  Schaick  to  repair  to  this  Place  to  take 
the  Command,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Difficulties  which  may 
arrise  in  that  Particular  during  my  absence,  this  I  was  the  more 
inclined  to  do,  as  Captain  John  Graham  is  appointed  Major  of 
said  Regiment. 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  by  every  Oppertunity,  as 

there  is  a  Post  established  from  Weyoming  to  Fort  Schuyler, 

tho'  [thro']  Esopus  and  Albany.    I  am  with  great  respect  your 

Tery  hu'ble  Serv't 

James  Clinton. 

P.  S.     I  shall  set  off  this  day  for  Connojohanie.     Enclosed  are 

two  Letters  from  Col.  V.  Schaick. 

<jov.  Clinton. 


[No.  2412.] 
System  of  Signals  for  the  Posts  in  the  Highlands. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Major  Generals  of  the  Army,  for  estab- 
lishing signals  and  beats,  agreeable  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  communicated  in  his  Circular  Letter  of  the 
13th  Inst. 

Present,  Major  Generals  Putnam,  Greene,  De  Kalb,  St.  Clair. 
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lu  ease  the  Enemy  should  make  an  attempt  upon  the  posts  at 
the  West  Point,  in  order  that  there  may  be  the  less  danger 
of  falling  into  confusion,  and  that  the  several  Divisions  may 
act  with  the  pn^ator  uniformity,  and  the  different  parts  mutually 
support  each  other;  the  following  Signals  by  beat  of  Drum  are 
agreed  ui>on: 

The  long  Roll,  l>eat  once  distinctly,  will  be  the  signal  for  the 
right  wing  to  advance:  twice  for  the  I^ft,  and  three  times  for 
the  whole  Division  to  commence  the  attack. 

The  short  Troop  will  be  the  signal  for  the  right  wing  to  re- 
treat: the  Pionet^rs  March  for  the  I>?ft,  and  the  retreat  for  the 
whole  Division  to  n'tire. 

The  Communication  is  to  bt*  kept  uji  as  far  as  practicable, 
by  messengers.  Runners,  and  Expresses  l^etween  the  different 
divisions  as  it  is  con^fivetl  no  signals  ran  l>e  sufficient  for  that 
puriH^se. 

The  Gt'neral  i>ftiivrs  ar*^  further  of  opinion,  that  no  signals 

\au  Ih*  couivrtt"*!  by  tlum  prt^i»er  for  alarming  the  Militia  itho' 

.  it  is  im^H^rTant  thrrt-  shonl«l  Ik*  suvh  tstaMish'di  as  they  are  not 

sufficiently  amuaintitl  wiih  tht-  situation  of  the  Country:  nor 

are  they  informtnl  whether  any  nuasnr^-s  have  been  adopted  for 

that  puriHVSs^*:  or  if  ibt^rx  havv  U^^n  what  they  are.     They,  theie- 

foiv,  think   ii   exjunlit  nt   for  «itu»Tal   l^itnam   immediately  to 

m^riie  to  i^o^mior  I'liinou  on  iht    siil^jf-t;  and  desire  him  to 

mf%^rm  wh^ibtr  anx  ilav.  l.as  N-ru  t'.r-M:  u^i^.n.  and  if  not,  that 

^"  *:*/  |»j\»jH*st  si:/::  .1::  v-: .   .is  1>   :?   v'-vs  i»  II  N,-  most  conducive 

to,ii,5iuir    :  Lit   :•:::,  s,     :   «^»  .-.  >'  •: 

■A  .>.   .i»-  Camp. 
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[No.  2413.] 

Messrs.  Jay  and  Duane's  Reply  to  Governor  CUnton^s  Letter  on  the 

Vermont  Question. 

Philadelphia  16th  June  1779. 
Sir,     We  have  been  favored  with  your  Excellency's  Letter* 
of  the  7th  Inst.f  on  the  Subject  of  the  late  Resolutions  of  Con- 
gress respecting  the  Revolt  in  New  York.    The  President  will 
transmit  to  you  their  further  Resolutions  on  that  Head. 

As  the  State  of  New  York  by  their  remonstrances  to  Con- 
gress demanded  Justice  against  the  revolters,  they  thought  it 
fvasonable  to  be  assured  that  the  State  had  done  them  Equity 
l>efore  Congress  interfered,  and  for  that  purpose  appointed  a 
rommittee  to  enquire  &  report.    The  Spirit  of  your  Letter  to 
Congress  will  advance  the  Business.    We  conceive  it  to  be  in  a 
pood  train,  &  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  Committee  ought 
t«>  proceed.     Any  Decisions  of  Congress  made  ex-parte  would 
ha\>-  less  weight  than  if  made  after  hearing  these  people.     The 
majurity  of  the  house  have  very  proper  Ideas  on  the  subject  and 
we  rtatter  ourselves  that  it  will  terminate  right. 

'^  page  54. 

tia  Congress  June  16th  1779. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  of  7th  Jline  from  Governor  Clinton 
In&ufht  in  a  Report  whereupon  Resolved  unanimously  that  the  Officers  acting  under 
It*  State  of  New  York,  who  were  lately  restrained  of  their  liberty  by  certain  Persons 
oJ  a  District  called  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  ought  to  be  immediately  liberated. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  I  c«»rtaln  District  known  by  the  Name  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  be  directed  to 
I'juirt  into  the  Matters  and  Things  contained  in  the  Letters  of  Governor  Clinton  of 
»r.*  j*:h  May  and  of  the  7th  Instant,  and  that  Copies  of  the  said  Letters  be  transmitted 
■  •  ihe  s>aid  Committee  and  that  they  be  directed  to  report  specially  to  Congress. 

R'^vjived.  unanimously,  that  it  was  not  the  Intention  of  Congress  by  their  Resolutions 
'■  •=*•  first  Instant  nor  ought  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  to  be  construed,  to  hold 
«.-  PrlLHples  subversive  of  or  unfavourable  to  the  internal  Policy  et  any  or  either  of 
II.'  -i  !^d  States. 

T..3f  Congress  expect  very  salutary  effects  from  the  Appointment  of  the  said  Com- 
t---.  Therefore,  all  further  proceedings  on  Governor  Clinton's  Letter  be  postponed 
'"-'Si  ihfj  report. 

Extract    from   the    Minutes. 

Cha.  Thomson.  Secry. 
From  the  Documentary  History  of  New  York.  Volume  IV.  page  97«». 
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We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  and  Esteeob 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obed't  Servants 

John  Jajy 

Jas.  Duane. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  6423.]  • 

Du  Simiticre  Writes  an  Entertaining  Letter  to  the  Governor. 

Sir,  I  hope  my  last  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Excel- 
•lency  in  date  of  the  2(;th  April  has  come  Safe  in  your  hands; 
it  contained  a  picture  in  black  lead,  a  pamphlet  &  Some  papers, 
I  wish  they  may  have  been  acceptable.  Said  letter  was  not 
Sent  till  the  4th  May;  it  was  given  in  my  presence  by  Mr.  Presi- 
dent Jay  to  a  person  going  to  your  place  of  residence.  I  im- 
agine that  it  must  have  reached  you  about  the  time  that  the 
enemy  was  in  your  neighbourhood,  therefore,  can  not  expect 
that  your  Excellency  has  had  much  leisure  to  attend  to  its  tri- 
fling contents;  from  the  news  that  we  have  had  from  your  gov- 
ernment I  am  in  great  hopes  that  the  threatening  aspect  of 
invasion  has,  by  the  vigilance,  activity,  &  bravery  of  the  troops 
under  your  commaitd  been  dissipated  &  Shall  be  very  happy  to 
hear  it  confirmd;  we  have  been  here  for  near  three  weeks  in 
an  anxious  Suspence  about  the  fate  of  Charlestown;  all  the 
accounts  we  have  had  hitherto,  have  been  favourable  and  as- 
serts the  repulse  of  the  ennemies  in  two  unsuccessful  attacks 
by  them  madron  the  lines  of  Charlestown,  but  Still  no  authentic 
intelligence  has  arrived,  and  Congress  is  waiting  for  an  express. 
A  change  has  lately  taken  place  in  our  internal  affairs;  commit- 
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tees  have  been  appointed  by  a  numerous  town  meeting  in  this 
city  to  apply  Some  remedy  to  the  enormous  depreciation  of  the 
continental  currency  &  to  regulate  the  prices  of  various  articles 
of  necessaries  of  life,  and  also  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  & 
detect  the  machinations  of  our  internal  enemies,  of  which  there 
is  but  too  many  remaining  amongst  us;  these  committees  are 
composed  of  respectable  citizens,  active  &  zealous  for  the  good 
of  their  country  and  much  good  is  expected  from  their  labours. 
It  would  be  in  vain  for  me  to  be  more  particular  with  regard 
to  news,  as  I  make  no  doubt  your  Excellency  See  our  papers  in 
which  every  thing  of  the  kind  is  contained,  as  well  as  the  ani- 
mated controversy  between  particular  persons  relating  to  trans- 
actions of  a  political  natilre  which  has  for  upwards  of  Six 
months  filled  a  great  part  of  our  publications  &  now  &  then 
blaze  out  afresh;  on  that  Subject  I  Shall  only  add  that  there 
must  be  great  faults  &  malversations  Some  where. 

I  forgot  to  mention  in  my  last,  that  I  had  added  to  my  colh'c- 
tion  of  pictures  of  distingnislied  &  eminent  persons,  a  good  like- 
ness of  the  minister  of  France,  who  has  very  obliginly  coijd<^- 
scended  to  Sit  for  it.  I  have  done  no  other  Since,  owliij^  to 
Some  disapointment,  but  it  is  only  delayed.  I  have  also  painted 
lately  a  miniature  of  Mrs.  Jay. 

My  old  ac(|uaintance  Mr.  Petrus  Theobaldus  Curtenius  takes 
care  of  this  letter  to  forward  it  to  your  Excellency  by  Some  Saft^ 
hand,  and  hope  that  when  the  weighty  &  important  affairs  of 
your  eminent  Station  will  allow  you  a  little  leisure,  you  will 
favour  me  with  a  line  which  will  give  me  the  highest  Satist*;:(- 
tion  to  receive. 

With  my  Sincerest  wishes  for  your  Excellency  &  fainilv's 
Safety  &  prosperity  I  have  the  honour  to  Subscribe  myself  with 
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the  greatest  respect,  of  your  Excellency  the  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant 

Du  Simitiere. 
Philadelphia  June  17th  1779. 

His  Excellency,  Gorernor  Clinton. 


[No.  2414.] 

Commissary  Totcnsmd^s  Efforts  to  Collect  Wheat  in   Westchester 

County. 

Bedford  21t  June  1779. 

Hon'rd  Sir,  I  Rec'd  your  Fav'r  of  the  8th  Instant,  But  as 
yet  have  been  able  to  Collect  Very  Little  wheat,  for  want  of 
Sufficient  Guards,  as  three  Quarters  of  my  District  is  below  our 
Guards  Exposed  to  the  Continual  Ravages  of  the  Enemys  Horse, 
who  are  often  out  in  Considerable  Bodys  So  that  Very  Little 
more  wheat  Can  be  Collected,  untill  we  are  better  Supported. 
The  Appointment  Enclosed  by  your  Excellency,  for  Gilbert 
Purdy,  Esqr.,  I  Conceived  to  be  a  Mistake,  which  I  Suppose  from 
Information  to  have  been  Intended  for  Jacob  Purdy,  Esqr.,  (as 
I  Know  of  no  Gilbert  Purdy  of  any  Note  in  West  Chester 
County)  and  under  our  present  Situation  as  no  time  ought  to  be 
Lost,  Jacob  Purdy,  Esqr.,  has  undertaken  to  act  on  that  ap- 
pointment, If  Enabled,  untill  your  Excellency's  pleasure  Can  l>e 
further  Known. 

I  Have  this  day  made  ap[)lication  to  the  Commanding  Officer 
att  Horse  Neck  (as  I  am  Informed  that  he  has  700  men  Just 
Come  in)  for  his  assistance  But  as  yet  have  had  no  answer.  If 
the  Troops  att  Horse  Neck  Should  Conclude  to  act  with  our 
Small  (Jiiards  to  assist  nu-  in  Collectinji:  wheat  &  flour  from 
B<*Iow,  I  make  no  T>oul>t  that  I  Shall  Colle<t  att  Least  one  thou- 
sand Bushels  of  wlif'at.  in  Less  than  Three  days  which  Other- 
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wise  we  Shall  Loose.    I  am,  with  all  due  Respect,  your  Ex- 

cereys  Very  Obedt.  Serv't 

Samuel  Townsend,  A.  C.  P. 

His  ExceKcy,  George  Clinton. 


.  [No.  2415.] 

THE  VERMONT  DISPUTE. 

Governor    Clinton's    Frank    Admissions    to    John    Jaf/ — The 
Responsibility  of  Congress. 

Pokeepsie  23d  June  1770. 

Dear  Sir,  Since  T  had  the  Pleasure  of  writing  to  you  last,  I 
have  been  favored  with  your  Letters  of  the  22d  May  &  3d  June 
wh'ch  I  should  have  answered  before,  had  the  attention  which  I 
was  oblidged  to  pay  to  the  Military  Duties  of  my  Office  on  the 
late  alarm  allowed  me  a  Moment's  Leisure.  On  this  Occasion  I 
have  the  Pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  Militia  particularly  of 
this  County  behaved  with  an  alacrity  &  Spirit  that  does  them 
great  Honor. 

It  will  render  me  particularly  happy  if  the  Measures  adopted 
by  Congress  for  settling  the  Disputes  in  the  Northeastern  Parts 
of  this  State  sho'd  terminate  agreable  to  jour  Expectations,  tho* 
I  must  confess  the  greatest  Hopes  I  entertain  of  their  Success. 
arise  from  the  unanimity  of  our  Delegates  on  whoso  Judgnft  & 
abilities  I  place  the  highest  Confidence.  The  repeated  applica- 
tions that  have  been  made  by  the  State  to  Congress  on  this  Sub- 
ject, &  the  arts  used  by  some  Members  who  we  have  ev  y  Reasmi 
to  believe,  have  countenanced  &  encouraged  the  Kevolters  to  ]>v*^- 
vent  a  Decision,  induce  me  still  to  distrust  their  Integrity.  It  is 
clearly  the  Interest  of  the  Revolters  to  procrastinate,  as  \vhil<' 
they  continue  to  exercise  the  Powers  of  Govern't  they  are  gaiirg 
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Strength  &  Stability  at  our  Expence,  and  I  am  lead  to  fear  that 
if  a  Genl.  Peace  sh'd  take  Place,  by  w'ch  the  Importance  of  this 
State  as  it  respects  the  common  Safety  wou'd  in  some  Degree  be 
lessened,  we  shall  after  we  are  worn  out  by  our  Efforts  ag't  the 
Common  Enemy,  be  left  at  last  to  reduce  these  People  by  our  own 
Efforts  and  perhaps  at  a  Time  too  when  some  of  our  Xeighbon 
will  more  readilly  venture  [to]  avow  their  Cause  &  openly  step 
forth  to  their  assistance.  I  wish  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  Candor 
forbids  withholding  my  private  Sentiments  from  you.  Dr.  With- 
erspoon  &  Colo.  Atlee  waited  upon  me  on  their  way  to  the  Grants. 
I  delivered  them  such  Papers  as  they  thought  might  be  service- 
able but  not  being  instructed  by  the  Legislature  on  this  Subject 
I  conceived  it  improper  in  me  further  to  interfere.  Colo.  Atlee 
with  whom  I  had  the  greatest  of  conversing,  appeared  to  be  par- 
ticularly communicative  &  candid  &  afforded  me  an  Opportunity 
of  giving  him  the  fullest  Information  respect'g  the  nature  [of 
the]  Controversy  &  of  the  Temper  &  Conduct  of  the  Revolters 
I  judged  necessary.  I  trust  both  these  Gentlemen  will  acknowlege 
they  were  treated  wuth  every  proper  Mark  of  Civility  &  Respect. 
Mr.  Session,  of  Cumberland  County,  lately  elected  a  Member  of 
our  Asse^ibly  who  was  one  of  the  Persons  taken  by  Allen's  Party, 
was  with  me  when  Doctor  Witherspoon  &  Colo.  Atlee  arived,  ft 
by  my  advice  accompanied  them  on  their  Journey  to  the  Grants. 
He  is  a  discreet  sensible  Man  well  acquainted  with  the  People 
in  that  Quarter  of  the  Country.  He  was  formerly  a  Member  of 
•our  Convention  &  is  well  known  to  Mr.  Duane. 

The  Imprisonnrt  of  our  Officers  by  Allen  &  his  Party  at  the  very 
Point  of  Time  when  the  Enemy  were  expected  up  the  River,  and 
Devastation  threatened  us  from  the  westward,  carries  with  it 
'"^'vnething  like  the  appearance  of  a  concerted  Plan,  and  excites 
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-saspicions  unfavorable  to  the  Parties  concerned,  which  I  wo'd 
fain  hope,  however,  are  groundless. 

I  am  informed  that  Ethan  Allen  &  a  certain  Doct'r  Fay, 
lately  passed  thro'  this  State  on  their  way  to  Philadelphia; 
consider'g  their  recent  insolent  Conduct,  you  will  readily  believe 
that  nothing  but  the  Respect  which  I  wish  to  discover  to  Con- 
gress, and  a  De»ire  to  avoid  anything  that  might  tend  to  inter- 
rupt the  measures  now  pursuing  by  them,  could  prevent  my 

hav'g  them  properly  secured. 

[Q.C.]    . 
[To  John  Jay.] 


[No.  6424.]  • 

General   Greeners   Account   of    the  Affair   ai    Charleston^    South 

Carolina. 

Smiths  Clove  June  24th  1779. 

Sir,  There  is  a  man  now  at  my  Tent  whose  name  is  Spencer 
^th  whom  I  am  well  acquainted.  He  has  just  returned  from 
Ch's  Town  in  South  Carolina,  and  is  on  his  way  to  Rhode  Island 
from  whence  he  sailed  in  a  Brig  of  my  Brother's  some  time 
since  for  Ch's  Town,  after  a  load  of  Rice  on  the  public's  account 
and  was  taken  by  one  of  Goodriches  fleet  and  landed  near  that 
city. 

He  says  he  was  in  the  action  that  happened  on  the  11th  & 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  person  1  verily  believe  it  is  true. 
He  was  Mate  of  the  Vessel  &  is  a  person  to  be  confided  in. 

His  acco't  is  as  follows: — Genl.  Pulaski  arrived  there  the  7th; 
on  the  8th  he  went  out  &  surprised  the  advancd  party  of  the 
•enemy  that  lay  at  the  quarter  House,  about  six  miles  from  the 
-city,  &  took  one  hundred  &  eighty  four  prisoners,  four  of  which 
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were  iDdians.  On  the  11th  the  enemy  made  an  attack  upon  the 
town,  about  six  o'clock  in  the  evening;  the  atteck  was  very 
severe  &  lasted  three  hours,  when  they  were  repulsed,  leaving 
six  hundred  &  fifty  three  upon  the  ground.  They  retreated 
back  to  the  quarter  house,  where  they  remained  when  he  came 
away.  The  town  is  fortifyed  with  two  lines  that  runs  across 
from  Ashleys  to  Coopers  river,  Our  troops  were  posted  in  these 
two  lines.  GovV  Rutlige,  Genl.  Williamson  &  Genl.  Moultrie 
were  in  the  town.  The  Sailors  belonging  to  the  shipping  wert* 
posted  in  the  Batteries,  Mr.  Spencer  who  gave  this  acco't,  among 
others.  The  Inhabitants  who  were  capable  to  bear  arms  were 
all  ordered  within  the  lines,  and  it  was  thought  the  soldiers,  sail- 
ors &  citizens  amounted  to  seven  thousand.  Our  Rowe  GaUies  & 
other  Vessels  of  force  were  drawn  up  in  each  river  upon  the 
flanks  of  the  works  to  scour  the  trenches. 

The  enemy  during  the  attack  attempted  to  land  1500  men 
within  the  town  in  Ashley  river;  they  went  in  between  the  ship- 
ping &  the  iutrenchments.    Our  people  discovered  them  as  tht-y 
attempted  to  land  &  gave  them  a  repulse.    They  had  passed  the 
shipping  undiscovered  but  the  fire  within  the  line  discoverttl 
the  manoeuvre  to  the  fleet  from  which  they  kept  up  such  a  hot 
fire  that  they  could  not  return  and  were  obliged  to  retreat  to 
Johns  Island  &  from  thence  to  James'  Island.     The  fortifira- 
tions  of  that  Island  being  blown  up  &  evacuated  by  our  i>eople 
at  the  same  instant  of  time.     Here  they  remained  when  Mr. 
Spencer  came  away,  being  unable  to  join  the  main  body  & 
obliged  to  retreat  (If  they  can  niake  any)  by  the  way  of  Buford 
or  Portroyal,  The  town  was  in  high  spirits  &  wishinl 
Mr.  Spencer  left  the  town  the  13th  &  found 
h  people  going  in.    There  was  no  certain  in- 
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gence  where  Oenl.  Lincoln  was  that  was  known  to  the  com- 
1  people  when  he  came  away;  some  said  that  he  was  within 
^  days  march  of  the  town,  others  that  he  was  in  Georgia. 

Enemy  had  no  fleet  in  the  Bay.  Our  people  had  high  ex- 
:atioii8  of  making  the  whole  of  the  enemy  prisoners.    We 

bat  two  men  in  the  action.  A  major  was  killed  afterward 
ccident  by  one  of  our  own  Sentinels.    I  am  &c, 

Nat'l  Greene. 

3 

.  B.  The  common  people  were  not  allowed  to  go  without 
lines,  hot  the  report  concerning  the  enemy  that  were  left 
ind,  was  from  OflScers  that  had  counted  them.  The  reason 
there  has  been  no  official  accounts  it  is  supposed  the  ex- 
fses  have  been  killed  on  the  road,  as  numbers  of  people  have 
1  killed  in  No.  Carolina  lately. 
!r.  Si)encer  has  sworn  to  this  acco't. 
^Cnpv) 


[No.  2416.] 
'  Confjres8ion<il    Committee  Appeals   to   the   Patriotism   of   the 
Rebellious  Termonters, 

Benuington  June  23d  1779. 
ientlemen,  The  Suscribers  are  here  at  present  as  Members 
a  Committee  of  Congress  sent  for  tlie  express  Purpose  of  en- 
i^ouring  to  bring  about  an  amicable  Settlement  of  the  Differ- 
f<  between  tbe  State  of  New  York  and  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
^^  Elainpshire  Grants  who  have  form'd  themselves  into  a  State 
i^d  hy  them  the  State  of  Vermont.  We  have  understood  that 
iiV  others  of  the  State  of  New  York  have  declined  taking  your 
a  of  Militia  Duty  for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers  because 

'  Ref|uisition  was  made  uuder  the  authoritv  of  the  State  of 
7 
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Vermont,  and  that  you  have  met  with  some  trouble  on  this  ac- 
count. We  have,  therefore,  sent  this  to  inform  you,  that  we  hope 
there  will  be  by  Interposition  of  Congress  a  happy  accommoda- 
tion of  all  Diflferences  in  a  short  time;  in  the  meanwhile  we  have 
obtained  a  Promise  from  Gov'r  Chittenden  that  you  shall  not  be 
molested  till  matters  are  finally  settled,  and  we  have  engaged  to 
write  to  you  voluntarily  and  freely  to  raise  your  full  Proportion 
of  Men  whenever  your  Neighbours  are  called,  and  you  are  in- 
formed of  this,  either  by  continental  officers  or  the  new  State, 
till  such  time  as  you  have  special  Directions  from  the  Governor 
of  New  York,  which  wc  hope  to  obtain  for  you  on  our  reaum 
home.  This  we  are  confident,  you  will  readily  comply  with,  aa 
otherwise  Pei>i»le  will  be  temptcMi  to  impute  your  Conduct  to 
Disiiffection  to  the  Cause  of  the  United  States.  We  hope  that 
you  will  understand  that  the  Protection  and  Forbearance  which 
is  promised  us  on  your  behalf  is  to  l>e  considered,  as  on  the  Con- 
dition of  your  cordially  conii»lyinj:  with  our  Request,  and  in  every 
ResjKHt  behaving  quietly  and  orderly  while  the  Measures  for 
Parifiration  are  on  ftnit.     We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  friends  &  Hbl. 

Serv'is 

Jno.  Witherspoon, 

Saml.  J.  Atlee. 
Siimi.  Minott  Es^ir.  &  others. 

•  Sm>erscribed» 

Samuel  Minott  Ks^jr.  and  others  the  Subjects  of  the  State  rf 

New  York  on  the  New  Hamivshire  Grants, 

Brattlel>oro'  5th  July  1779. 

1  ♦  ertif\  the  within  :o  b«-  a  true  i'opy  of  a  I^etter  sent  by  thB 

Suhs.  ribers  tluTtn»t  to  S;iniuel  MinoTi  Es<]r.  ,V  others. 

Micah  Townsend.* 
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[No.  2417.] 

The  New  York  Legislature  Xot  to  Convene  Before  August. 

Pokeepsie  23d  June  1779. 

Gentlemen,     I  have  been  favored  with  your  liCtter  of  the  16th 

with  the  late  Resolutions  relative  to  the  revolt  in  this  State  and 

the  outrages  committed  on  its  Citizens.     In  Consequence  of  these 

and   the    sanguine   Expectations  you   entertain    of   the   happy 

Effet^ts  which  may  result  from  the  Measures  taken  by  Congress 

on  that  j'^ubject  I  mean  to  defer  convening  the  Tx^gislaiture  till  the 

6e$rinning  of  August  by  wVh  Time  the  Committee  may  be  able 

to  make   their  report.     In  the  Interim,  I  shall  content  myself 

barely    with    making    such    arrangements    for    supporting    the 

tnthority  of  the  S-tate  &  giving  Protection  to  its  Subjects  as  (in 

^ase  any  new  Outrages  shoud  be  committed  on  them)  the  Duties 

«f  my  Offire  may  render  indispensibly  necessary. 

1  hav<-  the  ITunor  to  be  &c. 

[G.C.] 
,T«»  N»*\v  York  Deh'gates  in  C(»ngress.] 


[No.  241S.] 

Th*  Vnmont  Di^ipute,  the  Enemy  Alontj  the  Ilu^Json,  the  Legisl<iture 
and  Domestie  Affairs — George  Clinton  to  James  Duune. 

Pokeepsie,  2:^d  June  1779 
bnar  Sir,  I  am  favored  with  your  I^^tters  of  the  2d*  12thf  & 
14:  Inst.  The  late  Movements  of  the  Em^ny  into  th(»  more  in- 
tTif^r  Parts  of  this  State  &  the  Exertions  that  were  necessarv 
tftd^'fMflt  their  Intentions  h:ive  till  the  present  left  me  without 
«M«>uient's  Leisure  to  answer  them. 


•5^  foond. 
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As  I  have  written  pretty  fully  to  Mr.  Jay  respect'g  the  Ver- 
mont Business,  I  think  it  needless  to  trouble  you  with  a  Repe- 
tition of  w't  I  have  s*d  on  that  Subject.  I  wo'd  only  add  from 
the  Information  I  have  rec'd  a  majority  of  the  common  People 
of  the  adjacent  States  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Grants  entertain 
sentiments  not  so  favorable  to  the  Revolters  as  has  been  repre- 
sented. 

The  Situation  we  are  at  present  in,  affords  us  little  Time  for 
speculating,  nor  is  it  easy  in  our  present  confused  State,  exposed 
to  hourly  alarms,  to  collect  the  Sentiments  of  the  People  on  any 
Subject.     I  am,  therefore,  entirely  ignorant  what   Effect  the 
address  of  Congress  has  had  on  their  Minds  with  Respect  to  the  : 
Paper  Currency.    I  can  only  say  that  it  continues  to  depreciate,  ■ 
which  I  ionclude  it  wo'd,  not  if  the  address  had  produced  a  Con-  ] 
viction  that  it  will  be  ultima telv  secured.    As  I  mentioned  in  my-. 

last,  I  still  believe  that  there  is  a  Majority  of  the  more  sensible  J 

j 

I^rt  of  the  Community  advocates  for  deep  &  repeated  TaxatioOi  v 
considering  it  as  the  moet  effectual  Measure  for  prevent'g  a  total 
lx>«5  of  public  Credit. 

I  pn>vH\se  ct>nvoning  thv  Iwegislature  on  the  Ist  August  next». 
whon  I  hoiH*  it  will  bo  in  my  Povror  to  make  a  happy  use  of  the . 
Hints  which  you  have  been  so  kind  as  to  communicate,  witk  . 
Rt^lHvt  to  the  Sottlcmont  of  our  Frontiers,  and  the  advantage*- 
to  Iv  dorivtHi  fn>m  the  Success  already  experienced  and  haw 
Roa>*^n  to  oxi>tvT  from  our  future  Operations  to  the  Westwaii^ 
You  :v.;^>  bo  assuri  d.  Sir.  that  1  will  ombnico  the  earliest  Oppoi^ 
:ur.  :>  .f  rt  rn  ^t  r.'/j:  :v^  :\\i  \xii:^\A\\\T\'  your  olose  &  stea43 
,^::r  VI  .:  :v  :;  .  'i»  .  >  vt  v  ;::  .r^.i.  vV  1  vannot  doubt  but  thcQ 
^       ^•.-  ..  .*,.:.    K:   .'.:    ::  »iVi  :ho  Fatigues  of  pubS* 

U   -      vv  A  .  ^  :       *  \   .      « •:  >  :::;riiTy  of  vissiting  j 
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Familly  &  of  paying  some  attention  to  your  Health  &  private 

Bnsiness.    The  Enemy  still  continue  in  Force  at  Verplank's  & 

Stoney    Point    where   they    are    throwing    up    Works.     Those 

Orounds  you  know,  are  naturally  strong  &  as  long  as  they  con- 

tinue  [to]  occupy  them,  they  will  greatly  distress  the  Counitry. 

I  am,  D^r  Sir,  with  &c. 

Geo:  Clinton. 
The  hon'ble  James  Duane,  Esqr. 

(Privy.) 


[No.  2419.] 
The  Legislature  to  Meet  After  the  Harvest  is  Gathered. 

Pokeepsie  23  June  1779. 
Dear  Sir,  I  was  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  30th  Ulto.  in 
Camp  where  I  had  not  Leisure  to  answer  it.  The  Legislature  will 
convene  about  the  1st  August  next  immediately  after  the  gather- 
ing in  of  the  Harvest,  when  I  shall  endeavor  to  have  the  Rotine  of 
Duty  to  be  observed  by  our  Delegates  in  future  fixed.  I  submit 
it  to  you,  therefore,  whether  your  Health  admitting,  it  will  not 
be  best  to  continue  your  attendance  in  Congress  until  that  Time, 
especially  if  your  absence  would  deprive  usof  a  full  Representation. 
Like  all  other  Men  in  public  Life,  you  have  doubtless  your  polit- 
ical Enemies  who  may  have  dropped  Hints  to  your  Disadvantage. 
Enmity  like  this,  is  an  Evidence  of  your  abilities,  nor  does  it  mark 
the  want  of  Integrity  and  I  have  Reason  to  believe  will  be  at 
tended  with  no  Consequences  to  your  Prejudice  in  the  Minds  of 
your  Constituents.  Your  Friends  will  not  readiliy  believe  any 
Thing  to  your  Disadvantage.     I  am,  D'r  Sir,  with  great  Regard, 

Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.C.] 
[To  Gouverneur  Morris.] 
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[No.  2420.] 
The  Governor  Acknoicledges  Communications  from  John  Jay. 

Pokeepsie  23d  June  1779. 
Sir,  I  had  the  Honor  of  receivinpj  your  Letter  of  the  16"*  incloii- 
ing  two  acts  of  Congress  of  the  14th  &  15th  Inst,  on  the  2l8t  Cut- 
rent.  The  Packet  accompanying  it,  under  Direction  to  the 
Hon'ble  Dr.  Witherspoon  &  others,  a  Committee  of  Congress,  wa» 
immediately  forwarded  to  them  by  Express,  Dr.  Witherspoon  & 
Colo.  Atlee  hav'g  left  this  Place  the  Friday  preceding  on  their 
Journey  to  the  New  Hampshire  Grants.  I  have  the  Honor 
to  be  &c.  [(i.  C] 

[To  John  Jay.] 


[No.  2421.] 

Judge  Wynkoop  Writes  of  Flour  Purchased  for  the  Commissar) 

Department, 

Kingston,  the  24  June  1779. 

Dear  Sir,   The  Quantety  of  Flour  you  ordered  me  to  Purcbaie 

for  the  State  is  Compleat  and  abought  100  Barrells  over  to  be 

Delivered  to  the   Commeeery.      I    Should   be   Glead   to   knon 

wether  Mr.  Sends  is  at  Home.    For  I  want  the  Remainder  of  mi 

account  audited;    the  Commisseary  Desired  me  to  Rite  to  hfc 

Excellency  to  know  wether  he  might  have  any  of  the  flour  pni 

chased  for  the  State,  as  upon  application  to  me  I  had  told  hia 

that  I  had  not  any  other  orders  then  to  Purchase  and  Store. 

Should  have  Come  over  but  the  attendence  of  the  Court  Prevent 

uu\     Please  to  <Jive  my  Complements  to  aunt,  Mrs.  Clinton  aft 

Children.     I  juii  your  KxrolltMiry's  Very  Humble  Servent 

D:  Wynkoop,  Jnn. 

'o  <;.  ('.] 
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[Nos.  2422,  2423,  2424.] 

MONEY  WANTED  IMMEDIATELY. 

General  Greene  Requests  Chvemor  Clinton  to  Make  a  Loan  of  One 
Hundred  Thousand  Dollars — The  Oovemor  DedKnes. 

Camp  in  the  Clove,  June  28tli  1779. 

Sir,  Col.  Hay  is  in  immediate  want  of  about  100,000  dollars.  If 
Tour  Excellency  could  favor  him  (with  propriety)  with  the  loan 
of  this  sum  for  a  couple  of  Weeks,  it  would  benefit  the  public 
service,  and  greatly  oblige  the  Department. 

I  have  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  replace  the  money,  in  the 
Treasury,  in  two  weeks;  and  your  Excellency  may  depend  upon 
its  being  punctually  done,  as  soon  as  its  in  my  power.  A  con- 
siderable part  of  the  money  is  wanted  for  the  preparations  for 
the  Indian  excursion.  Col.  Hay  will  wait  upon  your  Excellency 
to  receive  your  answer.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  re- 
spect your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  humble  ser't 

Nath.  Greene,  Q.  M.  G. 
His  Excellency,  Governor  Clinton. 


Governor  Clinton's  Reply. 

June  29th  1779. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  yesterday  and  find 
myself  particularly  unhappy  in  not  being  able  to  comply  with 
your  Request.  I  have  no  authority  to  draw  money  from  the  Treas- 
ury and  whatever  weight  my  advice  might  have  with  the  Treas- 
urer on  ordinary  occasions  I  cannot  with  any  Propriety  make  the 
Draft  you  require,  as  I  know  a  Compliance  with  it  wo'd  be  con- 
trary to  the  Tenor  of  his  Oath.  If  my  Credit  or  private  Property 
(tho  at  present  I  have  by  me  but  an  inconsiderable  sura  when 
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compared  to  your  Wants)  can  be  of  any  use  for  the  public  Servic 

vou  may  freely  command  them.    I  am  &c. 

[G.C.] 
[To  Gen.  Nathanael  Greene.] 


Colonel  Udny  Hay  Appeals  to  Govbbsob  Clinton. 

Fish  Kill  28th  June  1779. 
Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  enclosed;  with 
out  your  complyance  with  its  contents  I  cannot  see  how  the  in 
tended  expedition  can  be  fitted  out  in  proper  time.  I  make  nc 
doubt  of  being  able  to  repay  the  sum  you  are  pleased  to  lend  (foi 
which  Capt.  Harrison's  receipt  will  be  a  sufficient  voucher)  if 
thnv  weeks  at  furthest.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  w'h  due  rebpec 
Your  Exiellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  Ser't 

Udny  Hay. 
Oovernour  Clinton. 


The  CIovernor's  Reply. 

[June  29,  1779.] 

IVr  Sir,  1  indost*  you  a  l^etter  to  Genl.  Greene  in  answer  to  hi 
on  tho  saiur  SubjtH-t  with  yours  of  yesterday,  which  you  wE 
plesise  to  MNjid,  &  st»al  ^V  forward  by  Express. 

Even  if  1  had  authority  to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury, 

do  not  imapQo  there  is  now  in  it.  in  ounent  Money,  near  the  siu 

nientiontHl  b\  Gt-nl.  Gixvnr  in  his  Letter  to  me,  the  greatest  Pai 

of  it  cwnsistini:  of  i\\v  rnnn^nls  oi  the  ia:e  Tax.  which  is  chiefl 

erf  the  Kmi;i^ou>  rallttl  out  of  kak  u-aiii»n. 

[G.C] 
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[No.  2428.] 

THE  VERMONT  COMPLICATION. 

Mioah  Townamd  of  the  Opinion  That  Further  Delay  Will  Bm^  tte 

New  8t(Ue. 

Brattlebopough  July  5th  1771). 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  As  it  is  improbable  that  Doct. 
Witherspoon  &  Colo.  Atlee  will  acquaint  you  with  some  of  their 
Proceedings  upon  the  Grants,  I  set  down  (inter  alia)  to  inform 
you  of  such  as  have  come  to  my  Knowledge.  The  first  Step  of 
any  Consequence  was  to  bring  about  a  temporary  Conciliation 
of  Parties;  which  I  conclude  occasioned  the  extraordinary  Let- 
ter directed  to  "  Samuel  Minott  Esqr.  &  others  the  Subjects  of 
the  State  of  New  York  upon  the  New  Hampshire  Grants."* 
This  Letter  Mr.  Session  brought  over  with  him  &  it  fortunately 
happened  that  there  was  a  raising  in  Brattleboro'  at  which  a 
Number  of  People  were  collected,  the  afternoon  he  arrived. 

As  Submission  (at  least  in  some  sort)  to  Vermont  appeared 
to  be  the  Groundwork  of  the  Conciliation,  it  was  thought  that 
we  could  not  comply  with  their  Recommendation;  and  Mr.  Si-s- 
sion  was  prevailed  on  to  return  immediately,  with  another  Gen- 
tleman, to  detain  Messrs.  Witherspoon  &  Atlee  until  the  Com'e: 
of  Cumberland  could  assemble  and  send  some  Persons  to  wiut 
upon  them  with  an  answer  to  their  Letter;  or  if  that  could  not 
be  done  to  give  them  the  reasons  why  ye  Subjects  of  New  York 
could  not  comply  with  their  Recommendation.     Mr.  Session  car 
ried  Evidence  with  him  of  Vermont  oflicers  taking  several  Cattle 
which  he  did  not  before*  know  of.     This  produced  the  Ivetter  to 
<iov*r  Cliittenden  la  Copy  of  which  I  inclose). 

•See  page  97. 
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reason  to  think,  indeed,  the  Vermont  Party  boacrta  of  it,  that  th 
afterwards  privately  counselled  Mr.  Chittenden. 

It  is  extraordinary  that  the  Connecticut  Gentlemen  exca« 
their  Tardiness  in  coming  by  saying  that  the  Legislature  w; 
sitting  in  Hartford,  &  that  Business  with  them  had  kept  the 
60  long  behind;  whereas  the  News  Paper  informs  us  that  tl 
Legislature  adjourned  the  18th  &  they  arrived  at  Bennington 
the  afternoon  of  the  26th  June. 

I  should  not  have  troubled  your  Excellency  at  present  with 
Letter  by  the  Post,  but  to  acquaint  you  that  the  New  Stat 
Men  are  numbering  their  Party:  and  as  they  do  it  by  going  abo 
to  Individuals,^  doubtless  inveigling  them,  many  unfair  Practic 
will  probably  be  used  to  make  their  Party  appear  larger  than 
is.  They  are  also  getting  Subscriptions  to  some  Paper  the  C( 
tents  of  which  I  can  not  yet  certainly  learn.  Every  time  th( 
Proceedings  require  Trouble  &  Expence  to  counteract  them, 
am  out  of  Temper  at  the  Parsimony  of  our  Legislature  in  tl 
Controversy.  In  October  last  I  had  Instructions  to  apply  to  t 
Legislature  for  a  Sum  of  Money  to  be  lodged  in  the  Hands  of  t 
Com'e  to  answer  Contingencies.  I  was  told  by  some  le.idi 
Members  of  ye  Assembly  that  they  were  not  then  in  a  gen^To 
Humor  &  advised  not  to  apply  in  that  Session  for  an  account 
curred  by  sending  down  for  the  Commissions,  or  for  Pay  for  i 
own  time;  &  consequently  that  application  for  Money  for  f 
Com'e  would  be  unreasonable.  If  they  had  now  a  Sum  of  Mon 
in  their  Hands,  it  would  i)erhaps  answer  a  very  valuable  Purpii 
for  them  to  collect  the  Numbers  of  those  who  are  opposed  to  V« 
mont  in  Cumberland  &  Gloucester  Counties.  If  you,  Sir,  thi 
it  necessary  I  doubt  not  yon  will  speedily  take  Measures  for  doi 
it  throughout  the  Grants. 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  Ill 

Your  Excellency  has  doubtless  before  this  had  much  said  to 
jron  by  Messrs.  Atlee  &  Witherspoon  about  the  Propriety  of  our 
assisting  to  guard  the  Frontiers  at  Rutland.  I  would  beg  leave 
to  mention  that  the  New  York  Whiggs  here  are  willing  to  do 
their  Part  towards  maintaining  the  War  according  to  their  Abil- 
ity; but  why  should  they  guard  Rutland  in  particular?  It  is  not 
onr  Frontier,  the  Enemy  will  not  come  that  way  to  attack  us, 
nor  is  it  a  Frontier  or  Security  to  any  Place  which  is  not  in 
Rebellion  to  the  State  of  New  York.  Besides,  if  we  send  Men 
there,  is  it  not  highly  probable,  if  you  should  march  a  Force  upon 
the  Grants  for  our  Protection,  that  by  being  under  Vermont  offi- 
cers, (which  it  is  ten  to  one  but  they  are)  they  will  be  compelled 
to  fight  in  Support  of  this  unreasonable  Rebellion,  even  against 
the  very  Men  who  isend  them  into  Service? 

New  York  I  think  has  it  now  in  its  Power  to  compel  Congress 
to  do  the  State  Justice  in  the  Vermont  Business.  But,  if  the 
Legislature  suffer  the  Oppertunity  to  pass  unimproved,  Vermont 
will  in  all  probability  succeed  &  be  an  eternal  &  inveterate  Foe 
to  the  remainder  of  tlu*  State*;  whereas,  Spirit  properly  exerted 
at  this  time,  will  almost  infallibly  get  a  final  Decision  of  Congress 
in  favor  of  the  Rights  of  New  York.  A  temporary  Settlement 
will  establish  Vermont. 

The  next  I  expect  will  be  a  critical  Session  of  our  I^egislature 
respecting  this  Business.  I  most  ardently  wish  to  be  present, 
but  have  not  yet  determined  whether  to  go  the  beginning  of 
August,  to  which  time  1  liav<*  heard  a  Report  that  the  Legislature 
is  prorogued,  as  it  is  uncertain  to  us  who  live  at  su<h  a  Distance 
from  the  Seat  of  Government,  whether  our  long  Journey  will  not 
be  a  fruitless  one  should  we  set  out  upon  a  bare  rei)ort.  Mr. 
Session  expects  that  your  Excellency  will  be  kind  enough  to  send 
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US  word  when  the  Legislature  Is  to  meet,  ait  least  this  time,  as  the 
Day  has  been  altered  since  he  conversed  with  you  upon  the  Suh 
ject. 

*  *  *  I  must  have  more  Patriotism  than  falls  to  the  Share 
of  one  Man  since  the  War  has  wrought  so  general  a  Change  oJ 
manners,  to  induce  me  to  attend  matters  of  public  Concern  while 
I  have  so  reasonable  Excuse  for  being  at  home.  I  have  not  yel 
exactly  ascertained  the  Quantity  I  have  left,  not  whether  it  wil! 
be  sufficient  to  carry  me  to  Kingston  at  such  a  time.  But  bepi 
to  think  whether  it  is  not  as  unprofitable  as  it  is  an  unfashionable 
Commodity.  Sure  I  am  from  past  Experience  that  it  would  b( 
more  for  my  Interest,  as  well  as  Ease,  not  to  intermeddle  in  pub 
lie  Concerns,  as  I  have  hitherto  acted  from  Motives  purely  dis 
interested,  «&  have  only  had  a  Consciousness  of  that  for  my  Re 
ward:  while  many  others  whose  only  Care  was  their  private 
Fortunes  have  succ€K*ded  to  their  utmost  Wish. 

But  when  I  call  to  mind  your  Excellency,  the  Chief  Justice.  iS 
several  other  shining  Characters  in  the  State,  I  am  ashamed  t( 
have  even  in  thought  put  private  Interest  in  Competition  witl 
the  Public.     I  am  your  Exc'ys  most  obd't  Hum.  Serv't 

Micah  Townsend. 

P.  S.     Since  writing  the  foregoing  have  learned  that  the  Ne^ 

State  Officers  have  returned  some  Cattle  they  had  taken  from  ou 

People  in  Putney  &  not  sold.     Perhaps  this  may  be  in  Cons< 

quence  of  Dr.  Witherspoon's  Letter. 

His  Exc'y  Governor  Clinton. 

Albany  28th  June  1779. 

Sir,  We  have  received  your  Letter  by  Mr.  Sessions,  and  an 
exceedingly  concerned  at  this  last  Disturbance  that  has  hap 
I)ened  as  it  may  be  a  means  of  defeating  all  our  Endeavours  (o 
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promoting  Peace.  We  are  not  willing  however  to  consider  it  as 
a  Breach  of  the  agreement  you  made  with  us,  because  it  is  prob- 
able it  was  not  known  or  distinctly  understood,  but  were  sur- 
prieed  to  find  that  though  Sessions  was  to  have  carried  a  CJopy  of 
both  Letters  yet  he  had  only  ours  &  not  yours.  We  shall,  there- 
fore, only  signify  that  in  our  opinion,  the  agreement  will  be 
wholly  frustrated  unless  you  not  only  put  a  Stop  to  any  further 
Proceedings  of  this  kind,  but  cause  Restitution  to  be  made  to  the 
People  whose  Cattle  have  been  seized  in  this  last  Instance.  You 
must  be  sensible  that  unless  this  is  done,  it  would  be  absurd  to 
desire  them  to  send  those  Levies  for  the  Want  of  which  they  have 
been  fined  &  are  supposed  in  fine  to  have  made  Compensation. 
We  trust  you  will  manage  this  matter  with  all  possible  Prudence 
&  may  expect  to  hear  from  us  again  after  we  have  seen  Governor 
Clinton.     We  are.  Sir,  your  most  obed't  Humble  Serv'ts 

Jno.  Witherspoon 
Saml.  J.  Atlee. 
P.  S.    What  surprises  us  most  is  that  these  Measures  were 
I'ursuing  whilst  Tucker  was  at  Bennington  when  we  understood 
all  further  Proceedings  were  to  be  suspended  until  his  Return. 
;To]  Gov'r  Chittenden. 

[Copy]  J 

Egbert  Benson's  Views  on  the  Vermont  Controversy. 

*Under  date  of  July  6th,  1779,  Egbert  Benson  wrote  to  Jay  on 
'lie  Vermont  Controversy : 

I>ear  Sir:  Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you  last  the 
Committee   [of  the  Continental  Congress]   have  returned  from 

Tbis  letter  from  Judge  Benson  is  of  interest,  not  only  as  referring  to  the  Vermont 
:octroversy,   but  as  throwing  light  on  the  current  expedients  for  raising  war  taxes, 
making  loans,  and  meeting  the  depreciation  of  the  currency.    It  is  to  be  read  In  con- 
cectlon  with  Jay's  letter  to  Governor  Clinton,  following. 
8 


114  Public  Papers  of  George  Clixtox. 

Vermont,  and  they  pas^d  thro'  this  place  when  I  happened  u 
fortunately  not  to  be  at  home.  Altho  I  have  not  had  an  oppc 
tunity  to  converse  with  them  yet  from  what  has  been  conunui 
cated  to  me  by  the  Governor  and  the  papers  which  I  have  see 
their  embassy  has  not  been  productive  of  the  good  I  both  wish^ 
and  expected.  I  am  certainly  exceedingly  disappointed  as 
what  I  supposed  was  the  principal  object  of  their  errand,  name! 
information;  for  I  imagined  these  gentlemen  would  have  take 
measures  for  discovering  the  general  sense  of  the  inhabitam 
instead  of  confining  themselves  to  a  short  epistolary  confe 
ence  with  Governor  Chittenden,  [of  Vermont]  proposing  que 
tions  many  of  them  foreign  to  the  subject  and  contenting  then 
selves  in  almost  every  instance  with  answers  either  unintelligibl 
or  evasive.  It  would  be  improper  to  charge  these  gentleme 
with  having  intentionaJly  acted  wrong,  and  while  I  disapprove  ( 
their  proceedings  I  would  not  mean  to  impeach  their  integrit; 
Notwithstanding  the  defective  Manner  in  which  they  have  coi 
ducted  the  business  they  have  at  least  clearly  established  thi 
fact,  that  Governor  Chittenden  himself  is  determined  at  all  event 
not  to  reunite  with  us,  for  we  may  undoubtedly  suppose  such  hi 
determination,  when  with  apparent  Sincerity  he  says  that  hi 
religious  rights  and  privilidges  would  be  in  danger  from  a  Unio 
with  a  Government,  by  the  fundamental  [law]  of  which  all  Relij 
ions  are  tolerated  and  all  Establishments  expressly  excluded, 
am  confident  these  sentiments  do  not  generally  prevail  amou 
the  inhabitants  on  the  Grants.  I  have  conversed  with  seven 
of  them;  tho,  being  ignorant  of  the  true  Nature  of  the  contr 
versy.  blindly  attached  to  the  New  State,  yet  they  all  seem  di 
posed  to  acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  Congress.  The  Governor 
believe  spoke  his  mind  very  freely  to  the  Committee  especial 
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with  respect  to  their  letter  recommending  to  several  towns  on 
the  Grants  as  it  were  a  temporary  Submission  to  the  new  State 
for  military  purposes.  He  utterly  refused  to  countenance  the 
measure  by  any  orders  to  the  Militia  in  that  quarter,  and  offered 
to  give  the  Committee  the  reasons  of  his  refusal  in  writing  but 
they  declined  accepting  them.  The  assertion  that  Genl.  J.  Clin- 
ton has  made  a  requisition  of  Men  from  Vermont  you  may  be 
assured  is  false.  The  Legislature  will  meet  early  in  the  next 
Month  when  we  shall  be  at  our  ne  plus  relative  to  this  business 
unless  something  decisive  is  speedily  done  by  Congress. 

The  People  are  much  pleased  that  you  have  at  last  published 
your  journals,  tho'  some  of  the  proceedings  are  exceedingly  repre- 
hended, particularly  the  loan  of  2,000,000  to  Pennsylvania.  We 
cannot  comprehend  the  propriety  of  lending  an  enormous  Sum  to 
a  trading  State,  their  Govt*rnment  established  and  in  full  posses- 
sion of  all  their  territory.  Advancing  monies  indefinitely  to  dele- 
gates without  an  application  from  their  resjioctive  states  is  an- 
other proceeding  for  whi<  li  Congress  is  censured.  From  what  I 
can  learn  I  think  it  more  than  probable  you  will  be  instructed 
as  to  both  thi^e  matters.  We  have  an  idea  that  the  politics  of 
Pennsylvania  have  crept  into  Congress  and  that  most  of  your  pro- 
ceedings are  poisoned  by  their  party  disputes  about  their  govern- 
ment and  that  Congress  ought  to  remove  from  that  State.  IIovj- 
just  this  surmise*  is  I  will  not  chMerinine,  hut  it  seems  to  be  so 
much  the  opinion  of  many  here  that  I  slnnild  not  b(»  sui-priscd  if 
the  Legislature  were  also  to  send  instrnrtion  upon  this  subjiH't. 

A  regulating  scheme  lias  not  been  attempted  anywhere  in  the 
>>tate  except  at  Albany,  and  how  it  succeeds  there  I  do  not  ((m- 
tainly  know  but  can  easily  conjecture.  It  is  amazing  that  ])eople 
should  still  pursue  a  system  so  evidently  futile  and  absurd.     I 
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From  Philadelphia,  August  27,  1779,  John  Jay  wrote  to  Gov- 
ernor Clinton: 

If  !New  York  and  New  Hampshire,  by  acts  of  their  respective 
Legislatures,  will  authorize  Congress  to  settle  the  line  between 
them,  and  if  New  York  will  further,  by  act  of  their  Legislature, 
empower  Congress  to  adjust  the  disputes  with  the  people  of 
the  Grants  on  equitable  and  liberal  principles,  I  am  well  per- 
suaded it  will  conduce  to  the  interest  and  happiness  of  the 
State.  The  apprehension  of  interfering  with  your  police,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  apparent  equity  as  well  as  policy  of  hearing 
the  revolters  before  a  decision  against  them,  on  the  other,  are 
obstacles  which  at  present  embarrass  Congress. 

Mr.  Duane  was  of  opinion  before  he  left  us  that  we  should 
forbear  further  proceedings  on  the  subject  in  Congress  till  the 
sense  of  our  Legislature  should  be  known.  I  hope  it  will  be 
one  of  their  first  objects,  and  that  they  will  not  be  too  nice 
and  critical  in  their  reservations  and  restrictions.  The  jurisdic- 
tion is  the  great  point;  it  is  of  no  great  consequence  to  the 
State,  who  possess  and  cultivate  the  soil,  especially  as  wo  have 
vacant  lands  enough  to  do  justice  to  individuals  who  may  suffer 
by  a  decision  against  them. 

There  are  many  other  matters  about  which  I  should  write  to 
you  were  it  necessary;  as  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Duane  will  be 
with  you,  you  will  obtain  more  particular  information  from  them 
than  from  my  letters. 

I  wish  the  Legislature  would  make  it  a  standing  rule  to  direct 
the  attendance  of  som(»  of  their  delegates  at  every  session  and 
enter  into  free  confenmce  with  them  on  the  great  affairs  of  the 
Continent.  Many  advantages,  not  necessary  to  enumerate, 
would  result  from  such  a  measure.     In  times  like  the  present 
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it  would  be  imprudent  to  trust  some  things  to  letters  which  at 
best  cannot  be  so  satisfactory  as  personal  interviews. 

Several  circumstances  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  lead 
me  to  suspect  that  pains  have  been  taken  to  injure  Mr.  Morris 
in  the  opinion  of  his  constituents.  Justice  to  him,  as  well  as 
regard  to  truth,  obliges  me  to  say  that  he  deserves  well  of  New 
York,  and  America  in  general.  It  has  been  the  uniform  policy 
of  some,  from  the  beginning  of  the  contest,  to  depreciate  every 
man  of  worth  and  abilities  who  refused  to  draw  in  their  harness. 
Pennsylvania  suffers  severely  from  it  at  this  day;  many  of  their 
former  faithful  servants  have  been  dismissed,  and  others  called 
to  office  who  rather  receive  importance  from,  than  give  weight 
to,  the  places  they  fill.  The  moment  any  State  ceases  to  be  ably 
as  well  as  honestly  represented  in  Congress  it  becomes  a  cypher, 
and  its  vote  will  no  longer  be  directed  by  the  interest  and  senti- 
ments of  the  State  and  T'nion,  but  by  the  art  and  management 
of  designing  and  plausible  politicians. 

I  think  it  my  duty  also,  upon  this  occasion,  to  assure  you 
that  Mr.  Duane's  industry  and  attention  to  business,  and  his 
invariable  attachment  to  the  welfare  of  those  who  sent  him. 
deserve  their  commendation.  ('oh)nei  Floyd's  conduct  while 
herf*  gained  him  much  respect:  he  moved  on  steady,  uniform 
jirinciples,  and  appeared  always  to  judge  for  himself,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  is  one  xiry  essential  (nullification  in  a  delegate,  and 
absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  his  being  a  mere  tool. 

1  liave  prevailed  upon  myself  to  mak<»  these  representations, 
lMM;nis(»  I  think  tlieni  just  and  iMM-ause  I  cannot  suppose  th»\v 
will  Im*  jisnilMMl  t(i  iuiinoper  motives  by  any — by  you  1  know 
tliey  will  not.  ropiilarity  is  not  among  the  number  of  my  ol» 
jirts;  a  scat  in  Congress  I  do  mn  d(»sire,  and  as  ambition  has  in 
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no  instance  drawn  me  into  public  life,  I  am  sure  it  will  never 
influence  me  to  continue  in  it.  Were  I  to  consult  my  interest 
I  should  settle  here  and  make  a  fortune;  were  I  guided  by  incli- 
nation I  should  now  be  attending  to  a  family  who,  independent 
of  other  misfortunes,  have  suffered  severely  in  the  present  con- 
test. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  your  delegation  here  do  not 
remain  long  in  its  present  situation.  Whatever  men  you  may 
think  proper  to  send,  let  me  again  and  again  press  you  to  send 
able  ones.  The  reputation  of  the  State  is  exceeding  high,  and  it 
woald  be  mortifying  to  see  it  diminish. 

Permit  me  also  to  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  adopting 
the  plan  by  which  Massachusetts  provides  for  the  maintenance 
of  their  delegates.  They  have  a  house,  and  keep  a  table  at  the 
expense  of  the  State,  besides  which  an  allowance  is  made  them 
for  the  maintenance  of  their  families,  who  ought  not  to  suffer 
by  the  loss  of  that  time  which  is  devoted  to  public  service.  Your 
delegates,  on  tLt»  contrary,  are  not  allowed  suflficient  to  main- 
tain, or  rather  to  subsist,  themselves.  I  have  heard  of  two  or 
three  gentlemen  proposed  in  your  State  for  delegates — the 
Chancellor,  General  Schuyler,  and  General  Scott.  There  is  an- 
other, of  whom  I  have  heard  no  mention,  Mr.  Hobart,  who,  if 
he  could  be  spared,  would,  I  think,  be  a  good  member;  during 
the  winter  he  might  remain  here  without  great  inconvenience 

to  you. 

John  Jav. 
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[No.  2429.] 

Massachusetts  Asks  for  Flour  That  Was  Seized  by  New  York. 

State  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 

CoQDcil  Chamber  Boston  July  6th  1779. 
Sir,  A  Letter  from  Mr.  William  Moore  directed  to  the  Board  of 
War  of  this  State  has  been  communicated  to  the  Council  inform- 
ing that  three  Teams  of  Flour,  which  he  had  purchased  by  Order 
of  the  Board  of  War  for  the  use  of  this  Government,  as  the  Board 
of  W'ar  inform  us  by  your  Permission,  had  been  seized  &  was  held 
for  Tryal  before  Justice  Stormes  of  the  Town  of  Hopewell  in 
Dutchess  County  in  your  State  on  the  Twelfth  inst.  I  am  directed 
by  the  Council  to  desire  your  Excellency's  Interposition  in  this 
affair  &  that  you  will  give  Orders  that  the  three  Teams  loaded 
with  Flour  before  mentioned  may  be  permitted  to  pass  on  to  this 
State,  as  we  stand  in  great  need  of  it  at  present,  provided  it  shall 
be  made  to  appear  by  Mr.  Moore  or  by  the  Board  of  War  of  this 
State  that  the  Flour  was  purchased  for  the  use  of  this  State  & 
within  the  Quantity  permitted.  In  the  Name  &  behalf  of  the 
Council  I  am.  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obed't  Hble.  Serv't 

Jer.  Powell,  Presid. 

His  Excell'v  Govt  Clinton. 


[No.  24:^0.1 

Colonel  Hay  Relative  to  Quatiermasttr  Supplies,  and  a  Guard  for 
the  Beacon — Governor  Clinton^s  Reply. 

Fish  Kill  6th  July  1779. 

Sir,  The  want  of  Cash  has  prevented  me  from  supplying  Mr. 

Chanderett   with  all  the  Horses  necessary  for  Colo.  Pawlings 

Detachment,  must  therefore  request  your  Excellency  will  grant 

an  iniin(\ss  warrant  l)y  which  the  deficiency  il  suppose  about 

thirty  I  may  be  made  up.     I  fancy  the  impress  warrant  will  give 
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Mr.  Chanderett  an  opportunity  of  purchasing,  which  on  several 
accoonts  I  think  is  preferable.  I  have  sent  him  an  assurance 
in  writing  to  be  shown  the  inhabitants  that  his  certificate  shall 
be  regularly  paid  by  me. 

Mr.  Trumbull  his  Clerk  will  probably  be  the  bearer  of  this,  from 
whom  you  can  gettmore  particular  information  with  respect  to 
the  forwardness  they  are  in  for  marching. 

Who  is  to  furnish  a  guard' for  the  Beacon  to  be  erected  on  the 

mountain  near  this?    If  from  the  militia,  lett  me  request  they 

may  be  sent  immediately;  if  not  please  lett  me  know,  that  I  may 

make  the  proper  application  to  head  Qrs.     I  am  w'h  due  respect, 

Toor  Excellencies  most  obed.  &  very  humble  Ser't, 

Udny  Hay. 
Governoor  Clinton. 


July  8th  1779. 

D'r  Sir,  I  have  rec'd  your  Letter  of  the  6th  and  sent  Directions 
to  Colo.  Pawling  where  to  apply  for  a  warr't  to  impress  the  num- 
ber of  Horses  which  may  be  required  for  the  Service  of  his  Com- 
mand in  Case  they  cannot  be  procured  by  Purchase  on  Credit. 

1  expected  from  what  passed  between  me  &  his  Ex'cy  Genl. 

Washington,*  that  the  Guard  at  the  Beacon  was  to  have  been 

furnished  from  those  of  the  Cont'l  Troops  as  were  unfit  for  more 

active  Service — this  I  conceive  may  be  done  without  any  Incon- 

veniency,  as  a  very  small  Guard  will  answer  the  purpose  &  they 

will  be  more  vigilent  than  militia.     I  am  &c. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Colo.  Hay. 

*0d  Jnly  3.  1779.  Washington  had  written  to  General  McDougall:  ''As  It  Is  the  anal- 
▼erRary  of  our  Independence  to  proclaim  a  general  pardon  to  all  the  prisoners  now 
cader  sentence  of  death  in  the  army." 

0=  the  fourth  of  July,  the  Commander-in-Chief  wrote  to  McDougall:  "To-day  being 
tU  tnniTersary  of  independence,  you  will  be  pleased  to  have  it  taken  notice  of.  by 
tlAcbATging  thirteen  pieces  of  cannon  at  one  o'clock.  I  wish  we  had  it  in  our  power 
to  distribute  a  portioa  of  rum  to  the  soldiers,  to  exhilarate  their  spirits  upon  the 
o«a*!oc.  but  unfortunately  our  stock  is  too  scanty  to  permit." 
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[No.  6425.]* 

JAMES  CLINTON  REPORTS  PROGRESS. 

Summary  Fate  of  Lieutencnt  Hare  and  Sergeant  Netcbetry  Who  Wert 

Treated  as  Spies. 

Camp  at  the  South  End  of  Otsego  Lake,  July  6th  1779. 

I  Left  Conojoharie  the  1st  of  July  and  am  now  at  this  place 
with  all  the  Regiments  and  Stores  for  the  Expedition,  and  only 
wait  for  orders  to  march;  we  have  208  Bateauxs  in  the  Lake  and 
a  great  quantity  of  Provisions  and  other  Stores  and  although  the 
Distance  of  the  Carrying  place  was  at  Least  twenty  miles  and  the 
Road  Exceeding  bad,  we  got  all  over  with  Expedition  and  not  a 
Single  Accident. 

My  D<^ar,  I  hope  you  have  Recived  the  things  I  Sent  you  by 
Capt.  Wendle  with  the  Treasury  Notes  mentioned  in  a  former 
Letter  left  in  the  Care  of  Capt.  Gregg  who  is  now  hero. 

My  Detachment  will  Consist  of  about  2000  men,  Includeing 
Officers  Voluntiers  and  twenty  five  Indians  who  are  all  healthy 
and  in  high  spirits. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  acquaint  you  of.  Except  that  we  ap- 
prehended a  Certain  Lt.  Henry  Hare  and  a  Serjt.  Newberry,  both 
of  Coll.  Butler's  Hegt.,  who  Confesed  that  they  left  the  Seneca 
Couulry  with  Sixty  three  Indians  nvd  two  white  men,  which 
Divided  tluMiiselves  in  three  partie-,  one  party  was  to  attack 
Schoharry,  another  party  i.^herry  Valley  and  the  Mohawk  River, 
and  tlu*  other  party  to  Sculk  about  Fort  Schuyler  and  the  upper 
part  of  the  Mohawk  River  to  take  prisoners  or  Sculps.  I  had 
ilieiu  iryed  by  a  (lenl.  Court  Martial  for  spies,  who  Sentenced 
them  both  to  be  hanged,  which  was  Done  accordingly  at  Conojo- 
harrie,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of  that  place  that 

•From  Volume  XXIV.  CHntOD  papers. 
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were  friends  to  their  Country,  as  they  were  known  to  be  very 

artive  in  almost  all  the  Murders  that  were  Committed  on  these 

Frontiers;  they  were  Inhabitants  of  Tryon  County  and  had  Each 

a  wife  and  several  Children  who  Came  to  See  them  and  beg  their 

Lives. 

[James  Clinton.]* 
[To  Mrs.  James  Clinton.] 

" • 

•"  I  haTe  DOW  at  this  place  two  hundred  and  eight  boats,  with  all  the  stores,  pro- 
rision,  and  baggage  of  the  army;  so  that  I  am  now  in  the  most  perfect  readiness  to 
more  down  the  Susquehanna  whenever  I  receive  General  Sullivan's  orders.  I  have 
thrown  a  dam  across  the  outlet,  which  I  conceive  to  be  of  infinite  importance,  as  it 
has  raised  the  Lake  at  least  two  feet,  by  which  the  boats  may  be  taken  down  with 
Itffts  danger  than  otherwise;  although  from  the  intricate  winding  of  the  channel  I 
••xpect  to  meet  some  difficulties  on  the  way."— James  Clinton  to  George  Clinton,  July 
•kh.  1779:   from  the  Writings  of  Washington. 

From  Sieadqnarters  under  date  of  May  31,  1779,  Washington  had  issued  the  following 
IcstmctionB  to  SuUlvan: 

The  expedition  you  are  appointed  to  command  is  to  be  directed  against  the  hostile 
tribes  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  with  their  associates  and  adherents.  The  imme- 
diate objects  are  the  total  destruction  and  devastation  of  their  settlements,  and  the 
•^^apture  of  as  many  prisoners  of  every  age  and  sex  as  possible.  It  will  be  essential  to 
rais  their  crops  now  in  the  ground  &  prevent  their  planting  more— The  troops  to  be 
employed  under  your  command  are  Clinton's,  Maxwell's,  Poor's,  and  Hand's  brigades, 
ud  Independent  Companies  raised  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  In  Hand's  brigade  I 
vomprehend  all  the  detached  corps  of  Continental  troops  now  on  the  Susquehanna,  and 
Spencer's  regiment.  Cortlandt's  I  consider  as  belonging  to  Clinton's  brigade;  Alden's 
TTij  go  to  Poor's,  &  Butler's  &  the  rifle  corps  to  Maxwell's  or  Hand's. 

Clicton's  brigade,  you  are  informed,  has  been  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Canajoharie, 
rabjert  to  your  orders,  either  to  form  a  junction  with  the  main  body  on  the  Susque- 
hanna, by  the  way  of  Otsego,  or  to  proceed  up  the  Mohawk  River  and  cooperate  in 
the  bfst  manner  circumstances  will  permit,  as  you  Judge  most  advisable.  So  soon  as 
jcur  preparations  are  in  sufficient  forwardness,  you  will  assemble  your  main  body  at 
WyomiEg.  and  proceed  thence  to  Tioga,  taking  from  that  place  the  most  direct  and 
practicable  route  into  the  heart  of  The  Indian  Settlements.  You  will  establish  such 
iLterm^diate  posts,  as  you  think  necessary  for  the  security  of  your  communication  and 
coLToys;  nor  need  I  caution  you.  while  you  leave  a  sufficiency  of  men  for  their  defence, 
to  take  care  to  diminish  your  operating  force  as  little  as  possible.  A  post  at  Tioga 
will  be  particularly  necessary,  either  a  stockade  fort,  or  an  intrenched  camp;  If  the 
latter,  a  block-house  should  be  erected  In  the  Interior.  I  would  recomd.  that  some 
jost  in  the  center  of  the  Indian  Country,  should  be  occupied  with  all  expedition,  with 
a  »afflclent  quantity  of  provisions;  whence  parties  should  be  detached  to  lay  waste  all 
lie  settlements  around,  with  instructions  to  do  it  In  the  most  effectual  manner,  that 
ite  country  may  not  be  merely  overnni,  but  destroyed. 

I  ured  cot  urge  the  necessity  of  using  every  method  In  your  power  to  gain  intelligence 
o!  the  enemy's  strength,  motions,  and  designs;  nor  need  I  suggest  the  extraordinary 
4€cn€  of  vigilance  and  caution  wlilch  will  be  necessary  to  guard  against  surprises 
!rom  an  adversary  so  secret,  desultory,  and  rapid  as  the  Indians. 

If  a  detachment  operate  on  the  Mohock  River,  the  commanding  officer  should  be 
'ajiructed   to  bo  very  watchful  that  no  troops  come  from  Oswegatchie  and  Niagara  to 

Ofir^fto  without  his  knowledge:  and  for  this  purpose  he  should  keep  trusty  spies  at 
these  three  places  to  advertise  him  instantly  of  the  movement  of  any  party  and  its 
lore*.  This  detachment  should  also  endeavor  to  keep  up  a  constant  intercourse  with 
tlM  main  body. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  as  general  rules  that  ought  to  govern  your  operations,  to 
cake  rather  than  receive  attacks,  attended  with  as  much  Impetuosity,  shouting,  and 
coiie.  as  possible;   and  to  make  the  troops  act  in  as  loose  and  dispersed  a  way  as  is 
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[No.  2431.] 

The  Ma88aohu8ett8  Board  of  War  A8k8  for  the  Rdea^e  of  the  Flow 
Seized  in  Dutche88  County. 

War  Office  Boston  7  July  1779* 
Sir:  We  have  received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  William  More  of 
Southwick,  in  this  State  giving  us  an  acc%  that  three  of  his 
Teams  Leaded  with  Flour  for  public  use,  are  stoped  in  your 
State,  and  that  a  Tryal  is  to  be  had,  thereon  before  Justice 
Stormes  of  Hopewell  on  the  12th  of  this  Instant  July.    The  Com- 

coDftiBtent  with  a  proper  degree  of  governinent,  concert,  and  mutual  lupport.  It  ahoald 
be  previously  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  nifen,  whenerer  they  hare  an  oppor- 
tunity, to  rush  on  with  tfbe  war-whoop  and  fixed  bayonet  Nothing  will  disconcert  and 
terrify  the  Indians  more  than  this. 

More  than  common  care  will  be  necessary  of  your  arms  and  ammunition  from  the 
nature  of  the  service— They  should  be  particularly  inspected  after  a  rain  or  the  passage 
of  any  deep  water. 

After  you  have  rery  thoroughly  completed  the  destruction  of  their  settlements,  if  the 
Indians  should  show  a  disposition  for  peace,  I  would  have  you  encourage  it,  on  condi- 
tion that  they  will  give  some  decisive  evidence  of  their  sincerity,  by  delivering  up 
some  of  the  principal  instigators  of  their  past  hostility  into  our  hands:  Butler,  Brant, 
the  most  mischievous  of  the  Tories,  that  have  Joined  them,  or  any  oChers  they  may 
have  in  their  power,  that  we  are  interested  to  get  into  ours.  They  may  possibly  be 
engaged,  by  address,  secrecy,  and  stratagem,  to  surprise  the  garrison  of  Niagara,  and 
the  shipping  on  the  Lakes,  and  put  them  into  our  possession.  This  may  be  demanded, 
as  a  condition  of  our  friendship,  and  would  be  a  most  important  point  gained.  If  they 
can  render  a  service  of  this  kind,  you  may  stipulate  to  assist  them  in  their  distress 
with  supplies  of  provisions  and  other  articles  of  which  they  will  stand  in  need;  having 
regard,  in  the  expectations  you  give  them,  to  our  real  abilities  to  perform.  I  have  no 
power  at  present  to  authorize  you  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with  them,  but  you 
may  agree  upon  the  terms  of  one.  letting  them  know  that  it  must  be  finally  ratified  by 
Congress,  and  giving  them  every  proper  assurance  that  it  will.  I  shall  write  to  Con- 
gress on  the  subject  and  endeavor  to  obtain  more  ample  and  definitive  authority. 

When  we  have  efTectually  chastised  them,  we  noay  then  listen  to  peace,  and  endeavor 
to  draw  further  advantages  from  their  fears.  But,  even  in  this  case,  great  caution 
will  be  necessary  to  guard  against  the  snares,  which  their  treachery  may  hold  out. 
They  must  be  explicit  in  their  promises,  give  substantial  pledges  for  their  performance, 
and  execute  their  engagements  with  decision  and  despatch.  Hostages  are  the  only 
kind  of  security  to  be  depended  on.  Should  Niagara  fall  into  your  hands  in  the  manner 
I  have  mentioned— you  will  do  every  thing  in  your  power  for  preserving  and  maln- 
UiniDg  it,  by  establishing  a  chain  of  posts,  in  such  manner  as  shall  appear  to  yon 
most  safe  and  effectual  and  tending  as  little  to  reduce  our  general  force  as  possible— 
This  however  we  shall  be  better  able  to  decide  as  the  future  events  of  the  campaign 
unfold  themselves— I  shall  be  more  explicit  on  the  subject  hereafter.— When  you  have 
completed  the  objects  of  your  expedition,  unless  otherwise  directed  in  the  mean  time, 
you  ^III  return  to  form  a  Junction  with  the  main  army,  by  the  most  convenient, 
cxpediticua.  and  secure  route,  according  to  circumstances.  The  route  by  the  Mohawk 
River,  if  it  can  be  pursued  without  too  great  a  risk,  will  perhaps  be  most  eligible  on 
several  accounts.  Much  should  depend  on  the  relative  position  of  the  main  army  at 
the  time.  As  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  what  may  bo  the  exigencies  of  the  service  i& 
this  .quarter,  this  united  with  other  important  reasons  makes  it  essential  that  your 
operations  should  be  as  rapid  and  that  the  expedition  should  be  performed  in  as  little 
Hm0  MS  win  be  consistent  with  its  success  and  efficacy. 
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mittee  appointed  by  this  Government  to  apply  to  the  Southern 
States  for  a  Supply  of  Grain,  reported  to  the  Genl.  Court  upon 
their  return  that  they  had  obtained  permission  to  purchase  1000 
Barrels  in  the  State  of  New  York,  500  Bbls.  of  which  to  be  pur- 
chased by  agents  of  the  Town  of  Boston  and  the  remainder  by 
Persons  employed  by  the  Board  of  War.  Col.  Brown  &  Mr. 
More  have  been  employed  by  this  Board  to  purchase  the  quantity 
appropriated  to  us  for  the  Supply  of  the  public  magazines,  and 
we  think  we  can  so  far  rely  upon  their  honor,  that  they  would 
not  by  any  means  exceed  the  Quantity  allowed  them.  We  must, 
therefore,  request  your  Excellency's  interposition  in  this  matter, 
and  if  it  appears  that  Mr.  More  has  exceeded  the  quantity  per- 
mitted, he  must  abide  the  consequence,  but  if  he  has  not,  we 
are  led  to  suppose  that  your  Excellency,  who  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  Engagements  made  by  your  Government  to  ours  in  this 
affair,  will  take  such  measures  that  the  Flour  &  Teams  may  be 
released.  We  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully  Your  Ex- 
cellency's Most  obedient,  and  very  bumble  Servants, 

By  order  of  ye  Board 

Sam.  Phps  Savage,  Pre't. 
His  Excellency,  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2432.] 

Colonel  Peter   Van  Xess's  Certificafc  as  to  Money  Collected  of  the 
Officers  and  Exempts  of  His  Regiment, 

An  account  of  money  Collected  by  way  of  assessment  from  the 
nfli<ers  and  Exempts  belon«j:in^  to  the  Rej^iment  under  my  Com- 
mand and  to  be  Distributed  and  divided  among  the  Drafts  to 
\**f  furnished  from  said  Ro<riinent,  pursuant  to  General  orders 
dated  at  Poughkeei>sie,  April  13th  1779,  as  also  an  account  of 
the  Disposal  of  said  iikhk  y  &c.  &(•. 
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1779 

May  9  Rec'd  from  Capt.  Corn's  Hogeboom    664  Dollars  £265 120 

Capt.  Abner  Hawley       1043  Do  417   46 

Capt.  Jonah  Graves  612  Do  244169 

Capt.  Bart'w  Barrit  610  Do  244   00 

Capt.  Joseph  Heath  645  Do  258  0  0 

Capt.  Joshua  Whitney  970  Do  388   0  0 


£181712  0 


Do  Cash  paid  to  23  Drafts  £60.0  Each  £1380    0  0 

Do  Remaining  for  6  Do  in  my  hands  £60 

Each  360   0  0 

Do  paid  to  the  Sergeants  of  4  Companies 

for  Collecting  said  money  £8  Each  32   0  0 

Do  paid  to  Sergeants  of  2  Companies  for 

Collecting  said  money  £6.8.0  Each  12  16  0 

Do  paid  to  Lieut.  Eleazer  Spencer  for 
taking  Charge  of  15  of  said  Drafts 
marching  thorn  to  Albany  to  Muster      12   0  0 

Do  paid  David  Bagley  one  of  said  Drafts 
in  addition  to  his  £60.0  because  he  re- 
ceived nothing  from  the  Class  from 
which  he  was  Drafted  8   00 

Do  paid    Samuel    Wright    one    of    said 

Drafts  his  Expence  going  to  Albany        216  0 

Do  paid  Richard  Vawn  for  Expence  to 

bring  a  Draft  up  to  Albany  2    00 

Do  paid  Lieut.  Caleb  Clark  for  bringing 
to  Albany  WiTm  Murrel  a  Draft 
from  my  R(»ginient  wlio  had  deserted        8    0  0 


£1817  12  0 
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I  Do  hereby  Certify  that  the  within  is  a  True  account  of  the 
Money  collected  from  the  Officers  and  Exempts  of  the  several 
Companies  in  the  Regiment  under  my  Command  as  p  Returns 
made  to  me  by  the  Commanding  Officers  of  each  respective  Com- 

]Miny,  as  also  of  the  disposal  of  the  same  by  me. 

Peter  Van  Ness. 
Claverack,  July  7th  1779. 

His  Ehtcellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2433.] 

A  Camplicated  Financial  Tra^nsaction. 

Albany  July  7  1779. 

Dear  Sir,  Inclosed  I  forward  you  an  oi'der  on  Col:  Stephen  Lush 

for  Two  Thousand  Two  Hundred  &  fifty  pounds,    It  would  be 

Easier  to  you  to  get  it  than  I  can,  indeed,  when  I  lent  him  the 

money  he  told  me  he  would  Chuse   to   pay  it  you,    Please  to 

Signify  the  ree't  of  the  order  &  the  Payment  as  soon  as  the 

P.usyness  is  transacted.    I  am  with  Esteem  Your  most  Obdt. 

Jacob  Cnyler. 
To  Mr.  C.  Elmendorph. 


July  25th  1779.  His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton  wrote  a  Letter 
?•»  the  Treasurer  request'g  him  to  pay  the  with  [in]  Sum  of 
t-250  to  the  within  mentioned  Mr.  Elmendorph. 

Robt.  Benson. 


[No.  2434.] 

^'nptain  Hallett  Ordered  to  Take  Command  of  the  Levies  Detailed 
for  the  Defence  of  Westchester  County. 

Poughkeepsie  8th  July  1770. 

Sir,   You  will  proceed  to  Colo.  Ludington's  &  take  Command 

of  the  Levies  raised  from  his  Regt.  &  march  them  into  West 
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Chjester  County  for  the  Defence  of  the  Inhabitants  ag^t  the  In- 
cursions of  the  Enemy.  The  Detachment  ordered  from  Colo, 
Field's  Regt.  is  also  to  be  under  your  Command.  Ton  will  make 
regular  Returns  to  Lieut.  Colo.  Pawling  or  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  his  Regt.,  of  which  the  Levies  under  your  Command 
are  part  &  with  whom  you  are  to  draw  your  pay  &c.  I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
To  Capt.  Jonah  Hallet. 


[No.  2435.]* 
Judges'  report  to  Governor  Clinton  of  the  capital  conviction 
and  sentence,  at  the  late  Oyer  and  Terminer  in  Ulster  County,  of 
Joe.  Brown,  Wm.  McOrany  and  Jonah  Wood — with  the  papers  re- 
lating to  the  pardon  of  Brown  and  McCrany. 


[No.  2436.] 

Colonel  LfUdintan  Dunniaaea  His  Regiment  and  Praises  His  Command 

Highly, 

Honoured  Sir,   I  Imbrace  this  opertunity  of  acquainting  you, 

that  according  to  Colo.  Swartwout's  orders  to  me  of  yesterday, 

I  thought  Proper  to  discharge  my  Regt.  who  I  must  beg  leave 

to  acquaint  you,  have  acted  with  the  greatest  Spirrit  Since  they 

have  been  hear,  and  have  gon  home  with  a  full  determination 

to  turn  out  at  a  minute's  warning.    In  my  last  I  wrote  you  to 

know  the  mode  adopted  for  Punnishing   those    who   have   not 

turned  out  according  to  their  being  Warnd,  for  I  am  hiley  senci- 

b!e  that  if  they  ar  not  brought  to  a  sevear  Punishment,  it  will 

give  nllence  to  thost*  Who  have  <lun  th<*ir  Outey.     I  must  allso 

Rc^tnin  your  Exccllniroy  tlianks  fov  Rprommending  to  me  Mr. 

•L-rcitted. 
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McCleBnen,  who  has  truley  aniswered  the  Oarrector  I  have  had 
of  him,  as  I  have  Exsperianced  his  services  in  Spiriting  the  Mili- 
tia in  their  Parts  and  my  Regit,  in  Perticular.  I  Remain  in  the 
mean  time,  with  Respect,  your  Excellencey's  most  obediant  Hum- 
ble Serv't 

Henry  Ludinton. 
Pred'k  Burgh,  Juley  11  1779. 

To  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2437.] 
General  Sullivan  to  James  Clinton* 


[No.  2438.] 

Governor    CUrUon   Piaoes    Conditions   on   the   Exch<inye   of   Mrs. 

MacDonell. 

Head  Quarters  New  Windsor  July  12th  1779. 
Sir:  I  am  now  to  address  your  Excellency  in  behalf  of  Mrs. 
McDonell  wife  of  Capt.  McDonell  of  the  Royal  Highland  Emi- 
grants, who.  I  am  informed  resides  at  Schenectady.  I  am  induced 
to  perform  this  act  of  Friendship,  both  from  the  truly  necessitous 
situation  of  the  Party  concerned,  and  from  the  obligation  I  am 
in  some  measure  under  to  the  Enemy  for  similar  indulgencies 
granted  (at  my  particular  solicitation)  to  several  of  the  officers' 
wives  who  are  now  in  Captivity.  I  would  not  wish  to  give  your 
Excellency  trouble  by  urging  her  relief  or  app(*ar  importunate 
in  a  request  which  you  might  conceive  as  wholly  iinproi)or  or 
at  least  untimely,  buit  was  led  to  niako  this  api>lication  from  a 
Letter  just  now  received  from  Mr.  Wm.  Gilliland  informing  me, 
your  Excellency  would  consent  to  Mrs.  McDonell's  going  in  with 

•Transferred  to  document  2446. 
9 
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her  Family  &  Effects,  provided  a  proper  and  adequate  Excbangf 

could  be  made  for  her.    As  I  set  out  immediately  for  Elizabetl 

Town  to  meet  the  British  Commissary  of  Prisoners,  I  presumed 

it  would  not  be  an  improper  season  to  discuss  and  adjust  thii 

matter,  proposing  to  him  in  Exchange  for  Mrs.  McDonell  anj 

Lady  in  their  Lines  your  Excellency  would  choose  to  be  liberated 

in  her  Room. 

I  flatter  myself  I  shall  be  able  to  effect  this  Exchange  as  the 

Enemy  appear  anxious  for  her  return.     A  Letter  directed  for 

me  at  Head  Quars.  will  come  safely  to  hand.     I  am  with  the 

greatest  respect  &  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  mo.  obt.  &  very 

Hble.  serv't 

Jno.  Beatty. 
His  Excellency,  Gov'r  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie  13th  July  1779. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  honored  with  your  I^etter  of  yesterday  respect- 
ing Mrs.  McDonnel.    It  woud  give  me  Pleasure  to  comply  with 
your  Request  in  her  Favour  &  without  even  insisting  upon  as 
Exchange  I  should  have  most  cheerfully  granted  her  Permission 
to  go  in  to  New  York  with  her  Familly  &  Effects  had  not  the 
Enemy  by  their  Late  cruel  and  unmanly  attack  on  the  Women 
&  Children  of  Cherry  Valley,  many  of  whom  are  their  Prisoners, 
made  it  my  indispensible  Duty  to  detain  Mrs.  McDonnel  &  others, 
whose  Friends  are  in  the  Enemys  Service  until  ours  are  liber 
ated;  and  the  more  especially  as  Mr.  Butler  last  Spring  made 
overtures  for  an  Exchange  of  this  Kind  to  Genl.  James  Clintoa 
comniauding  the  Northern  Departm't.    I  will  readily  consent  t» 
tlu*  Exchange  of  Mrs.  McDonald  &  Familly  for  the  Wife  &  Chil- 
divn  of  <'olo.  Campbell  taken  by  the  Enemy  at  Cherry  Valtej 
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It  the  nKnnent  they  aire  liberated  Mfs.  McDonald  shall  be  per- 

Ktted  to  pass  to  New  York. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  John  Beatty.] 


[No.  2439.] 

Stmben  Sends  a  Copy  of  His  Regulations  to  Governor  CUnion. 

New  Windsor,  July  12th  1779. 

Sir,  Before  I  left  Philadelphia  to  come  to  the  army,  I  had  the 
honor  to  write  to  your  Excellency  a  Letter*  which  I  intended 
Bhoald  have  been  sent  together  with  a  Copy  of  the  Regulations. 
The  Board  of  War  took  upon  themselves  the  transmitting  of  both, 
and  I  have  learnt  since  that  the  Letter  hath  been  sent  alone.  I 
am  extremely  sorry  for  this  mistake,  and  I  cannot  repair  it  other- 
wise than  by  sending  you  with  this,  a  Copy  of  the  Regulations,  & 
referring  for  the  rest  to  my  former  Letter. 

As  the  Printing,  Engraving  &  Binding  of  the  Books  were  not 
under  my  Direction,  I  beg  you  will  not  ascribe  it  to  me,  if  the 
whole  is  so  ill  executed.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great 
respect,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Steuben,  Maj.  Genl. 
His  Excellency  G.  Clinton  Esq.  Governor  of  New  York. 


\  

f 

t 

\  Governor  Clinton's  Acknowledgment. 


i 


Pokeepsie  July  20th  1779. 

Sir,  I  have  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  your  Letters  of  the  20th 

April  &  12th  Inst,  the  latter  accompanied  w'th  the  Regulations 

lately  published  for  the  use  of  our  army.     Relying  more  on  the 

•bib'ties  &  military  Experience  of  the  author  than  my  own  Capac- 

*Set  Volame  IV,  pa«M  738-39. 
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! 
I 

itr  to  form  a  proper  Judgm't  of  a  work  of  this  natare,  1  cannot  I 

doabt  that  the  Introduction  of  them  in  the  militia  of  this  StMe 

will  be  of  singular  advantage.  I  shall,  therefore,  take  the  earlieit 

opportunity  of  communicat'g  them  to  the  Legislature.     Thit 

State  is  peculiarly  unhappy  in  being  the  constant  seat  of  war, 

where  tho'  the  Service  of  the  militia  is  of  the  most  Importance^ 

^^t  the  frequent  Interruptions  they  meet  from  alarms,  leare 

them  little  Leizure  after  the  necessary  attention  to  Husbandry, 

to  improve  in  military  Discipline.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 

the  highest  Respect  &  Esteem  Sir  Your  most  obed't  Serv*t 

[G.C.] 
The  Hon'ble  Major  Genl.  Baron  Steuben. 


[No.  2440.] 
VERMONT'S  CLAIM  TO  STATEHOOD. 

Ira  Allen  Presents  Her  Case  in  a  Clear  and  Exhaustive  Address. 
To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Vermont. 
Friends  and  Fellow  Citizens, 

Pursuant  to  Api)ointment  by  the  Legielature,  and  Instructioot 
from  the  Governor  and  Council  of  this  State,  I  waited  on  Hit 
General  Court  of  New-Hampshire,  at  their  Sessions  in  June  last^ 
and  delivered  the  public  Writings  intrusted  me  by  the  Govenw* 
of  this  State,  to  the  President,  which  were  read  in  Council,  and 
S(*nl  to  the  House  for  their  Inspection.  The  House,  after  read*  - 
iii^^  and  considering  the  same,  resolved  into  a  Committee,  to  takt 
into  Consideration  the  whole  Matter  respecting  Vermont,  whick 
was  (oneurred  in  by  the  Hon.  Board;  and  Thursda^^  the  24fll 
(if  June,  the  Coniniittee  met  in  the  Assembly  Chamber,  and  th|>: 
K(>s()lves  of  Congress  of  the  1st  and  2d  of  June,  respecting  tl* 
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Premises,  and  seyeral  other  Papers  were  read;  among  which 
was  the  Appointment  of  Col.  Peter  Olcott,  and  Beza  Woodward, 
Esq;  impowering  them  as  a  Committee  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Cornish  Convention,  to  use  their  Influence  with  the  General 
Court  of  New-Hampshire,  to  extend  their  Claim  and  Jurisdiction 
over  the  whole  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants.  A  Question  was 
put  to  said  Committee,  by  a  member  of  the  House,  How  many 
Towns  were  represented  in  said  Cornish  Convention,  on  the  West 
Side  of  Connecticut-River?  Answer,  About  twenty-two  in  the 
Whole,  and  about  Half  of  them  West  of  said  River.  Said  Com- 
mittee then  proceeded  to  exhibit  the  Returns  made  on  a  Hand- 
Bill,  formed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Cornish  Convention,  on  the 
23d  of  April  last,  and  sent  to  the  several  Towns  in  this  State,  for 
the  express  Purpose  of  getting  the  Numbers  of  the  Inhabitants 
that  were  willing  New-Hampshii  e  should  extend  their  Claim 
and  Jurisdiction  over  the  whole  of  the  Grants — their  Returns 
were  sixty-five  Persons..  They  also  alledgod,  that  they  had  mis- 
laid or  lost  the  Returns  from  one  Town,  in  which  there  were  one 
hundred  and  twenty  Families,  and  but  four  Persons  acted  in 
Opposition  to  connecting  with  New-Hampshire:  that  the  Roason 
why  more  Persons  had  not  acted  on  said  Iland-Hill,  was,  that 
they  had  not  circulated  thro'  the  Grants,  by  Reason  of  their  fall- 
ing into  the  Hands  of  the  N(^w  Statesmen,  who  secreted  or  burnt 
them: — that  for  eighty  Miles  up  and  down  Counecticut-River, 
there  were  but  two  Members  alt  ended  the  Assembly  of  Ver- 
mont:— that  so  far  as  tliey  had  been  able  to  collect  the  Senti- 
ments of  the  People,  they  were  very  generally  on  tbe  east  Side 
of  the  Green  Mountain,  and  a  Number  on  the  we>?t  Side  said 
Mountain,  for  connecting  with  New-Hampshire:  then  refering  to 
the  Members  of  the  House  who  lived  (?)  contiguous  to  Conueoti- 
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cut-River,  to  inform  what  they  knew  respecting  the  Matti 

Judge  Marsh  then  arose,  and  with  a  Degree  of  Warmth  asserti 

that  to  his  certain  Knowledge,  two^hirds  of  the  Inhabitants  of  1 

Grants  west  of  the  River,  would  hold  up  both  Hands  to  conn 

with  Xew-Hanipshire.  A  few  more  of  the  Members  of  the  Hoc 

in  Conversation  with  the  other  Members,  had  endeavored  to 

sinuate  Tenets  nearly  similar.    I  then  proceeded  to  make 

Defence;  in  which  I  observed,  that  it  was  strange  those  Gen 

men  were  at  a  Loss  to  determine  how  many  Towns  were  rei 

sented  in  the  Cornish  Convention,  as  one  was  the  Clerk,  and  h 

Members  of  the  same: — that  there  were  but  eight  Towns  w 

of  the  River,  represented  in  said  Convention: — that  the  To 

said  Committee  had  reference  to,  as  having  one  hundred  i 

twenty  Families,  was  the  Town  of  Norwich,  in  which  Col.  01c 

lived: — that  I  was  informed  by  several  respectable  Gentlemen 

that  Vicinity,  that  all  due  Pains  were  taken  to  convene  the  le 

Voters  on  Town-Meeting  Day;   some  refused  to  attend,  as  tl 

would  not  act  against  the  State  of  Vermont;  others  were  ti 

of  Town-Meetings,  and  neglected  to  attend;    in  all,  thirtyn 

Persons  met,  twenty-seven  for  New-Hampshire,  and  four  for  \ 

mont: — that  I  had  as  good,  if  not  a  better  Right,  to  count  th 

who  did  not  attend  the  Meeting  for  Vermont   as  they  for  N 

Hampshire: — that  said  Hand-Bills  had  been  sent  into  the  Con 

of  Bennington,  in  several  Places;   and  that  the  People  there 

not  take  so  much  Notice  of  them,  as  to  o-^  k\\?^ 

^^  secrete  or  hnt^  ^^^ 
that  I  was  knowing  to  said  Hand-Billo  ^-  i  a 

*®  circnlatinc  i\^^ 
considerable  Part  of  Cumberland  Countv  •  \ ' 

where  thoy  had  Town-Meetings  on   oth  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^ 

Bills  were  read,  and  the  Towns  unanim  ^^^^^H^,  ^^ 

JnfjT  lo  do  with  them;   in  other  Towno  4->       "    ^^^^d  to  \\( 
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knew  nothing  of  "F.  Marsh,  Chairman;"  and  if  they  called  a 
Town-Meeting  at  his  Request,  by  the  same  Rule  they  might  have 
a  Town-Meeting  every  Day,  if  any  Gentleman  desired  it;  there- 
fore they  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it: — that  by  this  open 
and  public  Trial,  they  had  proved  that  Gen.  Bailey,  at  least,  was 
mistaken  when  he  asserted  in  his  Petition  (preferred  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  New-Hampshire,  at  their  Sessions  in  March 
last)  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Grants  were  in  general,  desirous 
of  an  Union  with  New-Hampshire: — that  the  eighty  Miles  men- 
tioned by  said  Committee,  where  there  were  but  two  Members 
attended  the  Assembly  of  Vermont,  was  true;  but  Part  of  that 
Distance  was  Woods,  consequently  no  Member  could  from  thence 
attend;  and  some  of  the  other  Part  was  thinly  settled,  and  sev- 
eral Towns  joined  to  chuse  one  Member;  but  in  that  Distance, 
and  for  more  than  eighty  Miles  more  down  the  River,  thro'  a 
settled  Country,  there  were  but  four  Towns  on  the  River  where 
they  had  got  so  much  as  one  Man  to  act  in  favor  of  connecting 
with  New  Hampshire;  and  not  so  much  as  one-fourth  Part  of  the 
legal  Voters  in  those  four  Towns — a  very  small  Minority  indeed 
in  Favor  of  connecting  with  New-IIampifhire. 

I  then  proceeded  to  treat  largely  on  the  fundamental  Argu- 
ments, viz.  the  Change  of  Jurisdiction  in  1774 — the  Proclamation 
issued  by  his  Excellency  Benning  Wentwortli,  Esq;  dated  about 
Feb.  1765 — the  Heads  of  the  Grievances  the  Inhabitants  of  Ver- 
mont have  suffered  from  New- York,  since  1704,  in  the  pn^sent 
^ra — Expence  in  sending  Agents  to  Great  Britain — New  Hamp- 
shire refusing  to  exert  herself  to  recover  her  Jurisdiction,  al- 
though often  requested  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Grants,  when 
they  were  put  to  the  greatest  Exti^emity  by  New-York — the  Right 
the  People  had  to  assume  Government  since  the  present  Revolu- 
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tion — Constitution  and  Code  of  Laws  establislied— Officers  ol 
GoTernment,  together  with  the  Freemen  of  the  State,  sworn  to 
support  the  Constitution  thereof,  as  established  by  Convention- 
Letters  from  tlie  General  Court  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
in  November  last,  giving  their  full  Approbation  to  the  State  d 
Vermont*s  being  established  by  Congress  as  such,  provided  the 
People  there,  as  a  political  Body,  would  diasolve  all  Connectioni 
with  sixteen  Towns  east  of  Connecticut-River,  which  they  al- 
ledged  to  be  a  Part  of  New-Hampshii-e: — that  every  Engagement 
on  the  Part  of  Vermont  to  New-Hampshire,  was  fulfilled:— that 
it  was  one  Thing  for  said  State  to  lay  a  jurisdictional  Claim  to 
the  Territory  of  Vermont,  and  another  to  exercise  Jurisdiction.— 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses  dissolved,  and  the  House  re- 
sumed the  Subject,  and  voted  to  lay  Claim  to  the  Jurisdiction 
of  the  Whole  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  to  the  Westward  ol 
Connecticut  River;  nevertheless,  allowing  and  conceding,  that 
if  the  Hon.  Continental  Congress  should  establish  the  State  ol 
Vermont,  that  in  such  Case  the  State  of  New-Hampshire  will  ac 
quiesce  therein;  and  that  said  State  should  not  extend  Jurisdic 
tion  farther  West  than  the  West  Bank  of  Connecticut-River,  till 
otherwise  directed  by  Congress. — Councurr'd  by  the  Hott 
Board. — ^The  General  Court  then  chose  a  Committee  to  wait  on 
the  Committee  of  Congress,  supposing  they  would  come  to  th€ 
County  of  Grafton. 

Although  this  Proceedure  of  the  Court  of  New -Hampshire  doth 
not  api>oar  to  be  to  the  Disadvantage  of  Vermont  but  rather  9$ 
a  Bar  against  New-York;  yet  I  must  not  omit  to  observe,  tb»l 
there  ai-e  a  Ninnher  of  the  Members  of  that  Court  who  wo^^^  *** 
exceeding  -lad  to  have  the  Territory  of  Vermont  added  to  ^^' 

JJampshire.    Their  principal  Motives  to  in*^  «^  u^  tbe« 

■^^  appear  to  ^ 
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viz:  that  the  Addition  of  the  Territory  of  Vermont  to  that  State, 
would  most  certainly  bring  the  Seat  of  Gk)vemment  into  another 
Xeighbourhood ;  but  a  greater  Inducement  is  the  unappropriated 
and  Tory  Lands  within  this  State,  which,  if  added  to  New-Hamp- 
shire, would  help  them  in  the  heavy  Lift  of  Paying  Taxes. — If 
said  Lands  are  a  sufficient  Motive  for  some  Part  of  the  General 
Ck)urt  of  New-Hampshire  to  wish  to  enlarge  their  Government 
for  a  Share  in  them,  surely  it  would  not  be  for  the  Interest  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  State,  to  take  in  so  many  Partners  on  that 
Footing,  but  to  the  Interest  of  each  Individual  to  oppose  such  an 
ungenerous  Extention  of  New-Hampshire;  and  warrantable  for 
the  following  Reasons: 

The  State  of  Vermont  is  at  this  Time  formidable  against  its  old 
Adversary,  New- York,  and  has  little  or  nothing  to  fear  from  her 
Power  in  Arms  or  Influence  at  Congress. — In  former  Days,  when 
under  British  Administration,  for  any  Sett  of  Men  to  rise  and 
opi)ose  the  Authority,  was  thought  a  most  daring  Thing:  People 
in  general  were  under  a  strong  traditional  Bias  in  favor  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  but  few,  how  much  soever  they  might  be  oppressed, 
had  that  Fortitude  and  Patriotism  that  they  dare  appear  in  Arms 
to  defend  their  just  Rights,  in  Opposition  to  the  undue  Exercise 
of  Law,  when  attempted  to  be  exercised  by  legal  Officers  of  Jus- 
tice; and  when  they  did,  seldom  faile<l  of  losing  some  of  th(Mr 
Lives,  and  being  vanquished  by  th(4r  Adversaric^s— witness 
Xobletown,  LivingstonVManor,  Bateman's-Patent,  &c. — In  tlio^e 
Days  the  Green-Mountain-Boys  were  put  to  th<*  sad  Alternative 
of  rising  in  Arms,  and  opposing  the  legislative  and  executive 
Authority  of  New- York,  or  of  giving  up  their  I^uids  and  INf^ 
sessions  to  the  Land-jobbers  of  said  Province.  Then  the  Green- 
Mountain-Boys  were  few  in  Number,  settled    ifi    a    Wildernc»ss 
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Country,  generally  poor,  but  little  more  than  the  Heavens  to  pw^ 
tect  them  and  their  Families  from  the  Inclemency  of  the 
Weather,  the  Justice  of  their  Cause  not  publicly  known — a  rich, 
I)owerful  and  intriguing  Province  to  contend  with,  who  did  not 
fail  to  send  their  Emiseairies  amongst  them,  in  order  to  make 
Divisions,  by  Commissions,  and  every  other  Way  in  their  Power. 
In  short,  no  Kind  of  Bribery  or  Corruption  wa«  too  mean  for 
them  to  be  guilty  of.  Then  were  the  Lives,  Liberties  and  Prop- 
erties of  the  People  at  Stake.  In  this  Situation,  a  few  small 
Companies  of  Green-Mountain-Boys,  (stimulated  by  the  same 
patriotic  Spirit  of  Freedom  which  has  since  ahined  with  a  supe- 
rior Lustre  from  one  End  of  this  Continent  to  the  other)  baffled 
all  the  diabolical  Machinations  of  their  inveterate  Adversaries, 
for  more  than  seven  Years  together.  Can  this  be  accounted  for, 
without  acknowledging  the  propitious  Agency  of  the  Deity? — In 
those  Days,  repeated  Applications  were  made  to  New-Hampshire, 
to  exert  herself  to  obtain  the  Jurisdiction  again;  but  her  Lan- 
guage was  then  nearly  similar  to  that  of  righteous  Job;  for  it 
was  the  King  gave,  and  the  King  had  taken  away,  and  blessed 
be  the  Name  of  the  King:  From  that  Day  to  this,  said  State  hath 
not  exerted  herself  to  obtain  Jurisdiction  again. 

It  was  by  Virtue  of  a  royal  Edict,  that  New-Hampshire  ever 
had  a  Right  of  Jurisdiction  to  the  Westward  of  Connecticut- 
River,  and  by  the  same  Authority,  in  1764,  the  Jurisdic- 
tion was  curtailed  to  the  west  Bank  of  said  River;  and 
llic  Ass<Miil)ly  of  said  Province  did  then  acquiest^e  therein. 
The  Members  thereof  did  publicly  assert,  that  they  had  no 
Desire  that  their  Province  should  extend  any  farther  than  said 
Riv(»r;  and  that  they  would  not  do  any  Thing  to  obtain  Jurisdic- 
fjon  over  a  Territory  they  did  not  want. — Had  the  People  them 
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solmiitted  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  New- York,  and  since  the  iwesent 
Berolation  associated  with  them,  and  aeeisted  in  forming  a  Con- 
stitution, established  Courts,  &c.  the  Inhabitants  would  now  have 
been  effectually  bound  down  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  said  State; 
and  it  would  have  been  now  as  much  out  of  the  Power  of  New- 
HamxMhire  to  extend  their  Jurisdiction  to  their  antient  western 
Limits,  as  for  the  Massachu«etts-Bay  now  to  extend  their  Juris- 
diction to  their  antient  northern  Limits,  which  I  believe  none 
are  now  so  hardy  as  to  think  of. 

By  what  has  been  already  elucidated,  it  appears  that  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Grants,  by  their  own  Exertions,  have  saved 
themselves  from  the  heavy  Yoke  of  Bondage  which  New  York  had 
prepared  for  them  and  their  Posterity;  and  that  the  Right  of  New- 
Hampshire  (so  late  in  the  Day)  to  the  Territory  of  Vermont,  must 
be  very  inconsiderable:  And  now,  for  a  few  of  the  Members  of 
that  General  Court,  with  the  Assistance  of  a  few  Individuals  to 
the  East  and  West  of  Connecticut-River  (for  sinister  Views)  to 
think  of  breaking  up  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  connecting  the 
Territory  thereof  again  to  New-IIanipshire,  is  an  idle  Whim,  a 
mere  Chimera. — It  is  well  known,  that  by  Reason  of  Oppres- 
sions from  Great  Britain,  America  revolted  from  her,  and  pub- 
lished to  the  World  a  List  of  Grievances  for  the  Vindication  of 
her  Conduct. — In  like  Manner  the  Inhabitants  of  the  now  State 
of  Vermont,  published  a  List  of  Grievances  received  from  New- 
York,  which  to  me  appear  as  numerous  and  aggravating  as  those 
this  Continent  has  against  Great-Britain. 

All  governmental  Power  was  given  by  God  himself  to  1lie 
People;  therefore,  the  Inhabitants  of  the  now  State  of  A'ernioiit 
did  associate  together,  and  assume  to  themselves  that  inestima- 
ble Blessing  of  Heaven,  civil  (Toverument.     This  they  did  upon 
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the  same  grand  original  Basis,  or  great  Rule  of  eternal  Bigh 
that  a  Number  of  the  present  Powers  of  Europe  revolted  froi 
the  several  Kingdoms  to  which  they  paid  Allegiance,  and  o 
which  the  United  States  of  America  revolted  from  Great-Britaii 
and  assumed  to  themselves  civil  Government.  The  Inhabitani 
of  Vermont,  for  more  than  ten  Years  last  past,  have  nobly  e: 
erted  themselves  for  the  Defence  of  their  Liberties  and  Pro] 
erty,  and  in  the  present  Revolution  did  most  heartily  join  the 
Brethren  for  the  joint  Defence  of  the  Liberties  and  Proper! 
of  the  Americans  in  general,  and  have  distinguished  themselvc 
to  the  World,  as  a  truly  brave  and  enterprising  People;  and 
is  conceded  to  by  the  United  States,  that  they  have  done  the 
full  Proportion  in  this  War,  consequently  they  are  intitled  1 
equal  Privileges  with  the  Rest  of  their  Brethren  in  America. 

They  have  not  delegated  their  natural  Right  of  Legislatic 
out  of  their  own  Hands. — Their  Numbers  and  Territory  are  so 
ficient  for  a  State;  and  they  have  now  as  good  a  Right  to  govei 
their  own  internal  Police,  as  any  one  of  the  United  States  hai 
theirs.  By  their  noble  Exertions  in  the  Cause  of  Liberty,  the 
have  aequii-ed  the  Esteoui  and  Confidence  of  the  United  Statt 
—merited  a  Right  to  the  Articles  of  Confederacy,  and  a  Seat  i 
the  Grand  Council  of  America.  Thes^  precious  Privileges, 
conceive,  will  be  the  ultimate  Reward  of  their  manv  expensi^ 
Toils,  Battles  and  Hazards,  and  for  the  Atta*  t  ot  ^'^*' 

they  have  suffered  such  an   uncommon    share  TlCO«^^^^ 

Evils.— And,  as  I  have  Reason  to  apprehenri    4-^  ,  Povv 

,  ,       .      .  ,    ,  ^'  ^^e  Grand  ^^ 

of  America  is  composed  of  as  great  Patri    t  <:• 

doubt  not,  but  in  due  Time  they   will   rrr  ^^^  ^^ 

^       *-*ilt        llQ 

Request:— Indeed  it  is  for  the  Interesit      <^  ^^^  ^^'^*^^ 

or  tho  T"t\' 
do  it,  as  soon  as  the  Circumstances  of  th  ^^t^d  §,^r 


Public  Papkbs  of  George  Clinton.  141 

therefore,  we  need  not  hurry  them. — It  is  an  antient  maxim,  that 
Bepresentation  and  Taxation  should  go  together;  and  until  this 
State  is  represented  in  Congress,  no  Continental  Tax  can  justly 
be  laid  on  it. 

Is  it  not  strange  that  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State, 
who  have  perused  the  Constitution  and  Laws,  and  duly  consid- 
ered the  Advantages  that  would  accrue  to  each  Individual  by 
being  and  remaining  a  distinct  State,  would  be  willing  to  give 
up  those  Privileges,  and  connect  with  any  other  State?  Surely 
the  Constitution  is  upon  the  most  liberal  Foundation — the  Laws 
are  well  calculated  to  preserve  inviolate  the  Liberties  and  Prop- 
erty of  each  Individual — the  Act  of  Oblivion  settles  past  Con- 
troversies, and  puts  those  who  made  the  Laws  and  those  who 
opposed  them  on  one  Footing,  each  having  a  Right  to  the  Pro- 
tection of  the  same;  and  as  one  common  Interest  runs  thro'  the 
Whole,  hope  that  past  Animosities  will  be  forgotten,  and  all 
join  Hand  in  Hand  to  support  their  common  Rights  and 
Interests. 

The  Circumstances  of  this  State,  in  some  Respects,  is  different 
from  every  other  State  on  the  Continent; — it  is  not  in  Debt — I 
have  as  much  Money  in  my  Office,  as  is  due  from  the  State, 
except  what  I  have  taken  in  upon  Loan;  to  balance  which,  I  have 
in  my  Office  about  as  much  Money  in  Continental  Loan  Office 
Notes,  so  that  on  a  Balance,  the  State  is  little  or  none  in  Debt, 
excepting  what  may  be  supposed  to  be  this  State's  Proportion 
of  the  Continental  Debt — (If  any  Individual  in  the  State  is  not 
satisfied  with  this  Stating  of  Accounts,  I  invite  him  to  wait  on 
me  at  ray  Office,  and  I  will  exhil)it  the  public  Hooks  of  Debt 
and  Credit  for  the  Proof  of  the  Assertion)  But  there  are  sev- 
eral valuable  Tracts  of  Land,  the  Property  of  this  State; — how 
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far  those  Lands  will  go  towards  paying  the  Continental  Beht, 
do  not  at  this  Time  take  apon  me  to  determine. 

Every  one  of  the  United  States  have  emitted  large  sums  of 
Money,  some  Part  of  which  has  been  called  in,  by  giving  States 
Loan  Office  Notes  for  the  same,  which  are  yet  due.  By  this 
and  other  Proceedures  of  the  several  States,  they  are  in  Debt. 
The  Inhabitants  of  the  respective  States,  have  received  the  Ben- 
efits of  such  Debts  when  they  contracted  them;  but  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  this  State  have  received  no  Benefit  from  such  Debts; 
and  why  they  should,  any  of  them,  wish  to  connect  with  anv 
such  State,  when  they  know  they  will  be  brought  in  to  pay 
a  Part  of  all  such  Arrearages,  is  a  Thing  almost  unaccountable. 

As  there  are  four  public  Rights  of  Land  in  each  Town  in  this 
State — one  for  the  first  settled  Minister,  one  for  Schools,  one 
for  the  first  settled  Church  Minister,  and  one  for  propagating 
the  Gospel  in  foreign  Parts — I  propose  for  Consideration, 
whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  for  the  Assembly  to  direct 
each  Town  to  lease  out  the  two  latter,  and  the  Avails  to  be  by 
each  Town  appropriated  for  the  Support  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
same. 

Lastly,  I  proceed  to  state  two  Matters  that  are  Facts,  which  I 
believe  will  not  be  disputed  by  any;  from  which  I  shall  ask  two 
Questions. 

Fact  First.  A  certain  Fraternity  of  Gentlemen,  contiguous 
to  Connecticut  River,  after  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Grants  west 
of  said  River  had  declared  themselves  to  be  a  free  State,  by  the 
Name  of  Vermont,  did  assert  that  said  State  had  a  just  Ripht 
to  be  a  Stat(»;  and  that  the  Grants  <»ast  of  Connecticut  River 
were  unconnected  with  any  State,  and  had  a  just  Right  to  join 
said  State. 
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Qaestioii  First.  Did  the  Dissolution  of  the  Union  (so  called) 
lessen  the  Right  the  State  of  Vermont  had  to  be  a  State  before 
the  said  Union  took  Place? — If  it  did,  in  what  Manner? 

Fact  Second.  It  was  also  asserted  by  said  Gentlemen,  that 
New  Hampshire  had  no  Right,  Title  or  Colour  of  Jurisdiction 
to  the  West  of  the  Mason  Line. — That  the  Grants  West  of  the 
Mason  Line,  and  East  of  Connecticut  River,  had  a  good  Right 
to  form  themselves  into  a  State,  and  would  do  it,  if  the  State  of 
Vermont  would  not  take  them  into  Union. — The  foregoing  As- 
sertions being  granted; 

Question  Second.     What  Propriety  is  there  now^  in  requesting 
Xew-Hampshire  to  extend  their  Claim  and  Jurisdiction  over  the 
Territory  of  Vermont? 
I  am.  Friends  and  Countrymen,  your  obedient  and  ever  faith- 

fal  Servant, 

Ira  Allen.* 
Xor^  ich  July  13,  1779. 

I  beg  Leave  to  subjoin  the  following  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
the  Hon.  Committee  of  Congress,  to  the  Committee  of  the  York- 
ers in  the  lower  Part  of  Cumberland  Countv.t 


[No.  2441.] 

Zdf'hariah  Frigler  to  Governor  Clinton — Petition  for  Release  from 

Prison.X 


[No.  2442.] 

Goranor  Clinton  Places  the  Responsibility  for  the  Flour  Seized  Upon 

the  Massachusetts  Agent. 

Pokeepsie  July  14th  1779. 
Sir,  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the 
"th  [6th]  Inst,  requesting  my  Interposition  with  respect  to  the 

*Sc«  Volume  IV,  pases  396-898. 

"Sc^  joigt  97  for  the  letter  alluded  to. 

tOmltted. 
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Seizure  of  a  Quantity  of  Flour  intended  to  be  exported  out  of 
this  State  for  the  use  of  your  Board  of  War. 

This  Flour  was  seized  upon  Suspicion  that  it  was  intended  to 
be  exported  out  of  the  State  contrary  to  the  Embargo  Act  which, 
with  the  other  Laws  of  this  State  in  pursuance  of  a  special  Law 
for  the  purpose,  I  have  by  this  Conveyance  transmitted  to  yon 
for  the  use  of  your  State.  You  will  readily  i)erceive  It  is  not  in 
my  Power  to  interfere  in  the  matter,  or  stay  the  Proceedings,  I 
have  notwithstanding,  certified  to  Mr.  Storms  that  the  Copy  of 
Colo.  Brown's  Licence  produced  to  me  by  Mr.  More  is  genuine. 
Any  farther  Interposition  would  be  unjustifiable  as  it  would 
amount  to  a  Suspension  of  the  I^w.  If  the  Flour  should  be  ad- 
judged forfeited,  I  conceive  it  must  be  imputed  to  improper  Con- 
duct on  the  part  of  Colo.  Brown,  who  in  the  affidavit  upon  which 
he  obtained  the  Licence  swore,  that  he  would  not  export  or  cause 
to  be  exported,  out  of  this  State  by  Virtue  or  Colour  of  the 
Licence,  any  greater  Quantity  of  Flour  than  was  therein  men- 
tioned, which  evidently  implied  that  he  would  at  least  immedi- 
ately superintend  the  Exportation  himself,  as  he  could  not  pos- 
sibly otherwise  comply  with  the  Terms  of  the  Oath;  instead  of 
which  he  has  made  Deputations  or  appointments  to  others  and 
has  by  that  means,  contravened  the  Design  of  the  Licence  &  de- 
prived the  public  of  the  Security  intended  by  requiring  an  Oath. 

If  the  Information  I  have  received  is  true,  considerable  Quan- 
tities of  Flour  have  been  illegally  convoyed  out  of  the  State 
under  Pretence  of  the  Licence  to  Colo.  Brown,  and  in  a  piirtieular 
Instance  related  to  me  by  Cornelius  llumfrey,  Esq.,  of  Kinde^ 
hook,  in  the  County  of  Albany,  several  Barrels  purchased  by  In- 
dividuals on  their  own  account  were  seized  and  to  exempt  them 
from  Forfeiture,  were  aft4M\vards  clainuMl  by  Colo.  Brown  and 
covered  bv  his  Licence. 
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I  conceived  it  my  Duty  to  apprise  you  of  these  matters  that  if 
any  of  the  Flour  should  be  forfeited,  the  Loss  may  be  charged, 
where  it  ought  property  to  be,  to  the  misconduct  of  your  agent. 

With  your  Letter  I  received  one  from  the  Board  of  War  upon 

the  same  Subject,  and  as  this  will  suffice  for  an  answer  to  both, 

vou  would  oblige  me  in  communicating  its  Contents  to  Saml.  P. 

Savage,  Esq.,  the  President.     I  am,  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Tour  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

The  hon'ble  Jer:  Powel  Esqr.  Presid't  of  the  Council  Massa- 

chusets  Bay. 


[No.  2443.] 
CokmH  Hay  Desires  Information  Relative  to  Tan  Tassdy  a  Pt^isoner. 

Fish  Kill  15th  July  1779. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am    this   morning   favoured   with   a   Letter   from 

Colonel  Moyland  accompanyed  by  four  Prisoners,  one  a  British 

Grenadier,  &  two  who  left  our  Army  or  were  taken  Prisoners  at 

Long  Island,  and  have   been   with   the   Enemy  ever   since;   the 

fourth  is  a  very  infamous  Jacob  Vantassell,  who  Colonel  Moyland 

desir'd  I  would  have  conveyed  to  your  Excellency  but  as  1  have 

seen  him  very  safely  moor'd  and  shall  take  care  at  Night  to  have 

an  additional  fast  upwn  him,  I  believe  there  is  no  great  danger  of 

hi>  making  his  escape  till  I  learn  by  the  bearer  whether  you  think 

it  best  he  should  remain  here  till  he  can  be  tryed  or  would  chuse 

To  have  him  conveyed  immediately  to  Poughkeepsie. 

I  have  nothing  certain  from  the  eastward,  it  is  reported  they 
have  burnt  Stanford.     1  am  w'h  great  respect,  Your  Excellencies 

moiit  obed't  humble  Ser't 

Udnv  Hay. 
10 
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I  sincerely  wish  to  see  you  congratalate  your  Oonoixj 
on  the  confirmation  of  the  Irish  Hews. 

P.  S.  Be  so  good  843  inform  if  there  is  a  reward  and  how  nHich 
for  this  Vantassel  offered  by  the  State;  if  there  is^  Colonel  Moy- 
land  has  requested  I  would  receive  &  transmitt  it  to  his  Begiment 
by  whom  he  was  taken. 

His  Excellency,  Governor  Clinton. 


Poukeepsie  15th  July  1779. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  equal  Date.  I  wish 
Van  Tassel  may  be  kep  safe  at  Fishkill  until  he  can  be  tried  or 
at  least  till  you  hear  farther  from  me.  I  fear  tho  an  Infamous 
Villian,  we  must  defer  his  Punishment  at  Common  Law  untill 
we  can  try  him  in  West  Chester  County  where  his  Crimes  haye 
been  committed.  He  is  not  one  of  those  for  whom  the  State 
offered  a  Reward.  Please  to  present  Mrs.  Clinton's  &  my  best 
Respects  to  Mrs.  Hay  &  believe  me  to  be  with  very  great  Regard 
Your  most  Obed't  Serv't  [G.  C] 

I  am  anxious  for  News  from  the  Eastward  where  it  seems  the 
Enemy  are  pursuing  their  threatned  Fiery  System  of  War. 

[To  Col.  Udny  Hay.] 


[No.  2444.] 
Funds  for  Froiiiier  Sufferers. 

Poukeepsie  16th  July  1779. 
I)  r  Sir,     From  the  Pains  I  have  taken  to  obtain  Returns  of 
thr  Iiihahitants  of  the  Western  Frontiers  whose  Possessions 
have  been  laid  Waste  «S:  desohited  by  the  Enemy,  &  who  by 


\ 


J 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  147 

Beascm  thereof  are  unable  to  support  themselves,  I  had 
Reason  to  hope  I  should  long  e'ere  this  have  been  able  to  have 
executed  the  Trust  reposed  in  me  by  the  Legislature  by  making 
an  equal  Distribution  of  the  Sum  granted  among  the  Sufferers 
of  each  District;  but  owing  to  the  Ignorance  of  some,  &  the 
Indolence  &  Inattention  of  others,  I  have  not  been  happy  enough 
to  have  this  Business  as  yet  accomplished  to  my  Sattisfaction. 
I  have,  however,  least  I  shoud  be  censured  for  Delay,  ordered 
to  be  paid  to  those  of  Tryon  and  Albany  Counties  the  Sum  of 
£2250,  and  I  now  enclose  you  an  Order  on  the  Treasurer  for 
£650  to  be  applied  to  the  Relief  of  the  Sufferers  of  Orange  & 
Ulster,  coming  within  the  Description  in  the  Act  which  I  beg 
you  will  be  kind  enough  to  apply  accordingly,  either  by  deliver- 
ing it  to  the  Persons  you  recommend,  or  otherwise,  as  you  may 
Judge  most  to  the  Interest  of  those  Unhappy  People  &  you  will 
please  take  &  transmit  me  proper  vouchers  for  the  Money.  The 
above  is  the  most  exact  &  equitable  Distribution  I  am  able  to 
make  from  the  Returns  I  have  received  &  I  have  no  prospect  of 
obtaining  any  more  perfect.       I  am  with  great  Regard  Your 

Most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.  C. 
P.  S.     Inclosed  you  have  the  news  of  the  Day. 

Judge  Pawling. 


[No  2445.] 
Interceding  far  JoncJi  Woody  under  Sentence  of  Death, 

Warrick  July  19th  1779. 
Hsn'd  Sir.  I  should  not  presume  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  this,  had  I  not 
rtMlrcd  D«Ter  to  set  my  hand  to  any  Petition  in  behalf  of  any  person  Condemned  by 
ttft  Laws  of  his  Oountry;  during  the  present  Contest.  Yet  as  the  Relations  of  Jonas 
Wtol  are  nigh  neighbors  to  me,  &  have  requested  that  I  should  sign  the  Petition  in 
btbalf  of  their  Son,  or  rather  that  your  Ehccellency  might  be  made  acquainted  with 
tfet  Clisract^r  of  the  Family.  I  must  in  Justice  to  them  say  that  old  Mr.  Wood  & 
^tmilj  (as  far  as  my  Acquaintance  with  them  has  reached)  have  allways  appeared  ft 
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Acted  as  true  Frionds  to  their  Country;  the  old  GenUemmn  has  Imt  om  Son  la  thii 
place,  who  haa  been  renr  forward  to  do  hia  duty  on  all  Occa8aloii%  eapedally  la  detect- 
ing  the  private  Enemies  of  our  Country. 

As  to  the  person  Condemned,  I  hare  no  acaualntance  with  him,  nerertheleta  the 
good  Chamcter  friendly  disposition  ft  actions  that  this  part  of  the  family  hat*  ahewa 
towards  their  Country,  I  hope  may  Incline  your  Excell'y  to  think  it  ConslataBt  ie 
reliere  them  from  the  seyere  distress  they  suffer  from  this  unhappy  affair. 

Your  Excellency  will.  I  hope  pardon  this  Intrusion,  ft  believe  me  t*  be  with  the 

greatest  respect.  Your  Most  Obdt.  Humb'e  Serv't 

DanL  Oaao. 
GoTemor  Clinton. 


[No.  2446.] 

THE  SULLIVAN  EXPEDITION. 

Failure  to  Receive  Cammismry  Supplies  Delays  the  Advance— 
Oeneral  SuUivan's  Apprehensions. 

Camp  Lake  Otsego  July  20th  1779. 

Dear  Brother,  Yours  of  the  13th  instant  with  its  enclosures 
have  been  received  yesterday;  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the 
Information  they  contain. 

We  still  remain  here  in  the  most  anxious  Expectation  of 
marching  Orders  from  Genl.  Sullivan,  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of 
his  last  Letter  dated  the  11th  inst.  which  contain  all  the  Intelli- 
gence I  am  possessed  of,  at  present,  worth  relating:  by  it  you 
will  see  that  it  is  generaly  expected  the  Enemy  mean  to  harrass 
the  Troops  under  my  Command,  on  their  march  down  the  river^ 
I  have  had  Scouts  out  constantly,  but  have  never  been  able  to 
make  the  least  Discouveries  of  them. 

You  will  also  see  that  Genl.  Sullivan  intends  to  notifie  you 
of  the  exact  time  I  am  to  leave  this  Place;  this  Information  you 
will  receive  before  it  can  reach  me;  it  will  require  about  seven 
days  to  proceed  to  Anagbquaga,  so  that  you  will  be  able  to 
aflix  the  time  Lt.  Col.  Pauling  is  to  march. 

I  will  give  you  the  earliest  notice  of  the  day  I  am  to  leave 
this  Place,  tlio'  I  wou'd  not  wish  you  to  wait  for  my  Letter,  as 
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from  anforeseen  accidents  and  delays,  the  Express  may  deceive 

you.     I  am,  dear  Brother,  yours  sincerely 

James  Clinton. 
Tiov'r  Clinton. 


Gejnbral  Sullivan  to  i/ames  Clinton. 

Head  Quarters  Wyoming  July  11th  1779. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  this  moment  favoured  with  yours  of  the  6th 
instant,  am  happy  to  find  you  in  such  perfect  readiness.  I  have 
been  disappointed,  and  delayed  respecting  Provision  and  Stores 
in  the  most  surprising  manner.  I  hope,  however,  to  march  in 
a  few  Days,  and  shall  notifie  you  in  the  manner  you  mention, 
ilso  Governor  Clinton.  It  is  agreed  in  Council  that  this  army 
is  to  reach  Tioga  by  the  Day  prefixed  for  your  march,  that  we 
may  be  ready  to  move  up  the  Susquehanna  to  meet  and  couver 
Tou,  in  case  we  find  the  Enemy  bending  their  Force  against  you, 
which  I  have  great  reason  to  expect.     Genl.  Washington*  has 

•From  New  Windsor.  July  1,  1779,  Washington  wrote  Sullivan: 

I  hare  Just  received  a  letter  from  Genl.  Clinton  at  Canajoharle,  which  has  filled  me 
«:th  inexpressible  concern,  as  I  apprehend  the  worst  consequence  to  the  Expedition 
Bcder  joar  ccznmaod,  from  the  measures,  which  have  been  pursued  there.  My  inten- 
tion, and  wbicb  I  thougrht  sufficiently  explained  and  known  to  you.  was,  that  the  Troops 
ard«r  the  command  of  Genl.  Clinton  should  be  at  Canajoharle  and  in  the  vicinity 
»:tb  Boats  ready  to  proceed  up  the  Mohawk  River,  or  across  to  Otsego,  as  you  should 
usder  a  full  consideration  of  all  circumstances  and  information  resolve  on;  and  that. 
^  tb«  latter  abould  be  the  choice,  he  should  move  rapidly  over,  quite  light,  with  a 
r:£ci<:Qt  stock  of  provisions  and  stores  only  to  serve  him  till  he  could  form  his  Junc- 
tion with  you  at  Tioga,  where  every  thing  was  to  be  provided. 

Instead  of  this  he  had  transported,  and  by  the  last  accts.  was  transporting.  Pro- 
Ts.ona  and  stores  for  his  whole  Brigade  three  months,  and  220  or  30  Battoaux  to  receive 
t^*A:  by  which  means,  in  the  place  of  having  his  design  concealed  till  the  moment 
c!  execution  and  forming  his  Junction  with  you,  in  a  manner  by  surprise,  it  is 
Ai^ouEced.  the  enemy  watching  him,  and,  instead  of  moving  light,  rapidly,  and  undis- 
rrrered.  he  goes  encuml>ered  with  useless  supplies,  and  has  his  defence  weakeaed  by 
-«  tttectioo  be  must  pay  to  convoy  and  the  length  of  his  line,  at  a  time  when  more 
that  probable,  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  will  be  employed  to  oppose  him.  I  did 
=3t  eipreasly  require  that  Genl.  Clinton,  in  case  of  his  forming  a  Junction  with  you 
at  Tioga,  should  proceed  without  provisions  and  stores;  but,  from  the  whole  scope  and 
•jKor  of  our  several  conversations  on  the  subject,  the  difficulties  and  dangers  that 
v«r«  ftpprebended  in  ye  rout,  the  preparations  that  were  making  for  the  whole  force 
n  tlM  Sasqaebanna.  A  other  circumstances,  I  had  not  a  doubt  of  its  being  fully  under- 
■M,  Aod  took  it  for  granted,  when  he  was  placed  under  your  orders,  that  he  would 
^▼«  b*«n  Instructed  accordingly.    •    •    •    I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


150  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

wrote  me  as  he  has  you,  but  I  have  undeceived  him,- by  shewing* 

him,  that  in  case  you  depended  on  our  magazine  for  Stores,  we 

must  all  starve  together,  as  the  Comissaries  have  deceived  ns  in 

every  article.     You  will,  therefore,  bring  forward  the  Provision 

I  directed.     I  thank  you  for  the  Intelligence  contained  in  your 

Letter  &c.     I  am  &c. 

Jno.  Sullivan. 
Genl.  Clinton. 

Copy. 


[No.  2447.] 

^A    Raid   on   Mimsinh — Albert    Pawling   Asks   for    and    Reoeive$ 

Instructions, 

Marbletown,  July  22d  1779. 
D'r  Sir,  By  accounts  this  moment  rec'd  by  Express  from 
Lieut.  Colo.  Johnson  I  hear  the  Enemy  have  burnt  Minisink  & 
surrounded  Fort  Vanaken,  where  this  Fort  is  or  what  Men  are  in 
it,  I  know  not.  I  have  no  men  lower  than  Leuring  Kill  except- 
ing a  Sergt.  &  20  at  Pienpeck.  I  wish  as  w^e  are  under  march- 
ing orders  to  the  Westward  to  have  your  Directions  how"  to  con* 
duct  myself  in  this  affair.     I  am,  with  respect,  your  most  obed't 

Hbl.  Serv't 

A.  Pawling. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[July  22,  1779.] 
Dear  Sir,  I  have  this  Moment  received  your  Letter  of  equal 
Date  containing  the  disagreeable  Intelligence  transmitted  yon 
by  Expres-s  from  Lieut.  Colo.  Johnson  of  the  destruction  of  Mini- 
sink  by  the  Enemy  and  of  their  having  surrounded  Fort  Van 
Akeii.     1  am  eciually  ignorant  with  yourself  where  this  Fort  is 


\ 
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fiitnatedy  how  constracted,  or  by  what  Troops  it  is  Oarrisoued. 
It  is,  therefore,  &  because  I  am  uncertain  what  Moment  you  may 
receive  orders  to  march,  very  difficult  for  me  to  determine  what 
Directions  to  give  you  on  this  Ocassion.  I  am  pcrswadcd  how- 
ever it  must  be  a  very  Inconsiderable  Party  of  the  Kneniy  who 
have  alarmed  the  Inhabitants  &  done  the  present  MisHchief  at 
Minisinck  &  that  they  will  not  attempt  to  continue  any  Time  at 
that  Place.  The  Situation  of  our  Army  to  the  Westward,  who  I 
have  good  Reason  to  believe  are  at  this  Instant  on  their  March 
from  Wyoming  to  Chemung  confirms  me  in  this  Opinion.  This 
being  the  Case,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  before  any  Part 
of  jour  Troops  coud  reach  Minisink  the  Enemy  will  have  done 
all  the  Injury  in  their  Power  &  left  that  Place.  I  think,  how- 
ever, it  woud  be  proper  on  this  Occassion  to  put  part  of  your 
Deiachment  in  Motion  towards  that  Place;  it  may  ]}4»  of  I'm:  at 
I^^*:  to  advance  them  as  far  as  Mamacotting,  from  nhich  Place 
ti-rj  -^r.  readilly  join  you,  without  Fati^-guing  them,  and  if  wh^^n 
tl-rj  ijr>e  thrre.  you  shoud  not  learn  that  the  Knemy  have  Jeft 
y..-  ->^,iL  T.>-  win  of  Course  at  all  Kvents  march  the'^rj  on  :o  rh'? 
B»rl'-rf  '.f  ti-it  Jfettlement  with  order*  however  ro  join  voo  with 
1--  ;•>-!=.": -1-r  D>M:ch  after  'he  Dep'jrure  of  the  Krieruv,  Vo.i 
v_.  _if  7-21  I>r-:-  Colo.  JohiijK^n  of  'he  orders  ;.o'j  i/^^v  ay*':  *o 

*'-  1  ?  L^  :f  'Ir  MJ^I tli  a*  L'-a;.  r-e  le  e**^:/  o:-  •:-!•.  0',^a.**i,^:..    1 
'-U.T  :.•  iT-iji-r-l  'Ir:  iiA:'':L:i.i'  Order*  v'-::  :«ei*>.:-  '*£:>  '>:,.;.  *  /  -j 

*^:.'I  I^i'-r  :-rl'T-T-ri  f^vIL  11*:.      I  hZL,  ic':. 
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Washington  Commends  Colonel  Fleury  and  JTndoraef  Hi8  JL| 

for  a  Furlough.  , 

Head-Quarters,  West  Point,  2o  July, 

Sir,    Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleury,t  having  communicai 

his  intention  to  return  to  France  at  the  present  juncture, 

matters  interesting  to  himself,  I  have  thought  proper  to 

this  letter  to  testify  to  Congress  the  favorable  opinion 

tain  of  his  conduct.    The  marks  of  their  approbation, 

received  on  a  former  occasion,  have  been  amply  justified 

his  subsequent  behaviour.     He  has  signalized  himself  il 

than  one  instance  since;  and  in  the  late  assault  of  Stony' 

he  commanded  one  of  the  attacks,  was  the  first  that  ent« 

enemy's  works,  and  struck  the  British  fiag  with  his  ownr 

as  reported  by  General  Wayne.     It  is  but  justice  to  him 


*For  strategic  reasons  WashiDgton  on  June  23  traDsfeired  his  beaquarteitf 
Windsor.  By  this  change  he  waa  brought  into  closer  touch  with  his  wldelf 
command  on  both  sides  of  the  Hudson.  The  main  body  of  the  army  rea 
Smith's  Clove  under  command  of  General  Putnam.  General  McDougall 
capable  of  the  subordinate  generals  was  gtven  the  command  of  West  Point  i 
become  an  objt'Ct  of  solicitude  wlt^  Washington.  The  Brigades  of  Nixon, 
and  Huntington  were  placed  on  the  E>ast  bank  of  the  river.  The  first  at  < 
Island,  the  second  opposite  West  Point,  and  Huntington's  guarding  tthe  maUi 
Fishkill.  the  whole  force  commanded  by  General  Heath  recently  detached  from 
mand  of  Boston  and  ordered  to  headquarters. 

July  21,  Washington  established  his  headquarters  at  West  Point  and  remall 
till  December,  when  the  array  went  Into  winter-quarters.  It  was  during  thi 
that  the  strong  works  at  West  Point  and  its  vicinity  were  chiefly  construct! 
of  the  time,  two  thousand  five  hundred  men  were  daily  on  fatigue  duty.  1 
wing  of  the  army,  consisting  of  the  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Vir^nia  tro 
commanded  by  General  Putnam;  the  left  wing,  composed  of  the  Conncrticut 
and  some  of  the  Massachusetts  regiments,  was  under  General  He«th.  and  po&tl 
Highlands  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  The  centre,  or  garrison  of  West  Pi 
under  the  immediate  command  of  General  McDougaJl.— State  Historian. 

■fSoptember   27.    1779,    Congr<««   gave    Colonel   Fleury    nine   months'-  leave  of 

October  1,  1779,  the  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  their  report  rcsp«-ct 
tenant-colonpl  Fleury.  brought  In  a  report;  whereupon. 

RcMoh'fd  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  «eal,  activity,  nillitail 
and  gallantry  of  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury,  which  he  has  exhibited  on  a  vi 
occasions  during  his  service  in  the  armies  of  these  states,  wherein,  while 
rendered  <8s»:ntJaI  benefit  to  the  American  cause,  he  has  deservedly  ncqui 
et-teem  of  the  army  and  giained  unfading  reputation  for  himself.— Journals  of  0 

July  iCk  [ITVyi— This  mornlnR.  General  Wayne,  with  the  light  infantry,  coi-sl 
about  twelve  hundred  men,  drawn  from  tho  whole  of  the  American  army  on  o« 
of  the  North  Klver,  Purprlsod  the  British  parrison.  consisting  of  five  hui.-ln 
commaiidod    by   a   Colonel   Johnson,    In    their  works  at   Stony   Point,   on   the  w 

iTho  riiutoii  MJJ.^.  are  lamentably  deficient  in  information  regarding  the  fc 
Stony  Point,  July  K,  1779,  which  will  account  for  the  number  of  foot  notes  folk 
State  Historian. 
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that,  in  the  different  stations  in  which  he  has  been  em- 
.  he  has  rendered  services  of  real  utility,  and  has  acquitted 

{  Ferry,  and  made  the  whole  prisoners,  with  the  loss  of  four  Americans 
d  General  Wayne  slightly  wounded.* 

tachment  marched  in  two  divisions,  and  about  one  o'clock  came  up  to  the 
pickets,  who,  by  firing  their  pieces,  gave  the  alarm,  and  with  all  possible 
I  to  the  fort,  from  every  quarter  of  which,  in  a  short  time,  they  made  an 
flre  upon  our  people.  They,  with  fixed  bayonets  and  uncharged  pieces,  ad- 
1th  quick  but  silent  motion,  through  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry,  till 
rer  the  abbatis.  and  scrambling  up  the  precipices,  the  enemy  called  out, 
a.  yc  danin'd  ret>els;  come  on!"  Some  of  our  people  softly  answered.  "Don't 
h  a  hurr>-,  my  lads;  we  will  be  with  you  presently."  And  accordingly  in  a 
e  than  twenty  minutes  from  the  time  the  enemy  began  first  to  fire,  our 
ercomlng  all  obstructions  and  resistance,  entered  the  fort  Spurred  on  by 
Ltment  of  the  former  cruel  bayoneting,  which  many  of  them  and  others  of 
^  had  experienced,  and  of  the  more  recent  and  savage  barbarity  of  plundering 
z.fi  unguarded  towns,  murdering  old  and  unarmed  men.  abusing  and  forcing 
s  woxitco,  and  reducing  multitudes  of  innocent  people  from  comfortable  11  v- 
i  most  distreeeful  want  of  the  means  of  subsistence: — deeply  affected  by  these 
rl-i*,  our  people  entered  the  fort  with  the  resolution  of  putting  every  man 
^rd;  but  the  cry  of  "  Mercy!  mercy!  dear  Americans!  mercy!  quarter!  brave 
'!  (luarter!  quarter!"  disarmed  their  resentment  in  an  instant:  insomuch  that 
D'El  Johnson,  the  commandant,  freely  and  candidly  acknowledges  that  not  a 
lood  was  spilt  unnecessarily.  Oh,  Britain!  turn  thine  eye  inward, — behold, 
I*?  at  thyself! 

FUury,  who  commanded  the  van-guard  and  behaved  with  his  usual  gai- 
ts the  first  man  who  mounted  the  bastion  and  ^"^ck  thi»  "r'tl^  jag.  All 
s  and  men  behaved  with  remarkable  bravery.  They  were  even  emulous  to 
h.>  Forlorn  Hope,  which  was  decided  by  lot.  when  one  gentleman  thereby 
from  that  command,  spoke  of  himself  as  a  child  of  misfortune  from  the 
:1^  the  other  leaped  for  Joy. 

An:-  ricari.*,  about  twenty-five  are  killed,  and  upwards  of  fifty  wounded, 
:.:  a.-e  Gtineral  Wayne,  who  received  a  slight  wound  on  the  side  of  his  face;* 
y,  ,;i  I'< .nnsylvauia.  a  wound  in  his  thigh;  and  of  Colonel  Meigs's  regiment, 
;.  ;;,-,  vkoundcd  in  the  arm;  Captain  Selden.  badly  in  the  hip;  Lieutenant 
:Li  arm  and  thigh;  Ensign  Hall.  In  the  hip,  and  his  arm  broken;  five  of 
i   ;-nvates  arc  dead,  the  rest  likely  to  recover. 

L' Tiiv  killed,  about  sixty;  and  of  whom  was  Colonel  Few,  of  the  17th 
^vho  wa-i  loo  obstinate  to  submit,  and  another  officer  who  has  died  of  hia 
],■  ij-  woundod  are  also  supposed  to  be  about  sixty,  among  whom  are  two  or 
--.  Th  •  iTlsoners  of  the  enemy  amount  to  four  hundred  and  five,  including 
d.ir  t.  IJ^'Utenaiit-Colonel  Johnson,  of  tho  17th  regiment,  and  twenty-three 
>.  ail  of  whom  are  to  be  sent  off  to  Pennsylvania. 

■>  i:::?:-.'i.t-r3  are  two  sons  of  Bt-verly  Robinson,  (of  New  York,  now  a  Colonel 
o  ■•:"  tco  eiK^my  against  his  country!)  and  u  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Auch- 
r«  '  Uir  «.<f  Trinity  Church.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  these  three  were 
::  ul!i'  '  rs  from  being  sacrificf^d  to  the  rosi'ntment  of  tho  soldiery,  who 
:  T:.  r-raliate  upon  them  with  bayonets,  (the  usage  our  people  have  re- 
.  VI  d  from  tho  British  troops.)  they  begged  for  mercy,  and  to  excite  pity, 
•  r-:   Amcrican.s.     This  pica  proving  them  to  be  traitors  as  well  as  t-nemiea, 

;i.:.r1.i.t  in  tlnglacd  says:  '"Tho  ^Vmerican  account  of  Stony  Point  Is  as 
i.i:.vlc-  of  their  tourago  as  tho  French  displayt-d  ot  their  manoeuvres  in 
Tfjf  fac  t  is.  that  they  surprised  the  garrison,  and  bayoneted  tlio  men  after 
.  r  V  i>  Iliad*.'.  Had  Colonel  Johnson  and  his  party  \>*H^n  prepared  for  their 
.-  Aii.»!i'.ans  would  hav«»  flfd  at  the  very  sight  of  the  IJrllish  bayoni^s; 
.  .tS"  have  as  disgraerfully  retroattd  without  making  the  attempt,  as  they 
.j.Tt  luards  abandoned  the  cohfiuest  they  had  made."— r/)roff,  v.  n>y. 

L'aiJant  General  Wayne  rt-celvt  d  hl.s  wound  In  stormini?  tho  fort  at  Stony 
an  a  good  d«ai  stapKcred,  and  fell  upon  one  knee.  But  the  moment  he 
•ir. sf'lf.  he  called  to  his  aids,  who  supported  him.  and  said.  "I^ad  mo 
i   arn   mortally  wounded,  let  nic  die  In  tho  fort."— .Vcir  Hampshirv  Gnzctte. 
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himself  in  every  respect  as  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit,  m 
whose  talents,  zeal,  activit}-,  and  bravery,  alike  entitle  him  to  pu 

naturally  increased  the  fury  of  the  soldiers,  who  were  upon  the  point  of  plonfia 
bayonets  into  tticir  breasts,  when  they  were  restrained  by  their  offlcci*.— New  Tor 
Journal.  August  2. 

Rlvington,  in  the  Royal  Gazette  of  July  21.  gives  the  following  "  best  account  yet."  ( 
this  action:—"  We  are  informed  that  a  large  detachment  of  the  rflbel  army,  commandi 
by  Mr.  Wayne,  laj»i  Friday  morning,  about  one  o'clock,  attacked  tbe  fort  at  Stony  Pottt 
on  the  Hudson  River,  garrisoned  by  the  17th  regiment,  two  companies  of  grenadiera  ( 
the  7Lst,  one  company  of  Colonel  Beverly  Robinson's  regiment,  under  tbe  command  c 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson  of  the  17th  regiment.  The  enemy  were  repulsed  stren 
Uiuea,  and  lost  a  considerable  number  of  killed  on  the  spot,  but  being  supported  by  Xi 
Washington  with  the  main  body  of  the  rebel  army,  the  garrison  gave  way  to  a  vai 
superiority  of  numbers.    The  loss  of  toe  enemy,  ihcugb  considerable,  ia  not  yet  knowi 

"  Of  the  British  troops,  thirty  were  killed,  including  Colonel  Few  of  the  17th  regl 
ment.  forty-eight  wounded,  and  two  hundred  and  six  prisoners.  On  Sunday  some  rebi 
provision  vessels  attempting  to  pass  down  tbe  river  by  Verplank's  to  Stony  Point,  wer 
prevented  by  a  severe  cannonade  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Webster,  who  commands  i> 
and  has  very  effectually  defended  that  post,  which  is  now  become  perfectly  secure,  i 
the  rebels,  baffled  in  their  attempts  upon  Verplank's  Point,  on  Monday  ecocuaU 
Stony  Point,  and  it  was  that  evening  again  taken  possession  of  by  tbe  British  forcei 
Amongst  the  enemy's  wounded,  was  Mr.  Wayne,  who  commanded  the  attack." 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  spirit  and  Intrepidity  of  our  brave  coanUymen  in  stormlo 
and  carrying  the  British  fortress  at  Stony  Point.  It  demonstrates  that  the  Americ&c 
have  soIdienE  equal  to  any  in  the  world:  and  that  they  can  attack  and  vanquish  tb 
Britons  In  their  strongest  works.  No  action  during  the  war,  performed  by  tbe  Britis 
military,  has  equalled  this  coup  de  main.  Tbe  generosity  shown  by  our  men  to  tb 
vanquished,  when  the  parties  of  our  enemy  arc  repeating  th^r  savage  barbariUei 
whenever  they  come  by  surprise,  is  unexampled.  How  much  more  hooorable  *n 
manly  is  it  to  carry  fortresses  sword  in  hand,  than  to  bum  defenceless  towns,  so 
distress  unarmed  citizens,  and  even  women  and  children?  What  action  has  Clinto 
to  boast  of.  this  campaign,  that  may  be  compared  with  this  master-piece  of  soldiertbi 
by  General  Wayne?  And  bow  much  provocation  had  be  to  have  bayoneted  the  wbol 
British  jsarrison.  when  he  recollected  bow  cruelly  the  British  bad  massacred  the  me 
he  commanded  some  time  ago.  who  fell  into  their  merciless  bands?  How  maoy  < 
thise  bravo  nien  were  killed  in  cold  blood,  after  they  could  make  no  resistance 
Olsnton  must  be  highly  chagrined  at  this  conquest,  and  employ  some  good  pen  t 
disguise  and  palliate  this  affair  at  the  court  of  London.  He  has  exceeded  Howe  in  tt 
fenvity  and  savageness  of  his  exploits:  but  perhaps  will  not  succeed  better  than  be  1 
ncoomplishing  the  designs  of  Britain.— New  Hampshire  Gaxette.  July  S7. 

From  Light  Infantry  Camp,  heights  of  Haverstraw.  SPtii  October.  1779,  General  Wsyi 
wroti-  10   M.i:nr   C.*r.oral   L<.v:     I^car   Sir.   I   re:'d  ycur  ^ery  polite  favor  of  the  lUi 
Augu^:.  Anne   :;ir.v    s.:..\-tu:   n;y   r-iP'-'s  ar.d   baggage  being  at  a  Dlscancc.  cculd  n 
.^•n4ply   w;:.i   \iur   Jir.iu^*:   as   s:cr.   .*^   I   wi*-" 3— Enclosed  you'l  find  ?he  Disposition 
Att.irk.  k  \lx\if:\  »k::.->.  cf  Stiry  r.;r:— wr.j--  I  tc*ok  a  few  days  previous  to  the  aswu: 

Tl.t  t :.,!  :u.ir.;:*  j  ^  u  at<  p'.i^sfd  to  pas*  on  tLai  affair— gives  a  sensation  which 
I  a:.  r..urli  ibrtttr*  feci  than  express,  because  they  come  from  a  Gentleman  of  tl 
ftr*t  c\ih::«:.vC    \k^osi    Military  ab;litles  stard  high  in  this  age  of  the  World. 

v^ixe  me  ]<a\c  to  A**ure  you  Sir^-thal  if  I  have  fought  with  some  success— yo' 
Ap;  :^'>baii.^-..  xi  my  Oonduvt.  adds  r.ci  a  little  to  the  pleasure  I  experience  on  tb 
vVc4i5:on. 

luttriui  1  am  with  much  Esioen:  Your  nr.o*:  obt.  ^  very  Hum.  SerVt 

Anty.  Wayne 
Major  G^T.l    l.<^. 


hx  Infantry  H<'ad  Ou«:ter#  Fo::  M.-r-Tgonr-crr  iMh  July  :7T9. 

will  inar»'b  tb:s  day  at  twilre  o'rlo.-k  ard  more  by  tbe  right,  making 
M  telt  at  the  crin^t^  or  rur  on  th:s  stde  Cleziests's.    Erery  Ofllccr  and  non  coi 
I  cUAc«r  «iU  rvmalr  with  and  be  ar.swerabie  for  every  man  in  their  platooi 
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notice.  He  has  intimated  to  me  a  desire  to  obtain  a  fur- 
or a  few  months.     I  doubt  not  Congress  will  be  disposed 

to  be  permitted  to  quit  the  ranks  on  any  pretence  whatever  until  a  general 
de,  and  then  to  be  attended  by  one  of  the  Officers  of  the  Platoon. 
le  van  of  the  troops  arrive  in  the  rear  of  the  hill  Z  Colonel  Febeger  will 
egimcnt  into  a  solid  column  of  a  half  platoon  In  front  as  fast  as  they  come 
el  Meigs  will  form  next  in  Febeger's  rear,  and  Major  Hull  in  the  rear  of 
»e  will  compose  the  right  column. 
Butler  will   form  his  regt.  In  a  column  on  the  left  of  Febeger,  and  Major 

I  his  rear.  Every  Officer  and  Soldier  are  then  to  fix  a  piece  of  white  paper 
St  conspicuous  part  of  bis  hat  or  Cap  to  distinguish  him  from  the  EInemy. 

le  order  is  given  to  march,  Colonel  Fleury  will  take  command  of  one  hun- 
flfty  determined  and  picked  men  properly  officered,  and  with  their  arms 
placing  their  whole  dependence  on  the  bayonet  vrill  move  about  twenty 
font  of  the  right  column  by  the  route  No.  1,  and  enter  the  sally  port  C; 

II  Detach  an  officer  and  twenty  men  a  little  In  front  with  orders  to  secure 
s.  remove  the  Abbates  and  other  obstructions,  that  the  column  may  pasa 
hich  will  follow  close  in  the  rear  with  shouldered  musquets  under  Colo, 
ith  General  Wayne  in  person. 

e  works  are  forced  and  not  before  the  victorious  troops  as  they  enter  will 

watchword   with  repeated  and  loud   voice,  and  drive  the  enemy  from  their 

!uns. 

he  enemy  refuse  to  surrender  or  attempt  to  make  their  escape  by  water  or 

vigorous  means  must  be  used  to  force  them  to  the  former,  and  prevent  their 

ing  the  latter. 

Sutler  will  move  by  the  rout  No.  2  preceeded  by  one  hundred  men  with  un- 

IS  &  fixed  bayonets  under  the  Command  of  Major  Steward  who  will  observe 

of  twenty  yards  in  front  of  the  column  which  will  immediately  follow  under 

ind  of   Col.   Butler  and  enter  the  Sally  ports  C  or  D.    Major  Steward  will 

I  a  proper  officer  and  twenty  men  a  little  in  front  to  secure  the  sentries  &c. 
s  they  enter  the  works  they  are  to  give,  and  continue  the  watch  word  to 
nfusion  and  mistake. 

urfrce  will  follow  Colonel  Butler  to  the  first  figiire  3,  when  he  will  divide 
The  rlRht  and  left,  and  wait  the  attack  on  the  right  which  will  be  his  signal 
k  keep  up  a  perpetual  and  gauling  fire,  and  endeavor  to  enter  and  possess 
1.  n. 

(Idior  presumes  to  take  his  musquet  from  his  Shoulder,  attempts  to  fire,  or 
battle  "till   ordered  by  his  proper  officer  ho  shall  be  instantly  put  to  death 

er  next  him:   for  the  cowardice  or  misconduct  of  one  man  is  not  to  put  the 

danper  or  disorder  with  impunity. 

ps   in    advancing  to   the  works  will   observe   the   strictest.   &   most  profound 
i  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  the  commands  of  their  Officers, 
as  the   lines  are  carried,   the  officers   of  artillery  with   the  men   under  their 
will   take   possession  of  the  Cannon,   turn  them  on   the  shiping  and  the  post 
•ks  point   so  as  to  facilitate  the   attack  on   that  quarter. 

ral  has  the  fullest  confidenre  in  the  bravfry  .and  fortitude  of  the  Corps  he 
•ir'Piness    to    command:    and    the    distinguished    honor    conferred    on    every 

•foldier  who  have  been  drafted  into  this  Corps  by  his  Excellency  General 
r-..    the    credit    of    the    States    they    respectfully    belong    to.    and    their    own 

will   be  such  powerful  excitements  to  each  man  to  distinguish  himself  that 

I I  cannot  have  the  least  doubt  of  a  glorious  victory.  And  as  a  further  en- 
:  ♦.  he  engages  to  reward  the  first  man  who  enters  the  work  with  five 
>llar.=  .  and  immediate  promotion,  to  the  second  four  hundred,  to  the  third, 
r.-d.  to  the  fourth  two  hundred.  &  to  the  fifth  one  hundred  dollars,  and  will 
:h.-    conduct   of  every   officer   and   soldier   who   distinguishes   himself  on    this 

fh^  most  favorable  point  of  view  to  his  Excellency  who  receives  the  greatest 

rewarding  merit.     Out  should  there  be  any  Soldier  so  lost  to  every  feeling, 

e  of  honor,  -as  to  attempt  to  retreat  one  single  foot,   or  shrink  in   the  face 

the   officer    next   him   Is  immediately  to   put   him  to   death   that  he   may  no 

fa  our  own. 


\ 


\ 


lo  jjranl  him  t*very  indulgence,  which  can 
inielv.     1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

[To  \\\r  President  of  Toujrivss.] — From  Sji 


[No.  244S.] 
Thr  Friends  of  ynr  York  in  Vrnnont  tiyhow 

Hrattleb. 

May  ii  j»U*ase  your  Kxielk-n«y,   A  oonsi' 

Iiiliabiiauis   nf   <'ninlM-rhind    Cnunry    froi- 

1.'!  c-  T  il:M;r.i'  •    t!i»-   iiaiuf  i>f  a  soMier.   or  the  Cori>«  or  ■ 
As  i;«:.i;iil    W.iyi  ♦•   is    il- itT!:i:::vJ   to  ?liart»   tbr    danger 
l-:irT;i"p.i{.-  .•:'  il:  ■  ::U»:y  of  lii'^  d:iy  ir.  »ot!;!r.o:i   with  his  i- 
True  C'.iv   :!-':ii  i\w  i>rii:ir:al  Ord-  r>. 

II.  ^v 

T.-.    II.!.    V...:-r   i:   -..!     L-..       :■•:..  n:   ih .    N- w   Y-.rk   !':s:ori. 


j  Aticu"'.   2.    1"' 

I  -.  .L"   S  '■      Y.'.:-  ^i\v«r  t?  :h-^   --J  u'.r.   -\i:t:»»  lo  my  h:« 
j'  0-.  :\   >.    as   ::   il. -«rv.'*,   n-.y    w.-rii:t<t   tl::i:ik*.— I   have  alf- 

dV-.-r   ^>'   ..:•!'.■..  r   '.-'.t-.r  ..f  rho   l.'th   of   Po-'emr.,    whli« 
*•■■,-.■   .:■  :\    :>.id     wLrli    «':!:,  r   r.ipi^r-*    to   ror:>idcr.    prevc!. 
>':';■■   I   My    :■.:•.:■■. TV   wholly. 
i  Tl       .<•.!::•  «'^  <:-»:.. y   T-    :  t   '.U'.ly   l*"..   :7T0!   do-«  niurli 

j  :r     ..   ■  ..   •■  ,■•    .    i;:.j   1-.  !-..i'io  t";:»:r.     Thvy  wt-ro  ooiv 

I  .x.. ->   S'.iv    i:.-\*    \-  T\)<  ;-.jr:  of  :V.o  .irniy>  ironiraacdrd 

■  ;  :.i'::  -•.-  !    >  •  '  J'c   o:V:  ..r     Il.»d  i:   :o:   be*::   for  some  = 

'  ti,^::;   ^  iv   i-.  .  ■■.  ■;■■..-,    i-..'v; '..■,•,     Tl.-    i-\:ir.  wa-s  f^qualh 

w  ■•::•  :•     -:   .i--  .••  1  y   '   ;■.      -:     ■..!•.!.  Vut  for  d»:'.ays.  r 
.1  ■  1    :  .i~:  y    i>     v.  i-  ^    w  .;         »■•:►:    i-.or-:    lir.aToidabli' 
v'k":<  <   ;-i  ■!■.:   ■  ■!   >:   ':    .i    -V—y   .-    ca^'.    '.f-.'?  .-r-r.-.y   tlni' 
^  ;■.:•:.••—   ^-    •    •     ■  -   .[■:.:.  ••':<   ..    J     •::  r»>r   "'•    t**-^   #;tUDi:  ■ 

■  '.—  '.:    ■       <i    u  ••     ■■    —..\     *■•-    ■     •  "y    i-j-.-i'I      ;--iu*.-d    111- 
-•.  ■•■  ■■     .  •■  \  ".  :      1    >■ —    T--.'-       ;■  •':.      ■..    r\s   .i'.  S'cr.    y  poln' 
'    .  t"    •■!!.■•■    .■■     -  ■•    u.  s  *..■'■»    ■■ 

*  f.  .    !.-.....,    ■   ....   _;  ,  .     ■■,:<.,,,.«    -  ■..    a-xy:- *.    .ind 

^  '.'      «  •••■.'.     «   ■■■.    .    ^   -       •  ■    ■.       ;    v.. I-      •.  '  ''.:■'   J- ft  ■. 
"•    I  ■'   ■■  ■'  ■:  ■      -'■'.•*.*     '     »  '  '.    .i  ■!.  »r   :::  t.i?* 

.    v  ■       ■    -■       •-.-■•-  \    ■.  .  4    ..  ..       .  ..1    ., . -.     .;.•.-    ,  vrj 

,.  .-        .       .  >...;-»      IMII 
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■:■■-•       3v 


0"       '   '■ 

\ 

r.-.y  .•; 

\ 

Vk      ^ 

■  •,     -..i-' 

!■•••.*      '. 

;■  ♦ 

1 

..  -    .1    ■■ 

u:::  N.-V 

V          ■  ,    •     » 

t.-».i-!- 

»• 

*a  :  d  ^ 

r    ■ 

. 

•W.i^' 

1    1      ..      J 

\Vi% 

o'    ••- 

;■ 

^i<  •^ 

\      ■■ 

au:  *'Jrv' 

^« 

r     ■• 

«     '.    ■ 

Hk  ' 

■   -•".  ■   . 

-d    1 

!'_..      ^     . 

1.    juit 

re 

r-' 

jy  George  Tlinton. 


^f  their  Property  and  abusinj^ 
*  jt  was  first  made  to  me  I  refi 
:ite  to  the  Delinquents  threat 
tthe}'  desisted  from  such  Practi 
^p  mode  of  Proceeding  would  be 
ate,  but  as  I  apprehend  it  w 
ion  of  a  Process  from  the  ordina 
ble,  but  as  I  conceive  a  warrat 
Supreme  Court  to  the  ^5herif  wil 
Ireadily  obeyed,  I  have,  therefore, 
|>oiL  you  and  must  request  you  to 
i  for  apprehending  the  Offenders. 
^if  I  am  not  mistaken  they  have 
fon  send  the  warrant  to  the  Sherif 

M«r  McLieanp '  Saml.  Galsworthy,  Francis  De 

0,  Harris,  Ephm.  Taylor,  and  Mlnne  Durgor. 

i  WOL    Newton,    I^lnus  King.    John    B.    Dush, 

L    Burling.    John    Woods,    lien  J  n.     Wllliamii, 

'«,  Rhinelander,  Jas.  Coggeshall.  John  Milltnor. 

««iamln  James. 

t\    Moore,   Senr.,   and    David    BLatty,   uf   Ilenip- 

•     Caleb  Morgan,   Nath.   l-iiderhill.   Saml.   Mor- 
UN  Horton,   Junr.,    Wm.    Sutton,   Wni.    Barker. 

hf   reason  of   their   holding  Ofilccs  from   the 

><r  neglected  or  refused  to  associato  with  thoir 

A    by   their  countrymen   in   a   suspicious   light, 

11  for  the  safety  as  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 

critical,  arc  naturally  Ud  to  cout<ider  those  as 

I  their  aid  and  influonco": 

-Oliver  Dc  L#ancoy,  Cha».  W.  Apthorpo.  William 
ey,  Junr..  Wm.  Axtoll,  GoMbbrow  Ilariyar.  Gio. 
n.  Donald  McLean.  Chas.  Mi.KA'ors.  Benjr..  IIuc< 
■li  Walton,  Robert  Bayard.  To  tor  C  rah  it  in.  r^n.-r 
fiiows,  John  Walls,  Junr.,  and  Tlniinas  J(in<.K. 
iaudt  and  John  Knpalje. 
an  and  Christopher  Itillop. 

Saml.  Martin,  Thos.  Jones.  Arilnl.  IlamilTui;, 
Ludlow.  Whilrhcail  IIlckF,  Snnil.  CIow.s.  Ci'n. 
Gilbt.  Van  Wyrk,  John  Willi;tt.  I»:i\id  lini'iU-:. 
Tolhenius,  Benjri.  Whit.  hi*ad.  T!i'»mi:is  Sniiih. 
:':tt,  Wm.   Wtyinan,   Thos.   Hii;ky,   ;it   Ko'  kaway. 


.or  and  Richard  Morris. 
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to  grant  hiin  every  indulgence,  which  can  be  granted  with  pro- 
priety.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

[George  Washington.] 

[To  the  President  of  Congress.] — From  Sparks'  Washington. 


[No.  2448.] 
The  Friends  of  New  York  in  Tef^mont  Show  Signs  of  Despondenctj. 

Brattleboro,  July  28th  1779. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency,  A  considerable  number  of  the 
Inhabitants   of   Cumberland   County   from   Principles   of   Dutv 

longer  disgrace  the  name  of  a  soldier,  or  the  Corps  or  the  state  to  which  he  belongs 
As  General  Wayne  is  determined  to  share  the  danger  of  the  night,   so  he  wishes  tc 
participate  of  the  glory  of  the  day  in  common  with  his  fellow  soldiers. 
True  Copy  from  the  Original  Orders. 

H.  W.  Archer  Vol.  Aide  de  Camp. 
TOe  Hon  Major  Gcnl.  Lee.— From  the  New  York  Historical  Society  Collections. 


From  West  Point  Washington  wrote  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Gordon  under  date  oi 
August  2,  1779: 

Dear  Sir,  Your  favor  of  the  22d  ult.  came  to  my  hands  by  the  last  Post,  and  r<*- 
ceivcs,  as  it  deserves,  my  warmest  thanks. — I  have  also  to  acknowledge  myself  your 
debtor  for  another  letter  of  the  15th  of  Decemr.,  which  the  number  I  am  obliged  to 
write  and  read,  with  other  papers  to  consider,  prevented  my  answering  till  it  had 
slipped  my  memory  wholly. 

The  assault  of  Stoney  Point  [July  16,  1779]  does  much  honor  to  the  Troops  employed 
in  it.  as  no  men  could  behave  better.  They  were  composed  of  the  Light  Infantry  of 
every  State  (now  in  this  part  of  the  army)  commanded  by  Genl.  Wayne,  a  brave,  gal- 
lant and  sensible  officer.  Had  it  not  been  for  some  untoward  accidents,  the  stroke 
would  have  been  quite  compleat  The  plan  was  equally  laid  for  Verplank's  point,  and 
would  most  assuredly  have  succeeded,  but  for  delays,  partly  occasioned  by  high  winds. 
and  partly  by  means  which  were  more  unavoidable.— A  combination,  however,  of 
causes  produced  such  a  delay  as  gave  the  enemy  time  to  move  in  force,  and  render 
further  operations  dangerous  and  improper:  the  situation  of  the  Post  and  other  rir- 
cumstnnces  which  may  be  easily  guessed,  induced  me  to  resolve  a  removal  of  the 
stores,  and  the  destruction  of  the  works  at  Stoney  point  which  was  according  done  the 
third  day  after  it  was  taken. 

The  Enemy  have  again  repossessed  the  ground,  and  are  busily  employed  in  repair- 
ing the  works,  with  a  force  fully  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  spot,  which  in  its.  If. 
is  a  fortification— surrounded  as  it  is  by  a  deep  morass  exceedingly  difficult  of  arj-ess  • 
—The  rest  of  their  army  has  remained  very  quiet  ever  since,  extending  from  Philips 
on  the  No.  Ulver  to  East  Chester  on  the  Sound,  but  by  my  last  advlce»  from  the 
City  of  New  York,  transports  were  preparing  for  the  reception  of  troops  and  4  regi- 
mcnts  talked  of  as  a  reinforcement  to  Genl.  ProvoPt.  Though  I  think  it  not  vtry 
unlikely  (if  they  have  sailed,  of  which  I  have  no  advice)  that  they  should  have  f:or.<» 
towards  P(  nobscot.  oa  the  Uaisonablo  (a  64  gun  ship)  and  others,  arc  said  to  h:i\e 
sailed  for  that  place. 


•Washington  did  meditate  another  assault  on  Stony  Point,  as  he  wrote  to 
WayiM'  on  tin-  .Vtli :  "  I  %%-i.«!h  for  your  opinion,  as  a  friend,  not  aa  commandlnK  offlc*-: 
of  thn  li^ht  Troops.  wh«ther  anothor  attempt  upon  Stony  point  by  way  of  Furprlze  i« 
♦-llj^iMc  (in  any  other  manner,  undt^r  pn'Sfnt  appraranres  &  Information,  no  pood  I 
am  Furo  can  result  from  it.)  Lord  Cornwallls  is  undoubtedly  arrived,  and  1  have  li.- 
formation.  whirh  bears*  all  the  marks  of  authenticity,  that  Adml.  Arbuthnot.  with  th.' 
crai.d  (Ir.t.  left  Torbay  the  20th  of  May.  with  (as  it  is  said)  seven  thousand  Troop*. 
Tl.psiaii.-^  and  Pritlsh.  for  America.  A  deserter,  who  left  the  city  of  New  York  on 
Tunsday  Jn»t.  finya  it  was  reported  that  a  number  of  Transport*  had  arrived  at  Sandy 
ffnok.  I  linve  not  /joard.  nor  do  I  bcA\evo.  l\vivt  I^rd  Cornwallls  supersedes  Sir 
Ilnrry.  " 
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and  affection  to  the  State  of  New  York  not  haying  joined  with 
those  who  disclaim  its  authority;  for  the  sake  of  Union,  and  to 
give  themselves  greater  Weight  in  opposing  the  Exercise  of  an 
authority  w^hich  they  esteem  usurped,  have  since  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1778  chosen  Committees  to  conduct  their  opposition. 
Very  frequent  have  been  the  meetings  of  the  Committee  to  pre- 
sme  and  increase  the  Interest  of  New  York,  and  not  unfrequent 
their  Messages  to  your  Excellency. 

^^me  of  us  for  our  attachment  to  the  State  have  been  impris- 
oned fined  and  otherwise  harrassed;  &  several  of  those  who  con- 
tinue loyal  have  materially  suffered  in  their  Estates  for  their 
liovalty.  In  short.  Sir,  great  has  been  our  Trouble  &  Uneasiness 
occasioned  by  this  internal  Revolution,  exclusive  of  the  State  of 
anarchy  which  we  have  been  obliged  to  endure.  We  suffered 
all  with  Patience  and  Chearfulness,  hoping  that  Congress  would 
at  length  interfere,  and  do  Justice  to  the  State  of  N'ew  York  by 
rmmimending  to  the  revolted  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  &  use 
tlieii"  Influence  to  quiet  the  Disorders.  And  when  the  violent 
Measures  of  Vermont  had  attracted  the  Xotice  of  Congress  and 
^lireatened  to  disturb  the  Peace  of  the  Continent,  we  rejoiced  at 
^liat  bad  occasioned  Congress  to  attend  to  our  Difficulties, 
^^oucrh  otherwise  distressing. 

But  when  we  are  convinced  that  those  from  whom  we  expected 
J»<'lief,  by  public  Recommendations  and  private  advice  coun- 
^nance  what  we  before  thought  was  Rebellion,  and  instead  of 
'''^•porting  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  York,  advifie  its  Subjects  to  a 
■•niporary  Submission  to  Vermont  and,  (as  we  are  informed),  the 
^'fti'ers  of  Vermont  how  to  conduct  the  opposition  to  New  York; 
^♦are  discouraged,  &  think  it  needless  for  us  to  spend  our  time 
^li'l  Money,  and  perhaps  subject  ourselves  to  Trials  for  Treason 
•^•n  account  of  our  Duty  to  the  State. 
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We  shall,  however,  Sir,  have  one  Meeting  after  the  Betom  i 
onr  Representatives,  and  if  we  have  not  greater  reason  thaa  an 
we  have  yet  had,  to  beleive  the  State  will  speedily  be  reiintt» 
we  shall  then  be  nnder  a  Necessity  to  dissolve  oarselyes,  ft  sal 
mit  to  the  Powers  that  are,  though  with  great  Reluctance. 

We  believe,  Sir,  that  if  the  State  exerts  itself  immediately  an 
with  Spirit,  it  may  yet  retain  its  Jurisdiction  over  the  Grant 
and  we  shall  in  such  Case  do  all  in  our  Power  to  cooperate  wit 
Government:  But  if  matters  are  permitted  to  continue  in  the! 
present  unsettled  Situation  for  any  Length  of  time,  we  are  we 
convinced  that  Vermont  will  support  itself  as  they  daily  gai 
Strength  by  the  coming  in  of  new  Inhabitants. 

We  beg  Leave  to  return  your  Excellency  our  sincere  Thanki 

for  the  attention  you  have,  since  you  were  placed  in  the  Chaii 

of  Government,  paid  to  our  Distresses,  and  for  the  Trouble  yoi 

have  taken,  tho  yet  fruitless,  to  restore  Peace  to  this  nnhapn 

Country.    We  are.  Sir,  Your  most  Obed't  Hum:  Servant 

By  order  of  the  Com^e 

Samuel  Minott,  ChairmaiL 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


[Xo.  2449.] 
09itragf9  Committed  in  Westch€9i^  County  by  Refugees. 

Pokeepele  July  34th  1779. 

Sir,  Frequent  Complaints  have  been  made  to  me  of  late  o 

vii4ent  Outrages  committed  in  this  County   and    the   adjacen 

Part^  of  West  Chester  by  a  Number  of  Persons  atiling  then 

selves  Ktfusiiess*  making  free  Quarters   upon   the   Inhabitant 

•l";:ioT   :.l^  »**t   .-.'   t^.o   Pre T  :::::».■.   C::;i:T\'«w.    tbe   !ci3o-»-r,5   raaced  peraooft  "wen  coi 
Kw-Ka^-i^;  .'f^i^-   K^rdai:.  ax   Vt^zTi.    Tboma»».  F^ui-fclajr:   Joia  BoAIa.  Ctamfe.  < 
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isd  destroying  and  taking  away  their  Property  and  abusing  their 
Persons.  When  the  CJomplaint  was  first  made  to  me  I  referred 
it  to  the  Att'y  GenL,  who  wrote  to  the  Delinquents  threatning 
them  with  Prosecutions  unless  they  desisted  from  such  Practices, 
bat  without  effect.  The  proper  mode  of  Proceeding  would  be  an 
aH)lication  to  the  Civil  Majistrate,  but  as  I  apprehend  it  will 
be  difficult  to  effect  the  Execution  of  a  Process  from  the  ordinary 
Justice  of  the  Peace  to  a  Constable,  but  as  I  conceive  a  warrant 
from  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  the  Sherif  will 
have  more  weight  and  be  more  readily  obeyed,  I  have,  therefore, 
directed  the  Sufferers  to  wait  upon  you  and  must  request  you  to 
iasne  your  warrant  to  the  Sherif  for  apprehending  the  Offenders. 
They  are  at  least  Rioters  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken  they  have 
been  guilty  of  Felony.    When  you  send  the  warrant  to  the  Sherif 

/»  tht  City  amd  County  of  NeW'Tork.—PeteT  McLean, '  SamL  Galsworthy,  Francis  De 

U  Roach. 

/*  kidumond'Countif. —l&a&c  Decker,  Abm.  Harris,  Ephm.  Taylor,  and  Minne  Burger. 

l/«  tkf  City  and  Connty  of  New-York,]  Wm.  Newton,  Linus  King,  John  B.  Dash, 
Hetry  Law,  Theop.  Hardenbrook,  Saml.  Burling,  John  Woods,  Benjn.  Williams, 
Cbriitopher  Benson,  Wm.  Bayard,  Fredk.  Rhinelander,  Jas.  Coggeshall,  John  Milliner, 
tLd  Theot,   Bache. 

/«  Kin^i-county. — ^Theo.  Bache  and  Benjamin  James. 

i*  VHeriM-oo«n(y.— Chas.    Arden,   John    Moore,   Senr.,   and    David   Beatty,   of   Hemp- 

/^  W,Mtcius1er-county.— Fredk.  Phillips,  Caleb  Morgan,  Nath.  Underhill,  Saml.  Mer- 
^■^-  Peter  Come,  Peter  Huggeford,  James  Horton,  Junr.,  Wm.  Sutton,  Wm.  Barker, 
J^>ha&  Purdy.  and  Absalom  Gidney. 

"iie  following  named  persons  *'  who,  by  reason  of  their  holding  Offices  from  the 
K-:|  of  Great  Britain,  from  their  having  neglected  or  refused  to  associate  with  their 
f*.loT  tiiirens."  *'  have  been  considered  by  their  countrymen  in  a  suspicious  light, 
*^«-reby  it  hath  become  necessary  as  well  for  the  safety  as  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
^Pi«,  who,  in  times  so  dangerous  and  critical,  are  naturally  led  to  consider  those  as 
'-i-r  eE«mies  who  withhold  from  them  their  aid  and  influence": 

i*  the  City  and  County  of  New- York. —OHyer  De  Lancey,  Chas.  W.  Apthorpe,  William 
--ith  John  Harris  Cruger,  Jas.  Jauncey,  Junr.,  Wm.  Axtell,  Goldsbrow  Banyar,  Geo. 
'^^w^non.  Chas.  Nlooll.  Gerard  Walton,  Donald  McLean,  Chas.  McEvers,  Benjn.  Hug- 
It,  Wm.  McAdam,  John  Cruger,  Jacob  Walton,  Robert  Bayard.  Peter  Graham,  Peter 
'*^  SLiiack,  Ardrcw  Elliot,   David  Mathews,  John  Watts,  Junr.,  and  Thomas  Jones. 

^"  Kinffit-rtmnty—^ugUBtuB  Van  Cortlandt  and  John  Rapalje. 

^'  Ri^hmrfnd-county.—Beniamiu  Seaman  and  Christopher  Billop. 

^"  ^vtfn9-county. — Gabriel  Ludlow,  Saml.  Martin,  Thos.  Jones,  Archd.  Hamilton, 
^•ifJd  Coldea.  Ricbd.  Colden.  Geo.  D.  Ludlow,  Whitehead  Hicks,  Saml.  Clowes,  Geo. 
^"•I'Ot.  Saml.  Doughty,  Danl.  Kiseam,  Gilbt.  Van  Wyck,  John  Willett,  David  Brooks. 
'^^"1«  Hicks.  John  Townsend,  John  Polhemus.  Benjn.  Whitehead,  Thomas  Smith, 
^"3  Shoals,  Nathl.  Moore,  Saml.  Hallett,  Wm.  Weyman,  Thos.  Hicks,  at  Rockaway, 
^'^Moin  Lester. 

in  Wfttckettcr-county.— Solomon  Fowler  and  Richard  Morris. 
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I  wish  you  would  write  to  him  directing  him  to  call  upcm  me  fo 
an  Order  to  the  Command't  of  the  County,  as  I  am  determined  t 
call  out  the  Militia  to  aid  him  in  the  Execution  of  his  Office  upo 
this  Occasion  if  it  should  be  neceesary.  The  most  Tigoroa 
measures  ought  certainly  to  be  taken  to  suppress  these  Practicea 
Several  Persons  have  been  abused  by  these  People  who  to  mj 
Knowledge  are  of  the  fairest  Characters  and  undoubted  Friends 
to  the  Cause.    I  am  &c.  Geo:  Clinton. 

The  hon'ble  Mr.  Justice  Hobart. 


[No.  2450.] 

The  AffiUr  at  l[ini»ink — Governor  Clinton^s  Instructions  to  Colond 

Pawling. 

Marbletown  July  24th  1779. 

D'r  Sir,  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  Letter  I  last  night  rec'd  from 
Major  Van  Bunschoten  the  latest  Accounts  we  have  from  Mini- 
sink,  as  also  an  Acc't  of  the  Damages  committed  &ca.  I  al» 
send  two  Returns*  of  the  Men  under  my  Command  since  the 
date  of  which  several  men  have  joined  me.  I  shall  e're  I  leave 
this  make  you  another.  I  wish  to  have  one  of  them  eent  to  hia 
Excellency  Genl.  \Va.shington  as  I  have  no  Opportunity  from 
here.  I  would  be  glad  you'd  be  pleased  to  inclose  it  with  a  fen 
lines  to  him.  The  marching  Orders  I  alluded  to  in  my  Letter  o< 
the  day  before  yesterday's  Date  were  only  them  I  had  from  yoa 
I  am,  with  great  Esteem,  D'r  Sir,  Your  most  obed't  Hbl.  Serv't 

.  A.  FftwliBg. 

P.  S.    I  have  wrote  to  the  Major  not  iomanaoKw  «|  tke  De 
tachment. 
His  Excellency  Gov 

*See  pagt  107. 
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July  24th  1779. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  rec'd  your  Letter  of  this  Date  enclosing  the 
acc't  of  the  mischief  done  by  the  Enemy  at  Minisink,  and  your 
two  Returns  one  of  which  shall  be  transmitted  to  Genl.  Washing- 
ton. 

Just  before  I  received  yours  I  received  a  Letter  from  Colo. 
Newkerk  containing  a  very  inacurate  acc't  of  the  affair  at  Mini- 
sink  from  which  it  woud  seem  as  if  part  of  the  militia  were  cut 
off;  however,  as  the  intelligence  was  bro't  from  thence  by  some 
of  the  militia  who  pretend  to  have  escaped,  but  who  very 
probably  have  deserted,  I  am  in  hopes  it  is  not  true.  I  have 
ordered  Colo.  Newkerk  immediately  to  march  such  part  of  his 
&  Colo.  Hardenberg's  Regim'ts  to  their  assistance  as  may  be 
necessary.  With  Respect  to  your  Detachm't  ordered  to  Mama- 
cotting,  you  must  be  governed  by  Circumstances;  if  you  have  cer- 
tain Intelligence  that  the  Enemy  have  left  Minisinck,  your 
Troops  must  return  to  their  former  Station  &  be  held  in  readi- 
nes  to  march  at  a  Moment's  warnin«ij  as  before.     I  am  &c. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Lieut.  Colo.  Pawling. 


[No.  2451.] 
Certificate  for  Exchange  of  Jolmnnes  Snedvker  for  Justice  HewUL 
If  Justice  Hcwlit  of  I^ong  Island  is  relea.<*ed  from  his  Confine- 
ment, &  sent  home,  Johannes  Snedeker  now  confined  in  New 
York  shall  have  liberty  to  return  to  his  home. 

Jos.  Loiing,  Com.  Gen.  Pris'rs. 
29th  July  1779. 

To  Whom  it  may  Concern. 

11 
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[No.  2452.] 
THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  MINI  SINK. 
EvkUme  Furnished  T}mi  Bmni  Led  the  Party — The  Danm^e  D 

Goehen  July  29  177 

Sir,  I  was  desired  to  send  jou  inclti^ed  the  Examination  of  J 
barj  Owen  a  deserter  fmm  one  of  our  state  reigbmt^  St  to  w 
the  following  reppesentation  viz:  That  last  week  upon  a  T 
day,  about  85  Indians  &  Tories  under  the  Command  of  the  m 
Brant  made  a  descent  upon  Mintsink,  Killed  sundry  Pers 
Burned  11  Houses  &  as  many  Barns  togather  with  the  Di 
Cb,,  took  off  some  Prisoners,  Cattle,  Horses,  sheep  &  considen 
Plunder.  That  on  Wednesday,  a  Party  of  our  People  collec 
pnneipally  from  this  County,  with  some  from  Ulster  &  otl 
fiMDm  N.  Jersey,  pursued,  &  on  Thursday  came  up  with  th 
gaT^  them  Battle  &  were  defeated  with  a  loss,  as  is  suppoi 
of  50  or  60  men  J  the  number,  however,  not  yet  ascertained. 

Among  the  missinf;,  &  it  is  feared  Slain,  are  OolL  Toste' 
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I  was  desired  &  should  haye  waited  up<Mi  your  Ex<»ellency  my- 
«elf,  but  in  the  march  with  the  above  s^d  Party  on  Saturday  I 
bruised  my  Leg  against  a  Rock  &  think  it  not  prudent  to  ride. 

After  saying  that  Coll.  Heathorn  told  me  he  judged  we  had 
Mlled,  he  thinks,  a  considerable  number  of  the  Enemy,  I  shall 
only  ask  whether  it  will  not  be  practicable  for  your  Excellency 
to  Station  some  of  our  8  months  men  at  that  place  togather  with 
some  of  the  Malitia? 

My  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Clinton  &  Family;  hope  her  health 

is  recovered.    I  am,  your  Excellencies  most  obed't  humble  Serv't, 

Nathan  Ker. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


The  Examination  of  Moabary  Owen  Taken  by  Henry  Wisenor, 
Esqr: 

Saith  he  left  Shomong  ye  8th  of  July  in  Company  with  Hanck 
Huff,  John  Huff,  Nicholas  Miller,  Lodiwick  Seeley,  Ruluf  Jonston, 
William  Crum,  Benony  Crum,  Anthony  Wesibroock,  John  Barn- 
hart,  John  Chessem,  Daniel  Cole,  Jobs.  Cole,  Ebenezer  Allen  and 
Forteene  other  Toreys,  and  about  Sixty  Engions,  and  that 
JTosep  Brant  had  the  Command  of  Said  party,  and  he 
Heard  Said  Brand  gave  Orders  that  they  Should  not  Kill 
any  woman  or  Children,  and  if  they  Knew  any  per- 
son to  be  a  Torey  not  to  Kill  them,  and  any  that  would 
Deliver  them  Selves  up  to  Take  them  prisnors,  but  any  person 
Bunning  from  them  to  Kill  them,  and  he  Fur  Saith,  that  they 
Thretten  to  Destroy  Cats  Kill  Settlement,  and  that  their  is  One 
Olde  Sager,  which  was  at  the  Destruction  of  Peanpack  and  is 
now  at  Hallibarrack,  and  has  Sixty  Toreys  Ready  to  Joine  Brant, 
that  a  Num*ber  of  them  are  of  Burgoines  Men;  he  Further  Saith, 
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that  Twenty  Five  HundTed  is  to  Ck)me  from  Camrady  to  Take 
Port  Stanwickfl. 


[No.  2453.] 

Oovemor  CUnton    to   Oen.  James    CUnUm,  with  Account  of  the 
Destruction  of  Mimsink  by  Brawt  and  His  Party.* 


[No.  2454.] 

GOVERNOR  CLINTON  TO  DR.  KER. 

Delay   of   the   Sullivan   Expedition  Respotisible   for   the  Expoied 

Condition  of  Our  Frontier. 

Poukeepsie  30th  July  1779. 
Rev'd  Sir:    I  have  this  Moment  rece'd  your  Letter  of  yester- 
day with  the  very  disagreable  Intelligence  from  Minisinck.    It 
was  not  befoi'e  the  Friday  after  the  Enemy  made  their  Appear- 
ance in  that  Neighbourhood,  I  received  the  first  Account  of  it, 
and  this  was  from  Lieut.  Colo.  Pawling  at  Warwarsinck,  who 
was  not  able  to  give  me  any  Particulars  respecting  the  Enemy's 
Strenghth  or  the  Number  of  the  Militia  who  had  marched  to 
opose  them  or  any  other  Particulars  whereby  I  coud  form  a  right 
Judgment  what  was  most  proper  to  be  done.    On  this  Informa- 
tion, however,  I  put  Part  of  his  Detachment  in  Motion  towards 
Minisinck  (tho  they  are  under  marching  Orders  on  a  different 
Direction)  &  next  Day  on  an  equally  imperfect  Account  received 
from  Ix^ut.  l\>lo.  Newkerk,  I  ordered  Part  of  his  &  of  Harden- 
bergh's  Regt.,  to  march  for  Minisinck.  but  these  I  conclude  coud 
not  have  arrived  in  i>east>n  <ir  must  have  returned  on  hearing 
that  the  Enemy  were  gone  olT.     It  is  particularly  unfortunate 

'^iB   documeot    is   substactlally    the   Nim«   as   document  SI70  which   is  VMd   la   111 
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that  oarly  Intelligence  had  not  been  transmitted  me  of  the  first 
Api>earanoe  of  the  Enemy  (and  by  the  Militia  Law  it  is  expressly 
luade  the  Duty  of  the  Commanding  Officers  of  Regts.,  when  they 
call  out  their  Militia  on  such  Occassions  to  transmit  me  imme- 
^te  Accounts  of  it)  as  in  such  Case  Pawling's  Detachment 
might  have  by  a  forced  March  to  the  Delaware  got  in  the  Rear 
of  the  Enemy  &  effectually  cut  of  their  Retreat.  If  we  may 
Venture  to  Judge  from  the  Accounts  you  have  furnished  me  of 
the  ^^t^enghth  of  the  Enemy  &  that  of  the  Militia  who  were 
engaged  with  them,  there  must  have  been  either  some  very  bad 
Management  on  this  Occassion,  or  the  brave  Men  who  have 
fallen  must  have  been  shamefully  deserted  by  their  Friends  & 
I  wish  there  was  not  too  much  Reason  to  conclude  the  latter 
must  have  been  the  Case. 

The  Levies  under  Colo.  Pawling  are  by  the  Direction  of  his 
Excellency  Genl.  Washington  under  marching  Orders,  &  as  I 
have  reason  to  believe  they  will  move  very  soon,  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, take  upon  me  to  order  any  Part  of  them  to  Minisinck, 
^i^pecially  as  in  Consequence  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Legis- 
lature to  our  Delegates  in  Congress,  they  are  taken  into  the 
l*aT  of  the  Continent  &  of  Course  are  subject  to  the  Orders 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief.  Were  the  different  Regts.,  to 
<^ompleat  their  Complem't  of  these  Levies,  there  woud  yet  remain 
« competent  Guard  for  the  Frontiers,  but  this  is  not  like  to  be 
the  Case.  Albany  County  is  very  different  &  there  is  nearly 
I'jO  wanting  to  compleat  (including  Deficiencies  by  Desertions) 
those  Orderd  from  Ulster,  Dutchess  &  Orange,  &  tho  have  re- 
puted the  most  express  &  possitive  Orders  on  this  subject  to 
^  Militia  Officers  we  are  not  likely  to  have  this  Business  per- 
Mei    Under  these  Circumstances,  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to 
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afford  the  Settlement  of  Minisinck  any  Belief,  bnt  snch  a«  can 
be  drawn  from  the  Militia  &  I  have  by  the  Bearer  issned  my 
Orders  &  forwarded  them  to  the  different  Begts.,  to  fnmish 
Detachments  for  this  Service.  'I'he  Source  of  our  present 
Missfortunes  is  .the  uncountable  Delay  of  Oenl.  Suliyan  at 
Wyoming;  we  have  had  every  Reason  to  expect  that  long  befon 
this  he  woud  have  been  with  his  Army  in  the  Heart  of  ihi 
Enemy's  Country  &  all  our  Measures  have  been  calculated  t< 
facilitate  his  Movements  &  Cooperate  with  him,  which  has  on 
avoidably  left  our  Frontier  more  exposed  than  it  otherwise 
woud  have  been,  as  it  has  occasioned  our  collecting  our  Troops 
from  their  former  Stations  to  certain  Points.  ^  I  am  with  great 
Begard,  Sir,  yours  &c.  [G.  C] 

The  Bev'd  Mr.  Kerr. 


[Nos.  2455-2456.]^ 


[No.  2457.] 

Oliver  Wolcott  Intercedes  for  a  Prieoner  Who  Was  Captured  "  Com»1 

to  the  Enemy:^ 

Horsneck  30  July  1779. 
Sir,  Capt.  Cornwell  acting  under  your  Rxcellencv'B  Commii 
sion  will  deliver  to  your  order  Wm.  Sutton,  I>anl.  HojBes  w 
Wm.  Smith  taken  on  L.  Island  and  Wm.  Pierce  of  Crutn  ^^^ 
taken  at  N.  Castle  going  to  the  enemy.  Wm.  Sutton  by  tnj  ^ 
formation,  has  conducted  Very  injuriou&ly,  Y)ut  1  >\a  l(>a^^ 
acquaint  your  Excellency   that  from  his  near  O  •       1 1 

•These  documents  are  consolidated  with  document  2468   ta  ^ 

ten#»d.— Stat»  Hibtoriah.  ^  ^hlch  they  ort^ft^ 
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and  expect  farther  to  obtain  the  most  usef ull  Informatioa  as  to 
the  Situation  and  Designs  of  the  enemy.  Their  affections  are 
excited  by  this  man's  misfortune;  how  far  your  Excellency  might 
think  proper  to  mitigate  that  Punishment  which  is  due  to  Father 
on  acc't  of  the  Services  rendered  by  his  Children,  shall  Submit 
to  yonr  EJxcellency's  Decision.  I  will  only  observe  that  I  am 
wre  that  the  Persons  from  whom  I  derive  Intelligence  do  not 
deceive  me.  The  Propriety  of  concealing  their  Services  is  what 
I  need  not  mention.  I  am  very  respectfully,  Sir,  your  most 
fH)ed^t  Serv't 


His  Excell-y  Gov'r  Clinton. 


Oliver  Wolcott. 


[No.  2458.] 
Return  of  the  Levies  furnished  by  General  Ten  BroecVs  Brigade. 
Return  of  Drafts  of  General  Ten  Broeck' s  Brigade  who  are  to 
^rve  until  the  first  day  of  Jan  y  1780. 


BegimanU 

Number 
of  men  or- 
dered to  be 
Furnished 

Furnished 
in  the  Coo- 

tinentnl 
BattsUions 

In  Col. 
VanBens- 

sttlser's 
BoKiment 

In  Cspt. 

StockweU's 

Company 

wanting 

to  Com- 

pleat 

Albany 

JoljSOtk 

1770. 

LfTinnt4m's 

TMBwmn's 
^    Lnaincb's 
likmV.ReiiMelMr** 
_  V«  N«M's 
^SSm  Taa  BaBMeUer'8 
OpjciwibuM' 

lIcCrM[7t 

Tat««' 

Va  Wo«t*» 

Stcy'B  J.  Sehnyler 

» 
80 
21 
17 
20 
15 
20 
81 
32 
19 
27 
88 
82 
82 
17 
22 
19 

12 
5 

7 
6 

4 

\ 

1 
4 
28 
10 
8 
10 
.     4 

1 

18 
19 

24 
16 
14 

4 
20 
8 

11 

11 
20 

14 

414 

114 

199 

54 

187 
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[No.  2461.] 

Petition  from  Newburgh  dc,    for  Pardon' of  Jo9oph  Brown  and 
WiUicm  McCrany.    July,  1119.* 


[No.  2462.] 
Petition  of  John  Kathan  of  Fulham,  Cwnberland  County^  Tormont, 

[July 1779.] 

To  His  Exelency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Govener  of  the  Staet  of 
New  York  Generall  in  Chif  of  all  the  militry  and  admeral  of  the 
Navey  of  the  same. 

The  Humble  Petiton  of  John  Kathan,  of  Fullom  in  the  County 
of  Cumberland  and  Staet  of  New  York,  wheras  I,  the  said  John 
Kathan,  was  the  first  setler,  that  setled  in  said  tounship,  in  ye 
year  1752  and  was  apropited  by  Hamps'e  Grant,  and  said  Fullom 
was  granted  to  me  and  my  asoeites  the  29  of  Novembr  1766,  By 
tlie  govement  of  New  York  and  as  the  present  Constiton  of  New 
York  Plainly  sais  that  all  grants  of  Lands  maid  By  the  King  of 
(ireat  Briton  shall  stand  good  Befor  the  14  day  of  Octobr  1775, 
and  as  your  Exelencs  Proclamiton  Plainly  says  that  our  Persons 
and  Properte  shall  be  Defended  against  the  Pretended  staet  of 
\'armont,  notwithstanding  all  this,  on  the  17  of  June  1779,  they 
i-aim  to  my  hous  and  by  force  and  wiolance  took  one  of  my  cons 
and  sold  said  cow  at  publick  wandue,  for  one  hundrd  and  ten 
]Kuinds,  to  hire  a  man  as  they  say  for  ye  army  and  the  23  Day  of 
this  instant  Jully,  Did  braick  into  my  inclosed  mod  and  Carrd  of 
alnmt  o  Ix>ad  of  hay.  By  thos  varmonts  and  if  the  Law  of  the 

aet  of  New  York  Dos  not  spedly  taeck  Place,  we  shall  all  Be 
led  Bv  thos  varmont,  and  as  your  Humble  Petisoner  and  all 
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that  stands  for  New  York,  are  grait  sufrers  that  you  Exelency 

with  the  honorable  aBemlbly,  will  send  us  spedy  Belif,  by  Der- 

ictlv  Establising  the  Laws   of  New  York,  in  this  County  of 

Cumbrland,  and  we  in  duty  Bound  shall  Ever  Pray  as  witnes 

my  hand. 

John  Kathan. 

and  all  thos  varmonts  Crouded  into  this  tounship  after  Being 
Granted  By  the  Qoverment  of  New  York  as  Mr.  Duan  can  maeck 
fully  apear. 


[No.  2463.] 

Jud^  Tates  Reports  the  Carwiction  and  Senience  of  John  Oittimon 

for  Robbery. 

Albany  Aug't  1st  1779. 

Sir,  John  Cittimon  who  stood  indicted  for  a  robbery  committed 
in  the  House  of  Johannes  Reghter,  in  the  west  District  of  the 
Manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  was  thereof -convicted  by  verdict,  and 
yesterday  sentence  of  death  passed  on  him  and  his  execution 
ordered  on  the  thirteenth  instant. 

The  two  witnesses  upon  whose  Testimony  he  was  convicted, 

wf-re  in  or  near  the  House  at  the  Time  of  the  Robbery,  and  one 

of  them  possitive  as  to  the  identity  of  the  person,  the  other  as 

to  his  belief  that  the  prisoner  was  one  of  the  party.    I  am,  with 

the  greatest  respect,  Your  Excellency's    most    obedient    hum. 

fierv't 

Robert  Yates. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 
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[No.  2464.] 
Hilkidh  Grout  Fined  hy  the  Superior  Ctmri  of  Termomi. 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency,  Agreeable  to  yoar  DirecttioR^ 
I  Did  attend  at  the  Superiour  Conrt  at  Ratland  on  the  second 
Thirsday  of  June  Last,  agreeable  to  my  Recognisance;  and  made 
no  other  Defence  then  to  Deny  their  Jarisdiction,  and  signifyed 
to  them  that  I  was  willing  to  offer  my  BeaBons  for  it,  if  I  migkt 
have  the  Liberty,  but  was  Denyed.    The  Court  then  ordered  me 
to  pay  a  fine    of   one  hundred  and  twentyfive  pound,  Lawfoll 
money  which  is  £lGG-13-4  York  currency,  and  pay  costs  of  sute 
which  is  forty  eight  pound,  twelve  shillings  L.  m:  eaquil  to 
£f)4-16-0  York   C^urrency:    I   did  not   think  proper  to  pay  the 
money     Down;     their    Olerk     was     verry    faithful     to     them; 
he  told  me  that  if  ye  money  was  not  paid  Execution  would  be 
lieavyed  on  my  Estate  Immediately,  unless  I  would  ask  it  as 
a  favour   of   the   Court  to  stay  Execution  a  few  months;  and 
doubted  not  but  that  any  favour  I  should  ask  of  the  Court  would 
cherefully  ho  granted  me.    But,  however,  I  was  not  in  a  Temper 
of  mind  to  ask  any  favours  of  them,  and    so    Returned  home 
without  any  molestation,  but  have  since  heard  that  the  Execu- 
tion is  sent  into  the  County,  and  unless  your  Excellency  find 
some  way  to  protect  the  Friend  to  the  state  of  New  York,  we 
muHt  soon  lie  obliged  to  yeald  our  obedience  to  Vermont  or  be 
made  as  miserable  as  Prejudic'd  minds  can  make  us. 

I  her«»\vith  stMid  your  Excellency  an  account  of  my  expenceft 

at  Hotli  (N»urts  that  it  might  be  laid  Before  the  Legislature.    1 

am,  your  Kxcelleiicy*s,  most  Humble  Serv't 

HUkiah  Groat. 
Kxcrllenry  (u»orge  Clinlon  Esqr. 
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[No.  2465.] 

HEXRY  REMSEN  WRITES  TO  GOVERNOR  CLINTON. 
Ei$  Strong  Recommendation  for  His  BrotherinLaw  as  a  Loaa^ 

Commissioner. 

Morristown,  August  2d  1779. 

«ir:  HaTing  lately  heard  that  Dirck  Ten  Broeck,  Esqr.,  Com- 
ma%'r  of  Loans  in  our  State,  has  thoughts  of  resigning  his  ap- 
pointment; Should  the  same  prove  to  be  true,  I  beg  leave  to 
solicit  your  Excellency's  patronage  &>  interest,  to  have  my 
brother-in-law  Mr.  Charles  Dickenson,  who  now  resides  in 
Albany,  appointed  to  the  same. 

I  can  with  truth  assure  your  Excellency,  that  he  is  a  young 
man,  of  strict  integrity,  &  veracity,  as  also  sobriety — has  had 
a  regnlar  mercantile  education,  is  fully  master  of  accompts,  and 
hag  steadily  adhered  to  the  cause  of  our  country. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  for  farther  particulars 
n>pi*cting  his  private  &  publick  character  to  Brig'r  Genl.  Scott, 
Gerard  Banker.  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Coll.  Lott  &  Abraham  Brasher, 
Esqrs.,  &  to  other  Gentlemen  from  N.  York  who  can  fully  in- 
form your  Excellency  of  what  you  may  want  information  of, 
rwi>ecting  Mr.  Dickenson,  &  his  connections.  I  believe  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  for  him  to  procure  adequate  security  for 
▼hat  may  be  intrusted  to  him,  as  also  for  the  faithful  and  as- 
siduous discharge  of  his  duty,  and  I  verily  believe  there  will  be 
no  reason  of  complaint,  that  the  business  of  the  oftice  is  neg- 
lected, should  he  be  appointed  thereto. 

I  shall  esteem  myself  under  equal  obligation  to  your  Excel- 
l<=-ncT,  whether  your  interest  prevails  in  his  favour,  or  if  it  does 
not. 

Inclosed  are  two  of  the  last  Philad'a  papers,  by  private  Let- 
'en  &  Intelligence,  they  are  much  divided  in  that  city,  but  I 
W  the  pleasure  to  quote  a  paragraph  out  of  a  Letter  trom  «l 
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[No.  2466.] 
Eth(m  AUen  Prepares  for  War  Against  New  York. 

Sir,  In  persnance  of  orders  Recived  from  the  Board  of  war 
of  this  state  you  are  hearby  Required  to  Detach  one  man  from 
your  companey  se  that  he  is  well  armd  &  acutred  and  marches 
the  15th  Day  of  this  month  to  Rutland,  their  to  join  a  companey 
to  be  made  up  from  the  sevearl  Regiments  in  this  State,  to  serve 
2  months  from  the  Day  they  march,  unless  sooner  Discharged, 
in  gaurding  the  frontears;  you  are  to  call  upon  those  called 
Yorkers  to  Do  their  Part  in  Raising  s'd  men,  but  not  to  proseade 
in  Law  against  them  in  Case  of  Refusial;  at  this  time  make 
Return  to  me  of  your  Doing  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Also  in  Persuance  of  orders  from  Bridgadear  Genearl  Allin, 
you  are  hearby  Required  to  muster  your  company  as  soon  as 

may  be arms,  agreable  to  the  melitia  act  of  this  State, 

and  in  case  of  Deficiency,  order  the  most  Spedy  &  Effectual 
measures  to  be  tacken,  that  your  men  may  be  well  armed,  to- 
gether with  amnistion  &  acceutirments  acording  to  Law,  but 
not  to  insist  upon  Penailtise  at  this  time  in  case  of  Deficiancey; 
and  you  with  your  company  are  to  hold  your  selves  in  Ready- 
ness  to  march  at  the  shortest  Notis  to  oppose  any  Envrasion  of 
this  state,  or  in  case  of  an  Emmrgency  to  act  in  the  Defence 
of  any  Naighbouring  State  against  the  common  Enemy,  and 
make  Return  to  me  of  the  state  of  your  company  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

Townsband  3d  of  August  1779. 

Pr,  Samll.  Fletcher,  Col. 
to  Capt.  Jessee  Burck. 

the  within  is  a  true  Ooppy  of  Capt.  Burk  order. 

From  Coll.  Fletcher. 

Adjt.  Bildad  lia»\oTk. 
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[No.  2468.] 

SULLIVAN  UNDER  WAY  AT  LAST. 

Ifotifies  €teneral  WasMnffton — Sends  Instructi&ns  to  Omeral  Jame$ 

Clinton. 

West  Point  Aug't  3d  1779. 
Dear  Sir,  I  this  minute  received  a  letter  from  General  Sullivan 
of  the  30th  ulto.,  and  a  Copy  of  one  to  your  Brother  the  General, 
of  both  which  I  enclose  you  Copies.  Your  Excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  direct  the  march  of  Lt.  Colo.  Pawling  at  such  time 
and  in  such  manner  as  you  shall  judge  best.  You  will  also  re- 
ceive a  letter  addressed  to  you  which  came  with  mine. 

I  have  inclosed  a  line  to  the  General  covering  a  Copy  of 
General  Sullivan's  order  for  his  march,  which  you  will  be  pleased 
to  transmit  him,  lest  any  accidents  should  have  prevented  him 
from  receiving  the  original — a  duplicate  of  which,  according  to 
Cfeneral  Sullivan,  has  been  also  sent  him.  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  with 
the  greatest  Regard  &  Esteem  Y'r  Excellency's  most  obt.  S't 

Go.  Washington. 
Copy. 

<JoT.  Clinton. 


Camp  Wyoming  July  30th  1779. 

l>ear  General,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency, 
that  I  have  at  length  surmounted  every  obstacle  and  shall  com- 
mence my  March  tomorrow  morning.  I  have  taken  the  neces- 
sary precaution  (by  duplicates)  to  apprize  Genl.  Clinton  of  this 
circamstance  a  copy  of  which  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose 
iron. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  direct  Col.  Paulding  to 

)egin  his  march  at  «uch  time,  as  you  may  think  proper.    1  \\a\e 
12 
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the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  with  great  respect  D'r  Genl.  Y'r 

Excellency's  Obe'd,  &  very  hum.  serv't 

Jno.  Sullivan. 
His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington. 


Head  Quarters  Wioming  July  30,  1779. 

Dear  General;  I  with  pleasure  assure  you  (after  sarmounting 
every  impediment  to  my  march)  that  I  shall  leave  this  tomorrow 
morning. 

I  wish  you  to  set  out  the  9th  of  next  month  (marching  mod- 
erately) as  some  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  bad  weather,  which 
will  probably  detain  us  some  time.  On  my  arrival  at  Tioga,  I 
will  immediately  detach  a  considerable  body  of  light  troops  to 
favour  and  secure  your  march.    I  am,  Sir,  with  respect  Your 

very  humble  servant 

John  Sullivan. 
Genl.  [James]  Clinton.* 


[No.  2469.] 
Tryon  County  Petitions  Against  Roving  Bands  of  Indians. 

Tryon  Coontj  August  4th  1779. 
Max  it  pleast  your  Excellency;  The  huxnhle  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  and  la> 
habitants  of  Tryon  County  setting  forth  the  great  Distresses  they  labour  under  oa 
Account  of  the  Indians*,  whereof.  Number^  pretending  to  be  friends,  stroll  about  the 
County,  draw  ft  eat  up  our  provision,  and  are  fed  by  public  Stores,  whilst  they  watch 
to  cut  our  Throats.  Severall  Instances  of  this  kind  hare  allready  happened,  which  can 
be  prpTcd.  and  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  have  been  murdered  and  scalped,  some 
of  which  are  alire  yet.  by  pretended  Friends.  If  it  could  be  supposed,  that  there  were 
some  trusty  enough,  not  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  of  Murder  asd 
Rapine  (a  Thing  very  unwillingly  believed  by  those,  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
Nature  of  Savages,  ft  who  are  so  unlooky  as  to  be  so  near  them,  as  to  be  teached  by 
Experience,  which  is  the  Case  of  your  Petitioners);  who  can  know,  wheter  he  be  met 
by  an  Honest  one  or  a  ravinous  Creature.  Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  beg. 
that  such  Regulations  might  be  made,  that  the  Friend  Indians  be  called  tn  to  live  in 
an  inner  part  of  the  Country,  and  that  all  found  at  the  Frontiers  should  be  treated  as 
Aiemiea  We  do  not  doubt  but  it  is  generally  Evident,  that  those  who  bear  the  Name 
at  Friends  at  best  are  but  a  Cover  to  the  Enemy:  and  that  It  must  be  Indifferent  to 
tha  Indians  where  they  eat  the  public  provisions.  Relying  on  your  Excellency's  Good- 
■Ma  to  tacke  our  Grievances  into  your  most  serious  Consideration,  we  humbly  beg 
year  raeomendation  of  the  premises  to  the  Legislature  and  otherwise  to  grant  us  such 

lii  Get enor  CUntoo  to  Dr.  Ker. 
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speedy  relief,  as  in  your  Wisdom  you  think  meet:  ft  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound 
will  ever  pray. 

Cornelius  Lamberson,  Adolf  Pickerd,  George  Stensel,  George  Bush,  Bartolomeus 
Schefler,  Henrick  Dillibach.  Adam  Nellls,  William  Brower,  Melger  Fols,  Jacob  Klock, 
John  Pickerd,  John  Contryman,  Fretrick  Walrad.  Prldrich  Conderman,  Peter  Lamp- 
ford,  Jacob  Schneyder.  Nicolas  Barth,  Adam  Franck,  William  Walrath,  John  Pedry, 
John  Favill,  Henry  E2mbody,  Adolf  Walerrath,  Jakob  Walerrath,  Johann  Adam  Wall- 
rath,  Hannes  Walrath,  Jacob  Klock,  Christopher Fox,  Christ  Stofel Fox,  John 

Heee,  John  Zielley,  Severines  Kook,  Samuel  Vanette.  George  Klock,  George  G.  Klock, 
Peter  Grems.  John  Finck,  Nicholas  CoppemoUs,  George  Waggoner,  Andrew  Irwin, 
Nicholas  Wesor,  Jost  Fox,  Arent  Botman,  Jemes  Phillips,  Adam  Thum,  Gottlieb  ^Nes- 
tell,  George  Sprecher.  John  Helmer,  Henry  Klock,  Henrich  Walrath,  Gerhart  Walrad, 
Johannes  Schuls,  Wieliam  Schuls,  Ohristyan  Blaber,  Savareneos  Cook,  Oaspania  Kock, 
Henrich  Schuldeis,  Sayarines  Deygerd,  John  Suts,  Peter  Nellis,  Robert  Nellls,  Frantz 
Frelig,  Fitter  Walrath,  Adam  Schnell,  Jacob  Lancks,  Jacob  Snell,  Jost  Snell,  Henrich 
Bratt,  Bitter  Nelles,  John  Picekerd,   Nicholas  Stencel,  Danl.   MoDougall,  Adam  Jas. 

Klock,  Simon  Nicola.  George  Laucks,  John  Nelles,  John  Gray,  Wllim  Deykert, 

Conrath  Thum,  Nicolaus  Wallrath,  Jacob  Schuldeis,  John  Schuldeis,  John  Fumeyea, 

Isaac  Paris.  Henry  Miller,  Johnannes  Egg  (?),  William   (?),   Henry  J.   Klock, 

hU  iiis  « 

Henry  X  S&fter,   Christian  X  Nelles,   Michael  X   Fenis,  Conrath  Kilty,   Georg  Schuls, 

mark  mark 

Werner  Deygert,  Phllis  Nells,  Henry  Saltsnuan,  John  Klock,  Hendrick  Walrath,  Marck 
his 

X  Kunterman,  Adam  Fon,  Adam  Bellinger,  Andres  Zoller,  Nicklas  Sits,  Simon 
mark 

his  his  Us 

(?),    Georg   Zlitz,    Baxter   X    Luterman,   Johannes   X   Felter,     Tones   X    Gung, 

mark  mark  mark 

his 
Hannes  Wallrath,  Peter  Felling,  Piter  X  Quackenbush,  Daniel  Lappius,  Peter  War- 
mark 
his 

mud  yu,  Jacob  X  Rathenaur,  William  Fox,  Isack  Voncanb,  (7)  Cornelius 

mark 

his  his 

VankampeD,  Johannes  Manck.  Andres  X  Reller.  Josias  X  Couten.  Jacob  DiefendorfiT, 

mark  mark 

Kasber  Gordan,    George   Gordan,    George   Conderman ?   George  Crouws, 

George  Walrath,  Henrik  Felling,  Peter  Dunkell,  Henrlh  Schmit,  ?  Hen- 
rich   Meyer,    Adam    Zellach Gung,    Jonas   Gung,    Henrich    Eckler   Junr., 

Gersid  Gung,  Johannes   Bremer.   JohaDncs  Cell.   Ocmrad  Miller,   George  Press,   Hanioct 

his 
Haus,    Abraham   Arndt,    Kasber    X    Jordan,    Johannes    Dack,    Salomon    Meyer.    Chris 

mark 

Ganetz.  John  Zimerman ?.  Christian  Hees.  Georg  Schall,  Ludwig  Rlckert, 

George   Gettman,    Adam   Ja    Klock,    William John   Anquish,    Willem    Dresler, 

his  his 

Daniel    ,   Atem  X   Gertag,   Johannes   X   Hard.   Wm.    Petry.   Henry   Ilerter,    Peter 

mark  mark 

his 

Weber,  Fried.  X  A.  Hellmer.  Peter  Hayer,  John  Mayer,  Henry  Mayer,  Georg  Schmit. 

mark 
Jost   Schmit.    Gorg   Weber,    John    Keasler,    Jacob    Bell,    Henry    Sh&ffer,    Lorenz    Hi  Is, 
Friederich  Meyer,  John  Cuningham,  Gottfried  Hlls,  Henry  Wlderstein,  Nicolaus  Weber, 
Frieterrick  Weber,  Jacob  Zelllg,  Jacob  Weber,  Friederlck  Fox,  Frlederlck  Franck.  John 

Campbell,  Jacob ?  Wllam  Cllne,  Frietrlch  Getnan,  Timoty  Frank,  Peter  Bellinger, 

Jacob  Small,  Jacob  Krous,  John ?  Jacob  Fralick, Hlllegas, 

Chrisian  X  ,  John  Arkson,  DIrig  Feling,  Hannes  Fellng,   Dewalt  Zlmmer.  Conrad 

Hllllgas,    ,    Conrad    Zimerman,    Conrad    C.    Zimerman,    Wlllam   Zimerman, 
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[No.  2470.] 

GEORGE  TO  JAMES  CLINTON. 

The  ^fini$ink  Affair,  Sullivan's  Marching  Orders  to  the  Oeneral  ami 
Other  Topics  of  Importance. 

Pokeepeie  5th  Angt.  1779. 
Doar  Brother,  I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  20th*  In- 
stant [nit.]  with  its  Inclosures.  I  have  forwarded  M«l  Clinton*! 
Letter.  Your  family  and  Colo.  Du  Bois's  are  well.  I  now  enclose 
you  a  Copy  of  the  Information  given  by  one  Owens,t  a  Deserter 
from  a  Part>of  Tories  &  Savages  under  Brandt,  who  lately  burnt 
Eleven  Houses,  Bams,  &c.  at  Mini«iuk,  killed  three  or  four  & 
captured  some  of  the  Inhabitants.  A  Party  of  the  Militia  of 
Ulster  &  Orange,  consisting  of  about  120,  pursued  the  Enemy, 
came  up  with  &  attacked  them  about  25  Miles  from  that  Place, 
but  tho'  the  Part  of  them  who  were  engaged  behaved  with 
proper  s^pirit,  they  did  not  experience  that  Success  which  cond 
be  wished.  Lieut.  Colo.  Tusten,  Capts.  Woods,  Little,  Jones,  A 
several  other  Officers  &  some  Privates,  making  in  the  whok 
about  30,  aw*  missing,  and  must  either  have  been  killed  or  taken. 
I  do  not  much  credit  Owen's  account  with  Resx>^t  to  Fort 
Schuyler,  yet  by  comx)aring  it  with  other  Circumstances  whicli 
may  have  ci>me  to  wur  knowledge  you  will  be  better  able  tc 
judge  what  Credit  it  deserves,  than  I  am.  I  have  also  sent  a 
Copy  of  it  to  Geul.  Ten  Broeck  that  he  may  have  Seger  &  hi« 
Party  at  llelU^ln^rgh,  if  any  such  there  are,  secured. 

Geow  Clinton. 
lirig>  Otml.  Clinton. 

1  have  this  Moment  riH'eivtHl    the    inclosed    Packet  for   you 

"'•hich  by  Duplioati^  forwardinl  to  me  by  his  Elxcellency  Geul 
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Washington*  I  am  informed  it  contains  your  marching  Order* 
&  that  the  9th  Instant  is  the  Day  fixed  for  yon  to  move  from 
Lake  Otsego.  I  have,  therefore,  Ordered  Lent.  C<>lo.  Pawling  to 
commence  his  March,  so  to  be  able  to  meet  yon  without  fail  on* 
the  16th  at  Anaquaga,  which  is  allowing  according  to  computa- 
tion, 7  Days  for  your  Route  to  that  Place;  I  doubt  not  but  Colo. 
Pawling  will  meet  you  with  punctuality,  as  he  is  in  perfect  Readi- 
ness to  move.  We  have  no  News  sufficiently  authenticated  to 
communicate.  There  are  Reports  that  our  Troops  to  the  South- 
ward have  lately  attacked  the  Enemy  with  great  Success.  Spies 
from  New  York  confirm  this  Intelligence  &  we  have  imi)erfect 
Accounts  of  an  Engagem't  between  the  French  &  English  Fleets 
in  the  West  Indies  which  Terminated  greatly  in  Favour  of  the 
Former.  The  N.  York  Papers  mention  an  Engagem't  but  reverse 
the  Account  as  to  the  Event.  I  most  sincerely  wish  you  a  safe 
Junction  with  your  Main  Army  a  Successful  Campain  &  am 
yours,  affectionately  [G.  C] 

I  have  Letters  from  Colo.  Beaty  to  his  Brother,  &  Capt.  Geo. 
Tuder,  which  least  this  shoud  not  reach  you,  I  will  forward  to 
them  across  the  Country  by  Oolo.  Pawling.  Colo.  Beaty  was  well 
yesterday,  of  this  Please  inform  his  Brother. 


[No.  2471.] 

COLONEL  ALBERT  PAWLING'S  MARCHING  ORDERS. 

Oovernor   CUrUon^s   Comprehensive   Qrasp   of   the   SituatUm — His 

Precautionary  Sug^tiom. 

Pokeepsie  Aug't  5th  1779. 
Sir,  Inclosed  is  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Genl.  Sullivan  to 
Oenl.  James  Clinton,  by  which  you  will  observe  Genl.  Clinton 

page  177. 
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ie  to  set  out  from  Otsego  on  the  9th  Inst-  from  wheiifce 
qtiaga,  as  he  computes  iMs  about  a  seven  Dajs  marcb- 
tburefore,  wisb  that  with  the  Ijevies  (except  the  Guards  ; 
leave  at  the  Posts  of  Shendekan  &  Legbewegh)  &  Deta 
of  militia  from  Colo,  Snyder^s  &  Cantiiie^a  Regiments,  ; 
be  at  Anaqaago  tb«  161h  loataat,  and  you  are  accord 
commeace  your  march  so  as  to  arrive  there  by  that  E 
your  way,  you  will  take  every  Caution  to  pi-event  Sui 
each  night  throw  up  temporary  works  for  your  Safety  & 
if  you  shall  tMuk  it  necessary.  If  you  arrive  at  Anaqi 
fore  Geul.  Clinton  comes  up,  yau  will  form  your  Encamp 
fitrong  aB  possible,  pursuiug  every  measure  requisite  for 
curity  of  your  Troops  and  upon  your  joining  Genl.  Clii 
yourself  under  his  conmiand  &  follow  his  Directions  1 
future  Service  on  this  Expedition. 

By  the  inclosed  Letter  you  will  observe  that  the  An 
OenL  Sullivan,  marched  from  Wiomi Dg  the  31st  July^  th 
Clinton  is  to  move  from  Otsego  on  the  Dth  Iii^tiiiit,   a 
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articles  that  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  retain.  The  Militia  on 
their  Keturn  are  also  to  bring  with  them  any  disaffected  Inhabit- 
ants or  other  Persons  who  you  may  take  on  your  march  &  deliver 
them  over  to  the  Commissioners  of  Conspiracies  &c.  I  wish  you 
a  safe  march  &  a  successful  Campaign  &  am  &c.  &c. 

Geo:  Clinton. 
Lieut.  Colo.  Pawling. 


[No.  2472.] 
James  Clinton  Confident  of  the  Success  of  His  Expedition. 

Lake  Otsego  August  5th  1779. 

Dear  Brother,  Last  Evening  I  was  favoured  with  a  Letter 
from  Genl.  Sullivan  dated  July  30th  informing  me  that  he  de- 
termined to  leave  Wyoming  the  next  day,  and  requesting  me 
to  move  the  9th  instant,  which  I  shall  not  fail  to  do. 

I  informed  you  in  a  former  Letter  that  it  woud  require  about 
seven  days  to  move  the  Army  to  Anaquaga,  so  that  it  will  be 
the  16th  before  I  shall  arrive  at  that  place,  when  I  expect  to 
me(»t  Lt.  Col.  Pauling  with  his  Detatchment;  If  I  shoud  arrive 
there  before  him,  I  intend  to  wait  for  him  untill  the  17th  instant, 
and  if  he  does  not  appear  by  that  time,  I  shall  move  on  the 
Troops  without  him;  however,  I  have  not  a  doubt  of  his  Punctu- 
ality especially  as  I  believe  Genl.  Sullivan  has  given  you  an 
intimation  of  his  movements. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  Success  of  Genl.  Wayne  at  Stony 

Point,  and  hope  to  send  you  similar  accounts  from  the  Western 

World  before  the  ensuing  Winter.    I  am,  Dear  Brother,  Yours 

affectionately 

James  Clinton. 
Gov'r  Clinton. 
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[No.  2473.] 
Oovemor  TrumhuU  Introduces  Dr.  Hodges  to  Cfovemor  CUmiotL 

Lebanon  5th  August  1779. 
Sir,  This  will  be  delivered  by  Doct.  Silas  Hodges,  a  Gentle- 
man recommended  to  me  by  a  Oomittee  in  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire  States,  for  the  business  which  he  will  shew 
you,  he  is  employed  about.  Since  my  acquaintance,  he  hath  ip- 
proved  himself  faithful,  and  well  qualified  for  the  employment 
And  take  this  opportunity  to  recomend  him  to  your  notice,  and 
to  such  Service  as  you  think  fit.  I  am,  with  Esteem  and  Re- 
gard, Sir,  Your  obedient  h'ble  Servant 

Jon'th  Trumbull. 
His  Exeellencv  GovY  Clinton. 


A  Pass  for  Peter  Saoket. 
The  Bearer  Peter  Sacket  has  Permission   to   pass   to  Long 
Island  to  Vissit  his  Friends  there  &  Return  unmollested.    GiTea 
at  Poukeepsie  in  the  State  of  New  York  this  14th  Aug't  1779. 

G.  C.  GovY- 


[No.  2474.] 

Petition  in  favor  of  John  Signum,  Under  Condemnation  at  Atbang. 

August  7,  1779* 


[No.  3475.] 

THE  TROUBLES  OF  THOMAS  MENZIES. 

Held  a  Prisoner  for  Three  Tears,  His  Property  Appropriated  By 
the  Troops,  Indemnity  Refused  Him — And  AU  for  Dedariwf 
Allegiance  to  the  Crown. 

Sir:  Since  I  find  I  can't  be  permited  to  make  personal  appU- 

''tttioii  to  your  Excellency,  and  Encouraged  by  your  Excellency^ 

itt«d. 
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promise  to  pay  attention  to  my  bu&diness,  layd  before  you  in 
writing,  I  take  the  liberty  of  representing,  that  I  have  been  here 
in  a  State  of  Confinement  upwards  of  three  years;  in  the  begin- 
ning of  May  '76  I  was  sent  for  by  the  County  CJommittee;  I  ap- 
peared before  them  a  prisoner;  nothing  was  Objected  to  my 
Conduct,  but  being  an  officer  on  half  pay  under  the  Crown  of 
-Great  Britain,  they  informed  me  there  was  a  necessity  of  binding 
me,  that  I  should  not  go  to  the  British  forces,  or  take  an  active 
part  against  the  Measures  of  the  Contry  untill  I  was  disscharg'd 
or  without  the  consent  of  the  authority  of  the  province,  on  which 
terms  I  was  admitted  to  my  Parole;  that  in  October  following, 
niy  papers  were  Siez'd  and  myself  carried  prisoner  to  Pishkill, 
by  the  authority  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New  York; 
there,  my  papers  were  Inspected  and  myself  Examined  before 
the  Committee  for  detecting  Conspiracies  &ca.  Nothing  was 
objected  to  my  conduct  or  alledged  against  me,  but  being 
ask'd  by  the  Committee  whether  I  was  an  officer  on  half  pay 
under  the  British  Crown  and  whether  I  owed  alliegence  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  I  acknowledged  both,  for  these  reasons, 
viz :  my  being  a  half  pay  officer  and  oweing  aliegence  to  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  it  was  judged  inconsistant  with  the  political 
Measures  of  the  State  to  suffer  me  to  live  at  my  usual  place  of 
abod,  and,  therefore,  ordered  and  sent  to  Westfield  in  the  State 
of  Massachueets  Bay.  The  authority  there  not  Chuseing  to  re- 
ceive me,  I  returned  with  the  officer  who  went  to  Conduct  me, 
to  Fishkill,  where  I  was  detained  about  two  months,  and  then 
Suffered  to  return  here,  being  the  place  of  my  abod  on  pirole 
^8  a  prisoner  of  War  and  Confined  to  the  limits  of  Six  miles; 
liere:  I  have  remained,  and  I  believe  no  man  will  pretend  to  ac- 
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I  am  now  for  many  reasons  Extremly  desirous  to  leave  the  Con^ 
try;  my  Situation  for  these  three  years  past  has  been  ExceediD^ 
dissagreeable;  the  Situation  of  my  House  being  by  the  high  way 
leading  from  Danburry  to  Fisbkill  and  about  an  ordinary  Stage 
from  Danburry,  makes  it  liable  to  be  Continually  troubled  with 
parties,  trarellers,  and  Team-s,  Malicious  persons  of  the  Neigh- 
bourhood often  prejudice  Strangers  against  me  as  a  dissafected 
person,  who  Considering  me  as  such,  are  often  abusive,  must 
have  what  they  please,  generaly  at  their  own  price,  and  often 
without  any  Consideration  for  it.    When  the  army  lay  here  last 
fall,  I  sustained  large  damage;  four  Brigades  were  Encamped 
on  my  farm  between  two  and  three  months,  my  fences  were 
Totaly  distroyed  and  the  most  valuable  part  of  my  Timber,  lo 
that  I  was  obliged  to  purchase  rails  at  a  very  Extravagant  rate 
to  Enclose  my  farm,  which  I  accomplished  at  a  very  great  Ex- 
pence.    When  the  army  removed,  I  apply'd  to  Mr.  Paterson  at 
a  Majestrate,  and  he  at  my  request,  appointed  six  reputable  In- 
habitants, who  upon  Oath,  Viewed  and  Estimated  the  damage 
they  found,  by  Measuring  2490  Rods  of  fence  distroyed,  which 
they  appraised  at  £2800,  and  600  Cords  of  green  timber  which 
the[y]  appraised  at  £400. 

Besides  the  above  damage  I  lost  23  Sheep,  and  six  large  bogs 

stolen  by  the  Soldiers  and  a  valuable  breeding  Mare  Kill'^i  and 

many  smaller  articles.    I  wrote  to  Genl.  Green  last  ^^^^^  ^^' 

ceming  the  timber  and  fences  destroyed  for  me  by  the  annj* 

he  inidrmed  me  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  pay  ^7  '^'^ 

"'*  I  haye  not  Received  any  recompence.     Before  tfc: 

aiey  were  often  diaeapointed  and  destit^^  - 

iM,  they  were  under  a  uecemaity  o'  **^ 

lieir  allowance  has  been  Short,  tbeJ  >*-■ 


Beverall  times  carri**d  away  a  whole  stack  of  hay  in  the  night; 
in  Consequence  of  .which  I  was  obliged  to  sell  25  head  of  my 
Store  Cattle  (for  liot  more  than  one  third  of  what  they  would 
norw  sell  for,)  for  want  of  fodder.  By  these  and  many  other 
Circomstances  my  'nterest  is  greatly  reduced,  and  if  I  am  con- 
fined here  much  longer  I  shall  not  be  able  to  Support  my  family. 
By  being  confined  here,  I  am  not  only  reduced  to  my  present 
circomstances  but  have  allso  lost  my  Chance  of  promotion  in  the 
British  army,  and  your  Excellency  must  be  sensible  that  at  this 
day,  were  I  so  inclined,  it  is  too  late  to  Expect  preferment,  but 
I  am  in  hopes  if  I  ujo  to  Great  Britain  I  can  get  in  a  better  way 
of  pro\'id"!n;;  fc*  '  y  family.  I,  therefore,  pray  that  I  may  be 
suflfered  to  Remove  with  my  family  and  Household  necessary* 
to  New  York,  and  as  I  am  not  sensible  of  my  being  guilty  of  any 
Crime  for  which  by  law  or  Custom  I  ought  to  forfiet  my  Estate, 
I  pray  I  may  be  permited  to  disspose  of  what  little  Interest  I 
remain  possessed  off,  to  enable  me  to  Support  my  family  untill 
I  get  to  my  own  CJontry  if  I  shall  find  it  necessary  to  go  there. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Hum'e 

Servant 

Thos.  Menzies. 
Fred'sburgh  Au^^'t  9th  1779. 

His  Excellency,  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State 

of  New  York. 


[No.  2476.] 
Joan»  W^va%fm  Announces  His  Appointment  as  Clothier  Oeneral. 

Philadelphia,  August  9th  1779. 
Sir;  The  Congress  having  appointed  me  Clothier  General  to 
the  Army  oi  the  United  States,  I  take  the  Liberty  of  inclosing 
yonr  Excellency  the  ordinance  for  the  Regulation  of  that  de- 
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partment  and  beg  leave  to  urge  the  immediate  appointment  d 
jour  State  Clothier,  as  indispensably  necessary,  for  the  preriie 
prosei'ution  of  the  Business  &  for  the  equitable  supply  <rf  the 
Troops, 

I  shall  be  highly  obliged  by  an  account  of  the  Clothing  the 
state  may  have  purchased  &  have  on  Hand  for  the  use  of  iti 
respective  Troops,  as  it  will  assist  me  in  forming  my  geneitl 
estimate.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  high  respect  Your  Ex- 
cellency's Most  Obdt.  &  Most  H'ble  Servant 

James  Wilkinson. 

His  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Governor  of  the  State  New  York. 


[No.  2477.] 

PROGRESS  OF  SULLIVAN'S  EXPEDITION. 

James  Clinton  Amused  Over  Cet-tain  Falsehoods  Propagated  ant 

Disseminated  hy  the  Enemy. 
Camp  Jacunfs  Farm,  twenty  miles  by  land  from  Lake  Otsego, 
and  five  miles  above  the  Adoquetangy  (?)  Branch,  August  lOih 
1779. 

IVar  Brotlier:  Yours  of  the  5th  instant  with  its  Inclosures  I 
receiveii  on  my  arival  this  day  at  this  place.    I  wrote  you  from 
the  Uike  the  5th  inst.,  which  I  hope  you  have  received  by  thi*- 
time. 

I  enclose  you  an  account  given  me  by  a  certain  John  House, 
who  was  br^Might  into  camp  by  one  of  my  Scouts  the  day  before  I 
left  the  I^ke:  his  Information  I  am  inclined  to  credit  as  the  par- 
ticulars are  chielly  ci>ntirni*Hl  by  Col.  Klock.  in  a  Letter  dated 
the  7th  inst. 

I  havt*  bet^n  iuf.>niied  in  a  Letter  from  Col.  V.  Dyke,  as  well  as 
otht*r  pt*rsi>n#.  iH*rti.ularh-  Indians,  that  the  Enemy  are  pre- 
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twelve  Indians  &  tories,  who  conveyed  hii     some  miles  into  the 
woods,  when  Brandt  and  four  Indians  w    it  off,  leflng  him  in 
charge  of  the  others,  and  after  an  absen      of  about  four  dayi 
they  returned  bringing  Brandt  on  horsebai  k   wounded  in  the  bftU 
of  the  great  Toe  by  a  Swan's  Shot;  that  a  B'-Uet  and  several  other 
Swans-shot  had  passed  thro'  his  Coat  and  Breech  clout;  that 
he  understood  from  one  of  the  Tories  they  had  made  an  attempt 
upon  some  of  the  Inhabitants  of   the  Moh  'wk   River  near  the 
Little  Falls,  where  the  said  House  lived,  that  they  had  taken 
one  Prisoner,  whom,  being  closely  pursued,  they  killed  and  efr 
caped  norowly  with  the  loss  of  their  Blankets  and  Plunder;  that 
«ven  after  they  discouvered  a  Party  of  our  People,  which  pat 
them  to  flight;  but  House  being  lame  by  being  tyed  at  night  and 
marching  without   shoes,  which   with   the   greater   part  of  hii 
Cloathing,  they  took  from  him,  they  determined  to  kill  him,  bat 
being  an  acquaintance  of  Butler's,  he  was  permited  to  retnni, 
after  taking  the  Oath  of  Neutrality,  a  Certitieate  of  which  Brandt 
gave  him  i;\Titen  in  the  Indian  Language  sig  ed  by  himself;  that 
they  also  informed  said  House  that  they  la.ely  Come  from  Mini- 
siuck,  where  they  had  an  action  with  our  people  and  in  which 
they  took  about  thirty  four  prisoners,  anumg  whom  were  some 
Ofticei's,  and  killed  several;  that  they  then  pnx-eeded  to  the  River 
where  they  arrived  the  2d  inst.  the  day  they  took  House,  which 
was  about  twelve  davs  from  the  action  at  Minisinck. 


[No.  247S.] 
In  Rtfjanl  to  Flour  for  thf  S7<i/c. 

New  Windsor  August  12ih  1779. 
Dear  Sir,  I  hav^  your  favmir  of  yesterday.     Mr.  Cuyler  waiti 
I  to  receive  vour  orders  for  the  flour  and  will  take  tht 
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neceaearj  measures  for  its  being  forwarded  to  the  Garrison  at 

West  Point;  he  informed   me   Walter  Livingston,  Esqr.,  has  a 

quantitj  of  flour  collected  for  the  state  which  I  wish  you  to  order 

delivered  to  Mr.  Cuyler  or  his  order,  who  will  direct  the  whole 

to  be  paid  for.     I  am,  D'r  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  Your 

meet  hum.  serv't 

Jere.  Wadsworth. 
His  ExelPy  Governor  Clinton. 


.     [No.  2479.] 

in  Ord€r  to  Siate  Agents  to  Deliver  Flour  to  Corfmiismry  Cuyler. 

Sir;  You  will  please  to  deliver  to  Colo.  Jacob  Cuyler,  Deputy 

Oommissary  General  of  Purchases,  or  such  Persons  as  he  shall 

ippoint,  all  such  Flour  Meal  and  Grain  as  you  have  purchased  or 

procured,  agreable  t^  your  appointment  under  the  act  of  the 

Legislature,  for  procuring  an  immediate  Supply  of  those  articles 

for  the  use  of  the  army,  he  paying  for  the  same,  together  with 

the  incidental  Charges  according  to  the  Law. 

[G.  C] 
Kingston  13  Aug't  1779. 

Jamc^s    Hunter,    Daniel    Graham,    Dirck    Wynkoop,    Walter 

Livingjiton. 


[No.  2480.] 

<?orer?»or  Clinton  Writes  to  Washington  Relative  to  the  Orders  Col, 
PaicUng  Received  for  the  Sullivan  Expedition, 

Poukeepsie,  15th  Aug't  1779. 
Dtar  Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  honored  with  your  Tx*tter  of  yes- 
terday.   Immediately  on  the  Receipt  of  your  Dispatches  of  the 
3d  Instant  I  forwarded  the  Letter  they  inclosed  directed  to  my 
Brother  and  I  have  the  Pleasure  of  being  able  to  assure  your 


IM  PiHUi:  Paphrh  of  Gbobob  Cuznozr. 

Rxi'f'Wt'TM^y  rhar  \r  rearh^^fl  him  in  dne  SeaaoiL  Jc  that  it  waa  his 
Ini<'ntion  ta  r^ftrnTnenvR  his  March  on  the  9tli  InstniLt  ai^reable  to 
Cf*'r\\.  i^iilivan's  Orilers,  which  aa  well  from  a  Letter  I  have  since 
rntf\\'(f\  from  him  dutfA  thf^  5rh  Instant,  as  later  Accounts  I  hiTe  ] 

i 

nr^i  \Uf'  U"Ant  K^-artrm  [to]  donbt  that  he  did.    Lent.  Colo.  Pawl-  ; 

i 
injc  with  hi?*  r>f-ta<:hm«=*nr  moved  from  Legeweck  &  Shandecon  the 

IfMh,  Xr.  if  rwithinpf  fxtraordinary  happais  to  retard  their  March, 
will  ^K•  ahW'  f«>  m^'frt  Ofnl.  Clinton  at  Anguiqnpi  the  16th  Inst\ 
whi'h  i«  thr'  F^fiy  hf^  f»xpects  to  arive  at  that  Place. 

H<K>n  nfffr  nff;ivin^  yonr  Excellency's  first  Letter,  1  set  out 
tf>r  Kin^Hton  to  mf*f-t  the  Lfffislatnre.  This  prevented  my  writ- 
ing; to  yoiir  Kxif'\\f*n<'y  earlier  on  this  Snbject,  which  1  shood, 
Im>wi'V«t,  I»«v#'  don#?  thin  Evening,  if  I  had  not  received  yoar 
pn'Mini  I>tfer.  I  unfortunately  left  my  Brother's  Last  Letter, 
(Ji»py  of  Tiilo.  F'nwiing's  Orders  at  Kingston  with  my  other 
l'fi|H*rfi  whirli  putH  it  out  of  my  Power  at  present  to  transmit 
<%>l>iffi.  If  yotir  Kxcfllency  shond  have  any  Commands  for  wlb 
yu\i  will  ph'tiMe  t(»  forward  them  to  Kingston  as  I  mean  to  retmrn 
io  Unit  IMnre  TfniM»rrow  M<»rninfr.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  witk 
llir  hiomI  priferi   KesptMM  iV:  K»tH»ni  your  Ex' 

[G.  C] 

|'r<i  \}ri\,  Washiii^tnn] 

liir)«»m*4l  In  I lir  hist  Ueturn  I  rereivi^  of  Lieut.  Colo.  Pawling^ 
Kr^i  ;  h«*  ituin  hed  i\W{  :'00  iiu*ii,  100  being  militia  were  to  retnn 
fi-tHu  Vntniua^a  wiili  tlie  Horses  iS:e.  lie  was  directed  to  marcb 
h\  ^\w\\  Koiiir  as  wo'd  be?*i  enable  him  to  scour  the  Country, 
lakiu*:  Til IV  not  t*»  expose*  his  Men  by  dividing  them  into  too 
i*n\.ili  P.ui'es,  and  if  hf  anixrd  at  Ananiia^a  before  Cw^u.  Clinton 
to  thix»\\  «t|»  iriujH»rar\  \\i>rk^  aiul  !•>  use  every  other  necessary 
i  ilu-tv,  \  on  his  uuiD'h.  to  prevent  his  being  aarprised. 
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[No:  2481.] 
The  Case  of  John  Douglass,  Privateer sman, 

Philadelphia  16th  Aug  t  1779. 
Sir,  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  a 
fopy  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  Inst,  against  John  Doug- 
lass,* late  commander  of  the  Privateer  Schooner  the  Hunter. 

You  will  also  receive  herewith  enclosed,  a  copy  of  a  memorial 
of  Mr.  Nicholas  Low  of  the  State  of  New  York,  &  of  the  certifi- 
cate from  Major  General  Sullivan  referred  to  in  it.  By  an  act 
of  CoDgress  of  the  10th  Inst,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy, 
these  papers  are  ordered  to  be  transmitted,  to  your  Excellency, 
k  the  vessel,  (mentioned  in  the  memorial)  to  be  delivered  to  your 
order.    I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  &  Esteem 

yow  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant 

John  Jay,  Presid't. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

Thartdaj,  August  12,  1779.~Tbe  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
te of  Fitmcis  chevalier  de  la  Nos.  Jules  Anne  le  Molne,  chevalier  de  Keuflelle,  &c. 
tport,  "That  thej  have  examined  into  the  matter  complained  of  in  the  said  memorial, 
m  lod  the  facts  therein  set  forth  to  be  truly  stated:"  whereupon  Congress  came  to 
(^  follovlcg  resolution : 

^creas  Francis  chevalier  de  la  Nos,  Jules  Anne  le  Moine.  chevalier  de  Neuflelle. 
>^tn  BoQchand.  and  Joseph  Jacob  du  Tetre,  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  majesty. 
Ut«  tj  due  course  of  law  recovered  Judg:ment  against  John  Douglass,  late  commander 
^  t*i«  priTate«r  schooner  called  the  Hunterr  by  commission  under  Congress,  for  the 
™  o!  £>7S0  for  injuries  they  had  sustained  from  the  said  John  Oougla&s,  while  acting 
^>^  pretext  of  his  said  commission,  in  seizing  and  taking  the  said  Francis  chevalier 
>  ia  Nos.  Jules  Anne  lb  Hoine,  chevalier  de  Neuflelle,  Julien  Douchand,  and  Joseph 
Kob  du  Tetr«,  their  vessel  and  cargo;  and  that  &iDce  the  said  Judgment  was  obtained, 
M  md  John  Douslass  hath  absconded  out  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  and  eluded 
>*»:<!  judgment,  and  prevented  redress  for  the  said  injuries  committed;  therefore, 
iftilcfi  That  the  bond  given  at  the  time  the  said  John  Douglass  obtained  his  said 
^Q:u!oc  be  put  In  suit,  and  that  his  said  commission  be  vacated  and  made  void: 
■4  tiio  that  the  said  John  Douglass  be  not  admitted  to  hold  any  commission  under 
*  rmted  States,  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  of  war,  until  such  time  as  he  shall 
••?«2der  himself  'and  abide  the  said  Judgment  against  him,  or  procure  the  same  to  be 
^^'m  or  set  aside  by  due  course  of  l&w. —Jotimals  of  Congress. 

13 
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[No.  2482.] 
RELATIVE  TO  THE  EXCHANGE  OP  CITIZENS. 

Correspondence  Between  Oovemor  CUnion  and  Oeneral  Robert  Emm 

on  This  Subject. 

Lower  Salem,  Ang't  17th  1779. 

Sir;  Our  parties  haTing  in  some  enterpriBes  about  &  witbia 
the  Enemies  Lines  brought  off  several  Prisoners  who  are  the 
professed  Citizens  of  the  Enemy,  &  the  Enemy  having  in  poi- 
session  some  Citizens  of  ours,  I  write  to  your  Excellency  to  beg 
the  favour  of  you  to  settle  an  exchange  for  them  should  von 
think  it  expedient,  not  in  the  least  inclining  to  intermeddle  in 
any  matter  in  which  the  Civil  Department  may,  and  ought  to 
direct. 

The  Bearer  seems  to  interest  himself  in  behalf  of  two  persons, 
in  whose  favour  he  has  much  to  say,  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  his  story  &  determine  as  you  think  proper.  Lt 
Colo.  White  informs  me  that  General  Wolcott  had  already 
promised,  for  all  the  Prisoners  except  two;  this  I  knew  not  o( 
till  this  moment,  but  your  determination  will  govern  the  steps 
that  are  to  be  taken;  however,  there  are  two  that  even  that 
enjragement  does  not  interfere  with  &  the  request  of  this  man 
uiifrht  be  granted  should  it  on  examination  appear  proper  to 
your  Excellency.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest 
respect,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  Obt.  Hum.  Ser. 

Robt  Howe/ 

Ill's  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 

*  Robert  Howe  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  born  in  1732  and  whert 

ho  Jied  November  12,  17^.    lie  desceudtd  from  an  English  famtly,  and  when  thiity-foir 

years  of  age  waa  appointed  captain  of  Fort  Johnson,  N.  C.    He  was  a  member  of  tit 

^•^embly  in  1772-73,  delegate  to  the  Colonial  Congress,  August.  1774,  and  chairman  of 

committee  which  considered  the  speech   of  the  loyal   governor.   Martin,   who  M 

ought  up  over  Howe's  rebellious  reply  that  he  issued  a  proclamation  denouorlDl 

for  assuming  the  title  of  colonel.    A  few  weeks  later  Howe  was  commissloaal 

I  of  the  Second  North  Carolina  I^rimcnt  by  the  Colonial  Congress.    The  follov* 
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P.  S.  Several  Whale  Boats  said  to  be  employ'd  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reconnoitring,  seem  to  acknowledge  no  command  &  are 
said  to  committ  such  enormities  on  the  improper  side  of  the 
Sound  &  on  improper  persons,  that  it  calls  for  correction;  as  I 
have  been  informed  they  were  employed  by  your  Excellency,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  lay  this  matter  before  you,  previous 
to  my  taking  any  steps  upon  the  occasion,  &  to  beg  the  favour 
of  you  to  inform  me  to  whom  these  peple  are  amenable  &  what 

the  end  of  their  appointment. 

R.  H. 


Aug't  19,  1779,  Kingston. 
Sir,  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  Letter  of  the  17th 
Inst,  which  I  have  this  moment  received.  I  am  sensible  the 
Enemy  are  possessed  of  several  valuable  Citizens  of  the  State 
whose  Liberation  I  have  much  at  Heart,  and  have  taken  great 
Pains  to  effect,  but  hitherto  the  Enemy  have  declined  entering 
into  any  but  partial  Exchanges  with  me,  such  as  neither  my 
Duty  nor  Justice  to  the  suffering  Subjects  of  this  State  in  their 
Mauds  would  allow  me  to  negociate.*     I  have  lately  repeated 

ing  December  be  was  ordered  with  bla  command  to  Virginia,  where  he  assisted  In 
driving  the  loyal  govemor,  Dunmore,  out  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  state.  For  this 
meritorious  act  be  was  given  the  thanks  of  the  Virginia  Convention  and  of  Congress, 
and  was  commissioned  brigadier-general. 

Howe  saw  considerable  active  service  in  North  Carolina.  South  Carolina,  Florida  and 
Georgia,  having  in  the  meantime  been  commissioned  major-general.  While  defending 
the  city  of  Savannah,  he  carelessly  permitted  himself  to  be  surprised  by  the  British 
forces,  and  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  city.  A  court  martial  acquitted  him,  but 
Howe's  conduct  was  open  to  severe  criticism  which  resulted  In  a  bloodlecNi  duel  between 
him  und  General  Christopher  Gadsden.  Howe  was  superseded  in  the  command  of  the 
southern  department  by  General  Benjamin  Lincoln,  proceeded  north  and  Joined  Wash- 
ington on  the  Hudson.  He  was  in  command  of  West  Point  from  1779  to  1781,  when  he 
led  the  troops  that  were  sent  to  crush  the  mutiny  in  the  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey 
forcfs.  In  May,  1785,  he  was  appointed  by  Congress  to  treat  with  the  western  Indians. 
Upon  his  return  to  North  Carolina  he  was  overwhelmed  with  public  attention  and 
elected  to  the  Legislature,  but  death  intervened  before  he  tool(  his  seat.— Statb 
Historian. 

•Under  data  of  Williamsburg,  July  22,  1779,  Thomas  Jefferson  wrote  to  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton.  Governor  of  Canada,  as  follows: 

"We  think  ourselves  Justified  in  Governor  Hamilton's  strict  confinement  on  the 
general  principle  of  National  retaliation.  To  state  to  you  the  particular  facts  of  British 
cruelty  to  American  prisoners,  would  be  to  give  a  melancholy  history  from  the  capture 
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my  Proposals  to  tbeni  for  a  general  Exchange,  but  have 
jet  received  their  answer,  and  I  have  now  confine^  in  c 
goal  several  Persons  of  some  Consequence,  who  have  been  b 
from  Long  Island  &  other  Places  within  .their  lines,  in  Ho 
that  severe  Retaliation  will  at  length  induce  them  to  list^i 
Reason  &  consent  to  a  general  and  equitable  Exchange.  I  si 
be  much  obliged  to  you,  therefore,  that  such  of  the  disaffec 
subjects  of  this  State  residing  within  the  Enemies  Lines  as  y 
Parties  may  take,  be  closely  confined,  &  if  this  cannot  be  d 
conveniently  in  your  Camp,  that  they  be  forwarded  to  Pokeei 

of  Colo.  Ethan  Allen,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  to  the  present  day.  a  history  t 
I  will  aTOid.  as  equally  disagreeable  to  you  and  to  me.  I  with  pleasure  do  yov 
justice  to  say  that  I  believe  these  facts  to  be  very  msny  unknown  to  you,  as  Ca 
has  been  the  only  scene  of  your  service  in  America,  and.  in  that  quarter,  we 
reason  to  believe  that  Sir  Guy  Carleton.  and  the  three  officers  commandinir  there, 
treated  our  prisoners  (since  the  insunce  of  Colo.  Allen)  with  considerable  k 
What  has  been  done  in  England,  and  what  in  New  York  Jb  Philadelphia,  yov 
probably  uninformed:  as  it  would  hardly  be  made  the  subject  of  epistolary  oorrsq 
•nee.  I  win  only  observe  to  you,  Sir.  that  the  confinement  and  treatment  ol 
officers,  soldiers  and  seamen,  have  been  so  rigorous  and  cruel,  as  that  a  very 
portion  of  the  whole  of  those  captured  in  the  course  of  this  war.  Jb  carried  to  Phil 
phia  while  in  possession  of  the  British  army  and  to  New  York,  have  perished  mlse 
from  that  cause  only:  and  that  this  fact  is  as  well  establiahed  with  us.  as  any  hlsti 
fact  which  has  happened  in  the  course  of  the  war.  A  Gentleman  of  this  Com 
wealth  In  public  office,  and  of  known  and  established  character,  who  was  taken  o 
sea,  carried  to  New  York  and  exchanged,  has  given  us  lately  a  particular  infora 
of  the  treatment  of  our  prisoners  there.  Officers  taken  by  land,  it  seems,  are  pern 
to  go  on  parole  within  certain  limits  of  Long  Island,  till  suggestions  shall  be  ma 
their  prejudice  by  some  Tory  refugee,  or  other  equally  worthless  person,  when 
are  hurried  to  the  Provot  in  New  York,  without  enquiring  "whether  thsy  be  foi 
upon  positive  facts,  be  matter  of  hearsay,  or  taken  from  the  reports  of  interested  z 
The  example  of  enquiring  into  the  truth  of  charges  of  this  naturs  according  to 
principles  of  evidence,  has  surely  not  been  set  us  by  our  enemies.  We  esquired 
these  Provots  were  and  were  told  they  were  the  common  miserabla  Jails,  built  fo 
confinement  of  malefactors.  Officers  and  men  taken  by  sea  were  kept  in  prison 
lnfe[sted]  with  [  ]ught  on  by  the  crowd  [pert*  of  omt  iine  amd  oil  of  aaoll 

hottom  of  the  page  lackinii'\  from  five  to  ten  a  day.  Wlien  therefore  we  arc  desired  t 
possible  consequence  of  treating  prisoners  with  rigour.  I  need  only  aak  wben  did 
rigours  begin?  not  with  us  assuredly.  I  thick  you.  Sir,  who  have  had  as  good  o 
tnnilles  as  any  British  officer  of  learning  in  what  manner  we  treat  those  whoi 
fortune  of  war  has  put  ic  our  hands  can  clear  us  from  the  charge  of  rigour  as  1 
your  knowledge  or  information  has  extended.  I  can  assert  that  Governor  Ham! 
is  the  first  instance  which  has  occurred  in  my  own  country,  and.  if  there  has 
another  in  any  of  the  United  States,  it  is  unknown  to  me:  these  Instances  must 
beifn  extremely  rare,  if  they  have  ever  existed  at  all.  or  they  could  not  have 
altogether  unheard  of  by  me.  wben  a  uniform  exenise  of  kindness  to  prisoners  c 
pan  has  been  returned  by  as  uniform  severity  on  the  part  of  our  enemies.  You 
excuse  me  for  sayirc  it  is  high  time,  by  o:her  lessons,  to  teach  respect  to  the  di 
of  humanity,  in  su'b  a  ciso  retaliation  beconres  an  act  of  humanity. 

But  furrose.  Sir.  ^e  ^ere  wllllnc  5ti;:  '.onper  to  decline  the  drudgery  of  g( 
retaliation,  yet  Go«.emor  Han:  '.Ton's  conduct  bas  been  such  as  to  call  for  exen 
puzUhaczt  cz   h:ri  i<rsczA':,v.    Zn  say.rp  tb  ?  I  iave  not  so  much  in  view  hii 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  197 

for  this  Purpose.  I  cannot  consent  that  any  of  them  be  deliv- 
ered to  Grenl.  Wolcott  who,  as  he  commands  the  militia  of 
Connecticut,  may  conceive  it  not  improper  to  exchange  thfem  for 
sahjVcts  of  that  State,  which  we'd  be  a  manifest  Injustice  to 
this,  &  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  am  warranted  in  this  suspicion  from 
some  Instances  which  have  lately  happened. 

With  Respect  of  the  Whale  Boats  cruizing  in  the  Sound.  I 
know  but  of  one  or  two  commissioned  under  this  State,  whose 
Capts.  have  express  Instructions  not  to  Land  on  Long  Island, 
except  obliged  by  Stress  of  Weather  &  in  that  Case  not  to  offer 

tknJar  cruelties  to  our  CittseDB,  prisoners  with  him  (which  tho'  tt^ey  have  been  great, 
vert  of  nccenitr  confined  to  a  small  scale)  as  the  general  nature  of  the  service  he 
udertook  at  Detroit  and  the  extensive  exercise  of  cruelties  which  they  involved.  Those 
vie  act  together  in  war  are  answerable  for  each  other.  No  distinction  can  be  made 
feHwcca  principal  and  ally  by  those  against  whom  the  war  Is  waged.  He  who  employs 
ttotber  to  do  a  deed  makes  the  deed  his  own.  If  he  calls  in  the  hand  of  the  assassin 
tt  Biirderer,  himself  becomes  the  assassin  or  murderer.  The  known  rule  of  warfare 
If  the  Indian  Sarages  is  an  Indiscriminate  butchery  of  men,  women  &  children.  These 
MTifts.  under  this  well  known  character,  are  employed  by  the  British  Nation  ^as 
•Ukt  In  the  war  against  the  Americans.  Governor  Hamilton  undertakes  to  be  the 
coadnctor  of  the  war.  In  the  execution  of  that  undertaking,  he  associates  small  parties 
<^  tbe  whites  under  his  immediate  command  with,  large  parties  of  the  savages,  and 
i*Li»  them  to  act.  sometimes  jointly,  and  sometimes  separately,  not  against  our  forts 
«  Annies  in  the  Field,  but  the  farming  settlements  on  our  frontiers.  Governor  Hamil- 
(OG  Is  himself  the  butcher  of  men,  women  &  children.  I  will  not  say  to  what  length  the 
tuT  rules  of  war  would  extend  the  right  of  punishment  against  him;  but  I  am  sure 
(t&t  confinement  under  its  strictest  circumstances,  for  Indian  devastation  and  massacre 
Kan  be  deemed  lenity.  I  apprehend  you  bad  not  sufficiently  adverted  to  the  expression 
is  tte  advice  of  the  Council  when  you  suppose  tbe  proclamation  there  alluded  to,  to 
be  the  one  addressed  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Illicois  afterwards  printed  in  tbe  public 
V^l-tn  Ik  to  be  affirmed  to  contain  'deuun  [Two   lines  at  bottom  of  page 

CDce]  ians'   Proclamation,    there  alluded   to.    contained    nothing   more  than  an 

i&rjtation  to  our  officers  and  soldiers  to  join  British  arms  against  those  whom  he  is 
pleaied  to  call  Rebels  and  Traitors.  In  order  to  introduce  these  among  our  people, 
tb«7  were  put  into  tbe  hands  of  the  Indians;  and  in  every  house,  where  they  murdered 
cr  carried  sway  the  family,  they  left  one  of  these  proclamations,  some  of  them  were 
'ouLd  sticking  on  the  breasts  of  the  persons  murdered,  one  under  the  hand  &  seal  of 
GoTernor  HaiDilton  came  to  our  hands.  The  Indians  being  the  bearers  of  proclamations 
^i^T  tbe  hand  and  seal  of  Governor  Hamilton  (no  matter  what  was  the  subject  of 
ittmi  there  can  be  no  doubt  they  were  acting  under  his  direction,  and.  as  including 
'.til  proof,  the  fact  was  cited  in  the  advice  of  the  Council.  But  if  you  will  be  so 
fvA  as  to  recur  to  the  address  of  the  Illinois,  which  you  refer  to,  you  will  find  that, 
±v  it  does  not  In  express  terms  threaten  vengeance,  blood  &  massacro,  yet  it  proves 
tb&t  the  Governor  had  made  for  us  tbe  most  ample  provision  of  all  these  Calamities. 
H»  there  gives  In  detail  the  horrid  catalogue  of  savage  nations,  extending  from  South 
t:  Ncnh  whom  he  had  leagued  with  himself  to  wage  combined  war  on  our  frontiers; 
i*'l  ::  is  well  known  that  that  war  would  of  course  be  iiiadc  up  of  blood  and  general 
^»»ttcres  of  men.  women  and  childron.  Other  papers  of  Governor  Hamilton's  have 
^ffie  to  our  bands  containing  instructions  to  officers  goir:g  out  with  scalping  parties 
0- Indians  lb  Whites,  and  proving  that  kind  of  war  was  waged  under  his  express  orders; 
Jartk#r  proofs  in  nbundance  might  be  adduced,  but  I  suppose  the  fact  la  loo  t.o\.or\o\i* 
to  'Hd  them."— Writings  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 


»s 
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ihe  least  Injury  to  the  iDliabitants.  A  few  Dajs  a 
Cornwall  bad  my  Permissiou  to  go  on  the  Islaod 
iome  of  the  priDcipal  lahabitauts  in  the  service  of 
for  the  Purpose  of  Exchange,  but  as  I  see  the  Prapr 
beiDg  previously  apprized  of  every  measure  of  this  K 
Bon  in  future  shall  have  my  Permission  to  go  OT 
IsIaDd  on  any  Preteoeej  without  their  first  consuli 
the  Subject  and  obtaining  your  Liberty.     I  am 

[To  Gen,  Kobert  Howe.] 

P.  8.     I  shall  have  no  Objection  to  your  Exchanj 
disafiTectet]  Hubjects  you  may  have  in  your  Hands 
Brothers  of  the  Bearer  Mr,  Weed  &c,  * 


[No.  248:1.] . 

JOHN  JAY  REB1GN8  AS  CHIEF  JUSTIC 
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you  soon.  I  should  have  written  by  Mr.  Duane,  but  want  of 
Leisure  as  well  as  want  of  Health  prevented  me. 

Mr.  Morris  will  explain  to  you  very  fully  the  Steps  which  in 
our  opinion  are  necessary  to  be  pursued  respecting  the  Grants. 
I,  therefore,  forbear  saying  any  thing  on  that  Subject  now. 

The  Exertions  of  our  State  have  placed  her  in  a  very  respect- 
able Point  of  View,  and  permit  me  to  tell  you,  that  your  march 
to  the  Highlands  has  given  occasion  to  many  handsome  things 
being  said  &  written  of  you  here. 

In  my  Letter  to  the  Chancellor*  is  enclosed  a  Resignation  of 
my  offiee.f  Say  nothing  of  it  till  you  see  him.  You  will  find 
no  Reasons  assigned  for  this  measure;  to  you  they  would  be 
unnecessary.  I  shall  return  to  private  Life  with  a  Determina- 
tion not  to  shrink  from  the  Duties  of  a  Citizen,  during  the 
Continuance  of  the  present  Contest  I  consider  the  Public  as 
entitled  to  my  Time  &  services.     My  best  Respects  to  Mrs. 

Clinton.     I  am,  Dear  Sir,  very  sincerely  yours  &c. 

John  Jay- 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  2484.] 
Colonel  John  Lamb,  Outranked  by  Colonel  Crane,  Desires  to  Resign 

from  the  Service. 

Fishkills  19th  August  1779. 
Dear  Sir,  I  have  the  inortitiration  to  inform  you,  that  I  shall 
be  constrained  to  quit  the  Service,  contrary  to  my  expectations, 
before  the  Ball  is  clos'd,  owing  to  a  late  decision  of  a  Board  of 

"Robert  LiviDgston. 

fOn  October  Ist,  when  Jay  retired  from  Congress  to  take  the  Spanish  mlselon.  'Con- 
gress passed  the  following  resolution: 

"Rftfolvtd,  Thst  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  the  Hon.  John  Jay,  Esq.;  l.ite 
president,  in  testimony  of  their  approbation  of  his  conduct  In  the  chair,  and  the 
czerutlon  of  public  business.*'    See  page  2$1. 
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Ueiieral  Officers,  appointed  by.  General  Washington,  lo  settle  the 
relative  Rank. of  the  Field  Officers  of  Artillery;  who  have  Ranked 
Colonel  Crane,  before  me,  alt  ho'  my  Commission  (as  Captain) 
fnnn  Congress  is  of  earlier  date  than  his; — ^As  I  am  possessed 
of  Colo.  Crane's  pretentions,  I  am  fully  convinced  they  have  done 
mo  the  greatest  injustice;  in  consequence  of  which,  I  have  ap- 
plied to  his  Excellency  for  permission  to  resign;  which  he  hat 
declined  granting,  and  refers  me  to  Congress; — Many  of  my 
Friends  advise  me,  to  apply  to  Congress  for  redress;  but,  as  this 
will  be  attended  with  considerable  expence,  besides  the  uncer- 
tainty of  obtaining  justice,  I  am  almost  deterred  from  thinking 
of  such  a  Step.  I  shall  be  extremely  happy  to  have  your  Friendly 
advice  on  this  very  interesting  matter;  and  should  you  think 
my  application  to  Congress  eligible.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to 
you,  if  you  will  be  so  condescending  as  to  write  a  Line  to  the 
President,  and  some  of  your  other  Friends;  which  will  give 
weight  to  an  application  of  mine  for  a  hearing. 

Should  1  be  obliged  to  quit  the  Service  at  this  time,  it  will 
intirely  disooncert  my  Plan  of  settling  in  the  Place  of  my  Na 
tivity,  ai  the  lonolusiou  of  ilu*  War:  as  I  must  either  go  abroad, 
or  settle  in  l^^<ton.  or  some  oxhrv  Capital  Place,  to  obtain,  by 
honest  Industry,  a  living  for  myself  and  Family:  and  when  I 
ba\e  onot  iixed  u\ysolf!  and  entertil  into  Business,  it  will  per- 
haps, 1m^  anendrd  with  izivat  inconvrnienee.  and  many  disad- 
\.uKas:t's,  :o  rt-n.ovo  to  ;ui\  o:lu-r  j'l.ue.  I  havf  the  honor  to  be, 
\x.:h   \\u    cr  ,1  .  s:   Ki^p*.:.   l»va:    S.r.  >our  OMitrt-d.  and  Most 

J4ihn   Lamb. 
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[No.  2485.] 

GENERAL  ORDER  FOft  UNIFORMS. 

With  the  Facings'to  Distinguish  Troops  from  the  Different  States. 

Philadelphia  Aug't  20th  1779. 
&ir,   I  haTe  the  honour  to  transmit  you,  the  Copy  of  a  Letter 
which  I  have  received  from  the  Board  of  War,  with  the  ordi- 
nance of  Congress  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Cloathing  Depart- 
ment, and  as  the  language  of  the  Hon'ble  Board  is  amply  ex- 
pressive of  the  Pwblick  Necessity  for  your  assistance,  I  shall  wave 
every  other  Sentiment  on  the  occasion  but  my  warmest  prayers 
for  the  SQCcess  of  our  attempts  to  Clothe  an  army  which  most 
deservedly  merits  every  possible  Comfort.     I  hope  to  be  honourd 
with  an  answer  to  the  material  points  contained  in  the  enclosed 
letter  from  the  Board  of  War  and  have  the  Honour  to  be  Your 
Eicellency's  most  Humble  Servant 

James  Wilkinson  Clo.  General. 
HLs  Exc'y  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr. 


War  Office,  Aug't  16th  1779. 
!*ir:  You  will  be  pleased  immediately  to  write  the  most  press- 
■Du'  Letters  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  earnestly 
^qacsting  their  immediate  Exertions  in  proeminj!;  Supplies  of 
^-loathing  for  the  Troops  of  their  respective  Quotas;  you  will  be 
pleased  to  inform  them  that  they  are  looked  to  &  have  been  for 
a  lonj:  time  past  for  the  principal  Supplies,  &  that  it  is  out  of 
tb»f  power  of  the  Officers  employd  by  Congress  to  procure 
'  l^^'athing  in  sufficient  Quantities  without  the  immediate  and 
Vigorous  Exertions  of  the  <^lov(*rnments  of  the  respective  stalv^s. 


2^2 
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The  Articles  the  States  should  most  attend  to  are  Shirts,  Shoes, 
Uatts,  &  Blanketts;  we  have  woolen  Garments  in  greater  PJenty 
than  the  Articles  above  enumerated,  but  not  a  sufficiency  even 
of  these.    We  are,  Sir,  your  very  obed.  Servants 

Richard  Peters, 

By  Order. 

It  will  not  be  amiss  to  inform  the  states  that  if  they  procure 
woolen  Cloathing  to  be  made  up,  the  Breeches  may  be  omitted, 
&  woolen  overalls  lined  as  low  as  the  Knee  with  Linen  substi- 
tuted in  their  Room,  as  these  with  Socks  answer  a  better  par 
pose  than  Breeches  &  stockings,  &  are  concluded  upon  as  the 
Winter  Uniform.  The  Uniforms  as  agreed  on  for  the  whole 
army,  to  have  the  Ground  Blue  the  facings  of  the  following 
Colours  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  which  it  would  be  best  to  ac- 
comodate our  present  Provision  of  Cloathing. 


N.  Hampshire,   ] 

Massachusetts, 

Kh.  Island, 

Connecticut, 

N.  York, 

N.  Jersey. 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

N'irginia. 

N.  Carolina, 

Sou.  (.'arolina. 

(.leor^ia. 


\    Facings  White; 


Facings  Buff; 


Scarlett; 

lUuo  facings — Button  Holes 
triiiiM  with  whito  tape  or 
worsted  Lare. 


Vests  &  over- 
alls of  the 
whole  White. 
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[No.  2486.] 

Govefnor  LivingHon  of  New  Jersey  Returns  Thanks  to  Oovemor 

Clinion  for  a  Copy  of  the  Constitution  of  New  York. 

Raritan,  23d  August  1779. 
Sir,  I  have  been  honoured  with  your  Excellency's  Letter,  in- 
closing the  Laws  of  your  State  as  a  present  from  your  Assembly 
to  ours,  and  a  Copy  of  your  Constitution,  as  a  present  from  your 
Excellency  to  me.  For  both,  Sir,  you  have  my  thanks  at  present, 
&  I  doubt  not  our  Legislature  will  return  the  Compliment  by 
transmitting  to  you  a  compleat  set  of  our  Laws.  To  send  your 
Excellency  a  Copy  of  our  Constitution  is  not  at  present  in  my 
power,  not  having  one  Copy  of  it,  but  what  i«  bound  up  with 
other  papers.    I  am,  with  great  Esteem,  your  Excellency's  most 

humble  Serv. 

Wil:  Livingston. 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


Ale-xonder  Hamilton's  Facetious  Letter  Introducing  an  Old  Woman 
to  Governor  Clinton, 

August  24,  79. 

Dear  Sir,  The  bearer  of  this  is  au  old  woman,  and  of  course 
the  most  troublesome  animal  in  the  world.  She  wants  to  go 
into  New  York.  It  was  in  vain  we  told  her  no  inhabitant  could 
be  permitted  by  us  to  go  within  the  enemy's  lines  without  per- 
mission from  the  civil  power.  Old  and  decriped  as  she  is,  she 
made  the  tour  of  the  family,  and  tried  her  blandishments  upon 
each.  I  assured  her  Governor  Clinton  would  have  no  possible 
motive  for-fletaining  her  within  his  territories,  and  would  readily 
give  his  cons^t  to  her  emigration,  but  nothing  would  satisfy 
her  except  a  line^rom  General  Washington  to  the  Governor. 
As  she  showed  a  disposition  to  remain  with  us  till  she  carried 
her   point  with  true  female    perseverance — as    we    are    rather 


lemen  of  the  | 

as  you  most  { 

r,    I   at   last  [ 
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straitened  in  our  quarters,  and  not  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  \ 
family  would  agree  to  share  "his  bed  with  her,  and 
at   all   events  have  the  favor  of  a  visit   from   herj 
promised  her  a  letter  to  you — the  direct  and  sole  end  of  which 
is  to  get  rid  of  her. 

I  dare  say  your  Excellency  will  think  you  make  a  very  good 
bargain  for  the  State,  by  getting  rid  of  her,  also  in  the  manner 
she  wishes.    She  seems  to  be  in  distress,  and  to  have  a  claim  1 
upon  our  compassion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  truest  respect  and  afifection,  1 

your  most  obedient  servant,  ' 

Alexander  Hamilton.* 

You  will  probably  have  heard  of  the  surprise  of  Powle's  Hook,t 
on  the  night  of  the  18th,  by  Major  Lee.  He  took  158  prisonen. 
Killed  and  wounded  about  50.  His  loss  not  more  then  ten  or 
twelve. 

We  havi*  just  received  a  letter  from  Sullivan  from  Tioga,  da!t*d 
the  irith.  He  tells  us  that  hearing  a  body  of  the  enemy  was 
ass^'mbling  at  Chemung,  he  moved  to  attack  them  on  the  nigbt 
of  the  12th.  and  arrived  early  next  morning,  when  he  found  the 
place  evacuated.  He  des?troytHl  the  whole  settlement,  village, 
corn  lields,  &c.  He  afttrwards?  detached  General  Hand  with  hit 
light  tr\H>|^  in  pursuit,  but  rould  not  overtake  the  enemy. 
Hand's  advanced  guard  was  attai  ktnl  by  a  small  lorklng  party, 
and  had  a  few  men  killed  and  woundeil.  The  troops  returned 
to  Tioga,  where  i\u\  \\a\i  tlie  ei  ming  of  tieneral  Clinton 
To  iio\ein«  r  «'ii:i:ou. 


:    -■  V^S  ,    -.  .           ....        ^  .      .      .        ;■  ,  .        i      ^    ....««. 

•-  .::-  -         *••"•:.*:-:."*     Auf-s^t   iv    itt*.   iz  tit 

r^-.r  :i   **  ^    =      -.    V    *    .            :     •    ;    :       ~-    '.v.*    -c-.-r  Mz:zi  -o  th^  PrB«7-d«mt 

*r  -■  *  :  ■                                  -            ■    Vv    .          ■    Ml.   -   L»<  »  r€7<rt  cf  tbc  scrpriM 
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THE  LEGISLATURE  IN  SESSION. 

Governor   CUnton'g   Address— CandUian   of   the   Stat^—Firumoial 
CompUcdtions  and  Embarrassments, 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly:  The  Meeting  of  the 
Legislature,  intended  to  have  been  held  agreeable  to  their  last 
Adjournment  having  been  prevented  by  several  of  the  Members 
taking  the  Field  with  the  Militia,  the  Business  of  the  Session 
thereby  remained  unfinished;  this,  with  the  Importance  of 
«ereral  other  Matters  I  have  now  to  lay  before  you,  induced  me 
to  convene  you  at  this  early  Season,  with  a  View  to  your  dis- 
patching those  Parts  which  require  your  immediate  Attention, 

k  ctptnre  of  the  garrison  of  Powles  Hook.*  The  Major  displayed  a  remarkable  4egret 
«f  prudence,  address,  enterprise,  and  bravery,  upon  this  occasion,  which  does  the 
Ughest  honor  to  himself  and  to  all  the  officers  and  men  under  his  conunand.  The 
iltottlon  of  the  post  rendered  the  attempt  critical  and  the  success  brilliant.  It  was 
Bide  in  consequence  of  information,  that  the  garrison  was  In  a  state  of  negligent 
Mcurlty,  which  the  event  has  justifled.  I  am  much  Indebted  to  Major-Oenl.  Lord 
Stirling  for  the  Judicious  measures  he  took  to  forward  the  enterprise,  and  to  secure 
tb«  retreat  of  the  p*rty.  Lieutenant  McCalester.  who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering 
these  despatches,  will  present  Congress  with  the  standard  of  the  garrison,  which  fell 
into  his  possession  during  the  attack.  Major  Lee  speaks  of  this  gentleman's  conduct 
in  the  handsomest  terms.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


•As  early  as  Augu&t  9th   .Major  Lee  had  submittfd  to  WaahlnRton  a  plan  for  attack- 

iojr  Paulus  Hook,  based  upon  a  suggestion  of  Washington;  but  the  measure  had  been 

postponed  as  involving  too  much  risk. 

tRead  in  Congress,  August  27th.    Referred  to  Paca,  Atlee,  and  Dickinson. 

"I  have  received   your   report  of   the  attack  of  Powles   Hook,  transmitted  by   Capt. 

Rudolph,   which  I  have  forwarded   to   Congress  by  Lieutenant  McCalester.    I   shall  be 

•orry  if  this  should  be  contrary   to  your  wish,   or   Capt.   Rudolph's  expectation,   as   I 

bftve  the  best  opinion  of  this  gentleman's*  merit.    My  motives  for  sending  Lieutenant 

McCalester  with  the  despatches  were,  that  he  commanded  one  of  the  forlorn  hopes,  and 

lot  possession  of  the  standard.    As  custom   required  the  sending  this  to  Congress,  I 

tbought  the  bearer  of  it  ought  to  be  the  person,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  gain 

possession  of  it,  especially  as  you  had  forwarded  it  by  him  to  me;  nor  would  it  have 

been  warranted  by  precedent  to  send  one  with  the  despatches,  and  another  with  the 

Btandard.    You  will  find  my  sense  of  your  conduct,  and  of  the  officers  &  men  under 

ronr  command,  expressed  in  the  general  order  of  yesterday,  and  my  letter  to  Congress. 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  success."— Washington  to  Major  Henri/  Lcc,  23  August,  1779. 

"I  have  been  duly  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  19th,   written  at  9  o'clock  A.  M., 

4nd  that  of  the  same  date,  of  1  o'clock  P.  M.,  containing  the  agreeable  information  of 

Major  Lee's  having  succeeded  against   Powles  Hook.    I  Join  my  congratulations   with 

your  Lordship's  on  this  occasion,  and  thank  you   for  the  effectual  assistance  afforded 

in  completing  the  enterprific.    The  lnprea.«?c  of  confidence,   which  the  army  will  derive 

from   this  affair  and  that  at   Stony  Point,   I  flatter  myself,  tho'   great,   will  be  among 

the  least  of  the  advantages  resulting  from  these  events. 

**As  the  enemy  must  feel  hini.self  disgraced  by  these  losses,  they  may  endeavor  to 
lessen  it  by  a  retaliation  in  kind.  It  is  natural  to  expect  his  attempts  on  such  parts 
of  the  enemy  as  lye  most  exposed.  This  sentiment,  I  make  no  doubt,  has  occurred  to 
your  Lordship,  and  will  of  course  proportion  your  vigilance  to  tho  nature  of  your 
situation,  and  the  danger  which  may  be  apprehended.  I  have  this  moment  received 
your  letter  of  the  20th.  Your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  give  my  thanks  to  the  officers 
and  troops  concerned  In  the  capture  of  the  garrison  at  Powles  Hook,  for  their  pood 
conduct  and  gaJlant  behavior  on  tho  occasion.  The  commissary  of  prisoners  is  directed 
to  attend,  and  receive  the  British  prisoners."— Tl^'as/iin^/on  to  Major-Gcncral  Lord 
Btirling,  21  August^  1779. 

P.  S.  The  report  not  having  been  received  till  this  day.  prevented  a  speedier  trans- 
mission.   Major   Lee  mentions  twenty   men   lost  on   our  side.    Capt.   Rudolph   informs. 
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and  fixing,  by  vour  own  Adjournment,  such  future  Day  as  you 
shall  judge  most  convenient,  for  compleating  what  may  be  safely 
deferred. 

With  respect  to  the  general  Condition  of  the  State,  it  is  my 
Duty  to  inform  you,  that  the  Enemy,  frustrated  in  their  late 
Attempts  to  penetrate  into  the  more  interior  Parts  of  it,  and 
encreasing  in  Barbarity,  as  they  diminish  in  Strength,  have,  with 
Circumstances  of  extreme  Cruelty,  laid  waste  a  consideraMc 

that,  since  the  report  was  concluded,  several  of  the  missing  had  returned,  wfalcii  «:J 
lessen  the  supposed  loss  near  one-half. --Washington' 8  Works. 

August  20.— Yesterday  morning,  at  three  o'clock,  an  attack  was  made  on  the  Britiib 
garrison  at  Powle's  Hook:  which,  after  a  faint  resistance,  surrendered  prlsoorn  o? 
war.  except  Major  Sutherland  acd  about  fifty  of  his  men,  who.  under  coTer  of  tbf 
night. -made  their  escape  to  a  small  block-house  on  the  left  of  the  fort.  The  Amt-n-aii 
party  was  commanded  by  Major  Lee.  of  the  horse,  who.  in  a  letter  to  General  \v«eb- 
ington,  gives  the  following  particular  account  of  the  affair:  "I  took  command  cf  tbe 
troops  employed  on  this  ocratiiun,  on  the  18th.  They  amounted  to  four  hui.drtd 
Infantry,  (ompospd  uf  detachnuM.ts  of  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  divisions,  and  oie 
troop  of  dlsniounttd  dragoons.  The  troops  moved  from  the  vicinity  of  the  New  Brldce 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  nfti'moon— patrols  of  horse  being  detached  to  watch  the  coai- 
municatlon  with  the  North  River,  and  parties  of  infantry  stationed  at  the  dlfler«'r.i 
avenues  lending  to  Powle's  Hook.  My  anxiety  to  render  the  march  as  easy  aa  possibi*. 
indurrd  me  to  pursue  th**  Uereen  road  lower  than  Intended.  After  filing  into  tbr 
mouiitnli.s.  the  timidity  or  treachery  of  the  principal  guide  prolonged  a  short  minb 
into  a  march  of  three  hourx:  by  this  means  the  troops  were  exceedingly  harassed:  aid. 
being  obligtd  to  paifs  through  di  en,  mountainous  woods  to  regain  our  route,  ft-m' 
parties  of  the  rear  were  unfortunately  separated.  This  affected  me  most  sensiblr.  ** 
it  not  only  diminished  the  number  of  the  men  destined  for  the  assault,  but  deprivid 
me  <if  the  :iid  of  .•-everal  ofllceris  of  di<-tinguiKhed  merit. 

"On  reachlr.p  tht-  point  ot  separation.  T found  my  first  disposition  Impracticable,  butb 
from  tlie  lit  ar  approach  of  day.  and  the  rising  of  the  tid«'.  Not  a  moment  beir.e  ^> 
span*.  I  paid  i.o  atti-ntiou  to  t':ie  punctilios  of  honor  or  rank,  but  ordered  the  tiu-pi 
to  ndvaiKi*  in  their  tb«  n  dii^positlon.  l.leutenn.'it  Kudolph.  whom  I  had  previously  d-- 
taelitd  to  ni  (ii.i  (litr*^  th-  rnH5nv<:«  of  the  eunal.  returned  to  me  at  this  point  of  limv. 
aiid  leiDi-riil  that  nil  was  silence  within  tli>'  work;^:  that  he  bad  fathomed  the  ciml 
and  found  tin  jmsKape  (n.  ihi*  centre  rout(=  still  ^dmlsulble.  Thli  iatervenlnfE  l;Et'*UJ- 
gciK  e  was  iiniiii  <liaTi-ly  ■  oinniunli-ated  from  fnjtit  to  rear,  nud  the  iroopi  pusheil  az 
with  that  rcsoiuTion.  (»rdi'r.  and  (ooiness.  which  insures  succeit. 

"Thi-  furlon.  hope^,  lid  by  Lieutenant  M'CalllnCer  of  the  Maryland,  and  Llnn^riEl 
RndtiUth  ui  the  dra»:oons.  marched  on  with  iralied  armi  In  most  profoutid  iijfi"^ 
Such  was  thi-  slnmilar  address  of  these  two  jEentkmen.  that  llio  flnt  notlc*^  t^  tb^ 
gnrrixiii  w.is  tho  fotlorns  plunging  into  tbe  f^anai.  A  firing  Immedlateir  cot^imeuciC 
from  tlie  bloi-k-liuuses.  ai.d  along  the  line  ftf  abaCtlii.  but  did  not  la  the  least  cbt^k 
the  adv.iiK.e  of  the  troops.  The  forlorn.  Furporti  d  by  Major  Clarke  at  tbft  head  rf  (h* 
rigtit  <  iihiniTi.  l)n»ke  through  all  nppo$<ition.  aiiA  toxmii  an  entrance  Isto  tta«  main  vork. 
So  rapid  was  the  movt  mei.ts  of  the  troops,  that  we  fsalned  the  fort  before  tbc  dlirhsrf* 
of  a  single  pi«n.'  of  artillery.  Th**  centre  column,  commanded  by  CaplAlA  Fdrtrtb  <*• 
passing  tho  abaitls.  took  a  direction  to  their  left  LlPUtenaDt  Armstrotig  l«d  oq  tif 
advnm  e  of  this  column.  Thvv  soon  possessed  them«e1vefl  of  tbe  oinc«T«  aad  uwpi  i 
p09t<.d  at  the  hou<>i>  Nn.  G.  and  fully  completed  everr  cib](<ct  of  their  d««tlfiatloa^  Tfeaj 
rear  •  olunin.  undtr  Captain  Handy,  movcil  forwara  In  support  of  th» 
wen    wo  I  Mmplf-tcly  vii-torlous  In  the  spare  of  a  f*w  momeotlw 

"The  .'tTipenrnncp  of  daylight,  my  apprehei        ^    ^?ft  mam*  accfdapt  ifjillf  hg 
the  lioatri.  the  numerous  difficulties  of  the  i  tho  lianiMd  T — 

the  dciitrnt  tion   of  all  our  ammunition  by         r     «c  the  tti 

me   t»»   r*'fire   at   the   moment   of   victory,     .'tlajor  Clsrke.  , ._   _ 

imrn.  .liatciy  put  in  motion  with  the  greater  part  of  Oie  prV^nni^T*.    C^ptaiaJ 
low'd  nn  with  tho  remainder.    Lieutenants  At^i^fttg  «Dd  1^9«d  tarm^Aj' 

"In. iii».d lately  on  the  commencement  of  thr  r^tiN^^  1  «eT»L  Urmt^rA 
to  Prior-  Mill  to  collen  such  men  from  '^erwit 

nrtinn.  ai.d  to  take  PORt  on  the  height*  of  E^^ 
this  I'lai  f.  I  was  Informed  by  Comet  N«lll  '•"^^ 
for  the  purpofie  of  laying  the  bridga  ft"^  ' 
senp.  r  dirci  ted  to  him  previous  to  th* 
Cnr>^itn  I'evdit-.,  who  had  charge  of  f^ 

"Stru.-k  with   apprehension  thtt  ' 
rodM  forward  to  the  front  undar 
embarkation,  and  no  boats  to  X« 
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Part  of  Westchester  County;  which,  from  its  Situation,  must 
unavoidably  be  exposed  to  the  Ravages  of  an  Enemy  who  have 
the  Command  of  the  Waters  by  which  it  is  nearly  encompassed. 
Such  Part  of  the  Levies  destined  for  the  Protection  of  the 
Northern  and  Western  Frontier,  as  are  raised,  have  been  so 
disposed,  as,  with  the  Militia,  in  a  great  Measure,  to  afford 
Security  to  the  different  Settlements;  which  (if  we  except  the 
Irruption  of  the  Enemy  at  Minisink,  at  a  Time  when  the  Guards, 

time  In  my  declsiozi.  but  ordered  the  troops  to  regain  Bergen  road,  and  move  on  to 
tbe  New  Bridge.  At  the  same  time,  I  communicated  my  disappointment  to  Lord 
Stirling  by  express,  then  returned  to  Prior's  Bridge  to  the  rear  guard. 

"Oppressed  by  every  possible  misfortune,  at  the  bead  of  troops  worn  down  by  a 
rapid  march  of  thirty  miles,  through  mountains,  swamps,  and  deep  morasses,  without 
the  least  refreshment  during  the  whole  march,  ammunition  destroyed,  encumbered  with 
prisoner*,  and  a  retreat  of  fourteen  miles  to  make  good,  on  a  route  admissible  of 
interception  at  several  points  by  a  march  of  two.  three,  or  four  miles,  one  body  moving 
in  our  rear,  and  another  (from  the  Intelligence  I  had  received  from  the  captured  offi- 
cers) in  all  probability  well  advanced  on  our  right,  a  retreat  naturally  Impossible  to 
our  left,  under  all  these  distressing  circumstances,  my  sole  dependence  was  in  the 
persenrerlng  gallantry  of  the  officers,  and  obstinate  courage  of  the  troops.  In  this  I 
was  fully  satisfied  by  the  shouts  of  the  soldiery,  who  gave  every  proof  of  unimpaired 
vigor  at  the  moment  the  enemy's  approach  was  announced. 

"Having  gained  the  point  of  interception  opposite  Weehock.  (Weehawken,)  Captain 
Handy  was  directed  to  move  with  his  division  on  the  mountain  road.  In  order  to 
facilitate  the  retreat.  Captain  Catlett.  of  the  second  Virginia  regiment,  fortunately 
Joined  me  at  this  moment  at  the  head  of  fifty  men  with  good  ammunition.  I  imme- 
diately halted  this  officer,  sand  having  detached  two  parties,  the  one  on  the  Bergen  road 
in  the  rear  of  Major  Clarke,  the  other  on  the  banks  of  the  North  River.  I  moved  with 
the  party  under  command  of  the  captain  on  the  centre  route.  By  those  precautions  a 
sudden  approach  of  the  enemy  was  fully  prevented.  I  am  very  much  indebted  to  this 
officer  aud  the  gentlemen  under  him.  for  their  alacrity  and  vigilance  on  this  occasion. 

•'On  the  rear's  approach  to  the  Fort  Lee  road,  we  met  a  detachment  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Ball,  which  Lord  Stirling  had  pushed  forward,  on  the  flrst  notice  of 
our  situation,  to  support  the  retreat.  The  colonel  moved  on  and  occupied  a  position 
which  effectually  covered  us. 

"Some  little  time  after  this  a  body  of  the  enemy  made  their  appearance,  issuing  out 
of  the  woods  on  our  right,  and  moving  through  the  fields  directly  to  the  road.  They 
immediately  commenced  a  flre  upon  our  rear.  Lieutenant  Reed  was  ordered  to  fa«'e 
them.  whiJe  Lieutenant  Rudolph  threw  himself  witii  a  parly  into  a  stent-  house  whi.-Ji 
commanded  the  road.  These  two  officers  were  directed  mutually  to  support  each  othf  r. 
and  give  time  for  the  troops  to  pass  the  English  Neighborhood  Creek,  at  the  liberty 
pole.  On  the  enemy's  observing  this  disposition,  they  immediately  retired  by  the  same 
route  they  had  approached,  and  gained  the  woods.  The  precipitation  with  which  they 
retired  prevented  the  possibility  of  Colonel  Ball's  falling  in  with  them,  and  saved  the 
whole. 

"The-  body  which  moved  in  our  rear,  having  excessively  fatipued  themselves  by  the 
rapidity  of  their  march,  thought  prudent  to  halt  before  they  came  in  conUict  with  us. 

"Thus  was  every  attempt  to  rut  off  our  rear  completely  baffled.  The  troops  arrived 
safely  at  the  New  Bridge  with  nil  the  prison«.rfl,  about  one  o'clock  P.  M..  on  the  nine- 
teenth. I  should  commit  the  highest  Inju.stlce.  was  1  not  to  assure  your  cxcelUiicy 
that  my  endeavors  were  fully  seronded  by  every  officer  in  his  station;  nor  can  any 
disrrimination  justly  be  made,  but  what  arose  from  opportunity.  Thp  troops  vied  with 
each  other  in  patience  under  their  many  sufferings,  and  conducted  themselves  in  every 
vicif-situde  of  fortune  with  a  resolution  whl(!h  reflect.'^  the  highest  honor  on  th«»ni. 
During  the  whole  action,  not  a  single  muskrt  was  fired  on  our  side:  the  bayonet  wai 
our  sole  dependence. 

"Having  gained  the  fort,  such  was  the  ord*^r  of  the  troops,  and  attention  of  the  ofll- 
cers.  that  the  soldiers  were  prevented  from  plundering,  although  in  the  midst  of  every 
sort.  American  humanity  has  been  again  signally  manifested.  Self-proscrvntioB 
strongly  dictated,  on  the  retreat,  the  putting  the  prisoners  to  death,  and  British  cruelty 
fuUv  justified  it;  notwithstanding  which,  not  a  man  was  wantonly  hurt. 

"During  the  progrew  of  the  troops  in  the  works,  from  tho  differftit  rrports  of  my 
officers  I  conclude  not  more  than  fifty  of  thp  enemy  woro  killed,  and  n  few  wounded- 
Among  the  killed  I--,  one  officer,  supposfd  (from  hi.«<  description)  to  be  a  captain  in 
Colonel  Busklrk's  regiment.  Our  los.q  on  this  occasion  i.«  v<  ry  trlfiine.  I  have  net  y.  i 
bad  a  report  from  the  detachnu nt  of  Virginians;  biit,  as  I  conclude  their  loss  to  hn 
proportionate  to  the  loss  of  the  oth»  r  troops.  I  can  venture  to  pronounce  that  the  Ions 
of  thp  whole  In  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  will  not  exceed  twenty.    As  soon  as  the 
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who  had  been  stationed  there,  were  withdrawn  to  assist  in 
offensive  Oiierationsi  have,  for  the  most  Part,  remained  nndit- 
turbed:  And  we  liave  now  Reason  to  hope,  from  the  Movementi 
of  our  Westrru  Armie^$  that  the  Inhabitants  will  not  only  enjoy 
Trau«]uillity  in  future  but  that  just  Vengeance  will  be  taken 
on  tluMr  wivagtf  Enemy. f 


report  comvsi  to  biLd.  I  will  transmit  to  head-quarten  an  accurate  return.    I  hcrswtU 
tticlose  a  return  of  the  prisoners  taken  from  the  enemy. 

"At  every  poict  of  tbe  enterprise  I  stood  highly  indebted  to  Major  Clarke  (or  h.i 
seal,  activity,  axd  example.  Captains  Handy  and  Forsyth  have  claim  to  my  particular 
thar.kB  for  the  support  I  experiem-ed  from  them  on  every  occasion.  The  Captaioi  R^A 
M'Olace,  Smith.  Crump,  and  Wilmot.  behaved  with  the  greatest  zeal  and  iDtr«pld:tr. 
I  nlu^t  acknowledge  myself  very  much  indebted  to  Major  Burnet  and  Captain  Peyioc. 
of  the  dragoons,  for  their  counsel  and  IndefatlgabUtty  In  the  prtvlous  preparations  ti: 
the  uttark.  The  premature  withdrawal  of  the  boats  was  owing  to  the  noa-arrlTil  of 
my  dtspatrhos;  uud  though  a  most  mortifying  circumstance,  can  be  caUed  nothicg  mort 
thai)  uufununate.  Lieutenant  Vaudtrville.  who  was  to  have  commanded  one  of  :ti« 
forlorus.  but  wan  thrown  out  by  the  alteration  of  the  disposition  of  the  batUe.  coz- 
durtpd  himself  pvrfvctly  fiuidit-r-like.  The  whole  of  the  officers  behaved  with  li« 
greatest  propriety;  acd.  as  I  said  before,  no  discrimination  can  Justly  be  made,  but 
what  arose  from  opportunity. 

"The  Utut>nuLt3^  M'Calli^ter.  Armstrong.  Reed,  and  Rudolph,  distinguished  thcB- 
B«:I\«!!i  remarkably.  Too  much  prai«e  cannot  be  given  to  those  gentlemen  for  tLe^ 
prowess  aLd  t-xample.  ("aptain  Bradford,  of  the  train,  who  volunteered  It  with  m«  (or 
tbi  purpotie  of  takire  direction  of  the  artillery,  deserves  my  warmest  thanks  for  Ll 
zciil  and  ai  tivity.  1  am  peraonally  indtbii  d  to  Captain  Rudolph,  and  Dr.  Irrice  of  ttt 
dr.icootiji.  who  atttuili-d  mo  duriuR  the  expedition,  for  their  many  services. 

"1  ti^i;  l«avt>  til  prcstnt  ycur  (Mcllciiiy  with  the  flag  of  the  fort  by  the  handi  cf 
Mr    M  Cal lifter.  t!ii>  giiitlciuari  iiiiu  whose  po^siiscion  it  fell. 

".\ixti>[.K  tlio  many  unfortunate  «.irrunis(ar.r>s  which  crossed  our  wlsfae*.  cocr  vu 
mow  eo  ihar.  tho  :iccid<  nial  .tbMm  e  of  Colon«^l  Huskirk.  and  the  greatest  part  o!  bJ 
rtpiiut-nl.  T^.iv  h;id  ?ii  i>ut  on  ar.  oxptdiilon  up  thr  North  River  the  very  cigbt  of 'Jit 
attai  k.  A  lorr.iiar.y  of  viKtIaiit  lii'^ifutntu  had  taken  their  place  In  the  fort,  whicb  res- 
d^:-<l  the  s«>  ri  •  y  uf  ap[-i-i<:i<  ii  Uiorv  precarious,  and,  at  the  same  time,  diminished  tlf 
oh.'"  t  of  tb*>  •iitvrpri.xc  l>y  a  r«du<tion  of  the  number  of  the  garrison.  Major  Sutiie:- 
la: -1  r>>rtu:..ir>  ly  sa%».d  hiniS' If  by  a  s-uldler's  coutiterfL-itlcg  his  person.  ThU  :mpofil<:= 
w.iN  T:-.»t  d;-.'i«vi  red  until  too  lat-.. 

"I  :-t'rd>it  to  luivo  hurr:i  the  barrack.^:  but  or.  flrding  a  number  of  si-^k  soldiers  i:l 
wi>:iv-:  wuh  >.>ui;k:  >'[iil<lr<ii  in  th^m.  humar.ity  forbad*^  the  execution  of  my  ictestlos- 
Tl.'-  k  y  of  !lio  iK.ii:.i/ii:t.=  .  uuM  not  b-i  found,  nor  could  It  be  broken  ofti:  in  the  V.'.C* 
t:Ti:<  «o  hjil  Ti-i  s.|.ir<.  n)a::v  atti^mpts  havtr.g  been  made  to  that  purpose  by  tbe  Ucc- 
ti':.;i-ts  M  Cali-.sitr  :it.i1  li- i.-l.  it  wa*  completely  impracticable  to  bring  off  any  p'.ecM 
1 '  .wf.W-  TV.  I  viin.-wltid  Ciif^i.Tin  Pradfoid  or  the  point,  who  cocflrms  me  in  my  opitlo- 
t:.'   -  :rcums!;ir.ve  «'f  spikir^c  th»  m  btir.c  trivial,  it  was  omitted  altogether. 

.\:;-r  n.ori  of  t:c  tn-ir>  !-.;i.l  r»fir.  .1  from  the  w«..rk«.  ir.d  wore  paK^ed  and  ?«■■=« 
I*'.  .l:-.;i1.  .1  ilr»-  »f  inusk«»Tv  ■  onmn  iic*  d  from  a  f  w  *rrai;elcr5.  who  had  colU-:tel  r 
a:.  .  ■.■!  w..rk  ..•::  tf.-  riirht  of  'he  rualr.  f-Tt  T!i-:r  fire  bcl'.ig  IroffH-tual.  and  the  clt*-. 
t-.r^  -i:  I  J.  :.::».:!« J  ::.':  !■>  Utk  .\k  in  vi|  o::  t'l  order  of  r»  treat,  but  continue  p*«5i:< 
tl..  !■  t-!e  ::.  ::i'-t  I  i.i'ior  ■  ot..!;:.!-  tl.:.*  rci.ifor.  without  exprossir.g  uiy  warcei- 
t!:i'^-  i.^  l.ivJ  >f.rl::,»:  for  ilir  ful!  p.itrcr.ap--  I  rucivrd  from  him  in  ev..ry  stACo  c! 
f  .  -.•••j.-:-^  I  iM'^i  .iNi"  I'tur.T  n:y  Tli.if.ks  to  ilit  cAvalry  for  their  vigilant  ei^cuiio: 
.f  •    ■    .'.'••..<  .i-i-i:;'"!  tJi   n-,  "'—Mo'jri'^i  IH-iry  of  th:  HaoluHon. 

•1".  •  •  «ii\.»:  :.i    r.j   k.-T     >.  :  •.■r:N-r  2     0-r..r:\i   js-r  |l.-r  ry   r!::-T.»r.   In   a   letter  to  Ur4 

I'.    :.;     CTirn:*::  .    ilir.  1   New    Wrk.    .X'j^us:  21.   IT::',   s.iye   rf  this  a<':ifjr-:     "On  the  IW 

-•  .T  :    r'      .;4-.;-::  .■:   Tnw  :c  s  ii.-.k  ^.•i•■:.r  -   i-'.T-'-l    l^vut-'  int-Coluce!   Duiklrk  wai 

!. :.    *-.-J   w.:h   ',A'i   or   i^io  trcoT'   v^   .v;;  ,!T  .*o-!'.;    *:i:;i!l    part:ei   who   Interrupted  tt» 

•  .:  .     '.*   cf   vrk-\:-;.'-:    a   i-c  s'.il- r^l'-     !    i!y    cf   iLe  rebels   availed    themselves   of  itu 

■    ■    .-ifv   :.■  .'••■;  I  i  t!.     r  .«•..     \:   I'.roo  \r.  the  mornlrg  they  advanced  to  t^"  cr» 
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Geatlemen,  It  is  with  Pleasure  I  observe,  that  by  the  Assiduity 
of  the  Courts  of  Justice,  Robberies,  and  other  Offences  against 
the  Public  Peace,  notwithstanding  the  insidious  Arts  of  our 
Enemies  to  encourage  theln,  daily  become  less  frequent; 

I  am  sorry,  at  the  same  Time,  to  inform  you,  that  neither  the 
Justice  and  Forbearance  manifested  in  your  late  Resolutions, 
relative  to  the  disaffected  Subjects  in  the  Northeastern  Counties 
of  this  State  nor  the  Measures  which  Congress  have  yet  thought 
fit  to  adopt,  have,  in  any  Degree,  tended  to  quiet  the  Disturb- 
ances in  that  Part  of  the  State.  The  Papers  which  I  shall 
leave  with  you,  will  convey  every  necessary  Information  on  that 
Head,  and  evince  the  Necessity  of  your  taking  immediate  and 
decisive  Steps  for  the  Restoration  of  Order  and  good  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Protection  of  the  faithful  Subjects  of  the  State 
in  those  Counties. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly, 

I  now  also  submit  to  your  Consideration  a  Letter  from  his 
Excellency,  General  Washington,  dated  the  22d  Day  of  May* 
last,  and  sundry  Resolutions  of  Congress  transmitted  me  in 

'Circular  to  the  States.    Head  Quarters.  Middle  Brook.  22  May.  1779. 

Sir.  The  situation  of  our  affairs  at  this  period  appears  to  me  peculiarly  critical,  aud  this 
I  flatter  myself  will  apologise  for  that  anxiety  which  impels  me  to  take  the  liberty  of 
addressing  you  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  state  of  the  army  In  particular  is  alarming  on  several  accounts— that  of  its  num- 
bers is  not  among  the  least.  Our  battalions  are  exceedingly  reduced,  not  only  from 
the  natural  decay  incident  to  the  best  composed  armies;  but  from  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  service  for  which  a  large  proportion  of  the  men  were  engaged.  The 
measures  hitherto  taken  to  replace  them,  so  far  as  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  have 
been  attended  with  very  partial  success;  and  I  am  ignorant  of  any  others  in  contem- 
plation that  afford  a  better  prospect.  A  reinforcement  expected  from  Virginia,  consist- 
ing of  new  levies  and  re-lnllsted  men,  is  necessarily  ordered  to  the  Southward.  Not 
far  short  of  one  third  of  our  whole  force  must  be  detached  on  a  service  undertaken  by 
the  direction  of  Congress  and  essential  in  itself.  I  shall  only  say  of  what  remains, 
that  when  It  is  compared  with  the  force  of  the  enemy  now  actually  at  New  York  and 
Rhode  Island,  with  the  addition  of  the  succors,  they  will  in  all  probability  receive 
from  England,  at  the  lowest  computation— it  will  be  found  to  Justify  fery  serious 
apprehensions  and  to  demand  the  zealous  attention  of  the  different  legislatures. 

When  we  consider  the  rapid  decline  of  our  currency— the  general  temper  of  the  times— 
the  dinatisfactlon  of  a  great  part  of  the  people— the  lethargy  that  overspreads  the 
rest— the  increasing  danger  to   the  Southern  States— we  cannot  but  dread  the   conso- 

14 
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the  ReceBS  of  the  LegiBlature,  particularly  respecting  the  cloath- 
ing*  and  recruiting  the  Continental  Regiments,  and  for  defraj- 
ing  the  Expences  of  the  current  Year,  and  supporting  the  Credit 
of  the  Paper-Money.  As  the  Enlistments  of  many  of  the  Men 
will  expire  in  the  Course  of  the  ensuing  Winter,  the  supplying 
their  Places  will  merit  your  early  Attention,  The  Evils  which 
we  experience  from  the  continued  Depreciation  of  our  Currency, 
the  encouragement  the  Enemy  derive  from  this  Circumstance, 
and  the  Danger  which  might  attend  a  total  Loss  of  its  Credit, 
render  it  a  Subject  of  the  first  Importance,  and  are  alone  suffi- 
cient to  recommend  it  to  your  most  serious  Deliberation.  While 
the  Sense  that  your  Constitutents  loudly  express  of  the  Neces- 
sity of  applying  some  suitable  Remedy  to  this  growing  Evil, 
give  you  the  strongest  Assurances  of  their  Acquiescence  iu  any 

quences  of  any  misfortune  In  this  quarter;  and  must  feel  the  impolicy  of  trustiog  our 
security  to  a  want  of  activity  and  enterprise  in  the  Enemy. 

An  expectation  of  peace  and  an  opinion  of  the  Enemy's  Inability  to  send  mor«  troops 
to  this  country.  I  fear,  have  had  too  powerful  an  influence  in  our  affairs.  I  hare  c^tt 
heard  any  thing  conclusive  to  authorise  the  former,  and  present  appearances  ar«  •". 
my  opinion  against  it.  The  accounts  we  receive  from  E^irope  uniformly  anr.our  t 
vigorous  preparations  to  continue  the  war,  at  least  another  campaign.  The  debjirs  a:  J 
proceedings  in  Parliament  wear  this  complexion.  The  public  papers  speak  confidcrtly 
of  large  reinforcements  destined  for  America.  The  Minister  in  his  speech  j'.^rris 
positively  that  reinforcements  will  be  sent  over  to  Sir  Iknry  Clintcn;  tbcuai  j 
acknowledges  the  future  plan  of  the  war  will  be  less  extensive  than  the  past-Ui  ii  ^* 
eupposid.  that  the  intended  succors  will  not  exceed  five  thousand  men.  Thl?  will  t.^' 
the  Enemy  a  superiority  very  dangerous  to  our  safety,  if  their  stn  neth  he  rroy^riy 
exerted  and  our  situation  is  not  materially  altered  for  the  better.  These  oonsld»'iati'"' 
and  many  more  that  might  be  suggested  point  to  the  necessity  of  immediate  anJ 
decisive  exertions  to  complete  our  battalions  ard  to  make  our  military  forro  mor-  n- 
spfftabl*'.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  an  idea  of  the  true  state  and  to  urs-*  ^^ 
att*  ntion  of  the  States  to  a  matter  in  whirh  their  safety  and  happiness  are  so  'Jt^fl; 
Intoreefd.  I  hope  a  <ono*»rri  for  the  public  good  will  be  admitted  as  the  mo(  =  >.'  ar:' 
tX'  u?*  (if  my  importunity. 

Tht  TH   Is   f  r,e   point    whi. '.i    I    b»*e    Lav.-    to   m«  r.iinn    a!so.     The   want   cf   syst^x   wv. 
has  prevailid  in  tho  rlothUr's  dfpnrtnient  has  bffn  the  source  of  innumerable  ev\l'r- 
Ae(cfti\<-  supplies,   irregular  and  unequal   Issues— great  waste,  loss,   and  expt  r.pe  to  *h 
publi'"— Ctrl' nil    dissatisfaction    In   the   Army— murh   ror.fuslon   and   p-^rplexity— ar.   a'M. 
tlonal   loAd  'f  hu*iir!»"ss  to  th^  offlitr?  foinmandinc.   make  but  a  part  of  them.     I  ha^ 
for  a  li'i'.ir  titih-  past  n;.«'t  ard«'i:lly  df'sir».'il  to  -e*-  a  reformation.     Cor.gr^'s  by  a  r«  «"1^ 
of    the    l.Nl    nf    M.ir-li    h;i«    ■  staMl^:..  •!    a:>    nr«liiiaruo    for    regulating    this    dt-pa?*'!:' ■ ' 
Af«<'r«i:ri:   »"   'h.>.    fh-r-     :<   a   -ul-  nr   ?tat»'  ■  lothfir   to   be  appointed    by   ^arh    >v.i' 
know  i.<i»  V\  hijf   ii^rru'ti'i:  s  ii:ay   h.iv.    bmn   irlvfn  r*"lativo  to  th«"*»»   appointm*^:.'-    l--' 
if    ih.    i::;i!»*^-   n-iw   r-sts   -with    the   parti- ular   Stat-'s.    I   take   the  liberty   to   pre«<  »-' 
fxetution    vi^hnut    loss   of   time     The   service   suffers   amazingly   from    the   divjtd-r 
this  deparmfr.t.  and  ^he  regulaM'-ns  ?<:r  it  can:  ot  b*^  too  soon  carried  into  effect.    •    •    • 
Journals  of  Congrew. 

*See  Volume  IV,  page  659. 
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Plan,  which  their  constitationalBepresentatiyes,  on- a  full  and 
impartial  Review  of  the-  general  Interest,  as  well  as  the  relative 
Situation  of  the  State,  shall  think  proper  to  adopt. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Legislature, 

I  shall,  from  Time  to  Time,  during  the  Session,  digest  and 
communicate  to  jou  such-  other  Matters,  as  shall  appear  to  me 
to  require  your  Attention.  It  is,  under  divine  Providence,  on 
the  wisdom  and  Unanimity  of  the  Councils  of  America,  at  this 
Juncture,  that  her  Happiness  depends;  and  I  have  a  Confidence, 
that  the  same  Zeal  to  promote  the  common  Cause,  for  which 
the  State  hath  hitherto  been  distinguished,  will  be  equally  con- 
spicuous in  your  Deliberations. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Kingston,  August  24,  1770. 


[No.  2487.] 

Colonel  Beatty  Requests  the  Governor  to  Supply  Him  xcith  Informa- 
tion Concerning  Ensign  Leggett  and  Colonel  Thonuis, 

Head  Quarters  West  Point  25th  Aug^t  1770. 

Dear  Sir,  I  was  favoured  a  few  days  since  with  the  EnclostMi 
letter  from  Ab*m  Leggott,  an  Ensign  in  one  of  the  New  Yoik 
Continental  Regts.,  in  answer  to  my  publication  for  all  violators 
of  Parole  to  render  themselves  up,  forthwith  to  the  Enemy — ns 
there  appears,  a  chain  of  circumstances  in  his  case,  peculiar  & 
Hazardous  to  him  (if  true)  1  am  directed  to  lay  \iis  letter,  befort^ 
your  Exceiry  and  to  request  what  Information  you  have  relative* 
to  this  matter;  &  how  far  he  was  Justified  by  you,  in  the  mode 
and  Business  of  his  Escape. 

Nothing  further,  since  1  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  yon,  hav- 
ing been  learn'd,  with  respect  to  Colo.  Thos.  Thomas,  &  tho 
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Enemy  having  renewed  their  claims  for  onr  returning  him,  a'i 
a  military  Prisoner,  I  am  also  to  desire  yoar  Excell'y  to  g^ve  me 
what  circumstances  have  since  come  to  your  knowledge,  relatiVe 
to  the  mode  of  his  capture,  and  the  ifiilitary  Command,  or  in* 
thority  he  was  invested  with  at  that  time.  I  am,  with  mach 
respect,  &  Esteem  Your  Excellency's'most  obed't  Hum'e  Setft 

Jno.  Beatty. 
Please  to  return  the  Inclosed  letter  when  done  with  it. 
His  Excell'y  Gov'r  Geo.  Clinton. 


Pokeepsie  27  Aug't  1779. 

D'r  Sir,  I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  25  Inst,  with  Respect 
to  Ensign  Leggett,  I  can  only  say  that  some  Time  after  he  left 
Long  Island,  he  waited  on  me  &  gave  me  in  Substance  the  same 
Information  as  is  contained  in  his  Letter  to  you.  I  had  Reason 
to  believe  his  acc't  to  be  true  &  as  it  appeared  he  was  influenced 
by  a  Zeal  to  serve  his  Country,  I  conceived  it  hard  to  express 
myself  fully  resjMH^t'g  his  Conduct,  tho  he  must  be  much  mis 
taken,  if  from  this  he  I'oncluded  that  I  esteemed  it  justifiable 
I  did  not  think  it.  however,  any  Part  of  my  r>uty  to  return  bin 
as  he  was  an  otlicer  in  the  Continental,  and  I  now  wish  tba 
some  mode  may  bo  adopted  to  exchange  him,  as  he  will  prol 
ably  suffer  if  rt^turned  to  the  Enemy  under  his  present  pt*cuUa 
Circuuistanoes. 

Cok>.  Thomas  has  not  calltnl  upon  me  since  his  Return  (roi 
i\lpti^:ty;  neither  has  ht»  assiiriunl  me  the  Reasons  of  his  Co; 
dii't.  Ho  ^^as  takoi;  as  I  havf  t-von  informed  in  his  own  Uou: 
wlnrv  a  small  tl  laril  was  assomb^-d.  morely  for  their  o\\ 
rn>toot:on  ai:':  Freol».KUers  who  infest  that  Country.     I  do  n< 
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recoUect  that  he  had  any  particular  Command  at  that  Time, 

other  than  what  wo'd  arise  from  his  being  commissioned  Colo. 

of  the  Militia.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Coi:  John  Beatty.] 


[Nofl.  2488,  2489.] 

THE  CASE  OP  COLONEL  JOHN  LAMB. 

Oovemor  Clinton  SubmUa  the  Matter  to  President  Jay  and  Requests 
His  Influence  in  Colonel  LamVs  Behalf. 

Pokeepsie  26  Aug't  1779. 

Dear  Sir,  I  received  your  Letter  the  moment  I  was  setting 
out  to  meet  the  Legislature  at  Kingston  or  I  should  have  an- 
swered it  sooner.  I  perfectly  agree  with  your  other  Friends, 
that  you  ought  to  appeal  from  the  Determination  of  the  Board 
of  General  OflBcers  to  the  Justice  of  Congress  respecting  your 
Rank,  and  it  is  my  Opinion  that  you  cannot  with  Propriety  re- 
sign until  this  shall  prove  ineffectual.  I  am  sensible  your 
Situation  is  a  delicate  one,  but  it  might  equally  subject  you  to 
Censure  to  quit  the  service  without  first  pursuing  the  proper 
Measure  to  obtain  Redress  as  to  continue  in  it  after  a  Degrada- 
tion of  Rank. 

I  enclose  you  a  Letter  to  the  Presid't  of  Congress  mentioning 
your  Case  &  requesting  him  to  interest  himself  in  obtaining  a 
speedy  &  equitable  Decision;  this  Letter  you  will  either  forward 
or  retain  according  to  your  final  Determination  on  this  Subject. 

I  shall  be  happy,  whenever  it  is  in  my  Power  to  serve  you  «fc 

am  &e. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  John  Lamb.] 
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GOVERXOR  ClINTOX  TO  JOHN  JaY. 

Pokeepsie  26  Aug  t  1779. 
Sir,  Colo.  Lamb  of  the  artillery  conceires  himself  degraded  in 
Rank  by  the  Determination  of  a  Board  of  General  Officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  settle  the  relative  Rank 
of  the  Field  Officers  of  the  artillery,  who  have  given  the  Prefer- 
ence to  Colo.  Crane,  said  to  be  a  Junior  Officer.  In  Conseqaence 
of  which  Colo.  Lamb  had  determined  to  resign,  but  by  the  ad- 
vice of  his  Friends  now  means  previously  to  appeal  to  the  Jus- 
tice of  Congress  on  the  Subject.  I  presume  it  will  occasion  hia 
personal  attendance  in  Philadelphia  &  sho'd  [he]  be  detained 
there  any  Time  it  will  be  attended  with  an  Expence  very  unequal 
to  his  present  Income.  I,  therefore,  take  the  Liberty  of  reqnest 
ing  your  Influence  in  bringing  this  matter  to  a  speedy  Issue. 
Stifict  Justice,  I  am  certain,  he  will  obtain  as  far  as  the  Dele 
gates  from  New  York  are  concerned,  &  the  wounds  he  has  honor 
ably  received  in  the  Service  of  the  Country,  with  his  genera! 
Character  as  an  officer,  will  sufficiently  recommend  him  to  th< 

attention  of  Congress.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
(To  President  Jay.] 


[No.  2400.] 

HAKOSHIPS  FOR  OUR  PRISONERi^. 

Tvvhnicalities  and  Red  Tape  Deprive  them  of  the  Socieiii  of  rt« 

Families, 

Long  Island,  August  10th  ill- 

Sir;  \Vt»  lu^vr  h^ave  to  acquaint  your  Ext^ellencv  that  we  ^ 

ill  last  i»nK*iiriMl  Pniiii^siim  from  ih»*  Coimiiaudinj?  offi  ^ 

\  ork  for  onr  \vivi*s  lo  roim*  in  aud  st*t*  us.  pruvid  ^  1 

\v\\i'\  will  iMriiiit  Mrs.  TtiMrii  ami  Miss  Coldon   ♦■ -v 

*^"  to  come  i 
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return  again;  we  are  Sorry  to  Trouble  your  Excellenjcy  on  this 
Score  but  the  erdent  de»ire  of  Seeing  our  wives  after  so  long  a 
separation  and  who  have  Several  Times  attemped  to  come  in, 
urge  us  to  beg  your  Excellency  to  grant  Permission  for  the  two 
women  above  mentioned  to  come  in  if  it  can  be  Consistantly 
done;  nothing  but  the  reasons  above  mentioned  could  Induce  us 
to  have  Troubled  your  Excellency  at  this  Time;  therefore,  Con- 
fiding in  your  Excellencies  known  Humanity  and  goodness,  and 
that  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  in  that  Case,  we  rest  Con- 
tented and  beg  Leave  to  Subscribe  ourselves,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  Humble  Servents  james  McClaghry. 

Samuel  Logan. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


P.  C.  Flat  Bush  Augost  ye  26th  1779. 

Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  this  letter  and 
the  inclosed  passes  has  been  stoped  ten  days  on  account  of  a  Mrs. 
McDonald.  But  by  the  intrest  of  Coll.  Colden  our  wives  are  now 
jieimitted  to  come  in  on  certain  conditions.  I  could  wish  that 
unnatural  and  cruel  practise  of  stopping  or  not  permitting  the 
onhapey  wives  of  the  unhapey  officers  captured  on  either  Sides 
from  Comming  in  to  see  thier  unfortunate  partners  in  Captivety, 
and  Returning  again  to  take  care  of  thier  fanielyes  and  affects; 
where  or  when  or  on  what  Side  the  evel  began  I  know  not,  but 
undoubtedly  whoever  was  the  first  agrossor  is  the  most  to  blame. 
I  could  wish  for  the  Sake  of  mysc^lf  and  others,  that  it  was  Re- 
moved and  boath  sides  act  candedly  and  do  as  they  would  l)(» 
don  by  in  like  Curcomstances;  the  geiitilineii  in  the  British  lines 
profess  thier  willingnes  to  Remove  the  evel,  provided  the  Ameri- 
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canB  would  do  the  Same.    I  hope  the  AmericanB  may  alwaji  be 

fonnd  as  Redev  and  willing  to  Remove  erery  crnel  evA  ai  the 

British,  and,  therefore  rests  in  Confidence  that  yoQr  Excellency 

will  grant  Passes  to  the  within  named  ladeys  to.  come  in  and 

go  ont  again,  in  hops  of  which  I  Remain  with  the  Greatest  & 

teem,  your  Excellencey  Very  Humel  Savent 

James  McCIaghrj. 

[To  G.  C] 


[No.  2491.] 
Relating  to  the  State  Clothier, 

Pokeepsie  27  Ang't  i779. 
Sir,  I  am  honored  with  the  Rec't  of  your  I^etter  of  the  9  In«t 
The  Legislature  is  now  sitting  &  will  make  proyision  for  &  as- 
certain the  mode  of  appointm't  of  a  State  Cloathier  as  soon  as 
this  [is]  done,  one  will  be  appointed  and  he  shall  have  Directioo§ 
immediately  to  furnish  you  with  proper  Returns.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
Qenl.  Wilkinson. 


[No.  2492.] 
Relative  to  the  Loan  Coninmsionership, 

Pokeepsie  27  Aug' t  1779. 

Sir,  I  am  to  acknowlege  the  Rec't  of  your  Letter  of  the  2d 

Inst.    I  have  the  best  Opinion  of  Mr.  Dickenson's  moral  as  well 

as  political  Character  &  I  have  no  Reason  to  doubt  his  abilities 

1  shall,  then^fore,  be  always  happy  when  I  have  it  in  my  Pow^m 

to  serve  liiin.     In  the  i)res<Mit  Case  I  think  there  is  little  Proli 

ability  of  Mr.  Ten  HnnM-k's  n»sijrnin»r  his  Office;  he  above  a  ye:v 

nst  intiiiiatiil  an  Iiit«'iiTinii  of  this  Kind  founded  on  the  Risqu 

TrouM*-  an*  ihlV'  it  ami  ilh*  iuad^qnate  allowance,  but  as 
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if^ Informed  some  new  Provision  is  made  with  Respect  to  Clerks 
t  for  extra  Services  it  is  to  be  presumed  he  will  incline  to  con- 
tlnne,  tho*  his  Professions  may  seem  to  indicate  the  contrary; 
bnt  gh'd  this  not  be  the  Case  the  Office  from  its  Nature  I  presume 
to  be  the  Gift  of  Congress.  The  Council  of  Appointm't  in  which 
aloDe  by  my  Office  I  have  a  casting  voice,  is  not  at  present  &  I 
i-onceive  will  not  be,  authorized  to  interfere.  I  thank  you  for 
the  Information  your  Letter  contains  and  shall  be  obliged  to  you 
for  a  Continuance  of  your  Favors,  as  from  my  Situation  at  a 
Distance  from  the  Common  Rout  I  have  not  the  best  Oppor- 
tunities of  receiving  the  earliest  Intelligence.    I  am 

[G.  C] 
[To  Henry  Remsen.] 


[Xo.  2493.] 

Cofcnd  Van  Sohaick  Requested  to  Make  Inquiry  Regarding  the  Fate 
of  the  Prisoners  Taken  at  Minisink. 

Pokeepsie  27th  Aug't  1779. 
Dear  Sir,  On  the  22d  Ulto.  an  action  happened  between  a  De- 
tachm't  of  our  Militia  and  a  Party  of  Tories  and  Indians  under 
Brandt  near  Minisink  after  their  bav'g  destroyed  that  Place; 
f«»rty  four  of  the  militia  are  missing,  among  whom  are  Colo. 
Tastt-n  &  several  other  valuable  otlicers.  There  are  reasons  to 
Wiere  that  upwards  of  30  of  them  are  Prisoners,  and  as  their 
Families  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  know  their  Fate,  you  will 
'I'liire  me  by  directing  the  Officer  commanding  at  Fort  Schuyler 
t«'  malce  the  strictest  Inquiries  respecting  them  and  how  the 
Survivors  are  disposed  of.  This  he  may  probably  be  able  to  dis- 
'"^♦r  by  his  Scouts  and  lutm-course  with  the  friendly  Indians. 
I  aiu  Sec. 

To  Col.  Van  SchaicL] 
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[No.  2494.] 
A  Similar  Request  Made  of  General  Sehmfler. 

Pokeepaie  27  Aug^t  1779. 
Dear  Sir,  On  the  22d  ulto.  an  action  happened  between  a  De- 
tachm't  of  oar  Militia  and  a  Party  of  Tories  &  Indians  onder 
Brandt  near  Minisink  after  their  hav'g  destroyed  that  Place, 
forty  four  of  the  militia  are  missing  among  whom  are  Colo. 
Tusten  &  several  other  valuable  Officers  there  are  Reasons  to 
believe  that  upwards  of  30  of  them  are  Prisoners  and  as  their 
Families  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  know  their  Fate  I  have  taken 
the  Liberty  to  write  to  you  that  having  the  Direction  of  the 
Indian  Affairs  you  may  possibly  have  it  in  your  Power  to  obtain 
for  them  some  satisfactory  Information.  Any  Trouble  you  may 
take  upon  this  Occasion  will  be  grately  acknowledged  by  the 

Friends  of  the  People  missing  and  by  D'r  Sir  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Schuyler.] 

P.  S.    If  there  was  a  Practicability  of  send*g  a  Flag  to  some 

of  the  western  Posts  for  that  Purpose  1  should  be  happy  if  it 

co'd  be  done. 


[No.  2405.] 
Ci>mthis9ary  Wat!sHy)rth  Apprehensive  of  a  Flour  Famine. 

West  Point  Aug'st  27th  1779. 
5^ir,  I  have  dt»Iayi*d  for  s«nm'  days  to  express  my  fears  to  your 
Kxrollviu  V  that  thero  woud  Ik-  a  want  of  flour  for  the  army,  ♦^x- 
1^1  V Tin::  Mr.  Flint's  nturn  fioui  Philadilphia.  and  hoping  he  woiid 
\-vii\}Z  iiuTi  fa\«>!aMt'  ai..»un:s  than  1  have  hitherto  had.  but  he 
:i.  t  :>  r.iininc.  •  n*  : v  \l\i^  rnuri.  :.  I  hav.  W-^u  able  to  obtain,  oon- 
nrn  <  u>-  :v  .i  ^• ''"♦  t  '\i^'  \\'  <V.a"I  l»t  ...it  ^'f  il«>ur  in  thn-e  w«^k». 
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I  have  obtained  from  the  State  of  New  York  all  the  State 
magazine  of  flour;  the  whole  of  their  last  year's  crop  of  wheat 
is  exhausted,  the  new  is  not  threshed,  and  I  have  no  hopes  of 
obtaining  any  supplies  soon  in  this  State.  I  am  unacquainted 
with  the  state  of  the  magazines  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  Ma<ry- 
land  the  flour  is  not  under  my  direction;  the  supply  for  three 
weeks  is  on  this  side  the  Delaware  and  with  the  greatest 
oeconomy  will  not  last  longer  than  that  time.  I  am  Y'r  Exc'ys 
&c.  Jere'h  Wadsworth.* 

His  Exc'y  Genl.  Washington. 

(Copy)  

[Nos.  2496,  2497.] 

Colonel  Pawling^B  Touchers  for  Money  Disbursed  Among  Indigent 
Families  on  the  Frontiers. 

Received  of  Levi  Pawling  the  sum  of  three  Hundred  and  Thirty  pounds  being  part 
of  six  hundred  and  fifty.  Pounds,  which. last  Bftentioned  sum  was  by  an  order  from  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  Drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  State,  for  supplying  with 
provision  such  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers  of  Ulster  and  Orange  Counties, 
whose  possessions  have  been  laid  waste  and  Desolated  by  the  Ehiemy,  and  who  by 
Reason  thereof  may  be  unable  to  support  themselves;  which  first  Mentioned  sum  I 
promis  to  Distribute  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.    I  say  Reclved  by  me  this  28th  day  of 

Aug't  1779. 

£330  Benjamin  Depuy. 


Received  of  Levi  Pawling  the  Sum  of  three  Hundred  and  twenty  pounds  being  part 
of  Six  Hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  which  last  mentioned  Sum  was  by  an  Order  from 
his  Excellency  the  governor  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  State,  for  supplying 

•A  letter,  of  the  Bth,  [June,  1779]  from  J.  Wadsworth,  commissary-general  of  pur- 
chases, was  read;  whereupon, 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  Congress  have  full  confidence  in  the  integrity  and 
abilities  of  the  quarter-master-general  and  commissary -generail;  and  although  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  abuses  have  been  committed  by  inferior  ofiicers  in  their  respective 
departments,  yet  Congress  are  persuaded  that  many  of  them  deserve  well  of  their 
country;  and  that  measures  will  speedily  be  taken  to  distinguish  such  of  them  as  have 
been  faithful  from  such  as  have  been  otherwise,  and  thereby  cause  Justice  to  be  done 
to  all: 

Tliat  col.  Wadsworth  be  informed  that  at  so  critical  a  season  as  the  opening:  of  a 
campaign,  sudden  changes  in  the  appointment  of  principal  officers  in  his  department 
would  be  inexpedient  and  dangerous,  and  therefore  that  they  cannot  accept  his 
resignation;  and  farther,  that  Congress  expect  his  deputies  and  agents  will  not  exposo 
themselves  to  the  resentment  of  their  country,  or  embarrass  the  service,  by  quIttinK 
it  at  so  critical  a  period,  but,  by  exerting  their  utmost  efforts  In  their  several  places, 
manifest  their  ability  and  public  spirit— JowrnaZs  of  Congress. 

November  2$,  1779,  Congress  accepted  the  resignation  of  Commissary  General  Wads- 
worth, to  Uke  effect  January  Ist,  17S0.— State  Historian. 
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«-itb  provlirton  luch  of  fhe  InhtbltanU  of  the  frontien  of  TTlster  and  Ormnge  CotstlM 
wkiMSo  I*ocftduloni  have  been  Uld  waste  and  Desolated  by  the  Ernimy.  and  who  bf 
reusun  therc>of  may  be  unable  to  support  themselTes;  which  lint  menttooed  -Mv  I 
liruiuUe  to  Mttrlbute  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  I  say  Rec*d  by  me  this  SB  day  of 
Augt  1771. 
JCSW.  Johannis  O.  Hardenbergfa. 

[No.  2498.] 
iiorrrhor  CU$iUm"s  Reasons  for  not  Exchanging  Mrs.  MaeDmU, 
Bothlem,  Orange  Co.  29th  Aog't  1779. 
Ih'iir  Sir,    Pardon  nu^  for  obtruding  on  you  a  second  time,  a 
subjoot,  which  I  had  reason  to  believe,  you  bad  answered  defini- 
livi^ly  Wfort\    lis  apiH^aring  in  a  diflTt  Point  of  light;  &  involv- 
iu|;  in  it  the  Fate  of  two  iuiiH>rtuuate  Ladies  lat  whose  particular 
2Lo!ioitativ^u  1  now  write>  will  I  hope  apologise  for  my  rudeneis. 
in  a^»;u  calUu^  your  attention  to  this  matter. 

By  cwv.^  let:er*,  a  few  day*  since,  reeeiT»?d  from    Capt.  Mac 

iVuucU  <2^  Mr.  Loriiis:.  1  learn  that  if  Mrs  Campble  'the  Lady 

>ou  tixev!  o::   wis  taken  by  the  sava«:es:  she  either  remains  with 

rb.t^iv.  or  in  5*.^'DLL*e  v^"t  ^yt  Oauada:  thjc  in  either  situnti-.'U,  ^^i^ 

U.  C  u:-c  has  L:::I«e  ot^t^^^r^uuiry  &  :a  fact  no  authority,  to  re- 

v;.  lu.i  ZiT  i>  :he  Pur:y  who  ';j.i:r'evl  her  off  and  the  country  sh* 

>  V'.-'A  -i^r/jL  -vi  :-.  i>:  ^:^ii';5i:  b">  J'iri:f*i'i:cLon:  Jt  <abje«;t  on'y 

.   \':'i   .•;ci;7jJL:i'i>  ■;:  'i-.u!.  tlj-'.-l^'jiJimi  dt  Quebec.     And  were  it 

.  :--^*  >»^.  ::  \*«;.j"«i  j:    vjs"  -v;'x  r»e  '.h*t  >pai.'e  of  Six  or  Eigh» 

•■.•j-h-s  •.'.■  •!•-;;•.:.  i'.":   "k--  t*u"  i-j:*:- ■;;'-■: :.     la  rfae  niran  time,  oui 

•  :.t  j.-s.        *avM  a,;  tii*.!  Pen»>i'  an 
•'*•:■  V'  -i^-i  •-  Jt  [ao-r'.''Hip<*r  '>f  tbri 

»■  ?♦     uA i  <r:i:^  Jt  frt.-ci  wiL< 

'  ••'  ■     !,  i"  i.i    '-•  .iyt.'iu«^<»  ;k  Ew*ae4:i 

r  ;    ■  i^   '  •  jiia  r  Via.  ^  ^<ii 

^  '•  ^,  I  -^   ■••'■■.i.s<i.»u  "\'ii:i5e  H-^jN 


Si.:iH.-s^      .V  !..rH^     •  i 

:. '  ' 

'.')  r*    -li*  -J-JS    i'l  . 

..   ..: 

■>,    -a  -si    >:'i  ■    ■ 

•!     J. J 

Ij    M-rj-^.  ;,.•         ;. 

V  ■    i 

"     '.c-       •■'*        ••     :■ 

,     \             1-   ■■. 

il      . 

P   *!.\    • 

.' 

Ofi    //.'i/ii 

■    ■!   • 
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.  To  thiSy  give  me  leave  to  add,  I  am  well  assured  of  obtaining 
permission  also,  for  Mrs.  Mitcbell)  her  Family  &  Effects,  to  pass 
the  British  lines,  &  return  again  to  the  Embrace  of  a  fond  Hus- 
baod;  who  has  meritoriously  relinquished  his  Ease  &  Happiness 
at  home,  &  risk'd  his  all  upon  the  Freedom  of  bis  country.  He 
init»  on  you  with  this  Letter,  to  solicit  your  Interposition  & 
Indulgence  in  this  matter. 

I  wish  I  may  not  appear  too  importunate  in  their  Behalf,  but 
I  maBt  confess,  I  feel  myself  somewhat  interested  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  Exchange. 

1  had  the  Honour  of  writing  your  Excell'y  on  the  25th  Inst. 

relative  to  Colo.  Thomas  &  Ensign  Legget,  two  Pris's  of  war, 

who  bad  violated  their  Paroles.    I  shall  thank  you  for  an  answer 

thereto  by  this  opertunity.    I  am  with  much  Esteem  your  Ex- 

cellencT's  most  obed't  Hum'e  Serv't 

Jno.  Beatty.* 

P.  S.    Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  favoured  with 
.^our  letter  of  the  27tb  &  am  obliged  by  the  Information  respect- 
ing Legget. 
His  Excel I'y  Geo:  Clinton,  Esqr. 

*Cin:nlar  to  States.  Head-Quarters.  2€  August.  1779.  Sir.  I  have  the  honor  to  eQcIo^ 
^  your  Excellency  a  list  of  sundry  officers  belonging  to  your  State,  who  have  been 
^  ctptiTlty  and  are  reported  by  the  commissary  of  prisoners  as  violators  of  parole. 
A  conduct  of  this  kind,  so  ignominious  to  the  Individuals  themselves,  so  dishonorable 
•o  thfir  country  and  to  the  service  in  which  they  have  been  engaged,  and  so  injurious 
'-9  tlM>t«  gentlemen,  who  were  associated  with  them  in  misfortune,  but  preserved  their 
^tor,  demands  that  every  measure  should  be  taken  to  deprive  them  of  the  benefit  of 
^r  delinquency,  and  to  compel  their  return.  We  have  pledged  ourselves  to  the 
*'*ay  to  do  every  thing  in  our  power  for  this  purpose;  and  In  consequence  I  directed 
Mr.  B*atty.  the  commissary  of  prisoners,  to  issue  the  summons,  which  you  will  probably 
i^^t  nen  in  the  public  papers.  But  as  It  is  likely  to  have  a  very  partial  operation, 
I  fird  it  necessary,  in  aid  of  it,  to  request  the  interposition  of  the  different  States  to 
*&forre  a  compliance.  The  most  of  these  persons  never  having  been,  and  none  of  them 
»>v  U\Lg.  in  the  Continental  service,  military  authority  will  hardly  be  sufficient  to 
oblire  them  to  leave  their  places  of  residence,  and  return  to  captivity  against  their 
licIi&Ation;  neither  will  it  be  difficult  for  them  to  elude  a  military  search,  and  keep 
tt«ffi8«lT«s  in  concealment.  I  must  therefore  entreat,  that  your  Excellency  will  be 
PittMd  to  take  such  measures,  as  shall  appear  to  you  proper  and  effectual,  to  produce 
^«r  Immediate  return.  This  will  bo  rendering  an  essential  service  to  our  officers  In 
C^ertl  in  ctptivityp  and  will  tend  much  to  remove  the  difficulties,  which  now  llo  in 
ttt  viy  of  ezchaogea,  »nd  to  discourage  the  practice  of  violating  paTo\e«  Vxi  tMlvite. 
I»in.  Ac 
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Kir,  I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  29  tilto.    Whea  I 

had  last  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I  explained    to   yoe  mj 

KcMisons  for  not  satfering  Mrs.  McDonald  to  go  in  to  New  York 

a«  Mr.  Butler  who  commanded  the  Party  that  destroyed  Cherry 

Valley,  made  Proposals  of  exchanging  the  Gentlewomen  taken 

at  that  Place  now  in  the  most  cruel  kind  of  Captivity  for  Us 

Mother,  Mrs.  McDonald  &'  others,  in  our  Hands  and  I  have-g 

siguiflod  to  him  my  acquiescence  in  such  Exchange,  I  cannot 

consistently  either  with  my  Duty  or  common  Justice,  cooBent 

to  gratify  Mrs,  McDonald  or  her  Friends  in  this  Instance,  and 

I  am  persuaded  that  Mrs.  McClaughry  &  the  other  Ladies  who 

are  desirous  of  visiting  their  Husbands,  will  not  be  dissatisfied 

when  they  are  acquainted  with  my  Reasons,  but  on  the  contrary 

approve  of  my  Refusal,  even  tho'  it  sh'd  deprive  them  of  the 

Pleasure  they  wish  for.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C.]* 
1st  Sept.  1779,  Kingston. 

[To  (\>1.  John  Realty.] 


[No.   2499.] 

Draft  CarM  for  thv  Eivhantfe  of  Mrs.  McFarren  and  Others  for 
Mrs,  Mitchell  and  Others. 

I  will  vonsent  that  Mrjj.  MrFerrt^n,  Miss  Nancy  MoArthur.  Mr?. 
r»>\;mrk,  Mrs.  Kli/alK'ih  Puuoan,  with  their  Furniture,  weariuj: 
appar*  I  \  ^♦*ddinlr.  «N:  rw«>  iu-;:ro  irlrls  «s*-rvantsi,  shall  go  in^'^ 
N  V»»r!N.  {rnidoii  that  pro{-  r  a^sur.iu.  t-s  hv  giveu  that  the  "^i^' 
,,.  r-ah  Mrrh.;:  -xr  \hv.\['<u\\d,  rv  l.oiiji  Island,  lier  Family  « 
K•^^'<.  l;^  r^-M  ,f  M:  M-  rris  ILrarJ  \  hi<  KtTvrts.  in  ^^ 
H.r'<!<  ■  '  A^-    S.  :i.::.  k,  Ks-jv.     n  I.,  t:^  Ulaud  &  a  negn.  vZ 

•:?•*  ?AiC»  ti9. 
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and  other  Effects  of  John  Quackenboss,  in  the  Hands  of  Mr. 
David  Mollishaw,  in  New  York  &  Mr.  How  at  Bloomingdale,  near 
the  City,  be  permitted  to  come  out  into  the  Country  by  the  Re- 
turn of  the  Flag.    Given  &c  30  Aug't  1779. 

Nov'r  15th.  A  Copy  of  the  above  w'th  the  following  addition 
was  sent  in  by  Mr.  Cummings. 

"  Or  I  will  consent  that  Mrs.  McParren,  Miss  Nancy  McArthur, 
their  wearing  apparel  Furniture  &  bedding  &  negro  girl  Serv't, 
shall  go  in  to  New  York  on  the  like  assurance  being  given  that 
the  wife  of  Uriah  Mitchel,  her  family  &  Effects,  &  the  Child 
&  Effects  of  Mr.  Morris  Hazard  be  permitted  to  come  out." 


[No.  2500.] 
Relating  to  Flour  for  the  Army. 

Hir,  Since  my  last  informing  your  Excellency  that  I  had  pur- 
chased 325  barrels  of  Flour,  117  of  which  I  had  delivered  to  a  Mr. 
Jno.  Decker  Robinson,  a  Dep'y  of  Mr.  Cuyler,  I  have  received  your 
Order  to  deliver  all  such  Flour  &c.,  purchased  or  procured  by 
virtue  of  my  appointment  from  your  Excellency,  to  Col.  Jacob 
Cuyler  or  Order;  in  compliance  with  which  I  have  delivered  to 
Mr.  llogeboom  one  of  his  Deputies  Dep'y,  the  remaining  208 
barrels,  for  which  Mr.  Pliny  Moor  one  of  Col.  Peter  Van  Ness's 
Deputy's  has  paid  iiie.     I  am,  with  *;reat  Esteem,  your  Excery 

most  Obt.  llunre  Serv't 

Walter  Livingston. 
Jeviot  dale  Aug  t  30  70. 

His  Excely  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  2501.1 

SULLIVAN  DEFEATS  BRANT  AT  NEWTOWN. 

James  CHnUm^s  Modest  and  Comprehensive  Report  of  the  Batik-^ 
A  Well  PUmrved  and  Well  Fought  Affair. 

New  Town,  5  miles  above  Chemung  Augast  30th  1779. 

Dear  Brother,  I  have  just  time  to  inform  you  that  the  army 

under  Genl.  Sullivan  arrived  on  this  Ground  yesterday  Evening, 

in  perfect  helth  and  Spirits.    On  Thursday  last  the  26tli  we 

left  Tioga  but  being  incumbered  with  a  Train  of  artillery  and 

Waggons  and  the  roads  being  very  bad,  owing  to  an  heavy  rain 

the  preceeding  day,  togather  with  other  circumstances  attending 

the  first  day's  movements,  we  did  not  march  more  than  three 

miles  and  encamped.    Friday  we  proceeded  on  our  march  about 

eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  but  my  Brigade,  which  formed  the 

rear  or  second  line  of  the  army,  had  not  marched  from  their 

Ground  more  than  two  miles,  before  the  Infantry  in  front  halted 

at  a  narrow  Defile  formed  by  the  jutting  out  of  the  mountain 

to  the  river.     This  Defile  which  was  near  half  a  mile  in  length 

and  woud  at  first  sight  have  been  judged  impassible,  particularly 

to  artillery  &c.  detaind  the  army  so  long,  that  it  was  near  ten 

o'clock  at  nij^ht  before  the  rear  of  the  main  Body,  consist  in*:  of 

Poor's  &  Maxwell's  Brigades,  had  passed.     As  it  was  then  dark. 

and  as  the  Cattle  had  not  yet  passed  it,  I  judged  it  most  proper 

not  to  attempt  it,  that  night,  but  march'd  bqck  about  a  nuU\  & 

encainy>ed   on    tolerable   good   ground.     Satturday   I    derannn^d 

and  join'd  tln^  army  at  </lHMiiung  about  twelve  o'C.'lork.     This 

town   which    [is]   about  twelve  miles  from  Tioga,  had  be«'n  d*- 

slroy(Ml  l»y  (hmiI.  Sullivjiii,  inunediately  on  his  arrival  at  Tiojra 

together  with  a  large  Quantity  of  Corn  Beans  &e.  preserving  onl} 

one  Fit'li]  consisting  of  about  rifty  acres,  for  the  use  of  the  arniv 


/^ 
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on  their  iarrival,  and  which  they  effectually  consumed  and  de- 
stroyed. 

Altho  we  had  every  reason  to  expect  the  Enemy  woud  have 
attemped  to  prevent  our  Progress  and  retard  our  march,  from 
the  amaizing  advantages  Nature  had  liberally  furnished  them 
with,  yet  they  never  gave  us  the  least  opposition,  or  ever  made 
their  appearanc4,  except  a  small  party  who  fired  upon  and 
killed  &  wounded  a  few  of  Oenl.  Hand's  advanced  Guard  on  the 
former  attempt  to  destroy  the  Settlement. 

Sunday  the  army  was  put  in  motion  about  nine  o'clock  with 
the  greatest  circumspection  and  Caution.  Our  Scouts  had 
brought  intelligence  the  preceeding  Evening  that  the  Enemy 
were  discovered  at  about  five  miles  distance,  supposed  to  be 
at  or  near  New  Town,  &  from  the  magnitude  of  their  Fires,  ap- 
peared to  be  in  Considerable  force;  that  the  sound  of  their  axes 
were  heard  distinctly  which  induced  us  to  believe  they  intended 
either  to  throw  up  works  or  obstruct  the  march  of  the  array, 
untill  they  coud  form  a  Plan  to  attack  our  Flanks  or  rear. 

This  in  fact  appeared  to  be  their  intention,  and  if  we  had 
proceeded  as  they  expected,  in  all  probability  we  shoud  have 
been  very  severely  handled.  About  ten  o'clock  a  scattering 
Fire  commenced  between  some  of  their  Scouts  and  a  few  of  our 
Rifle  men  &  Volunteers  when  the  former  gave  way,  and  the 
latter  proceeded  untill  they  plainly  discouvered  their  Works 
which  were  very  extensive,  tho'  not  impregnable.  As  our  design 
was  not  to  drive  them,  but  to  surround  or  bring  them  to  a  fair 
open  action,  the  Army  halted,  and  a  Council  being  called,  it 
was  concluded  that  the  artillery  su^jported  by  Genl.  Hand  with 
the  Infantry  and  Rifle  Corps  ahoud  commence  the  action,  pre- 
viously allowing  sufficient  time  for  Poor's  and  my  P>rigade  to 
15 
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gain  their  right  Flank,  while  Maxweirs  and  the  covering  partj 
under  Col.  Ogden  might  gain  their  left. 

AboQt  one  o'Clock  Col.  Proctor  commenced  a  very  wann  Can- 
nonade npon  their  Works,  which  cootinned  near  two  honrSi  in 
which  time  we  attempted  to  compleat  oor  march  npon  thdr 
Flanks,  bat  from  the  very  thick  Swampa  and  rough  ConntiT 
thro*  which  we  were  to  i>a8B  we  were  in  aome  measure  prerented. 
The  Enemy  finding  their  Bitnation  in  their  Lines  rather  uncom- 
fortable and  finding  we  did  not  intend  to  storm  them,  abandoned 
them  some  time  before  the  Infantry  discouvered  it»  and  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  join  the  remaining  half  of  their  Force  who 
were  poated  on  a  Hill,  attack  our  right  flank  as  we  expected. 
Oenl.  Poor  who  was  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile  on  the  left  of  my 
Front,  had  assended  a  considerable  mountain  about  half  way, 
which  was  very  steep,  when  he  discouvered  them  and  received 
their  fire  accompanied  by  the  war  whoop  but  tho'  Ws  Troops 
were  considerably  fatigued  with  ascending  the  m<Hiirtain  under 
their  heavy  Packs,  yet  they  pushed  up  in  the  face  of  their  Fire, 
driving  them  from  tree  to  tree  uutiU  thev  fled  with  the  utmort 
precipitation,  leaving  their  Pack  ja.  ^,       *  .  *upm,  *c  i» 

o^ler  to  take  olT  their  dead  ^^  Blanket,  bebind  tJ-e^^  ^ 

coo^derable.  ..  tbe.v  .eft  .i  J^  J"'"^^  ""^^^  f^^  t^ 
cood  oot  c««y  off.    Mv  BHgad  "^  *"*  ^  <- 

of  the  Hill  when  the  flHug  ^  ^*^**^^  ****  ^"^  ^^^  ^t 
ardor  that  many  of  them  al  "********<**,  paslied  up  ^^  ^ 
ceasive  heat  and  fatigue,  •  'minted  and  feU  down  ^ 

pereon  cou"d  ride  up,  Ground  was  «o  rteep  ^ 

During  the  action  whi^>|j  . 
•ii  hours,  we  had  three  p^j^     *^^  '"^n*  the  ftrat  to  the  l«** 
whom  weiv  three  Offl,^^  **^^  ^iUed  and  forty  ironnded,  ^ 

^  Titcomb,  Capt  Ctan*f  ' 
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McOanlj,  who  is  since  dead  of  his  wounds;  there  are  few  of  the 
wounded  dangerous. 

The  Enemj's  loss  must  be  considerable;  nine  of  them  were 
found  dead  on  the  field,  and  many  of  them  must  have  been 
wounded,  as  they  were  tracked  some  three  miles  by  the  Blood, 
while  others  were  seen  sent  off  in  canoes. 

After  the  action  we  descended  the  Hill,  and  encamped  on  a 
most  beautiful  plain,  where  we  refreshed  ourselves  after  the 
fatigues  of  the  Day  which  were  neither  few  nor  small. 

Monday  this  day,  eight  hundred  men  have  been  employed  in 
•destroying  all  the  Ck)rn  &c.  &c.  &c.  about  the  Town,  which  is 
by  far  the  finest  I  ever  saw  in  my  life;  upwards  of  six  thousand 
Bushells  have  been  cut  down  and  piled  up,  the  more  effectually 
to  destroy  it.  And  such  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Troops,  that  they 
bave  requested  the  Genl.  to  put  them  upon  half  allowance  of 
Bread  and  Beef,  as  long  as  they  can  supply  themselves  With  Corn 
A  Beans,  in  order  that  they  may  lengthen  out  the  Campaign  and 
the  more  effectually  to  compleat  the  Business  they  were  sent 
'Upon,  so  that  we  have  the  strongest  assurances  to  hope,  that 
Under  the  smiles  of  Heaven  we  shall  be  able  to  work  out  a  last- 
ing Blessing  to  our  Country. 

I  had  almost  forgot  to  tell  you  that  we  took  two  Prisoners,  a 
Negro  and  a  Torie,  one  Hoghtailer  from  the  Helder  Barrack,  who 
inform  us  that  the  Enemy's  force  consisted  of  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  white  men,  comanded  by  Col.  and  Capt.  Butler, 
^nd  about  five  hundred  Indians  commanded  by  Brandt;  that  they 
had  eat  nothing  but  Corn  for  eight  days  past,  except  a  small 
t>roportion  of  five  small  Cattle;  that  before  the  Corn  was  fit  to 
roast  the[y]  fed  upon  Herbs  &  roots  which  they  found  in  the 
woods. 
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We  shall  send  off  our  \voiiDded  down  to  Tioga  in  Boats  brongU 
up  with  Provision,  but  we  have  not  five  sick  men  in  the  wboli 
army. 

I  beg  you  will  receive  this  Scrawl,  as  rongh  as  the  Coonti| 

thro'  which  we  march,  without  reflecting  on  the  accuracy  of  nq 

Aid  de  Camp,  who  woud  have  transcribed  it,  but  the  Ezpre« 

is  waiting  with  the  utmost  Impatience.    I  am  with  perfect  Efr 

teem.  Dear  Brother,  Yours  sincerely 

James  Clinton/ 
[To  G.  a] 

*JourcaI  of  Lieutenant  John  L.  Hardenbergh.  Saturday.  May  ye  First.— Drew  out  ol 
our  Winter  Quarters  at  Wawasick*  and  encamped  in  a  field  near  Jacobus  Brovn'i  it 
that  place. 

Sunday.  May  Cud.— Laid  still  in  camp. 

Monday  3d.— Drew  provisions  and  prepared  for  a  march. 

Tutsduy.  4tb.— Struck  our  tents.  Loaded  our  baggage  in  order  to  proceed  on  oar 
mdrch  for  Weyomlng.  but  being  alarmed  by  aa  express  that  the  savages  were  mardt^ 
mg  the  inhabitants  at  Fantice  Kille,  about  five  miles  in  our  front.  Ooll.  CortUadK 
marobtfJ  to  their  assistance,  but  before  we  arrived  at  the  place  they  were  gone.  Al 
4  :s  the  afternoon  returned  to  Wawasink  and  remained  In  houses.! 

Wcd:ie:<day.  Sth.— Remained  in  the  Quarters  of  yetierday. 

Thur«d.iy.  tih.^— At  7  !n  the  morning  loaded  baggage,  marched  to  Lureckxll*  aal 
hal'.ed  a:  HroadheaJ's'  for  nfreshmeiit  about  two  hours,  and  marched  for  MamscoC- 
ting*  where  we  arrived  a:  T  oclock  at  Light. 

•Waw A r* ■.::!:  —  Az  Iidijc  word,  tald  to  eiKiify  "a  bla-Tk  bird's  nest,'*  the  name  of  I 
tow-  a::i  vil.ase  :-  sou:h-wo#:  part  of  Ulster  County.  X.  Y..  contaioing  a  post  vlUsgi 
c;  5a::-.o  :.au;i  icAt-rd  or.  KonJou:  Creek  en  the  ::=e  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudsos  CaasL 
The  <-rri:e  oI  :l:.t  :o»:.  i*  n-.:s::y  -vjLtaz-ous  uplands.  Intersected  by  derp  vallcjm 
The  Sh.iWArc-.::.k  V.oui.'.iins  ex:eni  i".on<r  the  fist  border,  and  spur*  of  the  Cstskllli 
•  CvViry  '.i-.o  jtv.'.ra'.  .mJ  »-;5t  r-irts.  :he  h.ghes:  ;^aks  being  from  2.'>W  to  :.00O  fM 
.-.^ove  v.Je.  Tho  eus'.er:;  ivi  !.-thwi *.•:■»=  ; arts  are  rocky  and  precipitous,  and  Biil 
\'r  ;u'.:.\.iv..":  Thire  ».i?  .i  5:v.r^'  fcr:  :n  the  v.::jge  on  the  site  of  B.  C.  Hornbeck'i 
iiv  :<■'  .^"  A ■.:»:■-*:  :.".  :"<  .1  :.iri-?  7ir*.y  jf  :or:es  and  Indians  under  one  OaidvcB 
.17-. -..r-.!  r.  :hr  '..i*.  *  .'.>  .i.  i-f?.»n  cf  *y.\.ze  u;.:=  Na;^acock.  but  being  iz.iorvd 
!ir..r  ::■  "..i  e  ».i*  !•:  •  1  '.  ^r  ..irz::.  :h-y  i-.c  to  Wawarslsg  before  the  tnhabltaM 
*.-.  ■   :   -f  r.-7r.;j:      V^  ;  :v:-  jr  •   a  J"-*-:*  win:An  discovered  th^  enemy  b«faii 

•V.  :•  '.  :..:  *''    A*.  '.■.•■:  >.■:.  c  *:r--4-  «.;.  -r-.dtd  :r.  closing  the  door  Just  in  tioi 

-.  '.r-:-.:  \  i  ^  :r-:  .■.-.=  '.v  :>  .  *^-.j£.?  Finiing  further  attack  to  be  daa 
-.-  -  '  .^  i  <•;-.--<.  i  .:  '.  I-"-.-.!  a:  1  r:-7l:r!  tie  cut  settlements,  and  next  difi 
•     -.^     :  '   -    ■*   .  :  <:  ■    -      -     T -.=..■■    <  »fTx   :.-?-.  OS  both  s!d*s  and  much  rropeit 

.-■-   •     •  :    '. -v*       .    N    ~r.\:''-:i  :i  Xlx^fi-ri-s  ar  1  Depre^atioaa  on  the  frccilef 

'     :  .r.  7-;:  .'.  ■. -c    .i    -  ir.:;--.    ri   -'-.la   arr-.v-d  dur.sg   the   day.    I  tM 

-*  ..'.:...-.'..  .?  i:  -i-  :!:r:-.;i:h  i  lire-?  swasy.  **To-d  tbe  hn 

'.  :       -       r.-  ..'*.::   :-:.—    S    r::  ha-sizc  any   ;ro*r.:-rt  ■-■;  otw 

•■:<'••■■    7  .    !      i  r.-T  r-.'.--^  :.-   F.-r:  Frnn  is  ordered  by  th*  mm 
■    '   ■  .'.    '       ■:     >.'.-ir  f  .-r^en  to  =ake  a  road  ihroag 

■   ^   ■■■■■-•-  *    -••■i^'.iT'T  •■'»:  =:::es  scuth  of  GlienviOc. 

.    "^  •-.;.:    ii-i-trt  mi;  z*  1T75.    saiS  :c  has 
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Frldaj.  Ttb.— At  4  struck  tents,  marched  at  5,  halted  at  Bashesland'  for  refreshment 
Ur  about  two  hours,  proceeded  on  our  march.  Crossed  Denana&iDk*  Creek  at  Dewitt's^ 
iB4  arrived  at  Major  Decker's,  crossed  the  creek  with  wagons  and  encamped  in  the 
Mi  near  Decker's  house. 

Saturdax.  May  Sth.— Drew  proTisions;  marched  at  about  11  o'clock  and  encamped  at 
'  Biumaaack.* 

SuQdaj.  9th.— Discharged  four  wagons  which  we  had  taken  from  Wawasink;  loaded 
«sr  proTlsioDS  on  board  the  canoes,  sent  them  down  the  Delaware.  At  8  o'clock  in  the 
Boming  began  our  march;  marched  to  Esquire  Vancamp's;  the  weather  very  hot,  we 
MK«d  ourselves  and  marched  for  Decker's  Ferry  on  Delaware,  where  we  arrived  at 
■Bdown  and  encamped. 
k.      XoDdar.   10.— Laid  still  for  refreshment  and  washing. 

Tiiefdaj.  lltta. — Struck  tents  and  marched  at  7  in  the  morning;  got  over  the  ferry. 
inn^ded  on  our  march;  rested  for  refreshments,  at  Smithfleld  at  or  near  Depew's, 
tt  S  P.  M. :  marched  for  Fort  Penn  where  we  arrived  at  dusk  of  the  evening. 

May  ]2tb  and  13th.— L4iid  still  at  Fort  Penn  on  account  of  rainy  weathor. 

Friday,  May  14th,  1779.— The  weather  clear,  we  received  orders  to  march  at  1 
t'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Struck  tents,  marched  for  Learn's;  marched  about  five 
Biles  and  encanaped  in  the  wood. 

Saturday,  15tli. — ^About  7  In  the  morning  struck  tents  and  marched  to  Learn's; 
|itrh(d  camp,   and  proceeded  with  a  party  to  mend  a  road  to  Weyoming. 

Ssnday.  16tli. — Our  camp  remained,  and  were  Joined  by  Coll.  Spencer's  regiment; 
If  ooDtlnued  making  the  road.    At  night  seven  men  deserted  from  our  regiment. 

Mooday.  ITtli. — Decamped  from  Learn's  about  7  in  the  morning,  and  encamped  at 
ikoQt  7  o'clock  In  the  afternoon,  just  on  the  west  side  of  a  small  creek  called  White 
Cik  Ron. 

Twcday.  IStb. — Our  camp  remained;  we  continued  working  on  the  road;  I  was 
wkni  to  remain  in  camp  with  the  guard. 

W«dsesday.  19th. — Last  night  about  U  o'clock,  an  alarm  happened  by  the  firing  of 
«e  of  the  sentinels,  but  soon  found  it  to  be  false  alarm.  The  weather  being  wet.  we 
RBabed  in    camp   all  day. 

Thareday,  20th. — Rainy  weather  with  some  thunder;  we  remained  in  camp. 

FHdiy,  2lBt. — Foggy,  rainy  weather  with  thunder  and  lightning;  remained  in  camp. 
Till  day  Ensign  Swartwout  arrived  in  camp  from  the  State  of  New  York,  brought 
fvs  that  the  Indians  were  lurking  about  Rochester  and  Wawasink;  and  inhabitants 
ckkfiv  moved  off  their  families. 

Saturday,  22nd- — The  weather  continued  rainy.  Remained  in  camp.  At  sunset  the 
ittther  cleared  off. 

Sttday.  23d. — Th«  morning  fair  and  clear.  Received  orders  to  march.  At  8  o'clock 
Ike  Gfceral  beat:  struck  tents,  proceeded  on  our  march  till  over  a  creek  in  the  Great 
Himp  cillf^d  Tackhanack,  the  road  very  bad.  the  baggage  could  not  come  up;  went 
hck  and   mended    the    road   and   encamped   where  the  baggage   was.    In   the  eveninj?. 


Imi  =anKd  in  honor  of  an  Indian  chief,  is  about  fourteen  miles  southwest  of  Wawar- 
H&ff.   A  blcck  house  was  here  occupied  during  the  Revolution. 

^Weat  Brook  ville,  formerly  called  Bashusville.  near  the  southern  Hue  of  town  of 
Kuukating  In  Sullivan  county.  So  called  from  a  squaw  named  Dashe.  who  lived  on 
Ike  bAcik  of  the  creek.    The  first  house  built  was  of  stone  and  used  as  a  fort. 

f-Xahackamack  or  Neverslnk  river,  the  crossing  appears  to  have  been  near  Cudde- 
ksckTllle  in  the  town  of  Deer  Park. 

T-IisWltt,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  James  Clinton,  the  mother  of  DoWItt  Clinton:  where 
ki  if  said  to  have  l>een  born,  March  2.  1769.  while  Mrs.  Clinton  was  on  a  visit  with  her 
krc-.h'T.  General  James  Clinton  in  1763  raised  and  commanded  a  corps  of  two  hundred 
fci  called  the  Guards  of  the  Frontier.  Thi.'^  position  called  Fort  DcWItt  was  one  of 
'It  r-«t.  €  rrupied.  Other  accounts  say  he  was  born  at  the  homestead  of  the  Clinton 
fcus  ly  ai  Uttle  Britain. 

•^Now  Port  Jervls,  formerly  called  Mohorkamack  Fork,  at  the  Junction  of  the  Xever- 
tk  and  tr*^laware  Rivers.  The  route  taken  appearn  to  have  bo^-n  over  the  '^  old  witie 
as  it  was  called,  constructed  by  the  early  Dutch  settlers  of  Esopus  to  roach  a 
mine    in    Walpack   Township,    Warren    Co.,    N.    J.    It   follows   the    .Mamakating 

^^1^,  the   first   nortfh   of   the  Shawangunk   mour.taitis.    anil   continues    in   that  of   fh^^ 

■ibsckamack  branch  of  the  Delaware  river,  and  ponr-trates  the  Mlnnislnks  east  of  that 

K*^?    The  mine  was  about  three  miles  north-west   from   Nicholas   Depew's  hou>^. 
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Sergeant  Jonas  Brown  with   five  men,   was  Bent  off  to  Weyomlng  with  letters  frsii    . 
General  Sullivan  to  Gen.  Hand.* 

Monday,  24th.— About  9  o'clock  In  the  morning  struck  camp,  marched  across  tbt  - 
Tackhanack  and  encamped  on  a  hight,  about  half  a  mUe  from  the  cre^.  bat  oontlniitA  • 
making  the  road  which  was  ?ery  bad  about  that  place. 

Tuesday,   25th.— Left  our  camp  standing,   and  continued  making  the  road:  built  a 
bridge  and  causeway  at  Tobehanna  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  paces  In  length.   The    . 
creek  is  considerable  large  and  abounds  with  trout.    Some  good  land  along  the  erssk;    ; 
the  road  very  difficult  to  make. 

Wednesday,  2€th.— Laid  still  in  camp  on  purpose  to  refresh  the  men,  and  washing*  : 
Sergeant  Brown  returned  from  Weyoming. 

Thursday,  27th.— Went  out  to  work. 

Friday,  28th.— Finished  the  bridge  across  the  Tobehannah  and  returned  to  camp. 

Saturday,  29th.— John  Curry  and  Michael  Sellers  were  tried  at  the  dnun-head.  Ur 
stealing  rum  from  the  commissary,  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  reeelTe,  Curry 
eeventy-flve  la«hes.  and  Sellers  fifty,  which  was  directly  put  in  execution.  Our  csap 
remained;  we  continued  work  on  the  road.  After  we  returned  from  fatigue.  Gen.  Sul- 
livan and  Col.  Hoopea  arrived  in  our  camp. 

Sunday,  3(Kh.— In  the  morning  Gen.  Sullivan  and  Col.  Hoops  returned  to  Eastoo.   At 
7  o'clock  in  the  morning  struck  tents,  the  regiment  marched  to  Locust  Hill  and  ca-     . 
camped  there;  myself  was  ordered  to  remain  with  the  Commissary  stores  which  coaM 
not  move  with  the  baggage  for  want  of  teams. 

Monday,  31st.— The  Coll.  sent  the  wagons  back  to  fetch  the  stores.  We  loaded  tbca 
on  the  wagona  and  proceeded  to  Camp  and  arrived  there  at  2  o'clock  In  the  aftsmooL 
The  troops  worked  on  the  road. 

Tuesday,  June  1st.— Worked  on  the  road.    The  Camp  remained  on  Locust  Hill. 

Wednesday.  June  2d.— Lt.  Weissenfels  of  our  regiment  was  sent  to  Weyoming  si  u  - 
escort  to  guard  a  number  of  pack  horses.  The  troops  continued  working  the  rosl  ^ 
I  was  ordered  on  court  martial,  of  which  Captain  Graham  was  Preeldent. 

Thursday,  June  3d.— The  troops  did  not  work  for  want  of  proTision. 

Friday,   June  4th.— The   camp  remained  on   Locust  Hill.    Captain   Graham,  myNU,    - 
and  two  other  officers  were  ordered  to  inspect  pork  which  was  chiefiy  Condematd  os 
account  of  its  being  Spoiled.    On  the  8d  of  June,  John  Ten  Eyck,  soldier  in  Oiptaii   \, 
French's  company  of  light  infantry  was  drowned  in  the  Lehi  by  accident. 

Saturday,  5th.— The  regiment  was  ordered  on  fatigue  with  three  days  proviiieo^  ' 
that  night  lay  out  in  the  woods. 

Sunday.  6th.— I  was  relieved  by  Lt.  Falrlie  and  went  to  Camp,  this  day  ws  ' 
through  the  great  Swamp. 

Monday.  7th  June.— At  about  8  in  the  morning  decamped  from  Locust  Hill. 
the  Lehi  and  encamped  on  the  side  of  a  Swamp  called  the  Shades  of  Death.t  abott  A 
miles  from  Locust  Hill. 

Tuesday.  8th  June.— About  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  struck  our  tents,  Dsrcbtl 
through  the  Shades  of  Death,  and  encamped  at  night  about  one  mile  from  the  Sbad« 

Wednesday.  9th.— The  Camp  remained. 

Thursday  10th.— The  Camp  remained.    The  troops  worked  on  the  road. 

Friday,  11th.— The  regiment  decamped  and  marched  within  aeven  miles  from  Weyt* 
ming.    Capt.  Wright  and  I  remained  behind  to  guard  the  CommUaary  Storea 

Saturday,  12th.— The  guard  and  Commissary  Stores  came  up  to  Camx>. 

'Brigadier  General  Edward  Hand,  the  youngest  Brigadier  of  the  expedition.  Bora  li 
Ireland  the  last  day  of  1744,  was  an  ensign  In  the  British  army,  serred  two  yean  wttk 
his  regiment  in  America,  then  resigned  and  settle^  In  Pennsylvania.  At  the  !nt*"**f 
of  the  Revolution  he  entered  the  continental  service  as  Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Colonel  of  a  rifle  corps  in  1776,  was  In  the  battles  of  Long  Island  and  Trenton,  and 
the  summer  of  1777  was  in  command  at  Pittsburg.  Washington  placed  great  conBdcaei  * 
In  his  Judgment  and  consulted  htm  freely  ss  to  the  feasibility  of  this  campaiga  !■  \ 
1710  he  succeeded  Scammel  as  Adjutant  General  of  the  army  and  held  the  poshM  ) 
nntil  tha  cIom  of  the  war.  He  was  a  lover  of  fine  horses  and  an  excellent  horscBSk  * 
^ted  In  Lancaster.  Pa..  Sept.  3.  1802. 

>  of  Dtath,  supposed  by  many  to  have  derived  the  name  from  the  raffertip  | 
<«  sieind  from  the  massscre  of  Wyoming,  but  this  la  evidently  an  emr,  \ 
to  the  locality  and  appeared  on  the  maps,  long  previess  !§•  ] 
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Sunday,  13th.— Laid  still. 

Monday.  14th.— At  six  o'clock  the  General  beat,  struck  tents  and  marched  to  Weyo- 
rning^  and  arrived  there  at  about  12,  and  pitched  Camp. 

June  15th  and  16th.— Laid  sUlI. 

Thursday,  17th.— Mo?ed  the  camp  about  four  miles  up  the  River,  to  a  place  called 
Jacob's  Plains. 

18th  and  l»th.— Laid  sUIl. 

Sunday,  June  20th.— I  was  ordered  to  go  down  the  River  Sisquehannah  with  a  party 
in  boats  under  the  command  of  Captain  Graham.  Left  Weyoming  about  7  o'clock  In 
the  morning  and  arrived  with  the  boats  at  Fort  Jenkins  at  sunset  and  stayed  that  night. 

Monday,  2l8t.— Left  Fort  Jenkins  in  the  morning,  proceeded  down  the  River  and 
arrived  at  Northumberland  town,  dined  there,  and  proceeded  to  Sunbury  and  arrived 
there  at  7  o'clock  at  night 

Tuesday,  22d.— Laid  still  at  Sunbury  and  loaded  the  Boats  with  flour  and  beef. 

Wednesday,  28d.— At  9  o'clock  In  the  morning  left  Sunbury,  proceeded  up  the  River 
about  eight  miles. 

Thursday,  24th.— Proceeded  up  the  River  till  night  and  lodged  on  board  the  boat. 
In  the  night  lost  my  hat. 

Friday,  Xth.— Proceeded  up  the  River  as  far  as  Fort  Jenkins  and  lodged  there.f 

Saturday,  26th.— Left  Fort  Jenkins  and  arrived  at  the  falls.  Got  half  the  boats  up 
the  falls,  which  were  drawn  up  by  ropes. 

Sunday,  27th.— Got  up  the  rest  of  the  boats,  and  proceeded  up  the  River  and  halted 
along  shore  over  night.  Coll.  Ogden's  regiment  from  Jersey  was  sent  down  as  a 
guard  to  us  from  Weyoming. 

*The  Delaware  name  given  to  a  valley  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  of  three  to  four 
miles  in  width,  by  about  sixteen  In  length,  extending  from  the  mountain  range  above 
the  Lackawana  where  the  river  wends  its  way  through  a  gorge  a  thousand  feet  deep, 
south-westerly  to  where  the  river  again  finds  its  way  through  a  range  equally  lofty 
and  precipitous.  This  was  the  Schahentoa  or  Schahen-dowane  of  the  Iroquois,  signify- 
ing great  plains,  as  does  also  the  Delaware  name  of  Wyoming.  From  its  earliest 
known  history,  this  valley  has  been  a  favorite  place  of  Indian  residence,  and  was  the 
probable  seat  of  an  Iroquois  trkbe,  called  Schahentoar-ronons  by  Brebeuf  in  1636, 
whom  he  describes  as  allies  of  the  Hurons  and  speaking  their  language.  In  1614,  three 
Dutchmen  in  the  employ  of  the  Directors  of  New  Netherland.  accompanied  a  party  of 
Mahican  Indians  from  near  Fort  Orange,  in  a  war  expedition  against  the  Carantouan- 
nais,  a  powerful  Iroquois  tribe,  whose  main  village  containing  more  than  eight  hun- 
dred warriors,  was  located  on  the  so-called  "  Spanish  Hill  "  near  Waverly,  N.  T. 
These  Dutchmen  were  captured  by  the  'Carantouannais,  and  were  the  first  white  men 
these  Indians  had  ever  seen;  believing  them  to  be  French,  who  were  allies  of  their 
friends  the  Hurons,  they  treated  them  kindly,  and  conducted  them  down  the  Susque- 
hanna to  this  point,  and  thence  by  way  of  the  Lehigh  river  to  the  Delaware,  where  they 
were  ransomed  by  Capt  Hendricksen,  "  giving  for  them  kittles  beads  and  merchan- 
dise." In  the  map  made  by  the  Captain  from  information  furnished  Dy  those  Dutch- 
men, he  indicated  four  towns  on  tihe  west  rtde  of  the  river,  at  this  point,  and  de«ignated 
the  tribe  as  Minquas,  this  being  the  general  name  applied  by  the  Dutch  to  all  the 
Iroquois  tribes  south  of  the  Five  Nations,  and  west  of  New  Netherland.  several  of 
which  are  known  to  have  been  in  existence  at  that  early  date,  but  which  appear  to 
have  been  entirely  overlooked  by  the  scholars  of  the  country. 

tDuring  the  absence  of  Lieut.  Hardenbergh  down  the  river  a  party  visited  the 
battle-ground.  *'  The  place  where  the  battle  was  fought  may  with  propriety  be  called 
'  a  place  of  skulls',  as  the  bodies  of  the  slain  were  not  buried,  their  bones  were 
scattered  in  e?ery  direction  all  around:  a  great  number  of  which  for  a  few  days  past 
having  been  picked  up,  were  decently  Interred  by  our  people.  We  passed  a  grave 
where  seventy-five  skeletons  were  burled;  also  a  spot  where  fourteen  wretched  creatures, 
who.  having  surrendered  upon  being  promised  mercy,  were  nevertheless  made  Im- 
mediately to  sit  down  in  the  ring,  and  after  the  savages  had  worked  tbemsclves  up  to 
the  extreme  of  fury  in  their  usual  manner,  by  dancing,  singing,  halloaing.  &r.,  they 
proceeded  deliberately  to  tomahawk  the  poor  fellows  one  after  another.  Fifteen  sur- 
rendered and  composed  the  ring;  upon  the  Indians  beginning  their  work  of  cruelty. 
one  of  them  providentially  escaped,  who  reported  the  matter  to  Col.  Dutlcr,  who  upon 
his  return  to  Wyoming,  went  to  the  spot  and  found  the  bones  of  the  fourteen  lying  as 
human  bodies  in  an  exact  circle."— Rev.  Wm.  Rogers'  Journal. 
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Monday,  28th— At  Kevelle  beat  proceeded  up  the  River  to  the  apper  falli.  Got  all  tiM 
boAti  up,  (one  of  which  overset  in  going  up)  and  arrlTed  at  Shawnj  Flats  atott  I 
miles  from  Weyoming. 

Tuesday,  29th— Left  Shawny  flats  in  the  morning  and  arrlTed  at  Weyomlnc*  aboat 
7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  unloaded  the  boats  and  went  up  to  camp  in  the  aftemooa  to 
Jacob's  Plains. 

Wednesday,  30th  June.— The  regiment  was  mustered  In  camp  at  Jacob's  Plains.  Whllt 
I  was  out  on  my  voyage  down  the  river.  Gen.  Sullivan  arrived  at  Weyominc  with 
troops  to  be  employed  on  the  expedition. t 

Thursday,  July  1.— Laid  still. 

Friday,  July  2d;  Saturday,  July  3d.— Remained  at  Jacob's  Plains. 

Sunday,  July  ye  4th.— Decamped  from  Jacob's  Plains,  crossed  the  rlYor  Sisqnehaanah 
and  encamped  on  the  west  side  of  the  River,  near  forty  toriX-  on  a  line  plain  ealkd 
Abraham's  Plains. 

Monday,  5th  July.— Went  out  on  a  scouting  party  in  order  to  bunt.  Went  np  tbt 
River  as  far  as  Laghawanny  Creek  and  returned  at  sunset.    Met  with  no  success. 

During  our  stay  at  Weyoming  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  keep  guard,  and  dis- 
ciplining our  troops;  only  a  few  that  were  employed  in  boating  to  carry  provisions  ap 
the  River  from  Sunbury  to  Weyoming. 

(From  July  5th  to  July  31st  no  entry  was  made  in  the  Journal.) 

Saturday,  the  31st  of  July.— About  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  left  Weyoming  oo 
our  expedition.  Our  baggage  being  carried  on  pack  horses,  the  provisions  and  artillery 
in  boats,  we  marched  as  far  as  Lackawannlck,  ten  miles  from  Weyoming,  and  en- 
camped. 

Sunday,  Aug.  First.— At  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  struck  our  tents  and  marched  7 
miles  to  a  place  called  Quialutimack.  The  road  was  very  difflcuit.  the  baggsge  did  not 
arrive  till  towards  day. 

Monday.  August  ye  2d.— Laid  still  at  Quialutimack. 

'"Wyoming  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  east  branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  the 
town  consisting  of  about  seventy  houses,  chiefly  log  buildings;  besides  these  buUdioii 
there  are  sundry  larger  ones  which  were  erected  by  the  army  tor  the  purpoet  of 
receiving  stores,  Ac,  a  large  bake  and  smoke  houses.  There  Is  likewise  a  small  fort 
erected  in  the  town,  with  a  strong  abbata  around  it,  and  a  small  redoubt  to  sbelttf 
the  inhabitants  in  case  of  an  alarm.  This  fort  is  garrisoned  by  100  men.  draughted 
from  the  western  army,  and  put  under  the  command  of  Col.  Zebulon  Butler.  I  canaot 
omit  taking  notice  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  town;  two  thirds  of  them  are  widows 
and  orphans,  who.  by  the  vile  hands  of  the  savages,  have  not  only  deprived  them  of 
tender  husbands,  some  indulgent  parents,  and  others  of  affectionate  friends  and 
acquaintances,  besides  robbed  and  plundered  of  all  their  furniture  and  clothing.  la 
short,  they  an-^  left  totally  dependent  on  the  public,  and  are  become  absolute  objecu 
of  charity."— Hubley's  Journal. 

tThc  army  when  concentrated  at  Wyoming  was  organized  as  follows: 

Ni  w  Jersey  Brigade.  Brig.  Gen'l  William  Maxwell  com'd. 

Isi  N.  J..  Col.  Matthias  Ogden. 

2d,      "         ••      Israel  Shreve. 

3d.      *•         *•      Elias  Dayton. 

5th.  "  "  Oliver  Spencer's  Independent  Regiment,  also  fragments  of  Forsmui'i 
and  Sheldon's  regiments  merged  into  Spencer's. 

New  Hampshire  Brigade— Brig.  Gfn'l  Enoch  Poor,  com'd. 

ist  X.  H..  Col.  Joseph  Ctlley. 

2d      "  Lifut.  Col.  George  Reld. 

Jd      •'  •*      Her.ry  Dearborn. 

2d   N.   Y..  Col     Ph:llp  Van  Cortlandt. 

Brigade  of  L:cM  Troop?.  (it.I  Kdward  Hand,  com'd 

V.'*i   Pa..   L.rui.  Col.   .\iam  HuMcy. 

C--..\r.   Kiuin.er.t.   Ma;     Par.if!    Burkhardt. 

I:.;  :••  '.  't   Wjcrr.ir^  Ct  xpacy.   Cart    Sixes   S^aldici. 

Wn..-:    .»:    '•  •  •    .     r.-.:».   .'..v.r.   Fr.'\rk:!T.. 

S   '  .■••  »    }c.;'-    r  ■■:■-     u;  ■!■  r    «"..;■!     Sr!:; 

W"  "v  ]'  r  « >-  •  ■  .J**  V.i:  k  ^f  !^.c  Susquehanna  between  Pittston  and  Wilkis- 
Im:-.     '  .    '.         '"■     '\    •'  ■   '.v  ••;  c^i.icr^ir.t.^  from  Connecticut,  forty  in  numbtr. 
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Tuesday.  Aug.  3d.— At  7  o'clock  In  the  morniag  struck  our  camp,  loaded  our  baggage, 
proceeded  on  our  march  and  encamped  at  night  in  the  wood. 

Wednesday,  Aug.  4th.— At  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  General  beat,  struck  our  tents, 
proceeded  on  our  march  and  encamped  at  night  at  Venderlips  Plantation.  This  day's 
march  was  very  fatiguing.  Our  regiment  was  on  the  Rear  Guard,  the  road  very 
mouDtalnous  and  difficult.  We  had  the  care  of  all  the  pack  horses  and  cattle,  which 
was  very  troublesome. 

Thursday,  Aug.  5th.— About  10  o'clock  decamped,  proceeded  on  our  march  and  arrived 
at  Wyalusing  and  encamped  there. 

Friday,  Aug.  6th.— Laid  still  Wyalusing  for  refreshment. 

Saturday,  Aug.  7th— Laid  still  on  account  of  rainy  weather. 

Sunday,  August  Sth.— At  6  o'clock  In  the  morning  struck  camp,  moved  from  Wyalus- 
ing and  encamped  at  evening  at  a  place  called  Standing  Stone. 

Monday.  Aug.  9th.— At  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  struck  our  tents,  proceeded  on  our 
march  and  arrived  at  Sheshehung  flats  and  encamped  there. 

Tuesday,  Aug.  10th.— Laid  sUil  at  the  FlaU. 

Wednesday.  Aug.  Uth.— At  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  struck  tent,  marched  at  7 
o'clock  for  Tyuga.*  Our  regiment  and  the  2d  New  Jersey  regiment  was  ordered  to 
cross  the  River  at  our  encampment  and  proceed  up  the  River  on  the  opposite  side,  to 
take  possession  of  the  ground  at  Tyuga  to  cover  the  fording  place  for  the  army  and 
horses  to  cross  the  River,  arrived  at  Tyuga  about  11  o'clock  in  the  morning.  At  night 
Gen.  Sullivan  sent  off  a  small  scout  to  discover  Shemungf  (6f  one  Captain  and  ae^en 
men.)  which  lay  about  twelve  miles  up  the  Tlyuga  branch. 

Aug.  12.— The  scout  returned  with  news  that  the  enemy  seemed  to  be  in  great  con- 
fusion and  seemed  to  be  moving  off.  The  Gen'l  left  a  guard  at  Tlyuga  sufficient  to 
|:uard  the  camp  and  marched  with  the  rest  of  the  army  under  cover  of  the  night  for 
Shemung,  marched  all  night,  the  weather  very  dark,  and  nothing  but  an  Indian  path 
through  the  wood  made  It  difficulty 

Friday.   Aug.  18th.— About  six  o'clock  In  the  morning  we  arrived  at  Shemung  and 

*Tioga,  the  name  given  by  the  Iroquois  to  the  wedge  of  land  lying  between  the 
Chemung  river  and  north  branch  of  the  Susquehanna;  from  Teyaogcn,  an  interval. 
or  anything  between  two  other  things.  (Bruyas.  Agnlers  Racines.)  Teiohogcn,  the 
forks  of  a  river  (Gallatin's  vocabulary  387).  This  has  from  time  immemorial  been 
one  of  the  most  important  strategical  points  of  the  country  of  the  Five  Nations. 
Zeisberger  passed  through  here  in  1750  and  says  that  "at  Tioga  or  the  gate.  Six  Nations 
Indians  were  stationed  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  character  of  all  persons  who 
crossed  over  into  their  country,  and  that  whoever  entered  their  territory  by  any  other 
way  than  through  the  gate,  or  by  way  of  the  Mohawk,  was  suspected  by  them  of  evil 
purpose  and  treated  as  a  spy  or  enemy."  An  Indian  town  of  Tioga  near  the  point, 
destroyed  by  Col.  Hartley  In  1778. 

The  earliest  known  accoun^  of  the  place  Is  found  in  Champlain,  who  sent  out  one  of 
his  Interpreters,  named  Stephen  Brul6.  In  1815,  to  arrange  with  the  Carantouannias  for 
a  force  of  five  hundred  warriors,  to  co-operate  with  him  in  an  attack  on  the  Onondaga 
stronghold,  then  located  in  the  town  of  Fenner,  Madison  county.  N.  Y.  Brul6  with  a 
small  party  of  Hurons  passed  through  the  country  of  the  Five  Nations,  to  the  great 
town  of  Carantouan,  containing  more  than  eight  hundred  warriors,  then  located  on  the 
so-called  Spanish  Hill  near  Waverly.  Brul6  returned  to  Carantouan  after  the  ex- 
pedition, and  the  next  year.  1^6,  went  down  the  Susquehanna  to  the  sea  "where  he 
found  many  natioivs  that  are  powerful  and  warlike." 

tChemung— An  Indian  town  of  fifty  or  sixty  houses,  occupied  in  1779,  located  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Chemung  river,  three  miles  above  the  present  village  of  Chemung,  in 
Chemung  county,  destroyed  by  Gen.  Sullivan.  August  13th.  1779. 

Old  Chemung— An  Indian  town  partially  abandoned  in  1779,  located  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Chemung  river,  half  a  mile  above  the  present  village  of  Chemung,  In  Chemung 
county.    A  few  houses  burned  August  13th,  1779. 

tThis  night's  march  was  very  tedious.  The  path  followed  tihe  north  bank  of  the 
Chemung  passing  the  first  narrows,  near  present  Waverly,  and  the  second  along  the 
steep  hillsides  and  precipices  west  of  present  Chemung.  At  these  points  there  wns 
scarcely  room  for  two  to  walk  abreast,  and  a  single  misstep  would  insure  a  lauding  on 
the  rocks  a  hundred  feet  below.  It  was  daylight  when  the  troops  reached  second  nar- 
rows, but  a  dense  fog  prevailed,  under  the  cover  of  which  they  advanced,  and  found 
the  town  abandoned. 
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fouud  the  enemy  bad  left  ttie  town.  Oo  our  approach  we  burnt  the  town,  destroyed 
the  corn.  &c..  and  returned  to  Tiyuga.  A  small  party  of  the  Indians  who  had  concealed 
themselves  in  the  wood,  flred  on  a  small  party  of  Gen'U  Hand's  Brigade,  killed  sis 
men  and  wounded  two  without  lose  on  their  side.*  A  party  of  Oen'l  Poor'a  Brigade 
was  destroying  corn,  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  killed  one  and  wounded  one. 

Saturday,  Aug.  14th.— Laid  at  Tiyuga  waiting  for  the  arival  of  Gen'I  Clinton's  Brigade, 
who  came  down  the  Susquehanna  from  the  Mohawk  River.  A  large  detachment  from 
the  army  was  ordered  up  to  Join  him.f  The  remainder  of  the  army  were  employed  la 
building  a  garrison  at  Tiyuga.  On  the  22nd  day  of  Aug't  we  were  joined  by  Gea'l 
Clinton's  Brigade. 

Monday.  Aug't  23.— Laid  still.  Capt.  Kimble  of  Col.  Cilley's  Regiment,  Gen'I  Poor's 
Brigade,  was  killed  in  his  tent  by  accident  with  a  gun  being  napped  by  a  soldier. 

"Aug.  15th.— Nine  Hundred  chosen  men  under«the  Command  of  Brig.  Oen'l  Poor  an 
ordered  to  march  Tomorrow  morning  up  the  Susquehanna,  to  meet  Gen'I  Clinton,  who 
is  on  hie  march  to  join  Sullivan's  Army  with  his  Brigade  and  is  in  some  Danger  of 
being  Atacktd  by  the  Enemy  before  he  can  form  a  Junction  with  our  Main  Army: 
This  afternoon  a  Small  Party  of  Indian's  flred  on  somo  of  our  Men  who  were  without 
the  Guards  after  some  Horse's,  and  Cattle,  KiUd  and  Sculped  one  man  and  Wounded 
another,  a  party  was  sent  out  in  pursuit  of  them  but  could  not  come  up  with  them— 

16th  General  Poor  March'd  with  his  Detachment  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  Proceeded  la 
two  Collam's  up  the  Suscuhannah  River  Over  very  rough  Ground  we  Incampt  Near 
the  Ruins  of  an  old  town  Call'd  Macktowanuck  the  Land  near  the  River  is  very  Good~ 

ITth  We  marched  Early  this  Morning  Proceed  12  Miles  to  Owagea  an  Indian  Town 
which  was  Deserted  last  Spring,  after  Planting,  About  the  town  Is  many  Fruit  Trees 
and  many  Plants,  and  Herbs,  that  are  Common  in  our  part  of  the  Country:  Hear  ii  a 
Learge  body  of  clear  Intivale  Covered  with  Grass.  Our  March  to  day  Very  Survear 
and  Fatigueing  Esspecelly  for  the  Left  Collm  (to  which  I  belong)  as  we  had  to  pass 
Several  Steap  Hills  and  Morasacs- 

18th  We  March'd  Early  ibis  Morning  proceeded  14  miles  to  Chccanant  the  Renuice 
of  a  Learge  Indian  Town  which  has  been  likewise  Abandoned  this  Summer,  here  we 
found  Plenty  of  Cucombar's.  Squashes,  Turnips.  &c.  We  found  About  twenty  Houses. 
Which  we  burnt  our  Days  March  has  been  More  Survear  than  Yesterday,  as  we  hsd 
bad  Hills  and  Swamps,  one  swamp  of  about  two  miles  so  Covered  with  Large  Pines. 
Standing  and  lying  which  appeared  as  tho'  Several  Haricanes  had  been  busy  among 
since  which  a  Tremcndius  Groath  of  Bushes  About  twenty  feet  high  has  »prurc  up 
so  very  thick 'as  to  Render  the  passing  through  them  Impraetible  by  any  troops  but 
such  as  Nolhlnp  but  Death  can  stop — at  sunset  we  were  Very  agreeably  alarm'd  by  the 
Rtport  of  a  Car.uoi;  up  the  River  Which  was  suppos.^d  to  be  General  Clintons  Crenioff 
Gun— 

Idth  Our  Troops  were  put  in  Motion  very  early  this  Morning  after  Marrbing  about 
one  Mile  Gtn'i  Poor  Kocelved  an  E^ii^press  from  General  Clinton  Informing  him  thai 
the  LatttT  expp.  aod  to  be  htar  by  lO  o'clock  A.  M.  this  day  In  Consiquence  of  which 
we  Return'd  to  our  Old  Inrampmcnt  where  General  Clinton.  Joined  us  at  10  o'CIock 
with  two  Thousand  Men— Including  Officfrs.  Bo.ii«maL  &c.  he  has  two  Hundred  acd 
Kiirlir.  IWauToes  with  Provisinns  Ammunition  &«'.  afttr  Mutual  Congrratulatlons  sod 
Conij-'f^nnr.is  the  whole  Proccc^dcd  down  the  River  to  Owagea  and  Incampt  this  Eveciog, 
the  low  I.  of  Owcpoa  was  made  a  burnflre  of  to  Grate  our  MeotIng    •    •    •" 


•Chemung  Ainbustade— •>:!  tho  f.iilure  to  surprise  thv  Indians  In  their  village.  Gen- 
eral Ha::d  pursutd  them  up  tlic  riM-r.  About  a  mile  above  Xew  Chemung,  the  trail 
pa«»ed  oMiquely  ovt^r  a  hill  known  locally  as  the  Hog  Back,  near  the  present  residence 
of  Doctor  Everett,  about  two  and  a  half  milcs  b<  luw  the  monument  on  Sullivan  Hill. 
Col.  Hubleys  ivtiment  was  Ir.  fro:t.  with  Cif-t.  Push's  company  of  forty  men  on  tht 
ncht  A.tjr.p  .»-  flaLker^'.  wiih  i!.e  two  iLdepci.Ji  nt  Companies  in  the  rear.  The  head 
cf  the  .o.'jTTi-.  ;i;p'.ir«  tn  l'i\o  l»eor.  &omcwh.i:  in  advar.c»  of  ihe  flankers  and  when 
ne.if  the  i*;;::  •.  ?  r-f  tl..^  l?..l.  :»..:\-tJ  a  f.r*  fn»ni  th»»  ri-f-niy  in  ambush,  at  short  range 
S:\  wore  kii:.  I  iir  1  :..:  ■  a*  ■■•!!. -1.  .1.  jini«ir.c  rl.r*  lalt-r  Capt.  Frai.klln.  Capt.  Carbury 
.im1  a '.'..t.iv:  Hii:?:«r.  ,i\'.  .;  ioi.  l:i:Moy  .-  :  c.:\\<>:.\..  Tbe  enemy  At  o::oe  retreated  to 
I!  .    ••  :   v.-:  :.:{\:  ..f  WtK'   U\:\. 

'Tl.-  .w  -c    •»\«-a'-:    fn^r:;    Th*»    .'.•!:':  .il    ..  f    Maj«r    Norri*.    dtf*.«cribos    the    march  of 

i!-.-^  •!•:.!  L-  .  f  •.;■  :\.-  :.■  :'\:  s-.-l  •  .f  :!  .  >i:-iiuv!i.-ir.r.a  from  Tioga  to  UlIod.  in  tb« 
ii'»:.  .'  I  ■  •. :  It'.-  ■' .■  ■  ':!T\  w*..:,  :!.»>  n'o'.  GrT.tral  Clinton's  brigade  For  the 
ma..        '■::■■     '.A'    ■    ■■  <;•;.*  ;  ;     ...:  ■  \  <,)..    l^-A'i\'»  Joumal. 
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Wda7.  24tli  Aug't.— The  dispoBition  was  made  and  everything  got  in  readiness  for 

Jtblag.    The  army  encamped  that  evening  agreeable  to  the  order  of  march,  m^telf 

If  drafted  on  the  right  flank,  which  was  commanded  by  Col.  Dubois. 

'cdneedaj,  25tta. — Laid  still  not  being  able, to  get  ready  to  march  on  account  of  our 

i  horses. 

larsday,  26tli. — Struck  tents  at  1  o'clock  and  marched  about  3  miles  up  the  Tiyuga 

irh  and  encajoiped. 

iday.    Atts't    27.— At  8  o'clock  in   the  morning  the   Gen'l  beat,   struck   tents  at  9 

L'k  marched  off  and  encamped  that  night  about  3  miles  below  Shemung  by  a  large 

kid. 

nrdaj,  Au^'t  28th.— At  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  marched  as  far  as  Shemung  and 

aped. 

day.    29th   Aug't.— At  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  signal  for  march  was  given. 

larched  about  4  miles  when  our  Light  corps  fell  in  with  the  enemy  on  the  opposite 

>f  a   defile    with  some  slight  works  thrown   up  in  their  front.     The  light  trcops 

agfd  some   shots  with  them  and  amused  them  whilst  Gen's  CHnton's  and  Poor's 

les  with  the  ri^ht  flank  were  ordered  to  flle  off  by  the  right  and  gain  the  enemy's 

vhich  to  effect,  we  had  to  ascend  a  very  steep  hill  which  the  enemy  had  possessed 

elvea  of.     Whilst  we  were  gaining  the  rear,  Col.  Proctor  with 'the  artillery  kept 

brisk  fire    on    their  worka.    On  our  ascending  the  hill  they  began  to  attack  us. 

aen   undauntedly  pushed  on  and  gained  the  hill.    The  enemy  went  off  in  con- 

I.  left    their   dead   on  the  ground.*    About  sunset  we  encamped  on  the  enemy's 

d.t    "^'e   had   one  major,  one  Capt.  and  one  Lt.  wounded.    The  Capt.  and  Lieut. 

rf  their  wounds,  also  a  few  men  wounded. 

IT  towns  were  destroyed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  battlefield,  viz. : 

Newtown,  an  Indian  village  of  about  twenty  houses,  occupied  in  1779,  located 
e  left  bank   of   the   Chemung  river  about  five  miles  below   Elmira,  and  a  mile 

the  fortified  position  between  Baldwin's  creek  and  the  river.  It  gave  the  name 
r  battle  fousht  near  it  August  29,  1779. 

A  small  TillAS®  northeast  of  the  battlefield  of  Newtown  on  both  sides  of  Bald- 
creek,  of  t'wenty  or  thirty  houses  which  had  never  been  occupied,  and  were  sup- 
to  hare  been  built  for  storing  the  crops  grown  in  the  vicinity.  This  was  located 
(point  where  Gen.  Poor  commenced  the  ascent  of  the  hill;  and  was  destroyed  by 
ic's  brigade. 

A  small  rillas®  near  the  angle  in  the  works  of  the  enemy  on  Baldwin's  creek, 
aU)er8  of  which  were  used  by  them  in  the  construction  of  the  fortifications.  One 
m  front  of  their  works  was  occupied  by  the  enemy  as  a  block  bouse  during  the 
ment. 

'■Monday,  Augr.  30.  •  •  •  Went  up  the  river  about  two  miles,  then  took  up  a 
ranch  of  the  river  (which  runs  near  S.  \V.)  one  mile,  burnt  five  houses  and 
ed  all   the  corn    in  our  way."— Beatty's  Journal. 

Battle  of  Xewtown  was  fought  on  Sunday,  August  29.  1779,  near  the  Indian  vil- 
thff   same    name,   on  the  left  bank  of  the  Chemung  river  six  miles  southeast  of 

The  enemy's  force  of  British  regulars,  two  battalions  of  Royal  Greens,  and 
were  led  by  Colonel  John  Butler  with  Captains  Walter  N.  Butler  and  Mac- 
t«  cubordinates:  the  Indians  by  the  great  Mohawk  Captain  Thayondanegea. 
'  rh  Brant,  Butler  being  chief  in  conimar.d.  The  design  of  the  enemy  appears 
V*-:i    primarily,   an    ambuscade,    Tliey  had  artfully  concealed  their  works,   and 

•'-    forces    in    positions  to  attack  simultaneously,  both  flanks,   front  and  rear; 

'    •-    raturally    strong  was  admirably  adapted  to  their  purposes.    From  Elmira. 

•hea»trrl%'    for  several   miles,  is  a  mountainous  rldgo  running  parallel  with 

•     «omethIn|?     over    six    hundred    feet    in    height    near   the    Indian    village,    but 

f^ltlntz    a^'Ay    ^^    ^^^    level   of  the    plain   where   It    terminates    about   a   mile 

^fyutlietLStcrn    slope  was  the  battle  of  Newtown.    To  the  north  and  east 

A       \     a   similar  one.   which  also  terminates  near  the  battlefield,  and  between 

^^  .*«*,jeVable  stream,  whirh  running  nearly  parallel  with  the  river  in  its 
^  *^  ■"  tens  the  Chemung  a  mile  and  a  quarter  below.  The  river  here  sweeps 
r.urs'?,  curve,    making  a  full  semicircle,  enclosing  several  hundred  acres 

a    g^race  ^^    ^.hich    were  the   Indian  cornflflds;   the  Well?burg   north  and 

ottom  ac  .^  joto  two  nearly  equal  parts.  Rising  abruptly  from  this  plain 
d  ^^^^  ^^.^-^  known  locally  as  the  Hog  Back.  This  extends  from  the  river 
■■  t*'^^'"^  '      jj.^  creek,  a  distance  of  about  a  third  of  a  mUe.    TY\e  c.x^^sX. 

^  plain    nearly    to  mt? 
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Aag't  30,— Remaioed  on  the  gronnd  of  yesterday.  The  greatest  part  of  tha  ai 
employed  in  destroying  com  which  wat  in  great  abundance. 

Tuesday,  3l8t  Aug' t.— At  9  o'clock  in  the  mominc  marched  off;  marched  t 
above  Newtown  and  encamped  on  a  large, pine  plain,  forming  a  aquare  with  c 
to  secure  our  pack  horses  and  cattle. 

Wednesday.  Sept.  1st— The  signal  gun  fired  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning.  We 
at  half  past  nine,  marched  about  G  miles  through  a  flat  leTel  road  at  the  and 
we  entered  a  dark  pine  swamp,  which  continued  four  miles  with  almost  in 
hills  and  valleys  and  arrived  at  11  o'clock  at  niglit  at  Catliarine's  town. 

of  this  ridge  was  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  force,  protected  by  mde  log  bn 
and  rifle  pits,  which  extended  to  the  eastern  extremity,  and  from  thenco  tumii 
connected  with  the  steep  banks  of  the  creek  above.  The  lines  to  be  dsCeni 
these  two  sides  of  a  triangle,  their  right  resting  on  the  river,  their  left  on  tl 
tain,  the  path  of  the  army  passing  between  the  two  lines,  along  which  was 
enemy's  line  of  retreat  From  the  angle  in  the  works  a  thin  line  extende 
mountain,  on  which  was  a  body  of  the  enemy  and  also  another  small  bod 
mountain  to  the  east.  The  results  at  Chemung  a  few  days  previous  led  the 
hope  that  a  like  blunder  might  be  repeated,  and  that  Wyoming  and  Minnisi 
to  be  re-enacted.  Presuming  that  the  army,  after  crossing  the  creek,  would  f 
Indian  trail  without  discovering  their  works,  they  flattered  themselves  that 
pected  fire  on  the  exposed  flanks  would  create  great  confusion,  which  if  ai 
by  simultaneous  attacks  in  front  and  rear  by  the  forces  in  that  quarter,  mig 
in  a  panic,  and  a  possible  stampede  of  the  pack  horses  and  cattle,  which 
quite  as  disastrous  as  the  defeat  of  the  army.  But  three  companies  of  Morgi 
men.  the  pride  of  Washington,  were  in  the  ad  ranee;  these  veterans  of  a 
battles  were  in  no  way  inferior  to  the  enemy  in  Indian  craft;  the  works  an^ 
of  the  enemy  were  discovered  when  afar  off.  and  this  ingenious  device  of  drs 
forces  into  an  ambuscade  was  frustrated.  The  ambuscade  failing,  the  altemj 
presented  of  forcing  a  direct  attack  in  front,  under  great  disadvantage,  or  of  i 
movement,  over  very  difllcult  ground,  where  nearly  the  entire  force  of  tl 
could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  attacking  force  at  any  point  on  interior  lice* 
in  time  to  repulse  one  division  of  the  army  before  the  other  could  come  to 
The  attack  in  front  was  invited  by  repeated  sorties  of  a  body  of  about  four 
of  the  enemy,  who  would  deliver  their  flre.  and  immediately  retreat  to  thel 
After  three  hours  of  skirmishing,  deliberation,  and  reconnoitering.  General 
determined  to  divide  his  force,  turn  the  enemy's  left,  and  attack  tlmultant 
front  and  flank. 

The  artillery  was  posted  on  a  rising  ground,  three  hundred  yards  from  th 
in  position  to  enfilade  the  main  line  of  their  works,  and  sweep  the  ground  in 
Gen.  liand  was  to  support  the  artillery,  the  left  fianking  division  to  tlut 
enemy's  right,  and  Oen.  Maxwell's  brigade  to  be  held  in  reserve.  Gen.  Poor'i 
of  four  regiments,  the  right  fianking  division,  and  the  three  companies  of 
were  to  make  a  circuit  of  about  two  miles  and  turn  the  enemy's  left  and  i 
flank  and  rear,  to  be  supported  by  General  Clinton's  brigade  of  four  regiment 
ing  as  a  second  lino.  One  hour  was  allowed  for  this  movement,  at  the  expi 
which,  the  artillery  was  to  open,  to  be  followed  by  a  general  assault  of 
diviKions.  Poor  almost  immediately  after  commencing  his  march,  found  hii 
volvtd  in  a  thicket  of  underbrush,  almost  impenetrable,  but  after  great 
reached  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  the  enemy  was  posted,  just  at  the  mo 
artillery  fire  commenced.  Forming  his  line  of  battle  with  Lieut.  Col.  Reid's 
on  the  extreme  left,  next  to  him  Lieut.  Col.  Dearborn's  8d  X.  H.,  then  Al' 
Mns8.,  and  Col.  Cilley's  1st  N.  H.  on  the  extreme  right.  To  the  right  of  Xhi 
wnn  th(  right  flanking  division  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  under  Col.  Da 
whole  i»rocc(lod  by  throo  ronipaniis  of  riflemen  under  MaJ.  Parr.  General 
hrlKad*'  formed  lino  of  battle  with  Col.  Gansevoort's  3d  N.  Y.  on  the  left,  nex 
oTh  N.  Y..  tlim  Llviiipmons  -Ith  N.  Y..  with  Van  Courtlandt's  2d  N.  Y.  on  th€ 
riKlit,  following  lij  tho  r-ar  o(  tho  flr?t  line.  Poor  when  about  half  way  up 
enrountcr'd  Mic  cuoiny.  Ijut  i.ot  In  jfuffl*  i«-nt  force  to  materially  check  the  a^ 
tho  flaiikliiR  division,  or  tho  regiment?  on  his  right;  on  reaching  the  summ 
bill,  ihise  rai'idly  pushed  forward  to  s»izc  tho  doflle  near  the  river,  a  short 
ibovo  Newtown.  \vhi«  h  wji';  tho  orly  av»^nue  of  t-scape  for  the  enemy.  Alme 
romniei;>  •  iiiv r  t    ol    th».'    'annonud*-.    ih*     uiain    for«"o    ©f    the   enemy    adroitly   a 
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TharsdJiy,  2d.— Laid  stllL*  Our  line  of  march  being  confused  by  the  badness  of  the 
road  the  day  before. 

Friday,  Sept.  3d.— The  signal  gun  fired  at  7  o'clock,  the  army  marched  off  at  8  o'clock. 
marched  about  twelve  miles  and  encamped  in  the  wood  on  the  east  side  of  the  Seneca 
Lake.    The  land  good  and  well  timbered. 

Saturday,  ye  4th  Sept.—The  Gen'l  beat  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  army 
marched  at  10  o'clock,  marched  4  miles  and  halted. 

Sunday  ye  5th.— The  Gen'l  beat  at  half  past  9  o'clock,  the  army  marched  at  10  o'clock 
and  encamped  in  a  town  called  Candaya.  or  Appletown. 

Monday.  Sept.  6th.— At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  left  Appletown  and  marched  about 
thre«  miles  and  encamped  in  the  wood. 

Tuesday  ye  7th. — At  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  struck  tents,  marched  off  and  crossed 
the  outlet  of  the  Ceneca  Lake,  where  we  expected  to  me«>t  some  opposition,  but  the 
snemy  had  left  the  town.  We  entered  it,  found  a  white  cbildf  in  the  town,  supposed 
to  be  about  4  years  old.  It  was  supposed  they  had  taken  away  from  the  frontiers,  where 

their  works  without  being  discovered,  and  precipitated  themeelves  on  Col.  Ucld's 
regiment  in  greatly  superior  numbers.  They  swarmed  about  him  in  a  semicircle,  und 
for  a  few  moments  made  the  forest  ring  with  their  exultant  shouts,  but  for  a  few 
minutes  only:  for  Col.  Dearborn  having  reached  the  summit  of  the  hill,  and  mlHHlng 
Col.  Reid  on  his  left,  on  his  own  responsibility,  faced  his  regiment  to  the  renr  and 
moTed  to  his  assistance.  At  the  same  moment  the  two  regiments  on  the  left  of  Clinton's 
Ibrigade  by  a  left  oblique  movement,  came  up  from  the  rear  to  Rcid's  support,  and 
the  enemy  soon  found  themselves  dangerously  threatened.  The  conflict  was  short,  nharp 
and  decisive,  and  the  war  whoop  soon  gave  place  to  the  retreat  halloo.  Poor  with  the 
remainder  of  his  brigade,  followed  by  the  two  regiments  on  the  right  of  Clinton,  had 
fusbed  rapidly  for  the  defile.  In  the  meantime  Hand  had  advanced  In  front,  and  the 
left  llaiikiDS  division  under  Col.  Ogden  had  worked  its  way  along  the  river  on  the 
enemy's  flank,  when,  the  enemy  admirably  commanded,  and  wisely  discreet,  sounded 
the  signal  for  retreat  Just  in  time  to  escape.  A  British  account  says:  "In  this  ar-tion 
OoL  Butler  and  all  his  people  was  surrounded,  and  very  near  being  taken  prisoners. 
On  the  same  day  a  few  miles  from  this  he  attempted  again  to  stop  them,  but  in  vain. 
:  Tho  Colonel  lost  four  rangers  killed,  two  taken  prisoners  and  seven  wounded."  Twelve 
Indians  were  found  dead  on  the  field,  the  number  of  wounded  unknown.  The  enemy 
irere  pursued  for  two  or  three  miles  above  Newtown  by  the  light  troops,  where  Salmon 
•ays  they  made  another  stand,  which  appears  to  be  confirmed  by  the  account  above 
linoCcd.  but  no  details  are  given,  and  the  matter  is  not  alluded  to  in  Gen.  Sullivan's 
olBcial  report.  The  loss  In  killed  according  to  the  Indian  official  account,  found  four 
iayB  after,  near  Catharine's  town  is  as  follows:  "Sept.  3d.— This  day  found  a  trcti 
iMU-kcd  177»,  Thandagana.  the  English  of  which  is  Brant,  12  m^^-n  marked  on  It  with 
ftrrovs  pierced  thnrngh  them,  signifying  the  number  they  had  lost  in  the  action  of  tb*r 
9th  ultimo.  A  small  tree  was  twisted  round  like  a  rope  and  bent  down  whir-h  signlfl€>4 
that  If  we  drove  autd  distressed  them,  yet  we  would  not  conquer  them." 

The  loss  of  our  army  is  variously  given  in  different  accounts  of  the  action.  Major 
Livermore  •  Journal  Aug.  29>  says  that  "but  four  or  five"  w*»re  kilUd  and  three  offl'^erH 
mnd  about  "thirty  others"  were  wounded.  Lieut.  Barton  Uoumal)  "that  two  or  thre*" 
«C  oars  w»r»  killed  and  thirty-four  or  fire  wound*^d."  Gen.  Sullivan,  in  a  despatch 
written  the  =ext  day  after  the  fight,  makes  the  er.tire  loss  thrre  kiliM  and  thirty-nin'r 


*Qsie«c  Esrh-r.  nocorioas  as  the  "fl^nd  of  Wyoming."  ?he  was  living  at  i^h^shequir.. 
Ul3C  vkS>9  beaow  Tfc^a  polst  Iz  1772  and  removed  about  liiat  date  six  miles  ncrth.  and 
fB«B4e4  a  a«w  town,  afterward  known  as  Que^n  Rcthfr's  town:  this  was  afterward 
Jaatiuji*  hy  CoL  Hartley  in  177S.  wh-n  the  probably  removed  to  Ch*^mur,g.  She  had  % 
uon.  wh«  jost  hjB  lit*  a  short  time  previous  to  the  massacre  of  Wjrominir.  which  mai 
piuhsibly  tfc«  «x-itiair  eause  of  her  fury  ar,  rhat  pla^e.  i?he  wa^  a  daughter  o!  Fren'^h 
Harsnrec  grardida^zghteT  of  Madam-^  Monrour  and  a  st.^ter  of  Ca'.harir.e  Mor.t'i'jr.  -h* 
had  msot^fT  vtatAT  Vary  who  was  the  w!fe  of  Tohr.  rvtk..  il:as  Kar.arbr again,  a  farn^;« 
'thief  souKCfascs  railed  WhJtA  Mil  go.  He  dl-d  a*.  Fort  W»yr.«:  W  I'Vt.  H«:r  ow. 
was  KgAiihoiiiii.  king  of  rh*  M.n*;  D-:a-»r.-,T-a 

mSm  tSiZA  was  ta4erly  tared  ftr  aic^'.ed  br  ri^;  Mari^ls,  as  '>fi'r*r  In  •.';* 
MtfUcrTp  ***  lirjtace*!  Ttcmas  Ma  i:  n  Af-*r  'n*  r-*  jt':  "tt  *k*  army  i*  "i*  r.;**^ 
hi  a  taamOr  x«ar  Kia^stisn.  X  T  wl:*r»  i;:  i.-ri  i:=:*  two  y-^n  aft*-:  of  «xa::poT  >"» 
dus  was  «»r  iJEra:»4  u  *^  I'j  ;irr---igr. 
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tbey  had  destroyed  and  burnt.  The  Ceneca  Lake  is  suppoied  to  be  thirty-ilz  mitai  li  i 
length  from  south  to  north.  The  land  along  the  eaat  side  appears  to  be  a  rich  nil  .;: 
and  well  timbered.  At  the  north  end  is  the  outlet  which  la  a  continual  atream 
considerable  large.  About  three  miles  and  a  half  from  tlia  outlet  la  the  town 
dasago  or  Ceneca  Castle.* 

Wednesday,  ye  8th  Sept.— Laid  still  at  Cannadasago. 

Thursday  ye  9th.— Marched  from  Cannadasago  about  8  miles  and  encamped  la  the  } 
wood.t 

Friday  10th.— At  7  o'clock  marched  off  about  7  miles  and  crossed  the  outlet  of  a  bomI 
lake,  a  few  miles  from  which  stood  a  Town  called  Canandalgul.!  about  IS^  mUes  tarn 
Ceneca  Castle,  which  we  entered,  and  encamped  at  S  o'clock,  about  a  mile  north  of  the 
town  in  a  large  cornfield. 

Saturday  ye  11th  Sept.— Struck  our  tents  at  9  o'clock  and  marched  about  t  mltai 
through  an  open  country,  halted  at  11  o'clock  tor  refreshment,  moTed  at  one  o'cloek 
and  arrived  at  a  small  town  called  Honyuga.8  At  this  town  we  left  a  small  garrlsoi 
of  one  Capt.  one  Lieut,  and  fifty  men.  exclusive  of  Inralida.  with  some  flour,  boms 
and  cattle. 

Sunday  12th.— Left  Haunyuga  at  12  o'clock,  marched  about  11  miles  and  encampd 
In  the  wood.D 

Monday.  13ch.— At  flvc  o'clock  In  the  morning  marched  about  two  miles  to  a  tnull 
town  called  Adjutoa.  from  this  place  the  Gen'l  sent  out  a  scout  of  one  Sub.  and  19  mes 
to  reconnoitre  a  town  that  was  in  front.    On  his  return  he  was  attacked  by  about  UB 

'Kanadaseaga.  the  grand  ciUagr,  so  called  from  being  tbe  residence  of  the  dbW 
sachem  of  the  Senecas.  located  one  and  a  half  miles  northwest  of  the  preseni  Tillsft 
of  Gcntva  on  both  sides  of  Kanadaseaga  creek.  This  waa  the  capital  of  the  Seneca 
nation  and  contained  about  sixty  well  built  houses.  A  stockade  fort  was  built  her?  ia 
1750  by  Sir  William  Johnson,  the  remains  of  which  were  In  existence  in  1779.  Ret. 
Samuel  Kirkland  was  a  missionary  here  in  1764-6.    Was  destroyed  September  9. 

Butler's  Buildings.— A  small  village  called  Butler's  Buildings  was  found  on  the  »hon   . 
of  the  lake,  near  present  canal  bridge,  in  the  village  of  Geneva. 

Goihsvungquean  also  called  Shenamtcaga,   and  many  other  dialectical   variationi.  §8    : 
important  town  was  also  destroyed  September  S.  by  a  detachment  of  rifleman  uoder 
Major  farr.    The  came  is  perpetuated  in  Kershong  creek,  on  which  It  was  situsted.  os 
S<r.i-«a  lako.  ft*  vt?ii  milos  south  of  Geneva.    It  contained  twenty  houses. 

tFrom  Kanadaseaga  the  route  was  flrst  southwest  for  about  two  mllea  to  the  Use  rf 
the  rrvsent  turnpike,  and  thence  nearly  due  west  along  the  line  of  the  turnpike  to 
Ca:<.ur.il.iiguii  luko.  Boatiy  mentions  an  ancient  stockade  fort  between  Kanadaseaiu  tai 
Ca:.midal«£ua.  This  was  on  Flint  creek  on  lot  92  in  N.  W.  corner  of  the  town  of  Sesert. 
Thi*  ciuainpment  w.i*  on  Flint  creek. 

tKanandalgua.  an  Indian  town  of  twenty-three  large  houses  mostly  framed,  loeatil 
about  a  mile  from  the  lake  shore,  in  west  part  of  present  village  of  Canandaigua.  Tbi 
oorr.  fliUs.  whUh  wore  v<ry  tfxii^nslve.  were  located  on  the  ridge  north  of  the  town  Tbs 
u^u.tl  v.\r:'  ty  n:ivl  quantity  of  fruit  trees  wore  four.d  here,  all  of  which  were  de«trore4. 
Fi-iMn  K.i:.andai^ua  tho  routi*  of  the  .irmy  was  nearly  southwest,  substantlallr  od  tbt 
I:::'^  vi  iUo  prvsfut  road  through  Bristol  to  the  foot  of  Iloneoye  lake,  a  distance  sf 
*'\:ivr.  mil  OS.  lo  the  ncM  vUIagt  of  Ilannfyaye, 

SHd:. ::«.-> ay «*,  an  Indian  town  occupied  In  1779.  located  at  the  foot  of  Honcoye  IskCi 
aNMii  L.ilf  a  n\\W  t\ii>t  of  the  outlet,  and  south  of  Mill  creek.  It  contained  about  twestr 
Ii«>i:?'S.  i:;i.'  iif  i^liiv'h  was  ovi'ur^od  a«  a  fort  under  command  of  Capt.  Cummlngs  of  the 
-:.J  .\.  J.  rixi:ncr.t.  Btuity  jr:^.s  tho  following  description  of  the  work  which  he  fajs 
was  o<-.  ui-Ml  by  tlir«.o  hu:  ^Irtd  inc::  in  all:  "They  was  encamped  round  the  bouse  vheif 
we  iM'l  Ii  ft  our  s torts  ami  tl:o  o.iuip  was  abbatcod  in.  and  round  the  house  they  hii 
K^nilc  .1  s ■•::'•*.  Fi-rt  of  k^'iss.  a::«l  bac*  of  flour,  and  had  three  pieces  of  artillery  in  it. 
and  iho  !:<-.:-<  th-.y  had  n\.\\<  *\:\\  of  loop  hole 5.  so  as  to  fight  out  of  It  in  ca»e  of 
LCvtSMty.   av.il  i:ro:-.  tl.'.    «'.:o:-.    I  tb::k  ihcy  was  wry  safe." 

"On  Uavinfc  Har.r.o>.\ye  :^o  ar:ny  forded  the  outlet  near  the  lake,  and  taking  a  wtfl 
:o«:r*«v  :>ar:v  o:i  tho  li.o  if  !':.^  jrts-;::  .:ast  and  west  road  leading  west  from  ibo 
rrc>o::!  \r::a.i:o  ■'?  l;o: ..  >•  *  tl  •■  ?'.:n'.r.ii  rf  the  dividing  ridge  and  thence  in  a  toutk- 
wf*i  ioi:rv  »Tv  •-•:•:  *]•.  .i:*'«r  of  H- ::.!i^  k  !ake  at  its  foot,  and  continuing  or*T  tbt 
bill  o:i  Mo  *a:::  •  .  ■  "-«o  '.  ■  p-f*.  r:  F^vf?  -orn»*r».  in  the  town  of  Conesus.  where  the 
army  tr.*.i:n;»«vl  ..  ■  \-\-:  co-::  »  'wc  r.:N*  rorth  of  the  Indian  town  Adjutos  or 
"■^■naghsaws. 
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Aians  and  ircre  all  killed  but  2  men  who  bad  the  good  fortune  to  make  their  escape.* 
w  army  remained  in  town  till  about  12  o'clock.  Some  were  employed  in  destroying 
m  and  aome  in  building  a  bridge  (across  a  mlrey  swamp  and  creek)  for  the  artillery  to 
JBBL  'Willie  we  were  .so  employed  the  sunreyor  had  advanced  a  little  in  front  of  the 
iTanccd  suard,  wa«  fired  upon  by  the  Indians  and  had  one  of  his  party  wounded.  At 
o'clock  wa  left  the  town,  and  arrived  at  a  town  called  Caasawauloughly  7  miles  from 
Ijutoa,   which  we  entered  at  sunset. 

•GroTeland    Ambuscade— This,   one   of   the  most   important   matters   connected    with 

alllTan'a  camiMisn.  has,  for  a  hundred  years,  remained  a  stumbling  block  and  mystery 

»  historians.    This   has   arisen  in  part  from  erroneous  views  as  to  the  location   of 

athtseswarohare  and  the  trails,  but  mainly  from  the  mistaken  idea  that  Boyd's  party 

-as  tha  force  against  which  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  were  originally  directed,  rather 

ban  that  It  waa  a  formidable  attempt  to  ambuscade  the  main  army. 

From  Kenaghsaws  the  trail  led  southwesterly  across  the  low  grounds  following  the 

lae  of   the   present  road   near  the  inlet,  and  crossing  it  at,  or  very  near  the  site  of 

he  present  bridge,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  head  of  the  lake.    North  of 

Lhe  bridge,  the  banks  of  the  inlet  are  low  and  marshy,  in  many  places  impassable  for 

Infantry,   and  at  all  points  impassable  for  artillery  and  pack  horses;  while  south   of 

the  bridge  la  a  wet  swamp  almost  impenetrable  from  the  thick  growth  of  underbrush. 

West  of  the  lake  and  inlet  is  a  steep  hillside,  the  face  of  which,  cut  up  by  numerous 

ravines,  is  so  steep  that  with  considerable  difflculty  an  army  could  march  directly  up 

It  The  trail   after  leaving  the  bridge  probably  continued  southwesterly  up  the  hill 

sMlquely.   nearly  on  the  line  of  the  present  highway  to  the  summit  of  the  bluff,  and 

iWace  turning  northwest  followed  along  the  heads  of  the  ravines  for  a  mile  and  thence 

4inctly  west  to  Gathtsegwarohare.    Directly  west  of  the  bridge,  between  two  very  deep 

riTines.   is  a  space  nearly  half  a  mile  in  width  which  continues  up  the  hill  on  very 

fiTorable  ground  for  the  advance  of  the  army.    It  appears  to  be  the  only  point  where 

tt  coald    advance  in  the  order  of  march  laid  down,   which  would  require  a  space  of 

:«trly  a  half  a  mile  In  width  for  the  several  columns. 

After  the  battle  of  Newtown,  Butler  and  Brant  with  their  demoralized  forces,  sulknly 

mired,  powerless  to  prevent  the  advance  of  the  devastating  army.    Butler  had  reached 

ti«  last  Indian    Tillage  of  Canawaugas,  located  on  the  west  side  of  the  Genesf^f-.  twelve 

a:l#*  north   of   the  Great  Genesee  Castle.    Here  he  received  reinforcements  of  regulars 

from  Niagara,  and  determined  to  make  one  more  effort  against  the  invaders.    Oath*  ring 

all  his  available    forces  of   regulars,   torics   and    Indians,   he  left   Canawaugas  on   the 

aorzirg  of  the   12th  of  September,  and  probably  reached  the  position  on  the  hill  west 

A  Kaoagbsaws.    on   the  evening  of  the  same  day.    Here  they  posted  themselves  north 

;.l  lhe  trail,    at    the   beads  of  the  ravines   about  three-fourths   of  a   mile  west  of   the 

brldfe.  and  a   mile  and  a  half  from  Kanaghsaws.    This  was  a  most  admirable  position 

lor  tr  ambuscade,    and  in  many  essential  particulars  of  topography  and  fart,  bear?  a 

itrtcr  resemblance  to  the  fatal  ground  where  Braddock  so  Inglorlously  sacrificed  bis 

i-TSj:  and   had  Sullivan  advanced  in  the  same  blunderlni;  manner,  he.  too,  inlKbt  have 

i«t  with   an    equally   disastrous   defeat.    The   plan  appears   to  have  been   to  attack   a 

;«n:oa  of  the  amay  after  it  had  crossed  the  bridge,  or  to  ambuscade  the  head  of  the 

:3lnaiii  while    ascending  the  hill;  but  whatever  may  have  been  the  original  design.   It 

»ti  completely   frustrated  by  the  fortunate  movements  of  the  unfortunate  Royd.     It  will 

^*  rfmembered    that   the  army  went  Into  camp  on  the  flats  near  Foot's  Corners,   two 

=nM  north  of  the  village  of  Kanaghsaws.     Boyd  and  his  party  left  camp  at  11  o'clock 

«t  iifht.    passed    through    the   abandoned   Kanaghsaws.   and   from   thenf-e   pursued    the 

iir^rt  trail   which    led  southwesterly  up  the  hill  to  Gathtsegwarohare.    In  the  darkness 

'-f  ih*   night,    he    passed    Butler's   right    flank,    neither   party    being   conscious   of    the 

irHfT.re   of    the     other,    and    reached    Gathtsegwarohare,    which    the    Inhabitants    had 

«t434oned  early   In    the  morning,  without  encountering  any  difflculty.    On  the  morning 

'••-*  Ilfh  Sullivan  advanced  to  Kanaghsaws.  and  flnding  that  the  enemy  bad  destroyed 

•-/bridge  over  the   Inlet,   he  detailed  a  portion  of  the  army  to  aid  the  pioneers  in  its 

^otftructlon    and    to  repair  the  roadway  over  the  low  grounds  leading  to  it.    AW  of 

•■i:»"wM  directir    under   the   eye  of  Butler,  who,   according  to  a  British  arrotint.  *'lay 

=*i'-overed  though    only  »  musket  shot  from  the  rebels,  and  even  within  .sight."    On 

^fhhis  the  town    Boyd  halted  his  forces  at  the  suburb.s.  himself  and  one  of  hl«  men 

^*^nolter«d  the  place,   then  rejoined  the  party  and  concealed  themselves  in  th.'  woods 

''"rtbe  town      Ho  sent  back  two  of  his  men  to  report  to  General  Sullivan,  and  awaltrd 

*'-•  ''rht  of  the   day    wboae  morning  was  Just  breaking.    These  two  Tnen  ^ol  x\iTo\\?,\i 


1...-     -   -yi:  r.-s=:  •.'z-iyrvv. 

^?    :-=-c     iz.i   iicTi  Ui^rry   r*-^^   »-i»  i=i 
.  -  .-    -  .--  *zi    .z*  »i.ifr  »ao=  li^T  iLil  ==rf«r*-i 

:      -  Lj      ^-      :    -.Zjr    TATTT    '.TAl   »Xf    »«Z1    TJ    76-: 5=^3.171 

.-=.-      -.   z'.    M.T  iT^AT-i*  :i'  v=;.n  I  Zr^toz^ed'  were 

■»  :z.   i.  :— -.        i».  1   ra=i*  -»  :u  wao  hmd  ^eti  uitz 
.>j.    z  -T  i::rm»»:.   «■*  *«  -Jj*  tow^  oi  Cr». 

*•  .  .■  *     - -—irf  six  rt;:«»  izd  «-c&=p«!  it 

?     -t. 

■-.-.    .    ---:     Z-J.T  1-1   ■-    *:    .    :    .o<tL  !r---  ■  jia- 
-  .:   ^  ■_     -T    liz::*^!   =■  =   "3   :ort    :j:jzv.i  :z  :rler 


'  »■-•„  ■» ,  -  .-1  ii-.*.z-r  »-xi-ri  --ie  r-i-st  -*»:a?'»'l.  Boyd  then  lane- 
-.    •  ■  .:-.    --:*  :.-?  ::    n--:  :::■:  irzir   --  'J'S  =:Ar:h.  Azd  wh^n  atwul 

.-■-*■  -.■  1  ■*-,  r.-.r*  =:*-  :-  .-::rrr  'J:*  fez-inl  of  iiia  izt-EzUox:  lo  remiin 
4'  1   **t.-,  -.-.*     c:n.i?  cf  :-::  irtrr.    7i»«e  xen  looa  e::">3unwr*d  fl*» 

I   •  •.---'!     *:.*  *-•  -*  ;ar*~   :t-r.   r-*-:=*'l  :1-  =jar:h.   followi^f  acd  flnag 

,.  .^  — .  ;,-i  a--,  .r-d  "•:=:  I..--.:.?-  l::  :ie  ..zfs  oi  the  T:::esiy  Colonf' 
/  ■■■    '  '  -  *r   -.:.    '.  •    :  z:.:  ill   re^r   .=:a^:r'.-2   h-i   was   discovered,  aid  :h»t 

■  .  ■  :.l  -.1-  ■- -.    •-•>.=     L-  was  1:.=:*^.!  ::   =■?  sur^riitd  by  th:^  unexpected 
■•  .*      .'   .  ■■■  ■  "t--    ■■   wr.a-.*^-. rr  ii.i*  at^^A"**!  'o  '.oiflrai  the  conjecture,  tLit 

• '.      .   ■•    -    rtr.'.w-    or   surirr  .■•.■?'l    :-    'ha:   quarter,   br    But:<rr.   or  asy  ^ 
•'■■'•  -i  s.-.ov-r-:d  by  'Zk  *v-  r*'.r«r3:ig  Izdiac*  and  to  ihem  only 

■  ,•  *  .. :.  <i  i  r..*:-*:i  ».iv  tr-T  ator:gi-al  cuncisg,  they  allured  iheir 
/  •  •  ■  ''.  •■.*■  ra'ai  frr-tTk:-:  -f  :h*  ec^my.  who  rame  there  to  »urrrl** 
.•■»■:   .-..'•.'1  r,y  'Ij.    Mj-drr.r.t:  of  a  scout. 

J-.'.,';  '   :-:j"v   ■*?.'■•  'A'T*  a''tir.y  a.*  flaLk«*r5  e^capeil.  five  or  six  ftll  near  the 

■«'.'!  »'.'■    'r.-    army  advai' ed    tbi?  r<>maisder  retreated  a  ahorl  dUuc^e 

.-•.',!  "ft .    wfi#r*  th*-.r  bodi*^!«  were  found  all  near  together,  aod  wher- 

/••■    ♦■  jc    'I  '.-.   'fi*-  .-*-tijrn  rna.'-'.ti  of  ih*-  army  on  the  lf>lh.    Durinie  lae 

.  •   '-.t    I,.  ,!,.i.  .,  jr  iir'l   hj-d  l>»-»r.  i-sTaMishcd  w«»«  of  the  Inlet,  and  Capta::: 

.    i,..r»v    i:v;iir'*\   .::   njakire   th- ir  furv.  y«.    had   advanct-d  some  dliHinr^ 

't.     t.T.'\,'t    1*  i.    :.>,t.  ,t  <  omi'l-Trii  wh*-:.  thr  fufrltive  flanker*  came  ru^hiiiK 

I- ir   -.i'l    ».■,      'I.!!    inrfifa    of   th»-   rri»-niy.     Hand'a   brlRade   Immediately 

•I"    fi'N   •'.  ':.    i#«i-.tji.:    «if'ii|-i»'d  by  the  otiemy  in   the  mornini;.  whtre  h- 

■i      'f   •'■•    «-.'ri.y  ir.   th«-  pfipitlor.  thfy   had  lift  a  few  minutes  pn-vjou* 

I    '    If''    t'f   i'lW.i    ictil   tho   army  had  rrosaed,    and  formed  for  rb* 

''        -"  ■'     ''■'    i"'.if   vill;iii»-  (»f  the  :5orio«"as.  the  wc5it'rn  door  of  xt^ 

■  '   'I    '    •*'■■.    '    n'l.v  II*.  nr:d   t)i.    w».'st   bank   of  the  Gcneseo   rivr.   \z 

'  ■     '    '    '     «  .     •  .    f.  I    ..iji.t..     I'    .Lpin'sii?  DM   Kvans'  map  as  Chor.and.^iD's 

'   ■'■■■■  I    ■        .  ■     l.J  ;i     "I..  ■  .-.-i'lMrah.  and  Is  often  called  Little  Pt-ard  « 

"      '"     ■'.-■ii     .i\         •!>..»  r;i:fU'  nonsi.-trd  of  12^  house's  mostly  :irf" 

I  :■"   I  ii  ■■    ■■■  .      I..  ii:fitul!\    -ifii:ii.iJ.   :  Inio-t    ♦^nrlrcled   with    .1  rlfar-'-d   fill 
1"1  '"I        ..■■i.i.i    -r   n.-:.  ..   whir-    rh-    nuip?   •"xt<»n9ive  fields  of  corr.  w-^r« 

rVi  •  ^     I       'I      ''.■:■• 'ill'     Olif      .1"   '■•    'i^l'.ri  i  vf»«l." 
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Tuesday.  28tb  £2lBt]— Struck  tents  &t  8  o'clock,  marched  at  9,  left  Candaya  or  Apple- 
town  about  two  miles  In  the  rear  and  encamped  in  the  wood,  along  the  east  side  of  the 
Ceneca  Lake,  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Wednesday  22d.— At  6  o'clock  the  Gen'l  beat,  marched  at  8,  halted  and  at  one  o'clock 
about  one  hour  for  refreshments,  and  encamped  at  sunset  along  the  east  side  Ceneca 
Lake. 

Thursday,  23d  Sept.— Marched  at  8  o'clock,  left  French  Catharine,  about  3  miles  in 
the  rear,  and  encamped  at  sunset. 

Friday,  24th.— About  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Gen'l  beat,  marched  at  8  o'clock 
and  arrived  at  the  forks  of  the  Tiyuga  or  Newton.  At  this  place  there  was  a  post 
established  by  order  of  General  Sullivan,  and  provision  for  the  army  at  their  return. 

Saturday,  25th  Sept.— I>aid  still.  An  ox  and  5  gallons  of  rum  was  given  to  the  officers 
of  each  Brigade.  A  fu-de-Joy  was  held  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  of  the  news  of 
Spain  declaring  us  Independent  with  13  rounds  of  Cannon  was  discharged,  followed 
by  two  round  of  musketry  interspersed  with  cannon.  The  evening  was  celebrated  in 
our  camp  with  much  Joy  and  gladness. 

Sunday  26 —Laid  sUll. 

Monday,  27th  Sept.— A  detachment  under  the  command  *  *  *  was  sent  out  and 
returned  at  night. 

Tuesday  28th.— A  detachment  under  the  command  of  Col.  Cortlandt  was  sent  up  the 
Tiyuga  branch  on  purpose  to  destroy  some  corn.  Col.  Butler  with  his  detachment  Joined 
us.    The  invalids  were  sent  to  Tiyuga  in  boats. 

Wednesday,  29th  Sept.— The  Gen'l  beat  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  marched  at  9 
o'clock  and  encamped  in  the  afternoon  three  miles  below  Shemung. 

Thursday  30th.— At  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  marched  oft  and  arrived  at  Tiyuga 
at  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  At  our  arrival  we  were  saluted  with  a  discharge  of  13 
cannon  from  the  Garrison  and  an  elegant  dinner  was  prepared  for  the  officers. 

Friday,  Oct  1,  1779.— Laid  still  at  "Hyuga. 

Saturday  2d.— Laid  still.  Orders  were  given  to  load  the  boat  with  stores,  artillery, 
Ac.,  and  to  demolish  the  fort  the  next  day. 

Sunday,  ye  8d  Oct.— Agreeable  to  the  orders  of  the  preceding  day  the  boats  were 
loaded,  the  fort  demolished  and  everything  got  in  readiness  to  march  the  next  morning. . 

Monday,  4th  Oct.— At  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Gen'l  beat,  struck  our  tents,  the 
army  marched  at  nine  from  Tiyuga.  The  boats  with  the  stores,  artillery  and  sick  set 
oft  at  the  same  time,  and  encamped  at  evening  at  Wysaukin  creek. 

Tuesday,  the  5th  Oct.— The  main  part  of  the  army  embarked  on  board  the  boats,  the 
rest  were  mounted  on  horses,  left  Wysaukin  about  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  arrived 
at  Vanderlip's  farm,  and  stayed  at  night. 

Wednesday  ye  6th  Oct— At  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  set  off  and  arrived  at  sunset  at 
Lechawauny  about  10  miles  from  Weyoming. 

Thursday,  7th  Oct— At  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  left  Lechawauny  and  arrived  at 
Weyoming  about  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Friday,  Oct.  ye  8th.— Laid  still. 

Saturday,  ye  9th.— Remained  at  Weyoming,  but  received  orders  to  march  at  6  o'clock 
the  next  morning. 

Sunday,  Oct  10th.— At  6  o'clock  the  next  morning  were  ordered  to  march,  but  on 
account  of  our  pack  horses  being  strayed  we  did  not  march  till  2  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  we  left  Weyoming  and  arrived  at  Bullock's  at  dark. 

Monday,  11th  Oct— At  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  decamped  from  Bullock's  and  en- 
camped about  two  miles  through  the  Shades  of  Death. 

Tuesday,  12th  Oct— At  6  in  the  morning  proceeded  on  our  march.  The  after  part  of 
the  day  rainy  and  windy  weather,  we  arrived  at  White  Oak  Run  at  evening  and  en- 
camped. 

Wednesday  13th.— Decamped  from  White  Oak  Run  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  and 
arrived  at  Brinker's  Mills  and  encamped. 

Thursday  14th.— Decamped  from  Brinker's  Mills,  marched  from  thence,  and  arrived 
within  11  miles  from  Easton  and  encamped  on  the  side  of  the  road  in  a  wood. 

Friday,  15th  Oct.— Decamped  at  7  o'clock,  marched  for  Easton  and  arrived  there  about 
2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Saturday  18th.— Laid  still. 

Sunday  17th.— Laid  still. 

Monday,  18th  Oct— Capt.  Bevler  and  myself  set  out  from  Easton  at  11  o'clock  for 
Marbletown.  traveled  about  twenty  miles  and  put  up  at  the  Widow  Sweezer's. 

16 
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rf>f«r  ntA.^^M  ^ot  fr««  3(««titirs  at  %  o'c:oek  te  tk»  ■nrilag  ani  vrfvil «  :ite 

^^M  utA  tlUM  ihMt  Afftkt. 
fkiiUtflAir,  224  0».t.— At  tbr««  o'tloek  te  Cfe*  aftcnoas  act  oat  aid  airflrti  feMc  tte 

MMM  fttCfct. 

fftm  flM  2M  r>^,  1771.  I  mnaJiMd  booM  tfU  tba  Mk  af  Dae,  vtea  I  att  tat  » 
)Ma  tiM  Hftrt.  wbi<^b  I  414  00  tba  litb,  aa4  fon4  tkaa  Mplajt*  la  MDOac  Mi 
Utf  w\t»%fif  fpiMfi^TB,  ab^mt  S  mflca  from  Morriatavii. 

^Tfe«  flaf44mb«fi1i  i^yarnaJ  b«n»  <rloaca.  Tbe  Nnkcrck  Jovraal  coatfaaca  the  UMry 
lif  ihm  r*ff)fffMmt  fw  ib«  y^ar  17«1  a]i4  oiitfl  tbe  flva  rcclmaBta  am  eaaaalMaici  actr 
flMi  *U0n*  td  tbat  rMrJ—Frma  8mtUvan*$  BspeHtUm. 


[So.  2502.] 
(UiUm^l  Barher^s  Description  of  the  Battle, 

Newtown  30th  Aagust  '79. 

HIr,    I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  army  under 
(><*ii(*ral  Hull! van  gained  a  very  important  &  complete  victory 
oVfT  tin*  warriorH  of  the  Ave  nations  &  their  allies,  to  wit,  five 
roiii|mnirH  <if  ran>r<*rH  commanded  separately  by  Colo.  Battler, 
liiH  Hon  rnpl.  Hutth»r,  rapt.  McDonald,  Brant  &c  &c.    The  enemy 
IukI  rrrctrd  an  i^xtensive  work  on  a  very  advantageous  ground 
nlmut  a  niilo  Inflow  this  town  &  waited  eight  days  for  our  ar- 
rival.   Tht»  work,  though  in  the  woods  &  artfully  concealed,  was 
tlimMivrnMl  lu'foro  a  shot  was  tired.    After  the  General  had  suffi- 
t  initlx    ntonnoitrtMl  (luMr  lines  iK:  gained    some    conception  of 
ilit'ir  immhrrs,  uiatlo  the  necessary  disposition.     Generals  Clin- 
ton iS:   Poor  with  their  brigades  were  ordered  to  fall  upon  the 
ciuMu\*s  h'ft  think  \'  rear.    The  i\iy"JJ^  river  secured  their  right. 
\\\u\\  it  was  suppostMl  iheso  two  !»rigades  had  obtained  their 
Nt.iuons.  ordtMs  wt^ro  issued  for  the  attack  in  front.    The  attack 
\^as  aiuuMutit^t  l»\  \]w  playinj:  of  artilU^ry.     A  few  minuter  gave 
1»  complete  possession    of    their  works    in    front,  which    they 


abandoned  after  a  very  insignificant  opposition.  The  attack  in 
front  was  something  too  early,  for  Generals  Clinton  &  Poor  bad 
not  gained  their  positions  before  the  enemy  had  began  their 
precipitate  retreat.  General  Poor  was  warmly  engaged  on  their 
flank  where  the  made  the  greatest  resistance.  The  enemy  left 
eleven  dead  on  the  field  &  no  prisoners  were  taken.  The  dead 
are  Indians,  the  capt'd  are  one  a  white  man,  the  other  a 
negro.    Our  loss  is  three  killed  &  thirty  nine  wounded. 

This  part  of  their  country  is  populous.  I  mean,  has  numerous 
small  houses  &  full  of  fine  corn  fields.  I  suppose  at  this  town 
&  its  Ticinities  there  are  two  hundred  acres  of  com  &  beans. 

I  beg  your  Excellency's  care  of  the  enclosed  letter  for  Mrs. 
Barber. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  your  most  obedient  & 

very  humble  servant 

T.  Barber. 
Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2503.] 

General  Heath  Brings  the  Westchester  Depredations  to  Washington's 

Notice, 

Mandevilles  Aug't  30th  1779. 

Mr.  Hogeland  the  Adjutant  of  Col.  Shelclon's  Regiment  has 
jnst  acquainted  me  that  on  his  way  from  the  Regiment  hither, 
he  was  informed  that  a  party  of  men  had  a  few  days  since  been 
down  towards  New  Rochelle  and  East  Chester  and  driven  off 
from  the  Inhabitants  near  one  hundred  head  of  cattle,  which 
they  intended  to  sell  at  vendue  this  day  at  Crompond. 

Mr.  Hogeland  says  these  men  are  refugees  from  Tarry  Town 
and  Bing-sing.  and  assert  that  they  have  been  robbed  of  their 
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property  and  driven  from  their  habitations  by  the  enemj  and 
Tories,  that  they  have  a  right  to  make  reprisals  on  snch  as  th%j 
know  to  be  di8atTected.  I  cannot  learn  that  they  are  commanded 
by  any  particular  officer.  Although  I  apprehend  that  this  mat- 
ter properly  belongs  to  the  authority  of  the  state,  as  the 
plunderers  and  plundered  are  its  inhabitants;  yet  as  such  prac- 
tices are  pregnant  with  mischiefs,  and  will  be  productive  of 
many  inconsequences,  unless  under  the  controul  and  direction  of 
authority,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  this  representation 
to  your  P^xcellency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

W.  Heath. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

[Copy.] 


[No.  2504.] 
Colonel  Paicling  Fails  to  Form  a  Junction  with  General  Clinton. 

Pokeepsie  31  Aug't  1779. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  honored  with  your  Excellency's  Letters  of 
the  26th  &  28th  Inst.  I  mean  to  set  for  Kingston  tomorrow 
where  the  I-egislature  is  convened  and  I  will  take  the  earliest 
Opportunity  of  laying  before  them  your  Excellency's  Letter  & 
Inclosures  on  the  Subject  of  obtaining  Supplies  for  the  army  and 
urge  their  immediate  attention  to  this  important  Business. 

With  n»8pect  to  the  Officers  belonging  to  this  State  who  are 
returned,  as  hav'g  violated  their  Paroles  I  shall  immediately 
summon  them  to  attend  the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners 
&  retjuire  them  to  follow  bis  Directions. 

■•  LetttT  I  have  this  moment  recM  from  Colo.  Barber  dated 
I  the  XOth  Inst.   I  am  surprized  to  And  that  Lt.  Colo. 
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Pawling  with  the  Leviefl  of  this  State  had  not  Join'd  GenL 
Clinton  at  Anaqoago,  tho'  he  had  waited  two  Days  for  him  at 
that  Place.  By  a  Letter  Qenl.  Sullivan*  had  rec'd  from  him  he 
was  at  Owego  40  miles  beyond  it  the  Evening  of  the  19th.    As 

*?rom  He«id-QiiArter%  We^t  Point,  15  August,  1779,  General  Washington  had  written 
to  the  Presid«nt  of  Congreaa: 

In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Ehccellency  the  6th  instant 
I  promised  a  state  of  facts  to  shew  that  every  thing  In  my  power  has  heen  done  to 
fiTe  success  to  the  Western  expedition.  I  am  sorry  to  find  In  the  appeal  which  General 
SoHlTan  has  made  to  Congress  that  he  has  misstated  several  particulars  of  Importance, 
tnd  that  In  proTldlng  for  his  own  justification  In  case  of  misfortune,  he  has  left  the 
mitter  upon  such  a  footing  as  to  place  me  In  a  delicate  situation.  In  Justice  to  myself 
I  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  different  parts  of  his  letter. 

He  says  In  the  first  place  "that  the  plan  for  carnrlng  on  the  expedition  was  not 
agreetble  to  his  mind,  nor  were  the  numher  of  Men  for  It  sufficient  In  his  opinion  to 
icsure  success. " 

The  plan  he  proposed  was  to  have  two  bodies,  each  superior  to  the  whole  force  of 
the  enemy,  to  operate  both  on  the  Mohawk  River,  and  by  way  of  the  Sus- 
qaehsnnah — This  Plan  might  have  been  desirable  If  the  number  of  our  troops, 
ibe  state  of  our  finances,  and  of  supplies  had  permitted  its  execution,  but  It 
vu  impracticable  on  all  these  accounts.  The  force  actually  detached  left  the  Army 
io  veak  that  I  am  persuaded  every  officer  of  reflection  In  it,  who  knew  our  true  cir- 
camstances  was  uneasy  for  the  consequences;  and  if  a  larger  force  had  gone,  we  should 
baTe  been  absolutely  at  the  discretion  of  the  enemy.  This  will  Immediately  appear 
from  a  recurrence  to  the  Returns  of  the  Army  at  that  time.  Should  we  have  en- 
deavored to  make  up  the  deficiency  from  the  Militia,  our  experience  of  the  success 
of  the  applications  which  were  made  will  convince  us  that  the  attempt  would  have 
been  fruitless;  to  say  nothing  of  the  injury  to  agriculture  which  would  have  resulted 
!rom  calling  out  so  large  a  body  of  Militia.  But  if  the  men  could  have  been  procured 
ve  should  have  failed  in  supplies.  This  is  evident  from  what  has  happened.  If  we 
iiave  met  with  so  many  difficulties,  disappointments,  and  delays  in  providing  for  the 
pf^'tent  force,  how  would  It  have  been  possible  to  have  provided  for  double  the  numherf 

But  though,  if  our  resources  had  permitted,  It  might  have  been  convenient  to  have 
bad  two  bodies,  each  superior  to  the  enemy's  whole  foroe  to  operate  in  different  direc- 
uou  (or  the  sake  of  dispatch,  yet  this  does  not  appear  to  me,  on  military  principles,  to 
bare  been  necessary  to  Insure  success:  For,  as  the  object  was  only  the  destruction 
?f  some  Indian  Settlements,  all  that  could  be  requisite  to  its  execution  was  to  be 
khle  to  march  through  them,  and  this  purpose  was  assured  if  there  was  at  one  capital 
point  a  force  sufficient  to  beat  their  collective  force. 

General  Sullivan  seemed  to  prefer  the  carrying  on  the  principal  operation  by  the 
Mohawk  River.  My  reasons  for  preferring  the  other  route  are  contained  in  the  letter 
No.  3  to  General  Schuyler.  General  Schuyler  was  originally  of  the  same  opinion,  as 
appears  by  his  letters  No.  1  and  2.  but  he  changed  It  upon  hearing  the  reasons  in 
favor  of  the  plan  which  has  been  adopted,  as  he  acknowledges  In  his  letter  No.  4 ;  where 
be  sl«o  suggests  an  additional  motive,  the  want  of  Provisions.  General  Sullivan 
'elioquishes  the  former  plan  himself  on  this  principle,  nor  did  the  deficiency  arise 
'.Tom  the  want  of  previous  dispositions,  but  from  the  difficulties  in  procuring  supplies. 
It  was  my  own  Idea  at  first,  as  will  be  seen  by  several  letters  herewith,  to  carry  on 
'be  principal  operation  by  the  Mohawk,  and  directions  were  given  very  early  to  form 
Magazines  for  this  purpose  which  It  seems  could  not  be  executed.  But  if  this  obstacle 
bad  not  existed,  the  reasons  for  penetrating  by  way  of  Susquehannah  were  then,  and 
'Ml  are  in  my  opinion,  conclusive.  The  information  on  which  the  facts  stated  in  my 
'^iter  to  General  Schuyler,  were  founded  is,  principally  contained  in  the  summary  No. 
>^  Packet  No.  7.    The  experiment  hitherto  hath  confirmed  its  truth. 

Geoeral  Sullivan  says  that  his  letters  to  me  produced  no  other  eVect  than  to  change 
'be  route  of  Clinton's  detachment.  There  are  only  four  points  on  which  his  letters 
'arn.  One  is  the  having  two  bodies  of  superior  force  to  the  whole  strength  of  the 
Eoemy  to  operate  difrerent  ways.— I  have  assigned  reasons  to  shew  that  a.  com\>\\«L\ic^ 
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Colo.  Pawling  commenced  his  march  in  Season  to  join  Genl. 
Clinton  on  the  17th  at  farthest,  which  was  the  Time  he  computed 
he  would  be  able  to  reach  Anaquago,  I  cannot  account  for  this 
Failure,  otherways  that  [than]  by  attributing  it  to  the  Delays 

with  this  was  impracticable,  and  General  Sullivan's  own  conceMlon  on  ths  score  of 
provisions  ia  an  admission  of  its  impracticability. 

Another  is,  the  force  necessary  to  compose  the  main  body.—Tbis  be  catimatea  at 
three  thousand— It  will  be  seen  by  my  letter  No.  3,  Packet  1st,  that  my  opinloD  long 
before  corresponded  with  his  idea;  and  the  calculations  made  at  the  time,  of  the 
Coxps  intended  for  the  service,  including  the  aid  solicited  from  PennsylTanIa,  induced 
me  to  believe  General  Sullivan's  force  would  have  amounted  to  about  this  number. 
The  situation  of  our  troops  continually  mouldering  in  a  variety  of  waya— the  dis- 
appointment in  the  expected  reinforcement  from  Pennsylvania,  and  the  unlooked  for 
demands  from  a  want  of  hands  in  the  Quarter  Master's  department  have  occasioned 
his  force  to  be  considerably  less  than  was  intended,  or  could  have  been  foreseen: 
That  he  has  not  been  gratified  in  this  respect  was  not  for  want  of  my  wishes  or 
endeavors,  and  is  as  great  a  disappointment  to  me  as  him.  He  acknowledges  that 
more  Continental  troops  could  cot  be  spared— the  Militia  applied  for  were  cot 
furnished. 

The  next  point  is— a  change  in  the  route  of  the  Troops  under  General  Clinton.  This 
he  confesses  happened  as  he  desired;  yet  it  would  hare  been  much  against  my  Judg- 
ment had  his  maic  body  been  so  large  as  it  was  intended  to  be.  I  fear  too,  as  matters 
have  turned  out.  the  most  critical  part  of  the  expedition  will  be  the  Junction  of  these 
two  Corps.  But  It  appears  to  me  cow  from  GenL  Sullivan's  representation  that  be 
could  not  avoid  giving  the  order  to  Clinton  to  march  with  a  full  supply  of  provisions. 

The  last  point  is— a  change  of  the  Corps  originally  destined  for  the  Expedition.  In 
this  also  he  was  icdulged.  The  precise  Corps  he  requested  are  with  him;  though  I 
was  cot  satisfied  of  the  validity  of  his  reason  for  desiring  a  change,  as  I  believe  verr 
few  more  of  the  troops  now  with  him  have  been  accustomed  to  the  Indian  mode  of 
flfchting  than  of  those  who  were  first  intended.  I  had  two  motives  for  fixing  on  the 
recr.sylvacu  troops:  one  was,  that  I  should  have  been  happy  an  oflScer  of  G«^ceril 
St.  i'lair's  abilities  had  been  second  in  command  to  take  the  direction  in  case  of 
aoiidttr.ts  to  the  first:  General  Sullivan  by  this  change  reduced  hia  numbers  four  hoc- 
dred  men,  whUh  could  cot  be  replaced  without  breaking  in  upon  other  Corps.  Oc 
the  part  of  G<al.  Sullivac's  letter  which  related  to  the  Quarter  Master  and  Commis- 
saries' department  I  shall  only  observe  that  there  have  no  doubt  been  very  grest 
delays— whither  these  have  procctded  in  part  from  a  want  of  exertion,  or  wholly  from 
the  u:iavoidabIe  imptdimects  which  the  unhappy  state  of  our  currency  opposes  at 
every  sttp.  I  hare  not  suffloiect  icformatioc  to  dt-termine:  but  from  the  approved 
capa«.-ity.  atttction.  and  a^iduity  with  which  the  operations  of  these  departmects  are 
conducted  I  am  Inclined  to  make  every  altowance.  acd  to  Impute  our  disappoictm^nti 
to  the  embarrassments  of  the  times,  and  cot  to  ceslect.  Genl.  Sullivan's  well  known 
acti\tty  will  not  permit  me  to  think  he  has  cot  done  every  thicg  In  his  power  tc 
forward  the  preparations:  but  however  the  delays  cnay  have  happened  I  flatter  myself 
no  part  of  the  blame  can  fall  upon  me.  The  papers  contained  la  packet  No.  Z  will 
shew  that  the  E:ev*es*ary  orders  were  civ-.n  by  me.  and  that  I  was  encouraged  to 
itipeeC  their  timely  accomplishment.  B*'#ides  what  is  upon  record,  my  prr^slnc  acd 
repeated  entreaties  were  employed  with  tbe  Quarter  Master  and  Commissary  Gereral 
iB  personal  confervcces.  My  attention  wa«  s«.^  much  direct-ed  to  this  Expedition  that  I 
■•speeded  at  a  v^ry  critioal  p^'-.oJ  ibe  r^v^'i^ary  preparations  for  the  maic  Army,  to 
give  the  |trrat«rr  M*or  ard  eP:3:y  to  :bo«e  for  ttat  cbj'^ct.— To  this  effect  were  my 
Ustrut-tloL's  to  tb-r  Quart',  r  Ma»;r?r  0*-jtra!  wt-er.  »■»  tal  rte  strongest  Icdu- en;<cr.rs  t»-^ 
pttt  our«eIves  In  a  r:o *■-•■«  pv*'.ur»' 

Ceneral   Sulllvar    tn    t^^•   r;\t   r'.i.n-    mv<        l:a\i  =  c   bn-.n    taught   by  repeatid   Jifap- 
BOintmects  to  be  --auCA^u*     [  car'y   c-«.v.'    j-'*-.-t«  to  Ov-::!     CLictcc   to  supply  hit   Trwpt 
^bree  month-ji    r-o*S!o*  «.   j- !  mrv:-:  O.*  Tr'.:or  Clinr-rn  for  his  assistace  In  April 
•^  has  be*"?:  done  a    1  *.!'.■>-   jirv  *urv'>'i    " 

%ere  heid  up  t*  rva"y   -\:ri-»- •■::  iry.     My  ;-»:ter  to  General  Schuyler  No    I 
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he  must  have  met  with  in  crossing  the  intermediate  River  which 
by  the  violent  Rains  that  have  lately  fallen,  I  am  induced  to 
believe  were  almost  rendered  impassable  except  by  Raftft.  This 
while  it  has  retarded  Colo.  Pawling  in  his  March  has  greatly 

will  shew  that  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  December  Magazines  were  ordered  to  be 
formed  in  that  Quarter  for  10,000  men  with  a  view  to  an  expedition  to  Niagara— By  the 
subsequent  letters  to  him  No.  2  ft  3  these  were  partly  discontinued  and  limited  to  the 
Plan  of  an  Indian  Expedition,  the  extent  of  which  was  to  be  governed  by  his  judgment 
of  the  force  necessary.  This  being  3000  men,  the  preparations  were  of  course  for  that 
number.  Schenectady  was  afterwards  made  the  depository  by  Genl.  Clinton,  as  appears 
by  his  letter  No.  5— in  answer  to  mine  No.  4.  From  th«  whole  tenor  of  the  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject.  Congress  will  clearly  perceive,  that  tbe  Magazines  which 
Genl.  Sullivan  ascribes  to  his  care  and  caution  were  formed  in  consequence  of  orders 
given  several  months  before  he  was  nominated  to  the  command,  which  did  not  take  place 
till  the  6th  of  March,  by  letter;  and  that  they  would  have  been  equal  to  the  supply 
of  3C00  men  had  not  the  resources  of  the  country  fallen  short. 

General  Sullivan  states  his  force  at  2312  rank  and  file,  which  by  a  variety  of  reduc- 
tions he  afterwards  reduced  to  938  which  he  holds  up  as  his  combatting  force. 

I  should  be  unwilling  to  overrate  the  means  of  any  officer,  or  to  create  a  greater 
responsibility  than  is  just— But  at  the  same  time  I  think  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  the 
public  and  myself  to  place  a  matter  of  this  kind  in  a  true  point  of  light  If  almost 
the  whole  of  the  2,800  men  are  not  effectually  serviceable  In  action,  it  must  be  Genl. 
Sullivan's  own  fault— nearly  all  the  men  he  speaks  of,  as  Pack  Horsemen,  Bat  Horse- 
men, &c.,  ftc.  may  be  to  the  full  as  useful  as  any  others.  The  number  he  mentions  is 
only  necessary  for  the  sake  of  dispatch  on  a  march;  in  time  of  action  the  horses  and 
cattle  may  be  committed  to  the  care  of  a  very  few,  and  the  rest  may  be  at  liberty  to 
act  as  occasion  requires.  Should  he  even  be  attacked  on  a  march  those  animals  may 
be  made  a  shelter,  rather  than  an  incumbrance— If  the  operations  he  is  to  be  con- 
cerned in  were  the  regular  ones  of  the  field,  his  cfllculation  would  be  better  founded; 
but  in  tbe  loose  irregular  war  he  is  to  carry  on.  It  will  naturally  lead  to  error  and 
misconception.  General  Sullivan  makes  no  account  of  his  Drummers  and  Flfers,  and 
other  appendages  of  an  army  who  do  not  compose  the  fighting  part  of  it— I  have  too 
good  an  opinion  of  his  Judgment  not  to  believe  he  would  find  very  useful  employment 
for  them.  These  and  the  few  drivers  and  pack  horsemen  whom  he  acknowledges  to 
have,  will  be  nearly  if  not  quite  sufficient  with  a  small  guard  to  take  care  of  his 
horses  and  cattle  in  time  of  action.  But  as  I  before  observed,  his  real  force  will  be 
leas  than  it  ought  to  be,  to  put  him  out  of  the  reach  of  contingencies;  but  I  hope  with 
prudent  management  It  will  still  suffice.  The  estimate  made  by  Genl.  Schuyler  of  the 
enemy's  force  from  every  subsequent  information  was  not  too  low;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  the  want  of  provisions  will  prevent  its  being  exerted  in  a  vigorous  and  formid- 
able opposition.  My  chief  solicitude  is  for  Genl.  Clinton,  if  he  effects  the  meditated 
Junction  there  will  in  my  opinion  be  nothing  to  fear  afterwards.*  Notwithstanding 
what  may  be  said  of  the  expertness  of  Indians  in  the  woods,  I  am  strongly  persuaded 
our  troops  will  always  be  an  overmatch  for  them  with  equal  numbers,  except  in  case 
of  surprise  or  ambuscade,  which  it  is  at  our  own  option  to  avoid. 

General  Sullivan  also  makes  the  application  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  a  con- 
Bequcnce  of  his  letters.  My  letter  No.  1  to  his  E3xcellency  the  President  will  shew  that 
this  was  a  part  of  the  plan  before  General  Sullivan  was  nominated  to  tbe  command: 
and  my  subsequent  letters  will  shew  that  I  pressed  a  compliance  in  the  strongest  and 
most  pointed  manner. 

He  mentions  among  other  things  that  "  one  third  of  his  Men  are  without  a  shirt  to 
their  backs."  The  letters  No.  1  to  6  Packet  6th  will  make  it  appear  that  I  took  every 
step  In  my  power  to  afford  a  competent  supply,  and  I  have  the  greatest  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Troops  with  him  had  more  than  a  proportion  to  the  general  wants 
and  liupplies  of  the  Army. 

The  Packet  No.  6  contains  my  Instructions  from  time  to  time  to  Genl.  Sullivan,  No.  7 


*Clinton  joined  Sullivan  at  Tioga  on  August  22d. 
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facilitated  Genl.  Clinton's  moyements,  &  I  soppose  has  enabled 
him  to  arrive  at  the  place  intended  for  the  Janction  sooner  than 
he  expected.  The  militia  that  accompanied  Colo.  Pawling  in 
order  to  bring  back  the  Horses  -he  had  taken  with  him  &c  are 
not  yet  returned,  from  whence  it  is  to  be  concluded  that  they 
have  proceeded  to  Tioga,  for  if  they  had  went  no  farther  than 
was  first  intended  they  must  have  been  Home  at  least  six  Davft 
ago. 

I  inclose  your  Excellency  the  last  Return  made  by  Colo.  Pawl- 
ing &  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Washington.] 

the  intelligence  received  from  first  to  last,  and  No.  8  sundry  papers  relatlTe  to  tbf 
expedition  which  do  not  immediately  affect  the  subjects  of  the  present  letter,  but  all 
which  may  serve  to  shew  that  I  have  paid  all  the  attention  in  my  power  to  this  ini' 
portant  object,  and  made  use  of  every  precaution  for  its  success.  I  hope  the  eTent 
may  answer  our  wishes;  but  if  it  should  not.  my  anxiety  to  stand  Justified  in  th« 
opinion  of  Congress  has  induced  me  to  give  them  the  trouble  of  this  lengthy  com- 
munication—I most  sincerely  thank  them  for  the  opportunity  they  have  afforded  m* 
of  entering  into  this  explanation  by  the  transmission  of  General  Sullivan's  letter,  an^ 
I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  a  similar  indulgence  upon  every  occasion  of  the  same  tort 

I  beg  leave  to  conclude  with  one  observation.  It  may  possibly  hereafter  be  said  ths; 
the  expedition  ought  not  to  have  been  undertaken  unless  the  means  were  fulljr  ade- 
quate, or  that  the  consequences  of  a  defeat  ought  not  to  have  been  hasarded  wbex 
they  were  found  to  be  otherwise— The  motives  to  the  undertaking,  besides  the  res 
importance  of  rescuing  the  frontier  from  the  alarms,  ravages,  and  distresses  to  whld 
it  was  exposed  and  which  in  all  probability  have  redoubled  this  year.— were  the  Ic 
creasing  clamors  of  the  country,  and  the  repeated  applications  of  the  States  Im 
mediately  concerned,  supported  by  frequent  references  and  indications  of  the  pleasar 
of  Congress.  The  combined  force  of  these  motives  appeared  to  me  to  leave  n 
alternative. 

The  means  proposed  to  be  employed  were  fully  sufficient;  the  dlsappointmenu  w 
have  met  with,  such  as  could  not  have  been  foreseen  as  we  have  no  right  to  expect- 
so  far  as  the  business  did  not  depend  on  me  I  bad  the  strongest  assurances  from  thoa 
who  were  concerned,  and  who  were  to  be  supposed  the  proper  Judges  that  my  ei 
pectations  would  be  fulfilled. 

After  such  extensive  preparations  has  been  made— so  much  expence  incurred.— tt 
attention  and  hopes  of  the 'pub  lie,— the  apprehensions  of  the  enemy  excltCed]— {theii 
force  augmented— their  resentments  infla[med]— to  recede,  and  leave  the  frontier  a  pre 
[to]  their  depredations  would  be  in  every  view  impolitic,  when  there  is  still  a  goo 
protpect  of  success.  To  avoid  possible  misfortunes  we  must  in  this  case  submit  t 
many  certain  evils — of  the  most  serious  nature,  too  obvious  to  require  enumeratioi 
•    •    •    I  have  the  honor,  Ac. 
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[No.  250«.] 
Htephm  Ward  Brimg$  8ervm%  Chargn  ofotiiff  Gnat  omi  Jfcsriei. 

Dotchess  Co*j  Augost  31st  1779. 

8ir,  fkfmetime  past  James  Grant  ^a  British  Officer)  had  your 
Ezcelleiicj*s  Permission  to  proceed  X.  York,  and  took  with  him 
a  very  fine  Horse,  which  he  did  not  bring  back;  there  is,  there- 
fore, a  Saspicion  he  conyej'd  him  to  onr  Enemies,  and  since 
his  Return  he  and  Thomas  Menzies,  (who  I  understand  are  both 
on  Parole)  with  the  Disaffected  in  this  Neighbourhood,  have  fre- 
quently had  Private  Meetings,  which  I  cannot  but  suppose  has 
been  productive  of  the  following  Consequences,  that  John  Kane 
and  a  Number  of  Others  some  of  whom  were  heretofore  esteemd 
useful  Subjects,  have  within  a  few  Days  past,  gone  off  and  joind 
our  Enemies,  and  I  conclude  were  deluded  away  by  the  above 
two  Persons.  There  is  also  great  Reason  to  believe  they  are 
now  collecting  another  Gang  to  send  away,  The  Disaffected 
of  West  Chester  County  being  frequently  at  Grant's  House,  and 
1  am  credibly  informd,  Grant  himself  has  been  lately  seen  at 
Hedford,  which  makes  it  highly  Probable  he  holds  a  constant 
<  'orrospondence  with  our  Enemies. 

Another  Corroborating  Circunist.ince  will  tend  to  convince 
your  Excellency  my  Suspicions  are  not  groundless,  as  a  Man 
HuppoH'd  to  he  a  British  Officer  in  Disguise  was  seen  conceald 
in  f f Hint's  woods  near  his  dwelling  House,  but  a  Day  or  two 
lH»f()n»  Kane  and  his  Company  went  off. 

1  would  not  wish  to  Dictate  your  Excellency,  but  should  be 
cxr«(.«liii>:lv  ^Ijhl  if  yon  conhl  consistently  send  them  to  where 

»v  hnlfl  tlhinst'Ivcs  Sn!>jcrts,  as  the  <'onsequence8  of  their  re 
IK  \\vvv  iiinst  cviih-ntly  tend  to  the  Distress  of  the  Coun 
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try,  and  the  strengtbening  the  Hands  of  our  Enemies.     I  am^ 

Sir,  with  due  Respect  Your  Excellencies  most  Ob't  Serv't 

Stephen  Ward. 
His  Excellency  Governor  George  Clinton. 


[No.  2507.] 

John  Jay  Requested  to  Withhold  His  Resignation  for  a  Time. 

Kingston,  1st  September  1779. 

D'r  Sir,  I  have  been  favoured  with  your  oblidging  Letter  of 
the  18th  Ultimo  with  its  enclosures.  I  immediately  forwarded 
the  Letters  for  your  Brother  &  the  Chancellor.  Mr.  Duane  is 
arrived  &  is  now  at  this  place  at  the  Instance  of  the  Legislature 
to  give  them  Information  respecting  the  Situation  of  our  Public 
afifairs,  particularly  the  Vermont  Business.  Mr.  Morris  has  not 
yet  appeared  nor  have  I  heard  of  his  being  on  his  Way  hither. 
1  have  had  some  Conversation  on  the  Subject  of  your  Letter  to 
the  Chancellor;  it  is  our  Joint  Opinion  that  it  is  best  to  defer 
delivering  in  your  Resignation,  at  least  for  a  Time,  especially 
as  the  Legislature  have  continued  your  Seat  in  Congress  till 
the  15  October  &  in  the  intermediate  Time  something  may  Turn 
up  which  perhaps  might  induce  you  to  belive  your  Resignation 
woud  not  be  so  proper.  Mr.  Livingston  will  write  you  more 
fully  on  this  Subject.  The  Bearer,  Mr.  Phelps,  from  Cumber- 
land County  waiting  for  my  Dispatches  only  oblidges  me  to 
conclude.     I  am,  D'r  Sir,  with  great  Regard  your  Sincerely 

[G.  C] 
[To  Mr.  Jay.] 

I  forgot  to  acknowledge  the  Rec't  of  your  former  Letter  with 

the  German  News  Papers.     I  believe  a  Circulation  of  them  in 

this  State  might  be  serviceable  &  1  will  endeavour  to  get  the 

Legislature  to  provide  for  the  Expence. 
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[No.  2508.] 
Colonel  PaicUng'8  Reasons  for  His  Failure  to  Join  OenenU  ClinUm. 

Kingston  Ist  Sep'r  1779. 

D-r  Sir,  Since  I  had  tlie  Honor  of  writing  to  your  Excellency 
on  the  3l8t  ulto.  Lieut.  Colo.  Pawling  with  his  Detachm't  has 
returned,  not  hav'g  been  able  to  form  a  Junction  with  my 
Brother  at  the  Time  &  Place  appointed,  owing  to  the  Reasons 
suggested  in  my  last  Letter,  and  the  State  of  his  Provision  and 
other  Causes,  which  he  will  personally  explain  to  your  Excel- 
lency, rendered  it  imprudent  to  proced  with  his  Party  farther 
into  the  Country.  I  am  extremely  mortified  at  this  Disap- 
pointm't,  as  from  the  Precautions  I  had  taken  &  the  Orders 
given  (which  Colo.  Pawling  will  shew  you)  I  had  Reason  to  hope 
that  their  Junction  wo'd  have  been  formed  without  DiflQculty  & 
with  Precision  as  to  Point  of  Time.  However,  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded Colo.  Pawling  has  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  on  this 
Occasion,  &  is  by  no  means  to  blame,  &  I  wo'd  fain  hope  at  the 
same  Time,  that  considering  the  Force  Genl.  Sullivan  has  with 
him,  the  advanced  Season  of  the  year,  and  the  arrival  of  a  Rein- 
forcem't  at  New  York,  that  Colo.  Pawling's  Return  will  not  in 
itself  be  a  disagreable  Circumstance,  as  if  necessary  he  will 
be  able  (leav'g  some  Guards  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  Frontier 
inhabit auts)  to  join  your  Excellency  with  about  200  men  in- 
clud'g  Capt.  Hallett's  C'ominand. 

Previous  to  the  Receipt  of  your  P^xcellency's  Letter  of  the  31" 
Complaints  had  been  niadt*  of  the  Behavior  of  the  Refugees 
at  Tarry  Town  an<l  1  had  given  iliem  Orders  to  return  the  Cattle 
they  had  taken  to  the  owners  and  forbid  similar  Practices  in 
future. 
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Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  22d  May  last  respect'g  the 

Cloathing  Departm't  was  laid  before  the  Legislature  at  the 

opening  of  their  present  Session,  and  the  Business  recommended 

to  their  early  Consideration.    Your  Letter  of  the  26"  ulto.  on 

the  same  Subject  this  moment  rec'd  shall  be  also  laid  before 

them.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Washington.] 


[No.  2509.] 
Westchester  Inhabitants  Petition  for  Relief  Against  Plunderers. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Govenor  &  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Forces  of  the  State  of  New  York  &c. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Sundry  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
County  of  Westchester  Humbly  Sheweth, 

Whereas  your  Excellency,  or  some  one  under  the  same  au- 
thority did  direct  and  order,  that  as  the  Inhabitants  (whose  Mis- 
fortune it  were  to  be  placed  near  the  line  of  the  Enemy)  had 
large  Stocks  of  Cattle  and  Horses,  the  same  shoud  be  drove  back 
in  the  Country  to  which  Order  your  Petitioners  have  never  Ob- 
jected. It  is  your  Petitions  unfortunate  Case,  to  be  placed  and 
our  Estates  are  at  present  between  the  lines  where  your  Peti- 
tioners with  our  little  Stock  (your  Excellency  is  pleased  of  your 
goodness  to  bestow  ns)  cond  subsist  and  ktn^p  our  families  from 
starving,  provided  your  Petitioners  eoud  be  permitted  to  keep 
the  Cattle  and  Horses  that  are  our  property.  Contrary  to  that, and 
as  we  are  informed,  contrary  to  Orders,  we  your  Excellencies  Peti- 
tioners, are  daily  distressed  by  a  set  of  Men  that  are  (we  judge) 
regardless  of  Law,  Constitution  or  Humanity,  by  entering  on  our 
possessions,  regardless  of  the  Cries  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan, 
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and  taking  into  their  poese«sian  joor  petioners  Oattle  and  Honef, 
and  plundering  our  Houses  and  converting  the  same  as  their  own 
property;  many  of  our  property  are  carried  into  the  State  of  Con- 
necticutt;  your  Petioners  are  some  of  ue  by  such  Methods 
rendered  incable  of  putting  Bead  in  the  Oroand,  others  robed 
of  their  Ck)ws  our  Main  Subsistance.  Your  Petioners  are  with- 
out redress;  Therefore  your  Excellencies  Humble  Petioners  pray, 
that  your  Excellency  woud  grant  us  some  redress  and  order, 
that  our  property  may  be  returned,  or  that  such  distresses  may 
not  come  upon  us  any  further,  as  you  of  your  wisdom  shall  think 
most  proper,  and  your  Petioners  shall  ever  Pray, 

William  Purdy 
Moses  Purdy 
Haviland 

John  Rushton,  Jnner. 
Harisons  Precinct  1st  September  1779. 

Westchester  County. 


[No.  2510.] 
Colonel  Hughes  Supplements  the  Charges  Against  Grant  and  Menzks, 

Fishkill,  Sept.  1st  1779. 

Dear  Governour;  Having  a  few  Days  ago  attended  the  Tory 
Vendues,  at  Fredricksburgh,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing 
several  Complaints  against  James  Grant,  a  British  Officer,  on 
Parole. 

The  first  is,  that  he  carried  a  very  fine  Horse  with  him,  when 
he  had  a  Flag  to  visit  New  York,  which  Horse  he  has  not  brought 
back,  but,  in  all  Probability  left  with  the  Enemy.  Secondly,  that 
he  has  since  been  seen  at  Bedford,  which  is  suppos'd  beyond  his 
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Judge  Ward.    I  shall  take  the  most  expeditiona  Measures  thit 

my  present  Situation  will  admit  of,  for  potting  it  ont  <rf  their 

Power  to  do  farther  Mischief. 

You  will  please  to  mention  to  Judge  Ward  the  Receipt  of  Ui 

Letter  &  mention  to  him  my  Intentions.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  CI 
[To  Col.  Hughes.] 


Reply  of  the  Senate  to  Governor  Clinton^s  Speech. 

•The  Answer  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to  the 
Speech  of  his  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esquire,  (Jovernor  of 
the  said  State,  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  tlie 
Militia,  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same: 

Sir,  We,  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  New- York,  acknowledging 
the  Force  of  your  Excellency's  Reasons  for  calling  us  together 
at  this  Time,  beg  Leave  to  assure  you,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
Inconvenienci^  that  we  may  thereby  individually  labour  under, 
we  rejoice  at  the  early  Opportunity  it  affords  us,  to  proceed  in 
the  Business  left  unfinished  the  last  Sessions,  and  the  other  im- 
portant Matters  recommended  in  your  Excellency's  Speech. 

While  we  sincerely  lament  the  Sufferings  of  our  Brethren  in 
Westchester  County,  we  acknowledge,  with  Gratitude,  the  Kind- 
Df'jis  of  Heaven  iu  shortning  the  Hand  which  is  stretched  out  but 
to  destroy;  and  humbly  hope,  that  while  it  suffers  the  Heart  of 
our  modern  Pharoah  to  be  hardned,  it  only  prepares  a  brighter 
1  Hsplay  of  its  Justice  and  Mercy;  the  first  by  the  final  Overthrow 
cf  his  impious  Host,  wIh'u  the  Measures  of  their  Iniquity  shall 
Im*  full;  the  second,  by  our  glorious  Emancipation  from  the  Yoke 
of  Oppression. 


•F':o;i>   \h^.^  StLate  Journal. 
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The  Degree  of  Security  that  our  Frontiers  have  derived  from 
the  Measures  pursued  by  the  Legislature,  seconded  by  your  Ex- 
cellency's judicious  Application  of  the  Means  they  afforded  you, 
give  us  great  Pleasure;  and  the  more  so,  as  from  the  late  Ck)n- 
doct  of  the  Enemy,  we  have  the  highest  Reason  to  conclude,  that, 
wearied  with  unsuccessful  CJonflicts  with  a  gallant  Enemy  in  the 
Field,  though  not  sated  with  Blood,  they  meant  to  prowl  along 
our  Frontiers,  had  they  found  them  unguarded,  in  Order  to  re- 
venjre  upon  unarmed  Husbandmen,  and  helpless  Women  and 
Children,  the  Disgraces  their  Arms  have  lately  sustained. 

We  participate  in  your  Excellency's  Pleasure,  on  the  Suppres- 
tton  of  Bobberies  and  other  atrocious  Offences,  by  the  regular 
and  assiduous  Administration  of  Justice;  in  which  we  find  ad- 
ditional Reasons  for  admiring  that  happy  Constitution,  under 
which  we  enjoy  domestic  Peace  amidst  the  Horrors  of  War;  not- 
withstanding the  Patronage  that  Robbers  and  Assassins  have  so 
frequently  received  from  degenerate  Britons. 

We  learn,  with  extreme  Sorrow,  that  neither  the  Liberality  or 
Justice,  manifested  by  this  State  to  their  revolted  Subjects  in 
the  North-eastern  Counties,  nor  the  Steps  which  Congress  have 
hitherto  thought  it  prudent  to  pursue,  have  yet  served  to  allay 
their  unreasonable  Discontents:  And,  having  vainly  tried  every 
lenient  Measure,  we  sincerely  lament  the  Necessity  which  will 
compel  us,  by  harsher  Means,  to  enforce  Obedience  to  the  I^aws, 
and  to  extend  the  Protection  of  Government  to  all  the  faithful 
J>ahjt-cts  of  this  State. 

We  are  fully  sensible,  Sir,  of  the  Claim  that  the  pi'esent  State 

of  our  Currency  has  to  our  most  serious  Consideration.  We  see, 

on  the  one  Hand,  the  Calamities  attendant  on  the  Failure  of 

poblic  Credit;  on  the  other,  the  extreme  Delicacy  of  the  Sub^ecV.^ 
17 
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and  the  Difficulty  of  remedying  a  general  Bvfl,  by 

Measures  as  a  single  State  can  apply:  Yet,  ae  the  Importeaee 

the  Object  is  generally  acknowledged^  we  hare  much  OMUolattai 

in  believingy  that  any  well-grounded  Plan  tat  the  AppiedttlM 

of  the  Currency,  which  the  ooUectiTe  Wisdom  of  America 

think  it  proper  to  adopt;  or  which  the  peculiar  Situation  ni 

State  will  i>ermit  it  to  enter  into,  will  be  ardently  seconded 

the  Virtue  of  our  Ck>nstituents.    This  Subject,  together  with  tke 

several  Matters  submitted,  by  your  Excellency,  to  our  CkMudden- 

tion,  and  those  which,  during  the  Oourse  of  the  Sessions,  jot 

ahall  be  pleased  to  lay  before  us,  shall  be  examined  and  pvs* 

oeeded  on  with  all  the  Attention  and  Dispatch,  which  is  doe  ti 

the  Imi>ortance  of  the  Objects,  and  to  your  Excellency's 

mendation. 

While  we  acknowledge  as  an  indisputable  Truth,  that 

Safety  and  Happiness  of  America  (under  divine  Providence) 

pends  upon  the  Wisdom  and  Unanimity  of  her  Councils,  at  tUK 

interesting  Juncture;  we  cannot  but  express  our  grateful 

of  your  Excellency's  Belief,  that  we  shall  continue  to  distingdi 

ourselves  by  the  same  Zeal,  in  the  common  Oause,  which 

hitherto  characterized  this  State;  and  to  assure  your  Excellenqi 

that  Nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  our  Parts,  to  justify  the 

fidence  you  repose  in  our  Endeavours;  which  the  most 

Desire  to  promote  the  general  Welfare,  and  the  true  Happinsfl 

of  our  Constituents,  can  suggest. 

By  Order  of  the  Senate, 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  President  ■ 
Kingston,  September  1,  1779. 
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llie  Oovemar  Submits  Importcmt  Communications  to  the  Legislature. 
•Gentlemen,  You  will  receive,  with  this  Message,  Copies  of 
two  Letters  from  his  Excellency  General  Washington;  the  one 
of  the  26th,t  the  other  of  the  28th,t  Ultimo;  with  the  Copy  of  a 
Letter  from  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Esq;  Commissary-General  of 
Purchases.  Also,  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  the 
President  of  Congress,  dated  the  14th  Ultimo;§  and  of  an  Act,|l 
of  the  17th  Ultimo.  As  the  Matters,  to  which  these  Papers 
relate,  are  of  the  first  Importance,  I  take  the  Liberty  of  recom- 
mending them  to  your  earliest  Attention. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Kingston,  September  1,  1779. 

*From  Journalfl  of  the  Legislature. 
tSee  page  221,  footnote. 
tNot  found. 

fThe  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dlcklneon,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Gkrry,  ax>poInted  to 
prepare  a  letter  to  the  several  states,  brought  In  a  draught,  which  was  agreed  to  as 
follows: 

"  Sir,  Congress  have  deemed  It  highly  necessary  to  Inform  you  that  the  enemy  hare 
exerted  themselves  to  send  out  a  very  considerable  reinforcement  to  their  army  now  In 
America.  Seven  thousand  were  destined  hither  from  Europe  and  3000  from  the  West- 
Indies.  The  operations  In  the  place  last  mentioned  may  perhaps  prevent  the  arrival  of 
those  troops;  but  there  Is  no  solid  reason  to  expect  that  the  European  reinforcement 
will  not  arrive.  It  is  proper  you  should  be  Informed  that  our  allies  were  much  con- 
cerned to  find,  that  preparations  were  not  earlier  made  for  a  vigorous  campaign.  The 
exertions  of  America  are  necessary  to  obtain  the  great  objects  of  the  alliance,  her 
liberty,  sovereignty  and  Independence.  The  barbarities  already  exhibited  by  the  enemy 
and  their  avowed  determinations  to  give  a  still  greater  scope  to  their  ravages,  are 
additional  motives  to  our  endeavours.  Congress  are  fully  convinced,  therefore,  that 
you  will  comply  with  their  earnest  wishes  to  prepare  for  the  most  immediate  and  most 
vigorous  operations,  particularly  by  filling  up  your  battalions  and  having  the  militia 
of  your  state  ready  to  march  at  the  shortest  warning.  It  is  highly  probable  that 
circumstances  may  soon  call  them  forth  to  operate  oCFeDflively:  and  it  Is  hoped  and 
expected  with  such  energy  and  effect  as  to  free  these  states  from  their  hostile  in- 
vaders."—Journals  of  Congress. 
BOn  the  17th  of  August.  1779.  Congress  adopted  the  following  resolutions: 
Whereas  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America  have  by  their  patriotism,  valor 
and  perseverance.  In  the  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  country,  become 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  as  well  as  the  approbation  of  their  fellow  citizens: 

Resolved,  That  It  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  several  states  that  have 

not  already  adopted  measures  for  that  purpose,  to  make  such  further  provision  for  the 

offlcera  and  for  the  soldiers  enlisted  for  the  war.  to  them  respectively  belonging,  who 

shall  continue  in  service  till  the  establishment  of  peace,  as  shall  be  an  adequate  com- 

^  pensatlon   for  the  many  dangers,   losses   and  hardships   they   have  suffered  and  been 

I       exposed  to  In  the  course  of  the  present  contest,   either  by  granting  to  their  officers 

ft       Ulf-pay  for  life,  and  proper  rewards  to  their  soldiers;  or  in  such  other  manner  as 

^       i&ay  appear  most  expedient  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states. 

Resolved,  That  It  be,  and  hereby  Is  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  make  such 
Provision  for  the  widows  of  such  of  their  officers,  and  such  of  their  soldiers  enlisted  for 
the  war.  as  have  died  or  may  die  In  the  servfre.  as  shall  secure  to  them  the  sweets 
^  that  liberty  for  the  attainment  of  which  their  husbands  had  nobly  laid  down  their 
^Wee.— Jonmals  of  CongretSi 
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[No.  2511.] 

J/(i;or  Uctficld  IhUvittcUj  IMntked  by  the  Governor  for  Di^misring 

John  TiUifian, 

Pokeepsie  2d  Sep'r  177». 

t^lr,  I  have-  JuFt  received  a  Memorial  of  which  the  enclosed  Is  a  Copy  from  a  largt 
Number  uf  GeDiIemen  in  the  City  of  Albany,  many  of  whom  I  am  penonally  ac- 
quainted with,  and  know  to  be  the  most  reputable  Characters  in  that  Place.  Tour 
Services  &  Suffi  rings  in  the  common  Cause  I  conceived  enUttled  you  to  the  particular 
XotiC'>  of  your  Country;  this  &.  your  Capacity  Induced  me  to  appoint  you  ComxnitM:! 
of  HIdrs,  but  at  the  same  Time  1  knew  no  otier  Perion  I  would  have  pcrfcrred  to  Hr. 
Tiltiiiuii  u:iirc'  t  sp'.cially  uv  he  was  already  in  that  Dcpartm't. 

I  am  also  furnibbed  with  a  Copy  of  your  Letter  to  Mr.  Tilman  notifying  his  TMi-  ^ 
mission  irom  Uffit  o.  The  Kcasoiis  you  give  for  displacing  him  are  in  my  opiuioa  by  m  ' 
meaiia  conlu^ive;  no  Complaints  ha*e  been  ever  received  by  me  of  any  abuses  ia  thai  j 
I>epariiiitnt  aLd  you  give  him  not  the  least  iQtimation  of  his  having  acted  Improperlj, 
on  tho  (outrary.  you  inform  him  that  Major  Hitchcock  will,  if  he  pleases.  pla« «  iam  I 
ill  t!i«e  b'.st  Eiai)loyment  ui.dtr  hlin  which  is  a  convincing  Proof  of  his  unexreptiocaM*  \ 
UeLaviour.  YiT.  Tilman  has  continued  in  the  Service  in  different  Stations  from  ite  ^ 
liegining  of  the  war  and  as  far  as  I  have  heard,  always  suataiced  a  fair  Charu-ncr;  { 
if  he  has  honestly  fulfilled  the  Duties  of  his  Office,  as  from  your  Letter  it  is  to  bt 
presumed  Ik-  has,  there  can  bo  no  Reason  for  displacing  him;  if  he  has  not.  pro;-<r  . 
Inquiries  slio'd  be  made  to  warrant  his  Dismission. 

I  ronifiv*.'  ntyi*e!f  in  tome  Dcgn-e  interested  in  your  Conduct  aLd  should  alvayi 
wish  that  by  a  partii  ular  attention  to  the  Kules  of  the  strictest  Justice  and  Impartialitr 
yuu  may  Justify  my  good  Opinion  of  you.  This  induces  me  to  trouble  you  at  prt:i«ui. 
belhg  fully   persuaded  that  upon  proper  Kcflection   you  will  not  suffer  yourself  to  be 

chargoublu  with  an  act  of  Injustice  towards  Mr.  Tillman.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Major  Hatfleld.] 


To  his  Kxr-ellmcy  George  Clinton  E.sqr.  Governor  and  Commander  in  chief  of  tht 
Siut*^  of  .Ni-w   York  and  .Xdniiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  Same  &c. 

WhtT'-ai^  John  Titlniuii.  >'en'r,  an  Inhabitant  of  this  place,  has  been  appointed  Depnty 
Cu^^IllH^<:{ry  of  llid'.-s  for  the  Northern  Department,  and  as  we  have  observ'd  hit 
I'iliuf  :ic.'  in  th«'  KxcLution  of  his  duty,  it  is  with  great  conscern  that  we  see  a  penM 
of  Ills  ajiprovi  d  abilities,  who  was  from  his  youth  bred  to  the  occupation  of  Coid- 
WHii.fr,  a:.d  wiihout  any  n  ason  asvignd.  supercee-ded  by  a  Gentleman  unknown  to  «•■ 
And  us  .Mr.  Tillnian  has  been  consld'Table  time  in  the  employment,  muct  Coa- 
»«qu>T.tly  bt>  bftter  a'quaintod  with  the  Different  liranches  respecting  the  DepartonL 
tbun  an  utter  Stranger  to  it. 

Therefore.  s<  iisiblo  of  cur  duty  to  our  Country  and  the  Army,  bog  your  ExcellK.cy 
to  C<.n<iivr  hi?  case,  and  if  it  appears  Con.sjstaiii  with  the  Public  Interest,  to  Cooiinw 
him  ii.  tin-  .<-rviii',  whi<  li  is  the  D*.slro  of  your  Kxcelloncy's  n*OEt  obedient  A  very 
bun. 1)1'    H«  rvants 

All  Mi  Tin  Hroi'k.  Siiml,  Strintrer.  G.  V.  St  hai<k,  Leonard  Gansevoort,  James  Gray. 
.r"Ii!i  N.  I'.i* 'I  ki-:-.  .lai'ob  CiiyKr,  Harmo  (;:i:'.!'r\o<»rt.  John  Taylor,  Haatejan  T.  Vi$oh«T. 
J'l-  V.  lI' r.^'««  la- r.  Jo.  \v<iii:t'.  J.  Rfioiba*'!!.  Lu<-a»  Van  Veghten,  Cora's  WendfH, 
.:.  V.  t'l.?«n.  I'lais  Wir.t..-.  Il-tiry  M<.r.<.Ml-.  Thuuls  H.  Vls^chcr.  M.irte  Mya- 
Uy  ki.!:i!..  I.-aa'-  IJoL-crt.  Rob.  rt  M.riallen.  John  Price.  Edw'd  Wii:<lk 
'•-'IN.  F*' t»  r  S<  huyli  r.  1*.  V.  Knis-rhur,  Mat:  VIsscher.  L<>on.  Ganwroort 
M.  !'.■ «  kiiiai'.  P;i;h  1».  Ki.nla.  Jol.n  Lansing  Jun'r,  Gerret  Groea  Beck. 
.■:";r.  (IiT-t  Ja.  I*msii.l-.  Williani  Ilotrn.  nernardua  Evfrtson.  Abra'm  G. 
?.  r  .-.  .^.  K-iyi.  :  J;. ...I.  !I.  Wi.i.rKll.  Jno.  H:  Wendell.  Abr'm  Verplan^k. 
.    J')-";.    K'  i.  .    A.Mlr- \v    ]i..u.v.    Coru'lius    Swits,    Danii'I    Winoe.    J.    Honry 

.    c..   -     -   -  .    (Vi    .|..ii!,    Wallers   Inn   Holder.    I^evlnus  Wlnnt 

JiKj  .   I<t   r  F.r.it.  J«-I  '.   lii.ii't-rk. 
A:!..:  v    .\u^'  t    jTth    IT:.-. 
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[No;  2512.] 

John  Jay  Complimented  hy  the  Legislature, 

Kingston  3d  Sep'r  1779. 

Sir,   I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  your  Excellency  con- 

carrent  Resolutions*  of  the  Senate  &  Assemibly  for  continuing 

ton  as  a  Delegate  from  this  State  in  Congress  until  the  fifteenth 

Day  of  October  next,  &  I  shall  with  the  utmost  Dispatch  forward 

Jon  yoor  Commission  in  Consequence  thereof.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To^John  Jay.] 


Governor    Clinton   Expresses   Reciprocal    Felicitations    to    the 

Legislature. 

tCrentlemen,  I  receive  with  Pleasure  your  cheerful  Approba- 
tion of  the  Reasons  that  induced  me  to  convene  you  at  a  Season, 
which.  I  am  sensible  must  be  inconvenient  to  many  of  you;  from 
this,  as  well  as  the  ardent  Desire  you  discover  to  proceed  with 
the  utmost  Diligence,  in  the  BusineJ^s  intrusted  to  your  Care, 
lam  led  to  form  a  happy  Presage  of  the  Advantages,  which  the 
Community  will  derive  from  your  present  Deliberations. 

The  polite  Manner  in  which  you  express  your  Sense  of  the 
Importance  of  the  Matters,  I  have  particularly  recommended  to 
joar  Attention,  demands  my  Acknowledgments;  and  will  en- 
courage me  to  persist  in  suggesting,  whatever  I  may,  in  future, 
wnceive  necessary  to  the  general  Welfare;  and  give  me  Leave 
to  a«surt'  you.  Gentlemen,  I  shall,  at  all  Times,  heartily  concur 

•  "  In  Assembly,  August  25,  177:»." 
"EeiolTed,   That  Uie  special  occasion,  for  which  the  Honorable  John  Jay,  Esq.,  Chi<f- 

'mioe    of     tbl»     St&te,  was  elected  a  Dtlcgato  from  this  State  in  Congress,  will,   veiy 

Stably,   continue  after  thirty  Days  after  the  present  Meeting  of  the  Legislature:  and. 

^^•rrttre,    Tb*t   he  be  further  continued   in  Office,   as   Delegate  as  aforopald,   until   uhe 

ittiestb  I>*7  of  October  next." 
ht  >a^es  198-99  and  footnote, 
^rwn  the   Senate  Journal. 
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with  you  in  promoting,  by  my  faithful  EndeaTOurs  to  exec 

such  Measures  as  may  be  esteemed  conducive  to  that  End. 

Geo.  Clinto 
Kingston,  September  3,  1779. 


[No.  2513.] 

Petition  from  Saratoga  for  a  Permit  to  Take  Flour  to  Basta 

Procure  Salt 

To  hia  Ehccellency  G«orge  Clinton  E^qr.  Go  corner  of  the  StAte  of  New  York 
Genii,  and  Commander  in  Ctiiet  of  the  Militia  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same  Ac. 

The  petition  of  a  N*umt>er  of  Inhabitants  of  Saratoga  Diatrict  In  the  Coiuty  of  A 
Humbly  Sheweth: 

That  whereas,  your  petitioners  By  the  Continuance  of  the  war  and  the  NaTi( 
of  the  North  Riyer,  being  yet  stopt  are  reduced  to  Great  Distress  for  the  want  of 
which  article  coming  to  us  from  Boston  and  going  thro'  so  many  Trading  mens  1 
EUu;h  of  which  has  great  advance,  that  when  it  Comes  to  us  is  raised  to  an  Ext 
gant  price,  which  by  our  past  misfortunes  in  being  droye  off  and  loosing  our 
we  are  not  able  to  pay.  Notwithstanding  the  great  plenty  of  money  In  other  pa 
the  State,  and  in  order  to  save  the  profits  to  ourselves  which  we  have  great  ne 
we  humbly  petition  your  Excellency  to  take  our  Case  into  Consideration  and  gn 
a  permit  to  Carry  out  of  this  State  wheat,  or  flower  to  purchase  Salt,  for  the  t 
our  Families  to  the  Quantity  off  one  Hundred  and  one  Bushels  of  Salt. 

And  as  our  Views  are  not  to  make  any  profit  to  ourselves  but  purely  to  answ* 
Necessities  of  our  Families,  we  Humbly  Conceive  your  Excellency  will  see  fit  Id 
Wisdom  to  Grant  our  request,  and  your  petitioners  as  bound  in  Duty  shall  ever 

Increase  Child,   Jehoiada  Mlllerd.    Benjamin   Richmond,   Thomas   Mansfield.   & 

Kissted,   Baker.   William  Frisba,   Solomon   Cambell.   Et>enezer  Patrick.  C: 

Wilson,  Philip  Hunger,  Elias  Palmer,  Elesear  Mlllerd,  John  Cari>ender,  Jehoiada  I 
Abner  Quitterfleld,  John  Xeilson.  Stephen  Benedict.  David  Bidwell,  George  Hunter, 
Andrews,  Jabes  Tuttle,  John  Buck,  Gabriel  Strang,  Warren  Carpenter.  John  : 
William  Robins.  Jotham  Bemus,  Joab  Cook,  Henry  Minord,  William  Masters, 
Stephenson,  Garret  Springer.  John  Tombs.  Joseph  Palmer.  Daniel  Cambel.  ( 
Palmer,  Joseph  Row,  Israel  Rose,  Caleb  Crandel.  James  Tombs,  Stephen  Tombs.  . 
Chamberlain,  Benjamin  Rogers. 
Saratoga  District  Sep'r  4th  1779. 


Response  of  the  Assembly  to  the  Governors  Address. 
•May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

We,  the  Representatives  in  Assembly,  beg  Leave,  in  Am 
to  your  Excellency's  Speech,  to  express  our  Approbation  ol 
Motivt^s  which  induced  you  to  convene  the  Legislature  at 
early  Season. 

Permit  us  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  we  sincerely 
patliise  with  our  Fellow-ritizens  in   Westchester  County, 

•From  the  Assembly  Journal. 


i  lament  that,  from  their  peculiar  Situation,  we  cannot  effectually 
t  protect  them  against  the  Ravages  of  an  Enemy,  who,  exasperated 
by  Disappointment,  increase  in  Barbarity  as  they  diminish  in 
Strength. 

It  is  with  Pleasure,  however,  we  learn  that  the  Attempts  of 
the  Enemy,  farther  to  penetrate  into  the  State,  have  proved 
nnsnccessf ul :  That  from  a  proper  Disposition  of  the  Forces  des- 
tined for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers,  and  the  Exertions  of  the 
Militia,  these  Settlements  have  derived  great  Security:  That 
from  the  Operation  of  our  Western  Armies,  there  is  Reason  to 
lope  the  Inhabitants  will  not  only  be  farther  secured,  but  that 

jnst  Vengeance  will  be  taken  for  the  Cruelties  they  have  suf- 
r 

fered  from  a  merciless  Foe:  And  that,  by  an  assiduous  Admin- 
istration of  Justice,  Robberies  and  other  Enormities  hate  be- 
come less  frequent. 

With  extreme  Regret  we  receive  Information  from  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  neither  the  Justice  and  Forbearance  manifested 
in  our  Proceedings,  nor  any  Measures  which  Congress  have 
hitherto  adopted,  have  been  effectual  in  quieting  the  Disorders 
prevailing  in  the  Northeastern  Parts  of  the  State,  but  that  the 
Inhabitants  still  remain  in  their  unjustifiable  Opposition  and 
Revolt;  and  we  fully  concur  with  your  Excellency  in  the  Neces- 
sity of  taking  immediate  and  decisive  Steps  for  restoring  Peace 
^  and  good  Order,  supporting  the  Authority  of  Government,  and 
^  protecting  the  faithful  Subjects  of  the  State  in  that  Quarter: 
And  while  we  deprecate  the  Evils  of  civil  War  and  Dissention, 
[  especially  at  this  Juncture,  when  it  may  endanger  the  general 
lafety  of  America,  yet  we  take  this  Opportunity  of  publicly 
leclaring  our  stedfast  Purpose,  to  maintain  the  rightful  Juris- 
liction  of  the  State. 


264  Public  Papers  of  George  Clintox. 

The  several  other  Matters  recommended  by  your  Excellency^ 
as  they  merit,  so  they  will  engage  our  earliest  Attention:  The 
present  State  of  our  Currency  is  an  important  Object  of  onr 
Deliberations,  and  requires  our  utmost  EndeaTOurs  in  deTisiog  i 
Means  to  effect  its  Appreciation;  and  from  the  Anxiety  of  oor  ; 
Constituents  to  restore  the  public  Credit,  we  flatter  ouraelTei 
with  their  cheerful  Assistance  to  render  these  Endeavours  8n^ 
cessful. 

We  are  fully  sensible  of  the  peculiar  Necessity  of  wise  and 
unanimous  Councils  in  the  present  Crisis;  and,  influenced  by  this 
Consideration,  we  assure  j'our  Excellency  of  our  sedulous  and 
united  Efforts,  to  discover  and  pursue  such  Measures  as  will  be 
most  conducive  to  the  Happiness  of  our  Constituents;  and  we 
trust  that  by  the  Smiles  of  an  indulgent  Providence  on  our  w 
tuous  Struggles,  we  shall  soon,  very  soon,  expel  the  Enemy  from 
our  Borders,  and  enjoy  the  Blessings  of  Peace  and  Fieedom 
Assembly-Chamber,  September  4,  1779. 


The  Governor  Lays  the  Salt  Proposition  Before  the  Ijcgislaiure, 
Mlentlemen,  The  repeated  Applications  which  are  made  to 
me  for  Licenses  to  export  Flour,  for  the  Purpose  of  procuring 
Salt,  as  well  as  my  own  Observation,  convince  me  that  thew 
is  a  great  and  uncommon  Scarcity  of  that  essential  Article  <»f 
Life. 

I.  tluM<»fore.  think  it  my  iMity  to  recommend  it  to  you.  to 
di»vis«'  Means  for  cuablinj:  ihi*  good  Citizens  of  this  Stat*-  to  ob- 
t;rfj  a  s«*asi>nabK'  Supply,  to  pn*vcnt  the  r>istresse8  to  wh'ch 
\\u\  iiia\  Im*  oilu'iwisf*  cxpiistMl.  A  partial  Supply,  I  am  'n- 
fin-mcd.  is  pnnuiscil  by  tlit*  T'ommissary-General,  in  Exchangf 


•From  Ji'UrL'aJtf  of  tho  Locislaiure. 
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for  Wheat  but  at  a  Price  much  dearer  than  it  can  be  purchased 
if  the  Farmer  was  at  Liberty  to  barter  his  Produce  for  it  in 
other  States;  and  if  it  should  arrive  in  Season  for  the  Use  of 
the  Farmer,  which  is  much  to  be  doubted,  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  the  Quantity,  which  may  bfe  procured  from  the  Gom- 
missary,  will  be  anywise  adequate  to  our  Wants. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Kingston,  September  4,  1779. 


[No.  2514.] 
Agam  the  Question  of  Supplying  the  Army  With  Flour. 

New  Windsor  Sept'r'5th  1779. 
Dear  Sir,  Since  I  had  the  Honor  of  a  Conference  with  a  Com- 
mittee from  your  Senate  &  Assembly  I  have  been  examining  care- 
fully into  the  State  of  our  Magazines  and  find  they  are  without 
flour  or  Bread,  for  a  Week;  my  hopes  from  Pensylvania  are 
small,  as  the  Committee  have  been  necessited  to  purchase  a 
Cargo  of  Prize  flour  lately  brought  in  their  for  the  use  of  the 
Cityzens,  and  my  purchasers  write  me  they  cannot  obtain  but 
very  little  part  of  it,  if  any,  &  if  we  do  not  obtain  from  this 
State  an  imediate  supply,  we  must  starve;  under  these  embar- 
rasments,  I  think  it  absolutely  Necessary  to  promise  your  People 
a  good  supply  of  West  India  Goods,  especially  sugar,  besides 
the  Salt  already  promised;  nothing  doubting  my  proposal  to 
Congress  to  supply  them  will  be  approved  of,  but  holding  myself 
bound  to  fullflll  my  promise  if  I  am  obliged  to  get  the  goods 
myself,  believing  this  will  be  an  inducement  to  them  to  give  us 
imediate  supplies  of  Bread  and  save  our  Army.    The  mode  of 
Issuing  the  Goods,  so  as  to  prevent  confusion  of  accounts,  to 
be  settled  when  I  see  you,  which  shall  be  immediately  after  my 
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return  from  the  Eastward,  where  I  am  going  to  secore  Bom 

prize  flour  and  lay  a  foundation  to  obtain  the  Goods  proposed  t 

be  delivered  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  State.    Mr.  Flint  ii 

my  absence  will  execute  any  business  that  may  arise.    I  am 

with  the  greatest  respect,  &  esteem  Yoor  Exc'y  most  obt.  Hmt 

Servant 

Jere  Wadsworth. 

His  ExceU'y  Governor  Clinton. 


6  Sept.  1779. 
Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favored  with  a  Letter  from  Colo.  Wads- 
worth  of  the  5  Inst.,  pressing  the  aid  of  the  Legislature  to  en- 
able him  to  obtain  a  speedy  Supply  of  Flour  for  the  army,  and 
am  informed  by  the  Contents  that  he  intended  to  set  out  im- 
mediately to  the  Eastward  and  requested  to  write  to  you  in 
his  absence.  A  Bill*  passed  the  Legislature  on  Saturday  after 
noon,  for  the  above  Purpose,  &  was  yesterday  transmitted 
under  Direction  to  Colo.  Wadsworth  at  Head  Quarters;  you  have 
doubtless  already  received  it  and  I  hope  it  may  prove  adequate 
to  the  present  Emergency.     If  any  further  aid  shall  be  necessarj 

you  may  be  assured  of  it.     I  am  &c. 

G.  C. 
Royal  Flint,  Esqr. 


The  Oovemor  Again  Addresses  the  Assembly. 
tGentlemen,  I  thank  you  for  this  polite  Address.     Your  Ap 
probation  of  the  Reasons  which  induced  me  to  convene  you  ai 
this  early  Season,  gives  me  peculiar  Pleasure,  as  it  evinces  tin 

v«  as  chapter  I.  third  session  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York  '*  an  act  for  ptt 
SmnMdiate  supply   of  flour  and  peas  for  the  uae  of  tha   army."— Stati 

'Am$mWf  Jounial. 
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just  Sense  you  entertain  of  the  Importance  of  the  Business, 
which,  I  have  had  the  Honor  of  laying  before  the  Legislature. 

The  zeal  you  discovered  for  the  common  Welfare,  cannot  fail 
of  affording  Satisfaction  to  your  Constituents,  and  while  with 
Tou,  Grentlemen,  I  anticipate  the  pleasing  Prospect  of  a  speedy 
Expulsion  of  the  Enemy,  and  the  Enjoyment  of  the  great  Bless- 
ings of  Peace  and  Freedom,  I  have  the  firmest  Reliance  on  your 
Resolution  of  adopting  the  most  vigorous  and  effectual 
Measures,  so  indispensably  necessary  at  this  interesting  Junc- 
ture, for  the  Attainment  of  these  desirable  Objects. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Kingston,  September  6,  1779. 


[No.  2515.] 

.    Mians  and  Tories  Continue  Their  Depredations  Along  the  Mohawk 

Valley. 

Albany  September  7th  1779. 

Dear  Governour,  Your  favour  of  the  27th  ultimo  I  received 
yesterday.  I  shall  by  the  first  opportunity  direct  Colo.  Van 
Drck  the  Commanding  OflBcer  at  Fort  Schuyler  to  make  the 
ttrictest  inquiry  respecting  those  unfortunate  Men  who  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Enemy  at  the  Minisinck.  If  any  account  is  re- 
ceived of  them  your  Excellency  may  depend  on  having  it  Trans- 
mitted you  soon. 

The  first  instant  three  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  German  Flatts 
^ere  killed  and  three  made  Prisoners  by  a  party  of  Indians  & 
TWeg. 

On  the  second  Inst,  two  men  belonging  to  Colo.  Warner's 
^giment  were  taken  Prisoner  by  a  strong  party  of  IndVan^  m 
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Oovemar  Clmton  Submita  Several  Propositions  to  the  Legislature. 
•Gentlemen,  I  have  to  recommend  to  your  early  Attention, 
the  several  Resolutions  of  Congress,  of  the  5th  of  May  la8t,t  rela- 
tive to  the  Settlement  of  the  Accounts  of  the  late  Commissary- 
General  Trumbull;  of  the  23d  of  July  last,t  for  the  better  Pres- 
ervation of  Buildings  and  other  Property,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  for  preventing  Encroachments  on  Grounds 
or  Places  occupied  for  the  Purposes  of  Defence;  of  the  22d  of 
June,§  recommending  the  adopting  of  Measures,  to  prevent  the 
plundering  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Long  Island,  and  other  Places 
in  Possession  of  the  Enemy;  and  of  the  14th  of  April||  last: 
Copies  of  which  Resolutions  will  be  herewith  delivered  to  you. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Kingston,  September  8, 1779. 


[No.  2517.] 
Respecting  the  Exchange  of  Citizens  to  the  Northward. 

Kingston  9  Sep'r  1779. 
Sir,  Incloeed  is  a  Copy  of  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  22d  MayH 
last  relative  to  the  Exchange  of  Citizens  in  Captivity  at  Niag- 

*From  Journals  of  the  Legislature. 

tThe  act  of  May  5th,  1779,  authorized  Jonathan  Trumbull  Jr.  to  settle  and  adjust  the 
accounts  of  the  late  Commissary  General  Joseph  Trumbull,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Treasury. 

tThe  act  of  July  23d,  1779,  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  respectiye  states 
to  make  effectual  provision  by  laws,  for  the  preservation  of  the  buildings  belonging 
to  the  United  States  within  their  respective  Jurisdictions,  in  order  to  prevent  exorbitant 
cialma,  and  the  owners  from  seizing  the  property  and  removing  the  buildings. 

fThe  act  of  June  22d,  recommended  to  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  in  the 
■eyeral  states  "  more  especially  those  that  are  adjacent  to  Long  Island  and  other  places 
in  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  to  prevent  plunder- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  such  places  "  and  directed  all  officers  of  the  army  to  use  their 
"  utmost  exertions  to  prevent  such  practices." 

IThe  resolution  of  April  14th,  "  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  states 
of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  to  permit 
the  exportation  of  such  flour  and  grain  as  has  been  or  may  be  purchased  within  the 
said  states  respectively,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Board  of  War  If  authorized  as 
aforesaid." 

^  On  motion  of  Mr.  Dnane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  Congress  came  to  the  following 
resolution: 

"  Whereas  a  proposition  has  been  made  for  exchanging  a  number  of  the  good  citizens 


270  Public  Papers  op  Georob  Clinton. 

ara  &c.    I  presume  that  tou  have  been  furnished  with  a  Daplicate 

and  am  particularly  anxious  to  know  whether  any  StepB  lukit 

been  taken  to  negociate  Exchanges  in  Consequence  of  it    I  an 

the  more  induced  to  wish  this  Business  parfected  from  a  Desiie 

of  liberating  from  the  Savages  the  unhappy  Women  &  Childra 

who  fell  into  their  Hands  at  the  Destruction  of  Cherry  Valley* 

other  Frontier  Settlem'ts.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Schuyler.] 


[No.  2518.] 

Samuel  Curson  Ask^  for  Restitution   for  Arms   and  Ammunitm 
Captured  by  a  British  Privateer. 

Baltimore  10  Sept*r  1779. 
Sir,  Some  time  in  the  month  of  January  last  I  received  a  letter 
from  Jacobus  Vanzandt,  Esquire,  of  Moffits  (?)  Town,  dated  the 
6th  of  that  month,  requesting  me  at  your  desire,  to  give  orders 
to  my  House  in  St.  Eustatia,  (Curson  &  Gouverneur,  Agents  for 
Congress)  to  receive  a  quantity  of  Powder  and  Arms  belonging 
to  the  State  of  N.  York,  laying  at  St.  MartinB  in  the  hands  of 
John  Bryson  of  that  island,  to  pay  what  charges  had  accrued 
thereon,  and  to  ship  the  same  immediately  in  some  good  armd 
vessell,  to  the  nearest  Port  to  New  York;  Which  request  I  im- 
mediately coniplyd  with,  and  my  house  has  long  since  been 
possessed  of  the  orders,  but  by  advice  from  them,  understand 
they  had  not  been  able  to  carry  the  same  into  execution,  as  no 


of  these  Ktates,  who  aro  in  captivity  at  Niagara  and  its  Ticinity.  for  disaffected  citiieot 
who  are  desirous  to  Join  the  enemy; 

Resolved,  That  tho  Commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  Northern  department,  or 
any  two  of  them,  be  authorized  and  directed,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  commaDder 
in  chief  and  the  governor  or  executive  authority  of  the  several  states,  whose  citlicas 
respectively  shall  be  the  subject  of  the  proposed  exchange,  to  negociate  and  settle  soek 
"^change  in  the  manner  and  on  the  terms  they  shall  Judge  reasonable  and  expedle&t."^ 

vnuUs  of  Congress. 
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vessels  coud  be  procured  to  bring  it  orer  from  St.  Martins,  (it 
being  an  article  that  woud  cause  them  much  trouble,  in  case  of 
being  met  by  Brittish  Men  War  or  Privateers)  nor  any  be  induced 
to  stop  for  it  in  their  way  to  America, — ^This  being  the  case,  my 
House  almost  dispaird  of  doing  anything  in  the  matter, — but  of 
late  urged  on  by  my  further  orders,  occasiond  by  the  rei)eated 
enquirys  of  Mr.  Vanzandt,  concerning  it,  they  determined  to  send 
over  a  small  fast  sailing  vessell  of  their  own,  (there  being  no 
other  to  be  procured  at  any  rate)  at  all  hazards, — more  specially 
at  this  time  as  the  Continental  Brig  Eagle  Packet,  (dispatchd  to 
them  by  the  Honourable  the  Commer'l  Committee  of  Congress, 
for  the  express  puri>ose  of  procuring  a  load  of  Gun  Powder  for 
the  Use  of  the  United  States)  was  able  to  take  it  in, — ^her  full 
cargo  not  being  them  to  be  bought. — The  pressing  solicitation  of 
the  Hon'l  Committee  for  Powder  and  the  very  favourable 
opportunity,  as  I  before  mentiond,  induced  my  House  to  send 
over  a  vessell  of  their  own,  which  was  accordingly  laden  with 
some  Chests  of  Arms  &  208  Barrels  of  the  Powder,  but  on  her 
return  under  the  lee  of  St.  Eustatia,  she  was  boarded  (in  a  Calm) 
by  a  Privateer  of  the  Ennemy's  and  carried  to  Anguilla  where 
8he  was  detaind  and  libelld,  notwithstanding  she  was  under 
Dutch  Colours  and  regular  clearances  for  her  Cargo.  My  House 
on  advice  thereoflf,  immediately  applyd  to  the  Governor  of  St. 
Eustatia  for  redress  who  without  loss  of  time  dispatchd  the  Com- 
mandant in  a  Flag  of  Truce  to  General  Burt,  commander  of  the 
Leeward  Carribee  Islands,  demanding  restitntiou  of  vessell  and 
Cargo, — no  answer  was  received  when  the  last  vessell  came  away. 
The  Governor  demanded  that  all  charges  attending  the  Flag 
Truce,  shoud  be  paid  by  my  house,  which  they  were  obliged  to 
comply  with,  and  as  is  usual  will  come  pretty  high, — they  had 
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no  opd««  for  this, — but  as  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  the] 

the  affair  as  if  it  had  been  their  own. — Hope  Sir!  it 

with  jo.ur  approbation. 

I  shall  be  carefull  to  convey  you  General  Burt's  ans 

any  other  circumstances  attending  the  affair  as   soon 

reach  me  and  shoud  be  glad  to  hear  from  your  Exce 

steps  you  wish  to  be  taken,  if  the  answer  is  not  favoural 

you  think  proper  to  carry  on  a  prosecution  it  may  be 

to  invest  us  with  proper  powers,  which  wish  to  take 

inji9elf  as  propose  embarking  for  St.  Eustatia  ere  loi 

shall  be  happy  to  receive  your  commands  on  this,  or 

subject.    I  am  with  x>^rfect  respect.  Sir,  Your  most  hu 

Sam.  Ci 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esquire. 


[No.  2519.] 

Petition  in  Behalf  of  Christian  Becker-g  Son,  Rhinebecl 
September  10,  1779.* 


[No.  2520.] 

MoHcom  Morison  Makes  Application  That  His  Wife  aw< 
Be  Foricarded  to  New  York. 

New  York.  S«pt 
Sir.  I  am  informed  that  prior  to  this,  my  wife  made  application  to  yo 
for  Permission  to  come  with  my  Children  to  me  here,  but  that  on  ace 
important  matters  which  then  called  for  your  imediate  attention,  your  E 
act  leisure  to  determine  upon  the  propriety  of  the  application,  and.  ther 
not  then  obtain  the  Permission. 

I  have  ever  and  do  still  retain  too  high  a  Sence  of  the  Tenderness  o: 
lency's  feelings  and  the  Goodness  of  your  Heart,  to  suppose  you  did  me 
me  or  them  of  the  natural  and  religious  Rights  to  which  we  are  intitle<] 
alliance.  And.  do  rather  suppose,  that  their  not  being  as  yet  permltte 
owing  to  a  neglect  in  my  wife  in  not  reminding  your  Elxcellency  of  her  fo 
Uon. 

I  haTe  now  a  Prospect  of  a  Flag  from  Vorplanks  Point,  for  the  so 
mewing  an  application  to  your  Excellency  on  that  Subject    And  I  do  c 
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iBUCftt  your  Etxcellency.  that  your  Excellency  will  grant  a  Permisaion  for  my  wife 
ud  CMIdren  to  come  and  remain  with  me.  To  press  upon  your  Excellency  the  Justice 
of  this  Request,  or  to  influence  you  by  any  arguments  or  Reasons,  we'd  I  conceiye  be 
nperlhious  and  troublesome.  And  I  flatter  myself  that  the  meer  application  will 
nidUy  meet  with  your  E«xcellency's  concurrence.  And  I  doubt  not  but  your  Excellency 
Ytll  tfford  her  and  my  Children  all  that  countenance  and  Protection  through  the 
Country  to  Verplanka  Point  (the  Place  to  which  I  wish  she  may  be  sent)  that  her 
(vrmer  Station  in  life  and  her  present  unhappy  Circumstances  can  claim  from  a  com- 
pusionste  mind.    I  am,  your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  H'ble  Serv't. 

Malcom  Morison.* 
To  hii  Excellency,  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  2521.] 

PhiUp  Schuyler  to  Oavernor  Clinton^  Relative  to  Matters  on  the 

Frontier. 

Saratoga  Sept.  11  1779. 

Dear  Sir,  Your  Exellency's  favor  of  the  27th  ult.  I  did  not 
receiye  until  last  night. 

Exclusive  of  the  pleasure  I  experience  in  complying  with  any 
request  from  you,  the  dutys  of  humanity  would  be  a  Sufficient 
motive  to  induce  my  best  exertions  to  procure  the  Information 
vou  desire.  I  shall,  therefore,  immediately  give  directions  for 
dispatching  some  trusty  Ondias  to  Colo.  Butler  with  a  letter 
from  me  to  that  officer  on  the  Subject  in  question,  to  which  I 
shall  add  a  proposal  to  Exchange  such  of  our  prisoners  as  niay 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians  and  do  myself  the  pleasure  to 
transmit  you  his  answer  as  soon  as  I  receive  it.  A  Party  of 
Tories  &  Indians  has  lately  been  fourteen  miles  below  this;  they 
took  a  tory  whom  they  suffered  to  return  next  day;  he  confesses 
they  came  for  a  Major  Taylor  who  is  an  active  and  Zeoulous 
whig.  The  party  was  victualled  by  some  of  the  Tories  on  the 
frontiers.  I  sincerely  wish  measures  were  adopted  to  move 
those  vermin  either  to  the  Interior  part  of  the  Country,  or  to 
the  Enemy;  they  would  do  to  Exchange  such  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  State  which  are  in  Canada. 

*8ce  iMkce  f79. 

18 
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The  bearer  of  this  is,  Major  Gratiam,  whose  sister's  husl 
is  with  the  Enemjj  be  wishes  she  should  be  sent  there;  she 
her  children  might  do  to  recover  Colo.  CampbelTs  wife  &  < 
dren  who  where  taken  at  Cherry  Vallej, 

I  anij  D'r  Sir,  very  respectfully  and  affectionately  your  E: 
tency'a  most  obedient  Humble  Servant 

His  Ex.  Gov.  ClintoD  &c» 


Pb:  Schuyk 


[1^0.  2522.] 
Albanians  Petition  for  Di\  Van  Dyek's  Return, 

To  Ills  Exceileocy  Geof^e  Cilnion  Baqr.  Gc  vera  or  of  tbe  St&t«  tit  New  Yort, 
Conjjnanaer  In  chief  Qf  tba  M&llUa  tUereof  Ac.  *:C,  &c. 

The  FetlUoQ  oC  iba  Subsi^rlbctfi  labablUuts  and  Freeboldera  of  Ui«  Cttr  and  Cc 
ol  Albanj'  In  ibe  »ald  State  Humbly  sbewoth* 

That  Heary  Van  Dyck,  Late  of  tbe  wiid  City  af  Albany,  Practlaloner  of  Phyiks, 
among  otbcra  beea  aent  witbLn  tbe  llnea  at  the  ELoemy,  bf  the  Commii«boen 
pointed  to  detect  add  defeat  all  Cooaplrftciofi  formed  agatnat  tbia  State,  by  Tlrtua 
e«rtala  act  mad^  nod  passed  for  tbat  purpose,  by  the  Lie^atatura  of  tlie  aald  Stat' 

And,  wbereaa,  wo  ftre  «atlall£^d  that  tlio  lald  Henry  Vaja  Dyck  remalaa  with  tlie  S; 
mucb  agafuBt  b.la  Incllnatloa,  and  tbat  be  la  «9ttremely  anxlona  to  return  booiti 
we  alfio  bavf]  good  reoion  to  beUe?e  from  tbe  ge<Q<^ra.]  tenor  of  hla  cod  duet  durlii 
preaent  War  tbat  b^  was  not,  nnr  la  be  now  a  dangeroua  Person  to  ibe  Llbertlei 
Indep«Q^uaee  of  tbo  American  Statea.  Tbat  by  an  extensive  practice  Id  pbjslL 
aatd  Doctor  was  Tery  neceagary  to  a  number  of  respectable  Cltl^etia 
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[No.  2523.] 
A  Number  of  Women  ani  Children  Sent  Through  the  Lines  to  the 

Enemy. 

Permission  is  granted  to  the  following  Persons  to  go  within  the  Enemy's  L4ne8  to 
wit,  Abigail  Parent  (?)  and  six  Cbildren,  Marian  Baker  and  nine  Children,  Ruth  Cock 
and  three  Children.  Mary  Evans  and  four  Children,  Sarah  Deen,  Sarah  Kodine  and 
five  Children,  Elizabeth  Whitney  and  one  Child,  Sarah  McKeel  and  four  Children, 
Anne  Barton,  Hannah  Weeks,  Aflllan&h  Weeka  and  four  Children,  Anne  Anthony  and 
two  Children,  Susannah  Wright  and  one  Child,  Judah  Maybe  &  three  Children,  Jane 
Demi  It.  Freelove  Ramson  &  seven  Children  and  Mary  Dickenson  and  three  Children, 
with  their  Bedding  &  wearing  apparel,  with  such  Provisions  for  their  immediate  Sub- 
sistence thither  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the 
District  to  w'ch  they  respectively  belong,  provided  this  Permission  shall  not  extend 
to  the  Children  of  any  of  the  above  Persons  being  males  capable  of  bearing  arms,  & 
provided  also  previous  Leave  is  obtained  from  the  officer  in  the  Continental  army 
command's  at  the  Line.  The  above  Persons  not  to  return. 
Kingston  15  Sep.  1779. 


[No.  2524.] 
Mrs,  TiittU  Alloired  to  Pass  to  Canada. 

Albany  Sept'r  15th  1779. 
Sir,  I  take  the  Liberty  to  Recommend  to  your  Excellency  Major 
John  Graham  of  my  Regimint,  who  is  desireous  of  obtaining  a 
Flag  to  get  his  Sister  with  a  largo  Family  of  small  Children 
conveyed  to  her  Husband  in  Canada,  who  left  her  in  the  month 
of  May  last  with  little  to  sui)p<irt  her,  and  mu-st  from  her  present 
Inability  if  not  Removed  shortly  become  a  Burthen  to  the  Com- 
munity.     I    am,    with   Respect    &    Esteem,   your    Excellencies 

Obedient  Servant 

G.  V.  Schaick. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


IG  Sep.  1779,  Kingston. 

Sir,  I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  yesterday  and  hereby 

signify  my  Consent  to  the  Removal   of  Mrs.  Tuthil  &   Family 

(Males  capable  of  bear  g  arms  excepted)  in  such  manner  &  upon 

such  Conditions  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  yourself  and  General 

Schuyler.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Van  Schaick.] 
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[No.  2525.] 

Oovemor  Clinton  Suggests  to  General  Schuyler  the  Exchange  df  He 
Campbell  Family  for  the  TuthtU  FamUy. 

Kingston  Bep'r  16,  1779. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  11**  Iwt, 
and  thank  you  for  taking  upon  you  the  Trouble  of  direcfg  In- 
quiries into  the  Situation  of  the  Citizens  of  this  State,  Prisooert 
with  the  Savages,  and  of  pursuing  the  proper  measures  for 
effecting  their  Liberation. 

I  have  not  the  least  objection  to  the  sending  of  Mrs.  Tuthil 
&  Family  into  Canada  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  agreed  upoi 
by  yourself  and  the  commanding  Officers  at  Albany  and  shal 
be  particularly  happy  if  by  this  means,  the  wife  of  Colo.  Cam|) 
bell  &  her  Children,  may  be  permitted  to  return  into  the  Oountr; 
in  Exchange  for  them. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  Commissioners  at  Albany,  request'g  then 

to  confine  the  disaffected  on  the  Frontiers  of  that  County  i 

such  Places  as  will  render  it  difficult  for  them  to  continue  i 

future  the  Practices  vou  mention.    I  am  &c. 

.   [G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Schuyler.] 


[No.  2526.] 

To  Shut   off   Comtnunication    Bdirven    the   Disaffected   and    Thei 
Frii^nds,  the  Enemy. 

Albany  15th  Sept.  1770. 

Sir,  Major  John  Graham  by  whom  this  will  be  delivered  you 

ExivlK^niv  is  dtsimus  ihat  his  Sister  Mi-s.  Turtle  should  be  pt-i 

mittiHl  to  jro  tu  her  Husband  in  Canada:  we  are  of  opinion  tha 

by  gratifying:  his  Keqm^t.  the  State  will  be  no  Ways  injured  an 
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could  wish  that  the  Families  of  all  those  that  are  gone  over  to 
tke  Enemy  might  be  sent  within  their  Lines,  as  they  are  only 
a  Burden  to  the  State  and  by  their  means,  a  Correspondence  is 
kept  up  between  the  Enemy  and  Country.  We  are,  with  the 
greatest  Respect,  your  Excellency's  most  Obed't  Servant 

Jer.  V.  Rensselaer,  John  M.  Beeckman,  Isaac  D.  Fonda,  Com- 
missure of  Conspiracies. 
His  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 


16  Sept.  1779  Kingston. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  favor^  with  your  Letter  of  yeeterday  and 
lia?e  granted  the  Permission  you  requested. 

J  am  just  informed  from  respectable  authority,  that  there  are  a 
Number  of  disaffected  People  on  the  Frontiers  of  your  County 
who  harbour  small  Parties  of  the  Enemy  &  Band®^  of  Robbers 
that  distresB  the  well  affected  Inhabitants  in  those  Quarters, 
and  who  also  probably  give  Intelligence  of  the  movements  & 
Operations  of  our  army  and  the  general  State  of  the  Country, 
As  the  going  at  large  of  those  People  is  dangerous  to  the  State, 
tbey  come  properly  under  your  Cognizance,  &  I  co^d  wish,  there- 
fore, that  Measures  might  be  taken  for  removing  them  into  the 
more  interior  Parts  of  your  County  &  confining  them,  so  as  to 
prevent  them  as  much  as  possible  from  committing  the  like  Prac- 
tices in  future.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Commissioners  of  Conspiracies,  at  Albany.] 
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EingBton  24  Sep'r  1779. 
Sir,  1  this  Evening  rec'd  your  Letter  of  the  2l8t."  inclo'g  one 
from  Mr.  Morrison  desir'g  Permission  for  his  wife  &  Family  with 
their  Effects  to  remove  within  your  Lines.  I  should  be  happy  in 
granting  this,  if  a  Denial  of  similar  Indulgenoee  to  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  this  State  in  the  (Country  who  have  their  wives  & 
Families  at  New  York  &  on  Long  Island  did  not  at  present  pre- 
vent me;  none  of  these  have,  as  I  recollect,  been  suffered  to 
come  out,  unless  by  Exchange,  and  whenever  you  will  transmit 
me  proper  assurances  that  a  suitable  Family,  such  as  I  shall 
name,  will  be  suffered  to  come  into  the  CJountry  for  Mr.  Mor- 
rison's, I  will  most  chearfully  comply  as  far  as  in  my  Power 

with  your  Bequest.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Beverly  Bobinson.] 


[No.  2530.] 

The  Governor  DcmV^  the  Request  of  Margaret  Crooke  io  Visit  Her 

Father. 

New  York,  Sep.  15,  1779. 

Sir:  1  have  been  lately  informed  that  my  Father  Col.  Thomas 
Ellison  at  Now  Winsor  has  been  dangerously  ill,  &  although  he 
is  somewhat  better  now,  yet  his  Physician  has  given  it  as  his 
opinion  that  he  cannot  live  long.  I  feel  the  utmost  anxiety  to 
set*  my  Father  bi^fore  he  dies;  especially  as  I  have  been  seperated 
fn>m  him  for  almost  throe  years.  I  Therefore  request  your  per- 
mission to  pass  throujrh  the  American  Lines,  in  order  to  pay  a 
8hi»rt  visit  to  my  Father.  &  then  return  to  this  City;  as  I  am 
solely  intluenoed  by  affection  &  a  Sense  of  Duty  to  an  aged  & 
exollaut  i>an*nt  to  undertake  this  Journey,  I  flatter  myself  this 
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Request  will  not  be  denied.    I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir,  your 

ery  humble  Servant 

Margaret  Orooke. 
lis  Excellency  G,  Clinton  Esq. 


24  Sep'r  1779. 
Madam;  I  have  rec'd  your  Letter  of  the  15  Inst,  request'g  my 
Jberty  to  visit  your  Father.  Your  sister  Mrs.  Colden  yesterday 
obtained  my  Permission  and  intends  speedily  to  go  into  New 
fork  to  visit  her  Husband,  from  whence  it  is  to  be  concluded 
hat  Colo.  Ellison  is  so  far  recovered  in  his  present  Indisposition 
IS  to  be  out  of  Danger.  I  shall  always  be  happy  in  grant'g  every 
Indulgence,  &  shall  with  Pleasure  comply  with  your  Request 
when  this  is  rendered  consistent  with  my  Duty  by  recii>rocal  Con- 
duct on  the  Part  of  the  Enemy,  who  have  as  yet  refused  even  to 
the  wives  of  the  Officers  belon'g  to  this  State  in  Captivity  the 
Lib»  rty  of  visiting  their  Husbands. 

[To  Mrs.  Margaret  Crooke.]  [G.  c.] 


[No.  2531.] 
Henry  Wisner  R-equcsts  a  Guard  for  Minisink. 

Goshen  Sept.  24th  1779. 
Sir,  I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  your  Excellencey  that  the 
people  of  Orrange  Exerted  themselves  (I  believe)  Equal  to  any 
in  the  state  in  Raising  the  Eight  Months;  indeed  three  ware 
Raised  in  Minisink;  the  people  of  the  Frontiers  think  themselves 
hardly  dealt  with  in,  never  having  a  Guard  of  them  when  their 
Niegbours  of  Peenpaght  are  Crowded  even  to  distress;  we  heard 
your  Excellency  had  orderd  Ninety  men  to  Peenpaght  &  Mini- 
«ink,  but  to  our  great  mortifieation  on  applying  to  Capt.  Wood 
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at  Peenpagbt  for  a  small  guard,  we  ware  told  he  bad  no  orders 

to  let  any  go. 

Your  Excellency  knows  the  Cituation  of  the  Country,  and  I 

flatter  myself  as  soon  as  you  know  circumstances,  you  will  ord» 

part  of  guard  now  at  Peenpaght  to  Minisink,  which  will  greatly 

ease  the  minds  of  the  people  of  both  places.    I  am,  with  dne 

Regards,  your  Excellency's  Most  Hum.  Serv't 

Henry  Wisner. 
To  his  Excell'v  Governor  Clinton. 


The   Governor   Lays   Before   the   Legislature   Additional   Acts  of 

Congress. 

•Gentlemen,  This  Message  is  accompanied  with  three  Resdo- 

tions  of  Congress,  one  of  the  21st  of  August,  on  the  Subject  of 

an  Embargo  ;t  one  of  the  25th  of  August,  against  Restrictions  on 

the  inland  Trade  between  the  States4  and  the  third  of  the  10th 

Instant,  for  providing  Clothing  for  the  Troops  ;§  and  a  printed 

*From  Journals  of  the  Legislature. 

tTbe  committee,  coDsistlng  of  Mr.  Matthews.  Mr.  Forhes  and  Mr.  Root,  to  whom  vtf 
recommitted  their  report  on  the  resolution  of  the  supreme  executiye  council  of  PecD- 
sylvania.  relative  to  an  embargo,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read;  whereupon  Con- 
gress  came  to  the  following  resolution: 

Rcsolvfd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  such  of  the  state*  as  haTe  embargoes  existing  in 
them,  respectively  to  continue  such  embargoes  until  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and 
if  such  embargoes  do  not  comprehend  the  whole  of  the  following  articles,  vis.,  wheat 
flour,  rye.  Indian  com,  rice,  bread,  beef,  pork,  bacon  and  liTe-stock,  to  extend  tbetr 
embargoes  respectively  to  the  aforesaid  articles,  and  also  to  «11  other  kind  of  prorisions 
not  herein  enumerated;  and  to  such  other  of  the  states  as  hare  not  embargoea  in  exist- 
ence, to  take  the  most  effectual  and  immediate  measures  to  lay  on  embargoes  for  the 
purposes  before  mentioned.— Jourmi7«  of  Conffress. 

tThe  resolution  alluded  to  was  adopted  by  Congrea*  and  eamastly  reoommeDded  to 
the  several  sutes  to  take  off  every  restriction  on  the  Inland  trade  between  the  states. 

S September  10th.  Congress  adopted  resolutions  on  a  report  of  the  Board  of  War,  which 
provided  that  each  state  should  proride  clothing  for  its  own  quota  of  troops. 

"That  particular  attention  be  paid  to  the  articles  of  hats,  hose,  ■hirta.  blankets  and 
shoes,  which  are  indispensably  necessary  and  immediately  wanted,  and  without  which 
the  troops  must  severely  suffer:" 

"That  the  executive  powers  of  the  several  states  be  requested  to  correspond  with  the 
board  of  war.  from  time  to  time,  informing  them  of  their  proceedings  and  prospects 
in  the  clothing  business:  that  every  assistance  may  be  given  where  necessary  by  the 
said  i>oard.  when  the  continental  stock  will  admit  thereof  and  continental  purchasers 
be  t^topF^^d  when  a  sufficiency  of  clothing  is  provided: 

"That  it  be  also  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  respectlTe  states  to  take 
measures  for  preventing  any  competition  of  prices  among  the  purchaaera,  whether  oa 
account  of  ihe  continent  or  particular  states."— Journals  of  Congrc99.    See  page  201. 
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Copy  of  a  Circular  Letter,  of  the  13th  Instant,  addressed  from 

Congress  to  their  Constituents.* 

Geo.  Clinton.f 
Kingston,  September  24,  1779. 

*The  circular  letter  whicb  was  promulgated  'bj  Congrees  on  the  13th  of  September, 
was  the  famous  document  on  the  finances  of  the  country*  that  was  drafted  by  John 
Jay.  at  that  time  president  of  Congress. 

tFrom  Philadelphia  under  date  of  Septe^fber  25th,  1779,  John  Jay  wrote  to  QoTemor 
Clinton: 

Whether  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  24th  inst.,  providing  for  the  settlement 
of  all  disputes  between  New  York  and  her  neighhours,  as  well  as  revolted  citizens,  will 
please  my  constituents  as  mucb  as  tiiey  do  me  Is  uncertain.  Nor  am  I  convinced  of  tQie 
prudence  of  committing  to  paper  all  the  reasons  which  Jnduce  me  to  think  them  (all 
circumstsjices  considered)  perfectly  right.  Some  of  them,  however,  I  shall  communicate. 
My  first  object  on  coming  here  was  to  prevail  upon  Congress  to  interpose,  though  in  the 
smallest  degree;  well  knowing,  that  if  they  once  interfered  ever  so  litUe,  they  mig^ht  with 
more  ease  be  led  to  a  further  and  more  effectual  interposition. 

Soon;  after  my  arrival,  I  found  the  following  objections  to  an  interference  with  Vermont 
generally  prevailing. 

1st.  That  Congress,  being  instituted  for  the  sole  purpose  of  opposing  the  tyranny  of 
Britain,  and  afterward  of  establishing  our  independence,  ihad  no  authority  to  interfere 
in  the  particular  quarrels  of  any  State.  Hence  all  their  former  resolutions  on  tihe  sub- 
ject were  merely  negaUve.  2d.  That  the  confederation  had  not  yet  taken  place,  and  that 
the  business  iOiould  be  postponed  until  all  Hhe  States  had  acceded:  an  event  then  daily 
expected.  3d.  That  it  was  an  improper  season  to  interfere,  and  that  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  general  objects  of  the  war.  4th.  That  harsh 
measures  against  Vermont  might  induce  tlhem  to  Join  the  enemy  and  increase  their 
force.  5th.  That  they  possessed  a  strong  country,  were  numerous,  warlike,  and  deter- 
mined; and  that  more  force  would  be  required  to  reduce  them,  than  could  be  spared 
from  the  general  defence. 

These  were  some  of  the  ostensible  objections.  Besides  which  I  had  reason  to  suspect 
the  following  private  ones: 

1st.  That  divers  peretons  of  some  consequence  in  Congress  and  New  England  expected  to 
advance  their  fortunes  by  lands  in  Vermont.  M.  That  Vermont  acquiring  strengfh  by 
time,  would  become  actually  independent,  and  afterward  acknowledged  to  be  so.  3d.  That 
being  settled  by  New  England  people,  and  raised  into  consequence  by  New  England 
poUUcs,  it  would  be  a  fifth  New  England  State,  and  become  a  valuable  accession 
of  strength  both  in  and  out  of  Congress.  4th.  That  ancient  animosities  between  New 
York  and  New  England  naturally  inclining  the  former  to  side  with  the  middle  and 
southern  States,  the  less  formidable  she  was  the  better,  and  tihcrefore  the  loss  or  sepa- 
ration of  that  terri-tory  was  rather  to  be  wisfhed  for  than  opposed.  These  and  many  other 
considerations  of  the  like  nature  induced  me  to  postpone  bringing  on  the  matter  till  I 
could  have  an  opportunity  of  preparing  the  way  for  it  by  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the 
characters  then  in  Congress,  etc.  * 

It  is  also  proper  to  observe  that  the  House  was  for  the  greater  part  of  the  winter 
so  heated  by  divisioiM  on  points  of  general  importance,  that  it  would  have  been  improper 
and  imprudent  to  have  called  upon  them  to  decide  on  fhis  delicate  business  till  more 
temper  and  calmness  had  taken  place.  When  these  began  to  appear  the  subject  was  in- 
troduced, and  you  have  had  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  proposed  by  New  York  on  that 
occasion.  Against  them  all  objections  before  mentioned  operated,  with  this  additional 
one.  that  it  would  be  highly  unjust  and  impolitic  to  determine  against  Vermont,  with- 
out previous  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  their  claims,  and  giving  them  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard.  This  objection,  so  far  as  It  respected  tflieir  claim  to  independence,  was  ab- 
surd though  plausible;  but  it  was  not  to  be  overcome;  and  though  we  might  have  car- 
ried a  resolution  against  it  by  a  slender  majority,  that  majority  would  have  consisted  of 
southern  menders  against  a  vlolpnt  opposition  from  New  England  and  Lhelr  adherents. 
A  resolution  carried  under  such  circumstances  would  rather  have  encouraged  than  dis- 
heartened Vermont,  and  was,  therefore.  Ineligible. 

Hence  I  conceived  It  to  be  exptMlifnt  to  promote  the  measure  of  appointing  a  com- 
mittee of  inquiry;  knowing  that  If  Congress  proceeded  to  Inquire,  It  would  be  a  ground 
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for  pressing  them  to  go  further  and  determine,  CBpeclally  at  'I  was  apprUed  that  ttt 
result  of  these  inquiries  would  be  in  our  favor. 

The  committee,  you  know,  never  had  a  formal  meeting;  it.  nevertheleaa,  had  lU  mm. 
The  individual  reports  of  the  members  who  composed  it  advanced  our  cause;  and  erei 
Mr.  ^\ntherBpoon,  who  was  and  is  suspected  by  New  York,  made  representatloBS  In  ov 
favour. 

Your  last  resolutions  were  of  infinite  service,  by  evincing  the. moderation.  Justice,  aad 
liberality,  and.  at  the  same  time,  the  spirit  of  the  State.  On  the  other  hand,  the  law  •( 
Vermont  for  whipping,  cropping,  and  branding  your  maglstnates  made  an  impresrica 
greatly  to  their  disadvantage.  Before  these  emotions  should  hSTe  time  to  robilde,  M 
well  in  observance  of  our  instructions,  I  pressed  Congress  from  day  to  day  to  adopt  «Kh 
measures  as  the  public  exigencies  called  for,  and  thereby  prevent  the  flames  of  civil  war 
from  raging.  It  would  not,  I  believe,  have  been  difBcolt  to  have  obtained  what  Mas 
among  you  would  call  very  spirited  and  pointed  resolutions,  but  which.  In  my  oplntan, 
would  have  been  very  imprudent  ones;  because,  among  other  reasons,  they  would  not 
have  been  unanimous.  You  will  fled  the  recitals  and  particular  resoluticns  numlberid 
in  the  margin  of  the  copy  herewith  enclosed,  from  1  to  13.  I  shall  trouble  you  with  i 
few  explanatory  remarks  on  each  of  them,  under  heads  numbered  in  like  manner. 

1st  and  2d.  These  recitals  were  inserted  to  show  the  reason  ^Mhy  Congreea  now  pro- 
ceed without  the  report  of  the  committee,  after  having  resolved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  till  their  report  should  be  made. 

3d.  Tills  recital  justifies  the  facts  set  forth  in  your  representations,  and  in  esse  sa 
appeal  to  the  public  should  become  necessary,  may  be  used  with  advantage  to  New  Yorlc. 

4ih.  TTais  recital  destroys  the  doctrine  that  the  Union  (independent  of  the  articles  of 
confederation)    had   no  other  object  than    security   against  foreign    invasions. 

dth.  This  ncital  is  calculated  to  impress  the  people  with  an  opinion  of  the  reasonable- 
ness and  policy  of  the  requisition  or  recommendation  which  follows,  and  therefore  wHl 
the  more  readily  induce  those  States  to  adopt  the  measures  recommended  to  them. 

6th.  You  nr.ay  inquire  for  what  reason  I  con£entcd  to  this  recital,  as  it  puts  MsfM- 
chusetts  and  New  Hampshire  on  a  footing  with  New  York;  whereas  1  well  kn^w  ti:a: 
New  York  alone  had  a  right  to  claim  jurisdiction  over  Vermont.  My  reasons  were  tbise: 
Vermont  extends  over  Connecticut  River  into  the  acknowledged  Jurisdiction  of  N«« 
Hampthin':  as  to  Massachusetts,  the  retital  admits  only  her  claims,  not  her  title,  and 
it  is  as  impossible  to  deny  the  existence?  of  claims  when  made,  as  it  is  to  pnvtnt  them. 
Tboir  dt^-Itfnites  pointedly  ajsserted  and  insisted  on  the  claim  of  MaAsachus.tts;  aid  it 
appeared  to  m(>  expedient  to  provide  for  a  speedy  determination  of  all  claims  agaiaA 
us.  however  Ill-founded.  You  may  further  ask  why  Vermont  Is  made  a  party?  The  r«t- 
son  is  this:  that  by  being  allowed  a  hearing,  the  candour  and  moderation  t-t  Cur.xnF* 
may  be  n signed  from  aspersions:  and  that  these  people,  after  having  been  fully  li.^rl. 
may  liave  nothing  to  say  or  complain  of.  in  case  the  decision  of  Congress  be  3^:1'!"'''  t^*"). 
of  which   I  have  no  doubt. 

Till.  It  is  true  that  by  this  re.solution  the  merits  of  former  settlements  wi::i  C..(r-» 
Stat4S  will  bo  again  the  subject  of  inquiry,  discussion  and  decision:  and  thtrtfiri  :t 
may  at  flis^t  tight  appear  impropir;  but  these  settlements  will  still  nmaiu  nn^K  'r>.- 
dinoi'  of  our  rights,  howivor  objectionable  they  may  be  represented  to  he  by  :h'"«^ 
Stall s.  Nor  will  Congress  br  cosily  prevailed  upon  to  annul  them,  because  in  that  raw 
all  ih'tr  bi.uL-darit'S  would  be  afloat.  Besides,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  much  bi't'er  for  N(« 
York  to  pain  a  permanent  peace  with  thtir  neighbours  by  submitting  to  these  i:r:'- 
vonii  iKi-s.  than  by  an  impolitic  adherence  to  strict  rights,  and  a  rigid  obs*-rvanoe  tf  '^*' 
dlriA'.vii  of  diKiilty  and  pride,  remain  exposed  to  perpetual  dissensions  and  encroachroect. 
Peai'r  and  istabli.xhcd  boundarii^.  under  our  circumstances,  are,  I  think,  aln.o^'. 
i^.^'^tlnlaMl•. 

s:.i.  Th;   r«ason  of  this  is  asslgnrd  in  the  last  sciilencc  undi  r  the  6th  head. 

fM.'.i.  For  tin  s;iin»^  purpti.s*-  of  pn-MTviric  t"-.o  aiip^arance  of  equality  in  <laini^.  «!i4'- 
evi-r  dlfTtniKi-  tliorc  may  bo  in  titl«s.  the  three  States  are  mL'ntioned  in  this*  r- ■ - 
i»ii;!n<  iiilatmn.  The  nl>jeot  of  it  is  a  Pct:lrm»*iiL  of  all  dii^utes  respecting  inierferlog 
UTAi'.^.  in  •  .i>  V.  rn.oiu  j'ht.uid  ho  aU^'.ishotl.  and  that  dl*:rict  in  part,  or  in  the  wli  Is. 
a.ljuil^    1  t.i  .  1:111  r  of  t:v    thrt-i-  Statt>. 

l'«'h.  1  .iin   sur<«  >(»u  will  ailniir  my  pruiii  t:.  ■    in  cixing  ynur  choice  for  t'.ils  r»«utu:ii)S. 

11!. I.  A.--  it  was  r.nr  ;ilis,  lut- ly  »fnaii;  that  .\>w  1  lamps' '.iite  and  Massachusetts  wi  ul-i 
pa."*  thi^  laws  In  nuiv-;:in.  a:id  as  I  wa«  sun*  that  N«  w  York  would,  it  appeannl  to  mr 
iiiK.ly  i\]Hdifiu  ti»  rr"ViiJi.  by  il.is  rts«'luti^n.  that  the  di.<^pute  be:ween  New  York  an4 
ViTiiiuiit    bhould   b>'  d»  Tornni.i  d.   wherlit-r   t^•••  uthvr  :wo  States  came  in  or  do;  and.  k*l 
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•  former  soarantee  contain^  in  the  tenth  resolution  might  be  construed  to  be  con- 
isent,  and  to  depend  on  the  eYeni  of  all  the  three  States  adopting  the  measurea  rec- 
■BMStded  to  them,  it  la  here  repeated.  Tou  will  obaerve  that  neither  of  the  tiiree 
otes  are  to  Tote  on  tibe  decision. 

tttih  On  title  plan  of  hearing  Vermont,  this  resolution,  however  inconvenient,  became 
illsjii  rwaMr  Care,  however,  has  been  taken  in  it  to  exempt  all  persoma  from  their 
rlsdietion  who  profeae  allegiance  to  either  of  the  tihree  States.    But  you  will  say.  Why 

the  three  States?  Why  not  to  New  York  only;  from  whom  they  revolted,  and  under 
iioee  actual  Jurisdiction  they  last  were?  Because  it  would  have  clashed  with  the 
iualtty  of  daiuM  before  mentioned,  and  the  Ica^t  opposition  to  which  wou'.d  have  pre- 
»nted  these  resolutions  from  being  unanimous;  a  circumstance,  in  my  opinion,  infinitely 
ore  Taluable  than  the  preservation  of  useless  etiquette.  And,  further,  because  the  dis- 
Ict  is  here  so  described  as  to  extend  over  the  river  and  affect  New  Hampshire.  In  a 
tyrd,  tCie  necessity  of  the  resolution  was  so  obvious  that  there  was  no  avoiding  it. 
hese  Inconveniences  will  be  temporary,  and,  if  the  principles  laid  down  in  it  are  ob- 
erred,  will  not  be  very  great;  especially  as  Congress  have  determined  a  violation  of  it 
)  be  a  breach  of  the  peace  of  the  confederacy,  and  have  declared  their  resolution  to 
laictain. 

13th.  This  resolution  needs  no  comment,  the  policy  and  Justice  of  it  being  extremely 
vident.  Anxious  to  avoid  a  moment's  delay  in  sending  you  these  resolutions,  I  have  not 
ime  by  this  opportunity  of  adding  anything  further  than  that  upon  this  occasion  I  have 
icted  according  to  the  best  of  my  Judgment,  after  having  maturely  considered  and  well 
veighed  the  force  and  tendency  of  every  consideration  and  circumstance  affecting  the 
Kuinees  in  question.  When  I  first  received  my  special  commission,  I  did  not  appre- 
ae^d  that  this  matter  was  in  a  more  particular  manner  confided  to  me  than  to  my  col- 
l»gues.  though  some  of  them  considered  it  in  that  light.  The  commLseion  vested  me 
with  no  further  power  than  what  any  other  of  your  delegates  possessed;  nor  was  any 
matter  given  more  particularly  in  charge  to  me  tihan  to  the  others  >by  the  Legislature. 
Tlieir  late  instructions,  however,  speak  a  different  language.  I  am  satisfied  to  be  viewed 
in  that  light,  that  is,  to  be  the  responsible  man;  and,  provided  the  measures  I  adopt 
are  not  thwarted  I  am  confident  that  I  shall  be  able  to  bring  all  these  matters  to  a 
hacipy  conclusion.  I  hope,  however,  that  this  will  not  be  considered  as  a  hint  for  my 
being  continued  in  the  delegation:  I  assure  you,  noibing  but  an  adherence  to  the  reso- 
lutions and  principle©  of  action  I  adopted  and  professed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  wculd  induce  me  to  remain  here  at  the  expense  of  health  as  well  as  property;  for 
taongh  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  serve  my  country  when  called  upon,  I  shall  always  be 
iippy  to  find  it  consistent  with  my  duty  to  remain  a  private  citizen.    I  am  sir. 


[No.  2532.] 
THE  DEPRECIATED  CUKRENCY. 

Massachusetts  Suggests  a  Convention  at  Hartford  to  Consider  the 
Financial  Complications. 
State  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 
Council  Cliainl)er,  Boston,  Sept'r  28th  1779. 
Sir,  The  good  People  of  this  State  greatly  alarm'd  at  the  late 
rapid  Depreciation  of  our  Currency,*  have  by  a  meeting  of  theii* 

"II  John  Jay's  notes  of  conference  with  Florida  Blanca,  who  was  the  Spanish  Secre- 
^  of  State  for  the  Indies,  Jay  writes: 

Thin  did  not.  however,  appear  to  convince  his  Exrellcncy,  who  spoke  much  of  the 
*wtagfd  state  of  our  finances  and  credit;  of  the  advantages  taken  of  Congress  by 
••whants  and  others,  who  availed  themselves  of  that  circumstance,  which  he  called 
<n»l  extortions,  frequently  expressing  the  King's  wishes  and  his  own  to  render  XmexVco^ 
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Delegates  at  Concord,  agreed  to  regulate  the  prices  of  the  most 
Considerable  Articles  of  Merchandize,  &  the  necessaries  of  Life, 
which  at  present  appears  likely  to  answer  very  good  &  Balntaiy 
purposes,  unless  destroyed  by  those  hawkers  &  Sharpers,  that 
have  heretofore,  so  largely  contributed  to  the  inconveniences  We 
now  feel.  But  a  regulation  in  this  Government  without  similar 
measures  are  adopted  by  our  Sister  States,  affords  Opportunity 
to  people  of  this  class  to  execute  all  their  refinement  in  Sharping 
&  tricking  greatly  to  the  damage  both  of  your  State  &  ours;  the 
mischiefs  arisiug  from  their  practices  have  already  been  verr 
apparent.  Such  large  quantities  of  goods  being  carried  from 
hence  as  threaten  us  with  so  great  a  Scarcity,  as  will  deprive  us 
of  the  means  for  procuring  bread  &  other  provisions,  of  which  we 
are  at  present  in  great  want;  Those  Monopilizers  having  made 
such  exertions  for  Transportation  that  the  price  of  Cattle  has 
almost  doubled  within  a  few  Weeks.  Those  measures  unless 
speedily  prevented  threaten  the  very  existence  of  the  Community. 
The  General  assembly  of  this  State  have,  then*fore,  been  under 
the  necessity  for  the  present,  of  making  an  Act  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  sundry  Articles  of  Merchandize  &  live  Stock  oat 
of  this  State.  Nothing  but  the  most  absolute  necessity,  could 
have  induced  us  to  enter  into  a  measure  which  may  appear  to 
militate  with  that  spirit  of  brotherly  love  &  Friendship  which 

all  the  service  in  their  power  in  this  crisis  of  their  affairs;  but  obser«'ed  that  it  vu 
impostiiblG  to  obtain  much  money  in  Europe  while  France,  England,  and  Spain  verc 
making  use  of  every  resource  to  obtain  it  for  the  enormous  expenses  of  the  war.  tnd 
while  the  channel  through  which  the  European  merchants  received  supplies  of  spedt 
was  stopped,  tIz.,  the  arrlTal  of  the  usual  quantity  from  America.  Thla  Induced  him 
to  mention  the  arrivml  At  Cadix  of  three  millions  of  piastres,  all  of  which  was  on 
account  of  the  merchantib  and  asaln  to  dwell  on  what  he  had  betora  said  of  the  povi- 
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the  American  States  ought  to  bear  to  each  other    &  for    our 
Common  interest  is  so  necessary  to  prevail  throughout  the  whole. 
In  Order,  therefore,  that  a  free  &  general  intercouse  may  take 
place  upon  principles  CJorrespondent  with  the  publick  good,  & 
effectually  to  cut  up  &  destroy  the  practices  of  those  people  who 
prey  both  ux>on  you  &  us.  We  take  the  liberty,  to  propose  a  con- 
sultation on  the  part  of  the  Governments  of  New  Hampshire, 
Rhode  Island,  CJonnecticut,  New  York,  &  Massachusetts  Bay  to 
be  holden  at  Hartford  on  the  Twentieth  day  of  October  next  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid  &  Thomas  Gushing  &  Nathaniel  Gorham 
Esqrs.  are  deputed  by  this  assembly  with  full  powers  to  appear 
on  the  i)art  of  this  State.    We  have  wrote  a  similar  letter  to 
the  several  States  above  mentioned  &  as  the  business  proposed 
appears  to  us  of  great  importance,  &  to  require  dispatch,  we 
shall  take  the  Liberty  to  direct  our  Commissioners  to  appear  at 
the  time  &  place  above  proposed  without  further  advice  from 
you.    We  have  only  to  request  you,  Sir,  to  lay  this  Letter  before 
the  Assembly  of  your  State,  if  setting  &  if  not  before  the  Council 
that  they  may  have  opportunity  to  take  such  measures  thereon, 
as  the  public  good  may  appear  to  them  to  require.    I  am.  In  the 
name  &  behalf  of  the  General  Assembly,  With  due  respect.  Your 

Excellency's  Most  Obed't  Hble.  Serv't 

Jer:  Powell,  Presid't. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  2533.]  ♦ 


te  transferred  to  and  consolidated  with  Document  2538  to  which  it 
BISTOBZAK. 
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[No.  2534.] 

JOHN  JAY  AS  MINISTER  TO  SPAIN. 

His  Wise  Sut/t/rstious  Timvhinfj  the  Momentous  Questions  Under 

Consideration. 

Ph'a  29  Sept.  1779. 

l>oar  Sir,  1  have  so  many  things  to  say,  and  so  little  Time  for 
tho  PuriMisis  that  1  hardly  know  where  to  begin  or  conclude.  The 
Im-nnvenieuoes  n  suiting  from  ihe  Derangement  of  our  Foreign 
allaii  s  are  at  length  i-emoved.*    Doet'r  Franklin  with  young  Col. 

•Krotu  Hoad  Ouartcr».  13  s'optt  niber.  1770,  Washinffton  wrote  Couct  d'Estaicg:  Harisg 
rrccivid  mtolligenoe  which  made  it  probable  that  a  squadron  of  his  most  CbrivtUui 
Maji  sty  was  approach iug  our  coast.  I  thought  It  my  duty  to  meet  you  with  the  earli'Sl 
advii-o  of  tho  situation  of  the  eucmy  in  this  quarter.  Admiral  Arbuthnot  arrived  at 
New  York  iho  :::>th  of  last  month,  with  a  reinforcement  under  his  convoy,  cooiiisticc 
from  the  best  accounts  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  of  about  three  thousand  men,  mostif 
recruits,  and  in  bad  health.  This  makes  the  land  force  of  the  enemy  at  New  York 
and  its  depi>xidoLcies  n^ar  fifteen  thousand  men.  distributed  in  the  following  mancer- 
on  the  UIaz;d  of  Now  Y'ork.  about  7.00t>:  on  Long  Island,  about  sMO:  on  Staten  Island, 
about  1"*^';  at  King's  ferry  up  the  North  River  45  miles  from  New  York  about  SW*— 
and  a  small  garrison  at  Powles  Hook,  a  fortified  peninsula  on  the  Jersey  shore  opposite 
the  city.  This  distribution  is  agreeable  to  the  last  advices:  but  the  enemy's  disposltloa 
undergoes  vory  frequer.t  changes,  and  may  have  been  altered.  They  have  been  for 
soir.i-  time  pa^t  dra«!:ig  a  lino  of  works  across  New  York  Island,  and  have  lately  forti- 
fied tittvernor's  NUr.d.  nt^^ar  the  city.  They  have  also  works  on  Staten  Island,  and  are 
«:aid  to  have  N  cur.  a  stro::g  fort  at  Brooklyn,  on  Long  Island. 

The  bfst  information  of  the  naval  force  In  the  harbor  of  New  York  makes  It  one 
»evvrTv  toMT.  orii^  sixty  four,  two  fiftys.  ar.d  two  or  thre*  frigates,  with  a  few  small 
aniit'd  V.  «!:««'l«. 

Th«'  iarJ  forct*  at  Rhode  IsUiv.d  is  estimated  Ktween  three  and  four  thousand-  There 
n:.i>   l>o  c::o  t»r  t»o  fr.catirs  there. 

S  r  v'lf^rse  I'iM'.it  r  sa.'.»  d  sorv.o  titr.e  jsir.i'*^  on  an  t-Tpvdition  to  the  eastward  of  Dotton. 
Th«'  f^r...'  ^ith  h;:n  w.is  .  on:;  csrd  of  o:.e  v.>54el  of  the  lice,  one  forty  four  gu:  ship, 
a:.!  .-s.^.r.r.  snj.il'.tr  fric.i'.ts  .i:.d  arni-d  v.::#rl*.  He  has  completed  his  object,  but  1 
b.iv--  m:  V.-.iT.l  .»f  !::>  r. -.-.jr: 

If  ::  :s  >.'':r  K\..-:i.v:  y  ?  ii  r^^riior.s  ;p  oreratc  acainst  the  enemy  at  Ntw  York,  it 
wi":  '.  \:*'U"\  rTtri>t:r.i:  iV..\i  you  sbouM  ::LC~.':d:atoIy  enter  the  harbor,  and  make 
<:  •  »:•>.:  ■  ■*  ..-.  uii';  \.  y, «-  ..  .i.  t::.u  d  to  r^^-^-t  a  reunion  of  their  force  at  a 
-  .i  ■  :•  »■  ■  \.  »■ 'iM  :::.-i'..-  •:.- .r  r.-i:  'iv;  s  :i:.itt.:r  cf  no  amall  difficulty.  If  your 
K\  -  >  :  ..-  .i  :.»  d  for- c  V  -.;  «  ::  t.-  a*:..  :o  y^dee  ;r.  what  manner  it  may  be  mort 
»>■ :  >  '•.  :'.  >  '.  '.^  -T^rt:*  :i>^  d. :.»  V  •:;•"*«  . :.  Lore  ar.d  Staten  Islands.  Prom  the 
>-■"   ■  '   ■        :   '  — T   -■  "..ivv-  y  :•■>    N;*    Y.r-i     ::   w::i   sot  be  easy   to  Intercept  the 

•"•  '.  -    ■■    '■      '-     ■  >•     ■    ■'      :■'■   y    ■  .it     ti.r.  w    :Lc:r    triops    from    ore   to    the    other  at 
:   '    -  .  -    *    :•      r   «:    •  *    •■   :   '.   v   *      v  \  . -.i-.-tly   r.f-   :r.   the  East   River   to   --ut  off  the 

■  '.:-:'.    V.  •  •   V..*:-    •:  ■    --.r.^  s  *«t   w::i  esd.avor  to  lake  sbfltcr 

:■    ^*         .     ^        '  .......  -;.    .,^      .--  -Yr-:-:  fricat€5  ur  the  North   River    lau> 

■".     --T  -.'.••     •  ■  ■'•-:.  •  ••■  r-T-  i-     f  ;^-'  ;:Arr.s.  7*  a:  Kind's  f-rrry  by  water:  ao4 

:   -          *  '•  •  '  ..•  •  \    ■  -■  :-  ■-.:'.■  *  -   ■:■     •  •.  •:■    •■'  :h.Tn-.i^:v--*  by  flrlrg  a  number  of  gun* 

'^    -  "»-.         >»    ■                 ■.:    ~y   ;ow-.r  to   7u»h  down  a  body   of  iroopa 

*.:.*    ::  -  c,.--"'   r<  •:     :;  ■    V  >:    <:.*-:   ••    ::  :r-.'^7:    a  r-rr-^at  by   land  tn   Kings   ferry 
*::d«c-.     Th  ■«  -*        .-.-..-*»--  :':.■:  r-r;    <-    .*?  ic.v.rc  n:*  earlier  advice  of  your  anival 

than  I   wouM  ..r'.i  :  .:     i-^      *._  r   ».vy      r  .:   * '=>^    .-aut:o-   will  be   necessary  for  the 
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nrene  are  to  remain  in  France,  Mr.  J.  Adanis,  with  Mr.  Dana 
r  his  Secretary  is  to  negotiate  a  Peace  with  Britain,  and  Con- 
ees  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  with  Mr.  CarmichaeK*  for 
y  Secretary,  to  negotiate  Treaties  of  alliance  amity  and  Com- 
STce  with  Spain.  All  this  was  done  with  most  uncommon  una- 
mity  and  ConccM^.  The  Importance  of  the  object  and  a  Con- 
ction  thart  my  Brother  wonld  under  such  Circumstances  readily 
pply  my  absence  from  the  Family,  enduced  me  to  accept  the 
»pointment  and  I  shall  sail  for  France  with  Mr.  Gerard. 
Mr.  Huntington  of  Connecticut  is  now  President  of  Congress, 
id  I  am  x>ersuaded  will  fill  that  office  with  Propriety.     The 

mmge  of  theme  frigates  up  the  rirer,  as  there  haYe  been  some  chevaux  de  frise  sunk 
lotite  fort  Washington,  which  has  given  a  partial  obstruction  to  the  channel.    Tour 
ecUencsr  will  probablj  be  able  to  capture  some  seamen  who  will  be  acquainted  with 
nsTigmtion  of  the  River  in  its  present  state. 

0  prerent  the  retreat  of  any  part  of  the  enemy  through  the  sound,  it  would  be  useful 
detach  a  few  ships  round  to  take  a  convenient  station  there.  These  may  answer 
yther  object,  to  hinder  the  evacuation  of  Rhode  Island,  either  to  form  a  Junction  with 

main  body,  or  withdraw  to  a  place  of  security  and  avoid  falling  Into  your  hands, 
ft  detachment  for  this  purpose  need  not  be  greater  than  to  be  a  full  match  for  Sir 
)rge  Collier. 

have  taken  the  liberty  to  throw  out  these  hints  for  your  EJxcellency's  information, 

1  permit  me  to  entreat  that  you  will  favor  me  as  soon  as  possible  with  an  account 
your  Excellency's  and  the  \anZ  force  under  your  command,  which  will  help  me  to 
Ke  what  additional  succor  it  may  be  expedient  to  draw  from  the  country,  and  what 
er  measures  ought  to  be  taken  for  a  perfect  co-operation.  I  also  entreat  your  Excel- 
cj'a  sentiments  on  the  manner  of  this  co-operation,  and  you  may  depend  upon  every 
rtion  [  ]  in  my  power  to  promote  the  success  of  an  enterprise,  from  which 
h  decisive  advantages  may  be  expected  to  the  common  cause. 

sict-^rely  congratulate  you  on  your  glorious  victories  in  the  West  Indies,  in  which 
ot^e  takes  greater  interest  than  myself  as  well  from  motives  of  personal  attachment 
a.  conrf-rn  for  the  common  cause.    I  have  the  honor  &c. 

.  5.  Major  Lee  who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  these  despatches  is  an  officer 
iaieliigence  and  Judgment,  in  whose  information  your  Excellency  may  place  great 
fldfcce.  He  will  be  happy  to  execute  any  orders  with  which  you  may  be  pleased 
bonor  him.— Washington's  Works. 

eptember  first  1779  Count  D'Estaing  arrived  off  the  coast  of  Georgia  in  order  to 
perate  with  the  Americans  under  the  command  of  General  Lincoln,  in  the  reduction 
asvannah.  On  the  15th  the  Count  summoned  the  British  commander.  General  Pre- 
t.  to  surrender  to  the  arms  of  the  King  of  France,  in  spite  of  General  Lincoln's 
ociulatioD.  as  the  Americans  were  cooperating  with  him.  From  the  1st  of  October 
:i  the  &th,  the  allied  forces  bombarded  the  town,  inflicting  serious  loss  upon  property 
v^ry  little  upon  life.  At  daybreak  on  the  t*th  the  united  forces  attempted  to  storm 
British  lines  with  an  attacking  column  of  4.r<H>,  but  were  repelled  with  frightful 
ifbter.  Count  Pulaski  was  mortally  wounded  by  a  grapeshot  and  in  the  end  the 
Kb  and   Americans  abandoned  the  field.    The  British   loss  was  \cry  small.— State 

TDUAX. 

ruiiaiii  CannichJiol  of  Maryland,  who  was  a  d<legate  to  Congress  from  1778  to  his 
intment  as  Secretary  of  Legation  at  Madrid.— State  Historian. 
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sooner  you  provide  for  a  Representation  of  your  State  here  the- 
better.    Ood  grant  it  may  be  an  able  one. 

The  Resolutions  respecting  Vermont  if  prudently  managed 
will  establish  perpetual  Harmony  between  you  and  your  neigh- 
bours. I  am  confident  of  this.  Temper  &  fimmess  will  be  in- 
dispensable. Let  us  not  differ  with  them  about  TriffleSy  or  by 
unnecessary  Heats  retard  a  Settlement  satisfactory  to  all.  It 
gives  me  Pleasure  to  assure  you  that  the  State  stands  high  in 
the  Esteem  of  the  Confederacy,  and  a  Continuation  of  the  same 
means  by  whrch  it  was  obtained  will  be  necessary  to  x>erpetnate 
it.  At  this  Season  it  is  particularly  expedient  that  your  Dele- 
gates should  be  wise  and  prudent  men.  You  will  then  find  it 
easy  to  settle  your  Disputes  advantageously. 

I  sincerely  wish  that  the  Chancellor  and  Mr.  Hobart  may  be 
sent  here,  as  you  know  their  Characters;  you  will  be  at  no  Lorn 
to  perceive  my  Reasons  for  it.  Mr.  Duane  will  be  a  useful  man, 
but  in  my  opinion,  his  attention  should  be  confined  to  general 
objects,  and  ought  by  no  means  to  interfere  respecting  the  Ve^ 
mont  &  New  England  Business,  further  that  as  a  private,  oat 
of  Door  Counst'llor  Morris  will  be  serviceable.  His  abilities 
enable  him  to  promote  every  Cause  he  may  advocate,  but  if  1 
may  be  pennitled  to  advise,  he  should  restrain  himself  from  tak- 
ing any  Pan  or  pushing  any  measure  respecting  your  Dispute^ 
without  pn^vious  Concert  with  Livingston  and  Hobart.  If  tbif 
Plan  W  iK^rsued  I  have  not  the  least  Doubt  of  Suvwss.  1  found 
it  iho  nu>st  delicate  affair  to  manage  I  ever  was  concerned  «>» 

and  whi>ever  it  mav  be  oommittt^  to,  will  a^^^..  ..v  ^ 

*  »oon  concur  witb  ni* 

in  this  Sentiment.    It  is  of  such  great  ImportuBce  to  tbe  8tt»' 

that  no  means  howfvor  inconvenient,  ouo-i^^.    ^  i 

bring  It  tt>  a  happy  Termination.     Somo  ^ 

**»^mber»  of  Ood««< 
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kve  jo9t  come  in  to  do  Business  with  me.    Coll.  Livingston  will 

t  off  directly.     I   must,  therefore,  reluctantly   conclude   this 

ftter  with  assuring  you  that  I  am,  your  obt.  &  affect.  Serv't 

John  Jay. 
►v>  Clinton. 


[Nos.  2535,  2536.] 

Captain  Wood  Ordered  to  Ghuard  MUiisink. 

Kingston  29  Sep'r  1779. 

Sir,  I  haye  rec'd  your  Letter  of  the  24  ulto.  [Inst.]  Upon  Colo. 
awling's  Return  from  the  westward  I  ordered  a  Detachment 
f  bis  Levies  to  Minisink  with  Directions  so  to  dispose  of  the 
len  to  be  destined  for  this  Service,  as  best  to  cover  the  Frontiers 
nthat  Quarter;  being  myself  unacquainted  with  the  particular 
Stations  most  suitable  for  this  Purpose  by  the  want  of  an  in- 
timate Knowlege  of  the  Country  my  orders  were  general.  I 
kave  now,  however,  transmitted  him  a  I^etter  (of  wh- ch  1  inclose 
4  Copy)  with  Directions  which  1  doubt  not  will  answer  the  Pur- 
poses of  quiet'g  the  apprehensions  of  the  Peojile  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood &  am  [G.  C] 
Mr.  Wisner. 


D'r  Sir,  I  have  just  rec'd  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wisner  of  which 
the  inclosed  is  a  Copy.*  When  I  directed  the  stationing  of  Capt. 
Wood  at  Minisink  it  was  not  my  Intention  that  he  sho'd  remain 
••t  Pienpack,  leav'g  the  Settlements  to  the  westward  of  it  ex- 
poied  to  the  Enemy's  Incursions;  you'l,  therefore,  immediately 
«rter  Capt.  Wood  to  detach  a  Part  of  his  Company  under  the 
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Command  of  a  proper  Officer  to  Minisink,  to  gaard  that  Bettter 
ment  against  tbe  Depredations  of  the  Enemy.    I  am 

Kingston  29  Sep>  1779. 

[To  Lieut.  Col.  Albert  Pawling.] 


[No.  2537.] 

Govenwr  Clinton  Promises  Hearty  Cooperation  With  Our  AUifS^ 

Poukeepsie  29th  September  1779. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  your  Excellency-* 
Letter  of  the  27th  Instant;  shoud  the  Event  which  your  Excel- 
lency has  pleased  to  intimate  take  Place,  you  may  rely  on  every 
aid  in  the  Power  of  this  State  to  afford  for  a  vigorous  Cooperar 
tion  with  our  Allit^.*  In  tlu*  Mean  Time  I  woud  wish  to  be  ift- 

*Froiu  West  Point,  4  October.  1779.  Wo&hiDgton  wrote  to  the  CouDt  d'E^staing: 
•  •••••■ 

From  the  advanced  season  of  the  year,  every  instant  of  time  is  Infinitely  precioof,  ! 
and  niuift  bi*  even  more  so  to  your  Excellency  than  to  us.  This  makes  it  to  be  lamented, 
that  it  had  not  been  possible  to  preconcert  a  plan  before  your  arrival.  The  fore* 
under  your  command,  and  the  time  you  can  devote  to  this  business,  arc  essential  poiati 
in  determining  what  can  with  propriety  be  undertaken;  and  the  first  steps  will  be  of 
great  cot:stHiut  noe  to  all  the  succeiding  ones.  To  enable  you  the  better  to  rcfulatt 
your  own  movements,  I  shall  expose  to  you  our  prospects,  and  the  different  pUv 
which  present  themselves  to  mc,  with  the  obstacles  attending  each. 

Ntw  York  is  the  fin<t  and  capital  object,  upon  which  every  other  is  dependent  Tbt 
loss  of  the  army  and  fleet  there  would  be  one  of  the  severest  blows  the  Esgltsh  natiM 
could  experience.  Rhode  Island  would  fall  of  course:  but  your  Excellency  will  bt 
sensible,  that  the  reduction  of  fourteen  thousand  men,  concentred  upon  a  snull 
Island  with  the  assistance  of  fortifications,  is  an  enterprise  of  do  inconsiderable  difl*  ; 
cully;  and  requires  a  vigorous  exertion  of  our  resources,  in  conjunction  with  yov  ■ 
force,  to  give  it  a  sufilcieut  probability  of  success.  Not  less  than  thirty  thousand  omb  | 
will  in  my  opinion  be  adequate  to  the  operation,  and  we  cannot  collect  the  numbcf^  j 
necessary  on  our  part,  in  addition  to  what  wc  already  have  in  the  field.  Id  less  this,  | 
three  weeks  from  this  time.  The  interval  iK-twoen  your  arrival  and  that  period  mut  \ 
for  tho  most  part  be  spent  in  a  state  of  inactivity  on  your  side,  unless  you  Judf*  It  ) 
proper  to  direct  your  attention  to  an  attempt  upon  Rhode  Island. 

The  knowledge  you  have  of  this  place  will  enable  you.  better  than  me.  to  decide  m    '■ 
th«  ellglblltty  of  this  project.    The  garrison  there  Is  respectable,  and.  as  I  am  InfonMl    '. 
secured  by  a  chain  of  redoubts  and  retrenchments  from  one  fiank  of  the  Island  is  tfer 
which  would  be  exceedingly  formidable  to  an  assault.    The  town  bowaTsr  wV. 
burnt,   and  with   It  the  enemy's  magazines,    which  It  is  probable  would  epccdUfi 
MB  Id  a  mrrender.    Your  Excellency  Is  a  better  judge  than  I  an  of  the  UMb-.  : 
^ansted  in  this  enterprise;  but  I  shonld  imagine  It  might  require  i*^  j 
p  Its  accomplishment.    If  you  should  think  proper  to  punoc  tUit  ] 
r  of  two  thousand  troops  now  ready  at  Rhodo  Island,  and  ci 
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farmed  of  the  Number  of  Men  your  ExceHen-cy  nvay  thdnk  it  neeefh 

•ftTv  for  this  State  to  furnish  as  by  this  I  will  the  better  [be] 

able  to  form  the  proper  Arrangements  for  this   Service.    I  am 

with  the  most  i)erfect  Esteem  &  Respect  your  most  Obed't  Berv't 

G.  C. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


[No.  2538.] 

LIMITATIONS  OF  THE  FLOUR  SUPPLY  LAW. 

Commissary  Flint  of  the  Opinion   That  Further  Legislation  Is 
Necessany — Present  Assessment  too  Low. 

Sir,  I  am  too  sensible  of  the  embarrassments  of  your  Legis* 

lature,  not  to  feel  great  pain,  at  troubling  them  with  any  new 

requisition.     From  official  reports,  it   is   determined   beyond   a 

4k)nbt,  that  the  supplies  of  flour,  to  be  furnished  by  the  late  law 

xuircb  tbfther  any  additional  number  yoa  may  deem  necessary  for  a  cooperation.    But 
In  order  to  this.  I  must  request  you  will  give  me  previous  notice  of  your  intention. 

5accesB  in  this  attempt  would  be  favorable  to  our  ulterior  operations  against  New 
Tork.  but  a  failure  would  be  attended  with  the  reverse,  as  it  would  damp  the  spirits 
«f  the  country  and  diminish  its  exertions.  Another  inconvenience  would  attend  it. 
^hich  Is,  that,  without  a  division  of  your  force  to  continue  the  blockade  of  New  York, 
tb*  fleet  now  there  would  make  its  escape.  Indeed,  in  any  plan,  a  division  of  your 
fbrc«  will  be  indispensable.  Rhode  Island  and  the  Sound  must  be  blockaded,  otherwise 
the  garrison  there  will  form  a  Junction  w^fth  the  main  body  at  New  York,  which  would 
ke  so  great  an  accession  of  force,  as  would  render  the  success  of  our  operations  im- 
VTobable:  and  the  frigates  and  smaller  vessels  may  find  a  passage  through  the  Sound. 
•aad  elude  yoar  Elxcellency  in  that  way.  But  the  difference  is  this.  In  the  latter  case, 
two  or  three  fifty-gun  ships,  and  as  many  frigates,  will  answer  the  purpose.  In  the 
liftrmer,  some  of  your  ships  of  the  line  must  be  left  at  New  York,  to  have  a  superiority 
to  the  two  that  are  there,  aided  by  the  frigates.  In  case  of  the  attempt  upon  Rhode 
Island,  the  only  expedient,  to  avoid  a  division  of  your  ships  of  the  line,  will  be.  to 
wuia  with  the  whole  at  New  York,  and  send  your  troops  round  under  the  protection 
^  year  frigates.  Your  Excellency  is  the  best  Judge  with  what  propriety  a  movement 
«r  this  kind  can  be  hazarded. 

la  either  event,  it  appears  to  me  advisable,  that  you  should  first  enter  the  bay  of 
Stw  Tork.  with  a  part  at  least,  of  your  fleet,  and  as  suddenly  as  possible,  intercept 
^  troops  on  Staten  Island,  and  the  garrisons  up  the  river,  as  the  capture  of  these 
»in  materially  facilitate  the  reduction  of  the  remaining  force;  and  I  take  the  liberty 
fltncgly  to  recommend,  that  a  proper  detachment  may  without  loss  of  time  block  up 
tkt  Soud  and  the  port  of  Rhode  Island.  I  have  taken  measures  for  furnishing  you 
«&k  pilots;  one  of  them  accompanies  this  letter;  but  I  have  directed  three  or  four  to 
%  UttSoned  with  Major  Lee  at  Monmouth,  to  put  off  to  your  Excellency  on  your  first 
^Pl«rance.  Amons  these  is  one,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  navigation  of  the  North 
Brtr.  fai  lea  present  state,  and  will  be  able  to  take  up  the  frigates,  which  I  had  the 
liiar  10  rwoeat  miffbt  prqpeed  into  Haverstraw  Bay. 
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of  this  state,  will  not  be  competent  to  the  approaching  demands. 
Whether  the  deficiency  is  owing  to  the  law  being  in  itself  toa 
limited,  or  to  evasions  used  in  executing  it,  or  whether  partly  to 
both  these  causes,  is  not  for  me  to  point  out;  but  in  either  caie 
the  effects  are  alike  threatning.  As  I  am  now  so  fully  conTinced 
of  an  incompetency  from  the  operation  of  the  present  act,  I  find 
myself  obliged  to  solict  the  further  attention  of  the  Legislature. 
It  may  be  presumed,  that  an  extension  of  the  same  act  to  a 
demand  of  one  fourth  part  of  the  surplusage  wheat,  instead  of 
the  one  eighth  now  required,  would  afford  such  a  supply,  as 
would  subsist  the  army  until  relief  can  be  drawn  by  other  meaw 
or  through  other  channels.  The  crops  of  wheat  in  New  Jer»ey 
are,  as  in  this  state,  somewhat  light,  occasioned  by  destructiTe 
blasts;  but  in  Pennsylvania  &  Maryland  the  crops  are  plentifni 
&  pretty  free  from  such  a  disaster.  Every  engine  is  at  work  to 
secure  wheat  in  those  states;  yet,  if  we  make  a  proper  allowance 
for  the  common  obstructions  in  purchasing,  and  for  the  difficulty 
&  distance  of  transportation,  we  must  conclude  that  several 
weeks  will  pass,  before  much  succor  will  come  in  from  that 
quarter.  If,  therefore,  we  place  an  early  dependance  on  southern 
supplies,  we  shall  put  ourselves  greatly  in  the  power  of  accidents; 
and  I  fear  not  be  prepared  for  even  the  probable  events  of  the  ! 
0ervice. 

I  transmit  your  Excellency,  for  a  perusal,  extracts  from  two  | 
or  three  letters*  relative  to  the  affair  under  consideration.  ■ 

There  will  be,  I  trust,  in  the  run  of  a  month,  about  ten  thoa- 
aand  bushels  of  public  salt  brought  into  this  state.    Some  part  at 

^BKtract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.   [Jonathan   Q.]  Tompkins  a  purchasing  Comlsary  !•   ; 
Dutchess  County  dated  26th  Sept.  1779.  | 

"There  Is  no  law  for  seizing  the  wheat  of  the  present  crops  purchased  up  it  bcpv 
^rchaslng  hy  the  monopolizers  ft  forestallers  and  I  nsTor  saw  thsm  so  busy  as  tM^ 
art  at  present  and  that  is  because  there  is  no  law  to  detsr  thsm.    I  could  wish  thift 
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it  will  be  reserved  for  salting  meat;  &  the  remainder  distributed, 

in  a  certain  proportion,  among  the  inhabitants,  in  exchange  for 

wheat. 

I  cannot  close  this   application,  without   expressing   in   the 

strongest  terms  the  obligations  we  are  under  to  your  Legislature 

for  their  frequent  &  extensive  aid;  declaring  at  the  eaine  time 

that  there  never  was  a  greater  call  for  it  than  in  the  present 

exigency.    I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  Excellency's  moot 

ob't  &  hbl.  Srvt. 

Royal  Flint,  Asst.  Com.  Gen.  Purchases. 

Kingfifton,  SepV  29,  1779. 

His  Exc'y,  Gov.  Clinton. 

ODe  half  of  the  wheat  had  boen  taken  instead  of  one  eighth.  The  people  think  hard 
Itiey  are  not  allowed  more  than  16  dollara  P  Bushel  as  other  States  get  more  &  villains 
running  all  over  the  country  offering  20  dollars  ft  26,  we  cant  buy  one  bushel  of  wheat. 
What  I  get  now  is  by  seizing  old  wheat  and  the  new  wheat  by  the  present  law." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  V'n  Neae  a  purchasing  Oomlsary  in  Dutchess  County 
dated  Sep.  29,  1779. 

"The  assessments  as  they  are  laid  here  do  fall  greatly  short  of  what  the  act  directs. 
The  farmers  in  general  are  highly  dissatisfled  at  the  limitation  of  the  price;  and  it  is 
not  very  Improbable  the  assessors  haYe  been  under  that  influence.  Sure  I  am  that  they 
have  assessed  a  quantity  far  short  of  what  the  one  eighth  would  produce  ftc.  &c." 

N.  B.  The  whole  of  the  wheat  assessed  in  Orange  ft  Ulster  counties  by  the  late  law 
will  not  afford  a  supply  of  flour  for  our  army  for  two  days.  But  I  trust  the  assess- 
ments in  Dutchess  County  at  the  present  rates  will  produce  us  near  a  month's  supply.— > 
[Nonabered  as  document  2533  Clinton  MSS.— Statb  Historian.] 
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[No.  2540.] 
Johnstown  Women  Petition  for  Removal  to  the  British  Lines. 

[Sept.  —  1779] 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  The  Humble  Petition  of  Chrls'n  McDonald,  Kate  Mcintosh,  Ann  McDonald, 
Else  McDonald,  Ann  McPherson,  Mary  McDonald,  Molly  Pescod  and  many  othbr 
Famtlies,  Sheweth;  That  your  Petitioners  are  reduc'd  to  the  greatest  distress  Imagin- 
able by  having  their  Cattle  and  Effects  sold  by  the  Commissioners  of  Sequestration  and 
no  way  of  getting  a  living  whereby  they  might  support  themselves  untiU  some  EIr> 
change  might  be  made  from  Canada.  And  your  Petitioners,  spoke  to  your  fihccellency's 
Brother,  the  General,  when  he  was  in  Johns  Town,  and  he  told  your  Petitioners  they 
would  go  in  May,  so  that  your  Petitioners  Planted  nothing  in  hopes  of  being  sent 
away,  which  makes  their  distress  now  the  greater  as  winter  coming  on  and  no  Pro- 
vision made  for  it  Therefore,  humbly  hope  your  Excellency  will  give  your  Petitioners 
permission  to  go  to  Canada  to  their  Husbands  and  if  that  cannot  be  comply'd  with 
your  Petitioners  hope  your  Ehccellency  will  allow  them  some  small  support  untill  an 
Exchange  may  take  place.    And  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  Pray. 


[No.  2541.] 

THE  CASE  OF  SAMUEL  HAKE. 

He  Claims  He  was  Betrayed  By  John  R,  Livingston — Letters  to 
Establish  His  Character. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Eeqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  General 
A.  Commander  In  Chief  &c.  Ac.  &c. 

The  humble  Memorial  of  Saml.  Hake*  Most  humbly  sheweth. 

That  your  Excellency's  Memorialist,  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you,  Copy's  of  Letters, 
ic  the  Article  of  Atonement,  between  him  &  John  R.  Livingston  (taken  from  the 
originals,  which  can  be  produc'd  if  your  Excellency  thinks  fit)  &  was  bis  motive  of 
going  into  New  York  to  Charter  the  Flag  &  to  bring  out  Goods. 

Your  Ex'ys  Memorialist  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  Polite  Note  from  His  Ex'y  Gen- 
eral Washington,  at  Head  Quarters,  with  a  permit  to  go  into  New  York;  Just  as  he 
was  going  to  set  off,  John  R.  Livingston  met  him,  &  also  assur'd  him  upon  his  honor, 
that  his  Brother  the  Chancellor,  had  din'd  with  His  Ex'y  General  Washington,  &  had 
mentioned  the  plan  of  his  going  iDto  New  York,  &.  of  his  bringing  property  out  from 
thence,  which  His  Ex'y  appro v'd  of,  that  a  permit  was  quite  unnecessary,  in  Case  your 
Ex'ys  Memorialist,  should  send  out,  or  could  Charter  &  send  out  a  Flag  with  Goods, 
His  Ex'y  would  take  Care  so  soon  as  it  was  on  this  side  of  the  Enemy's  Lines  it  should 
be  permitted  to  go  in  &  receive  every  protection. 

If  your  Excellency's  Memorialist,  had  not  In  his  own  mind,  been  fully  convlnc'd  from 
such  a  Declaration.  Thinking  he  had  an  undoubted  Security,  &  that  it  would  have 
merit  your  Excellency's,  &  the  public's  approbation,  particularly,  as  he  did  not  take 
with  him  (on  his  going  into  New  York)  any  kind  of  Specie,  or  produce  out  of  the  State, 
for  the  purchase  of  those  Goods  seiz'd:  or  had  ho  the  least  Idea  that  John  R.  Liv- 
ingston, was  so  abandon  to  every  principle  of  honor,  to  have  impos'd  on  him,  by  taking 
such  unwarrantable  libertys,  in  writing  such  a  Letter,  &  giving  him  the  most  solemn 
aasureances.  without  his  being  fully  authoriz'd;  Ho  would  not  have  presumed  to  have 
risk'd  a  Shilling  from  the  Enemy  or  to  have  given  your  E*'y  the  least  offence.  He 
also  aak'd  John  R.  Livingston  If  your  Excellency  would  be  perfectly  satlsfy'd  in  bring- 
ing out  Property  from  the  Enemy,  or  if  he  hnd  ask'd  the  Chancellor,  he  reply'd,  that 
his  Brother  Robt.  would  make  a  point  to  wait  ou  your  Ex'y  on  his  return  home,  & 

•See  Volume  IV,  pages  232-223  and  2Go-2C6. 
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would  settle  that  matter  with  your  Ex'y  and  he  maj  rest  aacar'd  that  no  dUBeiUy 
whatever  would  obstruct  its  bfing  perfectly  aecure,  which  was  hla  only  motlTt  tbit 
induc'd  him,  the  Instant  the  Flag  was  stop'd  at  Kings  Ferry  to  wait  on  your  BxccDMCf 
at  Poghkeepsie. 

Your  Excellency's  Memorialist  left  America,  the  begining  January  76,  to  settle  Ui 
affairs  in  England,  &  so  soon  as  a  favorable  opportunity  offer'd,  he  waa  anzlou  aC 
returning  to  this  State,  were  his  Children,  &  property  are.  In  hopes  with  His  Ex'y 
kind  permission,  to  end  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  this  Country.  When  he  left  Bog- 
land  an  Embargo  were  laid.  &  a  Declaration  of  War  with  Prance  expected  dally.  4  it 
was  with  difficulty  he  could  procure  a  passage,  &  to  be  permitted  to  come  in  tkt 
pacquet.  And  from  the  best  Information  he  could  procure  before  he  left  London,  h« 
realy  flattered  himself  that  the  Commissioners  had  full  powers  to  acknowledge  these 
States  Independent,  or  that  an  accommodation  would  take  place.  He  has  Letters  la 
his  possession  from  the  most  respectable  Characters  In  Shigland  ft  true  friends  to  tks 
United  States,  to  Gent'n  here,  ft  to  the  Hon'ble  the  Members  of  the  Congress,  ft  othcn 
have  been  receiv'd  prior  to  his  arrival,  part  of  whioh  Letters  he  begs  he  may  Iutc 
the  liberty  to  lay  before  your  Excellency,  in  hopes  It  will  convince  your  Ehc'y  that  hii 
Conduct  have  always  been  friendly  to  the  States.  And  since  his  arrival,  he  flstten 
himself,  that  His  Ex'y  will  find  upon  the  strictest  enquiry  that  his  conduct  has  bees 
friendly  to  the  States.  He.  therefore,  hopes  His  Ex'y  will  be  pleaa'd  to  consider  that 
he  is  now  spending  what  little  be  has,  ft  loosing  the  prime  part  of  his  life,  in  his 
present  confln'd  situation,  doing  nothing,  as  the  Parole  which  your  Ex'y  was  pleu'd 
to  take  from  him.  deprives  him  of  every  advantage,  and  request  your  Excellency'* 
Indulgence  that  he  will  be  pleas'd  to  take  it  off. 

Your  Excellency's  Memorialiat,  therefore,  humbly  prays  that  he  may  not  long  suffer. 
ft  that  your  Ex'y  will  be  pleas'd  by  taking  under  your  consideration,  this  unfortunate 
ft  most  singular  situation  of  your  Memorialist,  ft  granting  him  such  relief,  as  jour 
Excellency,  in  your  great  Wisdom  ahall  think  meet 

Samuel  Hake. 
Red-Hook,  Sep'r  1779. 


Head  Quarters  19  August  1TT9. 
Dear  Sir.  My  Brother  Robert  has  spoke  to  General  Washington  about  what  we  men- 
tiontd.   who  Inform'd  him.   that  a  Permit  was  quite  unnecessary,  as  every  Sloop  that 
Is  stepped  must  be  reported  to  the  General,  ft  that  In  Case  you  come  up.  or  send  any 
thlHR  out.  he  would  take  Care  it  should  go  on  &c.    I  am  with  esteem  yra.  sincerely 

John  R.  Livingston. 
Samuel  Hako.  Esqr..  (near  Head  Quarters)  At  Mr.  Clapp's. 
Express. 


Boston  Nov'r  ITTi 
Dear  Sir.  This  Moment  an  account  of  your  misfortune  reached  me.  had  I  been  with 
you.  I  immagine  it  would  not  have  happen'd;  had  this  matter  not  have  happened  I 
should  have  paid  a  visit  in  your  part  of  the  Country,  but  my  coming  now.  would  havs 
render'd  me  a  suspected  person:  If  any  prosi>ect  remains  of  saving  them  spare  no  ex- 
penre  ftc.  in  doing  it;  For  God  Sake  be  very  silent  about  the  matter.  If  any  attempt 
la  made  get  them  for  you,  do  not  on  any  account  tell  your  mother-in-law,  as  it  will 
be  blaz'd  abroad  If  you  do. 

I  hare  another  S<'heme  on  foot  from  this  place  which  you  shall  have  In  proper  time. 
I  am  your  friend  ftc. 

J.  R.  L, 

From  John  R.  Livingston. 

Samuel  Hake. 


Rhlne-Beek  August  12th  ITTS. 

This  agreement  made  between  Jno.  R.  Livingston  of  the  one  part  and  Samuel  Hake 
of  the  other,  sheweth  that  the  s'd  Samuel  of  second  part,  does  agree  ft  engage  upon 
hist  honor,  that  whatever  Goods  he  may  purchase  in  the  City  of  N.  York,  ft  sends.  o« 
brings  out  by  any  means  whatever,  that  s'd  John  of  the  first  part,  shall  have  an  equal 
concern  with  s'd  Samuel.  And  farther  if  s'd  Saml.  make  any  purchase  of  Goods  that 
said  John  come  in  for  an  equal  share  with  s'd  Samuel,  but  should  any  such  purchasei 
b9  WMd*,  that  said  John  is  immediately  to  be  inform'd  thereof.  If  opportunity  permit, 
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-ttiat  he  may  get  a  protection  for  such  Goods,  as  may  remain  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
untiil  the  Americans  gain  possession. 

This  agreement  farther  saith.  that  hoth  said  Samuel,  &  said  John,  engages  not  to 
speculate  beyond  the  Sum  of  Ten  thousand  pounds  curr'y  each,  or  Twenty  thousand 
pounds  between  them.  The  said  John  promises  on  his  part  to  dispose  of  such  Goods 
on  the  best  terms  in  his  pow'r,  and  to  give  s'd  Samuel  Credit  for  his  part  of  the  Sales, 
A  to  bear  one  half  the  losses  that  may  happen,  when  clearly  proved. 

John  R.  Livingston 
Samuel  Hake. 
Signed  sealed  in  the  presence  of 

William  Marshall. 


London  May  5th  1778. 
Dear  Reed,  Mr.  Hake  Embarks  for  New  York  in  the  Packet,  &  wishes  to  go  from 
thence  up  the  Country,  &  as  I  became  acquainted  with  him  thro'  your  means,  &  his 
being  the  Bearer  of  an  acceptable  packet  from  you;  I  have  tho't  proper  to  write  you 
by  him,  very  fully,  &  have  assurances  of  a  particular  care  of  them,  &  they  are  of  so 
interesting  a  nature  that  I  most  anxiously  wait  the  event  of  his  arrival.  Nothing  haa 
©ccur'd  since  those  Letters  in  public,  or  private  affairs.  &  to  them  I  refer  you.  God 
be  with  you  &  yours  from  all  danger,  remember  me  in  the  most  tendorest  manner  to 
my  dear  mother  &  Sister,  &  believe  me  Sincerely,  &  afTec.  yrs. 

Dennis  D:  Berdt. 
To  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  Philadelphia. 


London  May  6  1778. 
My  Dear  friend,  I  have  receiv'd  but  two  Letters  from  you  for  some  time  past.  I  am 
certain  it  is  the  great  uncertainty  of  conveyance:  the  last  was  brought  me  by  your  old 
acquaintance  Mr.  Hake  who  sails  tomorrow  for  New  York.  I've  no  occasion  to  request 
your  favors  to  him  as  I  know  you'l  do  it  readily  &  he  will  give  you  better  Inteligence 
than  I  dare  commit  to  paper.    Yours  &c.  Ac. 

S.  Stockton. 
Elias  Boudinot,  Esqr.,  Eliz'h  Town  New  Jersey. 


London  3  May  1778. 

Rev'd  &  Dear  Sir,  It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  embrace  this  opportunity  by  my 
friend  Mr.  Saml:  Hake  of  New  York  Merchant,  of  presenting  my  Complim'ts  to*  you  & 
your  family  assuring  you  of  my  best  wishes  &c.  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  Mr.  Hake 
to  your  good  advice  &  good  offices,  he  (has  been  a  considerable  sufferer  by  this  War. 
He  sets  off  for  America  to  see  his  Children  &  if  he  oan  recover  his  property. 

I  cannot  promise  myself  soon  the  pleasure  of  a  Letter  from  you  but  the  bearer 
having  an  opportunity,  by  this,  of  waiting  upon  you,  will  have  It  in  his  pow'r  to  inform 
me  probably  how  you  are.  If  there  is  any  thing  wherein  I  can  be  of  Service  to  you 
command  me.    I  am  a  lover  of  mankind,  but  your  particular  friend. 

James  Thompson. 
The  Rev'd  Doc'r  John  Wetherspoon,  President  of  the  Oolledge  at  Nqw  Jersey. 


R'd  &  D'r  Sir,  Having  an  opportunity  by  the  bear'r  Mr.  Samuel  Hake  of  N.  York 
Merchant  &  going  to  N.  York,  If  you  are  pleas'd  to  favor  me  with  a  Letter,  the  bearer 
Mr.  Hake  who  I  recommend  to  your  best  advice  in  his  affairs,  will  take  the  charge  of 
conveying  it  if  possible  to  me.  Mr.  Boyd  &  all  your  acquaintance  are  well.  My  best 
respects  to  Mrs.  Ewing  &  your  friend  Dr.  Williamson.  If  it  is  in  my  pow'r  to  serve 
you,  you  may  with  confidence  command  me.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Anderson  are  well.  I  am 
Rev'd    ft  Dear  Sir  yours  Sincerely. 

James  Thompson. 
The  Rev'd  Dr.  Ewing,  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  Philadelphia. 


London,  Chandos  Street,  No.  48.  May  4th,  1778. 
Dear  Sir.  This  will  be  deliver'd  you  by  my  friend  Mr.  S.  Hake  who  has  promis'd  to 
^ellTer  It  you  with  his  own  hand.    I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  Mrs.  Deans  my  good 
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friend  ft  youn  died  a  few  months  ago  which  ia  a  seTere  loM  to  me.  Mr.  OwiBllr. 
Mrs.  Maning  ft  Mr.  Elliot  ft  all  your  friends  are  well  ftc.  ftc  Mr.  Hmke'a  oimdaet  vkOt 
In  England  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  has  been  friendly  to  America  ft  any  fKtm^ 
shewn  him  will  be  as  done  to  Sir  yrs.  &c. 

Robt  Dwia 
P.  S.    My  Complim'ts  to  Mrs.  John  ft  Mrs.  Rutledge. 
To  Henry  Laurens,  President  of  the  Congress,  Philadelphia. 


•  liohdon  Cth  May  13%  . 
Dear  Son.  Your  last  letter  by  Cap'n  Salte  gave  me  great  pleasure.  As  yoo  knov 
Mr.  Hake  by  whom  this  Letter  comes,  tis  needless  for  me  to  say  much  to  uifs  yov 
Services  to  him  I  know  you  will  be  happy  in  rendering  every  service  in  your  po«^» 
which  should  you  have  an  opportunity  of  doing,  I  shall  with  great  pleasure  hear  of  % 
ft  his  conduct  since  he  left  America  ought  to  gain  the  affections  of  that  Country.  I'tt 

sent  you  some  Letters  by  way  of  France.    I  am  ftc. 

Jno.  Williams. 
Jonathan  Williams.  Jun.,  Esqr..  Boston. 


Dear  Brother.  I  embrace  this  opportunity  of  Samuel  Hake's,  Eeqr.,  going  to  Amerlcs 
to  address  a  few  lines  to  you  in  his  favor:  he  is  oblige  to  go  in  the  Pacquet  and  of 
course  to  N.  York,  but  in  Case  of  his  being  taken,  he  may  be  brought  into  tome  d 
our  American  Ports.  I  beg  you'l  appear  for  him  as  a  friend  to  America.  I  have  dcsirl 
he  will  write  or  apply  to  you  ft  my  son  should  he  be  taken  ft  brought  in.  I  had  Letuft 
from  Paris  a  few  days  ago  ft  that  Doc'r  Franklyn  never  was  better  then  at  preKot 
Your  son  was  well  a  few  Days  ago  at  Nantz:  there  is  hardly  [h]is  equal  in  Europe  fv 
Business  ftc.    I  left  him  your  son  John,  lately  in  France  well ;  my  Duty  ft  Lore  to  iBf 

Hon'd  mother  love  ftc.    Yrs.  affectionately. 

J.  ^lUiami. 
Jonathan  Williams.  Esqr..  Boston. 


Mr.  Hake  has  othtr  Letters  to  his  friends,  which  he  has  had  the  honor  to  show  HU 
Exoollt'uoy.  therefore,  tho't  it  was  needless  to  Copy  out.  He  is  afraid  in  sUtinc  bi> 
Ca«<>.  ftc.  Ii«  has  intrude  too  much  on  His  Ex'j.  Mr.  Hake  presumes  His  Ex'j  kno^ 
all  these  Uent'In.  i which  he  has  Letters  to)  personally  or  by  Name.  Messrs.  Ree^ 
WethcnsiKH^L.  Ewing  ft  Laurens  are.  he  thinks.  Members  of  Congress. 


Several  Messaijes  from  Governor  Clinton  to  the  Legislature, 

•GiMuUMueiK  In  Addition  to  uiy  Messajre  of  the  fourth  of  Se] 

tomlMT  last,  on  tho  Subjoct  of  dt^vising  Means  for  enabling  tl 

CitiziMi8  of  this  Stati'  to  obtain  a  si^asonable  and  adequate  Sappi 

of  ^s^lt.  1  now  rifer  to  your  TtHisideration.  a  Petition  from 

Number  of  th»'  Inhabitants  of  tlu^  IMstriot  of  Saratogaf  in  t! 

County  of  Albany,  on  tlu*  sanu-  Su)»jeot. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Kingston,  0«  robor  1.  1770. 


•Kron;  tho  As««n:My  Joiiml. 
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^Oentlemen,  Agreeable  to  your  Request,  I  now  transmit  you  a 
Betnm  of  the  five  Continental  Battalions,!  raised  under  the  Di- 
rection of  this  State;  and  with  it  you  will  also  receive  a  Copy  of 
a  Letter  from  the  Honorable  Major-General  Baron  Steuben, 
pointing  out  the  Necessity  of  immediate  and  eflfectual  Measures 

*>r  recruiting  these  Regiments. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Kingston,  October  2,  1779. 


^Gentlemen,  I  have  the  Pleasure  of  transmitting  you,  with 
thia  Message,  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  September  last, 
lor  adjusting  the  Controversies  and  settling  the  Disturbances, 
^bsisting  in  the  North-eastern  District  of  this  State.§  If  the 
Xeasores  recommended  by  Congress  meet  with  your  Approba- 
tion, you  will  readily  perceive  the  Propriety  of  immediately 
enacting  the  Laws  necessary  for  carrying  them  into  Execution. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Kingaton,  October  2,  1779. 


[No.  2542.] 
Congress  Takes  Action  on  the  Vermont  Dispute. 

Philadelphia  Oet'r  3d  1779. 
Sir;  You  will  receive  herewith  enclosed,  an  act  of  Congress  of 
the  2d  In«tant,  repealing  a  clause  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
the  24th  of  September  last,  relative  to  a  district  of  country  called 
Xewhampshire  Grants,  and  adopting  another  resolve,  as  more 
adequate  to  the  purposes  intended  in  the  former.     I  have  the 

•From  the  Assembly  Journal. 

^Sw  pAfe  MO. 

Vhvm  Journals  of  the  Le^slature. 

ISct  Docoment  2342  and  footnote  accompanying  it.— ^TaTE  Historian. 
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honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  esteem,  Your  Excellency's  hnin 

«ervant, 

Sam.  Huntington,  Presideiii 
Governor  Clinton. 


On  the  24th  of  September,  1779.  Congress  passed  a  number  of  resolutioni  sSe 
the  controversy  between  New  York  and  Vermont.  One  of  these  eamestlr  recommf 
to  the  states  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Baj  and  New  York,  "forthwith  to 
laws,  expressly  authorizing  Congress  to  hear  and  determine  all  differences  bet 
them  relative  to  their  respective  boundaries,  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  articl 
oonfederation,  so  that  Oongress  may  proceed  thereon  by  the  first  day  of  FebniaiT 
at  the  farthest:  and  further  that  the  said  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massaehusetu 
and  New- York,  do,  by  express  laws  for  the  purpose,  refer  to  the  decision  of  Coo] 
all  differences  or  disputes  relative  to  Jurisdiction,  which  they  may  respectively 
with  the  people  of  the  district  aforesaid." 

Congress  recommended  that  "it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  of  the  district  afor* 
who  deny  the  Jurisdiction  of  all  the  afore-named  states,  to  abstain  in  the  mean 
from  exercising  any  power  over  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  who  pi 
themselves  to  be  citizens  of,  or  to  owe  allegiance  to,  any  or  either  of  the  said  sti 
that  "the  said  three  states  afore-named  ought,  in  the  mean  time,  to  suspend  exec 
their  laws  over  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district,  except  such  of  th« 
shall  profess  allegiance  to,  and  confess  the  Jurisdiction  of,  the  same  respectivelr." 

Congress  announced  that  any  violences  committed  against  the  tenor,  true  inteo 
meaning  of  this  resolution,  would  be  regarded  as  a  breach  of  the  peace  of  the 
federacy,  and  recommended,  "to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof,  to  cultivate  harmon 
concord  amocg  tbt-mselves,  to  forbear  vexing  each  other  at  law  or  otherwise,  i 
give  as  little  occasion  as  possible  to  the  interposition  of  magistrates." 

On  October  2nd.  Congress  repealed  the  clause  in  the  act  of  September  24th.  t\ 
izing  "Congress  to  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  all  disputes  subsisting  betwe< 
grantees  of  the  heveral  states  aforesaid  with  one  another,  or  with  either  of  th( 
states  respecting  title  to  lands  lying  in  the  said  district",  and  in  its  place  subst 
the  following: 

Resolnd  unaninwu»ly.  That  it  be.  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  sUtes 
Hampshire.  Massachusetts-Bay  and  N.  York,  to  authorize  Congress  to  proceed  li 
and  determine  all  disputes  subsisting  between  the  grantees  of  the  several  states 
said,  with  one  another,  or  with  either  of  the  said  states,  respecting  title  to  lands 
in  the  said  district,  to  be  heard  and  determined  by  "commissioners  or  jud^e 
bs  appointed  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  9th  article  of  the  confederation  afore 
Statb  Historian. 


[No.  2543.] 
Flour  and  Salt  Suppltf. 

New  Windsor  Oct'r  3d  17 
Sir:  When  the  measure,  of  supplying  public  salt  to  th 
habitants  of  this  State  in  exchange  for  Wheat,  was  first 
ceived,  we  had  in  view  the  supply  of  eight  or  ten  thon 
Bushells,  for  suth  a  PuriHjse.  My  orders  were  sufficiently 
for  having  wbat  could  be  spare<l  from  the  magazines  forwa 
and  if  any  deficiency  happened  to  have  it  made  up  by  new 
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chases.    But  for  some  Weeks  past,  my  demands  for  Cash  have 
been  so  partially  complied  with,  and  the  calls  for  it  have  en- 
creased  so  fast,  that  I  find  my  department  immerged  in  immense 
arreages;  and  there  is  no  prospect  of  imediate  relief  from  the 
Continental  Treasury.    This  unexpected  failure  of  Money  puts 
it  utterly  out  of  my  power  for  the  present,  to  purchase  any  new 
•applies  of  Salt.    I  cannot  inform  your  Legislature,  during  their 
present  Session,  of  the  precise  quantity  that  can  be  spared,  but 
I  am  apprehensive  that  our  present  magazines  are  so  exhausted 
of  that  article  that  they  will  not  aflford  more  than  three  or  four 
thousand  bushells  for  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State.    As  it  may 
not  be  safe  to  have  this  matter  so  precarious,  your  Legislature 
haye  this  information,  that  they  may  take  measures  for  supply- 
ing themselves  through  some  other   Channel.    It   shall  be   my 
Btrongest  endeavour  to  extend  my  supply  to  the  quantity  first 
proposed ;  but  I  cannot  with  my  present  certain  prospects  engage 
to  do  it.    And  as  the  consequence  of  having  too  much  salt  in  the 
state  cannot  be  so  prejudicial  as  having  too  little,  you  doubtless 
will  think  adviseable  to  bring  in  a  large  quantity,  over  and  above 
what  you  expect  to  receive  through  my  department.     I  would 
J^nggest  that  the  persons  employed  to  procure  your  salt  should 
bave  orders  so  far  conditional,  that  if  I  find  it  in  my  power  to 
fnmish  a  suflficiency  for  your  State,  they  may  desist  from  their 
nieasores;  and  the  flour  they  obtain  for  the  purpose  of  the  ex- 
change be  delivered  over  to  my  purchasers,  at  what  it  costs  the 
state.    As  soon  as  I  know  the  certain  quantity  I  can  supply  I  will 
inform  your   Excellency  more  precisely  on   this  point.     In  the 
inean  time  I  am  with  the  greatest  respect  your  Excellency's  most 

obt  &  hbl.  Servant 

Jere.  Wadsworth. 
To  His  Exceiry  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  3544.] 

TRYON  COUNTY'S  EXPOSED  CONDITIOK 

Governor  Clinton  Notifies  Officers  Who  PetUian,  That  Tkejf  Mmt  ' 
Rdy  Upon  Their  Own  MUUia.^ 

Tryon  County,  Sept'r  30  1779, 
May  it  please  your  Excellency,  The  humble  Petition  :0f  tl|i( 
Officers  and  Militia  of  Tryon  County,  publicly  met  at  the  Be- 
quest of  the  Inhabitants  to  represent  unto  your  Excellency  the  . 
Case  and  defenceless  Situation  of  the  Frontiers  at  this  critictl  * 
Juncture.    We  learn  that  the  Army  under  General  Sullivan,  hav- 
ing, as  we  make  no  Doubt,  accomplished  the  grand  Design  of  the 
Expedition  formed  against  our  cruel  Enemies,  is  on  her  Return 
to  the  interior  Parts  of  the  Country.     By  this  Movement  our 
Frontiers  are  left  bare,  and  could,  and  as  we  apprehend  will  be 
an  easy  Prey,  to  an  enraged  Enemy.    During  the  Expedition,  our 
Frontiers,  have  been  continually  invaded  from  Bucks  Island,  and 
altho*  we  had  several  Posts  constantly  at  the  German  Flats  and 
Petersborongh,  many  Lives  were  lost,  and  a  Quantity  of  Prop- 
erty destroyed.     To  the    Western    Enemy,  nothing  is   left,  but 
Submission,  or  Reveujre  and  we  conceive  they  will  fall  ux>on  the 
latter  when  they    see  any    Opportunity,  and  in    this  Case   the 
Fruits  of  the  Expedition  would  be  lost  and  your  Petitioners  in- 
evetably   destroy tnl.    We,  therefore,  most   humbly   crave,  your 
Reconiniondation    to   the   Commander    in    Chief,  to  have   some 
Trooi>s,  under   pro|>er  Otlioers,  posttni   at   the  several   Frontier 
Forts,  in  Order  to  frustrate  and  oppose  with  the  Assistance  of 
the  Militia  all  revengeful  Designs  of  a  cruel  Enemy.     And  do 
most  ejirnestly  pray  your  Exrt»lleu«-y  to  grant  us  such  other  Re- 
lief, as  in  your  Wisilom  you  see  meet,  and  our  present  Circum- 
stauoi's  re4|uiiv.    Aiul  y«»nr  IVtitioners  forever  pray. 
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Jacob  Klock,  Col.,  F.  Fisher,  Col.,  Peter  Bellinger,  Colo.,  Petter 
fVagner,  Colo:,  Volkert  Veeder,  Liut.  Colo.,  John  Nukerk,  Mager, 
3hri»topher  Fox,  Magyr,  Christ  Stofel  Fox,  Magr.,  Abraham 
ITeeder,  Capt.,  John  Hess,  Capt.,  John  Piekerd,  Q.  M.,  Henrig 
aerder,  Capt.,  Jacob  Matthews,  Left.,  George  Conderman,  Left., 
Jotieph  House,  Lt.,  Adam  Leyp,  Capt'n,  Abraham  Arndt,  Ins. 

P.  S.     The  officers  resolved  to  keep  the  third  part  of  the  Militia 
on  duty,  till  further  orders  from  your  Excellency. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


Kingston  4  Oct'r  1779. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  rec'd  your  Ijetter  of  the  30  ulto.  and  am  to 
inform  you  that  Congress  hav'g  by  a  late  Resolution  called  upon 
this  State  to  co-operate,  if  necessary  with  the  army  under  the 
Command  of  his  Excellency,  Genl.  Washington;  no  further  aid 
<;an  be  exx)ected  by  you  (at  present)  than  what  you  shall  derive 
from  the  Strength  of  your  own  County  and  the  Militia  of  Grenl. 
Ten  Broeck's  Brigade  to  the  Northward  of  Albany  &  on  the  west 
side  of  Hudson's  River,  which  I  have  ordered  for  the  Frontier 
Service.    The  Continental  Troops  under  Genl.  Sullivan  will  also 
probably  on  their  Return,  join  the  main  army,  except  such  pro- 
portion of  it  as  he  may  destine  to  occupy  the  western  Posts.    I 
am,  therefore,  to  request  you  that  you  constantly  keep  out  upon 
Datv  as  a  Guard  to  the  Frontiers,  not  only  one  third  Part  of 
the  militia  of  the  County,  but  a  larger  Proportion  if  necessary, 
*nd  that  the  utmost  Care  vigilance  and  attention,  be  used  by 
the  different  Officers  of  the  County  to  prevent  Surpriz(^s  and  for 
%fety  &  Security  of  the  different  Settlements  on  or  near  your 
^^rontiers.    I  have  wrote  to  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  request'g  him  im- 
20 
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the  principal  Officers  cammand'g  near  the  Lines,  that  their 
Parties  are  thereby  often  endangered  and  the  public  Service  es- 
sentially injured.    I  am 

[G.  C] 
Kingston  Oct'r  4  1779. 

[To  Governors  Livingston  and  Trumbull.] 


Governor  CUnton  to  the  Legislature. 
•Gentlemen,  I  have  the  Pleasure  of  laying  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress,  of 
the 26th  Ultimo,  covering  an  Act  of  Oongressf  of  the  same  Date; 
together  with  Extracts  of  tviro  Letters  from  his  Excellency  Gen- 
eml  Washington,  of  the  27th  Ultimo  and  1st  Instant;  and  have 
nwet  earnestly  to  recommend  the  Di8X>atch  of  such  Laws  as  may 
be  esteemed  necessary,  in  Consequence  of  the  Information  con- 
tained in  these  Papers,  and  of  the  Recommendation  of  Congress. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Kingston,  October  4,  1779. 


[No.  2546.] 
The  Troublesome  Question  of  Exchanging  Woynen, 

Head  Quarters  Kingsbridge  October  5th  1779. 

It  is  requested,  that  the  determination  (of  His  Excellency  Gen- 

«al  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  contained  in  the  inclosed  Paper,  relative 

to  the  Families,  of  several  Individuals,  said  to  reside  at  present 

in  New  York,)  may  be  foi*warded  by  the  Officer  Commanding  the 

*^nm.  Joamals  of  the  Legislature. 

*TWi  date,  September  26,  is  manifestly  an  error,  for  Congrress  was  not  in  session  on 
*^  *H.  SondAy.  September  24  Congress  adopted  a  series  of  resolutions  relating  to 
^  Vermoat  dispute  with  instructions  that  a  copy  of  them  be  sent  to  the  States  of 
*••  Tork,    N«w    Hampshire    and    MaaaachusettA.— See  page  2542  and  footnote—STATB 
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advanced  Posts  of  the  Enemy,  to  the  first  General  Officer,  that 
the  contents  may  be  generally  made  known. 

Geo.  Beckwith,  Aid  de  Camp  to  his  Excdleecj 
Lieut.  General  Knyphausen. 


In  consequence  of  frequent  applications,  made  in  favor  of  In- 
dividuals, who  from  Principle,  Conections,  or  other  motives,  wish 
to  obtain  permission  to  reside  in  New  York  or  upon  Long  Island; 
and  particularly,  in  consequence  of  a  late  application,  "  made  by 
the  wives  and  Families  of  several  Persons,  who  are  said  to  live 
within  the  protection  of  Government,"  which  was  delivered  in 
writing  at  Kingebridge,  a  few  days  ago,  by  a  Lieut't  Colonel  of 
Militia,  who  came  with  a  Flag  of  Truce  for  that  purpose  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Fish-Kills: 

His  Excellency  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton  has  been  pleased  to 
direct  it  to  be  made  known,  that  no  Families  in  the  above  pre- 
dicament will  be  admitted,  unless  previous  permission  is  obtained 
for  that  purpose,  for  which  applications  are  to  be  made  by  their 
Conections,  with  whom  they  wish  to  live. 

His  Excellency  Lieutenant  General  Knyphausen,  Commanding 
at  Kingsbridge,  takes  the  first  opportunity  of  communicating  the 
Commander  in  Chief's  determination  upon  this  Subject,  as  well 
for  the  advantage  of  the  Individuals  immediately  concerned  a« 
to  prevent  the  continual  applications  made  by  Flags  of  Truce  foi 
this  purpose. 

By  order  of  His  Excellency  Lieutenant  General  Knyphausen. 

Geo.  Beckwith,  Aid  de  Camp. 
Head  Quarters  Kingsbridge,  October  5th  1779. 
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[No.  2547.] 

GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS  DEFEATED. 

Chvenwir  -Clinton   Extends  Congratulations  and  Best   'Wishes   to 

John  Ja/y, 

Poukeepsie  5th  October  1779. 

Dear  Sir;  I  received  your  Favour  of  the  29th  Ultimo  on  my  way 
from  Kingston  to  this  Place  whither  I  was  called  by  the  Indis- 
I>oeition  of  my  little  Boy  who  is  so  extreamly  low  as  to  leave  ua^ 
but  little  Hope  of  his  Recovery. 

I  most  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  your  late  Appointment 
&  you  have  my  warmest  Wishes  that  your  Embassy  may  be  at- 
teiMled  with  Success  equal  to  your  Integrity  &  Abilities.  I  am 
sensible  it  is  of  the  utmost  Importance  to  have  a  wise  Repre- 
sentation in  Congress,  but  tho  all  appear  to  agree  in  this  the- 
Election  to  that  Office  will  frequently  be  governed  more  by  per- 
sonal prejudice  than  the  public  Good.  The  Members  elected  for 
the  present  year  are,  yourself,  Messrs.  Duane,  Floyd,  Scott  & 
THomedieu.  The  latter  &  Mr.  G.  Morris  on  casting  up  the  Votes 
had  an  equal  Number,  but  on  the  Ballot  of  both  Houses  it  went 
in  Favour  of  Mr.  rilomedieu  by  one  or  two  Votes.  The  Im- 
prudence of  some  of  Mr.  Morris's  friends  in  voting,  occassiond 
the  loss  of  his  Election;  however  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  he 
will  be  appointed  [to]  fill  up  the  Vacancy  which  will  [be]  oc- 
casioned by  your  Absence,  &  should  this  be  the  Case  he  must 
not  decline  serving,  as  his  refusal  woud  not  only  Injure  his  own 
Interest  but  that  of  his  best  Friends. 

The  Resolutions  of  Congress  for  settling  the  Disputes  respect- 
ing the  New  Hampshire  Grants  were  received  but  two  Days 
before  I  left  Kingston.  I  have  not,  therefore,  been  able  to  col- 
lect the  Sense  of  the  Legislature  respecting  them.    They  appear 
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to  be  agreable  to  such  of  the  Members  as  I  have  had  an  Op* 
portunity  of  conversing  with  &  to  those  I.  have  taken  the  libertj 
of  communicating  your  Letter  on  that  Subject  to. 

Altho  it  is  almost  two  months  since  the  Meeting  of  the  Legii- 
lature,  a  few  Bills  &  most  of  these  of  little  Importance  have  yet 
been  enacted.  The  confiscation  &  Tax  Bills  are  the  great  Object! 
of  Controversy  &  occassions  the  Delay  of  all  other  Business,  thrf 
there  are  some  Matters  which  at  this  Juncture  require  the  mort 
immediate  Dispatch,  especially  if  we  are  to  expect  the  Arival  of 
the  French  Squadron  in  this  Quarter. 

As  I  expect  your  Brother  will  hand  you  this,  I  omit  adding 
many  Matters  resi)ecting  the  State  of  which  he  will  be  able  to 
inform  you.  I  cant  expect  the  Pleasure  of  another  Line  from  yon 
before  your  Departure,  as  your  Time  must  be  fully  employed  in 
the  necessary  Preparations  for  so  long  a  Voyage.  But  if  you 
shoud  find  a  Moment's  Leisure  when  abroad,  be  assured  you  hare 
not  a  Friend  who  will  be  more  happy  in  hearing  of  your  Wel- 
fare. I  conclude  Mrs.  Jay  is  to  company  you.  Mrs.  Clinton  joins 
me  in  oflfering  our  best  Respects  to  her  &  in  wishing  you  a  pros- 
perous Passage,  Health  &  Happiness.     I  am,  my  D'r  Sir,  yoor 

most  Affectionate  Friend, 

Geo.  Clinton. 
[To  John  Jay.] 


1 


[No.  2548.] 
^or  ih0  Ships  Montff4}merif  and  €m%gress  in  the  Highlandi. 
Fort  Montgomery,  6th  October  1771. 

Vbt  TMt-!'r*r  mS  Oa!He»  are  to  fake  their  Orders  from  Capt 

I  Bc^V    .<  t!^  Aip  Moulifonterj,  who  is  to  moke  snch  Dispodtioa 

lie  OlDuert  and  men  oA  board  as  will  in  Ui 
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V 

pinion  be  most  conducive  to  the  public  Service;  they  are  to  be 
imidered  as  Tenders  to  his  Ship,  and  he  will  be  responsible  for 
eir  Conduct  which  the  Grenl.  doubts  not  will  do  them  Honor. 
\e  Ship  Congress  is  immediately  to  proceed  up  to  Fort  Consti- 
tioo,  and  come  too  there,  in  the  Station  safest  for  the  Ship 
d  most  proper  to  annoy  the  Enemy.  The  Officer  commanding 
?  Ship  Congress  on  his  arrival  at  Fort  Constitution,  is  to  con- 
It  with  the  commanding  Officer  there,  and  with  the  Officer  com- 
inding  the  Artillery,  as  to  the  best  measure  to  oppose  the 
lemy,  if  that  Post  should  be  attacked,  so  as  that  the  Garrison 
d  Ship  may  be  able  to  act  in  concert ;  and  if  any  Artillerymen 
other  Hands  can  be  spared  from  the  Garrison  for  the  Ship 
?j  are  to  be  sent  on  board.  In  this  the  Officers  will  be  governed 
the  utility  of  putting  men  where  they  can  be  of  most  ad- 
Btage  in  opi>o8ing  the  Enemy. 

Ooppy  of  Genl.  Orders.        P,  Daniel  Hammill,  Maj. 
^j  exam'd  by  Robt.  Benson. 


[No.  2549.] 

SUGGESTIONS  FEOM  JOHN  JAY. 

wej  Schenectady  for  the  Capital  of  the  State — First  Proposition 
0  Cede  New  York  8ta4e  Lands  West  of  Niagara  to  the  General 

'iivemment. 

PhiPa,  7th  Oct'r  1779. 

[>e«p  Sir,  Ton  will  receive  this  by  Mr.  Phelps,  of  whose  Fidelity 
New  York  I  heve  a  good  opinion ;  tho  I  cannot  approve  of  all 
^  mtnoeiiTres  to  fierve  the  State  on  this  occasion.  He  appears 
Ither  to  want  Talents  or  Zeal,  but  the  latter  is  not  always  ac- 
ittif  to  knowled^,  and  the  former  carry  him  sometimes  into 
i  (D-  Om  of  the  New  Hampshire  Delegates  told  me  \i\iaX. 
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Phelps,  in  order  to  engage  him  against  Vermont,  endeaTomtc 
persuade  him  that  New  Hampshire  had  a  Right  to  a  nanriMi 
Townshix>s  in  it;  and  he  further  told  me,  that  on  coiEq[MiriDg  nc 
with  the  Massachusets  Delegates,  he  found  that  Phelpft  had  b 
playing  the  same  Game  with  them.  This  Story  he  told  me  i» 
Presence  of  some  of  the  Massachusets  Delegates  who  smilei'i 
were  silent.  I  have  never  said  any  thing  of  this  to  Phelps  bees 
it  could  have  answered  no  good  Purpose;  and  I  mention  it 
you,  as  a  Circumstance  which  marks  the  man.  He  has,  howe^ 
by  talking  on  the  Subject  with  every  body,  done  good.  In 
opinion  his  Exi>ences  should  be  paid  without  Hesitation,  and 
should  be  so  treated  as  to  go  Home  in  perfect  good  Humour  u 
the  Legislature,  for  whom  he  now  professes  great  Regard 
Elsteem,  &  I  believe  he  is  sincere  in  his  attachment.  Men  of 
Turn  and  Talk  are  always  useful  when  properly  directed.  Ii 
easily  done  by  encouraging  the  good  opinion  he  entertains  of 
own  Importance. 

The  exceeding  high   opinion  entertained   here  of  your  C 

stitutiou  and  the  wisdom  of  your  Counsels,  has  made  a  d 

Impression  on  many  People  of  wealth  and  Consequence  io  1 

State,  who  are  dis«!atislied  with  their  own;  and  unless   tl 

opinions  should  prt»viously  be  changed,  will  remove  to  New  Y 

the  moment  the  Enemy  leave  it.  Mr.  Gerard,  (who  seems  bd 

•icquainted  with  Republics  than  almost  any   man   I   have  e 

known)  has   passtnl   many  Encomiums   on   our   Constitution 

Government  and  I  am  persuaded,  no  Circumstance  will  cond 

more  to  the  rapulation  of  our  Country  by  migrations  from  oth 

than  the  Keservati«>n  of  iis  vitror  and  Roputaiion. 

This  unhapx^y  City  is  all  in  Confusion:  the  Government  w; 

•**«,  and  tlio  public  l\»ari-  has  for  some  I>ay8  l>een  destn 
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bj  mobfl  and  Riots  which  ^eem  to  defy  the  authority  of  the 
aagistiate.  This  is  one  of  the  Fruits  of  their  whimsical  Oonsti- 
titioiiy  and  of  the  Countenance  given  to  Committees  &  let 
PoliticiaDS  leam  from  this,  to  dread  the  least  Deviation  from  the 
line  of  Constitutional  authority.  Ohsta  PrindpUs,  is  a  good 
«Kdm,  bat  all  have  not  sufficient  Decision  in  their  Conduct  to 
^kaerve  it.  Grovemment  once  relaxed  is  not  easily  braced.  And 
it  is  far  more  difficult  to  reassume  Powers  than  i)ermit  them  to 
be  taken  and  executed  by  those  who  have  no  Right  by  the  Con- 
ititntion  to  hold  them. 

Morris  is  again  with  us,  and  I  am  glad  of  it.  His  Constituents 
wmt  be  either  infatuated,  or  wretchedly  misinformed,  if  they 
ttoit  continuing  him  in  the  Delegation.  But 'you  know  my  Senti- 
Bents  on  this  Subject,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  it.  For 
BetTen's  Sake,  ©end  an  able  Delegation  and  preserve  the  high 
I  Bank  you  hold  among  the  States.  I  wish  Hobart*  may  be  sent; 
at  this  Season  he  would  be  particularly  useful,  and  I  am  sure 
ontil  your  Vermont  Business  be  over,  a  special  occasion  for  his 
being  here  will  clearly  exist. 

One  of  the  New  Hampshire  Delegates  seonts  much  inclined  to 
make  the  Ridge  of  mountains  instead  of  Connecticut  River,  the 
Boundary  between  us;  and  that  the  Soil  between  the  mountains 
and  the  River  should  remain  the  Property  of  thos<*  to  whom  it 
fcad  been  granted  either  under  New  York  or  New  Hampshire. 
He  observed,  and  I  think  with  Propriety,  that  this  Line  by  divid- 

•John  Sloss  Hobart  was  born  In  Fairfield.  Connecticut,  In  1738.  and  graduated  at 
Taie;  he  studied  law  and  practised  hie  profession  in  New  York.  He  was  very  active 
•t  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  and  served  as  a  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Convention,  as 
»«aber  of  the  New  York  Congress,  and  was  on  the  committee  to  draft  the  first  con- 
•titvtion  of  New  York.  In  July,  1777.  he  was  promoted  to  the  bench,  took  a  very 
KWDinent  part  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  and  iHJcanie  one  of  thr-  three  judjres  of 
Cit  Snpreme  Court.  In  January'.  1798.  he  was  elected  United  States  Senator,  but  held 
ttet  offlce  for  a  few  months,  owing  to  his  appointment  as  Judge  of  the  United  States 
"l*Wct  Covrt  of  New  York.    He  died  February  4,  18(^.— State  Historian. 


314  Public  Papers  of  Oeorgb  Clinton. 

ing  the  disaffected  between  the  two  States,  would  teaiet  thest' 
duction  of  them  to  good  order  less  difficult,  and  by  intefC*""* 
both  States  in  their  allegiance  prevent  their  again  actinia  ** 
Body  or  easily  uniting  their  Ck>un8ell  for  Purposes  injurio^** 
Government.  My  Reply  to  this  Gentleman  was,  that  1  to^ 
authority  to  say  any  thing  on  this  Subject,  that  I  knew  the  8**^ 
of  New  York  to  be  sincerely  disposed  to  cultivate  Harmony  trf* 
her  neighbours,  and  was  persuaded  that  no  Settlement  founds 
in  Justice  &  mutual  Convenience  will  be  disagreable  to  them.  1 
you,  however,  I  must  confess  that  the  Line  he  proposed  does  d< 
appear  to  me  to  be  impolitic.  We  have  unquestionably  moi 
Territory  than  we  can  govern,  and  the  Loss  of  that  Strip  wool 
not  in  my  opinion  over-ballance  the  advantages  resulting  from  i 
On  the  contrary,  unless  I  am  much  mistaken,  exclusive  of  otb 
Considerations,  the  less  our  People  have  to  with  Connectici 
River  the  better.  I  would  rather  see  the  Productions  of  oi 
Country  go  to  the  Sea  b\'  another  Rout. 

The  Country  west  of  Niagara,  on  the  present  Ideas  which  pi 
vail  and  by  the  articles  of  Confederation,  belongs  to  New  Yor 
As  it  lies  beyond  the  convenient  Reach  of  Government,  the  Bete 
tion  of  it  would  rather  incommode  than  benefit  us.  It  won 
always  be  the  object  of  En\'3'  and  Jealousy  to  the  other  Stat^ 
and  x>erhaps  the  Subject  of  Dispute.  I  would,  therefore,  be  i 
ceding  it  to  the  Continent  at  a  proper  Season,  or  otherwise  i 
posing  of  it  in  a  way  that  would  conduce  to  the  Credit  and 
tete&t  i3i  the  State.   To  this  way  you  can  be  no  Stranger. 

te  is  another  matter  which  I  think  deserves  attention; 

'^D'vennnent.    On  this  Subject  I  have  beston 

ORilt  is,  a  perfect  and  full  Conviction  tl 

3r  place  in  the  State,  and  the  booi 

carried   into    Execution    the  beti 
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Bhould  I  have  Time  and  opportunity  before  my  Departure  1 
flhall  transmit  to  you  my  Reflections  on  this  Subject.  Many  of 
them  will  naturally  occur  to  you.  I  will  just  hint,  however,  that 
it  will  not  be  easy  to  remove  the  Seat  of  Govemm't  from  any 
Place  you  may  appoint  for  the  Purpose  &  therefore  that  great 
Oare  should  be  taken  in  the  Choice.  My  Sollicitude  for  the  wel- 
fare and  Honor  of  the  State  prompts  me  to  say  many  other 
things  interesting  to  both,  but  I  have  no  Leisure  at  present. 

I  must,  however,  recommend  to  you  to  appoint  Coll.  Hughes 
to  be  Sherif  of  the  City  &  County  of  New  York.  I  should  also- 
think  it  right  for  the  Council  of  Appointment  to  provide  for 
Cols.  Lamb  &  Malcolm. 

Believe  me  to  be,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  Friend  &  Serv't 
Gov.  Clinton.  John  Jay. 

[No.  2550.] 
Dr.  Vach'8  Modest  Bill. 

The  State  of  New  York 

To  John  George  Vach  Surgeon  Dr.  Viz. 
To  heeling  Capt  Rlchter's  Arm  which  was  shattered  very  bad  in  a  Skirmish 

he  had  with  a  party  of  Indians  being  dressed  twice  every  day  from  the  20th 

of  April  to  the  6th  August  1779  £150.  3.0 

To  heeling  Mrs.  Rlchter's  wound  she  received  from  the  said  Indians  being 

dressed  twice  a  day  from  the  20th  of  April  to  the  7th  Day  of  June  1779  S5.10.4 

To   heeling  Peter  Shlrter's   wound  he  received   in  the  said  Skirmish  being 

dress'd  twice  a  day  from  the  s'd  20th  Ap.  to  the  22  day  of  May  54.  6.8 

To  heeling  Jost  Fols's  wounds  his  arm  being  badly  shattered  &  having  a  cut 

with  a  Tomhawk  which  were  dressed  once  a  day  from  the  6th  Day  of 

August  to  the  8th  Day  of  Oct.  1779  100.  0.0 


£390.  0.0- 
N.  B.    I  had  4  Miles  to  go  every  day  to  where  the  above  mentioned  Folks  was. 


[No.  2551.] 
Con{tre88  Finance  and  Taxation. 
Sir;    I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  your  Excellency,  sundry 
reeolntions  of  Congress  of  the  6th  and  7th  Instant*  for  supplying 

•See  pas0  821. 
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the  Continental  Treasury,  and  to  request  the  eartiest  commimieii 
tion  of  them  to  the  Legislatire  antlivrity  of  your  State. 

The  money  which  Congress  are  at  liberty  to  emit,  will 
ably  be  expended  in  the  beginning  of  December  next  and  sul 
'  quent  supplies  must  be  furnished  by  the  States.  This  eyincei 
the  necessity  of  the  punctual  payment  of  their  respective  quotai| 
on  which  their  public  credit  the  existence  of  their  army  and  the 
support  of  their  liberties  so  greatly  depend.    ' 

Congress  are  deeply  concerned  to  find  that  the  sums  required  | 
are  so  great;  but,  since  the  emissions  are  limited,  they  doubt  not 
that  the  operation  of  taxes  and  other  salutary  measures  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  will  reduce  the  prices  of  Articles  and  enables 
them  to  lessen   '^e  quotas  required,  or  apply  part  thereof  to 

i 

diminish  the  i>-*iiic  debt, — to  promote  so  desirable  an  object, 
Congress  on  their  part  will  endearor  to  observe  the  strictest 
Economy  in  the  expenditures. 

I  Lave  only  to  add,  that  Warrants  will  be  issued  on  the  Treas- 
urers of  the  respective  States  for  the  quotas  to  be  furnished  on 
the  first  of  January  next,  and  that  I  remain  with  the  greatest 
respect,  Your  Kxcell'cy's  most  obedient  and  very  hum.  serv't 

Saml.  Huntington,  President. 
Phila.  !Hh  Uctob'r  1771). 

His  Kxcellenov  The  riovernor  of  New  York. 


iioirnior  Clinton  Atmonmrs  to  the  Lffjislature  the  Appointment  of 
John  J  at/  as  Minister  to  Spain. 

•(tentlfuieu,    \\\  Letit»r  from  the  Honorable  John  Jay,  Es<];  I 
am  informed  he  is  apiMjinted  Minister  from  the  United  States  of 

'"1  Journal*  of  the  X-ojs^sl.aure. 
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Jbnerica,  to  the  Conrt  of  Madrid,  and  that  he  is  to  sail  in  a  few 

Days;   which  I  thought  proper  to  communicate  to  the  Legisla* 

iiire,  in  Order,  if  they  shonld  conceive  it  necessary,  that  a  suit- 

iMe  Person*  may  be  elected  to  supply  his  Place  in  Congress. 

Geo.  Clinton, 
^ngston,  October  9,  1779. 


[No.  2552.] 

flocemor    Clinton   Writes  to   Qtneral  Washington  and  Promises 
Hearty  Cooperation. 

Pokeepsje  9  Oct'r  1779. 

D'r  Sir,  Immediately  on  the  Rec't  of  your  first  Letter  intimat- 
ing  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  reinforce  y  -  Excellency  by 
t  formidable  Body  of  the  State  Militia,  I  recommended  to  the  Leg- 
islature the  enact'g  such  Laws  as  sho'd  appear  adequate  to  this 
Pnrpose  as  well  as  for  draw'g  forth  new  Supplies  of  Provision 
on  this  extraordinary  occasion.  Since  which  I  have  been  favored 
with  a  Copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  26  ult.  on  that  Subject 
la  Duplicate  of  which  you  inclose  me)  &  have  laid  it  before  the 
I>^?:islature,  and  as  they  discover  the  most  chearful  Disposition 
for  promoting  this  Service  I  have  not  the  least  Doubt  but  they 
will  adopt  the  most  vigorous  measures,  f  Notwithstand'g  the  pe- 
culiar Situation  of  the  State,  I  have  not  to  complain  of  the  Num- 
ber of  Men  which  your  E^xcellency  has  required  of  us,  and  I  flat- 
ter myself  with  the  Hope  that  no  Failure  will  take  Place,  for 
want  of  a  prompt  &  full  Compliance  on  our  Part  &  it  shall  be  my 
first  Business  to  issue  the  necessary  Orders  and  my  greatest  Care 
to  «ee  them  carried  into  effectual  Execution.  ♦  I  think  it  proper 

*0i  Oetobv  ISth  the  lesislftture  In  Joint  convention  elected  General  Philip  Schuyler 
•■  John  Jmfu  oecMsor  In  Congress.— State  Historian. 
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however  to  mention  to  your  Excellency,  that  we  will  not  be  lUe 

to  take  the  Field  with  Tents  &  Camp  Kettles  as  what  we  htie 

Lad  of  these  articles  has  been  long  since  expended  or  delivered 

ov<  r  to  the  Continent  and  we  have  not  had  it  in  onr  Power  to 

replace  them.      Exclusive  of  the  Flour  &  Wheat  which  the  Leg* 

islature  have  by  Law  enabled  the  Commissary  to  furnish  tte 

Army  with,  it  is  proposed  that  the  militia  provide  themselftt 

with  40  Days  Flour,  as  it  is  thought  they  may  be  able  to  draw 

this  Supply  from  their  own  private  Stock  without  interfering 

wUh  such  as  the  Commissary  may  be  able  to  collect. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Washington.] 


[No.  2553.] 

The  Commissary  General  and  the  Supply  of  Flour  for  the  J.rmy— 
Chvemor  Clinton's  Reply, 

Murderers  Creek  Oct'r  11th  1779. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  just  finished  a  letter  to  you  and  Received  fur 
ther  advice  from  Congress  respecting  my  application;  they  bav< 
given  me  leave  to  draw  for  two  hundred  Hogsheads  of  RucTi 
which  will  be  a  good  supply;  by  this  same  Express  I  have  advir 
that  little  flour  can  be  had  for  this  Army  as  the  demands  for  th< 
French  Fleet  are  great,  and  the  confusion  and  disorder  in  th< 
City  of  Philadelphia  retards  every  measure.  I  wish  Congres 
may  not  be  embarrassed  by  this  tumult;  on  the  6th  instant,  mal 
ters  were  not  settled  and  those  persons  who  had  been  imprisoned 
as  Rioters  were  enlarged  &  the  mob  imprisoned  a  Mr.  Lewis  i 
others.  I  am  really  afraid  we  shall  draw  no  supplies  from  th 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  this  Army  before  Winter,  and  n 
iiopes  of  flour  remain  but  from  this  State  for  our  present  Vm 
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Xr  Sir,  with  much  esteem  &  regard,  Your  Excellency's 

)t.  Humble  Serv't 

Jere.  Wadsworth. 
y  Governor  Clinton. 


Kingston  15  Oct'r  1779. 

ir,    I  am  favored  with  your  two  Letters  of  the  11"  Inst 

^islature  have  lately  passed  a  Law  for  farther  supplying 

y  with  one  Eighth  more  of  the  last  Crop  and  have  also 

f  the  Limitations  of  Price.    Thus  I  think,  we  have  the 

Reasons  to  hope  that  a  competent  Supply  for  the  army 

peedily  obtained;  if  there  is  water  sufficient  for  turning 

8  to  convert  the  wheat  into  Flour.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
Wadsworth.] 


[No.  2554.] 
One  Ton  of  Powder  Ordered  for  the  Militia. 

Poukeepsie  Oct'r  11th  1779. 

5y  an  act  of  the  Legislature  (a  Copy  of  which  is  published 

'nclosed  News  Paper)  you  are  required  to  purchase  in 

to  the  military  Stores  of  this  State,  one  Ton*  of  Gun 

As  the  Detachment  of  militia  now  ordered  out  will 

immediate  need  of  ammunition,  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 

?sires  that  you  will,  without  a  moment's  Delay,  purchase 

e  Quantity  of  Gun  Powder  &  cause  the  same  to  be  made 


it  is  necess&ry  that  the  military  magazine  of  this  state  should  always  be 
ed  with  ammunition,  Colonel  John  Lasher,  commissioner  of  the  military 
lis  state,  shall  and  is  hereby  required  without  delay  in  addition  to  the  said 
3re«,  to  purchase  one  ton  of  gunpowder  and  to  apply  and  dispose  of  the 
time  to  time  in  manner  as  is  directed  by  law,  concerning  the  other  military 
ills  state,  and  to  draw  for  the  purchase  money  thereof  on  the  treasurer  of 
who  is  hereby  required  to  pay  and  discharge  such  draft  to  the  person  in 
r  the  same  shall  be  drawn  out  of  any  monies  in  the  treasury— Laws  of  New 
ter  13,  Third  Session. 
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up  in  cartridges  of  different  Sizes,  for  the  nse  of  the  militii 
Yrs.  &c.  Robt.  BencKm,  A.  D.  C. 

Colo.  Lasher,  Commiss'r  of  Military  Stores. 


[No.  2555.] 

Privileges  Refused  to  Tory  Families   Until  Women  and  CMUra 
Captured  at  Cherry  TaUey  and  on  the  Frontier  are  Returned, 

To  whom  it  concerns. 

No  Permissions  will  be  granted  to  the  Wives  and  Families  o 
Persons  who  have  joined  the  Enemy  to  remove  from  the  Conntr 
until  the  Women  and  Children  taken  at  Cherry  Valley  and  othe 
Places  on  the  Frontiers  are  returned  to  their  Husbands  • 
Friends. 
[Oct.  13,  1779.] 
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[No.  2557.] 

Estimate  of  Militia  Forces  to  Cooperate  With  Cfeneral  WartiifA 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers. 

Estimate  including  Non  Commissioned  Officers. 

Dutchess                                                          32361-3  101 

Ulster 
McClaughiy's — 457  deduct  for  Peinpack  &c. 

57—                                                                       400 1-3  133 

Hardenbergb's  .                                                     541  ISO 

CantineVs                                                                 390  130     5 

Snyder's                                                                  398  132 

Orange 

Hathorn's                                                                 ^44  111 

Woodhuirs                                                               327  109     4 

Allison's,  315,  deduct  for  Loss  at  Minisink  65,  250  83 

Hay's,  424,  deduct  for  Loss  since  124,               300  100 

Albany 

Livingston's                                                             479  159 

R.  V-n  Renselaer's                                                 173  57 

Whitings                                                                 425  141 

Van  Alstyne's                                                         266  88     7 

Van  Ness'                                                               330  110 

Lansing's                                                                230  76 

Quackenboss'                                                           266  88 

27 
West  Chester 

Drake's  40 

Hanson's  40 

Thomas'  20 

Crane's  50      1 


Deduct  for  Frontier  Service  in  the  Counties  of 
Ulster  &  Orange 

fn       -  1779.] 


2S 
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her  Messages  from  Congress  to  the  Legislature. 
?n,   I  take  the  earliest  Opportunity  of  laying  before 
ure,  two  Acts  of  Congi*es8,of  the  6th  and  7th  Infltant,t 
g  the  Continental  Treasury  by  monthly  Assessments; 
h  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency^  the  President,  of  the 

accompanying  the  same. 

Geo.  Clinton, 
ctober  18,  1779. 


i  of  the  Legislature. 

»,  Coosress  passed  the  following  resolutions: 

t.  Id  addition  to  the  sums  required  bjr  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of 
r,  1777.  and  2d  January  and  2l8t  May,  1779,  the  seTeral  states  b6  called 
such  manner  as  they  may  Judge  expedient,  sufficient  sums  to  enable 
■)  the  continental  treasury  or  to  the  order  of  Congress,  on  the  Ist  day 
t,  and  on  the  l&t  day  of  each  succeeding  month,  until  the  1st  day  of 
?lu6ive.  their  respective  proportions  of  15,000,000  of  dollars: 
which  may  be  so  paid  by  any  of  the  states  during  the  continuance  of 
e  passed  to  their  respective  credits,  on  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  Ist 
lution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  November,  1777: 

several  states  be  respectively  charged  with  the  annual  interest  of  six 
ill  deficiencies  in  the  payment  of  the  several  quotas  which  have  been 
red  of  them:" 

i^ess  adopted  the  following  resolutions: 

It  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  direct  their  treasurers  to 
^•ess,  on  the  first  day  of  every  month,  returns  of  the  sums  which  they 
.lively  received  for  supplying  the  continental  treasury;  that  the  money 
in  be  credited  from  the  respective  dates  of  the  returns,  and  that  th© 
on  the  journals  of  Congress, 
r-  appointed  to  apportiou  the  quotas  of  the  respective  states,  brought 
•reupon, 

t  the  quotas  of  the  several  states  to  make  up  the  monthly  assessment 
lollars.  to  be  paid  the  first  day  of  February  next,  and  the  first  day  of 
month,  to  the  first  day  of  Oetober  next,  inclusive,  be  as  follows: 

ampshire  400.000  dollars. 

husetts-Bay,  2,300,000  do 

Island.   &c.  200,000  do 

ti<ut,  1,700,000  do 

ork.  750,000  do 

rsey.  900,000  do 

Ivania,  2.300,000  do 

ir«».  170,000  do 

ud.  1.580,000  do 

a,  2.500,000  do 

Carolina,  1,000.000  do 

Carolina.  1,200,000  do 


15,000,000 


invaded,  is  hereafter  to  raise  its  proportion. 

Sir.  Houston,  seconded  by  Mr.   Morris, 
It  neither  the  present  nor  any  former  apportionment  of  quotas  of  tJUtes 
sutes  be  considered  as  a  precedent." 
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[No.  2o5a] 

Thursday,  December  Ninth,  Selected  as  a  Day  of  Thamb 

Circular. 

Philadelphia  October  2011 

Sir,  You  will  receive  enclosed  herewith  an  Act  of  Oon 

this  day,  recommending  to  the  several  States,  that  Thoi 

ninth  of  December  next,  be  appointed  a  day  of  public  Tl 

ing.    I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  sentimentfi  of  esteen 

gard,  your  ExceH'cy's  humble  servant 

Saml.  Huntington,  Pre 

His  Excoil'cy,  The  Governor  of  New  York. 


^WHEREAS  It  becomes  us  humbly  to  approach  the  throne  of  Almicbt: 
gratitude  and  praise  for  the  wonders  which  his  goodness  has  wrought  in  coi 
fore-fathers  to  this  western  world;  for  his  protection  to  them  and  to  th< 
amidst  difficulties  and  dangers;  for  raising  us.  their  children,  from  deep 
be  numbered  among  the  nations  of  the  earth;  and  for  arming  the  hands 
mighty  princes  in  our  deliverance;  and  especially  for  that  he  hath  been 
grant  us  the  enjoyment  of  health,  and  so  to  order  the  revolTing  seasons,  th 
hath  produced  her  encrease  in  abundance,  blessing  the  labours  of  the  b 
and  spreading  plenty  through  the  land;  that  he  hath  prospered  our  arms  i 
our  ally:  been  a  shield  to  our  troops  in  the  hour  of  danger,  pointed  thei 
victory  and  led  them  in  triumph  over  the  bulworks  of  the  foe;  that  he  bat 
those  who  went  out  into  the  wilderness  against  the  savage  tribes;  that  he 
the  hand  of  the  spoiler,  and  turned  back  bis  meditated  destruction:  that  h< 
pered  our  commerce,  and  given  success  to  those  who  fought  the  enemy 
of  the  deep;  and  above  all.  that  he  hath  diffused  the  glorious  light  of 
whereby,  through  the  merits  of  our  gracious  Redeemer,  we  may  become 
his  eternal  glory;  therefore, 

Rfsolcfd.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states,  to  appoint  Thurs 
of  December  next,  to  be  a  day  of  public  and  solemn  thanksgiving  to  Almig 
his  mercies,  and  of  prayer  for  the  continuance  cf  his  favour  and  proiet  ti 
United  States;  to  beseech  him  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  ir 
public  councils,  and  bless  them  with  wisdom  from  on  high,  with  unacimi 
and  success;  that  he  would  go  forth  with  our  hosts  and  crown  our  armies  ii 
that  he  would  grant  to  his  church  the  plentiful  tfTusions  of  divine  grac« 
out  his  holy  spirit  on  all  ministers  of  the  gospel;  that  he  would  bless 
the  means  of  education,  and  spread  the  l:gbt  of  Christian  knowledge  thro 
motest  corners  of  the  earth:  that  he  would  smile  upon  the  labours  of  his 
cause  the  earth  to  bring  forth  her  fruits  ;n  abundance;  that  we  may  wii 
and  gladness  enjoy  tbt^m;  that  he  «ould  take  Into  his  holy  protection  ou 
ally,  give  h'.m  victory  over  his  cntni:es.  and  render  him  signally  great,  a: 
of  his  p*^>rle  and  the  protector  of  the  r.ghts  of  mankind:  that  he  would  g 
pleastd  to  turn  the  hearts  of  our  tiitmiej-,  ar.d  to  dispense  the  blessings 
contrndirg  natiot.s.  that  he  Wv^u.d  :n  nit  r  y  look  down  upon  us.  pardon  c 
rci'eive  us  into  his  favour,  and  fir.illy,  :i;at  he  would  establish  the  iud* 
these  l"n;tt=d  States  upon  the  tisis  of  religion  and  virtue,  and  support 
them  in  the  enjv»yu;«:nt  of  peavC.  I.tKrty  aid  safety. 

l\>ne  in  Congrxss^  the  2i«ih  day  of  O. '.otnfr.  one  thousand  seven  hundred  t 
nice,  and  m  the  4lh  year  cf  the  :nd.  r«  :^d*  nee  of  the  I'nited  Sutes  of  Am' 

Attest; 

Samuel  Huntington. 
Charles  Thomson.  £ 
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[No.  6428.] 

Oeneral  Knox  Removes  Troops  Who  Were  Encamped  on  Oovemor 

CUnton^s  Farm. 

♦New  Windsor  19th  October  1779. 

Dear  Sir,  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  favor  I  directed 
Oolonel  (3arrington,  to  order  the  Companies  encampd  on  your 
farm  to  some  other  place  and  to  have  the  fences  and  enclosures 
repaird — he  has  reported  to  me  that  the  men  encampd  there  are 
removd  and  the  enclosures  repaird. 

I  hope  soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  congratulating  your  E)xoel- 

lency  on  the  arrival  of  Count  D'Eistaing.    I  am,  with  great  respect 

your  Excellency's  Hble.  Serv. 

H.  Knox. 
His  Excellency,  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  2559.] 

Vermont  Appoints  Five  Agents  to  Present  Her  Claims  to  Congresi 

for  Recognition  to  Statehood. 

Btate  of  Vermont.  In  General  Assembly  Manchester  20th 
Oct'r  1779. 

Resolved,  Unanimously,  That  five  persons  be  chosen,  by  ballot, 
Agents  in  behalf  of  the  freemen  of  this  State,  to  appear  at  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  first  day  of 
Peb'y  next;  and  that  they,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  hereby  fully 
authorised  and  impowered  by  the  representatives  of  the  Freemen 
aforesaid,  to  vindicate  their  right  to  Independence  at  that  Honor- 
Uble  Board. 

And,  furthermore,  our  said  agents,  or  any  three  of  them,  are 
lere*by  amply  impowered  to  agree,  upon,  and  fully  to  settle  arti- 

•^^m  Volume  XXIV,  Clinton  MSS. 
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cles  of  Union  and  confedersktion  in  behalf  of  thib  Stat^,  w 
United  States,  which  shall  be  valid  and  binding  on  ns, 
constituents,  and  our  successors.  And  our  said  agenter  are 
further  empowered  to  transact  all  other  political  affairs 
State  at  Congress  as  a  ffcee  &  Independent  State,  and  repoi 
proceedings  herein  to  this  Assembly  as  soon  as  lAa  j  be.  - 

The  meml)ers  chosen,  B.Geril.' Ethan  Allen,*  the  ^on'blc 
Fay  &  Paul  Spooner,  Esqns.  Stephen  B.  Bradley,  Esqr.  a 
hon'ble  Moses  Robinson,  Esqr. 

Extract  from  the  Journals. 

Roswell  Hopkins,  Crk. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

M  Council  Manchester  Oct'r  22,  1779. 

Read  &  concured. 

Joseph  Fay,  See'y. 
(Copy) 


[No.  2560.] 

The  Treasury  Office  Takes  Measures  to  Guard  Against  Cou 

BiUs. 

Treasury  Office  Philadelphia  Oct'r  22d 
Sir,  By  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  14th  of  Janoai 
Jt  betnic  provided  that  a  sufficient  Number  of  Proof  Sheets 
Xew  Billii  tht'U  or<li*red  to  be  emitted  ^Uould  be  struck,  an 
with  the  RigBatiin?«  of  each  Bigner  to  the  Assetnblw  ot 
0|ie<!tife  Btatefl  to  be  lodged  by  them  under  prope'f  ^^*^'^^ 
IHililIc  Omivit^  in  tbenei'-eraJ  r^untH^H,  Town^  a^^^^ 
^  Ilwieflf  0f  tlie  liihabttante  of  the  ^'nited  g^^  ^  ^^ 
^mtfmnrr  Ijjivi*  an  fur  rairrfpd  thiff  Rc'i.^oluticrtx  •  4  ^ 
WrUmt  Nutiiber  of  PrtH>t  6lie^^      ^ 
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Bd  also  of  the  Emisaioii  of  the  26  Sep'r  1778  to  be  lodged  with 
he  Treasurer,  in  order  to  be  sent  to  the  -several  States;    Part  of 
ke  said  Sheets  are  transmitted  to  the  States  without  the  Signa- 
tires,  and  the  same  measures  will  be  adopted  with  the  Residue, 
li  it  is  found  by  Ehcperience  that  each  Signer  so  often  varies  his 
Writing,  that  the  Signature  of  one  Day  diffess  materially  from 
Ihat  ot  the  next,  and  would  afford  very  little  Assistance  in  detect- 
ipg  CoQntepfeit«;  but  the  advantages  of  having  the  Proof  Sheets 
iuipersed  in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  being  such,  that  each 
Inliabitant  thereof,  who  may  suspect  a  Counterfeit  Bill  may  with 
little  Trouble  to  himself,  be  thus  enabled 'to  compare  it  with  the 
Standard,  and  detect  the  Person  paissing  the  same;  the  Board 
wqoest  your  Excellency  to  communicate  their  Desire  to  the  As- 
•embly  of  your  State,  that  the  Resolution  referred  to  may  be  ear- 
ned into  Effect  as  early  as  possible.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
^th  great  Respect  Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  Servant 
(By  order  of  the  Board) 

Joseph  Noupse,  As't.  Aud'r  General. 
HW  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  New  York. 


[No.  2561.] 

NEW  YORK  OFFICERS  POORLY  CLAD. 

**M  MarimtB  WiUeH  Appeals   to   the  Governor  to   Correct  a 
. .  Manifest  Wrong. 

.       .  Easton  23  October  1779. 

'**"?-«uV-  TbeoiBcers  of- our  Brigade  have  signed  a  Memoral 

'^♦■tatwe^f  our  State  praying  to  be  put  in  equivalent 

l^th  the  Troops  of  the  other  States  with  .w\iO\si  'v^ 
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(Benre;  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  propriety  of  this 
appear  evident,  and  that  the  old  complaint  of  Inability 
abolished.  I  declare  it  my  opinion  that  we  stand  next  to  Vh^tafl 
in  ability  to  provid  for  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  the  mpkr^l 
the  Continent.  North  Carolinia  Viewing  the  Impoverished' Biii 
ation  of  her  Officers,  and  not  having  it  Immediately  in  her  part 
to  assist  them,  applyed  to  Congress  who  lent  them  Money  for  thi 
purpose  (This  account  I  lately  had  from  a  Member  of  the  Bom 
Of  War);  And  we  stand  alone  desstttote  of  snpplys,  tho  noi 
can  want  them  more.  We  have  officers  now  with  onr  Begima 
who  cant  do  Duty  meerly  for  the  want  of  Clothes  fit  to  appei 
upon  the  parade.  What  a  pitiable  Situation  is  this?  And  1  ai 
sure  their  pay  will  not  procure  them  Clothes;  Bot  why  tl 
officers  of  the  armey  should  not  be  able  to  appear  with  respo 
suitable  to  their  calling,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  Gommaait 
is  diflcult  to  determine.  To  me  it  appears  ungenerous  and  u 
just.  I  heartily  wish  it  may  appear  so  to  our  Legislature  ii 
that  the  officers  and  Soldiers  may  be  relieved  from  their  preset 
causes  of  complaint,  by  being  put  in  similar  circumstances  wit 
the  Troops  of  other  States.  This  will  add  vigor  and  Spirit  to  tl 
present  languishing  appearance  of  the  Troops  of  our  State,  an 
afford  a  Prosspect  of  keeping  our  Regiments  respectable  in  nai 
hers  which  must  otherways  diminish  greatly,  for  Soldiers  wi 
undoubtedly  enter  into  the  service  of  those  States  who  make  tl 
best  provision  for  them. 

Since  I  have  undertaken  to  write  upon  this  business.  I  b( 
leave  to  observe  that  the  parshal  methods  formerly  taken  bj  oi 
State  in  sending  a  person  once  or  twice  a  year  to  procure  a  fc 
articles  cannot  answer  the  purpose  as  well  as  the  Metbo 
adopted  by  some  other  States  of  keeping  agents  in  diferent  pai 


Public  Papdrs  of  Gborgb  Clinton. 

(Virginia,  tho  she  .has  all  her  own  ports  open,  keeps  Oommertial 
agents  and  has  a  very  large  Store  in  Philadelphia)^  Such  agents 
by  entering  largely  in  Trade,  and  being  on  the  spot  to  make  pur- 
chases when  opportunity  offers  on  account  of  the  State  might  sup- 
j^y  the  Troops  amply  at  moderate  prices;  Indeed  it  is  not  Impos- 
eibie  but  that  if  Gentlemen  of  Integrity  who  are  well  acquanted 
with  business  was  appointed  to  this  office,  the  State  might  sup- 
port its  Troops  with  the  profits  of  its  trade  and  here  I  beg  leave 
4o  remind  you  of  one  person  proper  for  this  business.  I  mean 
Ifr.  Jno.  Woodward,  who  if  I  am  not  misstaken,  you  are  well 
Heqnanted  with;  But  I  am  sensable  our  State  will  afford  several 
Gentlemen  well  Qualified  for  this  Important  office. 
••  Yonr  Candor  with  which  I  am  well  acquanted,  has  been  a  prin- 
cipal Inducement  to  me  (in  a  great  hurry)  to  send  you  my  senti- 
inents  upon  this  subject.  Need  T  request  your  attention  to  it? 
I  know  as  far  it  may  appear  right,  you  will  not  fail  to  use  your 
endeaTours,  that  the  prayers  of  the  Memoralists  may  be  granted, 
1  am,  your  Excellencies  most  obedient  and  very  Humble  Servant, 

M.  Willett. 
To  Governor  Clintop. 


(Nos.  25(52,  2563.) 

ALARMNG  RUMORS  FROM  THE  FRONTIER. 

Colonel  Tan  Dyck  Reports  to  Colonel  Tan  Schaicky  That  a  Large 
Force  of  the  Enemy  had  Appeared  Before  Oswego. 

Albany  October  26th  1779. 
Sir,    The  inclosed  is  Copy  of  a  Letter  I  Just  Received  from 
CoIoHel  Van  Dyck  which  I  Transmit  to  your  Excellency  by  Ex- 
press together  with  a  Letter  from  Brigadier  General  Ten  Broeck. 
Ibe  G^il.  is  now  in  Tryon  County  to  which  place  I  shall  proceed 
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with  the  utmost  dispatch.    I  am,  most  respectfully  your  Exc 

lency's  meet  Obed't  &  Humble  Serv't 

G.  V.  Schaick 
To  his  Excellency,  Govemour  Clinton. 


Colonel  Van  Dyck's  Lbtter. 
Port  Schuyler  25th  Octo'r  1779  four  O'Clock  A.  I 

Dear  Colonel,  On  Wednesday  last  I  was  informed  by  Col' 
Siem  &  several  of  the  Oneida  Indians,  that  the  Enemy  had 
peared  in  force  at  Oswego  which  intelligence  they  had  obta 
by  the  way  of  Cayuga.  On  Thursday  morning  I  dispatched  H 
Helmer  in  Company  with  two  Oneida  Indians,  with  Order 
possible)  to  proceed  to  Oswego  and  make  what  discoveries 
could.  This  evening  two  runners  came  in  from  Oneida,  &  inf< 
that  on  Friday,  Helmer  with  the  two  Indians  had  proceeded  d 
the  Oneida  Lake  almost  to  Fort  Brewington,  when  they  r 
such  dij«coveries  that  they  thought  prudent  to  return;  about 
eet  they  fell  in  with  a  party  of  Indians  near  this  end  of  the  1 
who  made  them  all  three  Prisoners.  Helmer  remains  with 
Enemy.  The  two  Indians  after  some  little  time,  were  pemi 
to  return  to  Oneida,  by  whome  we  are  informed  that  Col 
Johnson  with  a  thousand  Indians  is  on  his  way  to  this  p 
besides  a  large  Body  of  Regular  Troops. 

Previous  to  this,  jmrties  seting  out  a  Muall  scout  had 
Bent  from  Oneida  to  Oswegi>,  who  discovered  a  large  Encs 
ment  at  that  place:  they  wen*  told  by  some  of  the  Enemy  Im 
that  a  number  of  Heavy  Cannon  &  ^lorters  with  them,  tha 
V^pilars  were  to  l^seige  this  Fort  and  in  the  mean  whiU 
I  would  destroy  the  Country  down  as  far  as  Schonec' 
iaunediately  disimtch  a  Scout  to  the  Oneida  Lake, 
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will  return  this  evening  when  I  shall  Transmit  you  what  dis- 
coveries they  make.  How  far  the  account  of  the  Begulatr  Troops 
with  the  Artillery  may  be  depended  on  I  will  not  take  upon  my- 
self to  say,  but  I  believe  it  a  Fact  that  a  large  number  of  Indians 
are  on  their  way.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  one  of  the  Enemy 
Indians,  had  informed  one  of  ours,  that  a  large  party  of  Indians 
had  gone  on  to  cut  ofif  the  communication  between  this  place  & 

the  Flatts.    I  am,  your  most  humble  Serv't 

(Horn's  Van  Dyck. 
Colo.  Van  Schaick. 

(Copy)  


[No.  2564.] 

Oovemor  Clinton  Lays  the  Reports  Before  the  Commander-in^hief. 

Fishkill  8  o'Olock  P.  M.  28th  October  1779. 

DV  Sir,  On  my  Arival  at  thi«  Place  the  Letters  of  which  the 
enclosed  are  Copies*  were  delivered  me.  If  the  Accounts  con- 
tained in  them  are  true  (&  they  appear  too  well  authenticated  to 
admit  of  Doubt)  our  Frontier  Settlements  especially  those  of 
Tryon  &  Albany  Counties  (if  nothing  farther  is  to  be  appre- 
hended) will  be  greatly  exposed  to  the  Ravages  of  the  Enemy. 
Prom  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  your  Excellency  will  be  informed  of  the 
Measures  he  hath  taken  to  cover  the  Country,  but  if  the  Enemy's 
Porce  is  as  formidable  as  is  represented,  it  will  not  be  in  his 
l^ower  to  prevent  the  Desolation  of  some  of  the  most  valuable 
Settlemenfts.  I  am  ioforiued  that  some  Part  of  the  Massachu- 
^tts  Militia  have  assembled  at  Ckveraek  where  tis  said  they  are 
to  wait  further  Orders.  They  are  without  Provission  or  a  Com- 
^iHSsary  to  provide  for  them  &  are  very  distressing  to  the  In- 

•See  iMiges  329  et  •eq. 
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habitants  on  whom  they  are  quartered  who  are  ablidged  to  sQppljr 

them.    If  those  Troops  on  the  pres't  Occasion  were  ordered  f& 

Albany,  from  whence  they  may  be  brought  down  to  this  Qnarfer^ 

nearly  as  expeditiously  as  from  their  present  Situation,  I  belteft 

it  wou'd  answer  a  very  valuable  Purpose.    I  am,  Sir,  with  grdt 

Respect  your  Excellency's  &c. 

Geo:  Clinton. 
His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington. 


[No.  2565.] 

Five  Regiments  Ordered  to  Reinforce  General  Ten  Broeck  if  tt< 
Indian  Uprising  Rumors  Be  True. 

Head  Qrs.  Fishkill,  Oct'r  29, 1779. 
Sir,  You  will  repair  to  Claverack,  &  Albany,  immediately.  I 
upon  your  arrival  there,  you  find  a  Confirmation,  or  probable  in 
telligence  that  the  Enemy  are  advancing  towards  Fort  Scorle 
in  such  Force  as  to  Invest  that  garrison,  or  to  Invade  the  Froi 
tiers;  the  Regiments  commanded  by  Colonels  Livingston,  Va 
Alstine,  Van  Ness,  Whiting  &  Rensselaer,  are  instantly  to  marc 
and  Reinforce  General  Tenbrock;  and  for  this  purpose  yoo  ai 
to  communicate  to  the  Commanding  Oflicers  Respectively  a  Cof 
of  these  Orders.  But  such  parts  of  those  Regiments  as  hai 
been  detach'd  for  Southern  Service  are  to  Join  the  Troops 
this  place. 

Vnder  present  Circumstancos  I  think  it  necessary  to  sobmi 
the  Expediency  of  maivhing  out  those  Troops  to  the  Frontie 
[to]  your  discretion.  Hut  as  the  Safi'ty  of  Fort  Scuyler  &  t 
l*roti^*tion  of  the  Country  an*  objects  of  gi'eat  Importance, 
wish  not  thnt  they  !»hould  he  too  much  hazarded.     F\>r  yc 

vernment  you  are  at   Liberty  to  open  dispatches  directed 
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^Irom  General  Ten  Broeck,  &  the  Officer  Commanding  at  Fort 
"Bcajler. 

When  this  Service.  i»  performed  or  you  are.  convin-ced  that  it 
is.  unoeceseapy  you  will  again  assume  your  present  Command  if 
the  Troops  remain  [in]  the  Field. 

By  the  Express  which  is  orderd  to  attend  you,  communicate 
<o  General  Tenbroeck  a  Copy  of  these  orders,  and  of  such  measures 
as  yoQ  think  expedient,  in  consequence  of  them,  and  also  inform 
him  that  his  Intelligence  is  Transmitted  to  General  Washington, 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  on  your  arrival  at  Albany  &  as 

often  as  anything  material  occurs.      Yrs.  &c. 

Geo:  Clinton. 
Colo.  Robt.  Van  Rensselaer. 


[No.  2566.] 

Govenwr  Clinton  Sees  no  Immediate  Necessity  for  Putting  Arms  into 
the  Hands  of  the  MUitia. 

Fish  Kill  Oct.  29  1779. 
D'r  Sir,  I  am  this  moment  Honourd  with  your  letter  of  this 
date,  &  thank  you  for  the  agreeable  intelligence  it  contains.     I 
wrote  to  General  Scuyler  this  morning,  &  requested  him  to  Com- 
municate to  your  Excellency  the  measures  I  have  taken  in  con- 
sequence of  the  information  from  Colonel  Van  Schaack.     I  am 
of  opinion  that  there  is  no  immediate  necessit}^  to  put  Public 
arms  into  the  hands  of  the  militia.    I  imagine  the  emergency  will 
not  be  so  sudden  but  we  can  have  an  Opportunity  of  equipping 
them  in  time  for  Service*  and,  in   the   meantime,  I    shall    give 
orders  that  they  be  employed  agreeable  to  your  desire,  which  I 
flatter  myself  will  be  effected  without  disgusting  them  with  the 
fierrice. 
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Some  unfinish'd  bussiness  in  the  Civil  line,  oblidges  me  to 

np  to  Poughkeepsie  this  evening,  but  I  expect  to  return  on  1 

day.    I  leave  Col.  Malcom  at  this  place,  so  that  if  your  R 

lency  has  any  orders  for  the  militia,  be  pleased  to  send  thei 

his  care  and  he  \*ill  forward  to  me.    Yrs.  &c. 

Greo:  Clinto 
His  Exc'y  Genl.  Washington. 


[Nos.  2567,  2568.] 

Qeneral  Schuyler  Receives  his  Certificate  of  Appointment  as  Dek 

to  Congress. 

Fishkill  29th  October  177 

Dear  Sir,  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  Certificate*  of  your 
pointment  as  one  of  the  Delegates  to  represent  this  8tat< 
State  in  Congi-ess  for  the  present  year  which  I  flatter  m} 
will  be  sufficient  to  entitle  you  to  take  your  Seat  untill  ; 
Commission  can  be  made  out  in  due  form  which  shall  be  < 
&  forwarded  to  you  with  all  possible  dispatch.  I  take  this 
portuuity  of  transmitting  you  a  Copy  of  a  Law  of  this  fc 
passed  at  the  late  Meeting  of  the  Legislature  for  appointing  ( 
missioners  to  represent  this  State  in  any  Treaty  of  Pacific^ 
that  may  be  had  with  any  of  the  Nations  of  Indians  therein 
tioned  which  I  have  to  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
sent  to  Congress  retaining  a  Copy  of  it  for  the  Commissions 


•SUte  of  New  York.    Camp.  Head  Quarters.  PIshklU  »Ui  Ocfr 

I  do  hereby  ceHify  that  the  Honorable  Philip  Schuyler.  E:8qulre.  Is  duly  nom 

and  appointed  otie  of  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 

of  America  and  that  his  being  unprovided  with  a  Commission  in  due  form  of  1 

'  owing  to  my  being  in  Camp;   whereby   I   am  incapacitated  to   put  the  Seal  U 

"WMcnt.    But  that  the  same  will  be  exprditod  to  him  with  all  possible  Dispatch. 
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dian  Affairs  which  it  is  not  my  Power  at  present  to  have 
ade  out.* 

The  Intelligence  from  Fort  Schuyler  which  I  transmitted  to 
B  Excellency  this  Morning  has  given  me  such  anxiety  for  our 

S  ACT  to  appoint  oommlMioners  to  represent  this  State  in  any  treaty  of  pacification 
tliAt  may  be  liad  with  aoy  of  the  nation»  of  Indians  therein  mentioued. 

Paaaed  the  23d  of  October,  1779. 

HTHEKEAS  the  gOTemment  and  people  of  this  State  from  its  first  becoming  an  Englialx 
lony.  MM  well  as  their  predecessors  the  Dutch,  who  were  tiho  original  planters  thereof, 
.Te  from  time  to  time  expeDded  vast  aums  of  money  for  the  protection  and  maintenance 
the  six  nations  of  IndiaiM  residing  within  the  territories  of  the  said  State:  And  the 
id  nations  by  repeated  treaUes  and  grants  have  put  themselves  and  .the  country  whicli 
ey  occupied  under  the  protection  of  the  government  of  this  State,  while  it  was  admin- 
ered  by  the  crown  of  Great  Britain;  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  right  of  soil  hath 
r«n  actually  purchased  from  them  for  valuable  considerations. 

AND  WHBRSAS  Since  the  present  ir&r  with  Great  Britain  the  said  nations  (have  by 
M  most  solemn  treaties,  repeatedly  renewed,  engaged  to  observe  Che  strictest  friendship 
»wards  the  United  States  of  America  and  all  their  inhabitants. 

AND  WHKRBAS  Notwithstanding  all  these,  solenm  treaties  engagements  and  obliga- 
kma  on  their  part,  and  the  repeated  acts  of  liberality  benevolence  and  protection  on  the 
art  of  this  State  from  its  original  plantation,  four  of  the  said  nations,  namely.  The 
lohawks,  Onondagas,  Oayugas  and  Senecas  have,  witlhout  provocation  or  complaint,  un- 
^rateftilly  and  perfidiously  committed  the  most  cruel  hostilities  against  this  State 
Icstroyed  the  lives  of  a  great  number  of  its  infhaibitants,  carried  others  into  captivity, 
IcmolSsAied  and  burned  down  many  settlements  and  villages  and  plundered  the  property 
of  the  inhaft>itantB  of  the  same;  to  our  very  great  distress  and  impoverishment:  Extend- 
ing at  the  same  time  their  savage  barbarities  to  the  inhabitants  and  territories  of  the 
icighboaring  States;  and  have  moreover  concealed  In  their  castles  and  villages  our  im- 
placable enemies,  encouraged  the  disaffection  of  many  of  our  inhabitants  by  promises  and 
mecaces:  and  to  the  utmost  of  their  force  and  power  voluntarily  aided  and  assisted  the 
iing  of  Great  Brltian  and  his  adherents  in  their  attempt  to  reduce  this  countr>'  to 
Icncminioua  bondage. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  represented  in  Senate 
•id  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  That  the  person 
adminiscring  t&e  government  of  this  Slate  for  the  time  being  and  Anthony  Van  Sobaltk 
UtI  Pawling  and  Peter  Schuyler  Esquires  and  Colonel  Jacob  Klock,  or  the  major  part 
o(  them  of  whom  the  person  adminlstring  the;  government  of  this  State  for  tlie  time  being 
>UI!  always  t>e  one,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  autliorized  and  impowered  to  be  commls- 
•kDers  for  this  State  in  case  of  a  treaty  of  paciflcaticn  hereafter  to  be  set  on  foot  between 
t^  said  hostile  nations  of  Indians  of  the  one  part  and  the  United  States  of  America  or 
ttU  State  on  tCie  other  part  to  ask  demand  and  by  every  way  and  means  iu  their  power 
to  obtain  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  State,  such  security  and  engagement  from  the  said 
kosiik  nations  of  Indians  not  only  for  indemnifying  and  securing  this  State  and  the 
••l>3€«s  and  inhabitants  thereof  respectively  against  all  future  hostilities  that  might 
•tl^wwise  be  committed  by  Che  said  nations  of  Indians  either  Jointly  or  severally  or  the 
iailTidual  members  of  the  same  respectively,  but  also  to  ask  demand  exact  and  receive 
••ci  compensation  and  retribution  for  Uhe  above  mentioned  hostilities  and  injuries, 
•ikeiber  in  such  treaty  of  pacification  with  the  said  United  States  or  with  this  State  as 
•^1  be  proper  and  in  every  auch  treaty  of  pacification  if  the  United  States  shall  be 
>«rtte«  thereto,  to  insist  and  require  in  beftialf  of  this  State,  to  be  admitted  to  represent 
*•  «iiie  particularly  as  a  principal  and  contracUng  party  thereto  by  particular  speci- 
•wtloB  as  an  independent  State;  and  in  case  either  of  such  treaty  between  tihe  said 
tittad  States  conjointly  or  this  State  separately  of  the  one  part  and  the  ?ald  hostile 
■WiOM  of  Indians  or  any  or  either  of  them  ,on  the  other  part,  to  contract  and  agree  on 
ftt  tenns  thereof;  and  that  the  said  commissioners  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  from 
<^  ts  dffle  report  to  ths  legislature  of  this  State  all  and  singular  tihe  actings  and  doia&«, 
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Frontier  Settlements  as  to   have   induced   me   to  order  Ostk 

Benselaer  immediately  to  Albany  with  Orders  to  marcb  out  ttt 

whole  of  the  Militia  of  that  County  to  their  Protection  (enilept 

the  Detachments  who  were  ordered  to  rendevooz  at  this  Plic^ 

if  on  his  Arival  there  he  shoud  meet  with  a  Confirmation  of 

the  Account  from  that  Quarter.    This  I  wish  yen  to  commnniciti 

to  his  Excellency.    You  will  please  to  observe  that  ray  present 

Orders  to  Colo.  Renselaer  will  not  interfere  with  the  Force  or 

dered  out  to  join  the  Army  only  as  to  the  Service  one  Officer.  I 

shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  as  often  as  you  [have]  Leissure 

to  T^Tite  me:  wishing  you  a  pleasant  Journey  Health  &  Happineii 

I  am  Wr  Sir  with  great  Sincerity  your  Friend  &  Most  Obed't 

Serv't 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Sihuyler.] 


[No.  2o«59.] 
Su.^lH^niiiiitj  State  Land  Wan-ants  Until  the  War  Ends. 
^"ircular.i  Philadelphia  Oct'r  30th  1779. 

Sir,    You  will  rtneivo  herewith  enclosed  an  Act  of  CongreM 
of  this  Kh\u\  earnestly  rt'commeudiug  to  the  State  of  Virginia* 

of  t^«  Tk&Tt-.os  to  A^r  %\xc^  tr^ditT  or  :rteA'J«s  ard  M^h  of  them  as  the  same  tlull  oceir 
Azd  i^t  li:€  p«nsoc  adxicU-^.=«  ih*  ccTeraa-fni  of  thii  Scate  for  lie  amc  belflf  ifcaU 
vSi^cc:  j^Iaj  furci5h  t^e  ccni:r«a»  of  the  UELi:«d  State*  of  America  axKi  'Jktir  commis- 
«kKi«rs  for  lsd:aa  affair*  re«c>Kt:T«lT  wiiii  copi««  cf  this  lav;  And  furtlier  tliat  for  all 
r«ajo£ab>  exp^no^a  v:i>c^  shall  Km  l=ccr:<«l  en  v^ie  part  cf  thU  S^t*  In  the  progrcs 
and  ;v>32p!fikHC  c»f  :^«  po^3iis««.  aieqaas^  proTutoa  vhall  b«  made  bj  acme  fuivre  act 
«r  act!  cf  t::e  :<4ctsla:u7v  cf  itia  $ca:<.— Charier  t«cittT.-:ii>«.  nxir^  a^4oc  '.eftslAtvc, 
Siace  of  N<v  York. 
•The  a»-t  a::uded  to  rvads  a»  follows: 

"Wkt^rvaa  it  ar7<ar»  to  Corrnrss  t^at  the  oreaiivic  the  laad-once  ts  the  statt  if 
Tbvl&U.  for  the  7»rF<«e  o!  loca:tc<  jlz^  a=a5«proprtated  at  th«  tjne  Ir.depcadeact 
wmm  deciarvd.  ta*  vrod-Jc*d  ac-jch  urea*-.z*».  dtspste  aad  contiOTersj.  and  fT«atl7 
-■■■■■and  th«av  Vnued  S:at«o  ty  :h«  <=iMETa:x>=s  ct  tiheir  Ishabitacta  to  pajta  reman 
*.«%'.:.(•;.  th«  coaaioi  tzesay:  Kejolred,  thexvCoro.  that  It  b*  mnartlr 
**X  ««  th«  *:Ate  of  Vir^ria  to  re-N>«.sUeT  their  late  a.ct  of  ■wmMy  lir 
•^  ^m  _^  I .  ik-d  that  A  be  rrowsmecade^  to  the  aaM  slate,  aod  all  oChV 
^tw  Tij^^mitntTT*  to  forbeor  nKtltac  or  tas«tx«  ««rraala  for  tmA  «H»- 
,  ^  ^tttiat  !&♦  •»=*«  "i^^s*  ••^  oooti»»a»eo  oC  the  prcMst  wwtr 
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to*  reconsider  their  late  act  of  Assembly  for  opening  their  Land 

CHBce;  And  to  that  and  all  other  States  similarly  circumstanced, 

to  forbear  settling  or  issuing  Warrants  for  unappropriated  Lands 

or.  granting  the  same  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  War^ 

I  am  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem  and  regard  your  Excellency's 

Ham.  Servant 

Saml.  -Huntington,  President. 
The  Governor  of  New  York. 


[No.  2570.] 
James  Duane  on  Congressional  Matters  and  the  Vermont  Dispute, 

Manour  Livingston  30  October  1779. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  your  Excellency's 
Request  that  I  shoud  send  you  a  Copy  of  the  (Commission  to  the 
Delegates,  but  Mr.  Yates  did  not  call,  nor  has  any  other  oppor- 
tunity oferd.  I  now  transmit  it  by  the  post.  I  just  parted  with 
the  Chancellor  who  will  be  ready  to  set  off  for  Congress  on 
Monday  week  if  he  receives  his  Commission.  The  Gentlemen 
there,  were  very  lately  acting,  tho'  without  authority,  as  Mem- 
bers, which  when  known,  as  it  must  be,  will  call  into  Question 
our  Vigilance,  &  perhaps,  altho'  very  undeservedly,  their  Can- 
dour. 

I  propose  to  set  off  for  Duanesburgh,  which  to  this  moment 
I  have  not  had  it  in  my  power  to  visit,  on  Monday.  In  less  than 
a  fortnight  I  shall  return  to  enter  on  the  necessary  preparations 
for  our  Territorial  Controversies.  I  wish  I  may  be  able  to  do 
our  State  the  Justice  of  Placing  its  Rights  on  the  true  Grounds, 
and  pcocuring  satisfactory  Evidence  in  its  Support.  The  last  in 
Times  of  such  Confusion  will  I  perceive  be  a  most  difficult  Task; 
22 
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which  is  the  more  to  be  lamented  as  it  was  not  long  since  Mj 
in  onr  possession. 

May  I  beg  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  forward  the  en- 
clos'd  to  CJeneral  Schuyler;  to  present  my  respectfal  Compli- 
ments &  Mrs.  Duane's  to  Mrs.  Clinton;  and  to  believe  me  to  be, 
with  the  utmo^at  Respect,  Dear  Sir  your  Excellency's  most  Obedi- 
ent &  very  humble  Servant 

Jas.  Duane. 
His  Excellencv  Governour  Clinton. 


[No.  2571.] 
Petition  from  Phoehe  Campbell. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  in  and  over  the  State  of  New  York  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Mjiy  it  please  your  Excellency,  The  Humble  Petition  of  Phoeby 
Campble  Sheweth,  Tliat  your  petitioner  having  the  misfortniM* 
near  three  years  ago  of  having  my  Husband  taken  prisoner  ami 
carried  away  to  Canada  where  he  still  remains,  and  to  adil  t«> 
my  misfortune  was  driven  from  my  plantation  near  Fort  E<lwanl 
by  two  Certain  neighbours,  named  Isaac  Doty  and  Ji-hn  Criji^^'T. 
who  were  continually  threatning  your  petitioner's  life.  Swt'anDS 
to  Scalp  me  &  my  Children  if  1  continued  to  Slav  there  any 
loDger,  and  while  your  petitioner  came  with  her  fautilv  to  s^i^^*^* 
Oga  to  consult  her  friends,  the  said  Isaac  Doty  &  Jolm  Crijib*^^' 
leiid  upon  all  her  Corn,  potatoes,  &  houshold    furniture  <'*' 
there  own  use,  but  by  the  assistance  of  Capt.  Chipmau  I  li^^'' 
reconered  my  Corn  which  at  present  is  all  my  Support  for  ^^ 
Self  &  Seven  young  Children. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  most  humbly  bogs  your  Exccllei 
Till  be  pleased  to  order  Justice  to  be   done   against  the  ^ 
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lers  and  restitution  to  be  made,  or  to  Si^end  me  and  my 
r  to  my  husband  in  Canada;  as  I  am  at  present  Living  up- 
e  Charity  of  a  few  poor  friends  your  speedy  assistance  as 
appear  most  proper  to  your  excellency's  wisdom,  shall  be 
'ully  &  thankfully  received  and  your  commands  immedi- 
comply 'd  with  by  your  Excellency's  most  distressed  peti- 
.    And  your  petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  Shall  Ever  pray. 
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[^"o.  2573.] 

Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Deer  Park,  Ulster  County^  for 

Protection. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  We  the  Inhabitants  of  Deer  Park,  and  that  part  of 
New  Shawngrunk  of,  and  belonging  the  Company,  Sometime,  and  before,  the  Depreda- 
tions commited  In  Minlsinck  (July  22d  1779)  Commanded  by  Capt'n  BenJ'm  Veal,  Now 
by  Lieut.  Da^d  Currin  Jun'r, 

Beg  leave  to  approach  your  Excellency  with  our  Humble  Petition  as  suppliants 
driven  of  necessity  to  pray  your  Indulgent  aid,  and  Attention,  to  our  Situation  and 
Distress. 

Sensible  of  your  Excellency's  knowledge,  of  our  situation,  we  persume  only  to  put 
in  mind  that  we  as  Aborlgenes  of  that  part  of  the  State,  so  often  Invested  by  our 
Sarage  Enemies,  have  been  from  time  to  Times,  from  motives  natural  and  humane  to 
our  families,  oblidged  to  remove  from  our  habitations,  to  cur  manifest  Injury  in  every 
Respect  That  general y  has  been  attended  with  Deasseses,  Poverty,  and  almost 
Famine.  Returned  again  on  our  Setlements,  tho  hourly  expos'd  to  the  Ravages  of  the 
most  Cruel  foe;  desirous  of  remaining  thereon,  and  Defending  the  same  to  the  last 
extremity  that  cool  Reason  can  Dictate,  Ever  have  been  ready,  and  Early  to  the 
assistance  of  our  Suffering  Minisinck  neighbours.  Continues  ready  and  ever  willing 
(Tho  the  necessity  be  disagreable)  to  as&ist  and  obey  whatever  calls,  or  Orders  may 
come  to  us.  that  Is  in  our  Power,  as  willing,  faithfull  subjects,  zealously  attach't  to 
the  Common  Cause. 

We.  conceive  ourselves  as  a  Check  to  the  enemy,  when  they  make  Inroads  on  any 
of  our  yet  more  Exterior  neighbours,  from  our  Vicinity  to  them,  and  to  the  more 
Interior  from  our  watchfulness,  and  Assiduity,  of  all  that  Pass.  And  would  at  any 
Risk  do  our  endeavours  to  be  a  Barrier,  and  Check  on  all  occaislons,  and  opportunities. 
K  permited  so  to  do,  by  remaining  whole.  From  our  Poverty— And  from  our  expos'd 
Situation,  we  have  persumed  to  Lay  this  before  your  Excellency,  Praying  to  be  om- 
niitted,  and  not  Included,  in  the  Ensuing  General  Draft— From  former  Drafts,  Losses, 
wd  other  Incidents,  we  are  considerably  Reduc't,  more  taken  from  us,  will  either 
Weaken,  or  Discourage,  or  both,  so  that  'twill  appear  evidently  unsafe.  Our  many 
helpless  families  some  without  a  Father.  Constrains  us  (if  possible)  to  abide  on  our 
places.  Having  neither  Ability,  Place,  or  opportunity  to  raise  Bread  for  our  Suffering 
dependants.  In  hopes  your  Excellency's  Condescension  to  Consider  our  Case,  Situa- 
^on,  and  Necessity.  And  that  you  will  Grant  our  Neceasltious  Request,  we  Lay  our- 
•^Jves  before  you,  Beging  to  assure  you  That  our  ardour  for  performing  all  in  our 
^ower,  for  the  good  of  the  whole  is  our  Desire,  &  your  Excellency's  granting  our 
R^uest.  will  Oblidge  us  in  Duty  to  Pray  for,  every  Good  towards  you. 
SlgD'd  In  behalf  of  the  whole.    Recommended  by  David  Corrin 

Timethy  Colmon. 
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[No.  2575.] 

em€^r    Clinton  Makes  Acknmrledyment  of  a  Number  of  Official 

Letters. 

Poukeepsie,  NovV  1st  1779. 
t^ir,  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  Rec't  of  your  Excellency's 
?tters  of  the  1M,»  3dt  &  2atht  of  Oct'r,  with  their  respective 
Inclosures,  and  I  am  particularly  requested  by  the  Legislature 
1  this  S^tate  to  express  the  grateful  Sentiments  they  entertain 
•f  the  Attention  of  Congress  manifested  by  their  act§  of  the 
^Oth  of  Sep't  last  direct'g  the  cont'l  agent  at  Boston  to  sell  to 
I  his  Btate  a  certain  quantity  of  Rum  &  Sugar  for  the  use  of  its 
Inhabit^s  &  at  the  same  Time  to  inform  Congress  that  the  im- 
poverished Condition  of  the  State  reduces  the  Legislature  to  the 
necessity  of  decline'g  an  acceptance  of  this  ofifer. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  inform  your  Excell'cy  that  my  Last 

«»fficial  Letter  to  your  Predecessor  in  office,  was  of  the  26th  of 

•loly  last  &  that  I  have  since  lK»en  honored  with  the  Rec't  of 

liis  several  letters  of  the  28th  July,  16th  &  24th  of  Aug't  & 

Uth,  17th,  2,")th  &  26th  SeptY  with  the  diff't  acts  of  Congress 

^hieh  thiy  inclosed.     I  have  the  Honor  to  be  &c. 

Geo:  Clinton. 
His  Ex'cy  Saml.  Huntington,  Esqr.  Presid't  Congress. 

•Not  found. 

*S*«  pa«e  3»:il. 

*»8e<  pa^e  224. 

IBetoIrvd.  That  Mr.  J.  Bradford,  continental  agent  at  Boston,  be  directed  to  sell  and 
*^iTtr  out  of  the  stores  of  these  United  States  there,  to  the  state  of  Xew-York,  on  or 
^ow  the  Ist  day  of  January  next,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  authorized 
ty  ih«n  for  the  purpose,  any  quantity  of  sugar  and  rum  not  exceeding  500  hogsheads 
^  the  former,  and  50  hogsheads  of  the  latter,  at  the  current  wholesale  price  of  those 
*^lt»  In  C48h:  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislature  or  the  executive  powers 
^'  the  said  state,  to  cause  the  said  rum  and  sugar  to  be  sold  and  distributed  among 
*^«  Pwple  in  such  manner,  as  that  all  may  partake  of  the  benefit  intended  them,  and 
*i  no  higher  price  than  will  raise  the  amount  of  the  prime  cost  and  charges. 
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[No.  2576.] 

Captain  HaUett  Commissioned  as  a  Dragoon  and  Asks  to  he  BelkM 
of  His  Present  Command. 

To  his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton.  May  it  please  yonr  Ex- 
cellency; I  have  Excepted  of  an  appointment  in  the  4th  fiegi* 
ment  of  Light  Dragoons.  Should  be  glad  to  be  Believd  from  fm 
Command  as  soon  as  possable  or  have  orders  to  March  the  met 
to  the  Regt.,  as  their  is  Nothing  to  be  done  hear  with  so  few  " 
men;  no  officer  can  be  of  any  service  to  the  Country  with  si 
small  a  Number  of  men  in  this  Quarter.  I  sum  time  ago  took 
fourteen  salors  wich  I  delivered  to  General  Howe,  as  it  was  morf 
handy  for  me  not  knowing  but  that  was  the  proper  place  to 
send  them;  if  your  Excellency  should  think  proper  will  get  a 
Recept  of  Genl.  Howe  for  them  as  prisoners  taken  by  the  State 
troops.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  your  Excellencies  most  obt 
Humble  Serv't  J.  Hallett. 

Newbridge  November  2nd  '79. 

P.  S.     Should  be  glad  to  hear  from  your  Excellency  by  the 
bearer. 


[No.  2577.] 
Major  Hill  Ordered  to  Report  to  Colonel  Hay  for  Instructions. 

Head  Qrs.  Fish  Kill  Nov.  3  1779. 

Captt.     Sub.      Srrjta.      R.  *  tit 

To  Major  Hill,  With  the  detachment  of    3        8        7        201 

hereby  put  under  your  command  you  are  to  march  to  the  Qr. 

Master  General's  Store,  and  take  Instructions'  from  Col.  Hay 

Uig  the  service  which  you  are  to  perform.    Col.  Hay  will 

m  with  Tents  &  Camp  Furniture  &  you  will  draw  pro- 

we  you  are  to  be  employed. 
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When  the  Troops  march  from  the  present  encampment  you 
ill  be  orderd  to  Join  &  arms  provided  for  the  men. 
Bv  His  Excellency  order. 


Seijt. 

Major  Hill  will  take    1 
egiment  as  a  Qr.  Guard. 
The  party  consists  of 
raham*s  2        4        6      132 

bpkins'  0        2      —        34 

raterman'8       1        2      —        23 
Athorn's         —      —        1        12 


W.  Malcom. 

B.  Sl  file 

10      of  armed  men  from  his  own 


8 


201 


346 


PUBUC  PaPBBS  of  O^BiBB  CU1«^K, 


5 

O 


^  To 


T»w>.-L 

gl 

s 

pit 

m 

A 

o 

.      » 

w 

i^DOLJD  J  ao 

O 

D 

IHrtDimiiO  no 

'            "'    1 

■4 

SUDQ  JflJ  )l|**M^ 

2S 

5 

S 

E 

3 

ffuvQi^a 

v« 

4       ' 

«|inS4^ 

s:;i 

9 

tfjag-jre-jfe 

i>^**  1 

«• 

joJwH  ^fJ«g 

■^^ 

M 

"»"lf 'Jb 

r"* 

#■ 

itnmf^Y 

•*•* 

«« 

Q]Vtd«^ 

•* 

•• 

a 

B»i«ta 

«*• 

*• 

1itia»mfv] 

22 

8 

ii|Vld«3 

«r- 

S 

*»f*H 

■i« 

4 

atoataoi«q 

Hp-» 

» 

n*«n«o  i 

rt 

i 

s 

*3 

11 

1- 

►•^ 


S^a^ 


» 


Public  Papers  of  Oesorgb  Clinton,  347 

[No.  2579.] 

Captain  Wilson  Ordered  on  Provost  MarsMl  Duty. 

Head  Quarters  Fish  Kill  Nov.  4  1779. 
)  Capt.  Wilson. 

Capta    Sub.    Serjtt.    R.  ft  file 

r;  With  the  party  of  1  2  2  30  you  are  to 
;h  as  far  North,  as  to  Include  Colonel  Livingston's  Regiment, 
e  every  means  in  your  power  to  apprehend  all  the  men  who 
drafted  from  that  or  any  of  the  intermediate  Regiments 
be  present  service  and  have  not  Joined.  You  will  also  en- 
>r  to  apprehend  Deserters  from  this  Camp,  from  any  of  the 
nents  on  your  Route,  but  without  interfering  with  the  first 
of  these  orders  which  you  are  to  consider  as  the  principal 
t.  All  Militia  Officers  are  hereby  expressly  orderd  to  aid 
jist  yon  in  performing  this  Service  as  they  will  answer  the 
rary  at  their  Peril.    Given 
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[No.  2581.] 
Colonel  Beatiy  Makes  a  Plea  for  Captain  Young, 

Bethlehem  8th  Nov'r  1779. 
ir  Sir,   In  justice  to  my  own  feelings  and  the  little*  Char- 
I  still  Sustain  with  the  British,  I  am  to  solicit  your  Ex- 
cy's  indulgence  in  the  permission  of  Captain  Youngs  to 

to  his  Family, 
rever  amiss  Captain  Crane  may  have  behaved  in  th^  first 
ce,  of  claiming  a  promise  when  none  was  made  him,  and  of 
Qg  to  apply  to  you  in  Young's  behalf  when  his  Exchange 
BTected,  Still  I  conceive  the  necessity  of  our  going  thro* 
he  matter,  as  it  will  otherwise  appear  trifling  and  like 
en's  play  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Enemy, 
lid  your  Excellency  think  it  requisite,  I  will  pass  a  Receipt 

State  for  him  and  make  the  proper  return  whenever  in 

wer  with  Comp'ts  to  Mrs.  Clinton,  I  remain,  D'r  Sir,  your 

[urn.  Serv't 

Jno.  Beatty,  Com.  Gen.  Pris's. 
scelTy  Gov.  Clinton. 


[No.  2582.] 
Fraser  Requests  Permission  for  His  Wife  and  Family  to  he 
Sent  to  Xcw  York. 

X(*w  York,  Sth  November  1771). 
Being  a  British  half  pny  Lieut,  settled  with  my  family  in 
unty  of  Albany  Sincr*  the  year  17(U,  and  in  the  beginning 
;e  troubles  I  was  pointed  at  as  a  Servant  of  the  Crown, 
caused  me  in  June  177.*)  (o  apply  to  the  Provincial  Congress 
•tting  at  New  York,  for  a  protection,  whiih  was  not  granted 
and  in  Consequence  of  my  disagreeable  Situation  in  1776, 
under  the  necessity  to  come  for  protection  to  the  King's 
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Army,  leaving  behind  me  a  distressed  family,  whom  in  my  ab* 
senee  must  Suffer,  last  Spring  my  family  with  Some  others  wot 
required  to  come  to  this  place,  but  the  Flag  from  hence  web  not 
Suffered  to  proceed  beyond  the  Highlands,  which  has  left  me  in 
Su^pence  till  lately  I  returned  from  Rhode  Island  and  was  in- 
formed that  no  family  would  be  permitted  to  come  within  the 
British  linen  till  H<ime  others  that  were  required  might  come  ont 
I  therefore,  made  every  inquiry  in  my  power,  and  cannot  learn 
that  any  family  that  has  applyed  has  been  refused;  therefore,  can   \ 
with  propriety  again  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  allow  my  wife, 
four  Children,  an  aged  Father  in  his  75th  year,  with  my  Servants, 
to  whom  I  owe  Considerable  money  to  depart  from  Albany,  and 
come  to  this  place  in  order  to  proceed  to  Great  Britain  with  the 
first  vessel  that  Sails.     Should  there  be  any  objection  for  leave 
to  my  Servants,  which  I  hope  cannot  be  the  case,  as  one  of  them 
is  lame  and  almost  70  yeai's  of  age,  the  other  past  50,  with  a  wife 
and  two  Children,  I  hereby  promise  to  your  Excellency,  that  ther 
shall  return  with  the  ftr«t  Flag,  or  that  two  prisoners  Shall  be 
exchanged  for  them.    1  hope  when  you  consider  the  Situation  of 
my  unhappy  family  they  may  not  be  denied  your  act  of  beneviv 
lence,  and  that  the  innocent  may  not  be  punished  for  what  might 
have  been  thought  a  crime  in  me.    I  flatter  my  Self  Should  yon 
please  to  enquire  of  Volkart  P.  Dow  and  Ab'm  Tynbrook,  Estjru., 
or  any  other  G<*ntlemen  from  that  County,  to  whom  I  may  be 
iknowDy  that  they  will  do  me  the  justice  to  declare  that  my  Cod- 
*lf»  been  uniform,  and  consistant.    I  beg  you  will  he 
16^8  soon  a6  convenient,  wheither  my  riH|uest 
Dilation,  and  that  I  may  Soon  S<*e  my  family 
tion/I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  a 
ff  I  beg  your  Excellency  will  order  it  to  be 
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-delivered  to  Mr.  I>ow  of  Albany.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Your 

Excellency's  Moet  obedient  and  most  Hnnirble  Servant 

Hugh  Fraser. 
His  Excellencv,  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2583.] 
Difference  in  Pric€  for  Flour  Between  This  State  and  Other  States. 

Newborou^h,  Nov'r  8,  1779. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  fav'd  with  your  letters  of  the  2d  &  6th  Inst. 
The  Secretary  of  the  State  (General  Scott)  will  furnish  you  with 
an  authenticated  copy  of  the  Law  which  you  requcKt. 

It  is  but  Justice  that  either  the  State,  or  the  particular  persons 
who  have  furnished  provisions  for  the  army  should  have 
Creditte  for  difference  of  prices  between  this  &  other  States. 
I  am  not,  however,  authorized  to  give  any  particular  directions 
about  the  matter.  But  as  it  is  an  Interesting  affair  to  the  State, 
I  request  that  you  will  be.  kind  enough  to  furnish  me  with  an 
Estimate  of  the  Quantity  of  Hour  supplyd  &  th(»  difference  of 
price  from  the  average  price  of  the  neighbouring  states  fmm 
whom  you  have  purchased  Quantitys  of  that  article,  that  I  may 
be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  medium  &  hereafter  Insist  upon 
Justice  being  done  to  the  State  in  this  particular. 
[To  Jeremiah  Wads  worth.] 


[No.  2584.] 
Oovernor  Clmton  to  General  Robert  Howe, 

Fishkill  IHh  Xcv'r  ITTli. 
Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  0th  Instant.*   Capt. 
Hunter  will  inform  you  of  the  Measures  I  have  ordered  in  Con- 
sequence of  it  which  I  trust  will  be  agreable.     It  will  (unavoid- 

•Not  found. 
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ably)  be  some  Days  before  Matters  can  be  accomplisbed  !» 
Reasons  he  will  explain  to  you.  This  Delay  I  hope  will  not  1 
attended  with  any  bad  Consequences.  I  am  very  respectfnl 
Sir  yours  &c.  [O.  C] 

Genl.  Howe. 

[No.  2585.] 
Major  Wynkoop  Applies  for  a  Furlough. 

Pishkill  Nov'r  9th  1779 
Sir,  As  I  have  been  Sick  these  Six  or  Seven  days  with  a  fei 
and  Still  growing  Weaker,  and  While  a  good  oppertunity  off< 
this  day  or  tomorrow  for  my  going  home,  Though  1  beg  to 
Exeus'd  for  making  the  Request,  I  whould  take  it  a  great  fa^ 
if  you  whould  aprove  of  it.  I  remain,  Sir,  your  Excelences  m< 
obed't  Serv't  A.  Wynkoop 

To  his  Excelency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  25SG.] 
A  Return  of  Arms  Wanthig  to  Complete  Colonel  Platfs  Exemi 
A  Return  of  Anns  and  Accoutrements  wanting  and  out  of  rej 

in  Colonel  Zephauiah  Piatt's  Regiment  of  Associated  Exeiiii 

Camp  Fislikills  Otli  November  1779. 
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[No.  2580;] 

irris,  Jr.,  Makes  a  Request  in  Behalf  of  Mrs.  Johnson  and 
Her  Daughter. 

West  Point  Nov'r  13th  79. 

rs.  Johnson  and  her  Daughter  are  desireous  of  visiting 

itions  in  New  York,  after  the  close  of  the  campaign.    I 

to  make  the  request,  and  it  is  in  your  Excellency's 

►  grant  it.      If  it  will  be  attended  with  the  least  im- 

',  I  would  not  wish  to  be  pressing  upon  the  subject.    I 

1  great  respect,  your  Excellency's  hum'e  Serv't 

Lewis  Morris,  jun'r. 
'llency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2590.] 
State  Prisoners  Delivered  to  the  Governor. 

Head  Quarters  13th  Nov'r  1779. 
\j  direction  of  His  Excellency,  the  CJommander  in  Chief, 
sent  under  the  care  of  Serjeant  Brady,  the  following 
•8  vizt.  Samuel  Drinkwater,  Henry  Coleg,  Edward  Ryer, 
Rogers  and  George  Oglevie,  who  were  lately  taken  with 
aremore,  and  whom  the  General  considers  as  State  Pris- 
r  your  disposal. 

be  much  oblige  if  you  will  Order  a  Rec't  to  be  given 
erjeant  of  the  Party,  for  the  men  he  delivers,  and  am, 
?  greatest  Respect,  Your  Excellency's   most  obt.  Hum. 

Ab'm  Skinner,  D.  Com'y  Genl.  of  Prists, 
y  Gov'r  Clinton. 
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[^^08.  2595-2602.] 
A  Number  of  Flag  Permits  Issued  hy  the  English  CfenienU,  Pat 

L.  S.  By  James  Pattlton,  Esquire,  Major-Genermi  of  HU  Majestj's  Forces,  tn 
mandant  of  New-York.  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

Permission  Is  given  to  Capt.  Thomas  Golden  with  the  Sloop  Return,  naTigatfld 
two  hands  named  in  the  margin,  [Silas  Allwood,  Benjamin  Darbj]  to  pan 
Flag  of  Truce  up  Hudson's  RiTer  as  far,  (if  permitted)  as  New  Windsor  for  t 
pose  of  carrying  Mrs.  A  Miss  Colden  with  their  Senrant  maid,  and  Mrs.  MeL 
A  Mrs.  Logan  and  their  Baggage  mentioned  in  tbeir  seTwml  Pasaports;  and  sue 
Persons  and  Effects  as  have  Passes  to  New  Windsor.  And  In  return  to  \n 
Families  and  EffecU  of  John  Fluelling,  Lattinff  Carpenter,  Banjamln  Darty. 
Wiggins,  Daniel  McOuin,  John  Morrel,  Mosta  Gregory,  Daniel  Ttooker  and 
Harding,  also  Hannah  and  Susannah  Mabbit  and  the  widow  Fluelling  a 
Daughter  to  this  City. 

Capt.  Colden 's  Servant  goes  with  him  and  returns  in  this  Flag. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal,   in   the  City  of  New-York,   the  Siscteenth 
November  1779.    Jas.  Pattlson. 
No.  34. 
By  Command  of  the  General,  John  L.  C.  Roome.  Secry.    A  True  Copy  of  the 

Flag  of  Truce  Exmd.    John  L.  C.  Roome  Secry.  to  the  CommandX 
To  all  whom  it  may  concern. 

Permission  is  given  to  Mrs.  A  Miss  Colden  to  take  with  them  in  the  Flag  ( 
going  up  Hudson's  River,  Two  Trunks  of  wearing  apparrel  and  some  Famll; 
saries,  one  Barrel  of  Brown  A  one  of  Loaf  Sugar,  one  quarter  Cask  of  wine.  ( 
of  Spirits,  flfty  pounds  of  Coffee,  two  Dozen  of  Chocolate,  two  Doson  of  *! 
Basket,  or  small  Cask  of  Earthen  ware  Ac.  Two  Tierces  of  Salt,  a  Box  of 
Glass,  two  side  Saddles,  and  Cloath  and  Trimmings  for  a  great  Coat  for  Dr.  J< 
of  Poughkeepsie. 

Given  uuder  my   Hand  and  Seal,   in   the  City  of  New- York,  the  Sixteenth 
November  1779.    Jas.  Pattlson. 
No.  1184.    To  all  whom  it  may  Concern. 

New  Windsor  '2S  Novem'r  1779.  Rec'd  from  on  board  the  Sloop  under  th< 
Lieutenant  lieldin  the  above  articles,  any  of  which  shall  be  reshlpcd  on  the 
his  Excelhncy  Governor  Clinton.    \Vm.  Denning. 

Permission  is  given  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bancker  to  pass  up  Hudson's  Riv4 
Flag  of  Trure  and  take  with  her.  her  wearing  apparrel  one  Bed.  Bedstead  A 
a  Basket  of  Kitchen  Furniture,  one  Loaf  Sugar,  fourteen  pounds  Brown  Sugi 
half  pound  of  T«^a  six  pounds  Coffee,  four  A  quarter  yards  musleo  and  Thre 
chocolate. 
No.  269.    To  all   whom  it  may  Concern. 

PerniisfcioL  is  givtn  to  Mrs.  Brown  to  send  Mrs.  Way  by  a  Flag  of  Truce 
Hudson's  River  one  A  half  yards  Cloath  for  a  Cloak,  a  Hat  A  Feather  for  a  C 
yards  Cambrick,  one  pound  Tea,  one  pair  woman's  Shoes  A  four  jrards  Steiff. 
No.  278.    To  all  whom  it  may  Concern. 

Permission   is   given   to   David   Mathews   Esqr.    to   send   by   Flag  of   Truce 
Hudson's   River   for  the  use  of   Vincent   Mathews   Esqr.    nine  yards    Calllco, 
Cloak,  three  yards  muslin,  six  of  Judging,   four  of  Ribbon,  a  Silk  Gown,  thrc 
Tea,  and  two  Loaves  Sugar. 
No.  271*.    To  all  whom  It  may  Concern. 

PermiMlon   is  given  to  John   Titus  to  send  by  a  Flag  of  Truce  (going  up 
River)   fur  the  use  of  Daniel  iUrdsall,   half  piece  of  Linnen.  half  pieoe  of  Cal 
yards  eambrlrk,  eight  of  callaniarK-u.   one   hundred   ne^^dies.   one  Dozen  Hand 
Hfty  six  pounds  Sugar,   four  of  Tea.    four  of  Chocolate,  one  of  Pepper,   ont*  o 
one  pack  of  Pins  and  one  L>ozen  Kiiivt-s  &  Forks. 
No.  276.    To  all  whom  It  may  Concern. 

Permission  is  given  to  Hugh  DobbLi:  xc  pa?.«  up  Hudson's- River  in  the  Flag 
ng    there    and    take    with    him    his    w.-arlng    apparrel.    sevtn    Handkeroit*'! 
'  Linufn  and  two  pound?  Tea. 
'.    To  all  whom  It  may  Concern. 

lasion  Is  given  to  Mm.   Mi-Mi^i'ioiny  to  pass  up  Hudson's  River  in   th 
under  the  charge  of  Capt.    rnlil.r. .    aud   take   with  her.   her   wearing 
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one  piece  of  Galileo,  nine  yards  LlnDen, .  six  Handkercbiefs,   two  pounds  Cotton,   six 
pounds  coffee,  six  of  Tea,  a  quarter  of  a  Hundred  Sugar,  two  years  Oauze  and   a 
small  Hatt 
No.  S74.    To  aU  whom  it  may  Concern. 


[No.  2603.] 

AlUm  MacDonell  and  Hugh  Eraser  Iterate  a  Request  for  Their 
Families  to  Join  Them  in  Netc  York. 

Sir,  The  Feelings  of  Husbands  and  of  Parents  we  hope,  will  appologlze  for  the 
trouble  of  this  letter.  If  there  is  any  impropriety  in  the  Request,  you  will  the  more 
readily  pardon  it.  when  you  consider  the  Strength,  and  Force  of  the  impulse,  and  how 
much  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  use  every  endeavor  to  procure  the  Freedom  of  our 
much  distresa'd  families,  which,  we  find,  can  only  be  effected  by  recommending  them 
to  your  Sympathy  and  humanity.  That  the  Persons  of  Women,  and  Children  ha?e  in 
all  civiliz'd  Nations  been  protected  and  tenderly  treated  (aa  much  as  Circumstances 
could  admit)  We  need  not  represent  to  a  Person  of  your  extensive  knowledge  ft 
erudition;  it  will  be  equally  unnecessary  to  observe,  that  the  British  Army  are  e,verse 
to  acts  of  unpollteness  and  inhumanity;  the  Ladles,  who  does  us  the  honor  of  being 
the  Bearers  of  this  letter,  are  proofs  of  this  assertion,  and  we  flatter  ourselves,  that 
the  Indulgence  granted  to  them  will  excite  compassion  towards  our  beyond  comparison 
dlstress'd  Families. 

We  deplore,  that  the  proceedings  of  Colo.  Butler  and  the  Indians  under  his  com- 
mand should  be  plac'd  as  a  Bar  to  our  most  anxloua  wishes  of  nroeting  our  unfortunate 
families;  We  are  utter  strangers,  and  totally  unconnected  with  these  proceedltigs; 
That  Mrs.  Campbell  and  one  or  two  more  women  being  carried  off  from  Cherry 
Valley,  we  hope  will  not  in  any  shape  be  imputed  to  or  resented  on  our  innocent 
Wives  and  Children,  the  actions  of  Savages  are  far  from  their  hearts,  they  suffer  and 
languish  too  much  not  to  sympathize  with  similar  misfortunes  and  unchristian 
Captivity  happening  to  their  Fellow  Creatures  of  same  sex  and  age. 

We  lament  the  horrors  of  War  should  affect  helpless  Women  and  Children; 

We  Invoke  the  justice  of  Heaven,  and  appeal  to  yours,  Sir,  that  ours  may  not  be 
cruelly  involv'd  in  what  they  ft  we  are  perfectly  innocent  of; 

We  humbly  hope,  that  the  hard  ft  unpararell'd  condition  of  requiring  a  detention  of 
our  families  for  Mrs.  Campbell  ftca.  will  no  longer  be  insisted  on. 

In  fine,  Sir,  altho  of  opposite  sentiments  politically,  yet  we  hope,  that  as  Men,  as 
Christians,  and  as  Gentlemen  we  may  have  the  honor  to  resemble  you  in  wishing  to 
relieve  dlstress'd  and  helpless  Women  and  Children;  this  humane  this  just. and  even 
magnanimous  action  is  now  in  your  power.  We,  therefore,  most  earnestly  flatter  our- 
selves, you  will  endeavour  to  put  it  in  our  power  to  acknowledge  (as  tender  fond 
Husbands  and  Fathers)  an  obligation  confer'd  on  us,  and  our  unhappy  Families,  which 
will  be  ever  gratefully  avow'd  by  us,  who  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  due  and 
personal  Respect,   Sir,   your  Excellency's  most  Obedient,   and  we  hope  to  have  cause 

to  add  most  obliged  humble  Servants 

Allan   MacDonell, 

Hugh    Fraser. 
New  York  l«th  Nov'r  1779. 

P.   S.  please  to  observe  that  nothing  detains  us  from  retireing  to  Great  Britain  but 
the  arrival  of  our  Families. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  2604.]      . 
Oolmel  Word  Directed  to  Detail  a  Muster  Maater  for  the  MiT- 

Head  Qrs.  FiBb  Kill  [Nov.  7,  177^ 
Sir,  His  Excellency,  the  GoverDor,  requests  you  to  e€D^ 
Deputy  to  muster  the  militia  of  this  State  now  in  Service, 
aa  it  is  expected  that  they  will  Sfpeedily  be  discharged^  he 
guests  that  a  muster  master  may  be  here  tcnmorrow  mora 
early. 
To  Col.  Ward  Muster  Master  General. 


[No.  2605.] 

Return  of  Ex^empU, 

A  Itegitnental  Return  of   Coll  Zepheniah  Piatt's  Regt.  of  ^ 
ciated  Exempts,    Carap  Fisbkillj  Novemiyr  17,  177^. 
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[Nod.  2607, 2008, 2609,  2612,  2614.] 
General  Pattison  Issues  a  Number  of  Permits. 

PennlBslon  la  giren  to  Mr.  Hector  St.  John  to  send  his  Familj  by  a  Flig  fotnf 
Hudson's  River;  One  Bladder  of  ^ufl  and  two  Bushella  of  SalL 
No.  2S9. 

Permission  la  given  to  the  Family  and  Effects  of  Isaac  Van  Tassel  to  yait  to  2( 
Tork  from  Pbillpaburgh. 
No.  296. 

Permission  Is  given  to  Mr.  James  Peters  to  send  by  a  Flag  of  Truce  golBf  «p  Bi 
son's  River  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Wm.  Treadwell  Two  pounds  Tea,  two  Loaves  Softf.  t 
yards  muslin,  four  Silk  Hsudkerchlefs.  two  yards  mode,  twelve  of  calUco.  two  i 
women's  ft  two  of  children's  Shoes,  one  piece  of  Linnen.  a  quarter  pound  tbr«td. 
Pocket  Handkerchiefs,  two  Bushels  Salt,  two  yards  Cambrick.  two  of  Lawn.  ' 
Woman's  Hsitt,  six  yards  Ribbon  ft  one  Barrel  Oysters. 
No.  a02. 

Permiaslon  is  given  to  Lt.  Colo.  Tumbull  to  send  one  pound  Tea  by  a  Flag  gotoc 
Hudson's  River. 
No. 

Permission  Is  given  to  the  Family  and  Effects  of  Charles  Theal  to  pass  to  Nev  ^ 
from  Dutchess  County. 
No.  Sl». 
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[No.  2613.] 
Receipts  for  the  Moneys  on  the  Sale  of  Hak&s  Ooods. 
Monies  arising  from  the  Sales  of  Hake's  Ooode  to  be  diyided 
amongst  the  non  Oommissioned  Officers  and  Privates  of  the  fol- 
lowing Regiments  vizt. 

non  comiss'd 

Officers  •& 

privates 
Van  Schaick's    430    each  £5.  17.  9  amounts  to    £2531.     8.     6 
Cortland's  253  Do  1489.  11.     2 

Gansevoort's       416  Do  2449.     6.     3 

Wiesenfels'  225  Do  1324.  15.     6 

DuBois's  329  Do  1937.     2.     1 


Total  1653  whole  amount        £9732.     3.     6 

Received  this  6th  November   1779   of   his   Excellency   Gov'r 

Clinton,  One  thousand  nine  hundred  &  thirty  seven  Pounds  two 

Shillings  &  Id.,  being  the  Proportion  of  Money  in  full  due  to  my 

Itegiment  on  the  Sale  of  Hake's  Goods  agreable  to  the  Act  of 

the  Legislature  for  that  Purpose  according  to  the  above  Esti- 

ixiate  which  I  promise  to  pay  to  the  Non  Commissioned  Officers 

&  Privates  accordingly.    Witness  my  Hand. 

Lewis  Duboys,  CJolo. 
Test.         Robt.  Benson. 


To  Van  Schaick's  regiment  £2531,  8  shillings  &  six  pence.    Re- 
ceipted for  by  Abr.  Ten  Eyck,  Lt.  &  P.  M.  1  N.  York  Regt. 


To  Van  Cortland*s  Regiment  £1489,  11  shillings  and  2  pence. 
Receipted  for  by  Robt.  Provooet,  Lt.  P.  Mast'r. 
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For  Lieut.  Colo.  Wiesenfels  Regt.,  £1324,  15  shillings  and  i  ^ 
pence.    Receipted  for  by  Israel  Smith,  Capt.  &  P.  M:,  4th  K.T.**^ 
Regt. 


Camp  at  Pompton  12th  Nov'r  1779. 

Sir,  Please  to  Pay  Capt.  Iseral  Smith  the  proportion  of  the* ^ 

money  due  to  the  third  N.  York  Regt.  from  the  Sale  of  ftunl ' 

Hake^s  Efifects;  his  Receipt  shall  be  sufficient  for  sir  your  Hnmb. 

eer. 

Jer.  V.  Rensselaer,  P.  Mas.  3  N.  Y.  Regt. 

To  His  Excellency  Gov.  Clinton. 


For  Colo.  Gansevoort's  Regt.  £2441),  6  shillings  and  3  pence. 
Receipted  for  by  Israel  Smith,  Capt.  &  P.  M.  4th  N.  Y.  Regt. 


[No.  2615.] 
Dr,  Laictrnce  Vouched  for  by  WiUiam  Worthin^on. 

Saybrook  Nov>  22th  1779. 
May  it  please  your  Excellancey.     This  comes  by  Doct'r  Law- 
rence a  Refugee  from  Long  Island;  he  hath  Resided  about  3 
years  at  Southampton;  he  has  been  very  Servicable  in  Procur- 
ing Intelligence  from  the  enemy  and  that  of  Importance  while 
he  Lived  there  which  has  been  Regularly  Conveyed  to  his  Ex- 
cellancy  Gov>  Trumbull  or  Some  General  Officer  by  me;  he  is 
Sorely  a  fixed  friend  to  the   American  Cause  and   Deserves 
favour;  tis  but  Inst  week  he  left  the  Island  finding  there  was 
an  Information    Lodged  against  him  and  the  talk  of  Troops 
down  hc^     dare  Stay  no  Longer;  he  fled  to  this  place 
^ij*  C£av3ie  to  me  as  I  command  the  guards  in  the 


370  Public  Papebs  of  Geobgb  Cldcton. 

[No.  2616.] 

Lieutenant  Belding  Notifies  Captain  MUekdi  cf  the  Atriml  iff  E¥ 

Wife  With  a  Flag. 

Pecks  Km  NoT^  23d  1T». 

Sir,  This  may  inf ourin  yon  that  your  wife  is  t>oaid  of  a  flag. 
I  left  hur  Last  Night  at  Tallaws  Point  in  Company  with  lGi» 
Lodlnn,  Miss  Bachel  Smith,  Sister  to  Miss  Ladlan,  Miss  EM- 
bith  Banker,  Mathew  Bithell  and  Hugh  Dibbons.  Qen.  Wasb- 
ington  will  not  allow  any  person  to  Come  ashore,  But  such  u 
have  Gov'r  Clinton  primishon. 

Maj'r  Skidmore  will  deliver  this;  suppose  yon  will  know  how 

to  Conduct  in  the  affair.    In  the  mean  time  shall  do  all  in  mf 

power  to  make  Miss  Mitchel  Comfortable.    I  am,  Sir,  with  ^^ 

spect  your  Most  Obt  Se't 

S.  Belding. 
Capt.  Mitchel. 

[No.  2617.]  ♦ 


[No.  2618.] 
Captain  Youngs  Obtains  His  Parole, 

I,  iHracI  Youngs,  a  Prisoner  to  the  State  of  New  York  do  hereby  engage  on  my  Pti^ 
of  Honor  to  bis  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  that  I  will  without  Delay  repair  by  tH^ 
most  direct  Route  to  Colo.  Beatty,  Commissary  General  of  Prlaoners,  at  his  Office  # 
Major  DuHois'H  in  Orange  County,  or  such  other  Place  as  the  same  shall  be  held  »< 
and  put  myself  under  his  Direction;  and  that  I  will  not  do.  or  say.  any  Thiis' 
prejudicinl  to  the  Interest  of  the  United  States  of  America.  Witness  my  Hand  thl 
24th  Nov'r  1779  at  Poughkeepsie. 

Israel  Yoangt. 
Wltni'Hs.    Kobt.  Benson. 


[No.  2GU).] 
Di\  Trvat  Prsins  to  Transport  Two  Mischievous  Tory  Women, 
"^ir,  Your  Kxci'IUmicv  will  pli»asi»  to  indulge  me,  while  1  peti 
for  two  toi y  woinon,  who  are  desirous  of  going  into  Ne^ 
Btferred  to  and  cunsolldated  with  2tf23.<-STATE  Historian. 
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York  to  Join  their  Husbands;  their  Names  are  Juda  Holliday 
&  Sarah  Phillips,  both  in  this  City  now;  they  are  married  to 
Brittish  Soldiers,  disaffected  to  the  cause  and  have  a  Disposi- 
tion to  do  as  much  mischief  as  they  can,  tho'  this  is  not  much. 

I  do  not  ask  your  Excellency  this  Favour,  out  of  any  Regard 
I  have  for  them  or  their  Principles,  but  to  get  clear  of  their 
Importunity,  and  rid  the  State  of  two  inimical  women;  they 
only  ask,  that  your  Excellency  would  grant  them  a  Permltt, 
to  pass  our  Lines,  after  this,  they  will  shift  for  themselves.  I 
Submitt  the  matter  with  great  Deference  to  your  Excellency's- 
•  Determination  and  am  your  Excellency  most  Obedient  hum- 
ble Serv.  M.  Treat. 
Albany  26th  Nov'r  1779. 
His  Excellency  Govenor  Clinton. 


[No.  2620.] 

John  Morvn  Scott  Requests  Courtesies  for  Mr.  Callovfs  Daughter  and 

Her  Children. 

Fish  Kill,  November  26th  1779. 

Sir,  Mr.  Callow,  an  Inhabitant  of  this  County,  has  applied 
to  Me  in  behalf  of  his  Daughter,  who  is  extreamly  desirous  to 
go  with  her  two  Children  to  her  Husband  at  New  York.  As  it 
can  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  State  to  detain  the  wives  and 
Children  of  those  who  have  joined  the  Enemy,  I  have  encour- 
aged him  to  hope  for  your  Excellency's  permission  in  favor  of 
his  Daughter  &  Grandchildren.  The  Method  he  proposes  for 
conveying  them  down  is  by  Land.  And  he  would  wish  to  go 
with  them  in  person  as  far  down  as  he  may  be  permitted  to  go^ 
nnder  such  assurances  as  you  may  think  proper  to  take  from 
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him.    If,  Sir,  you  see  no  Objections  to  granting  your  pennissioa, 

you  will  oblige  me  in  granting  it.    I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respeet 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant 

Jno.  Morin  Scott 
His  Excellency  the  Governor. 


[No.  2621.] 
A  Petition  Faix>ring  Samuel  Hake, 

Sir.  Permit  me  the  indulgence  of  sending  you  the  inclosed  Certificate,  which  I  hm 
your  Ex'y  will  be  pleas'd  to  Uke  Into  Consideration,  *  my  distress  situation:  I  fesfv 
a  connection  which  ought  in  justice  to  Berre  me  has  endearor'd  to  Injure  me  In  jtm 
"Bx'j  good  Opinion.  And  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures  my  being  here,  is,  I  haft  Ihl 
pleasure  of  seeing  my  Children.    I   have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Ex'ys  most  Obt  ft 

very  Humbl.  Ser't 

Saml.  Hskc 
Red  Hook  26th  Nov.  1779. 
His  Ex'y  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr. 


To  His  Ex'y  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr.  Gov'r  *  Commander  in  Chief  ftc.  ftc.  Ac. 

We  the  Subscribers.  Do  hereby  Certify  that  Mr.  Samuel  Hake  late  Merchant  of  Ntw 
York,  since  his  arrival  here,  being  put  on  his  Parole,  has,  from  tba  general  tenor  of  ; 
his  behaviour  conducted  himself  in  every  respect  as  a  Gentleman,  ft  very  friendly  to 
the  United  States.  We  conceive  he  may  with  propriety  be  permitted  to  have  hli 
Parole  taken  off.  or  at  least,  to  have  the  liberty  of  going  to  any  part  of  this  Stato^ 
without  the  Enemy's  Lines.  We  wish  he  may  continue  with  ns;  or  If  more  agreoablo 
to  him.  to  be  at  his  own  Choice  to  fix  on  any  particular  place  that  Is  most  convecicnt 
to  htm.  ft  hi«  Children. 

John  Clum  Capt'n.  Zach.  Hoffman  Jur.,  Martin  Hoffman,  John  Friderlck  Rles  Xln'r. 
Daniel  Wilson  Commissary.  James  Wilson  Sen'r,  John  Wilson  Lieut..  Jmeob  Scboraur^ 
horn.  Cornelius  Schermerhorn.  Cornelius  Elmendorph  Lieut..  Stephen  "Wlnans,  Sey- 
mour Winans.   Martin  Vosburgh.   Geo.    Harsin,  John   Sickels.   Brert  Voebarg,  SamMl 

Surgion,    Levi  Jones.  John  Gilbert.   Martin   Mlllbmm.    Henry  Whlteman,   Philip 

Jacobs.  Conrad  Leacher  Lieut..  Heinrich ,  Philip  ,  Nicholas  Bonestcal.  Carri 

his 

Nrr  i7).  William  Leonard  Cap'n.  Philip  X  Bonansteel.  Wilhelmus  .  Jacob  Mail 

mark 
Garardua    Hardenbrook    Lieut..    Gotlob    Martin.    Oliver    Mlldeburger.    Htenrlch    SfartiA. 
Ebeiirier  AddAms.  Cornelus  Hosderhaud.  Priderick  Cremcr.  Simon  P.  Cole.  Peter  Mlaii, 

his 
Matthias  Smith.   Dhileb  Stast.  Nicholas  Heermance.  William  W  Woldorf.  John  Bmt- 

mark 
mans  Lteut  .  (^ristoffel  Waldorf.  Hendriok  Benner.  Hendrick  Benner  Juner.  Jota 
Render.  Ja«  ob  Mcul  Juner.  lUmJaniin  Van  Steenbergh  Jr..  John  Van  Keuren.  Comellei 
Tan  Keurrn.  Par-iel  Wibncr.  Willholmus  Smith.  Zacharias  Smith.  Lodwik  Blsrrflr. 
Cornehu*  MilUr,  iJeorge  Tator.  John  V  Steenbergh  Cap'n.  John  Teater.  John  F.  Sharer. 
Priiri.h  Pii-t.r  John  Fulton.  C.err»t  HoU^abbel.  Hcr.rth  Titter.  Abraham  Teetter.  Joha 
Yost  Slttl  Kovtr  Heerni.i:i»  l>-ft  .  rioorjce  Sharp,  Peter  Heermans.  Andries  Heermaaa, 
Oose  llei*rm<iti!«.  Sjinnu-1  KliuLdorph.  Jacob  Elmtudorph.  Hugh  S.  McClelan. 
•^MuolH*vk  Precinct    Novr  17?». 
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[No.  2622.] 
ffugh  Dohhin  Attempts  to  Establish  a  Chardcter  for  Himself. 

Honoured  S'r,  I  am  here  in  great  dlstres.  I  was  a  freeholder  in  the  County  of 
Orange  for  the  space  of  forty  years  before  I  Left  this  Contrle,  which  was  Just  at  the 
Isesining  of  these  unhappy  troubles;  the  Cause  of  my  going  home  was  my  father  ft 
^liree  brothers,  which  I  Left  att  home  when  I  Came  to  this  Contrie;  all  died;  the  Last 
of  them  died  abot  a  year  A  half  before  I  Left  this  Contrie;  I  was  sent  for  to  go  horne- 
ts enjoy  a  property  which  belonged  to  me.  I  was  obliged  to  enter  a  suite  in  the  Law 
^wliich  detained  me  upwards  of  four  years  before  I  Could  make  an  end  of  it;  as  soon 
ma  I  possably  Could  I  Came  from  Irland  for  my  wife  ft  family,  where  I  arived  att 
Xilew  York;  I  would  have  had  no  Deflculty  in  getting  a  pass,  having  a  Letter  to  Lord 
Hodons  [Rawdon]  from  his  mother  to  him;  he  readily  gave  me  a  note  to  the  Comadant 
to  L<ett  me  hav  a  permitt,  but  David  Mlathis  put  a  stop  to  my  expectations,  by  repre- 
senting me  as  one  of  the  most  dangerous  men  that  Could  be  admited  to  go;  that  he 
Imew  me  very  well;  that  I  was  a  great  rebel;  that  I  was  sent  home  by  the  Congress 
to  make  friends  in  Ireland  for  the  Congress  ft  endeavour  to  raise  a  rebellion  in  Ireland; 
that  I  bad  Letters  to  the  Congress;  that  I  bad  Letters  to  the  rebell  oflcer;  that  Judge- 
HclBBon  warn  a  ringleader  of  tihe  rebellion;  that  I  was  a  near  reletion  of  Jackson's  ft  he 
Imow  Jackson  would  Oreditt  whatever  I  told  him,  D'r  s'r,  I  was  well  aquainted  with 
-^KNir  honoured  father,  ft  your  brother  James,  ft  a  Litle  wltlh  yourself;  he  also  aded  that 
I  bad  two  sons  in  the  rebel  army.  I  hope,  s'r,  you  will  Consider  my  situation  being. 
tfeCained.here  nine  weeks  att  great  Ezpences  from  s'r  your  ihonour  humble  servant 

Hugh  Dobbin. 
To  the  honourable  George  Clinton. 

pray  s'r  Excuse  my  writing  being  much  hurled  s'r  your 


[Nofl.  2623,  2624.] 
Lieutenant   Belding    Unable   to    Obey    Governor    Clinton^s    Orders^ 
'      Without  Breaking  Those  He  Received  from  General  Heath. 

New  Windsor  Novmr.  26th  1779. 
Sir,  Inclosed  I  send  you  Maj'r  Gen.  Heath's  orders*  to  me  re- 
apecting  a  flag  of  Tnice  from  New  York.  His  Excellency  Gten. 
Wasljington  gave  Gen.  Heath  his  Direction.  I  have  OompTyed 
with  the  orders  so  far  as  to  receive  the  pasagers  and  effects. 
Oapt.  U'riah  Mitchel  produced  your  Excellency  orders  for  his 
wife,  Capt.  Ludlum  wife,  and  her  sister  Miss  Rachel  Smith  with 
their  effects  to  be  deliverd.  I  waited  on  his  Excellency  Gen. 
Washington  and  producd  the  paasports  and  when  he  see  them^ 

.     •Peekslclll  November  24,  1779. 
Dear  Sir,    Tou  will  please  to  receive  from  on  board  the  flag  lately  from  New  York 
•vch  persons  ft  effects  as  may  be  delivered  you  ft  in  one  of  our  vessels  convey  them 
to  his  EKoelleocy  Governor  Clinton  with  there  pasports  from  New  York. 

by  comm'd  of  M.  Gen.  Heath.    Th.  Cartwright  Aid  de  O&mp. 
Mr.  Belding.    a  Coppy   8.  Belding. 
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^Hra.  Logan,  Mrs.  McOlaghry,  Mrs.  Sarah  Mitchel,  Bacliael 
awth  &  Child  &  Mrs.  Judith  Ludlow  and  her  two  Children  & 
Ifei.  Elizabeth  Bancker  had  my  previous  Permission  for  the  pur- 
EMK,  yon  will  please  to  receive  them,  and  permit  them  to  land 
irith  articles  mentioned  in  their  respective  Permits.  Mrs.  &  Miss 
CUden  are  also  to  be  received,  together  with  the  Family  Neces- 
Hriee  but  not  the  other  articles  mentioned  in  their  Permit. 
Hiose  articles,  together  with  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  other 
Permits  and  the  other  Persons  (except  Hugh  Dobbins),  men- 
tioned in  the  Flagg,  as  they  have  been  sent  out  without  a  pre- 
rioug  application  and  my  Permission  obtained  for  the  puri)ose 
ire  to  be  detained  on  board  the  Flag  Vessel  and  returned  with 
ker  to  the  City  of  New  York. 

It  is  my  Opinion  that  Capt.  Golden  ought  not  to  be  suffered 
to  proceed  farther  up  the  River. 

You  will  permit  Hugh  Dobbins  to  land  with  his  Effects  and 
take  his  Parol  to  appear  forthwith  before  the  Commissioners  for 
ConsjHracies  &c.  at  this  Place. 

Yon  will  please  to  mention  to  Capt.  Golden,  that  whenever  I 

ifcall  be  applied  to  in  behalf  of  the  Families  of  John  Fluelling, 

ind  the  other  Persons  mentiond  in  the  Flagg,  for  Leave  to  go 

to  the  City  of  New  York,  I  will  take  their  application  into  Con- 

aderation  and  shall  consider  them  as  haveing  Genl.  Pattison's 

Permission  to  come  in.    I  am  &c. 

G.  G. 
fc  Lent.  Belding. 

I  dare  venture  to  assure  you  that  Genl.  Heath  will  approve  of 

*oar  Complying  with  these  Directions  if  you  have  any  Doubts 

tt  the  subject.    I  think  the  Flagg  ought  to  be  immediately  or- 

l€Ted  down  below  the  Forts. 

G.  G. 
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[No.  2628.] 
siShi  Governor  Mildly  Rebukes  WUliam  Denning  for  His  Presumption 

in  the  Flag  Matter, 

Pokeepsie  29th  Nov >  1779. 
Sir,  I  would  willingly  oblige  you  and  Dr.  Jones,  but  I  have  long 

_  since  determined,  and  I  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to  persevere 
in  my  Determination,  not  to  suffer  any  Persons  or  Articles  to 
be  received  from  on  bbard  a  Flag  unless  my  previous  Permission 
wtB  obtained  that  they  should  be  sent  out.  You  doubtless  have 
perceived  the  Uneasiness  and  Clamour  occasioned  in  consequence 

'of the  Introduction  of  Goods  into  the  Country  thro'  Flaggs,  and 
there  is  no  other  Mode  of  preventing  it,  than  by  a  total  Prohi- 
bition unless  in  i)articular  Cases  where  I  shall  be  previously  ap- 
plied to  for  Permission. 

With  respect  to  Mrs.  Colden  as  I  intimated  that  she  might 
bring  out  a  few  Necessaries  for  the  Use  of  her  Family,  I  have 
no  Objection,  to  her  having  the  Articles  specified  in  her  Permit 
A8  ^  some  Family  Necessaries,"  but  the  others  being  from  their 
Qaantity  evidently  designed  for  the  purpose  of  Traffick,  I  shall 

direct  to  be  detained.    These  articles  as  you  have  passed  your 

Receipt  for  them  you  will  please  to  keep  in  your  Possession  til 

jou  receive  further  Direction. 
Mrs.  McClaghry  had  my  Permission  to  bring  out  a  few  Neces- 

iariee  for  the  Use  of  her  Family  and  Lieut.  Belding  has  my 

Orders  to  deliver  to  her  the  articles  mentioned  in  her  Permit. 

[G.  C] 
[To  William  Denning.] 


[No.  2629.] 
Vincent  Mathews  Asks  for  Privileges,  Under  a  Flag. 
May  it  Pleas  your  Excellency;  Yisterday  I  Recived  a  Letter 
from  my  Son  David^  by  the  Late  fflag  that  Cam  from  New  York;  it 


378 


Public  pArBRS  op  George  Clinton* 


to  an  open  Letter  in  which  he  Informs  me,  that  he  hi 
Three  paunda  of  Tea  &  two  Loves  of  Shuger  and  Soi 
of  Oloathing  for  his  Sister,  eome  of  which  she  Lieft  at 
five  years  pajst,  and  is  now  in  want  of  them  all,  which 
in  the  filag,  of  all  which  my  Son  James  the  Barror  ] 
a  List,  and  the  Letter  I  Becived  from  mj  Son;  the  Tea  1 
I  Cheifly  Live  on,  haveing  No  teeth  Left  to  Chaw  oth^ 
the  Things  that  Eare  Came  for  my  Daughter  Eare  foi 
joufie,  I  Beg  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  give  C 
they  may  be  Delivered  to  my  Son»  w^ho  has  a  Ooppy  of 
as  they  Eare  Entered  in  the  permit t,  in  which  your  E: 
greatly  Oblidge,  S'r,  yo*r  old  ffriend  &  Hiun,  Sar't 

Vin't  B 
Matthewsffeild  Orange  County  Nov'r  the  29th  1779, 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Eetir, 
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vent  it,  but  a  total  Prohibition  except  in  special  Ccuses  where^ 
upon  a  previous  application  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  grant 
Permission. 

The  affair  of  this  Flagg  embarrasses  me  exceedingly,  and  for 
want  of  the  means  of  conveying  the  Goods  to  the  City  of  New 
York  again,  I  have  been  reduced  to  the  Necessity  of  directing 
them  to  be  landed  and  deposited  with  Persons  in  whom  I  can 
confide,  til  I  have  an  Opportunity  of  determining  how  farther  to 
dispoee  of  them. 

Mr.  Sand«,  who  was  banished  from  the  Enemy,  has  my  Per- 
mission to  bring  out  his  Family  and  Effects  in  Exchange  for  the 
Family  and  Effects  of  Mr.  Oummings,  an  Exile  from  this  State, 
who  has  also  my  Permission  to  carry  his  Family  &  Effects  to  the 
City  of  New  York. 

These  Persons  may  possibly  not  have  their  Permits  with  them. 

I  must,  therefore,  request  that  they  may  be  an  Exception  to  the 

Rule  and  that  you  will  give  the  necessary  Orders  for  the  purpose. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Heath.] 


[No.  2631.] 
Francis  Filkin  Vouches  for  Marthn  Bethel, 

I  do  hereby  stipulate  on  luy  word  and  Honour  in  behalf  of  Martha  Bethel  to  Hia 
Sxcellency  Governor  Clinton,  that  If  the  said  Martha  Bethel  is  permitted  to  land 
from  on  board  the  vessel  where  she  now  Is,  that  she  shall  return  to  the  City  of  Now 
York  by  the  first  Flagg.    Witness  my  hand  this  29th  Nov'r  1779. 

Fra's  Filkin. 


[No.  2632.] 

Copy  of  a  Letter  Signed  in  CijpJier,  Touching  Existing  British  Ideas^ 
of  the  War  Between  Engl<ind  and  America. 

New  York,  30th  Nov'r,  1779. 
Sir,  From  the  best  information  I  can  get  and  I  am  in  a  pn*t1y 
good  Channel  to  rec(»ive  the  best — The  British  have  not  the  least 
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Intention  to  abandon  their  PossesBions  at  New  York  and  iti 
Dependencies.    They  have  a  very  well  grounded  Expectation  tbat 
the  Majority  of  the  Americans  are  for  a  Reconciliation  with  the 
Mother,  upon  the  liberal  and  generous  Terms  offered  in  the 
King^s  Commissioners'  Manifesto,  that  as  America  (by  Omt 
Britain^s  relinquishing  therein  the  Principle  of  Taxation  &c.)  is 
now  freed  from  Apprehensions  of  oppressions,  the  object  of  the 
Warr  is  done  away,  and,  therefore,  it  is  believed  among  them, 
that  the  obstinacy  of  those  wiio  have  the  Power  at  Present  in 
their  Hands  by  rejecting  all  Terms  of  Conciliation  less  than 
Independancy  will  produce  unanimity  in  England,  and  must 
disunite  America.     There  being  no  Object  for  the  Americans 
80  obvious  as  to  get  out  of  this  ruinous  Warr,  upon  a  reonion 
of  the  Empire.    They  say  those  who  have  raised  themselves 
from  small  Beginnings  to  offices  of  Power,  trust  and  Profit 
will  not  relish  such  Doctrine.     Those  men  have  too  rapidly  run 
up  to  the  Top  of  a  pinnacle  without,  thej'  say,  considering  how 
they  should  get  down  again.     And  they  farther  say  that  Time 
and  Force  must  bring  them   to  their  original  Standard.    As 
their   arbitrary   and    oppressive   Conduct    under    the   specious 
Pretence  of  promoting  Liberty  cannot  be  much  longer  endured 
by  the  considerate  part  of  America,  who  can  estimate  the  Bless- 
ings of  this  Life  by  their  Keason,  and  not  by  the  blind  impulse 
of  their  Passions.* 

*From  West  Point.  October  20.  1779  WashingtoD  wrote  to  the  Marquis  de  Lafftyctte: 
•  •••••  • 

We  have  been  in  hourly  exp«>(>tation.  for  the  last  15  days,  of  seeing  Count  d'Bstai&f 

off  Sandy- hook.    We  hare  not  heard   u   syllable   from   Charles   Town   in    So.    Carotlai 

"tee  the  8th  of  September.    The  aorts.   then  mentioned,   that  the  Count  intended  u 

•  bta  attack   the   next  day.    I'nder  such   circumstances,   you   may   easily  form  ai 

'  our  impatience  and  anxiety.     We  are  making  every  preparatioh   in  our  powei 

•xtensiTe   and   perfect    co-operation    with    the   fleet.    (If   it   comes;)    while  tk( 

vboee  expectation  of  it  keeps  pa<-<*  with  ours,  are  equally  vigorous  in  prepar 

Asftace.    They  are  throwing  up  strong  works  at  the  Narrowa.  both  on  loot 

Id  Staten  Island.    They  are  fortifying  the  point  at  Sandy -hook,  (on  which  th 

a.)  and  every  other  spot,   which  can  contribute  to  the  defence  elthc 
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The  Reflections  in  this  Letter  seem  to  be  the  General  Ideas  of 
the  King's  Friends;  how  far  they  agree  with  those  of  his 
Enemies,  you,  who  have  a  part  in  their  Measures,  must  be  the 
belt  Judge. 

Copy  taken  from  the  original  by  Alex'r  McDougaJl. 
(Copy  of  Cppy).  .       . 


[No.  2633.] 
In  Relation  to  Captain  Close,  Captured  by  the  British. 

state  of  Connecticut. 

Greenwich  Nov'br  30  1T79. 
Sir.  Capt  Elnathan  Close  a  worthy,  faithfull  Citizen  of  this  town.  Commanded  a 
^^»  Boat  from  this  Place,  and  in  attempting  to  take  a  vessel  of  the  Enemies  in  th» 
XKiQd  near  Long  Island,  which  was  said  to  be  loaded  with  warlike  stores  &  goods,  was 
uUertiuiately  overpowered  by  number^  &  taken,  and  is  still  a  prisoner;  for  further 
Pwtlcnlars  in  the  affair,  I  beg  leave  to  Recomend  Mr.  Ebenez'r  Mead,  the  bearer, 
vbo  jour  Exelency  may  rely  upon,  who  comes  to  indea^our  an  Exchange  of  s'd  Close 

for  Capt.  Jervia  Coles  who  was  Oaptured  by  Daniel  and  said  Close.    I  am  your 

Exelency's  most  obed't  Humbl.  Ser't 

John  Mead.  Col.  of  the  9lh  Regt.  x>f  militia 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
Hli  Exel'cy  Gov'r  Clinton. 

o(  the  harbor  or  the  City.  Besides  which,  they  have  already  sunk  eight  and  have  1? 
more  large  ships  to  sink  in  the  channel  within  the  light-House;  and  Transports  are 
fose  to  Rhode  Island,  with  the  view,  it  is  paid,  to  take  off  the  garrison.  In  a  word,  if 
tbcj  are  not  horribly  frightened,  they  certainly  are  in  horrid  confusion.  They  work 
ioc^wantly.  and  will,  it  is  to  be  feared,  render  the  entrance  into  the  harbor  extremely 
<IiflScQlt.  if  not  impracticable,  if  the  operations  to  tho-  southward  should  delay  the 
Count  much  if  any  longer. 

G«neral  Sullivan  has  compleated  the  entire  destruction  of  the  country  of  the  Six 
Nations;  driven  all  the  Inhabitants,  men,  women,  and  children,  out  of  it:  and  is  at 
EastoD  on  his  return  to  join  this  army,  with  the  Troops  under  his  command.  He  has 
Performed  this  service  without  losing  40  men,  either  by  the  enemy  or  by  sickness. 
WbUe  the  Six  Nations  were  under  this  rod  of  correction,  the  Mingo  and  Muncy  tribes, 
Urlng  on  the  Aligany,  French  Creek,  and  other  waters  of  the  Ohio  above  Fort  Pitt, 
inet  with  similar  chastisem't  from  Colo  Brodhead.  who  with  600  men  advanced  upoa 
them  at  the  same  Inst't  and  laid  waste  their  Country.  These  unexpected  and  severe 
itrolces  has  disconcerted,  humbled,  and  distressed  the  Indians  exceedingly;  and  will,  I 
un  persuaded,  be  productive  of  great  good;  as  they  are  undeniable  proofs  to  them, 
that  Great  Britain  cannot  protect  tbem,  and  that  it  is  in  our  power  to  chastise  them, 
Thenever  their  hostile  conduct  deserves  it. 

Hie  embarkation,  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  Sept'r,  did  actually  take  place, 
Acd  consisted  of  near  6.P0O  men.  (the  flower  of  the  British  army,)  under  the  command 
of  Lord  Comwallis,  who  with  these  Troops  sailed  the  25th  of  that  month;  and  two 
days  afterwards  returnt^d,  having  received  some  Intelligence  of  the  Count  d'Estaing 
being  on  the  coast  of  Georgia,  whither,  it  is  said,  this  armament  was  destined.  They 
STB  reianded  and  now  at  N.  York.  The  first  detachment  from  the  place,  supposed 
to  have  sailed  for  Halifax,  but  in  reality  designed  for  Canada,  (consisting,  as  I  men- 
tiooed  to  yoa  in  my  last,  of  the  44th  compleated  British,  and  two  Hessian  regiments.) 
met  with  a  storm  at  Sea,  which  dispersed  the  transports,  two  of  which,  containing  near 
IM  ITiMlsiii,  fell  into  our  hands,  and  are  now  in  Phila. ;  two  others  returned  to  New 
Tork  dismasted.    Of  the  others,  no  acct.  is  yet  obtained. 
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[No.  2634.] 
DISASTROUS  DEPRECIATION  OP  CUEEENCT. 
OhanceHor  Livingston  Suggests  a  Plan  Regarding  the  Dispotal  of 
Our  Western  Lands  by  Which  the  State  WiU  Secure  Niagara  curf  * 
the  Navigation  of  Lake  Ontario. 

Philadelphia  30th  Nov*r  17T9. 
Dear  Sir,   I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  you  last  week, 
but  missing  the  post  you  will  receive  that  letter  by  this  con- 
veyance, since  which  nothing  material  has  hapned  here,  except 
that' I  find  a  violent  inclination  in  most  of  the  States  to  appro- 
priate all  the  western  Lands  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
&  in  proportion,  as  they  feel  the  weight  of  taxes,  that  ioclina- 
tion  will  increase,  till  I  fear  it  will  at  last  overpower  us,  unless 
we  contrive  to  make  a  sacrafice  of  part  to  secure  the  remainder. 
This  I  think  we  may  do  to  advantage  now,  while  they  treat  onr 
title  with  some  respect.    I  would,  therefore,  submit  it  to  yonr 
Excellency  whether  it  would  not  be  prudent  for  our  Legislature 
to  empower  us  to  agree  to  make  a  north  line,  extended  from 
the  northwest  corner   of   Pensilvania  to  the  lake  Ontario  our 
western  boundary,  &  from  thence  along  the  northwest  shore  of 
lake  Ontario  &  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  the  bounds  of  Canada, 
&  from  thence  along  those  boundaries  to  the  State  of  New  Ilamp- 
Bhire.    This  will  secure  Niagara  to  us,  and  the  navigation  of  Lake 
Ontario.    It  will  put  our  claim  out  of  dispute,  enable  Congress  ft 
418  to  apply  our  Lands  to  counter  secure  our  money.    In  every 
view  this  matter  appears  important  to  me.    I  wish  our  Legis- 
ire  may  see  it  in  the  same  light.    We  have  already  had  one 
Thich  we  very  fortunately  warded,  tho  Virginia  is  an- 
id.    The  attempt  convinces  me  of  the  risk  ^we  run  by 
Uusatiable  in  our  demands. 

e  not  a  word  of  foreign    news   except  vague  reports 
Wert  Indies  of  a  battle  in  the  Channel,  but  nothing 
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n  be  depended  upon.    You  may  believe  that  we  are  very 

^nt  for  the  Issue  of  so  important  a  conflict. 

sorry  to  tell  you  that  nwney  has  fallen  below  any  thing 

>a  can  suppose.    I  need  give  you  no  other  proof  of  it  than 

ng  you  that  I  this  day  paid  £537  this  money  for  a  plain  suit 

ths,  £21  for  plain  buttons  to  a  servant's  coat  &  putting 

)n,  &  26  dollars  for  sawing   a   cord   of   wood;   grain   & 

V  produce  have  even  risen  beyond  foreign  articles.    But 

lo  not  despair  of  retrieving  it  if  my  plan  sh'd  be  adopted 

irell  seconded  by  the  Legislatures.    I  shall  do  myself  the 

to  transmit  it  to  you  when  it  is  properly  digested.    I  am, 

th  great  respect  y'r  Excellency's  most  obt.  Hum.  Serv't 

Robt.  R.  Livingston, 
ccellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  2635.] 

1  Prioe^s  Mustei'-Roll  and  Exemptions   Given  by  General 
Ten  Broeck, 

uster  Roll  of  Captain  John  Price's  Company,  Colo.  Robt. 

ensseler's  Regt.,  of  Malitia  in  the  service  of  the  United 

for  the  months  of  Octob'r  &  Nov'r  1779. 


Names 

Rank 

Names  of  n.cn  exempted  by 
Brigadeer  Oenl.  Tenbrook. 

CapUIn 

John  B<^>Rart, 

osobeek. 

1st  Lieutenant 

Frans  Harsen, 

2nii  Lieutenant 

Wm.  Van  Wee, 

iftrhaick. 

Ensign 

Rlnelr  Van  Hoesen, 

>rleti, 

Scrgtrnt 

John  Pruyn. 

inda. 

Do 

John  K.  Pruyn. 

Do 

Antony  B  Bradt, 

, 

Corporal 

Wm.  Shepherd. 

on,  JUmi., 

Rank  &  File 

John  Van  Denthuysen, 

on.  JQU., 

Do 

Bar  re  lit  VotiburKta. 

iker. 

Do 

Jaeob's  Van  Sante, 

odd. 

Do 

(iarret  T.  Vlsschcr, 

kj^jir. 

Do 

Joseph  Taylor. 

er. 

Do 

William  l^arr, 

ya. 

Do 

Gregory  Grant, 

:urbret. 

Do 

KlchaMl  Tillman, 

IDK. 

Do 

John  W«'nd"Il, 

irgy. 

Do 

Ituiac  Truax. 

ry. 

Do 

B«'njam1n  Huberts, 

Do 

William  Hy.t, 

a  Eyck, 

Do 

David  Fon^la, 

iMboonti, 

Do 

Jonathan  Hilton, 
RolK-rr  Slator. 

Robert  Hilton, 
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David  Fonda^  Clerk 

Jonathan  Hilton,  Cooper 

Kobert  Hlator,  Ditto 

Robert  Hilton,  Ditto 

The  above  persons  being  employed  in  my  Department/theii 
servicr*  at  this  Juncture  is  of  such  importance  that  I  beg  your 
Honour  will  be  pleased  to  grant  them  Exemptions  from  Militaiy 
Duty.     I  am.  sir,  your  most  Obed't 

Jacob  Cuyler,  D.  C.  G.  Purchases, 
To  the  Hon'ble  (Jenl.  Ten  Broeck. 

Thr  al)«)ve  named  jiersons  are  hereby  excused  from  present 
tour  of  Duty,  and  only  so  long  as  they  shall  Kespertively  l»e 
actually  an<l  \(H'essarily  employed  in  the  public  service  and  no 
longer,     (liven  at  Albany  the  IGth  Oct'r  1779. 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck.  B.  G1.      i 


a 

aoth  Octo'r  ir>. 

Sir.  Kruiii*  irarsin.  William  V;iu  Wle.  Rlnclr  Van  Hoesfn,  and  John  Pruyn.  C»rp«=' 
ttTH  unil*r  Mr.  Iiraat  aro  urdt-rvd  nith  the  Militia  to  Join  the  mala  army.  As  tta«7  art 
Qiurh  wantfd  here  In  the  Public  Works  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  prant  them  Pemlf- 
Bitin  (o  n  main  hvro  for  itiat  Purpote.    I  am.  Sir.  your  hum.  Serv't  Mor'n  Levlt. 

liriK'r  <;fii|.  Ti-n  l(ro«'k. 

Tin-  wit  hi  II  iinnii'd  P«  rscins  for  the  Reasons  within  mentioned  are  Ezcu&ed  from  tke 
Tt.!ir  of  I»uty  ih«-y  nrt*  ordtred  upon  Provided  they  Continue  so  loof?  actually  Imployel    ' 
in  the  StTvice  of  tht-  Pub'.ic.  Ato'm  T»   Broeck  B.  GI.       ' 

&»lh  Orir  177i». 


21st  Ocir  1771. 

Sir.  Thi'  liijtnr  Williaiu  llyt-r  in  ordrrt^d  with  the  Militia  to  the  Highlanda  and  as  ht 
In  tho  only  KiHid  Sadli-r  wo  Lave  employed  in  public  Service  and  consequently  mock 
wniitrd  I  am  to  rniui  st  you  will  grant  him  Prrmlssion  to  remain  here.  I  am  Sir  yow 
humo  S. TT.  jlor'n  Lewis, 

lirlic'r  Trii  lirot^k. 

For  ihi>  KiMicoiis  within  niciitionrd  the  within  named  William  Hyer  Is  Exrus«4  frwB 
golnu  (hii*  rnsrnl  Tour  of  I»uiy  I*rovidtd  ho  Continues  in  the  within  Public  Serrjc*. 
Albany  IMM  (U fr  1771*.  A'bm  Ten  Broeck.  B.  G. 

Thi-M'  aie  to  (Vrtify  that  th»*  lUarer  Kirbard  Tillman  la  E>mployed  as  Super: nteadast 
hi*  eiiiitii).-:.t.il   Sh.»e  Fa.  tory  at  thiit   Place,  and  on  Acr't  of  the  Present   Dcoiasd 
u-rlng  or.  !:<«>  Mui>»ct-«i  C^in  r.ot  bo  spared  from  the  Factory  a«  the  Pvblic  mmt 
«quriu-««  Suffi-r.  JoLn  TiKmin.  Jun'r,  A.  C.  Hides  N.  De^artaest 

Octo'r  iwh  1775* 

Tllhin  uaniid  K!.  hiird  Tillni.ir.  for  th'^  Hoasona  within  mentioned  is  Birwetf 
tog  his  Pri'M  nt  Tour  of  Puty  Providtd  he  is  actually  A  CoDataatly  Enpleyetf 
Public  Srnlof  within  mirtion-d  Ab'm  Ten  Broeck.  B    G'L 

tttt  October  177d. 
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.  Pruyn,  Anthony  B.  Bradt,  William  Shepherd,  John  Van  Benthuysen.  Barent 
I,  Jacob's  Van  Sante.  Qerret  T.  Vlsscher,  Joseph  Taylor,  William  Carr,  Gregory 
rbe  above  persons  being  employed  in  my  Department,  there  Serylce  at  ibis 
is  of  such  Importance  that  I  beg  your  honour  will  be  pleased  to  grant  them 
>DS  from  Military  Duty.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  hum:  Servant  P.*  V.  Rensse- 
>lic  Store  Keeper, 
lon'ble  OenL  Ten  Broeck. 

ove  named  persons  are  hereby  excused  from  present  Tour  of  Duty  and  only  m 
tbey  aball  Respectively  be  actually  and  necessarily  employed  in  th«  publib 
ind   DO  longer.    Given  at  Albany  this  23d  Octo'r  1779. 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck  B.  Genl. 


may  Certify  that  Isaac  Truax  is  Employed  as  Clerk  in  my  Office  and  thro  my 

:tlon    has   the   chief  part  of  the    Business   committed  to  his  care,   for  which 

Judge  it  necessary  he  should  be  Exempted  from  Militia  duty  at  .this  Juncture. 

Dirck  Ten  Broeck,  C.  L.  O. 
tt  Ocfr  1779. 
e  Reasons  above  mentioned  I  do  Excuse  Isaac  Truax  from  his  Present  Tour  of 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck  B.  Genl. 
r  22d  Ocfr  1779. 
t  Concerns.  ^_^___ 

aist  Octo'r  1779. 
ifr.   John  Wendell  is  ordered  down  with  the  Militia  to  West  Point.    As  he  is 

in  public  Employ  as  Keeper  of  the  Stables  I  conceive  an  Impropriety  in  his 
rdered  down.  Request  you  will  give  the  necessary  Instructions  to  bis  Capt.  on 
ad.    I  am.  Sir,  your  very  hum'e  Serv't  Mor'n  Lewia 

Senl.  Ten  Broeck. 

r.  John  Wendell  is  Imployed  in  the  Service  of  the  Public  I  do  hereby  Excuse 
m  the  Present  Tour  of  Duty  on  which  be  is  ordered. 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck,  B.  Genl. 

ast  Oct*r  1779.  

2l8t  Ocfr  1779. 
fr.  John  Bogart  is  ordered  down  with  the  Militia  to  the  High  Lands  as  he  has 
omand  of  a  Sloop  in  ths  public  Service  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  permit  not 
D  tihls  Tour  of  Duty.    I  am.  Sir,  your  hum.  Serv.  Mor'n  Lewis, 

e&l.  Ten  Broek. 

e  within  named  Mr.  John  Bogart  is  already  Employed  In  the  Public  Service  I 
fcy  Excuse  him   from  the  Present  Tour  of  militia  Duty  Provided  he  Continues 

in  the  Service  in  which  he  is  now  Employed.  Ab'm  Ten  Broeck,  B.  G. 

Hsi  October  1779. 


lereby  certify  that  Benjamin  Egberts  is  now  and  has  been  better  than  two  years 
f  the  General  HospiUl  in  Albany.  M.  Treat.  Phy'n  Gen.,  N.  D. 

Nov'r  1st  1779. 
m  it  may  Concern. 


[No.  2G3G.] 
ictions  for  Philip  Pell,  Esqr.,  Commissary  of  State  Prisoners, 

bu  will  on  Rec't  of  these  Instructions  take  into  your  Charge  the  Prisoners  of 
xBg'g  to  this  state  as  well  those  on  Parole  as  those  in  close  Confinement,  a  List 
n  as  far  as  the  same  have  come  to  my  hands.  Is  herewith  delivered  to  you, 
'  with  such  Parbls  as  have  been  taken  and  memorandums  &  Papers  respecting 
sUoo  it  Circumstances  of  the  several  Prisoners. 

probable  4b  I  have  been  informed  that  there  are  other  Prisoners  taken  by  the 
to  difTt  parts  of  the  State  who  have  not  been  regularly  reported  to  me.  You 
^/cfore,  make  the  neceissary  ecquiry  &  make  such  Disposition  of  them  by  Coxi- 
er uking  their  Parola  as  to  you  may  appear  most  proper. 
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The  Enemy  have  endeavor'd  to  establish  a  Principle,  that  militia  OfflrefS  Ukct  it  ^ 
their  own  Houses  &  when  not  in  actual  Service  shall  be  considered  as  Prisooert  tak*  j 
in  actual  Service  ft  subject  to  be  exchanged  only  for  their  Offlcers  of  equal  Rsnl  tfi  i 
In  order  to  introduce  this  practice  they  have  in  some  Instances  proposed  to  |lTt  I* 
exchange  for  their  Militia  Officers  talccn  by  us  under  those  Circumstances  Offlcfn  ^ 
ours,  taken  by  them  in  actual  Service.  You  will,  therefore,  carefully  avoid  anr  TUiC 
In  the  Execution  of  your  Office  which  may  tend  to  establish  this  Principle  cqoilV 
Injurious  to  the  Interests  of  the  United  States  as  it  is  unjust.  In>  mak'g  EzcliSBpii 
therefore,  of  our  Citizens  who  may  be  captivated  when  not  in  actual  service  yw  vlll 
pay  no  other  regard  to  their  Rank  than  it  may  respect  their  Importance  in  PriviM  Ud 
as  Citizens. 

It  may  bo  necessary  for  you  to  endeavor  to  obtain  a  perfect  Knowledge  of  the  Citii«i 
of  this  State  who  are  now  Prisoners  with  the  Enemy:  from  the  memora!:dumi  vbkb 
you  will  find  among  the  Papers  now  delivered  &  by  making  the  proper  Enquiries  frtw 
such  Prisoners  as  have  been  lately  exchanged  ft  from  the  Militia  Offirf rs  of  ih-*  l^*«f 
parts  of  the  State  you  will  be  most  likely  to  obtain  a  com't  List  of  th^^m  fmiu  .Vba 
PIntnrd   P.  C. 

Among  the  Papirs  delivered  to  you  are  the  dlff't  Proposals  which  have  b^^'n  made  fat 
exchanges  of  Prisoners  with  the  Enemy  &  the  Objertlona  thereto.  Id  order  to  obTiiti 
those  Objections  &  to  accomplish  so  desimblo  a  PurpoRC  a»  the  exchance  of  our  pxM 
SubJ'-i  ti«,  you  ari"  authorized  to  agree  to  perfect  the  exchange  of  a:i  e  pul  number  o 
the  Citizens  of  this  State  who  are  out  on  Parole,  for  the  like  number,  of  •••i'  Prisocwi 
who  havo  bt-cn  permitted  to  go  within  the  Eremy'n  Linns  on  !^:.r.'-  v  ^ave  ro 
rrturnt'd.  A  List  of  their  names  &  their  respective  Parola  are  also  her.  vi'h  deli^iT*- 
to  you. 

You  will  ol»srrve  by  a  Paper  from  Com*y  Lorlng.  in  answer  to  or.''  f-orr:  Va.*or  I.'i«S 
that  hi*  obJtM'ts  tu  an  Exchar.g'*  of  Van  Schaack.  Matth'^ws  ft  other?  w]i  .  r.V.-re  to  it 
King  of  (Ireat  Britain,  on  Pretence  that  they  have  not  applied  to  l-.^  «>:  V  •  .'-4.  Tt:*! 
pi-rfions  Wire  all  in  aetual  Conflm  ni't  Inst  Summer  &  Mr.  Van  Sc>i;r  ^:  w.-s  p<r-.  :!t 
to  go  into  Nrw  York  for  the  Purpose  of  obtain'?:  their  Exchange:  on  M*-.  11:  r:ra  fc«*  7" 
tended  that  he  had  not  Influence  with  the  Kuemy  i  ven  to  effect  hi<?  nwn  K-*  ■  hare  t-' 
that  he  had  procured  thr*  onlarc- m«»nt  rf  our  C'tizens  who  were  In  r\f\^^  oricfl'-*::* 
in  111-'  prn\o-'t  (tn  Parole  In  rorsidrrntion  of  wlili'h  h.^  ft  his  fe'i'nv  Pr ■■=■■■:■• -<=  :- 
expn-iiM  nl  tilt'  llk«'  Iidulgr  nrr.  Tut  It  apno.irs  from  the  Te*tin'n- v  ■/  ■•-.■'  'r 
ri'speotaM-  (Mlzi  i:s  wyio  havo  bt^i-n  sin«e  released  as  well  as  frorr*.  •'■■^  .t*-\-  1'^:-^: 
t'ommi-s  y  Luri:  i:.  that  Mr.  Van  ?'h:i.ark  never  applied  for  the  y-:\.'«'-i-'  </  >..:::•" 
or  any  of  hi?  fi-llow  Prixwirrs.  nor  that  any  of  o!ir  ritizers  wfr.^  r  '■  .'..  ,\  'ro:;.  *.-' 
clo>i«- *t  I  TU'-l  «'iiiint,fni»  :,t.  Yr-.i  wlH.  t'jir^for..  » ;)n-.  Mr.  Van  ?*-:'«•'-,  ^-  -.';  ih-  •  ll 
Prisor.»Ts  ir.  like  ('lrr\ii!istnnr^4-s  nnw  ov  tli'ir  parnljj  in  the  Oni:'-'-  '^'  \  .*.t*.v  to 
co::rincd  ii:  the  (toal  of  tin-  County  if  (»rantr.-  nr.d  Fletcher  MatTh»v  ■.  \  "..'  r  ^  :'l  r. 
ron fined  in  the  Uoal  nf  Oranir*-  (.'"npty  K-.  \Vm.  Frans*^  now  on  par-  1  i*.  I'^  t  r  il'V.ir 
to  l»i-  riMiio\,d  ft  ro:;nrr.«i  I'l  tl'.  Oonl  rf  the  Tonrty  of  Albany.  .V  >?  ^.■•»  pm'.I  s*^  \t 
that  flii\v.  :»*  w»'ll  as  all  oth»r  rrl.'«-:  ■  r.«  whv-h  you  may  hav»-  :::  i"'.-;,-  --  r\\* 
ni'ar  as  isii'y  b.-  similar  Troatm't  i:.  i  vt-y  li. -piit.  with  that  ^hw-  •  .  .':•  '''t'-^Ds  « 
are  <ir  may  be  Prisor.rrs  wth  the  T'l.i  my  ft  from  Exporirrce  It  !-  '  ■.  '  that  ^^i 
Itidnlgeiii-e  on  our  Part  lias  only  ti':.<1(l  to  iM  p  ase  the  cruelty  ■:  rl.i  Tart  vf 
Enemy. 

Saml.  Hake  a  Prisoner  on  Parole  at  Kid  Hook  Is  to  be  removed  to  sot  .  ,^:hfr  f 
neighborhood  ft  the  limits  of  his  Parole  •oTitra'^ti^d  to  Two  tnlles  ?.vi:.- 

l^iBoners  taken  by  the  militia  when  in  tl^»=»  immediate  Service  of  »!'•■»  s»'tv^  are  by 
prea't  regulations  at  the  disposal  <if  the  State;  but  care  must  b^  tak» ::  ''mi  they 
exchanged  only  for  our  militia  tak«^n  In  arTn"*  ft  It  will  be  safest  o-j  the***  ri.'.-af'onf 
confer  with  the  rommiss'y  Gi^l.  of  Prl:«orf'rs.  le!»t  partial  Exchanees  '^f  t»r-  kind  ml 
Interfere  with  those  made  thro*  h-»  IVpa-tiront  or  afTord  Opportunlr  .>  f.-r  Impo«:t 
oil  tike  part  of  the  Enemy. 

Wright,  a  major  In  Col.  P^ter^'s  Corps,  ft  Capt  Peter  T»^n  nr^^k  ft  U( 
*^  of  Butler's  Hanpers  taken  by  the  militia  aro  now  P-i*n-..T«  under 
the  Commlss'rs  nf  Conspl:;i  ••"'*  at  Albany.  These  I  wnuld  hive  yoo 
lie  Beaty  Commlss'y  Genl.  of  Prls-^n^rs  with  my  Con^rnl  to  their  bi 
Ite  first  for  Major  Locan.  the  second  for  Capt.  Baldwin  (If  ho  has 
•EChanged  for  Capi.  MontKonierie  or  !H)me  other  Person >  who  waa  ta 
f*d  In  ITm.  for  Capt.  Humph n>y  taken  at  F^rt  Montgomerie.  ft  the  laft 
t0t  or  Hunter  of  the  militia  taken  at  Fort  Montgomerie.    By  the  f^ 
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lAllTered  you,  you  will  obsenre  that  there  are  several  PrlBoners  out  on  Parole.  If  yon 
ihould  have  Reason  to  believe  that  the  close  confining  of  any  of  them  would  tend  to 
ledlitate  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  you  are  to  do  it  without  waiting  my  further  orders. 
The  Exchange  of  Jno.  Cummings  for  Peter  Van  Tassel  is  to  be  perfected  agreable  to 
ny  Instructions  given  to  you  for  that  Purpose.  And  it  may  be  proper  to  notify  Oom- 
nlss'y  Loring  (by  Capt.  Hunter  who  is  to  conduct  this  Business)  of  your  appointm't  ft 
»  authorize  Capt.  Hunter  to  request  Permission  to  visit  our  Citizens  who  are  Prisoners 
w*h.  the  Enemy,  to  obtain  a  List  of  them  &  enquire  into  their  Circumstances,  that  you 
naj  in  some  measure  be  enabled  to  relieve  their  wants  &  also  to  receive  any  proposals 
Ckt>m  the  enemy  re^ect'g  their  Exchange.    I  am  &c.  [O.  C] 

Mov'r  1779. 


[No.  2637.] 
OtJier  Permits  Requested. 

[Nov.  1779.] 
S'r,  Please  to  get  Promition  of  his  Exelency  Govenor  Clinton  for  Agnes  Commons  ft 
two  Children,  the  famely  of  Patrick  Commons.  Sarah  Frost  &  two  Children  the  famely 
of  Jacob  Frost,  they  having  obtaind  Promition  from  the  Commanding  officer  at  New 
York  to  Com  In  with  ther  affects.    I  am,  S'r,  your  Most  Obied't 

John  Hyatt. 
To  Major  Joseph  Strang. 


[No.  2638.] 

Petition  from  Mary  Bohhit  and  Lois  Lester  for  Permission  to  Join 
Their  Husbands  on  Long  Island, 

[Nov.  1779.] 
May  it  Please  your  Excel encey.  We  the  Subscribers,  Beg  Leave  to  acquaint  you,  that 
we  are  Left  by  our  husbands  with  Familyes  of  small  children  and  almost  without  the 
Nessaries  of  Life;  having  Consumed  the  provisions  that  was  Left  us  and  without  money 
to  Purchase  any  against  the  Ensuing  wtnter.  without  fire  wood,  and  scant  of  Clothing, 
Beg  your  Excelencey's  Permission  to  go  to  Long  Island  and  carrey  with  us  our  familyes. 
with  the  Little  Provisions  and  clothing  we  are  possest  of,  where  our  Husbancls  my 
-aasist  us  in  Supporting  their  helpless  Children  or  Be  witnesses  of  their  Distress.  Plac- 
ing the  gratest  Confidence  in  your  E^celencies  generosity  In  giving  us  Permission  as 
sbove  we  are  with  Every  Sentement  of  Respect  your  Excelencey's  obedient  &  Humb. 
^•rrents  Mary  Bobblt,  Lois  Lester. 

•Bis  Excelency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  2639.] 

4  Proposition  That  General  SillUnan  Be  Exchanged  for  the  Tory 

Judge,  Jones. 

^Copy) 

It  is  proposed  and  consented  to  by  Captain  Isaac  Bonnel  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the 
*^r  refugees  (being  the  King's  Militia  Volunteers)  That  If  William  Peck,  Darling 
^lielpley,  and  Solomon  Ferris  (said  to  be  under  sentence  of  death  in  Litchfield  Goal) 
•^  Captain  Ellas  Olover,  also  said  to  be  in  irons  in  the  same  Goal,  are  released  and 
2^read  to  be  exchanged,  and  permitted  to  return  within  the  British  Linos.  Ephralm 
^**hBar,  Nathaniel  Palmer,  and  Bethel  Ferris  (now  prlson^ra  in  the  sugar  house)  and 
Mmham  Wright,  Captain  of  a  Whale-Boat.  shall  in  like  manner  be  released,  ex- 
^^cnged,  and  permitted  to  return  to  Connecticut. 

^^ntf  tt  is  further  consented  and  agreed,  that  in  case  the  above  proposed  exchange 
^^]»s  plaee,  that  then-  General  Silliman  shall  be  allowed  to  be  exchanged,  or  %o  ouV 
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upon  parole,  for  Judge  Jones,  and  that  the  aame  allowAnce  be  g\ 

man'A  ion  (being  a  Brigade  Major)  on  condition  that  Ifr.  WUlel 

LoR^-Island  with  Mr.  Jones,  and  John  Picket,  a  loyal  refugee  Dc 

b^  H.J lowed  to  be   exchanged   or  come  in  upon   pArole,  for  tha 

Siiluaan. 

]^e*  York  Novem'r  SGth  1779. 

1  do  hereby  certify  that  it  is  the  request  of  the  loyal  R«fagMi 
Commandant  would  give  orders  for  carrying  the  abOTe  propose 
mediate  execution. 

Wm.  Franklin,  Ckyrer 

The  foregoing  proposals  have  been  shewn  to  me.  and  I  fully  i 
wish  they  may  be  approved  of  by  his  Excellency  Governor  Tmmti 

Flat-Bush  December  Ist  1779. 


Head  Quarters 

Sir,  The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  of  the  exchanges  of  Ref 
posed  in  the  enclosed  paper,  and  allows  them  to  be  carried  into  < 
flag  of  truce,  or  by  a  special  one,  if  the  Commandant  chooses  it. 
bfl*  Sir.  your  most  Obedient  and  most  Humble  Servant. 

John  Andr 
A  True  Copy  Step.  S.  Adye,  Aid  de  Camp. 
Qov'r  FrankliD. 


[No.  2640.] 

The  Governor  Declines  to  Grant  a  Favor  to  Chi 

Assigns  Reasons. 

Peeks  Kill,  I 

Sir,  Mr.  Helding  lias  just  now  informed  Mr.  B 
i^lf,  thai  tlie  tliinjrs  broujjht  up  lately  by  a  flc 
at  Pouglikeepsey,  by  your  Excellencies  direction, 
who  had  any  goods  among  them,  must  apply  to  \ 
By  a  letter  handed  me  by  (ienrral  Huntington,  I 
have  sent  me  several  necessaries,  for  my  dis 
directed  to  tlu»  rare  of  the  <Jene'l.  1  shall  b< 
paragi-aft  of  my  brother's  Utter,  as  also  a  list 
»eiit,  that  your  Kxrelh'iny  may  see,  they  are 
family *t»  use,  and  without  whieh  1  fear  we  must 
been  a  long  time,  and  siill  am.  mueh  indisposet 
or  won M  have  waited  upon  yunr  Kxi*el!en(\v  niysi 

ftWe  to  do  it.  .Mr.  Panitl  i:irdsall  will  act  for  u 
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immediate  use,  will  justify  such  an  intercoone  with  the  Enei 

Because  it  is  Evident  that  if  every  individual  Bhoald  be  indvli 

{&  one  has  as  good  Bight  as  another)  in  supplying  his  Neceiu 

in  this  way,  a  dangerous  unlimited  Trade  with  the  Enemy 

be  immediately  established.    I  am  &c. 

B.  Benso 
Mr.  Chas.  Moore. 


[No.  2641.] 
ABUSES  OF  THE  FLAG. 

Waahington  Leaves  the  Determination  of  the  Bu9ine$8  to  Oov 

Clinton. 

Peekskill  Dec'r  2d  17 

Sir,  I  was  the  last  evening  honored  with  yours  of  the 

ultimo  pr.  Mr.  Belding.    I  am  very  sorry  that  your  Excel 

should  be  embarrass'd  with  the  persons  and  Effects  which  I 

came  from  New  York  in  the  Flag  without  your  previoua 

mission,  but  I  assure  you  we  were  exceedingly  so  here. 

the  first  arrival  of  the  flag  below  Verplank's  Point,  I  order' 

to  a  station  near  Tallers  Point,  from  which  the  movemei 

Brings  Ferry  could  not  be  observed  (and  this  I  have  establ 

as  a  standing  rule  for  all  flags  coming  up  by  water).    Up< 

amination  of  the  papers,  it  appear'd  that  part  of  the  fti 

and  efTecLH  only  had  jour  permiusion  to  be  sent  out.    My  * 

minatton  wus  to  take  out  these,  and  retain  the  others  on 

^  tlie  ttaj;^  bat  tuaitem  appear'd  so  intricate  that  it  was  impo 

'  make  a  proper  diaeriramatiou  of  the  Effects.    Upon  repr 

State  of  facta  to  lii»  Excellency,  Colonel  Tilghman 

Mi^MM  follows 

Tb  to  be  fto  mueh  difficulty  in  aBcertainin^ 

ll*  ntv  (   proper  tu  be  allowed  aa  Baggage  and  1 


I 
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^'tiuit  we  have  come  to  a  resolution  to  have  the  whole  sent  up 
'to  Governor  Clinton  and  let  him  determine." 
■^     The  whole  was  accordingly  sent  up,  and  the  flag  ordered  back. 
Since  the  foregoing,  one  Gabriel  Briggs  came  up  with  a  flag 
for  his  family,  and  the  family  of  one  Joshua  Curry.    Upon  en- 
quiry I  found  that  neither  of  them  had  obtaind  your  permission 
to  go  in.     I,  therefore,  informed  Mr.  Briggs  that  the  families 
coald  not  depart  untill  your  permission  was  obtained,  when 
every  thing  in  my  power  should  be  done  to  forward  them,  but 
18  it  would  take  up  five  or  Six  days  to  have  the  matter  settled 
(and  being  suspicious  that  he  came  up  to  make  observations) 
1  mformed  him  that  it  was  inexpedient  for  the  flag  to  wait. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  your  Excellency's  opinion  respecting 
articles  being  brought  out  from  the  Enemy  so  fully  corresponds 
with  my  own.  I  have  lately  admonish 'd  the  oflBcers  of  the  army 
here  to  avoid  such  practices,  and  fiave  informed  them  that  the 
Hret  I  find  culpable  shall  be  arrested  &  brought  to  trial.  I  pray 
yon  be  assured  that  my  sole  aim  respecting  these  matters  is 
itrictly  to  further  and  execute  your  intentions  as  far  as  I  know 
them.  The  cases  of  Messrs.  B.  Sands  and  Cummings'  familys 
dial]  be  duly  attended  to;  having  wrote  your  Excellency  the  30th 
nltimo  partly  oh  the  same  Subject,  I  will  not  add  more  than 
that  with  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the 

IwMior  to  be  your  Excellency's  Most  obed.  Serv't 

^y.  Heath 
fi«  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  2642.] 

PROMISES  TO  COOPERATE  WITH  HEATH.' 

Oavemor  Clinton  Writes  of  Beacons,  Signals  and  the  "PsrHltti 
Practice  *'  of  Abusing  Flag  Privileges. 

Pokeepsie  2d  Dec'r'ffn 

Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  30th  Ultimo. 
I  have  the  fullest  Confidence  in  vour  Exertions  to  promote 
Common  Interest  &  in  your  best  Endeavours  to  promote 
Peace  &  Welfare  of  this  State  in  particular,  I  am  peculi 
happy  in  your  Appointment  to  the  Command  of  this  Dep 
ment,  &  you  may  rest  assured  that  Influenced  by  principle 
personal  Esteem  &  Friendship  as  well  as  by  a  Regard  to 
public  Service,  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  Part  to  rei 
your  Situation  agreable  &  your  Command  Honorable. 

If  the  Plan  for  Conventional  Signals  as  agreed  to  last  ^i 
mer  has  been  fully  carried  into  Execution,  it  will  in  my  Oppi 
answer  the  Purpose  of  alarming  the  Country,  &  expedite 
calling  in  of  the  Militia  on  a  sudden  Emergency  as  well  as 
other  which  can  be  fixed  on.     On  this  Side  of  the  River  a  Be; 
is  erected  on  the  Fish  Kill  Mountain  &  an  Alarm  iiun  i^ 
at  this  Place,  from  whence  the  Beacon  is  vissible.      Ano 
Gun  was  to  have  been  placed  about  1(5  Miles  west  of  this, 
for  want  of  a  Tiuard  it  has  not  been  done.     On  the  East 
of  the  River  it  was  agr(»ed  that  a   Beacon  was  to  have 
erectrd   i»n  tlu*   hi^^li   Point  of   Butter  Hill,  &  an   Alarm 
plariMl    «in    a    11  ill    in    LittU*    liritain    railed    MuUender's 
rilHT  tlM'sc  have  vwv  Immii  «tr<Mtrd  I  am  not  able  t«»  in 
tts  I  was  not  rliar;:fMl  uitii  ilit-iii.     Vtm  will  n*adily  jm-h- 
hat  as  thr  Alaiiii  i>  t<»  •  onihirurf  from  the  Beacons,  it 
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peculiar  Situation  of  that  part  of  the  Country  to  prohibit  thea 
from  carrying  down  I'rovission  for  their  immediate  Subsifltanee. 
I  mean  such  Fainillies  as  can  produce  indisputable  Evidence  rf 
their  attachm't  to  our  Cause  &  who  on  the  Approach  of  tbe 
Enemy  last  Summer  fled  from  their  Habitations  &  are  now  le- 
tumed,  but  I  am  clearly  of  Oppinion  that  none  other  ooght  t» 
be  permitted  to  take  down  the  least  Article  &  the  greatest 

Care  ought  to  be  taken  to  prevent  Supplies  of  any  kind  goiDf . 

* 

through  this  Channel  to  the  Enemy. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  I  shall  always  be  happy  to  hear  froa 

you  &  particularly  obliged  to  you  for  the  earliest  intelligence 

which  you  so  kindly  promise  to  communicate,  &  to  repeat  hit 

Assurances  of  every  Aid  which  it  shall  be  in  my  Power  to  afford 

you  during  your  Command.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  !»  Sir,  Ac 

[Q.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Heath.] 


[No.  2643.] 

MASSACHUSETTS  AND  THE  VERMONT  DISPUTE. 

Importance  of  the  Controversy  to  the  Former  Which  Would  Ham 
Preferred  to  Defer  the  Matter  Until  the  Restoration  of  Peace 

State  of  Massachusetts  Bay.     Council  Chamber  Dec'r  2d  1779. 

Sir,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  two  letters  from  the 
President  of  Conjrress  in  a  late  recess  of  the  Gen.  Assemblj 
of  this  State  dated  the  M  of  October  &  the  24  of  Sep'r  &  en- 
closing certain  acts  of  Conjxress*  rt»lative  to  a  district  of  country 
called  the  New  Hampshire  Orants.  The  Assembly  is  now  sit- 
^-  the  said  letters  &  ]»apers  have  been  laid  before  them, 
tlement  of  the  controversies   which  have  arisen   with 
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their  affairs  will  admit  of;  being  soUicitous  to  take  eTet7>l4'  * 
which  may  be  necessary  on  their  part  for  the  promotiliK  4 
justice  among  the  parties  in  this  controversy  as  well  u  M  ^ 
peace  and  welfare  of  the  United  States  in  General.    I  am  Ac 

Jer.  Powell,  President 

(Copy) 


[No.  2644.] 

Escape  of  All  Prisoners  from  Oaol,  Renders  the  Holding  of  Cowi 

Unnecessary. 

Poughkeepsie,  Dec'r  2d  1779. 

Sir,  A  few  Evenings  ago  Six  of  the  Prisoners,  including  all 

those  against  whom  was  substantial  Evidence  capital  Crime% 

escaped  from  the  Goal  in  this  Place,  in  consequence  of  which 

I  conceived,  that  it  would  [be]   unnecessary  to  bold  a  Court 

in  this  County  at  this  Time,  and  as  I  was  unacquainted  witk 

the  usual  mode  of  countermanding  the  Precept,  I  have  with 

the  Opinion  of  Judge  Piatt  &  the  Atty.  Genl.,  directed  the 

Sherif  by  Letter  to  withold  summoning  his  Jurors  until  your 

further  Direction.     If  he  receives  no  further  Directions  from 

you  the  Precept  will  of  course  die  in  his  Hands.     1  am  &c. 

G.  C. 
The  hon.  Rich*d  Morris,  Esqr. 


[No.  2645.] 
TROOPS  EK.HT  DAYS  WITHOUT  BREAD. 
General  Heath  Fvars  Mutintf — The  Governor  Charges  the  Fami^ 
to  Dromjht,     Ht  rnnnisis  His  Assistance  to  Improve  the  SM 
lion. 

ntailquartf.Ms  Peeks  Kill  l>ec'r  3d  1TT». 
Bir,  1  was  this  mornin;:  honored  with  yours  of  yesterday. 
g  your  Exr.  Ih'iiry  tt.  arf*|,i  my  most  hearty  thanks  for  v^i 
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If  in  any  way  you  can  afford  immediate  relief,  let  me  repeit: 
my  earnest  entreaty  for  it.  W.  E. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Pokeepaie  4th  Dec'r  1779. 
Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  Honored  with  your  Letter  of  yeitw- 
day.    It  gives  me  great  concern  to  hear  of  the  Distresses  you  ei- ' 
perience  for  the  Want  of  Flour  especially  as  from  the  Accouutf 
I  have  been  able  to  obtain  of  our  Resources  in  that  Article^ 
there  is  but  too  little  Reason  to  hope  for  a  Relief  as  sudden 
as  the  present  Exigency  seems  to  require.     I  am  well  informed 
that  the  Commissarys  have  a  considerable  Quantity  of  WTieat 
on  Hand,  indeed  I  know  this  must  be  the  Case,  as  the  Legii- 
lature  authorized  the  Impress  of  one  Eighth  of  all  the  whelt 
the  Farmers  throughout  the  State  had  to  spare,  after  leaTinf 
a  Competent  supply  for  their  respective  Famillios,  which  has 
bi^eu  Carried  into  Execution,  since  which  a  new  Law  passn! 
authorizing  a  Second  Impress  of  a  like  Proportion.    But  the 
extraordinary  &  uncommon  Drought  which  has  prevailed  tbfje 
two  or  three  Months  past,  has  I  believe  put  it  out  of  the  Power 
of  the  Commissaries  to  have  any  considerable  Part  of  it  made 
into  Flour.     If  I  am  rightly  informed,  in  most   parts  of  the 
Country  the  Mills  can  do  little  more  than  grind  for  the  ordiuarT 
consumption  of  the  Inhabitants.     I  shoud  hold  myself  Justifi- 
able to  convene  the  legislature  immediately  on  so  pressing  an 
Occassion.  if  there  was  the  most  distant  prospect  of  their  beinf 
able  to  rtMieve  your  present  Necessities,  but  this  is  not  \hi 
Case.    The  only  Thing  which  remains  [to]  be  done  is  to  pre* 
the  different  Commissaries  to  exert  themselves  in  having  th 
Wheat  on  Hand,  (which  I  [am]  sensible  will  give  a  coDflide 
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ible  Supply)  made  into  Flour  &  brought  to  the  Army  &  I  will 

•hearfuUy   employ   all   the   Influence  &  authority  to  have  it 

fflfected  by  writing  to  the  Commissaries  on  the  Subject;  will 

^nt  to  the  Quarter  Masters  warrants  for  a  Genl.,  Impress  of 

Teams  to  expedite  the  bring'  in  the  Flour.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Heath.] 


[No.  2646.] 
Mrs.  Van  Buren  Asks  Permission  to  Join  Her  Husband  in  New  York. 

To  His  ExceUency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  General 
ind  Commander  in  chief  of  all  the  Militia  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same.  The 
Petition  of  Annatie  Van  Beuren,  of  Schodack  in  the  County  of  Albany,  Most  humbly 
Bbeweth,  That  Marte  Van  Beuren,  your  Petitioner's  husband,  was  in  August  1778  under 
HBction  of  an  act  of  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  this  State  removed  from  Schodack 
to  New  York  by  the  Commissioners  for  Conspiracies  &ca.,  and  where  he  has  ever  since 
been. 

That,  however,  long  and  painful  this  separation  has  been  to  your  Petitioner,  she  has 
■ot  been  without  flattering  hopes  that  something  would  have  been  done  to  mitigate 
the  severity  of  the  act  under  which  her  said  husband  is  so  severely  Punished  and  has, 
therefore,  hitherto,  forborne  to  trouble  your  E>xcellency  for  permission  to  go  down  to 
Mew  York  still  hoping  his  return;  but  as  that  much  wished  for  period  seems  now  at  a 
great  distance,  and  as  the  means  of  supporting  herself  and  child  is  become  difficult  to 
an  extreme  she  is  impelled  by  every  motive  of  self  preservation,  however  irksome  and 
disagreeable  in  other  respects,  to  fall  upon  means  to  get  herself  under  the  protection 
of  her  husband.     She,   therefore,  resorts  to  your  Elxcellency. 

Praying  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased,  in  your  goodness,  to  grant  her,  by  the 
return  of  the  bearer  hereof,  a  pass  to  go  down  to  New  York  with  her  infant  and  such 
Ler^saries  as  will  load  two  or  three  Slays  or  such  other  comfort  or  relief  as  in  your 
wisdom  shall  seem  adequate  to  the  necessities  of  the  Petitioner. 

And  your  Petitioner  will  ever  pray  &c.  Annatie  Van  Buren. 

&bcdack  December  the  4th,  1779. 


[No.  2647.] 

Governor  Clinton  Urges  Promptness  in  Supplying  the  Troops  With 

Flour. 

*Poiighkeepsie,  4  DeeemT  1779. 

Sir;  I  am  just  now  informed,  bv  Express  from  General  Heathy 

that  the  army  has  been  in  want  of  flour  for  several  days  past. 

For  gome  time,  the  scanty  supply  of  water  to  the  mills,  must 

bave  prevented  the  pjettinfc  of  such  quantities,  as  were  requisite 

The  identity  of  the  officer  to  whom  Governor  Clinton  addressed  this  communication, 
li  Bet  dIacloMd.— State  Historian. 
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to  answer  the  purpose  of  a  proper  supply,  but,  this  caiu 
scarcity  being  now  in  some  measure  removed,  I  hope  a  t 
ciency  is,  nearly,  if  not  already  got  ready  for  the  army, 
condition  of  the  troops  at  present,  will  render  it  pnnecei 
for  me  to  press  you  to  every  exertion  in  your  power  to  pn 
them  immediate  relief.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  yon 
earliest  information  of  their  disagreeable  situation,  at  the 
time,  I  mean  not  to  ascribe  such  a  want  of  flour  to  any  in) 
tion  on  your  part,  but  to  the  unavoidable  impediment  above 
you  will  now  endeavour  to  prevent  in  its  disagreeable  e) 
The  supply  of  the  posts  in  the  Highlands  must  alone  app< 
you  in  so  important  a  light  as  to  admit  of  no  loss  of 
And  that  it  may  appear  we  are  doing  every  thing  in  our  ] 
to  relieve  the  present  distress,  it  is  my  request  that  a 
coHeet  the  flour,  you  may  forward  it  in  the  smallest  quan 
As  I  have  not  time  to  write  to  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  Van 
you  will  be  pleased  to  send  them  a  copy  of  this. 


[No.  '2MS.] 

Mr$.  Uuyvk^s  Ptiition  to  Obtain  Important  Papers  Left  i 
York  by  Ucr  Dcvcasvd  Husband. 

To  His  KjmlUuiy  i;totKo  riluioi:.  Esuuire.  Gov«.ruor  of  ibe  Slate  of  Nt 
Gcuc:ul  and  CouiuiandtT  hi  chief  of  all  tbe  Militia  and  Admiral  of  tbe  Na« 
tauu'.  Tlu*  IVtitioii  of  Gorrittio  liuyrk.  Widow  of  the  late  Andrica  llui-ck,  1 
Humbly  Showttb.  That  her  late  husband  wa».  with  a  number  of  other  pcrsor. 
Mocth  of  AuKuat  ITTS  »vnt  to  Now  York  by  the  Coniniiti9!oni>ni  fur  hitvtt 
•piractva.  uik>u  a  oharyo  of  tioulrality  li;  the  presoiit  troubles;  that  the*  |>aii:  au 
your  Petitioner  suffired  ia  partir.g  with  her  hu^band  has  betn  asaumilated  ( 
UuuplK^r table  mauuer  by  hid  Pcuih.  which  haMH.::i^  lu  the  Month  off  Aug 
thai  uuder  the  ar.xtety  and  trv>ublo  your  IVtitioner'a  husband  was  in.  whe 
determined  that  hi  was  to  N<  »<  pcraivd  troui  bis  family,  he  took  the  rcsolutiou 
Inc  with  him  several  iMi^er^.  at  rre»er.i  of  couse«iue&ce  to  the  Survivors  of  hi 
and  other  eScvu. 

Your  relitio::er  a:.\:ju>  lo  I:a*e  iLo*-.   ar:  ^Ics  (comprised  in  one  Cheet  aLd 

of  Beddi::(E>  here  e;:trtat«  of  your  Kxccl'.iu  >   to  grant  her  leave  to  write  to  > 

*li?r  peru;:»»io:'.  to  suffer  ii:e  Chis:  a:  d  lUJJ.::*:    b-.fore  mentioned,  to  come  out 

r    de<Heue>  *    yerx.s^oL    fcr    iLtiu    Ltre    or    any    other    relief   that    ma; 

»t*  and  cevessary  i:;  the  i'recils*e«. 

^ur  l^tlUouec  will  ew:   Trjij  Gerrttle 
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[No.  2649.1 
On  the  Lookout  for  HuddlestoUy  a  Dangerous  Chnracter. 

Poughkeepsie,  Dec'r  4th  1779. 
Sir,  A  certain  Isaac  Huddleston,  of  the  Nine  Partners  in  this 
County  was  ab't  18  months  ago  indicted  for  murder  &  other 
attrocious  offences  &  there  is  no  Doubt  of  his  Guilt.  He  left 
the  Country  &  went  over  to  the  Enemy;  all  his  Connections  ad 
well  as  himself  are  notoriously  disaffected.  I  have  lately  had 
Intimation,  in  such  manner  as  to  induce  me  to  credit  it,  that 
he  is  returned  from  the  Enemy  &  inlisted  in  our  Army,  it  is 
•generally  believed  in  Sheldon's  or  Armangs*  Corps.  The  bearer 
Mr.  Mott  (who  is  personally  acquainted  with  him)  is  now  pri- 
vately sent  down  by  the  Commiss'rs  for  detect'g  Conspiracies 
to  endeavor  to  detect  &  have  him  apprehended.  I  have,  there- 
fore, to  request  of  you  to  give  him  every  necess'y  assistance. 
It  is  submitted  to  you,  Sir,  to  determine  the  most  eligible  Plan 
for  effecting  a  Discovery.  The  Commiss'rs  have  had  some  Con- 
versation with  Mr.  Mott  on  the  subject  which  he  will  disclose 
to  you.  If  Uuddlestou  should  be  discovered,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary, as  he  is  a  desperate  villain  that  he  be  immediately  ap- 
prehended &  safely  secured.     I  am  &c. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
The  hun'ble  Major  (lonl.  Heath. 

•Charles  Trefln,  Marquis  dc  la  Rouaire.  who  was  known  as  Charles  Armand.  Colonel 
of  the  Third  Cavalry  Legion.— State  Historian. 

Last  night  [November  8th  177yj  Colonel  Armand.' with  one  hundred  infantry  and 
about  thirty  horse,  marched  down  as  far  as  William's,  within  four  miles  of  Kings 
Bridge,  near  New  York,  where  he  posted  his  infantry  to  cover  his  retreat,  and  with 
twenty  dragoons  pushed  for  Major  Uearmore's  quarters,  at  Alderman  Liggetfs,  three 
miles  below  William's  Bridge;  where  he  arrived  about  nine  o'clock,  took  Major  Bear- 
more  and  five  other  prisoners,  a  number  of  horses  and  saddles,  and  returned  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  man;  although  Colonel  Wurm.  with  a  body  of  eight  hundred  Ger- 
Immnsj  lay  on  the  north  side  of  King's  Bridge,  and  might  have  interrupted  his  retreat 
at  William's  by  marching  less  than  two  miles.  This  enterprise  not  only  reflects  great 
honor  <m  Colonel  Armand.  but  renders  the  State  most  essential  service  by  suppressing 
the  exertions  of  one  of  their  most  active  partisan  ofllcers,  whose  uniform  endeavor  has 
heen  to  distress  and  Injure  the  inhabitants  of  this  country.— A'ew  York  Journal, 
Norember  15.  / 

2G 
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[No.  2650.] 

iah  Mitchell  Asks  to  Have  the  Wife  of  One  of  His  Clerks  Bm 
from  New  York. 

Newbursh  Dec'br  4tb  r 

3ir,  The  bearer  Joseph  Bowne  A  2  Children  A  E^ffects  one  of  my  Clerki,  a  Bd 
om  Long  Island  being  desirous  to  have  his  Wife  and  two  Children  out  of  Xtv 
hero  they  now  reside.  I  shou'd  esteem  It  a  Particular  favour  If  you  woud  be  p 
>  afford  him  your  assistance.    I  am.  Sir,  your  Most  Obed't  Humb'e  Scnr't 

Uriah  Mttek 


[No.  2651.] 
The  Town  Officers  of  Frederickshnrgh  Make  a  Request  in  BeM^ 
Charles  ThealVs  Wife. 

The  Subscribers  being  acquainted  with  the  State  of  the  Family  of  Charlei  TI 
Late  of  Dutchess  and  now  with  the  Enemy  Truly  Certify  that  as  the  Woman  by  re 
of  Bodily  Infirmity  Is  Capable  of  Contributing  very  Little  to  the  Support  of  Hsr  Ft 
of  Children.  Which  are  young  and  Numerous,  and  being  nearly  Destitute  of  the  d< 
saries  of  Life,  she  must  with  Her  Family  soon  Become  Chargeable  to  the  Public  ni 
Removed  to  Her  Husband. 

Witness 

ThonuM  Baldwin,  Justice  of  ye  Peace,  Joveph  Oheesman.    John  Field.  MiC 
Paterson.  J.  P.    Thcod's  Van  Wyck,  C.  S. 
Fradricksburgh  Decem'r  €th  1779. 
To  all  Whom  it  may  Concern. 


[No.  2652.] 
Mrs.  Lockwood  Wishes  to  Join  Her  Husband  in  Xew  York 

The  wife  of  Solomon  Lockwood.  late  of  Dutchess  county  and  now  with  the 
being  urgent  to  obtain  Permision  to  Remove  with  her  famely  from  the  place 
present  Residence,  to  New  York. 

We  the  subecrlbers  do  hereby  certifle  that  as  the  wife  of  the  said  Lorkv 
already  live  small  children  and  •  •  •  •  destitute  of  the  Means  of  their  bu\ 
for  any  considerable  space  of  time  we  are  of  opinion  that  her  Removal  to  .V 
will  be  very  generally  approved  of  by  the  people. 

Thomas  Baldwin.  Justice  of  ye  Peace.  Wll'm  Mott.  John  Field 
Peterson.  Justice  of  ye  peace.  Theod's  Van  Wyck  C 
VkvdeHcksbnrgh  December  6th  1779. 
To  whom  It  may  concern. 


[No.  265:^.] 
Peter  R.  Ludlow's  Parole. 

York  ss.    I  Peter  R.   Ludlow  having  Permission  from  hif 

jl  to  proceed  to  New  York  on  my  way  to  the  Island  of  Ja? 

io  pledge  my  Word  of  Honor  that  I  will  not  do  or  say  any  Tl 

flt  Of  the  United  SUtes  of  America  unless  I  shall  be  duely  c 

Al  Bank.    Given  under  my  Hand  this  6th  Day  of  Deer  17T9 

Peter  Hoi 
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[No.  2654.] 
■^  Morris    to   Oovemor   Clinton   in  Regard   to    the   Escaped 

Prisoners,. 

Dec'r  6th  1779. 

^  Sir,  I  was  favoured  with  yours  .of  2d  Inst,  yesterday  and 

Q  Sorry  to  hear  that  such  a  parcell  of  Villains  have  Escaped 

^and  of  Justice  for  the  present.    I  make  no  Doubt,  if  they 

sne  their  former  way  of  Life,  we  may  Soon  meet  them  again; 

^y  Change  their  profes'n  and  the  Country  thereby  Relieved 

n  be  pleased  the  Trouble  is  Saved.    I  am  much  Obliged  by 

rders  to  the  Sheriff.    I  think  it  is  the  properest  counter- 

at  Could  be  sent  him;  perhaps  I  may  see  you  before  you 

» for  A  IKo 

^uany.    i  am  not  Certain  and,  therefore,  beg  youl  do  us 

^J*  to  make  our  house  one  of  your  stages  in  your  way  to 

banv  if  xr 

*  >    1  iJirs.  Clinton  and  the  children  are  of  the  party  it  must 

Hotrxe  tr\ 

^oj*  a  few  Days.    Our  best  Respects  to  Mrs.  Clinton  &c, 

J.  ^th  great  Respect  and  Real  Esteem,  D'r  (Tov'r,  your 

'^^  Bum.  Serv't 
^-  ^^inton  ^^^^  Morris. 


^  [No.  2655.] 

^-^fir^lL,   AND  ERASER'S  REQUEST  DENIED. 
^^h.     Uses  Plain  and  Forcible  Language  in  Declaring 
Sis  Attitude  Toward  Them, 
J  Poughkeepsie  DecY  6th  1779. 

^^eot:^^    by  his   Excellency,  Gov'r  Clinton,   to  ac- 
^  i^ec^t;  of  your  Letter  of  the  16th  Ulto.  and  to  re- 
^^'^^XTnination  not  to  suffer  your  Ladies&  the  wife 
-■  ^^,ve  the  Country  until  the  Proposals  made  by 
^-^^^^^^ciod  to  on  the  Part  of  the  Governor,  for  ex- 


^•c^ 


-^^bell  &  the  other  unfortunate  Women  who  fell. 
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iuto  his  Hands  at  Cherry  A''alley  &  are  now  hte  Pmoners,  are 
accomplished;  and  his  Excellency  is  persuaded  that  whesk  fo« 
compare  the  diff't  Situations  of  those  women  who  when  made 
Prisoners  were  treated  with  more  than  savage  barbarity  &  (or 
upwards  of  a  year  paset  have  experienced  the.  most  disagreabk 
Captivity,  w'th  that  of  your  Ladies  who  continue  to  live  on- 
molested  at  their  usual  Habitation®,  &  that  the  Detention  of  the 
Latter  is  to  release  the  former,  you  will  be  convinced  that  in 
the  Denial  of  your  present  Request,  he  is  influenced  not  only  by 
common  Justice  &  and  the  Duty  he  owes  to  the  Public,  but  by 
the  Principles  of  Humanity.  And  I  am  authorized  to  assure 
you,  that  as  soon  as  Mrs.  Campbell  &  the  other  women  are  liber- 
ated, &  proper  assurances  given  that  this  barbarous  &  unmanly 
System  of  warfare  will  be  no  longer  practised,  not  only  your 
Ladies  but  such  others  as  may  have  Husbands  within  the  Britifib 
Lines  will  most  readily  be  permitted  to  go  in  to  them.    I  am  &o 

Robt.  BensoD. 
AlU»n  McDonell,  Hugh  Fraser,  Esqrs.,  at  New  York. 


[No.  2656.] 

Major  John  Small  Wntea  to  the  Governor  in  the  Interest  of  Mrs. 
Maclhnell  and  Mrs.  Fraser. 

Sir,  1  would  hopes  the  (Mrrumstance,  of  our  having  been  for 
nierly  known  lo  t*aili  othtM*;  may  apologize  for  the  LibiTt>  1 
tako,  of  addressing  a  L(»tt(»r  lo  you:  Es|K*cially  a^  that  I^^avo  - 
taken,  from  a  motive.  1  iannot  allow  myself  to  SuiH>se  will  olTf-n-" 
>ou. 

»eving   mifoitunates,  and  atTonling  protection  to  help^--^ 
^  Children,  has  liu  all  ages,  &  Circumstances,  in  evf^\ 
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Civiliz'd,&  polish 'd  State,)  been  the  glory  of  human  Nature,  &  the 
pride  of  great  &  good  men;  with  the  humblest  ambition,  of  imi- 
tating exalted  worth;  I  presume  applying  to  you,  Sir,  with  earnest 
hopes,  I  shall  soon  have  to  acknowledge  an  obligation;  and  of 
Congratulating  myself  in  hazarding  to  become  the  Importunate, 
&  (I  hope)  the  Successful]  advocate,  for  the  Relief,  or  exchange^ 
of  two  Ladies  (Mrs.  Macdonell  at  Skenectady,  &  Mrs.  Praser,  at 
Houssack,  County  of  Albany,)  with  their  Children,  their  female 
Servante,  and  Baggage. 

An  opportune  Conveyance  for  these  Ladies;  offers  itself,  ini 
accompanying  Mr.  Cuming;  whom  you  have  had  the  goodness,  to 
Indulge  with  a  permission  to  Return  hither  with  his  Family. 

The  distressful  Situation,  of  the  unfortunate  persons  I  intereet 
myself  for  (By  a  Long  and  painful  Seperation  from  their  hus- 
bands, &  benefit  of  the  tendernesfi  flowing  from  their  nearest 
Conections,)  being  unconected  with,  (altho'  causd  by)  the  present 
unhappy  war,  apears  to  me,  a  call,  (I  fondly  flatter  myself)  your 
humane  Feellings  will  not  be  deaf  to;  And  in  anxious  ex- 
pectation, of  a  favorable  answer  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  all 
due  respect,  Sir^  your  most  obed't  &  most  humble  Servant 

John  Small. 
New  York  Dec'r  7th  1779. 

[ToG.  C]  

[No.  2657.] 

Colonel  Van  Schaick  Assists  Thomas  Bently,  Who  Reports  Having 
Escaped  from  the  Enemy  in  Canada, 

Albany,  December  7th  1779. 

Sir;  The  bearer  Thomas  Bently  came  to  this  Town  a  few  days 

ago,  and  Informs  me  that  he  has  lately  made  his  Escape  from 

the  Enemy  in  Canada. 
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That  your  PetltioDera  are  credibly  Informed,  that  Meears.  Robert  Watti  and  John 
Oothout.  two  of  the  Executors  In  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  their  said  late  Grand- 
father, are  possessed  of  Considerable  suma  of  Money  belonging  to  the  Estate,  and  that 
there  is  a  probability  of  getting  monies  and  other  Necessaries  from  them  if  permission 
•ean  be  obtained  here  to  have  them  come  up. 

That  your  Petitioners  would  absolutely  be  in  want  of  the  Necessaries  of  life,  if  it 
was  not  for  the  present  Supply  they  owe  to  the  Friendship  of  some  of  their  relationa 
•and  the  prospect  of  relief  from  the  EJxecutors  above  Mentioned. 

For  these  Cogent  reasons  your  Petitioners  flatter  themselves  your  Excellency  will  ba 
Induced  to  grant  a  Permit  for  the  money  and  other  articles  Set  down  in  a  memorandum 
that  will  be  shewn  herewith  so  that  they  may  be  relieved,  as  Speedily  as  possibly, 
from  their  Multiplied  distresses  and  impending  ruin  tlhey  are  Threatned  with  and  your 
Patltioners  will  as  in  duty  bound  ever  Pray. 

Alida  Fargie,  Ann  Fargle,  Elizabeth  Fargie.* 
iCInderhook  9th'  December,  1779. 


[No.  2660.] 

William    Floyd    Indicates    the    Disinclination    of    Congress    to 
Compensate  New  York. 

Philadelphia  24  (?)  Decemiber  1779. 

S'r,  Inclosed  is  a  bond  for  the  Delivery  of  Peter  Praer  to  the 
Commifisioneris  at  Poughkeepsie  and  also  a  Resolye  of  Oongrefis 
which  will  Lay  a  foundation  for  the  Doing  of  Justice  to  Such 
States  as  may  by  their  attention  to  the  pubMck  Good^  furnish 
the  army  with  necessaries  at  Reasonable  Rates.f 

Congress  are  very  Sensible  of  the  Exertions,  I  may  Say  the 
Extraordinary  Exertions  of  our  State,  and  they  will  and  the  mem- 
bers do  Say,  many  Clever  things  of  our  State;  But  When  we  talk 
of  Ck)mi)en8ation  for  the  Sacrifices  that  has  been  made  by  the 
[etate]  already,  then  they  Incline  to  be  Sdlent,  So  that  .tho'  it 
is  Just  a  Compensation  Should  be  made,  yet  I  am  fearful  whether 

•See  Volume  IV.  page  441. 

fDecember  14,  1779,  Congress  adopted  the  following  resoilution,  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted by  the  committee  on  supplies: 

'•Whereas  the  aid  of  the  sevoral  states  is  necessary  in  furnishing  provisions  for  the 
army,  and  other  supplies  for  carrying  on  the  war;  and  Justice  requires  that  they  be 
called  upon  to  furnish  their  respective  quotas  at  equitable  prices: 

Resolved,  That  all  the  states  shall  be  called  upon  to  furnish  their  quotas  of  such  sup- 
plies as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  wanted  for  carrying  on  the  war;  and  in  making 
the  requisitions,  due  care  shall  be  taken  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  several  states; 
and  the  articles  by  them  respectively  furnished  shall  be  credited  towards  their  quotas 
of  the  monies  which  they  are  called  upon  to  raise  for  the  United  States,  at  equal  prices 
for  articles  of  the  same  kind  and  quality,  and  for  others  in  due  proportion;  and  the 
accounts  shall  be  finally  compared  and  adjusted  so  as  to  do  equity  to  all  the  states." 
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we  Shall  be  Ever  able  to  obtain  it.    From  the  present  temper] 

and  disposition  of  the  members  in  general  towards  Neii^Yoi^J 

think  it  will  be  a  very  favourable  time  to  bring  on  the  Boiii 

of  Vermont;  from  what  I  can  discover  they  will  b^  I^U^II 

do  us  Justice. 

I  must  Refer  you  to  the  papers  herein  Enclosed  for  the  J^in^ 

which  I  believe  Contain  all  of  any  Consequence  that  ijb  PiMi^ 

here.     From,  S'r^  your  mo^^t  obed't  humble  Serv't 

Wm.  Flovd^ 

P.  S.     By  the  postscript  to  one  of  the  newsjjapers,  you  will  See 
that  Paul  Jones*  is  fi^htin^  them  on  the  Coast  of  England  as 
by  their  own  paper**. 
[To  G.  C] 


*We  continue  to  insult  the  coasts  of  these  lorda  of  thv  utnn  with  our  lltU* 
A  small  cutter,  which  was  fitted  out  as  a  privateer  at  Dunkirk,  called  the  Black  PrtaMi 
has  taken,  ransomed,  hurnt.  and  destroyed  about  thirty  sail  of  their  rcsaeU  vitkh 
these  three  months.  The  owners  arc  about  to  give  her  a  coDsort,  caUed  the  BliA 
Princess,  for  which  they  ask  a  commisHion.  The  prisoners  brought  in  serve  to  exchanfi 
our  countrymen,  which  makes  mc  more  willing  to  encourage  such  armameot*.  thonife 
ibcy  of'caslon  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  Captain,  now  Commodore,  Jones  put  to  isa  (Mi 
suijim«-r  with  a  little  squadron  consisting  of  a  ship  of  forty  guns,  the  AlUanff,  inotbtf 
frigatf  of  twenty,  with  some  armed  cutters,  all  under  American  colors,  with  Congrrti 
commisiiion&.  He  has  neiil  in  several  prizes,  has  greatly  alarmed  the  coast  of  IrcS^I 
and  Srotland,  and  we  Just  now  hear  that,  going  north  about,  he  fell  in  with  a  numb«r 
of  bhips  from  the  Haltic,  convoyed  by  a  fifty-gun  ship  and  a  twenty-four-gun  Incite, 
both  of  which  he  took,  aftf-r  uii  obstinate  engagement,  and  forced  set'cral  of  the  otbtrt 
afchore.  ThiK  news  is  bclirvcd.  but  we  wait  the  confirmation  and  the  parti-.uUr*  -^ 
Franklin  to  John  Jny,  undn-  ilntr  Pnssy,  Ovtobrr  i,  lTt9. 

From  I*a^^«y.  October  17.  ITTy.  Franklin  wrote  to  the  Honorable  the  Commi?»ioc»:r*  ol 
the  Navy  for  the  KaMern  Depaitrar-nt.  Boston: 

Tho  cruisi'  of  our  little   Aincrican   sciuadron.    under  command  of  Commodnne  i^uy 

li.t^nded   partly   to   intercept   thi    Paltir   trade,    has   had   some   succesa.    (hough   not  til 

that   was   hoped   for.     The    cojhis    of    Hritnin   and    Ireland   have   been    greatly   a1a:ui«d. 

apprthrnding  dosrcnts.  it  being  supposed  that  he  had  land  forces  with  him.    Thl#  has 

put  th*-  enemy  to  much  expense  in  marching  troops  from  place  to  place.    Several  vjtla- 

ablf   prizes   have  b'tn    made   of   m*  rehant-ships.    particularly    two:   one  from    LoMtua. 

three  hundred  tons  and  eighty-four  men.  with  twenty-two  guns,  laden  with  naTsl  starts 

for  Uuibec;  tile  other  fnmi  Llv.  rpool  bound  to  New  York  and  Jamaica,  of  tweniy-two 

KUii}<  at.d  eiKhty-!-4'Vcn  men.  lail<  n  with  provi.>^ion8  and  bale  goods.    There  two  are  Mf^ly 

arrived  nt  Uergen.  in  Norway;  two  smaller  prizes  are  arrived  in  France,  and  a  uuiut>rr 

of  eollier<  have  bun   burrit   or  raiis<'tn(d.     The  Baltic  fleet  was  met  with,  and  the  two 

min-of-war  wh(t  roi.voyid  thoin.   \i/..  the  Sirnitin.  a  new  ship  of  forty-four  gur.s.  «ftd 

the  Count* KM  uf  Sr.irlniiuuijh.  of  twi  :.ty  mii:'^.  are  taken,  after  a  long  and  bloody  engwce- 

ari    t>ntu>:lit  :.ito  th«    T*  x<  I      But  th«  nii  nhaiit-ships  escaped  during  thv  euo* 

tich  the    Mii.ithi    aii<]  om    of  tli>-  oth<;r  ships  an-  blamed,  whether  jufttir  or 

Imiuit'i]  iiii't     nur  rcniri.eiloi •  s  -h\\>  wa>  so  shattered  that  she  tould  :.«»( 

L,  nti<)  *}m-  pt'i]  |.    (••  i' L'  .1,1  !.kk«  11  o\it  'if  her.  she  sank  the  st  cor.d  day  alter 

PiM     T!i<     ■••-♦    'f    111"    ^■:;;. ■.!:.:.    :ir.    refitting   In    the    Ttxel.    from    wfc:.*h 
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[No.  2661.] 

r^ Robinson  Advises  That  the  Pears  Families  be  Permitted  to  Go 
to  New  York. 

1»  fixcellency  the  Governor  of  Jthe  State  of  New  York. 
',  Hie  wife  of  Samuel  Pears  and  the  wife  of  Caleb  Pears  in 
leighbourwhood  are  desireous  of  going  over  the  Lines  to  their 
^ands  with  their  Families.  Samuel  Pears'  wife  has  four 
Iren,  all  Daughters,  the  oldest  11  years  the  youngest  5 
hs  old,  and  Caleb  Pears'  wife  has  2  Children,  1  Son  &  1 
;hter,  the  Daughter  5  years  old  the  Son  6  weeks  old. 
e  Curcomstancies  of  these  Families  are  both  Such,  that  it 
)ught  by  the  Neighburs  that  they  must  soon  be  a  Charge  to 
^recrnet  if  they  are  not  allowed  to  go  away;  therefore,  I 
:  it  would  be  best  for  your  Excellency  to  give  them  a  pass 
?w  York.     Your  Humb.  Serv't 

Ebenezer  Robinson,  Major, 
ricksburgh  Decembr  10  1770. 


[No.  2662.] 
i7  to  Calop  Green  to  Bring  Hi^  Wife  and  Family  to  Morrisania, 

Head  Quarters, 
rmission  is  hereby  granted  to  Calop  Green  to  bring  within 
Jnes  his  Wife  &  three  Children  &  to  res^ide  in  Morisauia. 
ren  at  Morris  House  this  1()  Dec.  1779. 

C.  Nesbitt,  A.  D.  C. 


I  place  they  will  be  obliged  scon  to  depart  with  their  prizes  and  prisoners,  near 
undred.  I  wish  they  may  arrive  safe  in  France,  for  I  suppose  the  Ecglish  will 
or  to  intercept  them.  Joces*  biavery  and  conduct  in  the  action  has  gained  him 
konor. 


m 
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[No.  2663.] 

PetmissUm  Grunted  to  William  RighV^  Famtn^  to  Oo 

BHHsh  Lines. 

Purmition  m  giving  to  William  Right    Famaly 

mited  to  Come  within  our  LIdb. 

[Isaac]  Hatfield, 

MDrrifiinea,  Benj'a  Archer  Houfi,  Dec>  10th  1779, 


[No,  26640 

John  Cruder  A$kB  PermisHon  to  Send  to  New  York  for 

for  Bis  Familf. 

Kinderbook  Dec.  11 

S'r,     Afl  I  am  almoBt  destitute  of  all  manner  of  Nee 

the  use  of  my  famelj,  as  well  as  of  Cloathing  for  our 

Servants  to  bring  us  trough  the  winter,  Shall,  thereJ 

as  a  very  particular  favor  if  jour  Excell-y  will  be  So 

Indulge  me  with  your  Lieve,  to  S^nd   clown    to  New 
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[No.  2665.] 

John  Tilhfian  of  the  Hide  Department  Complains  to  Governor 

Clinton  of  Major  HetfieWs  lU-Umge. 

Albany  Dec'm  ye  11th  1779. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency;  Indepted  to  yonr  Interpositiout 
for  my  Remaining  in  my  office  after  major  Hetfield's  order  for 
my  Leaving  it,  I  Conceived  myself  Secure  from  further  Truble,. 
But  I  had  Scarcely  returned  to  Albany  when  I  Recived  a  letter 
from  Corn  Scamell,  Adjutant  genl.  ordering  me  under  an  arrest 
&  I  immediately  Set  out  for  West  Point  and  waited  upon  him, — 
he  referred  me  to  Maj'r  Stagg  Deputy  Judge  advocate,  who  in- 
formed me  they  had  no  witness  to  Support  the  Charges  against 
me,  and  that  I  might  go  home  till  further  orders.  Soon  after 
my  return  home,  major  Hetfield  acquainted  by  letter,  that  he- 
had  Displaced  me  &  appointed  maj'r  Hitchcock  (a  Connecticut 
man,  by  Trade  a  taylor)  in  my  Stead — a  f ue  Days  after  a  mr. 
Stanburrougb,  belonging  to  the  Hide  Department  arrived  here 
with  Hitchcock,  and  major  Hetfield's  orders  Superceeding  me, 
&  Directing  Hitchcock  to  take  the  oflice.  Harrased  &  fatigued 
by  their  Repeated  applications,  &  Ignerant  how  to  act,  I  have 
(as  I  was  appointed  by  major  Hetlield)  given  over  a  part  of 
the  Department  to  mr.  Hitchcock,  retaining  Some  things  in  my 
hand  till  a  Settlement  Shall  be  made,  or  I  reinstated. 

Mr.  Stanburrou^h  informs  me,  that  the  Prosecution  on  the 
arrest  is  8topi)ed,  which  Clearly  Shews  that  this  Step  was  meant 
merely  as  a  Device  to  force  me  out  of  the  office,  or  to  take  the 
Superintenancy  of  the  Department  from  me  without  the  most 
Distant  intention  of  bringing  me  to  Trial — for  Crimes  which  I 
hope  Exists  nowhere  but  in  the  Depraved  Imagination  of  my 
Accusers. 
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1  Trust  to  the  wonted  Clemency  &  Justice  of  your  Excellency 
for  a  Second  Interferrence  with  Maj'r  Hetfleld — unhapply  at 
the  Same  Time  for  the  Truble  I  give — beg  with  the  utmost 
Deference,  Gratitude  &  Respect  your  Excellency's  most  ob^ient 
Humble  Serv't  John  Tillman,  Ben'r. 

I^te  I).  C.  Hides  northern  Department 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 

P.  S.  I  am  ready  &  willing  to  have  an  Inquiry  into  my  Con- 
duct. But  as  I  have  always  acted  in  the  northern  Department, 
I  Conceive  my  Tryal  Sho'd  be  here,  where  the  Fullest  proof  Can 
be  obtained,  &  where  I  Shall  have  it  most  in  my  power  to  Sup- 
port my  Innocence. 

N.  B.    The  reason  of  my  Keeping  the  ready  Tanu'd  &  Curritnl 
Leather  in  my  possession,  is  not  only  to  have  some  secunt; 
of  my  setlement,  But  ame  sure  it  is  saved  for  the  public.  B' 
had  I  send  it  according  to  mr.  Stanborroughs'  request,  as  ma 
Hetfleld  ordered  to  New  Windsor,  I  do  not  know  weither 
public  would  be  Benifited  by  it.     I  Trust  as  I  acted  io 
northern  Department  my  acc'ts  may  be  a  justed  here  by 
three  gentlemen  appointed  by  Congress.    1  am  requesti 
-  ♦'^  Hew  WindMr,  where  they  (Hetfleld  &  Stanbur 
^ •  — ^  don  th«.  tent  of  their  assist' 
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[No.  2666.] 

INJUSTICE  TO  CAPTAIN  BALLARD. 

f  Felony  for  Arresting  Tories  and  Confiscating.  Their 
>€rtt^ — Washington  Submits  the  Matter  to  Clinton. 

Head  Quarters  Monis  Town  Decem'r  IStb  1779. 
tie  honor  to  incloee  your  Excellency  sundry  papers  recelired  from  Major 
Ing  the  effects  of  certain  disaffected  persons  taken  and  sold  on  the  fron- 
percelre  he  is  in  danger  of  heing  prosecuted  for  felony.  There  appears 
ce  of  the  papers  to  have  been  anything  blameable  in  Major  Ballard's  con- 
ly  acted  in  obedience  to  his  orders  on  which  niust  be  charged  whatever 
^re  may  have  been  in  the  affair.  As  the  good  of  the  serrice  sometimes 
to  be  done  in  the  military  line,  which  cannot  be  supported  by  the  civil 
>ns  of  this  kind  may  discourage  officers  from  the  discharge  of  theic  duty. 
!ore,  to  be  wished  they  could  be  prevented:  except  where  .there  are  ap- 
;)pre8sion  or  fraud.  Nothing  of  this  offers  itself  in  Major  Ballard's  repre- 
igh  it  is  difficult  to  judge  without  hearing  the  other  parties.  I  take  the 
er.  of  troubling  your  Excellency  with  the  affair,  that  unless  you  haVe 
ire  there  has  been  a  spirit  of  plunder  in  the  transaction,  you  may  hAve 
o  interpose  your  influence  for  preventing  the  intended  prosecutions. 
is  the  more  practicable  I  have  directed  the  money  which  arose  on  the 
be  deposited  with  Lieut.  Col.  Whiting  to  be  paid  to.  your  ExcelleBcy's 
on  inquiry  any  of  the  officers  seem  to  have  been  actuated  by  Improper 
them  to  suffer  the  penalty  of  the  law,  and  shall  be  ready  to  promote 
e  for  doing  justice  to  those  who  have  been  injured.  With  every  sentiment 
regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obe't  servant 

Go.  Washington. 
T  Gov'r  Clinton. 


John  Stark's  Orders  to  Ballard. 

Albany  23d  June  1773. 

ire  to  proceed  with  the  party  under  your  Command  to  Cohnewagga  there 

that  place  as  you  shall  with  the  Advice  of  your  and  the  other  Officers)  in 

'  Shall  Judge  most  Convenient  to   Defend  &  Stop  the   progress  of   Brant 

Commidant).    Nevertheless   you   are  not  to   begin  an   Engagement  but   to 

Militia  from  this  Quarter  to  make  the  first  Attact  and  you  to  support  t;hcm 

think  most  Proper. 

»!ild  find  that  Brant  has  Crossed  the  Mohawk  River  on  his  way  to  Crown 

0  then  Return  with  the  Detatchment. 

«  a  Happy  and  Successful  Voyage  I  am  Jobn  Starks,  B.  G. 

II*m  H.  Ballard. 


Stark  Orders  Radical  Measures. 

Albany  4th  July  1778. 

r  KecelTed  yours  of  the  first  Inst.,  and  Concerning  thoes  Dlsafected  per- 

wlU  not  come  within  the  Lines  and  Swallow  the  oaths  of  Alllgence  with 

»*.  you  must  take  the  Trouble  to  Bring  them  in  &  on  your  Utmost  Eu- 

wiifs   becoming  Such   Villains)    to   make   them   after   Season    Valuable 

MJ  Qnlra  of  Paper  by  the  Bearer;  the  Ammunition  you  write  for,  shall 
■■'W^f©  Opportunity.  I  shall  make  Inquiry  about  the  Salt  Provisions 
y'^*^  they  Shall  be  Sent  to  you.  The  Militia  from  Berkshire  County 
•W  but  you   are  to  Stay  till  further  Orders.    I  am.  Sir.  your  Humble 

John   Starks. 
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be  ibonid  die;  be  was  bro't  to  the  2d  Lake  ft  Brant  Ask'd  (him  If  be  would 
e  ft  Drive  Cattle  for  blm  to  Yunadilla;  he  according  set  out  about  to  days 
>roye  them  as  far  as  the  Butternuts  where  b«  stay'd  until!  he  was  taken  by 
lard;  he  Denys  that  he  was  with  Brant  at  Springfield  but  says  that  yong 
as  their. 

g  Scuylar,  Being  Examin'd  acknowledge  he  was  at  Springfield  ft  says  that 
:ed  him  to  go  with  him;  and  says  that  Brant  had  120  men  with  him  ft  says 
Wm.  Tunaclif  say  that  Brant  took  him  ft  let  him  go  again  on  his  Saying  he 

go  to  his  Father;  says  he  saw  them  talking  togather  ft  that  Brant  Immi- 
smiss't  Him. 

«ph  Lull,  being  Examin'd  says  that  he  Lived  at  the  Butternuts,  and  heard 
Mallard's  Scout  some  time  before  he  got  their,  ft  Brant  told  him  that  Ballard 
nder  him  as  he  had  Set  the  E«xample,  and  says  he  was  sworn  to  bo  true  to 
ge.  a  Twelve  month  ago  By  E^r.  Brooks,  who  told  him  if  he  Did  not  sware 
I>eliver  him  to  the  saviges.  and  Says  that  he  Heard  that  Brant  ft  Butler  was 
toon  against  Cherry  Valley;  he  thinks  they  have  no  Gannon,  and  Says  that 
naclif  was  at  the  Butternuts  lately. 

enez'r  Knap,  being  Examin'd  says  he  was  obligued  to  sware  alliglance  to 
-ge  about  a  year  ago,  ft  says  he  Never  saw  Brant;  that  the  Enlmy  watf  fre- 

Elisha  Marshes  (one  of  the  prisoners)  says  he  heard  some  of  the  Continentals 
ning  and  that  they  hid  part  of  their  Effects  for  fear  the  whiga  would  take 
8  he  Heard  Mr.  Wells  one  of  the  Inhabatants  of  Cherry  Valley  was  a  great 
the  king  ft  that  he  saw  William  Tunaclif  at  the  Butternuts,  who  Reported 
lousand  of  the  British  forces  was  Coming  up  the  North  River,  ft  that  Car, 
ell  ft  Esqr.  Brooks  (one  of  the  Prisoners)  where  the  Persons  that  ObIidg6d 
ire  allegiance  to  the  king. 

rthan  Lull.  Being  E^xamin'd  says,  he  was  Sworn  to  be  True  to  king  George 
r  &  Camell  &  E«qr.  Brooks  was  the  Parsons  that  Oblidgued  him  to  Sware 
ij  Disarm'd  James  Mar  ft  made  him  Prisoner  because  he  would  not  Swear, 
sha  Marsh  was  with  the  party  that  swear  blm;  he  further  saitb  that  Ephralm 
iohn   Shelden  were  of  Brant  party  to  Springfield  &  that  the  Enimy  was  fre- 

Ellirtia  Marsh. 

m  Brook,  Being  Examin'd  says  he  Never  swore  allegiance  to  the  King  and 
Wm.  Tunaclif  was  lately  at  the  Butternuts. 

5.  Mar,  wife  of  James  Mar.  Being  Examin'd  Saith  Hir  husband  was  taken 
ind  Carry'd  to  one  CJar's  &  kept  a  prisoner  9  weeks,  she  further  saith  she 
im  Tunaclif  at  the  Butternuts  lately  with  the  Two  Painted  Tories,  viz.  Marsh 
,  ft  that  he  was  arm'd. 

sha  Marsh.  Being  Examin'd  saith  he  assisted  in  Taking  James  Mar  prisoner, 
arms  from  him  and  Likewise  acknowledges  the  EJnimy  frequented  his  own 
>te;  their  were  4  of  the  Cows  that  Brant  took  at  Springfield  found  in  said 
asture. 

hn  Bullock,  Being  Examin'd  Says  he  Never  took  the  Oath  of  allegiance  to 
tho  he  acknowledges  he  assisted  in  Compelling  his  Neighbours  to  do  it;  he 

when   Brant's  party  Came  to  the  Butternuts  on  their  way  to  Springfield  he 

Surprized  Supposing  them  to  be  of  the  Onida  Tribe. 

?nj.  Lull,  Being  Examin'd  Saith  that  Car,  Bullock.  Brook  &  others  Ck)mpeird 
tee  the  Oath  of  allegiance  to  ye  King,  by  telling  him  if  he  did  not  they  would 
n  to  the  Savages;  further  Saith  that  Epbream  Marsh  was  one  of  Brant's  party 
leld;  that  he  heard  that  Capt.  Ballard  with  a  Scout,  was  Coming  to  the  But- 
rhich   Caused  him  to  hide  part  of  his  Effects  For  fear  of  having  them  Plun- 

miam  Tunaclif,  being  Examin'd  Saith  that  he  was  made  Presoner  by  Brant, 
him  half  a  hour  ft  then  Dlssmiss'd  him  on  his  telling  him  he  wanted  to  go 
ther's;  Says  he  was  at  the  Butternuts  &  Confesses  he  was  prmed  ft  was  in 
with  Ephralm  Marsh  &  one  more  at  the  Salt  Lake,  ft  Saith  that  Brant  with 
was  at  his  Father's  when  going  &  when  he  Return'd  from  Springfield. 
:hard  Brook  was  brot  on  Examination  But  Denyes  all  the  charge  against  him 
ContemB  Nothing. 

in  Tunaclif,  Being  Examin'd  says  he  could  not  move  in  on  account  of  his 
[«  saw  Brant  Last  week  at  his  House  with  some  prisoners  be  had  taken;  he 
t  was  at  bis  house  on  his  way  to  Springfield  when  that  place  was  Disstroy'd 
e  Rctum'd  and  he  Supply'd  him  with  provision.  • 
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r  VHS  Court  of  Inquiry  Calx.ed  bt  Order  of  Colonbl  Alj>en. 

of  Enquiery  held  in  the  Garrison  at  Cherry  Valley,  Sept.  10th  1778,  Bf 
1  Ald^,  Esqr.,  Colo.  Comm't  to  Inquire  Into  the  State  of  the  BiCrects  of 
osed  to  be  Inimical  to  the  United  States  of  Amlrica  and  Brot  into  this 
be  Several  Scouts. 

Present.    Members. 
Vill'm  SUcy,  MaJ.  Daniel  Whiting, 

tarent  SUats,  Will'm  Hlckllng  Clark. 

wcribers,  being  appointed  a  Court  of  Inquiry  by  the  Colo.  Comma't.  for 
fcbove  Mentioned.  Did  attend  and  Examine  the  Evidences  whose  affactavtts 
tied,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  Horses,  Cattle,  Sheep,  and  other  Effects, 
f  Capt.  Will'm  Ballard  and  his  Party,  Supposed  to  be  the  Property  of 
ire  inimical  to  the  United  States,  be  Exspoeed  Public  auction,  after  Notice 

and  Place,  and  that  the  Sums  that  arise  By  the  States  be  Deposited  In 
the  ComnMdent.  untlll  he  Shall  obtain  Instmctiona  from  athorlty  or  to 
nent  Diaspose  of  the  Same. 

Lieut  Colo..  Barent  StaaU,  Lt.  Colo.,  Daniel  Wliiting,  Maj'r,  Wlirm 
rk. 


TcsTiifONT  Adduced  Before  the  Court. 

Sept  10th  1778  Charry  Valley, 
pson.  sworn' Deposeth.  that  the  Sheep  where  Brought  from  Tunnecliffts 
ttle  but  Cannot  assertaln  the  Number;  likewise  that  Cattle  and  horses 
rem  Several  Parsons  living  at  the  Butternuts;  also  Some  Cattle,  number 
h  one  horse,  was  Taken  from  a  place  Called  the  Oska;  all  the  above 
cp.  Cattle,  and  horses  were  Exposed  to  be  Taken  by  the  Enemy  at  any. 

or  near  the  Rout  the  Indians  taken  In  Passing  from  their  Country  to 
ina  Rtver,  Wheh*  the  Enemy  are  Collecting. 

^y  Sworn,  Deposeth  that  he  went  on  a  Scout  with  Chipt.  Ballard,  and 
ttle  from  Mr.  Marsh  at  the  Buttemutts.  also  a  Number  of  Cattle  from 
Persons  in  that  Settlement;  then  proceeded  on  our  Returns  and  Took  one 
.  Brooks;  then  Proceeded  to  Mr.  Johnson's  and  took  Some  horses  and 
Went  to  Mr.  Tunneclifft's  &  took  some  horses  with  Neat  Cattle  &  43 
rent  to  the  Oaks  and  Brought  off  a  fue  Cattle  from  which  last  Place  we 
e  garrison. 

sworn  Deposeth,  that  he  went  with  Capt  Ballard  on  a  Scout,  that  they 
)uttemuts  and  there  he  was  ordered  to  Receive  the  Cattle  &c.  Collected 
of  one  Mt.  Clough;  then  Proceeded  to  Mr.  Brooke's  from  thence  to  Mr. 
re  he  Collected  some  Cattle;  then  went  to  Mr.  Tunnecllfft'a  and  took  a 
>r8es.  Cattle,  and  42  sheep;  then  Returned  to  garrison;  Further  Saitb 
emuts  are  Distant  about  40  mils  and  that  Mr.  Tunnerclifft's  Is  26  miles; 
being  the  Rout  the  Enimy  frenquented,  and  from  whence  they  could 
if  at  any  time;  further  saith  that  some  of  the  Cattle  belonged  to  the 
as  in  Charge  of  the  two  men  Painted  Like  Indians,  Which  they  Brought 

tol.  sworn  Deposeth,  that  he  went  with  Capt.  Ballard  on  a  Scout:  that 
nuts  40  miles  Distant,  that  he  went  to  Mr.  Sam.  Knop's  and  Collected 
nd  then  went  to  Knap's  Brothers;  he  there  got  some  more;  (Likewise  at 
got  some  then  went  to  one  Johnson's  and  Collected  a  Number)  from 
3n  his  Rttum  to  TunneclifTt's.  &  Collected  the  last  Percel  and  Returned 
hat  the  Cattle  Lay  Exposed  to  be  Drove  off  by  the  Enemy  at  any  time. 


ersonally  appeared  Christopher  Pearson.  Late  Inhabitant  of  the  Butter- 
ing duly  sworn  Deposeth  &  Saitb  that  John  Bullock,  Persupher  Carr, 
t  belonging  to  the  Settelment  aforesaid,  did  in  the  summer  of  1777  freely 
Supply  Capt.  Brant  with  a  Quantity  of  Cheese  for  the  use  of  the  king's 
Cheese  they  Said  Bullock,  Oarr  &  Gamett  Carried  to  Yunnedellia  the 
her  saith  that  about  three  weeks  after  that  a  Party  of  toriea  Consistins 
en  Commanded  by  one  McDonald's,  Came  to  the  Butternuts.  &  the 
d's  came  to  the  Deponaut's  house  &  asked  him  where  he  Could  get 
bis  party;   the   Deponant   told    him   he   thot   he   mig^t  at    Benj.    Lull's. 

27 
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McDonald  accordingly  sent  &  got  a  Quantity  of  ObeoM  wlch  IfcDoiMid  ww 
Deponent's  liouae.  one  Richard  Brooks  one  of  him  majegty's  JvattoM  apeaSei 
longing  to  the  Buttemuti  did  Ck>me  to  the  deponeni'e  hoiae  4b  addrefd  Ubi 
Said  McDonald,  telling  him  that  the  deponent  was  a  Damd  wlcg  A  that 
wanted  supply*  of  Provision  for  his  troope,  he.  Brooks,  had  It  In  hta  poi 
waa  Ready  to  supply  him;  the  deponent  further  Said,  that  lie,  the  Said  Bnoki 
supply  him  and  his  men  with  as  Much  ProTision  as  they  wanted;  the  Deponaat  ft 
said  the  Beglning  of  Last  May,  one  Oapt.  Young  with  a  Party  of  Tortee  Came  i 
Butternuts  in  Order  to  Purchase  Provision  for  the  use  of  the  kios'e  tnwps.  A  tl 
his.  the  S'd  Young  making  application  to  the  Inhabitants,  that  dne  Jobnaon,  Si 
Brooks,  Jno.  Bullock.  BcnJ.  Lull  &  Robert  Qamett  A  Wm.  Homle.  all  BetonglBff ' 
afore  S'd  Butternuts,  did  Immeditly  provide  a  No.  of  horn  Cattel,  ds  Piro«lBlo& 
they  Vollcntarily  Deliverd  to  the  S'd  Young  for  the  use  of  aforeeaJd;  that  Joha 
son  &  Benjamin  Lull  had  frequently  Sent  Supply  to  Tumedella  tof  the  use  c 
King's  Troops;  the  Deponent  further  Salth  that  John  Johnson,  one  Bullock.  Rl 
Brooks  &  Benjamin  Lull  has  Continually  Keept  up  a  Correepondance  with  Brt 
that  the  Whole  of  theem  was  down  to  Tumedella  Last  summer;  the  deponent  fi 
Salth  that  a  No.  of  the  Inhabitants  Desired  Capt.  Brant  who  was  at  the  Butu 
Last  August  &  Burnt  James  Marr  &  EfTects  who  they  said  was  a  rebel. 

Wm.  Johnson.  Justice  Pe 
Swore  before  me  at  Cherry  Valley,  this  day  of  Nov'r  1778. 
A  True  Copy. 

Palenton  March  26th  : 

Qeorge   Canotts  declareth  upon   oath,    that  when  he   waa  Prtsnor  with   Brant 

summer  at  Old   Mr.  Turneclift's,    that  the  Said  Tumeclift  Suplied  all   Brant's 

with  Provision  Freely,  and  that  Brant  Made  a  Bargin  with  Tumeclift  for  three 

for  thirty  Six  Pound,  and  gave  Said  Tumeclift  a  wrighting  under  his  hands  for  t 

and  that  a  Servant  Lad  of  Turaeclift's  told  Said  Canotts  that  his  Master  had  Let 

have  five  Hundred  weight  of  Cheese,  and  ten  or  twelve  Cows,  but  a  Uttel  befor 

time,  and  tL&t  the  Said  Tumeclift's  Son  waa  at  his  Liberty  when  he  aaw  him 

A  wore  the  Same  Tocken  on  his  Hat  that  Brant's  own  Men  wore,  wlch  was  a  Pei 

yellow  Lace  and  farther  Sayth  not 

I  his 

George  X  Can' 
mark 
Swore  before  me  the  day  above  Mentioned. 

Peter  S.  Deggert  JusUce.       

Captain  Bai-lard  Appeals  to  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

West  Point  26th  Nov. 
Honoured  Sir.  I  would  beg  Leave  to  Lay  before  you  the  Ordera  I  Receive 
sundry  papers  Belonging  to  a  scout  I  Commanded,  be  a  Party  of  the  Late  Col.  j 
Regt..  on  the  Frontiers  of  the  State  of  N.  York,  where  I  Brought  in  Sundry  Prl 
togather  with  there  Efftcts,  which  agrfable  to  my  Orders  the  BlfecU  was  i 
Vendue  and  the  money  is  now  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Colo.  Whiting  ur.tl 
Excellenry's  Pleasure  be  known.  The  Prisoners  I  Brought  was  deliverd  to  ihf 
missloner!*  to  detect  tratirous  Conspirators  against  the  States  at  Albany,  and  b; 
Sat  at  Liberty,  and  now  Prosecuting  me  on  a  Charge  of  felony  for  Removini 
and  there  EfTects  by  which  moans.  I  Cannot  go  to  Albany  with  Safety.  Th: 
would  bt»g  your  Exrolloncy  would  Take  the  matter  into  Consideration  nrd  -*vi 
you  think  Proper.  Enclosed  are  my  Orders  and  the  Papers.  I  am  with  tt 
SensibK-  Veneration  your  most  Obediant  &  most  Humble  ser't 

Wm.  Hudson  Ballard.  Capt.  7th   Mos^ 
Hia  Exrellcncy  Gonl.  Wushinplon. 

[No.  2007.] 
Afrs.  Van  Alstifn€  Anxiou.^  to  Join  Ilcr  IlushaniJ  in  Xctc  Y* 

To  Hl.s  ExceMem  y  r^  orpe  Clinton  ?:squlro  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
&  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Militia.  &  Admiral  of  the  Navey  of  the  aan 
Petition  of  Alida  Van  Alstyr.e.  \VV!e  ot  Peter  Van  Alstyne  BMiuire  Humbly  ? 
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Pctttioner's  huitMuid  before  be  quitted  tbis  State  absconded  in  the  woods  for 
able  time  for  personal  Safety. 

line  no  prospect  of  a  reconciliation  with  bis  prejudiced  Neighbors  he  was 
1  br  tbe  Tenr  disagreeable  situation  be  was  in  to  seek  refuge  &  protection 

Tliat  under  bis  embarrassments  be  was  included  in  the  €k>nYention  of 
k  db  from  thence  in  pursuit  of  a  Urelehood  he  preceded  to  Canada  his  ez- 
ot  twins  answered  he  removed  to  New  York,  where  he  was  November  and 
ir  Petitioner  Conceives  be  now  is.  That  your  Petitioner's  husband  having 
ite  her  &  advising  her  to  make  application  for  leave  for  her  &  her  Children 
m  to  him — ^Tbis  invitation  togeather  with  her  inability  of  supporting  herself 
'  owing    to   tbe  sequestration   of   her  Husband's  Estate  has  Induced  her  to 

to  go  down  as  soon  as  possible  to  New  York.  Your  Petitioner,  therefore, 
raya  that  your  Excelency  will  be  pleased,  by  the  return  of  Mr.  John  E.  Van 
grant  her  the  necessary  Pasports  for  her  removal  with  her  three  Children, 
nothes  AotL.  in  three  Slays.  Aliaday  Vanalstlne. 

9k  13th  December  1779. 


Tan  Alstyne,  with  three  Children,  Bedding.  2  Chests,  1  Trunk,  2  bbls.  flour, 
apparel  and  some  household  furniture,  1  negro  Boy  Eleven  years  old. 
»  Van   Beuren  A  her  Child,  2  Chests,  one  Trunk,  Bedding,  wearing  apparel, 
our,  some  bousbold  furniture.  Bedding,  half  a  bbl.  of  pork  and  ^  bbl.  of  Beef. 


[No.  2668.] 
fwemar  Can  Make  No  Exception  in  the  Case  of  John  Cruger, 

Pokeepsie  14th  Dec'r  1779. 
I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  11th  Instant.  It  woud 
oe  peculiar  Pleasure  to  enable  you  to  relieve  your  present 
jsses  by  a  Complyance  with  your  Request;  but  the  same 
•ns  which  have  constrained  me  to  reject  every  Application 
8  kind  prevents  it.  Besides  as  the  last  Flagg  to  pass  be- 
t  us  &  the  Enemy  this  Winter  is  already  gone  down  to 
Fork,  so  that  my  Permission  for  want  of  an  Opportunity 
ke  use  of  it  woud  be  of  no  Service.  I  am,  Sir,  with  great 
ct  Si  Esteem  your  most  Obed.  Ser. 

Crujrer  Esqr. 


[G.  C] 


[No.  2G69.] 
The  Case  of  Pilot  Bise. 

Fish  Kill,  14  Dec  m  1779. 
About  Ten  months  ago  was  Made  Prisoner,  a  certain 
I  Bise,  an  Inhabitant  of  Dutchess  County,  who  at  Wiat 
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Time  Serv'd  the  Enemy  in  Character  of  a  North  River  1 
Some  Time  Since  he  was  Retum'd  to  me  as  a  Priao 
war,  &  as  by  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  ye  30  Deci 
all  Persons  Inhabitants  of  these  States,  who  Shall 
or  Join  the  Enemy,  &  Shall  be  taken  in  arms,  Shall  b 
in  Close  Confinement,  Subject  to  be  Delivered  to  tl 
spective  State  to  which  they  Belong,  &  be  Dealt  wit! 
able  to  the  laws  thereof,  I'm  led  to  Request  the  ] 
of  your  Excellency,  to  Inform  me  by  a  line  whether  the 
lays  any  Claim  to  S'd  Bise,  as  a  State  Criminal,  he  i)er{M 
urging  me  for  an  Exchange.  I  am.  Sir,  Your  Excellency' 
Obedient  &  Most  Hum.  Serv't 

G.  n.  Van  Wagenen,  D.  Commiss.  Prisoi 
His  Excellenrv  (lovernour  Clinton. 


[No.  2070.] 

Congress  Laifs  a7v  Emhargo  and  Urges  Punctual  Complianct 
Part  of  the  States, 

I^hiladelphia  15th  Decem'r : 
Sir,  Your  Excellency  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  an 
Congress*  of  this  day  recommending  to  the  several  8ti 
continue  embargoes  where  already  laid,  &  where  not. 
embargoes:  to  prohibit  untill  the  flrBt  day  of  April  next  ( 
portation  of  the  several  articles  mentioned  and  descrili 
the  resolution  of  CongFesB  of  the  2l8t  of  August  lastf 
ty  of  this  measure  is  so  obvious,  it  is  the  i 


Meommciidcd    to  the  lesUlmtlTe.  or.  where  tttttA  ittf 

■nitlTe  powcra  oC  tnch  of  the  atatei  wber*  eatvP 

'^  and  wben  embarioet  ar«  not  In  font,  to  Lqr  tti 

Iptll  M%t«  tlie  tzporlHtlon  of  tb«  MTtnl  mbdm> 

4ntloa   of  Congnn  of  tho  £Ut  of  Aagut  lift" 
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expectation  of  Congress  that  every  State  in  the  Union 

ready  &  punctual  compliance  with  the  recommendation 

t  loss  of  time.     I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  highest 

:  your  Excy's  hble.  Serv't 

Sam.  Huntington,  President. 
c'cv  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2671.] 

•OLONEL  PAWLING'S  COMMAND  IN  MUTINY. 

1^  Heath  in  Doubt  as  to  the  Extent  of  Punishment  Becatise  of 
the  Provocation  Due  to  Scarcity  of  Food, 

Head  Quarters  Robinson's  House  Dec'r  16th  1779. 
The  late  great  scarcity  of  flour,  (during  which  time,  part 
Troops  were  Seven  days  without  bread,  and  one  of  the 
les  on  the  verge  of  a  mutiny,)  has  had  such  an  effect  on  the 
commanded  by  Lt.  Colo.  Pawling,  that  by  the  report  of 
ijor,  just  now  made,  two  thirds  of  the  Corps  have  deserted 
I  a  few  Days  past.  This  Corps  haveing  behaved  well,  and 
luted  the  works  at  Stony  Point  since  they  were  posted 
with  great  assiduity,  until  the  late  unhappy  scarcity  of 
commenced;  and  being  of  opinion  that  if  they  were  longer 
wed,  at  that  post  their  numbers  would  daily  diminish,  at 
equest  of  Major  Benscoten,  I  have  directed  him  to  march 
i  to  PoQg^epsy,  and  take  your  further  orders.  I  do  not 
ikBj^W4Mi  what  condition  this  Corps  was  raised,  or  how  they 
-btei  tnned  or  accoutered;  but  I  think  those  who  have 
p^^^l^  iO<^i  as  they  have  returned  their  arms,  accouter- 
li^  tnutalittoiiy  cooking  utensils  &c  had  better  be  dis- 
r  time  of  Service  is  nearly  expired.  With  re- 
^^ifflM  hare  deserted,  I  scarcely  know  what  to  say; 
gr  experienced  was  great,  yet  tVve  cT\mfe  \^ 
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of  a  nature,  which  if  passed  over  unnoticed  may  have  t 

influence  on  the  future  discipline  of  the  Army. 

Our  anxiety  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  flour  still  conl 

with  every  exertion  that  can  be  made  a  daily  supply  can 

be  obtained.    This  morning  there  was  but  one  day's  bread 

hand  at  West  Point;  the  probability  of  the  river's  being  H 

frozen  makes  the  prospect  still  more  alarming.    I  am  pukii 

Quartermasters,  and  Commissaries  to  improve  every  momeili 

both  by  land  and  water,  hope  they  will  be  able  to  effect  a  supplj 

If  they  should  not;  I  know  not  what  will  be  the  conseqaeneC 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect  your  Excd 

lency's  most  Obedient  Servant 

W.  Heath. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

P.  R.  I  was  informed  the  last  evening,  that  Mr.  Cummins  wi 
arrived  below  Kings  Ferry  in  a  Flag  with  Mr.  Sands  Family: 
iinmodiately  s(*nt  off  an  Express  to  Mr.  Pell,  who.  by  tbe  i»ap«« 
I  lind  has  principally  negotiated  the  matter,  under  your  dire* 
tion. 

v.  S.  Hy  various  late  accounts  from  New  York,  the  Kueic 
are  preparing  to  make  a  very  large  embarkation  of  troops  «•• 
to  be  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Sir  II.  Clinton.  tb« 
destination  said  to  be  to  the  Southward.  They  are  aUo  #• 
to  ln»  vtTy  inquisitive  about  our  situation.  W.  0 


jNo.  im;72.] 
Arrival  **/  thr  Fhnj  With  Mr.  Cumminps  and  the  Sands  Famill 
Head  (JuarttTi*  lv«>binson's  House,  Dec'r  19th  ITTl 
l>ear  Sir.     1  inuu«iliately  up«>n  the  arrival  of  the  Flag  with 
Cummins,  and  Mrs.  Sands  ^S:  Family,  I  sent  off  an  expre««  to 
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are  rendered  of  no  seryice.  I  hare,  therefore,  thought,  as  it  i 
be  extremely  dliBcult  and  uncomfortable  to  continue  GriitrdiM 
the  Tops  of  those  Mountarns,  where  the  Beacons  are  «fNlB4| 
through  the  severe  season,  and  as  their  is  but  little  probabilitl 
of  the  Enemies  making  any  considerable  niOTement»  doriBg  tlit 
time;  that  the  Guards  in  general  had  best  be  taken  off;  if  jit 
coincide  in  opinion  with  me  and  that  as  soon  as  the  seasoiii' 
vances,  when  the  Enemy  may  be  apprehended  to  be  in  moiio^* 
that  the  Guards  should  be  again  mounted;  or  if  any  intelligrt* 
before  that  time  should  indicate  the  E^aemy  to  have  intentkii 
this  way,  immediate  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  Beaooitf^  I 
cannot  find  from  any  intelligence  yet  obtained,  that  a  BeaeoB  i* 
ever  fixed  at  one  of  the  places  you  mention  (viz)  on  Ghalkndeii 
[Mullenders]*  Hill  in  little  Brittain. 

The  Enemy  undoubtedly  are  making  a  large  Embarkatioo  ci 
Troops,  if  they  have  not  already  sailed,  it  is  said  at  least  10.flrt 

Forage  and  Fuel  are  exceedingly  scarce  with  them.    I  havetfci 

honor  to  be  with  great  respect  your  Exeellencys  most  obed  «er' 

\V.  Uraih.t 
(Addressed! 

Public  Service.     His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton, Poughkeeps* 


[No.  iViTa.] 
OONr.KESS  TO  LEAVE  PHILADELPHIA. 
RuimniM   rnttf    o/   Liv'nio — f^ritiml   Condition    of   Our   Financ**^ 
Dismal  Outlook  for  the  Future, 

Philailelphia.  December  21st  ITTS 

Sir.  1   bave  this   Day  R»v\i  your  favour  of  the  24th  of  ^ 

month  and  am  very  S<nTy  t«»  bear  that  your  Exceleney's  pr*^ 

•S««  V^Ag*  7K 
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State  are  So  Slow  in  the  Collecting  their  taxes,  that  it  will  hait 
but  little  Effect  towards  preventing  it. 

However  Critical  and  Difficult  our  Situation  may  be,  jet  it 
Cannot  be  improper  you  Should  know  it.  Long  Since  CODgrm 
Resolved  to  Stop  the  farther  Emltion  of  money;  Relying  on  tke 
Taxes  to  be  Raieed  in  the  Several  States  for  Money  to  Carry 
the  war,  with  the  Small  Sums  which  they  Expected  to  g«t  bf 
loaning. 

But  alass  what  is  our  Situation  I  Our  Treasury-  nearly  Ex- 
h«austed.  Every  Department  out  of  Cash,  no  Magazines  of  pro- 
vision laid  up,  our  army  Starving  for  want  of  Bread,  on  the  Brink 
of  a  General  Mutiny,  and  the  prospect  of  a  Spedy  Supply  ie  veit 
Small.  .This  is  a  meloncholly  Situation  and  would  give  oor 
Enemies  great  pleasure  if  they  knew  it. 

Under  these  Circumstances  the  grand  DiflSculty  is  to  know 
what  can  be  done  for  Relief,  And  it  appears  to  me  that  if  tbe 
Several  States  does  not  take  on  themselves  to  draw  forth  ib^ 
Supplies  for  the  use  of  the  army,  by  a  tax  on  the  nec<**af3 
articles,  or  Some  other  mode  that  may  be  in  their  power,  ijO' 
only  knows  what  will  become  of  us  next  Campaign;  our  ano 
Cannot  be  kept  together.  But  Til  Conclude  the  disagrt^able  ta^ 
&  Subscribe  my  Self  your  most  Obed't  &  humble  Serv't 

[To  G.  C]  ^^'™-  ^^^•'"^• 


[No.  2CT4.] 

Chvernor   Clinton    i^iimmons    the    Commissaries    to    an    Immedia 
Conference  on  the  Flour  Supply. 

Pokeepsie  Dec'r  21st  1779. 

ry  alarming  accts.  1  have  thas  moment  rec'd  fro 

enl.  Washington  with  respect  to  supplies  of  Pi 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  427 

Tisions  for  the  anny^  has  induced  me  to  call  a  meet'g  of  the  pur- 
chasing Oommissaries  in  this  Quarter,  in  order  that  I  may  be 
particularly  informed  of  the  Quantities  of  Provisions  they  have 
in  Store  &  what  Prospects  they  have  of  obtain'g  more,  as  well 
.as  to  consult  with  them  whether  any  further  exertions  which  it 
may  be  in  the  Power  of  this  State  to  make  on  this  extraordinary 
I?mergency  will  enable  them,  to  provide  competent  S-upplies.  I 
have,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  meet  me  at  this  Place 

-without  one  moment's  delay.    J[  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Purchasing  Commissaries.] 


[No.  2675.] 

General  Washington  Issues  Emergency  Orders  to  General  Heath. 

Head  Qrs.  Morris  Town,  Dec'r  2l8t  1779 

Dear  Sir,  Notwithstanding  the  long  preparations  at  New  York, 
and  the  strong  appearance  of  a  large  detachment  being  made 
from  thence,  it  seems  certain  from  very  recent  advices,  that  no 
Troops  have  sailed  as  yet^  and  that  the  Enemy  hold  themselves 
in  collected  Force.  What  their  designs  really  are  I  have  not 
been  able  to  learn;  altho  I  have  taken  all  pains  in  ray  power  to 
^flfect  it.  The  Southern  States  &  the  West  Indies  present  them- 
selves as  the  most  probable  Objects  of  their  attention,  and  this 
«eems  to  be  the  general  pi'evailing  opinion;  but  as  their  delay 
cannot  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for,  we  should  guard  in  the 
l)est  manner  we  can  against  every  possible  contingency.  I  would, 
^erefore,  suppose  it  possible,  that  the  preparations  of  Trans- 
jports,  &c.  may  be  a  feint,  and  that  the  Enemy  may  soon  have 
it  in  contemplation,  to  aim  a  sudden  stroke  either  against  the 
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Highland  Posted  or  against  this  Army.    The  latter  eyent  a 

by  far  the  more  probable  of  the  two.    My  former  inBtn 

of  the  27th  of  November,  and  the  Gonventional  signate, 

have  been  established,  and  to  which  they  referred,  wer 

calculated  to  produce  succour  from  the  Militia  in  ease  of  a  i 

movement  of  the  Enemy  in  the  first  instance.     Bat  it  wo 

equally  nece?«iry  if  they  should  direct  their  operations  s 

thifi  Army.     In  this  event  it  may  be  absolutely  essential.  1 

and  the  Troops  under  your  command,  to  march  &  give  n 

port.     And  in  order  to  this,  I  \iish  the  signals  by  a  previo 

immediate  arrangement,  between  you  and  his  Rxcellenc: 

ernor  Clinton  may  be  made  to  answer  the  purpose,  of  call! 

the  Militia  to  Garrison  the  Posts  during  the  absence  of  tb 

tinental  Troope.    They  should  not  be  drawn  out  for  lesi 

ten   or  twelve   Days^   and,   if  practicable,   oh  account  < 

supplies  of  Flour,  it  will  be  advisable  for  each  man  to 

with   him   flour   for  that   time.     You   will   communicate 

the   Governor  on   those  several   points,   who    I   am   cor 

will  do  all  in  his  power  to  promote  them.     On  your  hear 

the  Enemies  being  in  motion  towards  this  Army,  in  such 

as  you  can  depend  upon  it,  you  will  make  the  signals  for  ( 

in  the  Militia  and  hold  the  Troops  of  the  garrison  in  rea 

to  march  at  the  shortest  warning.     I  am,  D'r  Sir,  with 

regard  &  esteem  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Go.  Washing 
(Coppy) 

Major  Genc^ral  Ilt^atli. 
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[No.  2676.] 

GH)vemor  Clinton  Gravely  Concerned  Over  the  Prospects  of  Securing 

Flour — The  Legislature  Soon  to  Meet. 

Poughkeepsie  Dee'r  23d  1779. 

D'r.Sir,  I  have  beeB  favored  with  your  several  Letters  of  the 
Uth,  16th,  19th  &  20th  Inst.  Wright  &  Bud  are  safely  lodged  in 
gaol  &  their  names  will  be  handed  to  the  State  Commissary  of 
Prisoners. 

I  perfectly  agree  with  you  in  Sentiment  w'th  respect  to  the 
Beacons;  as  it  is  not  probable  any  movem't  of  the  Enemy  tow'ds 
the  Highrds  in  the  course  of  the  Winter  will  be  so  sudden  but 
that  timely  notice  may  be  given  to  assemble  the  militia — in  the 
Spring  we  must  reassume  our  former  Conduct  on  this  Subject 
with  such  further  Regulations  as  may  be  judged  necessary. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you,  Sir,  in  the  trouble  you  have  taken 
with  the  Flag  and  thank  you  for  the  Directions  you  have  given 
on  the  occasion.  I  fear  it  will  be  too  late  for  Mr.  Cummings  to 
return  to  New  York.  I  shall  in  that  Case  be  under  the  Neces- 
sity of  indulg'g  him  to  remain  in  the  Country  w'th  his  family  until 
the  breaking  up  of  the  winter. 

I  am  exceedingly  alarmed  at  the  Information  I  continue  to  re- 
ceive respect'g  the  scarcity  of  Provision  for  the  Army.  I  hoped 
that  the  late  soft  weather  had  enabled  the  Commiss^ys  to  have 
furnished  competent  supplies  for  your  Division,  that  wou'd  have 
lasted  some  time;  but  as  they  have  not  and  the  severe  Frost  will 
prevent  many  of  the  mills  from  grind'g  I  dread  the  consequences; 
besides  from  the  failure  of  the  Crops  last  year  I  fear  without 
the  greatest  Economy  we  will  be  reduced  to  great  DiflBculties  to 
bring  the  year  about. 

I  must  set  out  the  first  of  next  month  to  meet  the  Legislature 
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at  Albany.  If,  therefore,  there  is  any  Thing  in  which  my  aid  maf 
be  necessary  to  promote  the  public  Service  either  before  my  De- 
parture or  while  there  I  shall  be  happy  in  being  infcHrmed  of  it 
and  be  assured,  Sir,  of  every  Exertion  in  my  Power.  I  have  the 
Honor  to  be  &c.  G.  Clintoa. 

The  hon'ble  Major  Genl.  Heath. 


[No.  2677.] 

OBSTACLES  IN  THE  WAY  OF  THE  POOD  SUPPLY. 

Farmers  Obtaining  Higher  Prices  in  the  Southern  States — Obj^  l»  \ 
Titm  Paymettts  Because  of  Depreciation  of  Currenct^ — A  SubUir 
tute  Proposed  for  Wheat  Bread. 

Poughkeepsie  Dec'r  26th  1779.  j 
Dear  Sir,  Immediately  on  the  Rec't  of  your  Excellency's  Let- 
ter  of  the  16th  Inst.  contain*g  the  alarm'g  acc^t  of  the  S4tuatioi 
of  the  Army  w'th  respect  to  provisions  (which  did  not  come  to 
hand  'till  the  Even'g  of  the  22d)  I  convened  the  purchasing  Com- 
mis'vd  in  this  Q'r,  that  I  might  know  what  Supplies  they  were 
abK»  to  furnish  &  whether  any  Exertions  of  mine  would  tend  to 
forward  the  Business  of  their  Department  on  this  press'g 
occasion. 

On  the  minutest  Enquiry  1  have  bet*n  able  to  make  as  to  the 
Resoupoee  of  this  State  under  its  prt^sent  Circumstances,  1  am 
»orry  to  inform  you  that  we  shall  not  have  it  in  our  Power  to  do 
more  than  supply  the  pres't  Garrison  of  Fort  Schuyler  &  the 
Posts  in  the  Highlands  \*  the  Troops  in  that  vicinity  computing 
their  daily  Issues  at  4i>  bar  Is  of  rtour. 

Your  Exoeiroy  will  rtuuiiiKr  ihat  the  Legislature  at  their  last 
leeting  authorir.tM)  an  assessment  on  the  Farmers  of  two  eighths 
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<t  all  their  Wheat  after  leaving  a  bare  comx)etency  for  the  use  of 
their  Families.  The  one  eighth  hath  been  collected  &  ia  now 
nearly  expended  without  doing  more  than  furnishing  to  the 
Troops  a  daily  supply.  I  have  now  ordered  the  other  eighth  to 
T)e  immediately  collected  &  manufactured  &  forwarded  to  Fish- 
kill;  but  I  fear  (from  the  want  of  water  at  the  mills)  the  Troops 
in  this  Quarter  will  suffer  before  it  can  be  effected.  It  is  from 
the  amount  of  these  assessments  &  other  Information  rec'd  from 
the  Ck)mmiss'ys  I  form  this  Judgm't  of  what  Flour  may  be  ex- 
pected from  us.  The  Business  of  the  Commiss'ys  in  this  State 
has  hitherto  been  confined  to  the  purchas'g  of  Flour.  I  believe 
if  they  had  orders  &  were  supplied  with  Cash  for  the  Purpose 
some  Cattle  &  a  small  quantity  of  Pork  might  be  procured. 

The  present  State  of  our  Currency  and  the  want  of  Cash  in  the 
hands  of  the  Persons  employed  to  purchase,  will  absolutely  pre- 
vent them   from  doing  any  Thing  effectual  as  the  Farmer  con- 
siders the  difference  of  the  Value  of  the  Money  between  the  Time 
of  Sale  &  Payment,  a  diminution  of  the  Price,  whereas  if  he  was 
paid  immediately,  he  coud  dispose  of  his  Money  at  the  Value  he 
received  it  at;  Besides  the  exorbitant  Prices  which  our  Farmers 
here  are  given  in  some  of  the  Southern  States,  occasions  so  great 
an  onwilliness  in  them  to  dispose  of  their  Produce  at  any  Rate, 
that  I  apprehend  very  little  (other  than  what  is  forced  from  them 
by  the  authority  of  Law)  will  be  procured.     If  these  Difficulties 
were  removed,  &  a  Proportion  of  Indian  Corn  &  Rice  was  manu- 
factured with  the  wheat  into  Flour  for  immediate  use,  it  wou'd  so 
lengthen  out  the  supplies  which  may  be  procured  in  this  state  as 
to  enable  us  to  Feed   the  army.     The  Bread   will   certainly   be 
equally  wholesome  &  nourishing  to  the  Troops.    But  without  this, 
A  if  the  last  Crops  in  the  other  States  have  been  oquaW^  m^wt^ 
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a  real  Scarcity  with  the  fatal  consequences  which  woud  attend 
it  may  be  apprehended. 

I  must  set  out  the  first  of  next  month  to  meet  the  Legislature 
at  Albany  &  your  Excellency  may  rely  on  it  that  I  will  faithfollr 
represent  to  them  the  present  Difficulties  of  the  Army  &  reooa- 
mend  every  measure  which  will  tend  to  remove  them,  and  ia  tke 
mean  time  that  I  will  continue  my  best  Endeavoura  to  promote 

the  public  Sen-ice  by  relieving  your from  the  Distressei. 

?    I  am  &c.  G.  ClintOD. 

His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington. 


[No.  2678.] 

Commissat^y  Reed  Rectifies  an  Error  in  His  EsHmaie  of  the  Amount 

of  Wheat  on  Hand. 

Amenia  27th  Dec'r  1779. 

Sir,  Since  Returning  home,  fine  we  Omited  giving  you  an  acc't 
of  wheat  collected  by  Salt,  which  is  more  than  I  thought.  wh»*D 
with  you.  nor  is  so  much  of  s'd  ^Yheat  ground  as  I  exjitM-tt^; 
so  have  thought  to  give  your  Excellencey  this  timely  notice  of 
the  mistake  as  you  may  have  a  right  Idea  of  the  Quantiiv  on 
hand;  I  find  on  a  strict  Examination  that  I  have  wheat  Collertt-d 
by  salt  suftirient  to  make  300  Bar'ls,  add  to  that  the  1(K)  Harn*ls 
of  the  sessM  wheat,  which  will  make  in  all  400  Bar'ls.  whiib  I 
find  can  be  ground  and  Heady  for  Delivery  at  the  Rate  of  40 
Bbls.  p  weak,  untill  the  whole  be  Deliverd,  if  the  Water  should 
continue  the  same  as  it  now  is  through  the  Winter. 

"  make   no  Doubt  the  other  OentTmn  have  forgot  their  Salt 

I  am,  sir,  your  Ilumb'e  Serv*t 

James  Heed, 
ir  Clinton. 
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[No.  2679.] 
Christopher  Kortz  Gives  a  £2,000  Bond  for  John  Kortz. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I,  Christopher  Korts  of  the  Camp  In  the 
Jlannor  of  Lirlnsston,  In  the  County  of  Albany,  Cordwainer,  am  held  and  firmly 
V»wid  unto  Philip  Pell,  Esqr.  Commissary  of  Prisoners  for  the  state  of  New  York,  in 
tlM  Just  and  full  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds.  Current  money  of  the  said  state,  to 
to  paid  to  the  said  Philip  Pell,  his  Btxecutors,  admintstratora  or  assigns.  The  which 
payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made  and  done,  I  bind  myself,  my  Heirs  Executors  and 
«taiinlstrBtor8  by  these  presents,  sealed  with  my  seal  this  twenty  seventh  day  of 
Deetmber  in  the  year. of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine. 

The  Condition  of  this  Obligation  is  such,  that  if  John  Korts  of  the  Camp  in  the 
Maiuor  of  Livingston  aforesaid,  a  prisoner  of  the  said  state  now  confined  in  the  Goal 
sf-Dutehess  County  by  Order  of  his  Btxcellency  the  Governor,  will  remain  peaceably 
sBd  quietly  within  the  limits  of  the  East  Camp  af'd,  and  do  nothing  to  prejudice  the 
ladcpeodence  of  the  United  States,  until  1  he  is  removed  from  the  said  Eiast  Camp  by 
Lawfol  authority,  then  this  Obligation  to  be  Void  or  else  to  remain  in  full  force  and 
Ylrtne.  Christopher  Kortz. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

Elizabeth  Stewart.  Gilbert  Livingston. 


[No.  2680.] 

THE  ENEMY'S  SUSPICIOUS  MOVEMENTS. 

In  Compliance  With  Orders  front  Washington,  General  Heath  Re- 
stores the  Beacons — The  Flour  and  Flag  Problems, 

Robinsoirs  House  Dec'r  27th  1779. 
Sir,  I  was  this  evening  honored  with  yours  of  the  23(1  instant, 
and  a  few  minutes  since  with  one  from  his  Excellency  General 
Washin^on;  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  coppy  of  the 
latter.*  From  the  tenor  of  his  Excellency's  letter,  it  is  my 
duty  to  pay  an  immediate  attention  to  the  reestablishment  of 
the  Beacons,  and  posting  guards  at  them,  which  will  be  severe 
duty  at  this  season;  this  I  shall  order  to  those  in  this  vicinity 
to  morrow,  and  submit  to  your  Excellency  the  holding  the 
Militia  in  readiness  in  such  way  and  manner  as  you  may  judge 

*See  page  427. 
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proper.  His  Excellency's  letter  is  dated  the  2l8t  instant,  whieh 
was  Tuesday  last.  There  is  a  report  this  day  that  the  Enemies 
Fleet  sailed  from  New  York,  on  Wednesday  last.  If  a  consider 
able  Detachment  have  sailed,  the  object  of  these  extraordinsiy 
preparations  I  think  ceases;  but  untill  I  receire  the  most  ta- 
thentic  intelligence  of  it,  or  directions  from  his  Excellencj  to 
the  Contrary  I  must  pursue  the  injunctions  of  his  letter. 

Your  being  exceedingly  alarmed,  at  the  information  you  con- 
tinue to  receive  respecting  the  scarcity  of  provissions  for  the 
Army,  affects  me  most  sensibly;  and  since  you  are  so  exceed- 
ingly obligeing,  as  to  offer  me  your  aid  for  the  public  service, 
both  before  your  departure,  and  while  with  the  Legislature  at 
Albany  I  thankfully  embrace  it,  and  earnestly  request,  that  if 
any  measures  can  be  devised,  that  will  tend  to  insure  an  increase 
of  provissions  (especially  of  flour)  for  the  use  of  the  Army, 
without  injury  to  the  good  people  of  the  State,  they  may  be 
adopted. 

Your  readiness  on  all  occassions  to  afford  me  aid,  for  the 
public  service,  and  the  particular  marks  of  friendship  so  often 
repeated,  lay  me  under  particular  obligation.  Happy  shall  I 
think  myself  if  I  can  ever  render  you  that  return,  either,  iu  your 
poblic  or  private  character  that  gratitude  dictates  and  Friend- 
ship inspires.     I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  Senant 

W.  Heath. 
His  Excellency  Govornor  Clinton 

P.  S.  One  barrel!  of  Pork  150  lb.  of  Flour,  some  buiier  &c. 
was  taken  from  some  persons  going  into  Xew  York  some  dayi 
~*«oe,  which  they  had  over  and  above  the  quantity  allowtM. 


Public  Papers  op  Qe>orgb  Clinton.  435 

t  was  agreeable  to  your  desire  some  time  since  express'd  put 
ttto  the  public  stores  and  the  Commissary  is  directed  to  ac- 
ount  with  the  State  for  it.  I  am  determined  if  possible  to 
>reak  up  a  scandalous  traffic  which  has  for  some  time  been 
[iractised  between  the  Lines.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  for- 
prard  a  number  of  letters  brought  out  by  Mr.  Cummins  &  sent 
np  to  my  Quarters.  I  intended  to  have  given  them  to  the  Com- 
missary of  Prisoners,  but  have  not  seen  him.     I  am  glad  that  my 

€!onduct  with  the  Flag  has  your  approbation. 

W.  H. 


Poughkeepsie  Dec'r  30th  1779. 

D'r  S'r,  I  have  rec'd  your  favor  of  the  27th  covering  a  Copy 
of  his  ExcelPcy  Genl.  Washington's  Letter  respecting  the 
maneuvres  of  the  Enemy. 

I  have  issued  my  Orders  to  the  militia  of  Dutchess,  Ulster 
Orange  &  Westchester  to  hold  themselves  in  perfect  readiness 
to  move  at  a  moment's  warning.  Copies  for  the  command'g 
Officers  of  the  Westchester  Regiments  are  enclosed  for  your 
perusal  which 'you  will  please  to  seal  &  forward  to  them. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect  & 

Esteem  Dear  Sir,  your  most  Obdt.  serv't 

Geo:  Clinton. 

The  hon'ble  Major  Genl.  Heath. 


4'M  VvuLW  Pai-kks  of  Okouue  (.'lixtox. 

[No.  2r»Sl.] 

i'HAKLES  PIIELP8  AND  THE  VERMONT  niSPlTE. 

He  Writes  Lemfthif  Communications  to  Governor  Clinton  and  to  (H 
President  of  Congress. 

Sir,  I  being  at  Doston  this  fall.  Eat  ban  Allen  was  Sent  bjr  tbe  pretended  Qorma 
ic  Council  of  Vermont  with  an  address  or  Letters  to  the  General  Court  of  that  Slili, 
settiuK  forth  that  the  people  of  Vermont  having  withstood  all  tbe  powers  of  New  ToA 
ai.d  maintained  their  opposition  to  the  Government,  and  by  a  long  series  of  suffciiap 
from  thence  and  subdueiug  that  part  of  the  wilderness  A  since  taare  dlsplajd  tb4r 
fortitudt^  &  prowess  in  arms  with  the  United  States  of  America  as  they  repr«*firtfi 
against  the  British  troops  &c.  Ac.  by  which  they  sugested  they  ought  to  be  a  sepenlf 
(tate.  and  ware  Intituled  to  it  by  all  the  principles  that  any  of  the  United  Statt«  ««« 
wbtn  tiny  set  up  for  Indept-ndancy.  &  doubtt-d  not  but  tliai  America  ware  m  |c«fTil 
wishing  they  should  be  an  Indt-pecdant  State  in  the  sisteracod  of  tb?  other  States;  frrmill 
which  presumelng  the  Massachusetts  Court  would  not.  oppose  It:  Ac.  Ac.  wherefore 
desired  that  they  would  surrender  or  give  up  that  part  of  their  claim  to  those  Lanii 
in  Vermont  State  as  they  called  it  to  thc-m  Ac;  but  If  not  1.  e.  If  that  Court  VM 
not  willing  but  Intended  to  claim  them  Lands  they  desired  they  would  tracsmlt  t 
dtsoription  rf  the  Quantity  of  Land  they  pretended  to  claim  before  Coogress  imfurlBf 
the  first  of  February  next)  unto  them  of  Vermont,  meaning  thereby  to  assertain  witti 
part  of  that  district  would  be  consequently  left  for  New  York,  for  ttaem  to  debate  vith 
that  state  at  Congress.  &  other  advantages  of  grate  Importance  tbey  Immagined  a 
have  gained  if  the  Bay  Court  could  have  been  prevailed  with  to  have  made  to  Vt^ 
mont  a  surrender  to  them  of  the  Massachusetts  Claim,  which  containa  I  sopoee  cisf 
tenths  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Vermont's  whole  state  as  they  call  it.  to  Induce  CoDgrM 
to  persuade  New  York  to  in  like  generous  A  glorious  a  manner  to  surrender  to  Ver- 
mont, for  a  State,  their  tract  of  Country  for  so  beneficial  a  purpose  Ac.  and  If  sot  to 
havtr  ConirreAs  make  New  York  S'.ate  an  Equivalent  in  Land  elsewhare.  I  say.  I  M:| 
at  Boston.  A  knowing  all  this.  A  the  pernicious  Consequences  thereof,  to  us  ui  tti 
whole  State  of  New  York  also.  «cc.  and  beicg  obliged  by  my  Previous  Negotiat.o!.«  ii 
behalfe  of  a  Rrate  number  of  my  Constituents  in  matters  of  grate  ConB«^u<^:.>  r  A*- 
was  Imp<:>llfd  from  hen«e  as  well  as  my  own  It:trest  A  the  Ictrest  of  Ch)<-«  ri,n;»".i  ic' 
oppose  that  address  of  Vermont,  by  Petition?  to  the-  contrary,  acd  obtalcd  my  rruyp-t 
in  opposition  thereto  &c. :  to  the  grievous  re^ntmciit  of  s'd  Allvn  to  that  dr'cr'^  i* 
threattecs  to  kill  me  as  I  have  boon  credibly  lT:formfd  at  Boston  since  I  saw  bin: 

I  also  Inform  your  Kxi«:Ilenvy.  I  am  grately  surprized  to  find  my  aicour.t  :l  ecicf 
to  Congnss  for  my  day*  spent  ther»:  in  about  3  months,  and  my  horse  Hire  f'>r  ** 
miles,  both  d»nyd  by  the  L»  ci-^laturo  of  New  York  State,  on  hearing  A  ro:«:dt>rv:|C  aiT 
acconipt  :eo  fully  &  .Justly  stitid.  now  lyinc  i:*  t!:c-m  files,  which  I  humbly  pray  ynvr 
Exiollency's  ai'p!i«atior  thi  ri'io  In  ir.y  !« half- .  that  my  a>  i-ompt  may  N-  r»'  n':j.|d:Td 
and  granted,  that  I  may  have  payd  m>:  .i  r-A>onable  reward  for  my  time  *  hMff  hlr*. 
as  I  had  your  Kxi  t'li»ni  y>  mns-nt.  the  Leut.  Governor,  arid  a  i:umNr  o?  ttn-  lead- 
ing gentlemt  n  of  the  V«rinnni  as«*i!iMy  that  my  a«^corapt  was  reasonably  L-harcn!  aad 
but  Just  to  lit?  aitowid.  Thi•^•■  irvr.i  yuur  Ex»  vllency's  most  Humble  S«  rvjr.t  a*.  •  pc- 
and  Ac.  Cfiarr.-s   !'-.??». 

December  >th  ITTy. 
To  His  Exi'i  lli-ncy.  Georsi-  Clir.ior..  K.sqr..  O^vernor  of  the  Stat»   of  Nen   Ywrk 

Sir.  I  herewith  Inclose  your  Exolcnry  a  letter  to  Congrtrss  subniittirs  it  to  yovr 
'soniideratlon  A  praying  your  P^x-ellen-y.  if  you  se»^  cause  to  ^n- Io^<'  ::  ir.  a  vrar^p^ 
^■d  subacribe  It  to  Congress  A  send  it  th«re  as  comelcs  under  yr.ur  dirt- t.'.<:.  if  y»s 

Hl9k  btat  or  comcing  as  from  me  without  it  Ac 

c   i'ii-::«. 


Tm  tbe  Honorable.  Continental  Cosgr^ss  that  thos*'  par.»  ol 
I  of   Septexbt-r   Last,    respecting   Vermjnt   *i-..    hath  ttni 
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^opyed  from  the  original  as  delirered  me  by  the  Honorable  Secretary,  Charles  Thom- 
son, Eaqr.,  and  dispersed  through  a  number  of  the  towns  whose  Inhabitants  are  of 
the  State  of  New  York  by  profession,  and  those  people  have  Industriously  Endeavored 
to  spread  the  Resolutions  to  those  of  Vermont  partie  who  dont  own  -(as  I  am  Informed 
llj  numbers  of  them)  that  the  common  people  know  any  thing  of  them;  we  certainly 
Iknow  the  Resolutions  have  been  read  in  what  they  call  the  General  assembly;  but  I 
hAT«  all  the  Reason  necessary  to  Induce  me  to  believe  the  Prohibitary  part  of  them- 
Resolutions  are  keept  among  themselves  and  a  few  others  their  Confidents;  but  remain 
vnder  an-  artfull  suppression  or  false  eugestions  from  or  to  all  others. 

And  they  say,  if  they  are  not  to  be  a  state  they  are  undone,  they  have  used  so 
mucli  of  the  public  estate  they  have  confiscated  ft  sold  and  other  expences  and  the 
cymaequences  of  their  evil  conduct  they  forese  will  Inevitably  prove  their  overthrow  ft 

Ruin,  U  they  be  not  an  Independant  &  Sovereign  State.    And  if  they  are  left 

lb  their  own  volantary  Subjects  and  may  not  Exercise  any  powers  over  those  of  other 
Hiates,  they  know  so  narrow  and  contracted  a  domination  must  necessarily  ruin  them; 
therefore,  they  are  Resolved  to  be  a  State  at  all  Hazards  &  their  chiefe,  as  Allen  I 
nftOflm  Eathen,  and  others  declare  openly,  that  they  will  -be  a  state  let  Congress  do 
what  they  will,  for  they  know  their  Estates  Honors  ft  what  they  call  High  Titles  ft 
tfsnity,  they  must  loose;  therefore,  they  well  say,  if  they  are  denyd  being  a  state 
they  are  undone;  tho  multitudes  among  us  believe  ft  know  if  they  are  suffered  to  be  a 
■late,  this  part  of  the  country  is  all  undon  and  the  pernicious  examp>e  they  have  set 
^aa  almost  ruined  the  most  part  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  by  their  example  of  faction 
ik  rebellion;  ft  numbers  of  the  most  sensible  sober  ft  morral  part  of  the  county  of 
Cumberland  where  we  dwell,  who  petitioned  Congress  ft  chose  me  their  agent  for 
that  purpose  ftc,  ft  the  best  &  gratest  Landholders  among  us,  must  leave  the  country 
If .  Vermont  is  continued  to  ESxist;  this  I  certainly  know,  that  we  are  bound  by  the 
laws  of  selfe  preservation,  to  Humbly  pray  in  the  most  pungent  (?)  ft  earnest  manner 
that  that  ungrateful  unprovoked  most  wicked  ft  the  worst  of  all  treasonable  Insurrec- 
tSona  ft  the  most  dareing  Insolent  of  all  Rebellions  as  we  view  it  that  ever  was  per- 
petrated in  America  may  be  Immediately  crushed  ft  totally  exterpetrated  from  off  the 
earth  and  whilst  I  thus  express  my  own  sentiments  I  know  I  express  the  sentiments 

of  vast  numA>ers who  am  sir  with  the    gratest    eeteem    your    Excellency's 

much  obliged  ft  most  Humble  ft  dutiful  Servant  at  comand 

Charles  Phelps. 
New  Marlborough  Deoember  28th  1779. 

To  His  Excellency  Samuel  Huntington,  president  of  the  Honorable 
Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia. 

N.  B.  I  Humbly  think  it  best  by  all  means  to  have  them  resolves  published  through 
all  the  states  concerned  by  those  Resolutions  of  the  24  of  Sept'r  and  also  in  Con- 
nectlmt  State,  for  we  are  abundantly  satisfyed  vast  numbers  of  Connecticutt  Gentl'n 
are  petitioners  to  Vermont  for  grants  of  the  most  valuable  part  of  all  the  unapro- 

priated  Lands  in  New  York  State  and  that  state  of  Connecticutt  ft  its  

members  for  selfe  ends,  self  Intrest.  are  deeply  Intrested  ft  engaged  to  have  Vermont 
established  as  a  state  and  the  prevailing  opinion  ft  hearty  sellish  desire  of  their  lead- 
ing men  in  Connecticutt  I  am  assured  of  it  are  warmly  engaged  to  have  it  a  state; 
therefore,  I  Humbly  think  it  Improper  ft  Infinitely  dangerous  to  us  as  things  may 
turn,  to  allow  Connecticutt  delegates  to  have  any  voice  or  vote  in  Congress  in  ft  upon 
that  subject  whether  Vermont  shall  be  created  a  state.    Vermont's  pretended  Secretary 

cant  deny  giving  copys  of  all  their  proceedings  of  them  ft  Vermont  grants 

of  Lands  as  above  mentioned,  wherefore,  it  is  most  Humbly  prayd  that  Congress  make 
strict  serch  thereinto  before  adjudication  in  the  premisses  ftc.    Yours  ftc. 

C.  Phelps. 

Please  to  pardon  Indecency  for  want  of  paper  ftc.  to  such  a  Respectable  Body  of 
gent'n. 

P.  S.  it  is  well  known  among  us  that  the  better  sort  of  Vermont  people  tho  

Intend  to  submit  to  Congress  Resolutions  if  Congress  should  deny  them  tho  being  of  a 
sUte.  C.  P. 

I  Humbly  think  my  selfe  bound  in  duty  to  my  country  &  my  selfe  &  all  my  friends 
to  sugest  what  ie  above  written.  C.  Phelps. 

December  28th  1779. 
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[No.  2682.] 
Provisions  for  the  Army  Diverted  to  the  Enemy. 

Head  Quarters,  RobinBon'g  Hoiuse  Dec'r  31  1779. 

Sir,  The  day  before  yesterday,  three  German  DeBerters  came  to 
this  place;  they  left  Fort  Washington  the  laat  Sunday  evenlDf. 
They  inform  me  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  fresh  provissioni 
they  obtain  are  drove  in  by  the  Refugees  and  that  this  is  done 
almost  daily^  particularly  by  the  sound  road.  The  enclosed  i« 
just  handed  me  by  Mr.  Strang  the  Deputy  Judge  Advocate  at 
this  Post.  It  seems  absolutely  neceesary  that  6ome  effectoal  j 
measures  should  be  immediately  adopted,  or  the  very  provissions  j 
which  are  expected  and  wanted  for  our  army,  will  find  their  wv  1 
to  the  Enemy.  I  submit  to  your  Excellency,  whether  any  further  ; 
regulations  are  necessary  with  respect  to  the  mode  of  granting 
leave  to  the  Inhabitants  to  carry  down  provissions;  you  may  de- 
pend on  my  utmost  endeavors  to  render  any  regulation  that  niaj 
be  adopted  effectual,  being  determined  as  far  as  is  in  my  power, 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  Enemies  obtaining  supplies,  in  a  way  so 
dishonorable  &  injurious  to  ourselves.  The  deserters  bring  out 
no  great  matter  of  news;  rei)ort  that  the  British  Granadiere  & 
Light  InfantrA',  at  least  a  very  considerable  part  of  them,  are  at 
Fort  Washington,  with  two  Hessian  regiments  &  part  of  Colonel 
Worms  Yaugers.  All  the  Hessian  Granadiers,  part  of  the 
Yaugers,  &  ten  men  from  each  Hessian  Regiment  as  Chassiturs 
gone  with  General  Clinton — said  destined  for  Georgia  &  that 
they  had  fallen  down  to  the  Hook. 

In  the  course  of  the  winter  I  may  have  occassion  to  procore 
ee  or  four  barrells  of  Flour  for  the  particular  use  of  my  own 
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f'amily  at  Boston,  I  would  request  your  permdssion,  to  pass  it 

out  of  the  State,  agreeable  to  the  Laws  in  that  case  made  and 

prorided.     I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect  your 

Excellency's  most  Obedient  Servant 

W.  Heath. 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2683.] 

Account  of  the  Expenditure  of  £3,000  Granted  by  the  Legislature  to 
the  Indigent  Families  on  the  Frontiers. 

[  ]  1779. 

Account  of  the  Expenditure  of  £3000  granted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture at  their  last  session  for  the  Relief  &  Support  of  such  Persons 
as  had  their  Property  destroyed  by  the  Enemy  &  were  incapable 
of  gaining  a  Livelihood. 

*Paid  John  Fonda  for  the  use  of  the  Persons  within  the 

above  Description  in  Tryon  County  £1800 

Paid  Johannis  Ball  &  Garret  Groesbeck  for  the  use  of 

the  Persons  within   the   above   Description   in    Albany 

County  450 

Paid  Levi  Pawling  for  the  use  of  the  Persons  within  the 

aboTe  Description  in  Ulster  &  Orange  Ck)unty  050 


[No.  2684.] 
Petition  of  Long  Island  Refugees  to  Export  Flour  and  Grain. 

To  his  E^xcellency  GoYemor  Clinton  &c.  &c. 

S'r,   The  Subscribers,  your  Excellency's  humble  Petitioners.  Being  all  Refugees  from 
Lo&g  IsUnd.  who  bsYe  from  principle  emigrated  &  with  Inflexable  Spirit  &  InvariaJble 

•See  Voloma  TV,  psffe  80O. 
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resolution  was  and  now  are  the  most  Cordial  Friends  to  tlie  Indeitcodaiiee  of  (It 
United  SUtes,  having  long  hardly  subsisted  our  selves  in  the  Stats  of  Connsetictt  k 
have  made  many  hard  Struggles  with  Insuperable  diflculties^  ars  ncnr  rsdnced  t»  i 
want  of  Bread,  the  people  among  whoom  we  dwell  either  cannot  or  will  not  fvniiik  m 
with  Supplies.  Now,  S'r,  permitt  your  humble  Petitioners  to  look  up  to  yosr  lieil' 
lency's  Paternal  goodness,  for  a  Permitt  to  purchase  in  the  State  of  New-Tork  (l» 
which  we  humbly  claim  a  Union)  that  Bread  or  Species  of  bread  which  io  Ssport  ft 
only  to  Support  our  families  i»  absolutely  necessary.  In  the  fullest  asiuvace  of  jnt 
Excellency's  Candour  &  in  the  highest  hopes  that  yon[F]  Compassion  for  persewlit 
Friends  will  Excite  you  to  Grant  our  petition  to  purchase  a  full  Snpplle  for  our  NosMrsa 
families  &  thereby  Lay  us  the  Subscribers  under  Indispesible  Obligations  ever  to  priy  Ac 
Obadiah  Johnes.  Nat'll  King.  Zebulun  Cooper,  Blias  Howsli,  Silas  Hallsey,  JoT. 
Samuel  Sherril.  Isaac  Schellinger.  Jeremiah  Jaggar,  William  Havens,  Jesse  Wooi 
Thomas  Harley.  David  Conkling.  Richard  Soman,  Jonathan  Conklln,  Jeremiah  Rofen. 
David  Howell.  Silvanus  Howell.  Obediah  Wright.  Will.  Wels. 


MANUSCRIPT  VOL.  IX. 


[No.  2685.]* 


[No.  2686.] 

^okmd  John  Lamb  Brings  to  Governor  CUnton^s  Attention  a  Resolu- 
tion of  Congress  Respecting  Wood  Cut  on  the  Moore  Farm, 

Fishkills,  4th  Jan'ry,  1780. 

Dear  Sir,     A»  I  have  been  just  now  informed,  that  Mr.  Stephen 
Moore,  has  obtained  a  Resolution   of  Congress,  respecting  the 
wood  which  has  been  Cut,  at  West-Point,  for  Publick  use;  and 
being  in  doubt,  whether  part  of  the  same,  did  not  belong  to  his 
Brothers,  Thomas,  &  Charles,  I  thought  it  proper,  to  transmit  you 
a  Copy  of  the  Resolution;  and  of  a  T>?tter  from  Mr.  Livingston, 
to  General  Greene,   on  the  Subject.     Genl.   Green   has  directed 
Oolo.  Hay,  to  appoint  Persons,  to  appraise  the  damage,  immedi- 
ately; in  order  that  Mr.  Moore  may  be  paid.     Please  to  present 
the  Compliments  of  the  Season,  to  Mrs.  Clinton,  &  Mrs.  Tappt-u, 
3nd  accept  the  same,  from.  Dear  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant 

John  Lamb. 

P.  S.  I  shall  esteem  it  a  singular  favour,  if  you  will  please  to 
leave  me  a  Permit  to  transport  6  Barrels  of  Flour,  to  my  Family. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 

•Thii  docameDt  will  be  found  under  document  2714,  page  483. 
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[No.  2687.] 
Respecting  the  Cases  of  Snedeker  and  TeUer. 

Rockland  Janaarj  6th  1780. 
I  receivd  your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  4th  this  moment;  in 
answer,  thereto,  must  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Teller  &  BnedAer 
were  taken  near  Dobbs  Ferry  in  a  amall  Boat,  laden  with  necesr 
saries,  by  Capt.  Wells  of  ihe  Infantry,  going  to  the  Ehiemy;  as  to 
Snedeker's  Character,  I  am  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  Man, 
tho  the  Generality  of  our  friends  here  look  on  him  as  a  dasger- 
ous  Man,  and  thro  whose  means  most  of  the  People  about  the 
Pond  are  become  disaffected;  being  at  Clarks  Town  the  day  aftei 
he  was  Captured,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  hear  the  Peoples  S€D 
timents  respecting  him;  they  much  feared  his  being  let  out  oi 
Security,  which  they  in  general  eaid,  would  but  answer  a  ba( 
purpose;  all  I  can  say  in  regard  to  Mr.  Teller  is,  that  from  tht 
best  accounts  I  can  collect,  instead  of  going  to  New  York  oi 
Parole  is,  that  he  deserted  his  Parole.  I  would  not  wish  in  th 
least  to  dictate,  tho  as  your  Excellency  requests  my  opinion, 
should  think  it  best  not  to  Suffer  Snedeker  on  parole,  as  his  lif 
will  certainly  be  in  danger.  I  have  had  in  my  power  to  do  some 
thing  with  the  Refuges  on  the  other  side,  but  as  it  is  Impoaeibl 
to  keep  the  Volunteers  from  intirely  ruining  the  Inhabitant 
when  they  get  over  the  river,  I  was  perswaded  not  to  go,  until 
I  could  accjuaint  your  Excellency  with  the  Consequences  like!; 
to  attend.  I  Remain,  with  Sincere  Respect,  Your  Excellencj* 
'^ost  Ob(»d't  Servant,  J.  Lawrence,  Jun'r. 

^  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 
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[No.  2688.] 

THE  SITUATION  VERY  DISTRESSING. 

Three  Feet  of  Snow  on  the  Ch-ound,  Mills  Frozen  Up,  Troops  Suffering 
for  Food,  with  Supplies  Low  and  Prices  High. 

Pokeepsie  6tli  Jan'y  1780. 

Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  two  Letters  of  last  Month.  As 
tlip  (^'ominissioners  of  ConspTacies  have  not  formed  a  Board 
ai  this  Place  since  the  Receipt  of  these  Letters,  I  have  not  boon 
able  to  deliver  them  the  Bonds  they  enclosed,  or  obtain  their 
Heutimonts  with  respect  to  the  Propriety  of  having  the  Subje*  is 
of  this  State,  who  had  joined  the  Enemy  &  have  since  bveu 
made  Prisoners  liberated  &  sent  into  the  State.  I  have  reason, 
however,  to  believe  that,  except  in  some  particular  Instances 
where  Persons  have  been  previously  captured  by  the  Enemy  & 
constrained  to  enter  into  their  Service,  it  will  be  most  agreable 
that  they  Continue  under  the  Direction  of  the  Coram'y  Genl. 
of  Prisoners,  for  Exchange  &  treated  in  every  Respect  as  tlie 
other  Prisoners  of  War.  From  Experience,  we  find  that  those 
who  have  joined  the  Enemy  &  have  deserted  from  them,  &  re- 
turned to  the  Country,  are  by  no  means  profitable  Members  of 
the  Community  &  we  have  no  Reason  to  expect  that  those  who 
we  have  made  Prisoners  will  prove  better.  Besides,  it  is  an 
Indulgence  they  are  by  no  means  entitled  to  &  may  serve  as 
an  Encouragement  to  others  to  be  guilty  of  the  like  Treason- 
able Practices. 

Our  present  situation  is  more  distressing  than  any  Thing  we 
tiave  experienced  since  the  commencement  of  the  War.  It  has 
^^n  with  the  utmost  Difiicully  notwithstanding  the  great  Exer- 
tions of  the  State  that  we  have  been  hitherto  able  to  Evi^d  W\vi 
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TroopR  Htationed  at  the  different  Posts  in  the  Higfalandi  b 
precarious  Hnpplv  hronght  in  daily.  We  hare  now  meta  tb 
Feet  Hnow  on  liie  Oronnd,  &  most  of  the  Mills  in  the  Ooni 
either  Froze  np  or  without  Water,  &  I  am  iBformed  tbst 
Troops  under  the  immediate  Command  of  his  Excellency  O 
W*shinp:ton  is  in  equally  as  disagreable  a  Situation  witk 
spect  to  supplies  of  Provission,  so  that  nnless  some  spirit 
Kxertions  are  made  in  the  Southern  States  to  Feed  the  ai 
at  this  <^>itical  Period  the  Consequences  may  be  fatal. 
Kxhorbitant  Prices  given  in  Philadelphia  for  the  NecesM 
of  Life  win,  in  the  End,  totally  destroy  the  Credit  of  our  Mo 
(hir  Farmers  who  have  hitherto  parted  with  their  Flour  to 

Army  at  £20  pr feel  themselves  much  injured  by  the 

parity  of  the  Prices,  &  will  be  constrained  by  Necessity  to 
sue  the  Kxample  of  their  Neighbours  or  be  ruined.  I  am  hi 
to  learn  that  Congress  are  determined  to  move  from  Phili 
pliia.  I  mil  not  without  hopes  it  may  be  attended  with  8 
giMMl  ('oiiHeqiieiiceH  &  I  wish  an  earlier  Period  had  been  flxe< 
Tlir  (Jriitli'nien  appointed  by  the  Legislature  to  collect 
deiire  (»f  tlir  Kxteiition  of  this  State  over  the  New  Hamps 
<}nnitH«  are  now  employed  in  that  Business  &  by  the  I>a; 
Ni);ned  by  rongn»sH  I  hope  will  be  properly  prepared  to  sup 
our  Hl({litH  lM»ft>n*  tlieni. 

TIm«  Lrji:iHlatuit»  was  to  have  niett  at  Albany  the  4th  Insi 
I  intended  to  liavt*  8t»t  out  for  thai  Place  on  Monday  last 
the  Koads  WW  impassible  \  as  the  Snow  drifts,  I  doubt  n 
whelluM'  tlu\v  will  be  surtiriently  brt»kt»  l»efore  the  middle  of  i 
NVeek.  1  ha\e  not  a  \\\»rd  of  News  worth  communicating!. 
Iiw\e  MO  \vrtaintv  that  the  Knibaikation  of  the  Enemy  at 
fork  \for  \\hu'h  PrejKU*ai*ens  have  t»tH»u  long  makingi  hav 
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et  sailed;  our  best  accounts  about  10  Days  since  were  that  they 
cul  fallen  down  to  the  Hook.  If  they  lay  there  in  the  last 
^now  Storm  we  shall  have  a  good  account  of  them.  Please  ac- 
ept  »f  the  Compliments  of  the  Season  &  off  the  same  with  best 
fiespects  to  Mr.  La  'homedieu  &  believe  me  to  be  with  great 
iegard  your  most  &c.  G.  Clinton, 

rke  hon'ble  Wm.  Floyd,  Esqr. 


[No.  2689.] 

Governor    Clinton    Writes    to    Chancellor   Livingston   on    Sever^al 
Important  Subjects. 

Pokeepsie,  7th  Jan'y  1780. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  delayed  acknowledging  the  Rec't  of  your 
Favours  of  the  24th  &  30th  Nov'r  in  Hopes  of  having  it. in  my 
Power  to  comply  with  your  Request  by  forwarding  an  attested 
Cftpv  of  the  Resolution  authorizing  one  Delegate  to  vote  in 
Congress,  but  the  Clerk  &  Members  of  the  Assembly  being  in 
Albany  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  it.  I  now  inqlose  you 
the  one  delivered  me  by  the  senate  with  the  message  of  the 
Agsembly's  concurrence  thereto  signed  by  the  Presid't  &  at- 
tested by  the  Clerk,  which  I  presume  will  be  suflBcient,  for  if 
we  may  Judge  from  your  Journals,  Congress  do  not  pay  the 
Mrictest  attention  to  Form  in  Matters  of  this  kind. 

1  have  long  suspected  from  Hints  which  have  fallen  from 
Individuals  an  Intention  in  some  of  the  States  to  claim  not  only 
our  Western  Lands  but  the  Forfeited  Estates  also  as  a  Common 
Interest;  and  as  from  Experience,  we  find  Public  Bodies  more 
'fluently  influenced  in  their  Decissions  by  motives  of  Policy 
^  a  desire  of  pleasing  their  immediate  Constitutents  than  by 
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a  Regard  to  Equity,  I  agree  with  you,  that  it  may  be  our  In- 
terest to  give  up  a  Part  of  our  Western  Lands,  if  by  this  we 
shall  be  able  to  Injoy  the  Remainder  free  from  every  Claim. 
On  this  Condition,  I  woud  for  my  own  Part,  be  contented  with 
the  lW»un(lary  described  in  your  Letter,  as  it  would  leave  08 
Territory  nearly  as  Extensive  as  the  Influence  of  OoTenmeDt 
coud  rejuh,  and  beyond  this  I  do  not  for  many  Beaabw-con- 
ceivr  it  to  be  our  Interest  to  hold  Lands. 

The  Lofj^islature  were  to  have  niett  at  Albany  the  4th  Imt. 
bur  we  have  such  an  amazinpj  Body  of  Snow,*  &  mnch  drifted. 
as  to  render  the  Roads  impassible;  as  soon  as  they  are  con- 
vened, I  will  communicate  to  them  your  Sentiments  &  endeavour 
10  juocure  the  necessary  Instructions  to  the  Delegates  on  this 
Subject.  I  despair  of  our  passing  a  I^w  for  opening  a  Liod 
Oflice;  you  are  sensible  many  Members  were  opposed  to  it  from 
diilerent  Motives  at  their  last  Meeting.  The  late  Besolation 
of  Congress  recommending  it  to  the  different  States  who  have 

*Th»  sound,  between  Ix)dr  Island  and  ConnecUcut,  It  almost  froioi  orv  la  tb( 
widest  i)arts;  and  some  persons  havo  passed  over  from  Long  Island  to  Nonmlk  tf' 
other  puns  iu  Connecticut  on  the  ice.  Wood  is  brought  from  Long  Island  to  N<^ 
York  on  sleighs.  It  is  almost  passable  from  Powle's  Hook  to  New  Tork.  RifisglttB'* 
Gazette,  February  16. 

Kxiract  of  a  letter  from   Itcurdi  aux,   dated   Match  30,    1780.   to  WiKUm  Camiehtrl. 

"  1  arrivtd  li^re  the  2Sth  Inst,  in  tlie  HurkukinM,  Johns,  from  Baltlmors,  whlA  V^^ 
I  loft  tho  latter  end  of  Doeeniber,  but  the  ship  having  been  frosen  up  In  tlM  IWect 
for  iMiT  two  months  we  did  not  leave  that  river  till  the  latter  end  of  FMinMrr,  tf' 
finally  ^ot  to  sea  the  L'd  Inst.  The  winter  proved  the  severest  known  in  Amsries.  tu 
e\i«MlinK  that  of  the  >«  ar  1740.  At  I'hiladaphia  the  cold  was  two  degrees  greaCtr  tbaa 
rvt-r  iniM  Ml  he  rod.  The  snows  w<  re  so  groat  and  the  cold  so  Intense  as  to  prertt^ 
iriiv- llii.g  in  almost  any  iii.ii:! .  r.  This  calamity  added  to  the  clrcumstacce  of  a  Con:- 
ml?.-;iry  rM-ntral's  beinj-r  •. ither  di^i-lacvd  or  having  resigned,  snd  leariss  *-* 
ma>:a/i:ii  ■  \'\y  poorly  furnl-hul.  rtdu'rd  our  army  to  very  hard  8tralghl»  T^-"-' 
weio  I'll  d.i>:>  wiihdut  br.  ad,  ai.d  li>  a  St.tur  which  I  saw  from  s  member  of  Con^r** 
wtTi-  tie '-•.•  \Mi:<ls:  'Our  army  wad  f'lur  days  on  half  a  herring  and  a  gill  of  r..t  * 
man  i-t-r  day.'  Our  Assi-mbly.  viz.  that  of  Maryland  was  sitting.  The  Pres:dt'r.:  r^' 
r'(:v«d  a  1.  tr.r  from  his  KM«ii.My,  tJ.  i.eral  Washington,  informing  him  of  the  ^t-"'-' 
of  f.ii-  aimy.  .•.::«1  n:p:ini:  a  sp.  <-(ly  supply  of  prcvi>-ious.  They  Immediately  made  ar.  -^  ' 
autl.f.!!/.' !■.  •:..■  i:\if\jiiv.-  jiiw.r  i.i  -.  !/.<.  o::  all  stores  and  provisions  thvy  could  fi'-* 
any  wli.  II  !•■  '.!:■  .-i.-ti-.  whi- h  wa;-  ai  i  (.iiliij;;ly  put  in  ev«  cution,  and  largo  suppl.'"*  *"* 
.V.  r-  'l-ij.  kl..  t.i:;-.  t'll  ai!il  forwaid.d 
lauii-  av^ay  a-   ■  ".ild  b'-  wifclod  f..r.' 
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ssed  such  Laws  to  repeal  them  &c.  will  confirm  those  Gentle- 
?n  in  their  opposition  tho  perhaps  it  affords  the  most  con- 
isiTe  Arguments  in  favour  of  the  Measure. 
I  have  not  felt  equal  Distress  at  the  Situation  of  our  Affairs 
anv  Period  since  the  Commencement  of  the  War.  Notwith- 
anding  the  great  Exertions  made  by  this  State  it  is  with  the 
most  Difficulty  we  Feed  the  Troops  stationed  at  &  in  the 
icinity  of  the  Posts  in  the  Highlands.  They  have  been  fre- 
lontly  Days  together,  without  Bread  &  now  subsist  on  a  pre- 
irious  Supply  daily  brought  into  them  &  I  am  informed  the 
rmy  at  Morris  Town  are  in  the  same  disagreable  Situation, 
ur  public  Magazines  are  intirely  exhausted  and  owing  to  an 
ctraordinary  Drought,  it  is  with  difficulty  that  the  Commis- 
iries  can  have  the  Wheat  that  has  been  collected  from  the 
armers  in  Consequence  of  our  Laws  manufactured,  &  which 
ith  the  greatest  Oeconemy  will  not  be  more  than  sufficient 
0  subsist  the  Troops  till  the  first  of  March;  and  by  the  Ex- 
orbitant Prices  which  is  exacted  for  the  Necessaries  of  Life 
n  the  Neighbouring  States,  our  Money  is  so  reduced,  that  I 
ear  it  will  not  purchase  a  further  Supply.  Indeed,  if  the  last 
>ops  have  been  equally  bad  in  the  Neighbouring  States  as  in 
this,  I  apprehend  a  Real  Scarcity,  to  prevent  which  I  submit 
it  to  you  whether  the  Commissaries  ought  not  to  be  directed 
to  purchase  a  Proportion  of  Rye  &  Indian  Corn  &  grind  it  up 
^ith  the  Wheat  for  the  Troops.  The  Bread  iivill  be  equally 
^liolsome  &  Sweet  &  it  will  answer.  If  this  is  necessary,  it 
^»Qght  to  be  done  immediately  as  the  Meal  will  not  keep  so  well 
in  Warm  Weather  &  because  the  Country  will  soon  be  drained 
^f  those  Articles  for  Forrage.  As  I  have  a  good  Oppinion  of 
yoir  Plan  for  restoring  the  Credit  of  our  Money,  I  am  auxvow^ 
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to  see  it  c«irried  into  Execution;  I  wish  to  have  it  before  tk 
rising  of  the  Legislature. 

Afy  Accounts  from  New  York  are  so  uncertain  as  not  to  be 
worth  communicating;  by  3  Hessian  Deserters  who  came  ttm. 
Fort  Washington  &  arrived  at  Genl.  Heath^s  Quarters  theSlit 
Ultimo,  the  Embarkation  for  which  the  Enemy  have  long  beet 
preparing  had  fallen  do^-n  to  the  Hook  where  I  hope  they  kite 
mett  the  late  Snow  Storm,  where  the  old  Sailors  tell  me  they 
will  have  a  most  dangerous  Berth. 

My  best  Respects  to  Mr.  Morris.  I  believe  I  owe  him  a  Letter 
or  two  but  I  have  nothing  worth  writing  him  at  present.  MrL 
Clinton  joins  with  Compliments  of  the  Season  to  yourself  t 
Mrs.  Livingston.  I  am,  D'r  (Sir)  with  great  Regard  your  Most 
Obed't  Scrv't  G:  Clinton. 

The  hon'ble  Robt.  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chancellor  &c.  in  Con- 
gress. 


From  New  York  2l8t  Febry.  1780,  General  James  Pattison 
wrotr  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton: 

Sir.  Your  f^xcellency  had  no  sooner  taken  your  Departure 
from  the  Hook  than  the  Frost  redoubled  its  Efforts  to  shut 
up  the  Xavij^ation  of  this  Tort  from  the  Sea,  which  was  by  the 
Assistaure  of  a  heavy  fall  of  Snow,  effected  in  three  Days  Time 
— The  Severity  of  tin*  Weather  incn^ased  to  that  Degree  thaC 
by  the  Middh*  of  January  all  <\»mmunications  with  this  C\XJ* 
by  Wat<'r.  wt'ir  iiitin*ly  rnt  off,  and  as  many  New  Ones  oiK?Dt^« 
by  the  Icf.  Tho  rassa;:^  of  thr  North  River  to  Paulus  Hook 
was  about  th»*  l!Mli  ]»ia(tirabl«-  for  the  heaviest  r'annon;  l^ro- 
ons  \v«M»-  Transport «m1  from  h<nr«*  to  Staten  Island  n\*^^ 
;hs,  and  a  Ihtarhiiunt  nf  <'avalry  from  thence  marcheil  ^** 
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Kew  York,  over  the  ice. — The  East  River  to  Brooklyn  was  like- 
%rise  for  many  Days  blocked  up. 

'"^I^hns  circumstanced,  Sir,  this  City  was  laid  open  on  many 
indes  to  an  Attack  from  an  enterprizing  Enemy,  and  notwith- 
rtahding  the  unsuccessful!  Attempt  they  made  upon  Staten 
Island,  on  the  14th  Jan'y,  it  was  nevertheless  strongly  reported 
that  Genl.  Washington  was  meditating  a  great  Stroke  upon  New 
York,  with  his  whole  Force,  by  different  Attacks,  and  although 
the  Undertaking  wou'd  have  been  perhaps  too  daring  &  unwar- 
rantable,  yet  the  repeated  Intelligence  we  received  of  the  many 
Preparations  they  were  making  for  that  Purpose,  forbid  the 
absolute  Disbelief  of  such  a  Plan  being  under  Contemplation, 
I  therefore  thought  it  a  favorable  Occasion  to  put  to  the  Test 
the  Sincerity  of  the  Professions  contained  in  the  Citizens  Ad- 
dress to  me  of  the  17th  Nov'r — Requesting  to  be  put  in  Military 
Array,  as  I  might  thereby  further  add  to  the  Defence  &  Security 
of  this  City  and  Garrison — I  submitted  the  Propriety  &  Ex- 
pediency of  the  Measure  to  Genl.  Tryon,  and  as  it  met  with  his 
entire  Approbation  and  Concurrence,  I  did  not  hesitate,  having 
taken  the  Sense  too  of  some  of  the  Principal  Inhabitants  to 
Bsne  a  Proclamation,  of  which  I  beg  Leave  to  enclose  a  Copy, 
'allinjr  forth  the  Citizens  to  embody  and  to  enroll  themselve«s, 
Wilder  such  Oflficors,  as  should  be  appointed  to  Command  them. 
^he  Chearfulness  and  Alacrity,  with  which  it  was  universally 
omply'd  with,  exceeded  all  Expectation,  and  in  the  short  Space 
^t  Seven  Day's  after  the  Proclaniation,  we  had  the  Pleasure  to 
^e  40  Companies  from  the  Wards  of  the  City  enrolled,  Officer'd 
•^d  under  Arms,  to  the  Number  of  2660,  many  of  the  most 
^speefable  Inhabitants  serving  in  the  Ranks  of  each  Company, 

^Above  ^ihe  hundred  are  arm'd  at  their  own  Expense,  and  the 
29 
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whole  were  desirous  of  the  same,  if  there  had  been  a  aollk 
Number  of  Firelocks  in  Town  for  Sale,  but  that  not  being 
Case,  it  became  necessary  to  supply  the  Deficiency  from 
King*s  Stores. — They  were  deliyered  however  as  a  Loan,  i 
the  Condition  of  each  Captain  making  himaelf,  under  his  H 
responsible  for  returning  to  Government,  when  called  npon, 
Number  he  received,  or  paying  a  half  Joe  for  each,  if  requi 
The  Officers  appointed  to  these  Companies  are  all  Person 
known  &  approved  Principles,  and  I  am  well  assured  that 
Number  of  doubtful  Characters  amongst  the  whole  Militi 
but  very  trifling,  and  as  those  few  are  blended  in  the  Ri 
with  the  many,  who  may  be  rely'd  on,  I  hope  it  may  be 
sumed  that  they  can  do  less  Mischief  under  Arms,  than  if 
to  lurk  in  their  own  Dwellings.  The  laudable  Spirit  of  Zei 
Loyalty,  being  happily  raised,  quickly  diffused  itself  amoi 
all  Orders  of  thorn. — The  several  public  Departments  vied  y 
each  other,  who  should  be  most  forward  in  offiering  their 
vices,  to  embody  as  Volunteers — I  readily  accepted  their  od 
and  formed  them  into  Companies  accordingly. — The  Old 
unteer  City  Companies  likewise  augmented  their  Numlwrs. 
in  a  very  few  Days  they  appeared  all  together  under  Ai 
most  of  them  Cloathed  in  Uniform,  at  their  own  Expence. 


[No.  2690.] 
Commissary  of  Prisoners   Skinner  Embarrassed, 
D'r  Sir,  The  inclosed  contains  a  pass  for  Drummond  and 
two  other  Officers  on  Parole  at  Albany  to  pa*8  to  Fish  Kil 
the  way  to  New  York. 
J  find  mvself  embarrassi^d  in  this  Business,  as  I  have  no  pe 
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te  to  in  Albany,  aud  as  these  fellows  should  pay  their 

I  Debts  before  they  set  out. 

1  I  a43k  the  favor  of  you  to  forward  this  Letter  in  such  way 

think  beet?    I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  it,  and  am,  with 

reepect,  your  mo.  Ob.  Hum.  serv't 

Ab'm  Skinner,  Com.  Genl.  Pris. 
7th  Jan'y  1780. 


[No.  2691.] 

The  Troops  Suffering  for  Clothing. 

Camp  near  Morristown  Jan'y  9th  1780. 

I  wrote  you  on  the  twenty  first  of  Deeem'r  last  informing 

hat   the  cloathing  received  from  you  and  the  Oloathier 

pal,  would  not  niear  supply  the  Troops  of  the  State,  desiring 

>  collect  as  soon  as  possible  the  several  articles  you  expected, 

e  by  this  time  you  have  them  ready,  as  the  Troops  are  really 

ping.     On  receipt  of  this,  write  me  what  you  have  on  hand 

^hat  you  expect;  in  a  short  time  Shirts  Stockings  and  shoes 

aost  wanted. 

iill  be  up  to  receive  them  soon;  I  wish  they  could  be  packed 

)xes  or  Hogsheads  as  they  are  liable  to  be  stolen  from  small 

s     I  am,  Sir,  your  very  Hum'e  Servant 

Jas.  Black,  C\v  N.  Y. 
S.  No  newe  worth  transmitting. 

r  rurtendus,  Esqr. 


[No.  2692.] 
turn  of  Colonel  Cantinc's  Regiment  of  Militia,  lister  County. 
Return  of  my  Regim't  Exclusive  of  those  who  have  men  in 
'-'ontinantual  Battalions  Raised  under  the  Directions  of  this 
e  During  the  War. 
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John  Cantine,  Colo. 


[No.  2093.] 
Josiah    Throop  Files    a    Memorial    tcith    the    Govenwr   and  t 

Legislature. 

To  his  Excellency  The  Governor,  And  the  Honourable  The  SeraU  and  AsMmblj  flit 

State  of  New  York. 

The  Memorial  of  Josiah  Throop  Most  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Memorialist  had  resided  in  Nova  Scotia  for  Several  years  and  was  tc  C« 
petent  circumstances  &.  in  good  Bussiness  when  the  present  troubles  began,  that  •• ! 
received  his  birth  and  Eklucation  in  America  he  felt  a  Prejudice  for  his  Nill 
Country:  But  on  viewing  the  Nature  of  the  Conteat  and  Seeing  the  Arbitrary  cxotM 
of  tho  Civil  Authority  there,  he  was  more  impelld  by  the  Principles  of  Justice  I 
manity  &  Benevolence  than  National  Prejudice,  to  take  the  first  Opportanlcr :: 
declare  him  Self  on  the  Side  of  America.  Accordingly  on  the  first  of  Novemb^  fl 
with  a  Spirited  party  of  Brave  men,  Chiefly  his  Neighbours,  he  made  an  attact'j 
Fort  Cumberland  which  was  garrisoned  with  about  three  Hundred  British  SoMM 
But  finding  it  Impracticable  to  take  it  without  Canon  or  the  risk  of  many  livih 
Committee  was  Chosen,  and  your  Memorialist  Sent  to  Boston  for  Asaiftance;  u 
Brought  off  with  him,  their  Chief  Ehiginier.  their  Head  Doctor,  their  ChapplalB.| 
Capt.  Several  under  oflicers,  and  forty  two  privates,  prissoners,  and  thirteen  d«scfM 
in  a  veesel  Capturerd  from  them,  and  got  Safe  to  Boston:  where  the  Gecersl  CM 
on  your  Memorialist's  Application  took  us  under  Protection  and  granted  the  AislM 
desired,  but  before  it  could  be  forwarded  a  letter  Sent  to  your  Memorlalisn  thUB 
the  woods  by  two  Indians.  Advised  that  the  Albany,  Man  of  War,  bad  arived  at  Oi 
berland  landed  a  number  of  Marines  and  field  pieces  and  broke  up  our  party:  jl 
your  Memorialist's  House  and  other  Buildings  were  burnt,  his  Stock  and  other  Mi 
Plui:dered.  his  family  distrest  to  wretchedness.  And  him  Self  being  Immediatly  AiB 
tised  there,  and  an  Hundred  pound  Sterling  offered  for  his  head,  he  thouiEht  Hi 
prudrnt  to  return;  that  he  has  ever  Since  resided  in  these  States,  absent  fro«  I 
family:  that  be  has  with  Zeal  and  Assiduity  laboured  with  the  Great  and  Oai| 
Congress,  with  his  Excellency  General  Washington  and  with  the  Court  of  Koeta 
procure  an  Expedition  to  Nova  Scotia:  that  he  obtained  a  Brigade  to  be  raised  tm^ 
purpose,  but  it  was  disbanded  on  tho  approach  of  General  Burgoyne's  Army:  tWl 
has  Since  received  repeated  encouragement,  but  has  not  been  able  to  effect  wN|;^ 
now  dispares  of  Seeing  accomplished,  without  the  assistance  of  a  Respeetable  ii 
that  as  he  iias  enterUiincd  hopes  of  returning  with  an  army,  he  h«a  neglected  tffl 
iiiK  in  any  lucrative  bussiness  though  he  has  not  wanted  Opportunity,  had  bt  ■■ 
l'>.n    aa   lagir    in   persult   ot   gam   aa  tor  Itvfc  T«W«t  of   the  diatreet  Sufferere  la!* 


Public  Papers  of  Ge>orge  Clinton.  453 

and  for  the  Glorious  Cause  of  Liberty  in  general;  his  three  years  Banishment 

his    family    having    been    employed    in    Soliciting    for    them;    in    attending    on 

Expeditions  as  a  Volenteer.  and  at  intervals  at  teaching  School;  that  by  late 

from   his  fahiily  be  hears  that  the  present   Governor   of  Nova  Scotia  will   let 

families   as  are   So   minded,    remove   from   there,   and   that  your   Memorialist's 

illy  have  built  an  House  and  are  allowed  to  possess  and  occupy  his  lands;    and 

desireous  to  remove   his   wife  and  part  of   his  family  to  this  State  and  to  let 

Sons  that  are  of  age,  tarry  and  keep  his  remaining  intrest  till  the  present  afairs 

Settled. 

therefore.   Prays  that  your  Excellency  and  your  Honours  would  Please  to  take 
Oase  into  your  Wise  Consideration,  and  according  to  your  wonted  Clemency  to  your 
ts;   your  known   Benevolence  to   mankind;   and  your  Benificehce  to   the  dis- 
,  bestow  upon  him   Some  forfeited  farm  or  Consider  him  in  the  purchase  of  one 
itKk  the  manner  or  time  of  payment — or  Grant  him   Such   other  Encouragement  or 
ince  in  removing  his  family  to  this  State  as  to  your  Excellency  Shall  Seem  fit. 
for  your  Excellency  and  your  Honours  your  Memoiialist  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall 
Pray.  Josiah  Throop. 

y,  Jan'y  10th  1780. 


[No.  2G94.] 

CRITICAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

^t^ffress  Appeal  to  the  Northern  States  at  the  Suggestion  of  Wash- 
ington on  Inform<ition  Supplied  hy  Subordinates  Relative  to  the 

Scarcity  of  Food. 

Philadelphia  January  12th  1780. 

J^     Sir,  You  will  receive  herewith  enolos'd  an  act  of  Congress  of 

i  day  together  with  Extracts  of  three  Letters  to  which  the  act 

iters.    These  I  am  directed  to  lay  before  the  Legislature  of  New 

Pork  or  in  their  receas,  before  your  Excellency  in  Council;  as 

>  the  other  States  therein  mentioned,  and  to  urge  in  the  most 

sing  manner  that  Immediate  supplies  of  provision  be  by  those 

veral  States  sent  to  the  army. 

After  the  facts  stated  in  the  papers  enclosed,  perswasion  &  im- 

tunity  seems  unnecessary.     The  army  must  soon  disband  un- 

supplied  with  provisions.     That  cannot  be  obtained  at  the 

&nt  conjuncture  of  affairs  without  the  aid  of  the  several 

ittes  now  called  upon.    The  Country  abounds  with  the  necessary 

iconrces  but  private  gain  seems  the  only  object  of  too  many 

idiyidnals  without  any  concern  for  the  public  safety. 


the  States  is  absolutely  necessary  to  afford  Buppli 

time  as  matters  are  put  in  a  proper  train  which  I 

be  long.    I  hare  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatesl 

Exc'ye  h'ble  Serv't 

Sam.  Huntington, 
His  Exc'y  Gov'r  Clinton. 


In  Ck)ngre68,  Jan'y 

The  Com'ee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  < 

from  Gen.  Washington  inclosing  a  letter  of  the  3 

Flint,  Asst.  Commissary,  and  one  of  the  4th  fron 

Irwine  brought  in  a  report  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letters  as  far  a 
the  distress  of  the  army  from  the  want  of  proviBioD 
all  possible  dispatch  to  the  Legislatures,  or  in  thei 
Supreme  Executive  Councils  of  the  States  of  Con 
York,  Pensylvania  and  Delaware,  and  that  they  b 
urged  in  the  most  pressing  manner  to  eend  imme 
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"  It  gives  me  extreme  pain  that  I  shonld  still  be  holding  op 
)  Congress  our  wants,  on  the  Score  of  Provision,  when  I  am 
mvinced  they  are  doing  all  they  can  for  our  relief;  duty  and 
?cessity  however  constrain  me  to  do  it. 

^^  The  inclosed  copies  of  Letters  from  Mr.  Flint,  the  AsBistant 
>mmissary  and  from  Genl.  Irvine,  who  commands  at  present 
ir  advanced  Troops,  contain  a  just  Representation  of  our 
tuation.  To  add  to  our  Diflficulties,  I  very  much  fear  that 
e  late  violent  Snow  Storm  has  so  blocked  up  the  Roads,  that 
will  be  some  days  before  the  scanty  Supplies  in  this  Quarter 
n  be  brought  to  camp.  The  Troops,  both  Oflficers  &  men  have 
>rne  their  distress,  with  a  patience  scarcely  to  be  conceived, 
any  of  the  latter  have  been  four  or  five  Days  without  meat 
itirely,  and  short  of  Bread  and  none  but  on  very  scanty  Sup- 
ies.  Some  for  their  preservation,  have  been  compelled  to 
araud  and  rob  from  the  Inhabitants  and  I  have  it  not  in  my 
)wer  to  punish  or  to  repress  the  practice.  If  our  condition 
ould  not  undergo  a  very  speedy  &  considerable  change  for 
e  better,  it  will  be  difficult  to  point  out  all  the  consequences 
at  may  ensue.  About  forty  of  the  cattle  mentioned  by  Mr. 
int  got  in  last  Night." 


Colonel  Flint  to  Washington  on  the  Supply  of  Food. 
Sir,  I  have  frequently  within  these  few  days  acquainted  Col. 
imilton  with  my  prospects  of  supplies,  and  thought  I  had  good 
tbority  for  all  I  communicated  yet  I  now  find  the  event  does 
t  precisely  agree  with  what  I  foretold. 

\h  soon  as  I  was  informed  that  there  wou'd  be  a  failure  of 
ef  cattle  from  the  Eastward,  I  used  the  most  probable 
thods  of  procuring  a  supply  from  this  State,  and  I  had  reason 
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to  suppose  a  sufficiency  could  be  collected  to  serve  the 
several  weeks;  proper  persons  were  employed  to  explore 
part  of  this  State;  they  reported  at  first  rather  Indefinitel; 
as  soon  as  it  was  known  they  could  expect  no  immediate 
of  money,  their  resources  drew  to  a  point,  and  they  infMvA 
nie  with  exactness  what  they  were  able  to  afford. 

Upon  a  calculation  it  appeared  their  suceonrs  would 
us  nearly  to  the  middle  of  the  present  month.     They  gave 
assurances  of  sending  on  the  supplies  they  had,  immediately, 
and  from  the  distance  I  had  reason  to  expect  considerable  before 
this  time,  but  it  does  not  yet  come  and  the  army  are  almort 
perishing  for  want. 

It  distresses  me  exceedingly  that  I  am  obliged  to  make  Ihii 
report,  but  I  must  mention  facts,  my  expectations  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ublf. 

From  Mr.  Hooper,  Sussex  County,  Salt  meat  4'iO 

From  Pittstown  TiO 

From  ye  Counties  Middlesex  &  Somerset  'IM 

Total  7(»0 

At  the  North  river  are  cattle  'M 

In  the  County  of  Orange  130 

In  Suss(»x  at  least  '^ 

In  care  of  Mr.  Dunham  say  j( 

Total  42i 

Our  distresses  are  known  to  the  several  i)ersons  who  hate 
eharjxe  of  the  foregoing  ])rovisions,  and  I  am  persuaded  thet 
will  leave  nothing  undone  to  forward  them.  I  have  no  absoltttt 
(lejiendenee  on  any  further  sufiplies  of  meat  than  are  mentioneJ 


Public  Papbrs  of  George  Clinton.  457 

Dve;  the  purchasers  here  say  they  cou'd  buy  cattle  if  they 
money,  of  which  I  can  neither  give  nor  promise  them  any, 

r^there  is  not  the  least  prospect  that  any  adequate  sums  of 

iney  will  be  furnished  the  Department  and  our  credit  is  totally 

iiansted. 

With  respect  to  bread  I  can  only  say  that  there  is  grain  in 
:|p«at  number  of  mills  in  this  State  which  is  getting  ready  as 
fyUst  as  possible  and  will  not  be  detained  unnecessarily.  I  have 
no  more  bread  at  present  in  Camp  than  will  serve  the  troops 
tomorrow.  I  fear  the  storm  will  keep  the  waggons  from  mov- 
ing ai3  well  as  the  cattle  from  travelling.     I  am  &c. 

Royal  Flint,  A.  Com'y  Purchases. 
Morristown  Jan^y  3d  1780. 

Oenl.  Washington. 

(Copy) 


General  William  Irvine  to  Washington. 

Crane's  Mills  Jan'y  4th  1780. 

Sir,  When  I  wrote  your  Excellency  the  1st  Inst.  I  had  hope 
that  I  should  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  about  pro- 
vision, but  I  was  mistaken,  for,  notwithstanding,  repeated 
promisses  from  the  Commissary  here,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
get  more  than  one  day's  bread  since  I  came  here,  except  some 
buckwheat  and  a  little  corn;  this  1  borrowed  from  the  Inhabit- 
lints,  and  was  obliged  to  promise  to  pay  them  in  kind;  they  have 
been  very  hospitable  but  seeing  little  prospect  of  being  paid,  my 
credit  begins  to  run  low,  and  they  make  a  thousand  apologys 
particularly  scarcity  for  their  families. 

Jfy  outguards  croud  Expresses  on  me,  complaining  of. want, 
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to  suppose  a  sufBciency  could  be  collected  to  senre  tbei 
several  weeks;  proper  persons  were  employed  to  expleiei 
part  of  this  State;  they  reported  at  first  rather  Indeflnitd; 
as  soon  as  it  was  known  they  could  expect,  no  ijnmediftte 
of  money,  their  resources  drew  to  a  point,  and  they  iafi 
me  with  exactness  what  they  were  able  to  aflFord. 

Upon  a  calculation  it  appeared  their  succours  would 
us  nearly  to  the  middle  of  the  present .  month.  They  ga 
assurances  of  sending  on  the  supplies  they  had,  immed 
and  from  the  distance  I  had  reason  to  expect  considerable 
this  time,  but  it  does  not  yet  come  and  the  army  are  i 
perishing  for  want. 

It  distresses  me  exceedingly  that  I  am  obliged  to  mal 
report,  but  I  must  mention  facts,  my  expectations  are 
lows: 

From  Mr.  Hooper,  Sussex  County,  Salt  meat 

From  Pittstown 

From  ye  Counties  Middlesex  &  Somerset 

Total 

At  the  North  river  are  cattle 
In  the  County  of  Orange 
In  Sussex  at  least 
In  care  of  Mr.  Dunham  say 

Total 

Our  distresses  are  known  to  the  several  persons  wh 
charge  of  the  foregoing  provisions,  and  I  am  persuade 
will  leave  nothing  undone  to  forward  them.  I  have  no  a 
dependence  on  any  further  supplies  of  meat  than  are  mei 
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hi*  desire  of  going  into  the  Continantal  Lines  in  [  ]*  with  his  aged  Father,  and  of 

his  obtaining  Permlslon  of  the  Commandant  of  the  City  of  New  York  for  that  purpose. 
And  in  order  to  Remove  (in  Some  measure)  any  Suspitions  that  may  arise  on  his 
coming  out,  ask'd  the  favour  of  me,  certify  such  matters  Respecting  his  general  conduct 
within  these  Lines,  as  I  must  naturally  be  possest  of  from  my  Long  confinement  on 
this  Island,  and  being  quartered  most  of  the  time  near  his  brother  Cary  Ludlow,  Esqr. 
with  whome  he  Lodg'd.  I  can,  therefore,  Informe  your  Eixcellency,  that  I  have  Lived 
Dear  two  years  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  said  Ludlow's  Lodgings,  and  am  well  assur'd 
tliat  he  has  taken  no  active  part;  on  the  contrary  has  been  Livini^  a  Retir'd  Life;  that 
he  has  made  Repeated  applycations  to  go  out,  but  never  accomplished  his  wishes  untill 
now,  I,  therefore,  beg  Leave  to  Recommend  the  said  James  Ludlow  to  your  E<?ccel- 
lency's  notice  and  protection.  I  am,  with  due  Respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obed't 
BOinble  Ser't  Wm.  Allison. 

Hla  £«xcellency  O.  Clinton. 

January  ye  15th  1780.    During  my  confinment  here  I  have  had  an  opertunety  of  seeing 

Mr.  Lodlow  and  hearing  hie  eharector,  by  which  it  appears  to  me  he  is  a  falthfull  friend 

to  American  liberty,  and  prays  that  your  Excellency  woold  treat  him  as  such.    I  beg 

leave  to  subscribe  my  self  your  E«xcellencyes,  Very  obediant  humble  Sarv't 

_,    _      -  _  _,,  ^  James  McClaghry. 

His  Excelency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2696.] 
Military  and  Legislative  Affairs. 

Fishkill  21  Jan.  1780. 

Dear  Sir,  Before  this  will  reach  you,  I  am  to  suppose  from  the 
various  accounts  we  have  had  here,  that  at  Albany,  Staten 
Island,  with  all  its  dependencies,  are  now  in  our  possession 
and  the  Troops  thereon  Prisoners. 

General  Green  in  a  letter  dated  16th,  acquaints  me  that  Lord 

Stirling  was  on  Staten  Island  with  about  3000  men,  but  that  he 

had  not  then  learnd  the  success  of  his  enterprize.     I  have  heard 

no  other  news  relative  to  that  matter  that  can  be  positively 

depended  on.     I  am  w'h  the  greatest  respect,  Dear  Sir,  your 

most  obed't  Se't 

Udny  Hay. 
Governour  Clinton. 

Be  so  good  as  lett  me  know  at  what  time  it  is  probable  there 

Will  be  a  sufficient  number  of  members  for  each  of  the  Houses 

to  begin  business. 

•MSS.  torn. 
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Jan'y  24  1780  AlbMj. 

D'r  Sir,  I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  2lBt  Inst,  and  after 
deliberately  considering  the  Contents  of  it,  have  conciaded  ttat 
you  are  certainly  endued  with  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  an  accooBt 
of  the  Reduction  of  Staten  [Island]  hav'g  arrived  previous  tt 
my  Rec't  of  your  Letter. 

A  Legislature  is  not  yet  convened;  the  Assembly  yesterdif 

wanted  two  Members,  the  Senate  one;  but  if  you  bring  Sir  Jimei 

Jay*  with  you  the  latter  Body  will  be  complete. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Udny  Hay.] 


[No.  2697.] 
Clothing  for  the  Troops — Captain  Black's  Pay  Inadequate. 

Camp  near  MorrictowQ.  Jan'y  2M  11* 
Sir,  Inclosed  I  send  your  Excellency  a  return  of  the  cloathln^  deUrered  to.  and  i 
ing  to  compleat  the  non  commlssion'd  Officers  and  prlTates  now  belonging  to  the  Tflk 
Brigade.  I  expect  to  receive  more  in  a  few  days,  but  not  a  full  supply.  Breeches,  ShiitH 
and  Stockings,  are  most  wanted.  It  is  probable  that  by  depending  altogether  oa  tH  | 
Continental  purchasers,  for  cloathing  the  Troops  will  not  be  well  sapplled.  I  wrote  •  I 
the  Olouthicr  General  to  know,  if  I  could  receive  cloathing  for  the  OfDcers.  agrefsMi 
to  a  Resolve  cf  Congrcfss,  of  the  Twenty-flfth  of  November  last,  but  has  not  rK.lf^ 
an  answer.  The  Jersey  Officers  have  received  theirs  already  from  the  Sute.  tsA  J 
believe  none  of  the  states  will  be  backward  in  purchasing,  as  it  is  a  Conticeoui  ES' 
pence.    The  York  Officers  should  be  as  speedily  supply'd  aa  any  others. 

Colonel  Cortlai:dt  informd  me  that  he  has  transmitted  to  your  Excellency  an  arcoo^ 
of  what  the  Troops  of  several  states  n^ceive  above  the  Continental  allowance.  I  i^ 
with  respect  Sir  your  Extelleucy's  most  Obed't  Hum'e  Serv't 

Jas.  Black. 
His  Excell»Micy  Governor  Clinton. 

P.  S.  The-  State  Cloathiera  being  mostly  absent  from  camp  I  cannot  obtain  an  aecou^ 
of  the  pay  tht  y  receive— mine  is  such  that  I  cannot  well  leave  camp  when  boila^ 
calls,  a.s  one  month's  pay  is  not  equal  to  the  cxpence  of  five  days'  traveling. 


•Sir  James  Jay,  John  Jay's  older  brother,  was  bom  in  New  York  City.  October  ^* 
1731*.  studied  medicine  and  was  knighted  while  on  a  visit  to  London  la  ITC  He  !•* 
turiud  to  New  York  before  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution,  was  instrumental  In  tB^ 
adopt. r)n  (^f  the  New  York  Ai  t  of  Attainder  and  was  confined  in  the  New  York  prtsi^ 
lt\it  N\as  r«  l«as' d  hy  Sir  Guy  (^arleton  in  17R2.  Ho  was  the  author  of  several  pamphM^ 
H^  (Jl-d  It.  ?p:lrcntl«l.  New  Jersey,  October  20.  1815.— STATE  HISTORIAN. 


Public  Papers  op  Gejorgb  Clinton.  461 

[No.  2698.] 
CAPTURE  OF  COLONEL  HATFIELD. 

His  Conquerors  Cut  to  Pieces  hy  a  DeUwhnient  of  British  Light 
Horse — The  Case  of  Mr.  Tobias. 

Headquarters  Highlands,  Jan.  24  1780. 

Sir,  The  last  evening  one  Joseph  Tobias  a  prisoner  of  war 

was  sent  to  my  quarters  by  the  commanding  officer  on  the  lines. 

Tobias  was  coming  from  New  York,  where,  it  seems,  he  had 

been  on  parole  by  permission  of  Mr.  Philip  Pell,  Jur.,  State 

commissary  of  Prisoners  to  procure  an  Exchange  for  one  Gabriel 

Baquaw.    He  (Tobias)  was  bringing  out  the  articles  Specefied 

on   the  enclosed  memorandum,   which  were  Siezed  &  are  at 

present  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Justice  Requaw.    Such  infamous 

practices  can  only  be  broken  by  great  vigilance,  and  confiscation 

of  the  articles  taken.    Two  or  three  of  the  articles  are  claimed 

by  Tobias  as  his  own  property.    He  has  also  on  a  Scarlet  coat 

_.   with  green  Lapels  and  two  Silver  Epaulets,  and  in  his  pockets 

3  a  sum  of  hard  money.    I  have  order'd  him  on  to  Poughkeepsie. 

_      The  beginning  of  last  week  about  80  militia,  one  half  from 

I  Colo.   Mead's  Regt.   at  Horseneck,   under  command  of  Capt. 

Eeeler  &  forty  volunteers  from  Greenwich,  under  the  command 

of  Capt.  Lockwood,  march'd  in  the  afternoon  for  Morrisania 

with  a  design  to  surprize  &  take  Colo.  Hatfield;*  they  arrived 

•January  18.  [1780]-^Earl7  this  morning,  a  detachment  of  rebel  militia,  collected  from 
Uie  neighborhood  of  Horseneck,  under  the  command  of  a  Captaiu  Lioclcwood,  attacked 
%  house  between  King's  Bridge  and  De  Lancey'a  Mills,  in  which  Lieutenant-Colonel 
^•tfield.  Major  Huggerford,  Captain  Kiftip,  a  quarter-master  and  ten  private  refugees 
^  the  lieutenant-colonel's  corps,  were  quartered;  the  ^ouse  being  bravely  defended 
ftor  fifteen  minutes,  the  rebels  were  enabled  to  set  fire  to  It,  from  their  having  gained 
VmiGiolo'n  of  the  ground  floor;  in  consequence  of  which,  this  small  party  were  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of  abandoning  their  post,  and  laying  down  their  arms;  they  were,  of 
bourse,  taken  prisoners,  and  the  enemy  immediately  began  their  retreat. 

Major  Huggerford  soon  after  effected  his  escape,  and  returning,  formed  a  small  body 
fkf  refugees,  consisting  of  thirty-five  dragoons  and  twenty-eight  infantry,  under  the 
Command  of  Captain  Purdy.  Instantly  pursuing  the  rebels  with  this  detachment.  The 
infantry  took  post  upon  the  heights  beyond  Eastchester,  and  the  mounted,  consisting 
^tf  Comet  Hilat,  Adjutant  Pugsley,  two  sergeants,  and  twenty-nine  privates,  under  the 
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at  the  place  a  little  after  one  the  next  morning^  attacks 

picket,  killed  3  and  drove  thei  others  in,  march'd  to  the  I 

where  Hatfield  was,  who,  with  his  men  took  to  the  chai 

and  kept  up  a  fire  down  stairs  and  out  at  the  windowi 

militia  behaved  with  great  Bravery,  call'd  to  Hatfleld  tc 

render  or  they  would  Set  fire  to  the  House,  which  the] 

Hatfield  &  his  men  jumping  out  at  the  windows.    The  n 

brought  off  prisoners  Lt.  Colo.  Hatfield,  1  Capt'n,  1  Lie 

Quarter  Master  &  11  privates  which  are  in  safe  custody. 

.  militia  after  conducting  this  enterprise  with  much  addres 

gallantry  imprudently  loitered  in  their  retreat,  were  pursi 

overtaken  by  a  party  of  light  Horse,  a  number  of  them  e 

ingly  cut,  and,  from  the  best  intelligence  I  have  receive 

tween  30  &  40  taken  prisoners. 

The  detachment  that  lately  made  a  descent  on  Staten  1 

were  not  so  fortunate  as  to  possess  themgelves  of  the  wor 

have  not  learnt  the  particulars.    I  believe  a  few  priaonere 

taken  on  both  sides.    I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  gr 

respect  your  Excellency's  most  obed't  Serv't 

W.   He; 
His  Excellenev  Governor  Clinton. 


An  Inventory  of  a  number  of  goods  taken  with  the  Pris< 
2  Pieces  of  Chintz  17  yd.  each:  1  Do  Callico;  1  Do  Ben  Dai 
1  Do  Gauz;  1  Dozen  Cot  ten  handkerchiefs;  3  yards  of 

Sent  to  Messrs.  Neucom;  , 

— 

command  of  Lieutenant  Kipp.  continued  the  pursuit,  and  canM  up  with  th4 
between  New  Hochelle  and  Mamaroneck,  and  resolutely  closing  with  them 
twenty-three,  and  took  forty  prisoners,  some  of  whom  are  wounded. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  Riven  to  this  handful  of  brare  men.  who  bar* 
bright  an  example  to  their  Injured  countrymen,  and  their  behaTlor  upon  this  4 
has  gali;ed  JuBt  and  universal  applause.  The  only  weapon  used  by  Major  Hu4 
nnd  his  determined  band  of  refugees  in  their  attack  and  defeat  of  Captain  Loc 
party,  was  the  sabre,  and  had  not  their  horses  been  Jaded  to  a  stand  atlll.  ev 
of  the  enemy  would  have  fallen  Vulo  Ihelr  hands.— Rlvlcgton's  Gasette.  Jannar 
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1  Handkerchief,  4  Skains  of  fine  thread,  2  pieces  of  Tape,  i  lb. 
of  Tea,  i  oz.  Silk,  1  yard  of  gauze,  3  Do  Silk,  3  Ribbons  U  yd. 
each,  i  lb.  Pins;  Major  Polding. 

{ lb.  of  thread,  ^  Coard,  i  lb.  pins,  i  lb.  Tea,  1  yd  gauze,  3  Do 
dk.  3  Ribbons  li  yd.  each,  2  yds.  Lace,  3  Handkerchiefs;  Major 
John  Graham; 

1  Handkerchief,  2  Dozen  Wash  springs,  6  Doz'n  Keys,  1  yd. 
black  silk,  1  Do  Ribbon;  Mr.  Billings; 

7  yds.  Linning,  5  Do  Casseme,  2  Do  Cambrick;  Mr.  Tobias. 


[No.  2699.] 
The  Case  of  the  Morison  Lad. 

Sir,  At  the  request  of  Mrs.  Morrison  I  am  to  inform  you  that 
her  Situation  is  very  bad  and  that  she  has  Obtained  a  Lad  for 
in  Exchange  for  her  Son;  upon  which  subject  the  Lad's  father 
*nd  Mrs.  Morrison  has  wrote  to  Mr.  Pell  to  negotiate  an  Ex- 
change:    If  your  Excellency  should  agree  to  her  going  into  New 
[  York  upon  her  Exchanging  her  Son;  she  requests  your  Excellency 
■  would  be  pleased  to  signify  your  assent  by  a  few  Lines  to  her 
;  which  she  may  Convey  to  Col.  Robinson  that  the  Lad  may  the 
BJore  easily  come  out. 

I  believe  if  your  Excellency  could  convey  your  assent  to  her 
it  will  greatly  alleviate  her  Distress,  as  her  Family's  in  almost 
•uffering  circumstances.     I  am,  with  the  greatest  Respect,  your 

Excellency's,  moet  obed- 1  Servant 

Jno.  S^trang. 
Bobinson  House,  Januarv  25th  1780. 


4€4 
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.         ^  [Ko.  2700.] 

Mrs.  Mnrimn  Appeah  for  Her  ^on  and  Mr,  Sackeit  1 

Request 

Blr«  A  genUstfi&ii  ol  the  N&m«  of  Du^enbery  ha»  a,  eoh  o£  th«  &ee  of 
older,  a  prisoner  in  New  York;  he  la  veiT  desirous  to  exchange  him  fdt 
on  Ot^uer&l  He&th,  &.  let  lilm  kJDOW^  thax,  you  wa«  wtUliis  I  aboitld  go 
an  exchuDge  could  be  obiaiaed  for  my  eon;  h&  refused  to  grant  &  fia# 
lie  acknowledged  tbat  he  did  not  doubt  Mls«  Dela^ce^^'s  veracity,  at 
eTidence,  tbia  eonaectuenee,  melancholy  to  me,  flows  from  th^  ouil&sA* 
waa  guUty  ot  In  not  obtRlntng  tbfs  terms  your  E^collency  la  willing  to 
iixg.  I  now  boseech  your  Exeellency,  immediately,  to  give  from  uiidei- 
ft  pencoUAlon  for  me  to  remove  to  New  York;  If  thU  young  tnaji  cajj 
exchange  for  my  boo  nod  tba^t  yon  will,  1b  writing,  decl&re,  upon  wEl 
bo  stUow'd  to  gO|  that  I  mny  Bend  to  the  commander  In  chief  at  K^w  Yo'^ 
those,  i  flholl  BOOH  obtain  tny  dee  Ire.  I  ah  all  send  to  New  York  tb« 
«cc^pt>  nod  doubt  not,  I  shall  soon  have  an  anewer,  which  U  your 
pleaae  lo  write,  provided  your  termi  are  admitted  at  Kew  York,  to  Gi 
grant  me  a  Qag  upon  my  application  for  oodi  wiU  greatly-  facUltato  tnj 
tziQ  to  presB  your  li^xcellency,  for  a  speedy  answer^  for  my  aJXalz^  ar^ 
my  removal,  being  greatly  embarraea'd  for  th«  mean  a  of  subdlateuce. 
leairo  my  son  In  tbe  care  of  Any  pcraoa,  you  will  ploaae  to  appoint,  { 
my  family)  cLll  an  exchange  taken  place,  or  give  your  Sixcellency  any  s 
demand,  tb«t  lie  Bhall  not  go,  till  one  la  oblalacd  for  him,  Uitar  air,  ] 
mch  a  footingt  as  may  prevent  me  the  trouble,  and  expeoci^  of  B«udU 
I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 
Hii  Excellency  Ooveraor  Clinton, 


Worthy  asd  much  Honoured  Sir,  Aa  Mti.  Morriaon  la  axlotip   to  ^et 

with  her  famUy,  and  aUho  she  baa  not  succeeded  Id  all  the  methods  ( 
bring  It  about;  this  Day  she  waited  on  General  Heaili,  who  Infortns  ) 
Could  be  Dono,  ttU  Blae  obtained  your  luBtrucllons.  I  hop©  your  JScxoel 
mote  her  gptting,  where  she  and  tbe  family  mlgbt  be  provided   for;   hi 
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ation  of  this  anny  at  this  inatant  is  truly  alarming  and  without 
4Bpeedy  relief,  most  serious  and  disagreable  coin<sequen>ceB  may  be 
expected.  The  garrison  of  West  Point  have  during  the  winter  been 
JOt  a  scanty  allowance  of  Bread,  and  often  without  any  at  all.  Thia 
lias  been  the  case  for  these  four  or  five  days  past.  The  garrison 
liave  been  and  still  are,  obliged  to  be  on  almost  constant  fatigue, 
dragging  materials  for  their  Barracks,  and  all  their  fuel  on  hand 
Sleds  more  than  a  mile.  Some  of  the  troops  are  yet  in  Tents, 
and  during  the  winter  hitherto  have  been  obliged  to  encounter 
hunger  and  cold,  performing  by  hand  that  business  which  ought 
to  be  done  by  Teams.  These,  they  have  endured  and  performed 
with  a  patience  scarcely  to  be  conceived.  But,  your  Excellency 
well  knows  the  disposition  of  Soldiers  as  well  as  of  mankind  in 
general,  and  that  altho'  means  may  be  devised  or  exercised  to 
keep  them  patient  or  quiet  for  a  time,  yet  a  crisis  may  come,  if 
a  remedy  to  their  real  wants  is  not  afforded,  and  in  such  cases 
it  is  imx>os8ible  to  exercise  those  coersive  measures  proper  on 
other  occasions.  We  have  been  long  flattering  the  troops  that 
relief  would  soon  come,  and  during  the  winter  the  ration  of  Flour 

i.  has  been  reduced  to  J  lb.  p  day.  With  every  exertion  in  my 
power,  and  the  removal  of  part  of  the  wheat  from  those  mills, 
that  had  not  a  Supply  of  water,  to  some  which  had,  a  scanty 

•  daily  supply  has  not  been  obtained,  altho'  the  transportation  with 
sleighs  has  of  late  been  very  advantageous,  and,  if  such  straits 
and  difficulties  subsist  now,  what  is  to  be  expeeted  should  a  thaw 
of  the  Snowi  suddenly  take  place,  which  will  render  the  roads 
impassible  for  some  days  at  least.    Instead  of  raising  magazines 

■     at  this  post,  to  enable  the  garrison  to  sustain  a  siege,  which  is 

indispensibly  necessary,  we  can  scarcely  obtain  our  daily  Bi^ad. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Deputy  quarter  master  General,  that 


7 


464  PuBLict  Papers  OF  Obobqb  Clinton. 

[No.  27fi00  "• 

Mrs.  Morisan  Appeals  for  Her  8(m  and  Mr.  SaekM  InSorm 

Request 

Bir,  A  gentleipaii  of  the  Name  of  Dvsenbeiy  lum  a  son  of  tho  act  of  iBla%  tr 
older,  a  prisoner  in  New  York;  he  la  Terj  deaixooa  to  f^r^'imat  blm  for  mlai^  I 
on  General  Heath,  ft  let  Um  know,  that  yov  waa  wllUns  I  almild  so  to  Maw.l 
an  exchange  could  be  obtained  for  mj  son;  ha  reCna'd  to  srant  a  flac  Sw  ns 
he.  acknowtedged  that  he  did  not  donbt  Miss  Dalancajr's  Taraclty.  nor  Mr.  T 
eTldence,  this  consequence,  melancholy  to  me^  flows  from  tha  nmlsslnii  Mr.  T 
was  guilty  of,  in  not  obtaining  the  terms  your  Bzcallsncy  la  wUUnc  to  admit,  ft 
ing.  I  now  beseech  your  Excellency,  immadiatMy.  to  glVa  from  imdai*  yoar  a*i 
a  permission  for  me  to  remove  to  New  York;  if  this  young  man  can  be  obisi 
exchange  for  my  son  and  that  you  will,  in  writing,  declare,  upon,  what  tanns, 
be  allow 'd  to  go,  that  I  may  send  to  the  commander  in  chief  at  New  York;  It  he 
those,  I  shall  soon  obtain  my  desire.  I  shall  send  to  New  York  the  torms  y 
accept,  and  doubt  not,  I  shall  soon  have  an  answer,  which  If  your  EixcelleD 
please  to  write,  provided  your  terms  are  admitted  at  New  York,  to  Genaral  Hi 
grant  me  a  flag  upon  my  application  for  one,  will  greatly  facllltata  my  affairs; 
me  to  press  your  E^xcellency,  for  a  speedy  answer,  for  my  aflaics  are  such  ss 
my  removal,  being  greatly  embarrass'd  for  the  means  of  subsistence.  I  am  wl 
leave  my  son  in  the  care  of  any  person,  you  will  pleasa  to  appoint,  (if  I  can  i 
my  family)  till  an  exchange  takes  place,  or  give  your  Excellency  any  security  y 
demand,  that  he  shall  not  go,  till  one  is  obtained  for  him.  Dear  sir,  put  the  a 
such  a  footing,  as  may  prevent  me  the  trouble,  and  expcnea  of  sanding  again 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  Mary  Uf 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Worthy  and  much  Honoured  Sir,  As  Mrs.  Morrison  Is  azlous  to  get  to  her  E 
with  her  family,  and  altho  she  has  not  succeeded  in  all  the  methods  she  has  t 
bring  It  about;  this  Day  she  waited  on  General  Heath,  who  Informs  her  that 
Could  be  Done,  till  she  obtained  your  Instructions.  I  hope  your  Bxoellencey.  a 
mote  her  getting,  where  she  and  the  family  might  ba  provided  for;  her  elrcon 
Loudly  Calls  for  Benevolence  and  friendly  aid.  I  saw  a  Letter  she  Raeelvi 
colonel  Roberson  in  which  he  informs  her.  that  if  any  Person  might  be  propose 
exchange  for  her  son,  the  business  might  be  accomplished;  now,  good  Sir,  ai 
proposed.  I  hope  there  Remains  no  Dlflculty  in  the  way;  from.  Sir,  yr.  most  obt 
Humble  Ser't  Ssmll.  Si 

Near  General  Heath's  Quarters,  Janu'ry  the  25th  1780. 


[No.  2701.] 

General  Heath  Calls  the  Attention  of  the  Governor  to  thi:  Di 
of  the  Army  for  Want  of  Food. 

ITeadquarters  Highlands,  Jan.  23. 1' 

Sir,  It  is  with  reluctance  that  I  interrupt  your  Excellei 

those  important  deliberations  in  which  you  are  engaged,  b 

a  time  when  the  very  continuance  of  the  army  at  these  in»p< 

posts  becomes  a  question  I  know  you  will  excuse  me.    Tli^ 
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your  Excellency,  &  the  Honorable  the  Legislature,  which,  on 
every  occasion,  have  been  most  conspicuous.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
Servant  W.  Heath. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2702.] 
Samuel  Hake  Requests  to  Be  Released  from  His  Parole. 

Red  Hook  27Ui  Jan>  1780. 
Sir,  I  take  the  liberty  of  sendlDg  your  Excellency  the  enclosed  Certificate,  with  the 
names  of  One  hundred  ft  ten  respectable  Inhabitants,  (known  to  be  good  Wigs)  relative 
to  my  conduct  since  your  Ex'y  was  pleas'd  to  put  me  on  my  parole.  The  extream  ill 
conduct  which  I've  received  since  my  return  from  Fishkllls,  have  as  yet  put  it  out  of 
my  power  of  going  to  Amenia  Precinct;  I  shall  not  intrude  on  your  Bhccell'y  by  giving 
the  particulars  of  the  affair,  I  propose  leaving  it  to  the  Decision  of  the  Law.  I  flatter'd 
myself  with  the  hopes  from  what  Col'l  Lush  told  me  at  Kingston,  that  my  parole  would 
soon  have  been  taken  otf;  as  he  said,  that  your  Ex'y  was  pleased  to  condescend  to 
peruse  the  Letters,  Ac.  which  I  beged  him  to  show  your  ExceU'y  and  he  said  that  your 
Ex'y  was  pleased  to  order  me  on  my  return  to  Red  Hook,  to  state  my  case,  it  send  it 
to  your  Ex'y  which  I  had  the  honor  to  do.  &  sent  it  by  Doc'r  Le  Rue,  who  Inform'd 
me  that  he  del'd  it  into  your  Ex'ys  own  hand,  the  original  Letters  addrese'd  to  Hon'ble  the 
Members  of  Congress,  &  to  other  Gentl'n  of  the  first  Characters  showing  my  friendly 
Intentions,  A  of  coming  into  the  Country,  are  now  in  my  possession,  &  others  of  the 
same  nature  has  been  receiv'd,  prior  to  my  arrival.  I  hope  your  Ex'y  will  be  pleas'd 
to  srant  me  the  indulgence  of  staying  here,  A  to  order  my  Parole  to  be  taken  off,  that 
I  may  be  able  to  do  something  in  trade  for  a  Subsistence,  as  I  can  assure  your  El'y 
that  I've  almost  spent  the  little  I  had,  since  my  return  from  N.  York;  neither  am  I 
in  a  way  of  making  or  collecting  a  Shilling.  I  now  rest  solely  on  your  Ex'ys  goodness 
&  trust  from  that  known  benevolent  disposition,  your  Excell'y  possess's  of  granting 
my  request  (and  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Gentl'n  who  have  sign'd  the 
Certificate,  A  address'd  it  to  your  Ex'y)  w'h  will  ^alleviate  the  dlsresss  of  one  who  will 
always  think  himself  under  every  obligation,  &  who  Is  with  all  gratitude  ft  respect. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Scrv't  Samuel  Hake. 

His  Ex'y  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr.  (Jov'r  of  the  State  of  New  York  Ac.  Ac.  ftc. 


[No;  2703.] 

Albany  Makes  an  Address  of  Welcome   to   Governor   Clinton — The 

Oovernor^s  Reply, 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Militia 
and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 
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May  it  please  yonr  Excellency;  The  Mayor  AMUaihci  m1 
Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Albany,  congratnlate  your 
lency  on  your  arrival  in 'this  City. 

The  Calamities  of  our  Country,  occasioned  by  a  cmel  and  tf 
structive  war  call  loudly  for  the  prudent  Interposition  of  tk 
respective  Legislatures  of  the  United  States;  we  are.  therefoic^ 
extremely  happy  that  your  Excellency  has  for  these  salatai; 
purposes  convened  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  from  whoie 
Councils  we  hope  the  most  happy  effects. 

The  deep  Distresses  which  are  ever  attendant  on  war  haTe 
been  felt  in  this  City,  but  more  so,  in  some  other  parts  of  tbe 
State.    But  we  trust  and  have  reason  to  hope  that,  that  IsxoA 
providence  which  has  hitherto  smiled  on  the  arms  of  Americt 
will  lead  us  to  Peace  happiness  and  Security. 

During  your  Excellency's  residence  in  this  City  we  shall  be 
happy  to  make  your  situation  as  agreeable,  as  the  Distressei 
of  our  Country  will  admit  of. 


GovBBNOB  Clinton's  Rbsponsb. 

Gentlemen;  I  entertain  a  just  Sense  of  your  Polite  Congratu- 
lations upon  my  arival  in  this  City. 

It  gives  me  great  Pleasure  to  find  this  antient  &  respectable 
Corporation  concurring  in  Sentiment  in  the  Call  of  the  Legi»- 
lature  at  this  Period  &  with  you,  I  am  lead  to  hope,  that  by  a 
steady  perseverance  in  our  Exertions  under  tbe  Smiles  of  Divine 
Providence,  we  shall  soon  be  delivered  from  the  Misseries  of 
War  &  restored  to  the  Blessings  of  Peace  with  a  perfect  Esralv 
lishment  of  that  Freedom  for  which  we  are  contending. 

The  Desire  which  you  are  pleased  to  Express  of  rendering  m3 
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Utoation  agreable  during  my  Besidence  in  this  City  to  which 
be  Peace  &  good  Order  maintained  in  it,  can't  fail  to  contribute, 
receive  as  a  mark  of  your  Esteem  for  which  Gentlemen  you 
Fill  please  to  accept  my  Thanks, 
raii'y  1780. 


[No.  2704.] 

Jolonel  Wadsttorth  on  the  Xecessity  of  Supplying  the  Army  With 

Necessaries. 

Sir,  The  regulateing  act  takeing  place  on  the  20th  March  will 
ocasion  a  withholding  of  every  article  necessary  for  the  army 
ind  will  prevent  the  feeding  Cattle  for  Beef,  and  before  the 
Grass,  fed  Beef  will  be  fit  to  drive  to  the  army,  a  Scarqity  al- 
ready too  great,  in  the  southern  army  will  be  increased,  and  I 
am  afraid,  will  produce  greater  Evils  than  we  have  Experienced; 
the  price  of  transportation  by  Land  will  not  buy  the  Forrage 
for  the  Teams  and  their  will  be  lio  Possibillity  of  furnishing 
the  army  with  necessarys  without  violateing  the  act;  (before 
the  grass  grows)  the  impressing  Teams  is  impossible  except  for 
a  little  time,  no  great  movements  can  be  made  with  impressed 
teams,  this  I  know  by  experience;  the  Innkeepers  are  to  charge 
To  P  C't  more  than  in  the  year  1774,  but  are  to  pay  for  wheat 
120  P  C't  &  more  for  many  articles  than  at  that  Period;  the  act 
amounts  to  a  Prohibition  on  Trade.     And,  I  presume,  we  shall 
ttot  Prosecute  Forreigners  for  violation  of  the  act,  and  shall 
we  deny  the  tradeing  People  of  these  States  the  advantages  we 
allow  Strangers.     I  do  not  mean  the  Caterpillars  of  Trade  but 
the  adventureing  merchant  who  imports.     The  State  of  Con- 
necticut have  made  a  Law  to  restrain  the  too  great  use  of  oxen 
to  haul  with;  no  team  is  allowed  more  than  one  pair  ol  o'x.exi 
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to  haul  private  Property  (except  the  Produce  of  the  Connti;); 
most  of  the  Persons  who  have  made  great  advanta^  by  ontuc 
dealing  &  extortion  have  now  sold  their  goods  &  are  Poueaiei 
of  large  sums  of  money  which  being  suddenly  appreciated  ii 
their  hands,  will  give  them  another  opportunity  to  adTancc 
their  interest  at  the  expence  of  their  Honest  neighbours;  will 
it  be  Possible  to  make  a  regulateing  act  that  will  do  tollenble 
justice;  will  it  be  Possible  to  carry  such  an  act  into  Execution; 
did  this  act  originate  in  the  Continental  Congress  or  was  it  ad- 
vised too  by  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut;  is  not  the  Connecti- 
cut Law  adopting  the  act  repleat  with  mischief  and  injustice 
to  Individuals.     I  am  your  ExceFy  most  obed't  H  S 

J.  Wadswortt 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  2705.] 

Haverstraw  Fiks  a  Petition  That  Her  Local  Troops  he  I'sed  fftr 

Local  Duties. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  Ge-«r*i 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  militia  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  san.e 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers.  Freeholders  ft  Inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Hairr- 
straw,  in  the  County  of  Orange,  most  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  since  the  Retreat  of  the  Continental  army  from  the  White  Plains  in  tfce  j'-*'" 
cf  our  Lord  1776.  the  Inhabitants  of  this  District  have  been  Constantly  called  upcc  tc 
perform  various  services  for  the  Public,  and  have  from  time  to  time  Chearfully  coai- 
plied  with  every  Kcquition  and  contributed  all  in  their  Power  to  support  the  Ciuse  of 
lh«'  United  States  of  America. 

Your  Petitioners  further  beg  leave  to  Represent  to  your  Excellency,  that  the  Pub^c 
Ferry  at  the  mouth  of  the  Highlands  has  boen  wholly  carried  on  and  th**  whirS  ' 
both  8id(s  of  the  River  built,  by  the  said  Iu!iabitantc,  that  from  the  time  tbe  »xi* 
Ferry  was  first  established,  they  have  Ween  called  upon  with  their  Horses  a  ad  '^aT- 
riag<  H  to  transport  the  Stores.  Provisions  and  Baggage,  belonging  to  the  CoDtlzazt- 
That  yli.ce  the  Conimoncf nient  of  the  Present  war.  this  Precinct  hath  not  only  fur- 
nij'h<d  a  very  large  Proportion  of  men  for  the  Continental  army,  but  also  a  CootideT" 
abh>  NunjbiT  in  the  Different  Departments  of  Quartermaster  and  Commluary.  Tt»^ 
tlicir  Fxpos<  d  situation  has  obliged  them  from  time  to  time  to  keep  up  strong  inir^' 
ii»ar  tlK'  shore  for  tlirlr  Protection,  and  that  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  thty  c^v.'^^ 
not  wjthdut  great  Injury  to  themselves,  be  s-pared  from  their  Farms.  That  mmy  *- 
your  PctltiontTs  havv  suffertd  greatly,  not  only  from  the  Ravages  of  the  EnemT  btx* 
also  from  tho  armies  of  the  United  States,  their  Farms  have  been  Desolated,  ih**'" 
F«  n<  OS  Hurnt  and  their  Grain  and  Efforts  Destroyed  and  taken  away,  for  whl-rh  s.* 
CdmiI'*  nsation  hath  been  njade, 

Vtnir  I'"titlon»rs  further  bee  leave  to  Represent  to  your  Excellency,  that  Ic  the  y*** 
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i^ecinct  was  called  upon  by  the  Oonvention  of  thi*  State  to  raise  men  for  the 
turpose  of  Defending  the  shores,  with  which  Request  they  Chearfully  com- 

the  Company  was  no  sooner  formed,  than  It  was  ordered  over  to  PeekskiU 

continued  during  the  whole  time,  for  which  the  men  were  Inlisted,  and  the 
ts  left  to  Guard  the  shore  on  the  west  side  of  the  River.    And,  altho,  your 
t  Contributed  la&t  Fall  to  Raise  a  Bounty  for  the  men  to  be  Raised  by  Capt. 
rho  was  to  Guard  the  shores,  yet  not  a  man  was  imployed  in  that  Businesjs. 
B  Exposed  part  of  the  Country  is  at  Present  greatly  weakened  by  the  numbers 

already  gone  into  the  Public  Service,  and  most  of  those  that  Remain  are 
»mpt8  by  Reason  of  their  age  or  Heads  of  Families,  whose  only  support  *in 
of  Distress  must  depend  on  their  Daily  Labour.  That  many  were  prevented 
miog  upon  of  the  Enemy  last  Fall,  from  putting  Into  the  Ground  any  winter 
1  their  only  Dependance  for  the  support  of  their  Families  through  the  Present 
I  what  they  can  Raise  by  their  summer  Crops.  That  since  the  E>nimy  have 
>n  the  River  they  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  Constant  Guard, 
uation  your  Petitioners  are  again  called  upon  to  furnish  a  Proportion  of  the 
>mpleat  Colonel  Graham's  Regiment,  and  altho  this  Regt.  Is  intended  for  the 

of  the  Frontiers  of  Orange  County,  yet  your  Petitioners  cannot  suppress  their 
[ona  that  little  support  will  be  given  by  them  to  this  Part  of  the  Country. 

Petitioners  altho  Reduced  to  the  Greatest  Distress,  are  still  willing  to  Exert 
i  in  support  of  the  Common  Cause  and  to  maintain  a  Guard  on  the  shore 
lumber  to  the  Proportion  of  men  ordered  to  be  Raised  out  of  Capt.  Guardner's 
to  which  they  belong. 

er  Consideration  of  the  Exposed  situation  of  your  Petitioners,  the  services 

already   Performed  and    the   Distresses  to  which   they   are   Reduced,   they 

ray  that  the  men  to  be  Raised  from  the  Company  to  which  they  belong  may 

ed  for  the  Protection  of  the  shore  at  Haverstraw,  and  that  your  Excellency 

Express  orders  for  that  Purpose,  or  that  they  may  be  Exempted  from  the 
s  and  Permitted  to  Guard  their  own  shores  as  they  have  heretofore  Done, 
r  Petitioners  shall  ever  Pray  &c. 
irdner.    Capt,    John    Waldrum,    Lut..    John    Persell,    Jacob   Thiell,   Benjamin 

'illiam  .  John  Allison.  Peter  Allison,  Benjamin  Allison,  Ritchard  Auak,? 

lison.  Edword  Waldron,  William  Allison.  Joseph  Conkling,  John  Coper,  John 
osaph    Declark,   James   Canniff,   Gibert  Hunt,   Will   Conkling,   Joseph  Butler, 

elt,  John ,  Henderk  Yon  nick,  David  Burns,  Charles  Mott,  Mordaca  Mott, 

).  Voort,  William  Coley,  Barent  V.  d.  Voort,  Henry  Halsted,  Isaac  Parker, 
prs.  Jacob  Parker,  Petter  Parker,  Vaness  Mott,  Jacab.Mott,  Henry  Osborn, 
tiortcr.    Alixeandr   Bulson,    Hanty    Bulsom,    John    Bulsom. 


[No.  270f].] 
s  of  Depreciation  adopted  bv  the  Eastern  States,  from 
y  1,  1777  to  December  I^l,  1771).     Certified  September  1, 


[No.  2707.1 
^■s  of  Congress  to  he  Printed  Hereafter  in  Monthly  Pamphlets. 

Secn^taiy's  Office  1st  Feb\v  1780. 
[  now  enclose  you  the  journals  of  Conjjress  which  will 
at  the  set  for  your  State  lo  the  first  of  Jan'v  1780.     Here- 
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after  they  will  be  printed  in  monthly  pamphlets  which  shall  be 

regularly  sent. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  you  of  the  request  in  my 

letter  of  20th  Nov'r  last*  to  which  I  have  not  been  honored  witk 

an  answer.    The  request  therein  contained  is  not  suggested  by 

idle  curiosity  but  a  desire  of  promoting  public  utility  and  the 

cause  of  America.    I  am,  Sir,  with  due  respect  your  hum'e  Serft 

Chas.  Thomson. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  of  New  York. 


[No.  2708.] 
A  Futile  Court  Martial, 

Proceedings  of  a  General  Court  Martial  held  at  Colonel  James  Van  Der  Burgh's  oo 
the  first  of  February  1783  In  Persuance  of  General  Orders  of  the  4th  of  Jan'ry  lunti 
by  Order  of  his  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr.,  QoTemor  of  the  State  Captain  Gee*   , 
eral  of  the  Militia  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Members  present. 
Col.  Abraham  Brinckerhoff,  President,  Regiments 

Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  Birdsall.  of  Van  der  Burgh's  Regt., 

ditto       William  Barker.  Hopkins', 

David  Hecock,  Field's. 

Capt'ns        Isaac  Van  Wyck,  Brinckerhoff's, 

Francis  West,  Van  der  Burgh's, 

Dclnnhast  Bentley.  ditto. 

Lieut'tns     John  Boyd,  Hopkins'. 

Calfd  Hayncs,  Field's, 

Hufas  Herrlck,  Hopkins', 

There  not  being  a  Sufficient  Number  of  Members  to  make  a  Court  th*=y  To-';  ;v^ 
their  proce<diDgs  till  Nino  O'Clock  on  the  lu&ueing  Day. 

Wodensday  the  2d  of  February  1780. 
Tho  Members  above  Named  attcnd'd  puntially  but  no  more  appearing,  aftor  cjiiur- 
dtliberation,  the  Persons  above  named  Unanimously  adjourn  till  hia  Excellency's  plfA*** 
ID  I3KU«»  further  OrdiTS.  Abrhn  Brinckerhoff.  Pr--^- 

Wm.  Smith,  Judge  Adv'te. 

[No.  2709.] 

(lovcrnor  (I'mtou's  Vicics  on  the  Question  of  Trafficking  With  thf 

Knrmif — Willintj   to   Exchange  the  Morison  Boy   Imhi    C  .'^'^ 

tions. 

Pokeepsie  2d  Feb'v  I7si». 

Drar  Sir,    Your  Lvttcrs  of  tlu*  24tb  &  25th  Ultiino  an^  tbi^ 

Moment  i'iM(MV(*il.     T'lifortiinatoly  I  was  on  my  way  Uonie.  who*' 

♦-Vot  found. 


^r.. 
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avoidable^  I  know  you  will  excuse  it.    I  am  with  great  Bespeet 
yours  very  sincerely  [G.  C] 

[To  Gen.  Heath.] 

[No.  2710.] 
The  Case  of  Captain  Hyatt  and  His  Bundle  of  Ooods. 

Head  Quarters  Highlands,  Feb.  2d  1780. 
Sir,  I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  24th  ultimo  &  lit 
Instant,  the  later  P  Capt.  Hyatt.    In  all  matters  in  which  the  per 
sons  or  property  of  the  good  pt^ople  of  the  State  of  New  York 
are  concerned,  I  shall  be  wholy  dictated  by  your  Excellency, ; 
being  only  an  executive  officer,  but,  as  your  Excellency  in  the' 
close  of  your  Letter  P  Capt.  Hyatt,  is  pleased  to  submit,  the  de- 
livery of  his  bundle  of  articles  detained  on  "the  Lines  to  my  own 
judgment,  I  feel  myself  embarrassed,  and  must  beg  to  be  excused 
from  determining  the  matter.     Whatever  your  Excellency  maj 
think  proper  to  signify  as  your  pleasure  shall  be  instantly  obeyed 
I    have    the    honor    to    bo,    With    the    greatest    respect,   yoai 

Excellency's  most  obed't  Servant 

W.  Heath. 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


Pokeepeie  3d  Feby  17J^ll 
Sir,  I  am  favoiir<*d  with  yours  of  yesterday.  When  Capt 
Hyatt  applied  to  mo  respooling  his  Bundle  I  understood  that  thei 
wivc  soiz(»d  by  tho  Commanding  OfTicer  at  the  Linos  &  that  tlM 
Delivery  of  tlioni  to  liiiii  <l(*]»ondod  barely  on  my  Consent.  It  wsu 
oil  tliis  K<'pn*s<'ntn1ion  iV:  that  the  Articles  were  triffling  Present! 
from  his  Wife's  HclatioiK?  that  I  was  induced  [to]  trouble  you  oi 
tlir  Snl)jiMl.     Tho  I  feel  unhappy  that  you  shoud  experience  th 


Public  Papers  op  George  Clinton.  475 

least  Embarassment  on  the  Occassion^  I  do  not  conceive  myself 
authorized  to  give  any  positive  Order  respecting  the  Matter.  If 
the  Seizure  had  been  made  by  the  Civil  Magistrate  I  certainly 
cond  not,  &  I  think  with  less  Propriety  as  matters  etand,  besides 
even  if  otherwise  at  this  Distance  &  in  my  situation,  I  shoud  be 
subject  to  Deception  &  might  be  led  to  encourage  a  Practice, 
which  I  wish  to  prevent  whenever  it  interferes  with  the  good  of 
the  Public.  [G.  C] 

[To  Gen.  Heath.]  

[No.  2711.] 

Colonel  Hay  Agam  Appeals  to  Governor  Clinton  for  Assistance  to 
Increase  the  Supply  of  Flour. 

Fishkill  5th  Feb'y  1780. 

Sir,  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  on  28th 
XJlt.,  respecting  the  present  distresses  of  the  army  in  the  article 
of  flour,  and  a  probable  prospect  of  still  further  embarrassments 
without  the  immediate  and  friendly  interposition  of  the  Legisla- 
ture^ I  find  daily  this  interposition  more  and  more  necessary,  and 
from  the  present  appearance,  am  again  incited  to  request  your 
friendly  and  wanted  Aid. 

We  have  in  this  Vicinity,  about  Twenty  four  hundred  bushels 
of  wheat,  by  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Trimble,  sent  to  know 
the  Quantity  of  Wheat  in  the  Nine  Partners;  you  will  see  little 
dependance  can  be  plac'd  on  that  Quarter,  till  New  purchases  are 
made, which  J  imagine  must  be  by  assessment.  I  need  not  mention 
to  your  Excellency  again,  that  this  must  be  immediate,  or  the 
situation  of  the  Roads  in  all  Human  probability  will  render  every 
exertion  in  that  way  ineffectual,  at  least  will  prevent  it®  being  of 
that  immediate  Service  for  which  it  is  so  much  wanted. 


476  Public  Papers  of  George  CLncTO^i. 

I  have  by  this  Express  wrote  Mr.  V-n  Ness  at  Bed  Hook  ul 
beg'd  he  will  inform  you  what  Qaantity  of  Wheat  he  hasat  pitt- 
ent,  on  hand  and  what  more  he  thinks  he  will  be  able  to  procm^ 
soon,  I  hope  you  will  receive  his  Letter  by  this  Conveyance.    . 

I  am  in  expectation  of  a  further  Order  from  Congress  on  tk 
Treasurer  of  this  State,  for  a  considerable  sum  of  Money,  whid 
will  by  no  means  be  adequate  to  the  intended  Relief  they  wiifc 
to  give  me  thereby,  unless  a  I-aw  can  be  passed  empowering  the 
Treasui-er,  to  receive  from  the  Collectors  in  payment  of  Tai^, 
such  Notes  as  either  I  or  any  of  my  Assistants  appointed  bv  me 
for  the  purpr;«e,  shall  give  to  persons  employed  in  the  Public  .^^er 
vice,  not  exceeding  the  Sums,  which  I  may  from  time  to  lime 
have  Orders  on  the  Treasurer  for,  and  shall  first  lodge  in  hii 
hands.  Shou'd  not  this  Order  of  Congree^s  iarrive  before  the 
breaking  up  of  the  I^egislature,  wou'd  it  be  possible  to  obtain  a 
Credit  on  the  Treasurer  for  some  stipulated  Sum,  on  findinf 
proper  Security  for  the  ^ame. 

If  the  Legislature  can  point  out  any  expedient,  I  have  not 
thought  of  for  getting  this  Wheat  Transi>orted,  after  beiiijr  l»n^ 
chased,  however  troubh*some  it  may  be,  I  will  with  pleasure  en- 
deavor to  ex(MUte  it,  unless  inconsistant  with  the  Rules  of  the 
l)»*partinent.  I  must  just  b(»g  leave  to  mention  that,  from  tbenn- 
coniiiioTi  (juantity  of  Snow  on  the  Ground,  it  is  not  improbable 

that  some  accidents  will  happen  to  some  of  the  Mills,  and  ibat,  j 

I 
th^M-efore.  th(*  Wheat  Shou'd  be  lodged  in  some  Barn,  or  otto  i 

good  Store  near  the  Mill,  rather  than  in  the  Mill  itself.    On  this    ■ 

Subject,  however,  I  shall  write  Genl.  Heath,  who  will  give  tlje 

Xeressary  I)irectious  to  the  Commissaries  thereon. 

It  is  s<arce  niMesf^ary  to  mention  the  Necessity  of  having  it 

put  near  Mills  on  \W  Verge  of  the  River. 
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I  hope  the  Act  paaeed  last  sessions  for  Teaming*  &c.  will  be 
■enewed  as  without  a  Renewal  it  expiree  of  itself.  J  have  the 
Eononr  to  be  with  great  Esteem  your  Excellenciee  mo:  Obed't 
Benr't  Udny  Hay. 

Covernour  Clinton. 


[No.  2712.] 

GRIEVANCES  OF  NEW  YORK  LINE  OFFICERS. 

Threaten  to  Resign  to  Washington  for  the  Failure  of  the  Legislature 
to  Recognize  and  Better  Their  Wants  and  Those  of  Their  Families 
— Governor  Clinion^s  Reply. 

Head  Quarters  Morris  Town  Feb'y  5  1780. 
D  Sir,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  transmit  your  Excellency  the 
inclosed  Representation  and  Request  from  sundry  Officers  in 
your  line,  which  I  received  Two  days  ago.  The  Objects  are  of 
a  delicate  and  interesting  nature  and  such  I  am  persuaded  as 
will  have,  if  they  not  already  had  it,  the  attention  they  deserve. 
From  the  conversation  and  expostulations  I  had  with  the  Gen- 
tlemen who  presented  the  paper  and  the  information  I  have 
otherwise  derived,  I  fear  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
line  will  receive  a  severe  shock  by  Resignations,  if  something 
is  not  done  to  relieve  the  OflScers.  They  profess  the  greatest 
disinclination  to  injure  the  service  and  proposed  continuing  as 
Voluntiers  till  other  Officers  could  be  appointed;  but  I  told 
them,  this  was  inadmissible  and  they  seem  for  the  present,  to 
bave  susi)ended  the  execution  of  their  plan,  and  which  they  had 
unadvisedly  fixed  to  a  day.  I  should  be  happy  if  the  State  have 
it  in  their  power  to  make  them  more  comfortable  &  contented 


"Chapter  32  of  Um  lawa  of  1T79,  known  as  "An  act  for  regulating  impresBea  of  forasa 
wid  carriages  and  for  billeting  troops  within  this  State."— St atb  Historiki;. 
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with  their  situation.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  mort 
perfect  respect  &  esteem  your  Excellency's  most  Obed.  Servtit 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Clinton.  <>•  Washington. 


To  His  Excellency  George  Washington  Esqr.  General  &  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  all  the  Forces  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

With  the  most  Painful  Sensations,  we  approach  your  Excel- 
lency, with  a  request,  which  nothing  but  our  Necessities  (ariging 
from  what  we  Conceive  to  be  111  Treatment)  Could  have  ever 
prevailed  on  us  to  make. 

With  the  I'est  of  our  Brethren  in  America,  we  early  embarked 
in  defence  of  Our  Oppressed  &  Injured  Country,  and  in  its  ser- 
vice most  of  us  have  Constantly  been  Imployed,  since  the  Com- 
mencement of  the  present  War,  and  would  with  the  Utmosi 
Chearfulness  Continue,  in  a  Service  we  so  much  approve  and  in 
Defence  of  a  Cause  the  most  just,  that  ever  Called  forth  men 
in  arms. 

But  the  alarming  Depreciation  of  the  Currency  in  Which  we 
are  paid,  renders  us,  not  only  incapable  of  supporting  oursi*lv»*r5 
with  any  degree  of  Decency,  but  makes  it  altogether  InipossiMe 
U)\'  such  of  us  who  have  Fainelies,  to  afford  them  the  smallest 
Assistance. 

The  Honourable  Congress,  Sensible  that  their  Troops  in  the 
Field,  Ought  not  to  be  intirely  Excluded  those  Comforts  of  life. 
In  joyed  by  CitiztMis.  Have  Recommended  to  the  I>ec:islatures  ol 
the  Several  States,  to  make  such  ample  Provision  for  theii 
onii-ers  «S:  Soldiers,  as  their  Necessities  should  require,  &  tbt 
Ability  of  the  Slates  IVrinit;  and  we  have  the  Satisfaction  u 
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"find  that  several  of  the  states,  have  made  such  provision  for 
their  OflScers  &  Soldiers  as  renders  their  Situation  Comfortable. 
At  the  same  time,  we  are  Unhappy  in  the  thought,  that  We, 
who  belong  to  a  state,  not  inferior  in  Ability,  and  whose  ser- 
Tices,  we  presume  have  not  been  less  Laborious  or  Sincere  than 
our  Brethren  of  other  States;  should  be  Intirely  Disregarded, 
Notwithstanding  our  repeated  Applications  to  our  Legislatures. 
Our    own    Wants,    and    the    sufferings    of    our    Distressed 
Famelies,  Loudly  Call  on  us  to  Quit  a  service,  which  although 
of  the  utmost  Necessity,  promises  Nothing  better,  than  an  In- 
crease of  Misery  Already  scarce  supportable;  and  we  hope  that 
our  Legislature  have  provided  such  gentlemen,  our  successors 
who  from  an  Equal  Zeal  for  the  Cause,  &  Love  to  the  service; 
:and  from  being  possess'd  of  Independant  Fortunes,  may  be  able 
^o    render  their  Country  more  Eminent  Services,  We  having 
given  that  Body  timely   Notice,  that,   under  present  Circum- 
stances, our  services  Could  not  Extend  Beyond  this  Day. 

We,  therefore,  beg  your  Excellency  to  accept  our  Resigna- 
tions, and  grant  us  leave  to  retire  from  Service. 
Camp  February  Ist  1780. 

U*on'd  Bleeker,  Capt.  :3d  N.  Y.  Regt;  PL  Woodruff,  Surgeon  3d 
:N.  Y.  Regt;  Henry  Tiebout,  Capt.  a  N.  Y.  Regt;  William  Col- 
brath,  Lt.  3d  New  York;  Prentice  Bowen,  Lt.  &  Qr.  3  N.  York 
Begt;  Aaron  Aorson,  Capt.  3d  Regt;  George  Sytez,  Capt.  Lieut. 
^^  Regt;  John  Spoor,  Ens.  3  N.  Y;  Jer.  V.  Rens^elear,  Ensign 
*  P.  Mas.  3  N.  Y;  Daniel  Doniston,  Ens'n  4  York;  Benj  n  Her- 
''ing,  Ensign  3d  N.  Y;  Samuel  Lewis,  Ens  n  3d  N.  York;  Mich'l 
^^onnolly,  Lent.  5th  N^w  York;  Barth'w  V.  D.  Burgh,  Ens'n  5 
^ew  York;  Silas  Gray,  Lieut.  4th  N.  Y.  Regt;  Petev  V.  Bun- 
«choten,  Lieut.  4  N.  York  Regt;  Thomas  Hunt,   Lt.  4th  New 
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York  Reg;  Joseph  Morrell,  En'n  4th  N.  Y.  Reg;  John  DtTMrj 
Captain  4th  N.  York  Regiment;  Jonathan  Titus,  Captain  4tk^ 
N.  York  Regiment;  Peter  Elsworth,  Lieut.  Adjutant  Do;C.P.' 
Weissenfels,  Lieut.  2nd  N.  Batt;  James  Stewart.  Capt.  5th  S^ 
York  Regt;  Fran's  Hanmer,  Ens'n  5th  N.  York  Eegt;  J.  P.. 
Hamtramck,  Capt.  5th  New  York  Regt;  Christopher  Hattoip, 
Lieut.  &  Adjt.  3d  New  York;  James  Johnston,  Ens^n  5th  N.Toik 
Regt;  Barnard  Swartwout,  Ens'n  2nd  New  York  Regim*t:  Joi. 
Bagley,  Ens'n  3d  N.  Y;  Jno.  Brown,  Ens'n  2d  N.  Y;  Rudolpboi 
V-n  Hoevenbargh,  Lt.  4th  N.  Y;  Eph'm  Woodruff,  Ens.  4th  X, 
Y;  Wm.  Glenny,  Lt.  2  Regt;  A  White,  Lt.  2  Regt;  Abner  French 
Capt.  2  Regt;  Theod's  Fowler,  Capt.  4th  N.  York  Regt;  Sam 
Dodge,  Ensign  4  N.  York  Regiment;  Jas.  Fairlie,  Lieut.  2d  »i 
York  Regiment;  Joseph  Frilick,  Lieut.  4th  New  York  Reg;  S^.  F 
Vacher,  Surg'n  4th  N.  Y.  Regt;  Ph.  Conine,  Lieut.  3d  New  Yorl 
Rogt;  John  Elliot,  Jun'r,  Surg's  Ma.te  3rd  New  York  Reg:  Benji 
min  Bogardus,  Lieut.  3d  N.  Y.  Regiment;  Geo.  L  Denniston,  Ed 
sign  3  New  York  Regt;  Peter  Magee,  Lieut.  3d  New  Y.  Regiment 
Tunis  Van  Waj;oneii,  Lt.  2d  N.  York;  Charles  Neukerck,  Capl 
Lt.  2d  R('gt;  Tj(»rirk  Beokinan,  Lt.  Do;  Siimuel  English.  Liut.- 
Regt;  Ahr'ni  Ilvatt,  Lieut.  4th  N.  York  Regt;  Azariah  Turthii 
Ensign  4th  N.  Y.  Regt;  John  Barr,  Ensign  4th  N.  Y.  Regt;  Thrn 
DeWitt,  (\\\ii.  3d  New  York  Regt;  Israel  Smith,  Capt.  4  >'.  ^ 
Rgt;  Nih'l  Nurinn,  ('apt.  4  N.  Y.  Regt;  Tl'ry  Dodge,  l^mn,  5^ 
New  York  Regt;  Sanil.  Tallniadge,  Ensign  4th  N.  York  Reg 
Gerrit  (i.  Lansing.  Ensign  in  xlu^  l\d  N.  Y.  Regt;  Douw  J.  Fond 
Ensign  in  tlu*  :*»rd  N.  York  Regt;  Charles  Graham.  Capt.  2d  Nt 
York  R<*gt;  Gilbert  J.  Livingston,  Lt.  2d  New  York  Regt;  H. 
1).  r»iirgh,  Lt.  T)  N«'w  York  Regt;  James  Bells,  1  I^^ut.  .">  Nt 
York;  Stej»hen  Grilling,  Kneiign  4th  New  York  Regt. 
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Governor  Clinton^s  Reply. 

Albany  March  10  1780 
Dt  Sir,  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  Bec't  of  your  Excellency's 
tters  of  the  5"  &  20''  ulto.  The  Legislature  had  under  Con- 
?ratlon  last  Fall  a  more  suitable  Provision  for  the  Officers  & 
rates  forming  the  Quota  of  this  State  in  the  Cont.  Army;  they 
e  interrupted  in  this  Business  by  their  rising  sooner  than  was 
uded,  occasioned  by  the  Expectation  of  the  arrival  of  the 
neh  Fleet.     Early  in  their  present  Meeting  they  reassumed 

Consid'n  of  this  subject,  and  I  wo'd  fain  hope  that  such 
isures  will  be  taken  as  will  leave  the  Troops  without  any 

Cause  of  future  Complaint.  I  am  sensible  their  meritorious 
rices  have  not  been  hitherto  properly  noticed  &  their  present 
ressed  situation  apologizes  in  some  Measure  for  their  hasty 
ermination  to  quit  the  Service,  but  I  co'd  wish  that  in  com- 
licating  this  Resolution,  they  had  observed  a  gieater  Degree 
)elicacy  in  those  Expressions  which  respect  the  Legislature  of 

State,  to  w'ch  they  belong,  especially  while  their  Memorial 

this  ©ubject  was  depend'g  before  them.     The  officers  may  rely^ 

prever,  on  my  best  Intentions  to  serve  them. 

I  have  re'd  from  Colo.  V.  Schjiaek  the  Return  of  his  Regt.,  and 

*ni  happy  in  acquaint'g  your  Excellency  that   exclusive  of 

^r}'.  Regimental  artifice^rs  &c.,  the  Quota  of  Troops  fixed  for 

•  State  for  the  ensuing  Campaign  is  fully  complete.     I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
*i)  Gen.  Washington.] 

31 
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[No.  2713.] 

Colonel  Bostvcick  Wishes  His  Notes  for  Commissary  Supplia  )$ 

Legalized. 

Fifih  Kill,  6tli  Feb'y  17^. 

D'r  Gov'r^  As  every  Effort  in  me  to  procure  a  SutBeient  Supply 
of  Cash  to  Settle  the  demandis  of  the  Inhabitants  against  me  for 
Forage,  we  have  Received  within  my  district  has  liitherto  prove4J 
Ineffectual,  &  in  Ldeu  of  Cajsh  have  obtained  oi'ders  on  the  Trw* 
ury  &  Loan  Offices  of  this  State,  which  offices  I  am  IiiformcHi  are 
destitute  of  money  &  as  great  part  of  the  Inhabitants  are  diir 
treesed  for  &  have  made  dependance  on  the  money  that's  i^ 
them  from  the  Public  to  pay  their  Taxes,  I  earni'ritly  wish  that 
by  a  I^aw  of  the  Ijegislature  of  this  State,  my  notes  to  thffll' 
may  be  made  negotiable  in  an  official  way,  so  far  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  Sum  I  may  obtain  oi-ders  on  tlu-  Tivasurv  or 
Ix)an  Officios  for. 

This  ni()d(*  would  have  a  Trndemy  to  ap|K>ase  tin-  niin»lsofthe 
Inluihitants  and  ivniove  many  iihstirles  thai  mi^^ln  liiM»-afref 
accrue  in  procureing  future  Supplier  for  the  ariuy. 

As  Colo.  liny  I).  Q.  M.  (t.,  ]i;i*^  wrote  your  ExrelNiny  nri  ihi« 
Subject  in  favour  of  his  I)ei)artinent.  I  only  wish  to  hiwr  a  Sina- 
ilar  mode  adopted  relative  to  mine. 

Your  Excellency's  I^aying  this  re^iuisition  beft^iv  the  Ij^'P^ 
lature  of  the  State  will,  I  humbly  Conceive, be  Exreedingly  bene- 
fieial  to  the  l*ublic,  &  greatly  oblige  him  who  is,  with  the  High- 
est P'sieeni  «S:  regards,  your  Excellency's  most  obt.  Ifble  Serv't 

And.  Bosftwick,  D.  C.  G.  F. 
His  Excellenev  (iovernor  Clinton. 
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[No.  2714.] 

VERMONT  AFFAIRS. 

nmissioners  Present  Her  Claims  to  Congress  and  Pledge  Her 
L6yaiUy  to  the  Cause  of  America. 

In  Congress,  Feb'y  1st  1780. 

tor   of  this  day  from  Jonas  Fay,   Moses  Robinson  & 

1  R.  Bradley  was  read,  enclosing  a  paper  endorsed  "  Ap- 

»nt  of  Agents  for  Vermont." 

Feb'y  7th  1780. 

ter   of  the  fifth  from  Jonas  Fay,   Closes  Robinson  & 

I  R.  Bradley  was  read. 

)rrseiitation  from  Peter  Olcott  and  Bezaleel  Woodward 

themselves  **  Agents  for  the  greater  part  of  the  Towns 

iorrh<*rn  district  of  the  New  Hampshire  grants  on  both 

Connerticut  river  and  between  the  heights  of  land  on 

sid<fs  "  accompanied  with  a  paper  signed  '*  Joseph  Marsh, 

ill  of  said  convention  "  purporting  to  he  powers  granted 

y-  a  convention  of  members  from  the  Towns  aforesaid, 

ad. 

i«i  from  the  minutes. 

Geo.  Bond,  T>ep*y  Sec  y. 


•MMrNHATIOX    OF    ^IkSSKS.    FaY,    ROHIXSOX    AND    BUADLEY. 

Philadelphia  Feb  y  1st  1780. 
Knrloscd  your  Excellency  will  receive  a  coi>y  of  an  Act 
L^'gislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  ajjpointing  and  im- 
n<;  Agents  to  appear  &  transact  their  j)olitical  affairs  at 
nfrress  of  the  I'nited  States,  as  a  fn^e  and  Independent 
herewith,  likewise  will  be  communicated  to  you  "  a  Vwi^V 
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..] 

cation  of  the  opposition-  of  the- Inhabitants  of  Vennoi 
Oovernment  of  New  York,"  and  Vermont's  appeal  to  t| 
and  impartial  world  '^  published  by  ordier  of  the  Bvprea 
tive  authority  thereof,"  the  last  of  which  contains  soi 
principal  reasons  upon  which  the  inhabitants  of  Yenai 
and  their  right  in  assuming  government,  with  iMi  a 
the  honorable  American  Congress  in  answer  to  their  a 
24th  day  of  September  last,  together  with  a  book  con 
constitution  and  code  of  laws  as  established  by  the  fi 
said  Rtate;  and  have  only  to  add  that,  we  are  now  in  t 
and  are  ready  with  full  powers  on  the  part,  of  the  Sta 
mont  to  close  an  equitable  Union  with  the  other  In< 
States  of  America,  and  to  pledge  the  faith  of  our  coi 
to  pay  a  just  proportion  of  the  expence  of  the  present 
6.  Britain  whenever  a  constitutional  requisition  ther 
b4  made. 

Nevertheless,  we  are  not  authorised,  neither  does 
whom  we  have  the  Honor  to  represent,  view  themselv 
to  close  with  the  terms  of  the  resolutions  of  the  24th  o 
her  aforesaid,  for  the  reasons  published  in  the  appc 
referred  to.  But  could  the  Honorable  Congress  pass  c 
reasons  and  determine  that,  they  have  an  uncontrouh 
and  power  to  compel  Vermont  to  abide  their  determii 
the  premises  yet  they  cannot  conceive  it  to  be  just  and 
that,  such  an  important  cause,  in  which,  not  only  pro) 
even  liberty  for  which  we  have  been  so  long  contend! 
to  be  tried,  and  a  tinal  decision  so  hastily  had  therein, 
Qg  so  untHiual  as  it  must  inevitably  be,  on  the  part  of 

done  at  this  time. 

All  the  evidence  that  can  vo««\bly  be  exhibited,  as 
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;!»  now  unfortunately  placed,  must  be  exparte,  and  that  evidence 

fWhich  must  finally  prove  the  claim  of  New  York  and  all  others 

^'Kroundless,  upon  their  own  stating,  is  at  present  out  of  our 

[  pbw^r;  for,  if  we  are  allowed  proper  time  to  prove  that,  in  conse- 

'^iience  of  our  remonstrating  and  petitioning  the  Court  of  G. 

^fcrltairi,  that  power  had  made  a  distinct  Government  of  the 

•brairt  now  comprehending  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  appointed 

.^fovemor  Skeene  to  preside  over  the  same,  previous  to  America's 

Aeaying  its  supremacy,  it  would  silence  all  our  Enemies,  and 

:^lSge  every  man,  even  those  interested,  to  acknowledge  that, 

'.lli^  State  of  Vermont  had  an  equal  right  with  the  other  Ameri- 

[<ih  States,  to  assume  an  Independent  Government. 

""And  until  we  are  allowed  sufficient  time  to  collect  &  publish 

oiir  evidence,  the  freemen  of  Vermont,  can  never  voluntarily 

Surrender  those  liberties  which  God  &  Nature  -have  vested  them 

WitL,  by  reason  of  any  partial  adjudication,  for,  if  the  claims 

on  the  one  side  are  founded  on  arbitrary  adjudications  of  the 

Crown,  of  course,  a  subsequent  adjudication  of  the  same  power,  . 

respecting  the  premises,  miist  render  the  former  adjudication 

■lull  and  void.     If  they  are  built  on  a  right  of  purchase,  they 

■nust  fail,  for  we  possess  that  in  seclusion  of  all  others,  being 

nyi  a  prior  date,  and  for  a  valuable  consideration,  which  no  other 

V- 

party  can  pretend  to.     If  on  a  right  of  conquest  they  fail.     If 

wi  a  right  of  settlement  and  occupancy,  in  this  likewise,  as  well 
sis  on  every  principle  of  the  law  of  Nature  &  Nations,  they  cer- 
^Sainly  fail. 

'We  isincerely  lament  that  neighbouring  States  from  local  pre- 
judices, or  other  views,  should  raise  internal  animosities  during 
ithe  severe  contest  with  G.  Britain,  and  thereby  give  fresh  re- 
Konrces  to  our  common  Enemy  to  procrastinate  the  wjir,  and  un- 
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necessarily  continue  the  effusion  of  human  blood.     And  i 
your  Excellency's  most  Obdt.  hum'e  Serv'ts 

Jonas  Fay, 
Moses  Robiusoo 
Stephen  R.  Brad 
His  Excellency  Samuel    Huntington,  Esqr.,    President  c 
Congress. 
(Copy) 


Argument  of  Messrs.  Olcott  and  Woodward. 
To  his  Excellency  the  President  and  the  honorable  the  mt 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  Anier 
Peter  Olcott  and  Bezaleel  Woodward,  Agents*  for  the  £ 
part  of  the  Towns  in  the  northern  destrict  of  the  New 
shire  Grants  on  hoth  sides  of  Connecticut  river,  and  hi 
the  heights  of  land  on  the  two  sides. 

Hum  My  be|z  leave  to  rejiiH-nrut, 
t 
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last  laid  before  a  Committee  of  Congress  sundry  papers  relative 
to  their  political  situation,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  in  the 
hearing  relative  to  the  said  Grants,  the  great  object  of  which 
is  to  communicate  the  earnest  desire  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
northern  destrict  from  Connecticut  river  to  the  Highlands  on 
each  side  that  they  may  not  be  subjected  to  seperate  jurisdic- 
tions, and  that  in  case  Congress  shall  see  fit  to  approve  an  estab- 
lishment of  a  new  State  on  the  Grants,  that  the  whole  so  far  as 
the  nighlands  east  of  the  river  may  be  included  in  it  otherwise 
that  the  whole  of  the  Grants  be  annexed  to  New  Hampshire  as 
they  conceive  a  divisional  line  at  the  river  will  be  injurious  not 
only  to  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants  but  also  to  the  public 
weal. 

For  the  following  reasons —     . 

1.  The  inhabitants  on  both  sides  of  the  river  received  grants 
of  their  lands  and  charters  of  incorporation  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, which  they  apprehended  gave  them  good  reason  to  expect 
to  be  continued  subjects  of  one  and  the  same  State,  as  they 
were  by  their  incorporations  entitled  to  the  same  privileges, 
whi<:h  could  not  (after  being  granted)  be  justly  taken  from  them 
without  their  consent.  The  d(M*ree  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty  four,  by  which  the*  inhabitants  on  the 
tw^o  sicles  of  the  river  were  subj(H-ted  to  seperate  jurisdictions, 
viz  one  i)art  to  New  ^ Crk  while  the  other  was  continued  subject 
to  New  Hanipshire,  was  imssed  Without  any  previous  notice  to 
the  inhal)itants  who  were*  most  inniiediat(»ly  interested  in  ilu* 
matter,  to  whom  it  was  both  grevious  and  injurious,  and  who 
never  acqiiies(*ed  therein;  and  as  it  was  rendered  cfTica<Mous  only 
by  that  arbitrary  power  which  has  in  vain  attemi>ted  to  enslave 
the  United  States,  the  inhabitants  conceive  that  the  operation 
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of  it  cannot  be  fairly  construed  to  conrtinae  aince  tkededhiir 
tion  of  independence. 

2.  The  situation  of  the  country  in  respect  to  meant^of  CMf 
munication  is  such  as  renders  a  division  at  the  rWer  greitt) 
injurious  to  the  inhabitants.  The  range  of  monntaiM  oi 
the  west  side  and  Highlands  on  the:  east  side  at  the.  Astw 
of  about  twenty  miles  extend  through  the  Orants  fromnort 
to  south  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  the  yalley  betvb 
which  heights  is  at  the  river,  which  will  ever  occasion  the  pri 
cipal  communication  and  traffic  of  that  part  of  the  country 
center  at  the  river;  therefore  a  line  at  the  river  will  bring  t 
center  of  that  business  to  the  extreme  parts  of  two  Statt 
which  must  ever  be  inconvenient  in  a  country  situated  as  that 

3.  To  have  a  line  at  the  river  will  throw  each  part  into  a  m 
incommodious  situation  in  respect  to  Government.  In  that  cf 
the  State  must  be  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  len| 
from  north  to  south  and  not  more  than  from  forty  to  fifty  mi 
in  width  east  and  west  through  the  longest  extent  of  whi 
from  north  to  south  is  a  range  of  mountains  which  will  !>ri 
the  body  of  inhabitants  on  the  two  extreme  parts,  reudi^r 
management  of  their  political  affairs  very  inconvenient  and  vy 
have  a  tendency  to  create  divisions  with  parties  among  thi 
Again  if  a  State  be  formed  west  of  the  river  only,  county  bu 
ness  in  that  and  New  Hampshire  must  center  either  at  the  • 
tremities  of  the  States,  or  on  the  heights  of  land  remote  fn 
the  principal  part  of  inhabitants. 

4.  The  coincident  sentiments  of  the  people  on  the  <trant8 
both  sides  of  the  river  in  respec^t  to  government  and  their  > 
sires  to  be  united  point  out  the  inexpetliency  of  a  division 
the  river. 
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;   We  think  otirselved  warranted  to  assure  Congress  that  for  the 

:     foregoing  and  other  reasons  a  large  majority  of  inhabitants  on 

I'    either  side  of  the  river  are  desirous  of  an  establishment  of  an 

i     union,  of  the  whole,  and  that  no  division  be  made  at  the  river. 

i        Our  constituents  rejoice  at  the  interposition  of  Congress  in 

i 

i     the  affair,  and  their  assurance  of  a  speedy  issue  of  the  contest, 

f    by  the  continuance  of  w^hich  they  have  been  involved  in  innu- 

;     merable  diflficulties;  and  mean  to  govern  themselves  according 

to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  on  the  premises. 

We  entreat  a  decision  on  the  subject  as  soon  as  Congress  in 

their  wisdom  can  judge  expedient  as  every  delay  is  productive 

of  new  confusions  and  animosities  among  the  people. 

And  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 


Peter  Olcott 
Beza.  Woodward. 


Philad'ia  Feb'y  1st  1780. 
(Copy) 


Mjbjssrs.  Fay,  Robinson  and  Bradley  Pledge  the  Loyalty  op 
Vermont  to  Congress. 

Philadelphia  Feb'y  5th  1780. 

Sir,  In  pursuance  of  our  appointment  from  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, we  have  in  discharge  of  our  betrustment,  waited  on  the 
Grand  Council  of  the  United  States  of  America;  have  delivered 
to  them  a  copy  of  our  credentials,  impowering  us  to  close  a 
union  and  confederation  with  the  other  States  &c.  And  are 
now  about  to  take  our  leave  of  this  City,  to  meet  the  Assembly 
of  the  State  we  represent,  which  are  shortly  to  convene,  to 
adopt  measures  for  protecting  our  infant  frontiers,  and  vigor- 
ously prosecuting  the  War  against  the  common  Enemy. 
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We  are  assured  that  nothing  on  our  part  shall  deter  ai,  frai 

spirited  y  opposing  the  Savages  of  the  Wilderness,  or  the  pom 

of  Great  Britain.    And  have  full  confidence  that  neither  Stitfi, 

or  individuals,  that  are  attached  to  the  American  caase.  eu 

wish  to  divert  us  from  our  fixed  purpose.    And  shall  ever  itiii 

ready  to  acquiesce  in  any  requisition  made  by  CongresSf  wrt 

incompatible  with  our  own  internal  police.    And  are,  with  the 

highest  sentiments  of  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  liam'le 

Servants 

Jonas  Fay, 

Moses  RobinsoD. 

Stephen  R.  Bradley. 

His  Excellency  Saml.  Huntington,  Esqr.  President  Congress. 

(Copy) 


[No.  2715.] 

CoiiiicU    of    Ma^sm'ihuaetts    Bay    to    the    P/r^WcMf    of    Congr(^ 
Respecting  the  Xew  Hampshire  Grants. 

State  of  Mass'tts  Bay.  Council  Chamber  Boston  FW»t  Ttli 
1780. 

Sir.  Tlie  rK^ioial  Assembly  of  tins  State,  ajrr<*e;il»li*  !<»  Tl»'*ir 
letter  of  the  2d  of  Dercmb'r  last,  prn<*eeded  upon  ilit*  ilnsin*!^'^ 
recomc^nded  to  tln'm  by  r'onjjross  relative  to  a  distrirt  ol  rnuD- 
try  ralbnl  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  and  appointed  a  rommi^ 
tee  anonlinj^ly  to  asiertaiii  their  rij^hts.  The  eommilte**  aft**' 
makiufc  some  prop»«»ss  in  this  matter,  repi'esented  to  the  AssriP 
bly,  that  they  should  not  be  abb*  to  report  at  the  then  session 
and  recpiested  the  favor  of  further  time,  which  was  ;rranted  l' 
them,  and  they  were  desired  to  make  report  at  the  next  sittinj 
of  the  Court,  which  will  be  on  the  eighth  of  March  next,  vihfi^ 
this  matter  will  be  again  taken  up  &  proceeded  upon,  with  « 
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ich  dispatch  as  the  multiplicity  of  Business  which  necessary 
iploy  their  attention  in  a  time  of  war  will  admit  of. 
In  the  name  &  behalf  of  the  Council,  I  am,  with  every  senti- 
ent of  Esteem  your  most  obed't  serv't 

Jer:  Powell,  Pres'dt. 
ie  Hon'ble  Saml.  Huntington,  Esqr. 


[No.  2716.] 
Colonel  ^lagaw  to  General  Ileath.     This  document  will  be 
mndas  a  footnote  to  Document  2718,  below. — State  Bistorian. 


[No.  2717.] 
IV'tition  from  Rochester.     This  document  will  be  found  under 
>»<  iiment  2700,  to  which  it  belongs. — State  Historian. 


[No.  2718.] 

'fvra/  Heath  Proposes  to  Retire  from  the  Sen^ice  to  Recover  His 

Health, 

Head  Quarters  Highlands  Feb.  15,  1780. 

^'iv,  VtsttM-day  1  was  lionor'd  with  yours  of  the  Sth  Instant. 
^m  ha|i{»y  to  hear  tliat  tlu*  |M()s|MM-t  of  relief  for  tin*  army  from 
li»*  lioiKnabN'  tlic  Li^^islatr.rc  is  in  a  train  so  promising. 

V«^st(M'(lay  a  Mr.  .Jaui(*s  Ludlow*  came  out  of  New  York.  I 
iis  nu  i1h»  point  of  ordering  him  immediately  back,  he  not 
•»^'iujr  had  your  Kxeelleucy's  ju<*vious  ])ermission  to  eome  out, 


•Long  Island,  l^th  Feb'y  1780. 

s'.   The  ruaror,    Mr.   JaiiKs   Ludlow,    whoso   parents  live   up   the   North    Kiver   has 

<i-z^  pemi>sion   to  go  out  ^   n  side  with   his  friends  in  our   Linos. 

I  Uve  had  the  plea.sure  of  his  a<  (luaiMuinc  vwr  since  my  (""nptlvity,  during  all  which 

tf  he  has  conducted  hlni.«'elf  witli  d<  comy  propriety  &  moderation. 

^J  favours  Sir  you  may  b.-  pi.  a.<«d  to  .v^liew  him  will,  I  am  sure,  bo  uuatteuded  with 

'T  bad  consequences  &   conf«'r   a   particular   favour   on,    sir,    your   most   Obdt.    H'ble 

•""t  Robt.  M&Kaw. 

"tT)le  G«n.  Heath. 
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but  from  some  letters  brought  -out  .by.  hiin,  ^hich  I  de  nji 
the  hrtiior  to  enclose,  and  for  some  other  reasons,  I  htvei 
him  to  the  Commissioners  of  eo»spiracies  at  Poughkeepsie  u 
your  pleasure  is  known.  .  .    : 

The  indisposition  with  which  I  was  visited  the  former  fax 
the  winter,  and  whieh  is  not  yet  fully  eradicated,  aad  aa  alo 
incessant  appli<*ation  to  business  ever  since,  and  much  of  i 
a-  nature  truly  perplexing,  have  made  it  iudispensibly  necejBfi 
that  I  should  have  a  short  relaxation  and  change  of  air;  1 1 
in  a  few  days  set  out  for  Xew  Enghmd.  I  shall*  leave  the  a 
with  much  regret,  and  cannot  leave  the  State  without  certif; 
my  acknowledgements  of  the  polite  attention  and  suppu 
have  received  from  your  Excellency  on  every  occasion. 
•  I  pray  you,  be  pleased  to  accept  my  most  hearty  tba 
Major  iieneral  Howe*  will  command  here  during  my  abse 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  greatest  respect  your  K) 
lency's  most  obed.  Serv't  W.  Heat 

His  Excellency  Ooveruor  Clinton. 

P.  S.  I  am  informed  that  the  bundle  designed  for  Mr.<*. 
Dougal.  and  several  others  stopt  at  the  Lines,  were  either  ta 
or  burnt  bv  the  Enemv. 


[No.  2719.] 
M.\TEKL\L  FOR  A  HISTORY  OF  THE  WAR. 
Du    Simitivn'M  Ambition — A   Rrmurkuhly   Cold    Wintrr — Phil 
ph ill's    !*hihts()phir(il   .^fn^ietif  Appoints  a   Committee   to  In* 
into  thv  tJffn'ts  of  the  Cold. 
[Private] 

Sir,     I  must  injifi'ss  ili;ii  I  have  been  and  am  yet  exce^Mli 
disliarter.ed  at  niM  bavin*;  Immmi  favoured  with  a  line  from 

9- — — 

•i?o5<»ft  Howe. 


Public  Papers  of- George  Clinton,  49S 

^Excellency  notwithstanding  the  many  letters  I  did  myself  the 
honour  to  write  yoti  last  year,  and  which  I  have  little  doubt  have 
<«ome  to  hand,  as  I  always  took  great  care  of  forwarding*  them  by 
-the  best  opportunities.     I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the 
iong  Silence  of  your  Excellency  as  I  had  flattering  hopes- from 
-the  letter  you  honoured  me  with  in  April  last,  that,  when  leisure 
^would  permit  it,  I  would  be  favoured  with  the  honour  of  a  eorre- 
^pondance  with  a  gentleman  for  whom  I  entertain  the  highest 
^Sentiments  of  Esteem  and  respect.     I  omitted  no  opportunity 
-of  cotiveying  to  your  Excellency  Such  publications  as  occasion- 
ally appeared  here,  and  all  my  letters  contained.  Something  or 
^ther  of  that  kind;  in  one  of  the  26th  of  April  last  I  inclosed  a 
picture  in  black  lead  of  a  gentleman  for  whose  memory  I  make 
no  doubt  you  entertain  the  greatest  veneration,  and  I  flattered 
myself  that  that  little  present  would  meet  with  a  favourable 
reception  from  your  Excellency.     My  last  was  dated  October  ye 
8th  and  was  favoured  by  Mr.  Jay's  brother;  it  contained  two 
pamphlets  and  a  proclamation. 

In  my  letter  of  August  2M  I  requested  the  assistance  of  your 
Excellency  for  my  collection  of  Alnerican  papers  and  memoirs, 
of  the  last  of  which  I  intended  to  have  given  you  a  further 
account;  this  would  have  been  done  before  now,  had  I  been  more 
Saccessfull  in  ray  application  to  Congress;  the  inclosed  copy  of 
a  letter  to  the  president  of  Congress,  in  date  of  the  24th  Decem- 
ber last,  will  inform  you  of  the  whole  affair  and  have  only  to 
add,  that,  on  the  27tli  my  letter  was  read  and  after  Some  de- 
bates postponed  to  the  ensuing  Fryday,  at  which  time  it  did 
not  come  on  the  carpet  at  all,  Congress  being  that  day  wholy 
taken  up  on  business  of  greater  importance,  and  it  has  lain 
^onuant  ever  Since.     Altho  I  hav.e  lost  by  absence  and  death 
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Since  the  time  I  presented  my  memorial,  many  of  my  t 
friends  in  Conj^ress,  yet  I  have  Several  left  that  are  well 
qiiainted  with  Ihe  value  of  my  rolleetion  and  art;  willing 
patronize  my  undertaking?.  They  were  opposed  by  Some  gen 
men  whom  I  have  no  kind  of  aequaintanee  with,  nor  have  t 
ever  been  at  my  hous(\,  (altho  it  was  recommended  to  thru 
Conj^ress  by  my  friends  to  jj^o  thither  that  the3'  iiiijj:ht  bo  be 
informed  of  the  grounds  of  my  pretensions)  their  objecti 
were  rather  unfair,  for  one  was,  that,  I  could  not  8i>eak  a  w 
of  Enj^lish!  that  if  a  history  or  memoirs  of  America  were  t( 
wrote,  it  Should  be  by  an  American,  and  not  by  a  foreigi 
they  proposed  that  Several  Should  write  a  history,  and  he  t 
wrote  the  best  Should  receive  a  premium,  with  many  r 
notions  of  th(*  like  kind,  with  which  I  Sliail  not  trouble  y 
Excellency,  but  only  ad<l,  that,  the  principal  opponents  wei 
delegate  of  North  Carolina,  and  one  of  Khode  Island,  foisoc 
It  happened  odly  enough  that  the  evening  of  the  dcbai 
rhaared   !♦»  diHe  al    tli*'  rhrvaliiT.  anri    I   Sal    Im^I  sv*^*  ii    1u*)il 
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The  Western  Expedition  under  Gen.  Sullivan  has  raised  my 
mriosity  on  the  Subject  of  the  Indian  war  in  which  the  Ameri- 
can army  especially  in  that  campaijijn,  has  penetrated  farther 
ind  Seen  more  of  the  Iroquois  country  than  ever  had  been  done 
>efore,  at  least  to  my  knowledjo^e.  I  have,  therefore,  been  at 
?ome  pains  to  collect  and  write  down  Short  notes  from  the 
>ublic  papers  of  all  the  transactions  of  the  war  with  the  Savages 
'or  the  two  last  years.  A  journal*  of  a  Soldier  of  the  4th 
*ennsylv'a  Ke^t.  (a  man  of  Some  learninjij)  has  lately  come  to 
ny  hands;  he  begins  at  Middle  Fort,  Schojiarie,  August  1778  & 
continues  it  down  to  his  return  to  Easton,  after  Gen.  Sullivan's 
•ampaign;  it  is  Short  but  curious  enough  and  among  other 
lungs  there  is  tlie  distance  and  bearings  of  all  the  places  thro 
vhich  he  marched.  All  the  printed  nm^s  I  have  ever  Seen  (and 
:  possess  most  of  them)  give  hardly  any  Idea  and  Some  of  them 
lone  at  all  of  the  numerous  towns  &  Settlements  which  the 
iriuy  destroyed;  but  in  a  large  manuscript  map  comprehending 
he  upper  pari  of  Hudson  river,  all  the  Mohawks  river  to  Os- 
vego,  and  all  tlu^  country  of  tlu*  live  nations  with  the  lakes  and 
ivers,  on  the  South  Shore  of  lake  Ontario,  I  find  placed  in  it, 
our  or  liv(»  of  the  principal  towns  thro'  which  the  army  passed, 
vith  tin*  numb(»r  of  houses  and  tin*  distance  from  each  other; 
he  farthcrest  Town  is  Thenessee,  markVl  in  my  maj)  50  houses, 
vhereas  (leu.  Sullivan  Says  12S;  but  this  can  be  easilv  accounted 
or  by  encrease  Since  this  map  was  made  (about  22  years  ago); 
t  was  drawn  by  a  forcMgn  engineer,  1  Sui)pose  in  the  royal 
iLmericans,  and  was  given  me  Some  years  after  in  New  York 
ty  Col.  now  Gen.  A.  Prevost.  The  above  are  all  the  materials 
have  as  yet  to  work  up  my  account,  which  I  intend€»d  to  have 

*See  Volume  III,  pages  630-632,  and  Volume  IV,  pages  222-232. 
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Since  the  time  I  presented  my  memorial,  many  of  my 
friends  in  Congress,  yet  I  have  Several  Iteft  that  are  wel 
quninted  with  the  value  of  my  collection  and  art:  willii! 
patronize  my  undertaking.  They  were  opposed  by  Some  g< 
men  whom  I  have  no  kind  of  acquaintance  with,  nor  have 
ever  been  at  my  house,  (altho  it  was  recommended  to  the 
Congress  by  my  friends  to  go  thither  that  they  might  be  b 
informed  of  the  grounds  of  my  pretensions)  their  objei: 
were  rather  unfair,  for  one  was,  that,  I  could  not  Sjio.ak  a 
of  English!  that  if  a  history  or  memoirs  of  America  wen* 
wrote,  it  Should  be  by  an  American,  and  not  by  a  forei; 
they  proposed  that  Several  Should  write  a  history,  aud  he 
wrote  the  best  Should  receive  a  premium,  with  many 
notions  of  the  like  kind,  with  which  I  Shall  not  trouble 
Excellency,  but  only  add,  that,  the  principal  opponents  wt 
delegate  of  North  Carolina,  and  one  of  Rhode  Islainl.  foi8< 
It  hai»pened  odly  enough  that  the  evening  of  tlu*  dil»; 
chance<l  to  dine  at. the  Cli<»valier,  an<l  I  Sat  ImMwimu  two 
gates,  one  of  which  I  liavi*  reason  to  believe  favoms  hh* 
other  to  whom  I  was  a  Stranger  had  (as  I  was  afii-rwan 
forni(Hl)  been  rather  against  nn*,  but  after  Some  ronvtTsiat 
left  him  I  think  in  better  disj»osition.  I  have  giv^n  myself 
little  roncern  about  the  matter  Since.  I  must  not  oiw'n  x< 
that  Mr.  rhancellor  Livingston  juUronize  me  and  has  givt- 
hop«»s  that  I  Should  have  the  vote  of  your  Statt*.  The 
gentleman  of  the  committee  on  my  affair  n^maining  in  t'on 
18,  Mr.  Wm.  i'hurchill  Houston  of  Now  Jersey,  who  U'fr 
me  vt»ry  much:  he  has  presented  me  with  the  I^aws  and 
of  the  council  and  assembly  of  his  State.  Since  the  ri'voli 
and  has  addcMl  to  it  a  curious  folio  volume  of  State  ^mpt^rs 
the  origin  of  that  colony  down  to  many  years  afterwairds. 
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-museum;  indeed  every  body  and  every  thing  were  almost  frozen 
up,  one  had.  enough,  to  do  to  keep  one  Self  warm,  not  without 
^reat  expence,  for  hickory  was  once  at  400  dollars  p  cord,  but 
there  was  plenty  of  it.  Yesterday  it  began  to  rain  and  thaw, 
.and  it. came  on  So  fast,  that  all  the  Streets  were  Soon  laid  under 
water  from  the  great  quantity  of  Snow  and  ice  that  had  laid 
on' them  for  upwards  of  Six- weeks;  in  Short,  what  with  the  cold, 
thre*  Storms  of  Snow,  the  alarms  of  fire,  the  repeated  robberies 
both  in  the  Streets  and  in  the  houses,  it  has  been  the  most  dis- 
agreable  time  that  I  ever  Saw  or  heard  of,  but  diversions  have' 
4ind  Still  continue  to  go  on  as  if  every  thing  was  in  the  most 
■comlortable .  time  of  profound  pea(;e  and  Security.  The  money 
-depreciate  Still  and  where  it  will  end  or  when  it  will  Stop,  I 
'believe.  God.  only  knows.  .  ;  t 

The  Philosophical  Society  has  lately  appointed  a  committeis 
(of  which  I  am  one)  to  inquire  into  the  effects  of  the  cold  with 
respect  to  the  air^  water.  Soil  &  the  vegetable,  animal  and  mki- 
-eral  Kingdoms;  if  any  gentlemen  in  your  parts  have  made  Some 
observations  on  that  Subject  and  would  be  pleased  to  commo<ni- 
-cate  them  to  the  Society  they  would  be  gratefully  received,  and 
proper  notice  taken  of  them. 

Last  Saturday  evening  a  lai^e  parcel  of  English  letters  that 
bad  come  in  the  last  regular  pacquet  that  Sail'd  from  England 
for  America  in  October  1775,  were  Sent  to  the  coffee  house  here 
by  a  gentleman  of  Trenton,  who  found  them  in  a  house  he  lately 
purehas'd  at  that  place.  In  looking  over  them  I  found  Several 
priiited  papers  directed  to  members  of  Congress  at  that  time, 
the  inclosed  is  one  of  them  directed  to  your  Excellency,  the 
others  I  gave  to  Mr.  Thomson.  It  is  a  ministerial  paper  that 
comes  rather  too  kite  in  the  day.     I  had  inclosed  in  my  letter 
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vmht^lliNhfMl  \\\\\\  Uw  U»ftt  ^otch  of  the  nuip  of  Tlie 
ooiiM  h)i\(*  iiuulf  (for  nn  aornrale  one  can  nof  be  f'iiyT[*4 
^oiiM  hiixr  lusoiitHl  a  \\\aj\  of  iho  order  of  nutrck  aii ij 
on)rr  of  hiHiU*  of  ilu«  nrni^^  ^1  bavc  it)  and  also  Traced  ikt 
thro'  ihr  ooinidx.  \\\\\\  a  Skoirh  of  the  plan  of  the  i»f» 
ti't'iu-huKMUs  {U  Nt*\%  To^u,  uHMild  I  procure  ht;  tothkli 
lia\««  luMrd  tlrNiiiptioiis  :uid  drawuifra  of  the  nanzral  nd 
Ai'inl  rinu»Mi>t»N  btnuif^hi  hvui  ihrinH»,  a  very  few  of  whid 
A»  xoi  romr  i»»  in\  |M>isrNNioii.  1  liavf  ;Uro  made  inquiries  i 
ibo  i»(tiorr>  K\\  \\\\  iuK\\\:i\\\[in\r%'  iluit  have  been  <in  that  r 
ii*\ii;  iliix  piouiiNoil  lo  iiSNiNi  nu'  l»ut  are  now  at  cami». 
\tr>  roiMiiKr.i  ili;U  »i  \>oi>M  l»t'  frn^atly  in  your  Exf-ei 
iH^^fj-  u*  Si  i\.->  »'^»-  ^^  -»  iii,si«^i:rtls  l»y  iiiterfsiingyoTirli 
Tbv  iMiu!:!!  :.:  i.M  W\ui\\  :xxu\  you  rail  not  doubt  of  mv  p 
t^:i,.U  A    Tv.:::i:  !.:;;u.v.    hvA    Mox^.    1    ^„^^    ^^^.^  ^,j,,j^, 

:..v  ...    :x    .:.    .>:...-...>    ..:   s^,:;,,^,^  >^hirh  I  am  V 

''-.a^r  1  havr  r.u  » 

^      ^  "^      ^.  to  t;,on.  sa 

W"         ■ "  '         -  '        -.  ^    -    .  X.  .  ^ 

-    •  .IV  liul'.aus.  tail 
^■*  —       >    -.  > 

■••'■'**^'^  \»txl.av 

■"'     S^onu.   tbV 
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New  York  Sunruders  Jurisdiction  Over  Her  Western  Territory  to 
the  National  Confederation. 

Instructions  from  the  I^»gislature  of  the  State  of  ^'ew  York 
to  their  Delepjatea  in  the  Honorable  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  (Hven  at  Albany  the  eighteenth  Day  of 
February  Anno:  Dom:  1780. 

Whereas  by  an  Act  passed  at  this  present  Meeting  of  the 
Legislature  held  at  the  City  of  Albany  entitled  *'An  Act  to 
facilitate  the  Completion  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and 
perpetual  T'nion  among  the  United  States  of  America"  you,  the 
said  Delegates,  are  authorized  to  limit  and  restrict  the  Boun- 
daries of  this  State  in  the  western  Parts  thereof,  by  such  Line 
or  Lines  and  in  such  Manner  and  Form  as  you  for  the  Purposes 
mentioned  in  the  ^^aid  Act  shall  judge  Expedient. 

And  whereas,  it  is  conceived  necessary  in  a  Business  of  such 
high  Moment  to  the  State  that  you  should  be  instructed  by  the 
I>egislature  in  the  discharge  of  tlie  Trust  reposed  in  you  by  the 
said  Act,  you  are,  thc](»fore,  directed  in  limiting  the  said  Boun- 
daries to  insist  on  the  following  Propositions  in  the  order  in 
which  they  stand  vizt: 

1st.  On  a  Line  from  the  north  East  Corner  of  Pennsylvania 
along  the  north  15ouuds  then^of  to  its  northwest  Corner;  aud 
continued  from  thence  until  it  intersects  a  meridian  Line  drawn 
from  the  forty  tifth  Degree  of  north  Lattitude  thro'  a  Point  Ten 
Miles  due  west  from  th(^  most  westerly  Bent  or  Inclination  of 
the  Strait  between  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  St.  Clair,  Thence  by  the 
said  meridian  Line  to  the  forty  tifth  Degree  of  north  Latitude 
&  Thence  by  the  said  forty  fifth  Degree  of  north  Latitude. 

2dly.  On  a  Line  from  the  north  East  Corner  of  Pennsylvania 
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of  the  2:5(1  of  last  August  *•  an  assay  on  free  trade  and  fiuan^r." 

and  I  now  S(*nd  the  two  other  tracts  on  the  Same  jSubjtvt.  the 

last  is  in   I>unlai>*s  Packet  for  Jan'j  8th;  to  this  I  add  "the 

Strictuics  on  the  Miscliianza  "  a  pani[>h]et  just  rejiublisbtMl  fmrn 

th(»  Eujrlish  Edition. 

I  ho|«r  jind  wisli  that  all  those  little  matters  may  bn  a^reable 

to  your  Kxcclleiiry,  and  beg  your  indulgence  for  having  tr»4- 

passed  So  long  on  your  time  and  patience  with  this  long  N*ti«r, 

and  con<ln<h'  with  assuring  you  that   nothing  wi.l   giv**  iii«'  ;i 

greater  Satisfarliou  that  to  be  certain  by  a  fi*w  iin.-s  fruin  v" 

that  I  am  not  ciuite  ft»rgot.     In  that  ho[»e  I  have  th*-  hoiionr  iii 

Subsrrilf<'  myself,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Kxullnn}* 

most  ol.r<!lrut  and  most  humble  Servant 

iMi  Simitit-if. 

in  Arch  Street  Six  doors  above  FiMirih  Stnri. 

]Miila(lrl].liia.  February  Kith  1780. 

His  Kx«»i!«hrv  (Jovt'rnour  <Minton. 


[No.  L»7liO.] 

Captain   Jnhn    Wont!,  of   Oranije  Countif,  a    Prisoner  at   f'fnimhlti. 
Asks  to  he  Exehan*jed, 

rhnmbly,  February  b.tli  17^"». 
May  it  pltMs.*  vtmr  K\tt'll«*nrv. 

I  tak«*  ill  •  i.iluTty  of  this  Opjioi tnnity  to  inform  y-.-i  iliat  1  jmh 

at  this  |»l;h  r  ami  to  n-qufst  your  Interest  to  have  me  exehim;:*'*' 

as  s<M»n  a>  pnssibji*  you  will  oblige  me  much  by  informin;:  uiv 

wifi»  tliat    I   am   hrn-  and   well.     I   am  your  Kx4-ell«-n«y*s  M«»#t 

dient   llumblr  Si-rvant 

.T4»hn  Wood,  Tapt.  of  Orange  •'ountv. 
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[No.  2721.] 

retr  York  Surremlers  Jurisdiction  Over  Her  Western  Territory  to 
the  National  Confedemtion. 
Instnntions  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York 

to  their   T)ele«:at(»s  in  the  Honorable  Congress  of  the  United 

Btates   of   America.     Given  at  Albany  the  eighteenth  Day  of 

Yebruaiy  .\nno:  Dom:  1780. 

Whereas  by  an  Act  passed  at  this  present  fleeting  of  the 
Lepslatiire  held  at  the  City  of  Albany  entitled  *'An  Act  to 
facilitate  the  Completion  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and 
porjK'tual  T'nion  among  the  United  States  of  America  "  you.  the 
said  Delegates,  are  authorized  to  limit  and  restrict  the  Boun- 
daries of  this  Stat(»  in  the  western  Parts  thereof,  by  such  Line 
or  Lines  and  in  such  Manner  and  Form  as  you  for  the  Purposes 
nK'iitioned  in  the  said  Act  shall  judge  Expedient. 

And  whereas,  it  is  conceived  necessary  in  a  Business  of  such 
liijrh  MoiiieiiT  to  the  State  that  you  should  be  instructed  by  the 
I>^;^islaiiire  in  tiie  discharge  of  the  Trust  reposed  in  you  by  the 
said  Art.  yini  aic,  therefore,  directed  in  limiting  the  said  Boun- 
daries lo  insist  on  tlu»  following  Propositions  in  the  order  in 
^lii«h  they  stand  vizt: 

1st.  On  a  Line  from  the  north  East  Corner  of  Pennsylvania 
alonjx  the  north  l^ounds  thereof  to  its  northwest  Corner;  and 
<-<»ntinued  from  thence  until  it  interserts  a  meridian  Line  drawn 
from  the  forty  fifth  Degree  of  north  Lattitude  thro'  a  Point  Ten 
Miles  due  west  from  the  most  westerly  Bent  or  Inclination  of 
the  Strait  between  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  St.  Clair,  Thence  by  the 

:   wid  meridian  Line  to  the  forty  tifth  Degree  of  north  Latitude 
&  Thence  by  the  said  forty  fifth  Degree  of  north  Latitude. 
2dly.  On  a  Line  from  the  north  East  Corner  of  Pei\T\H\\N*A\V\^ 
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along  the  north  Bounds  thereof,  to  its  northwest  Comer  and  cm-  ' 
tinned  from  thence  until  it  intersects  a  Meridian  Line  drm 
from  the  forty  fourth  Degree  of  north  Latitude  thro'  a  Pbint 
Ten  Miles  due  west  from  the  most  westerly  Bent  or  Inclinaiioi 
•of  the  Strait  between  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  St.  Clair/theiioe  I7 
the  said  Meridian  Line  to  the  forty  fourth  Degree  of  nortfc 
Latitude;  Thence  by  the  said  forty  fourth  Degree  of  north  Litl- 
tnde  to  Lake  Ontario  or  the  River  St.  Lawrence;  Thence  down 
the  north  Banks  of  the  said  Lake  and  the  said  River  to  tbe 
forty  fifth  Degree  of  north  Latitude,  &  thence  by  the  said  forty 
fifth  Degree  of  north  Latitude. 

3dly.  On  the  Bounds  mentioned  in  the  first  Proposition  for 
the  Juri8diction  of  this  State,  yielding  up  to  the  United  Statvi 
ill}  Right  of  or  Preemption  of  Soil  of  the  Tract  of  Country  lying 
west  of  a  meridian  Line  drawn  from  the  forty  fifth  Degree  of 
north  Latitude  thro'  a  Point  twenty  miles  due  west  of  the  most 
westerly  Bent  or  Inclination  of  the  River  or  Strait  of  Xiajran 
as  far  South  and  north  and  west  of  the  said  meridian  Line,  a« 
this  Stale  extends. 

4thly.  On  the  Bounds  mentioned  in  the  second  Proposition 
for  xho  Jurisdiction  of  this  State  yielding  up  to  the  Vnited 
Statics  till*  liijiht  or  Preemption  of  Soil  of  the  Tract  of  roiintrr 
dcsrrilMMl  in  the  third  Proposition. 

.Ithly.  On  a  Line  from  the  north  East  I'orner  of  Pennsyh'anii 

alonj:  th«»  north  Bounds  thereof  tt»  its  north  west  i.'orner:  thence 

southerly  aUni;:  the  west   I>tHUHl>  thereof  until  the  Head  of  the 

'loga  l»ears  <luf  west:  Th»Mire  due  west  to  the  Head  of  the 

aga:  ThfUre  down  the  rayaho^ra  to  the  mouth  thereof; 

» due  north  \o  tlu*  forty  fourth  Degree  of  north  l-;itltude; 

'  by  the  forty  ftnirth  Dtgrfv  of  north  Latitude  to  I^ke 
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Ontario  or  the  River  St.  Lawrence;  Tlience  by  the  north  Brinks 
Qt  th«  said  Lake  and  of  the  said  River  to  the  forty  fifth  Degree 
^.l)orth  Latitude  aijd  thence  by  the  said  forty  fifth  Degree  of 
^q^^b  Latitude.  .... 

,  .6thly,..On.  the  Bounds  described  in  the  fifth  Proposition,  for 
tl|e  Jurisdiction  of.  this  State  yielding  up  to  the  United  States 
the  Right  or  Preemption  of  Soil  of  the  Tract  of  Country  de- 
acubedJ]}  the  third  Proposition,  and  also  the  Right  or  Preemp- 
tion pf  Soil  of  the  Tract,  of  Cquntry  lying  wegt  of  Pennsylvania 
tud  Oil,  the  South  side  of  Lake  Erie. 

Tthly.  You  are  at  liberty  to  agree  upon  ai\y  other  Line  or 
Lines  which  you  may  judge  from  Circumstances  to  be  consistent 
with  your  Trust,  and  equally  advantageous  for  the  State  with 
^her  of  the  Propositions  abovementioned:  but  if  neither  of  the 
taid  Propositions  or  such  others  as  you  shall  state  shall  take 
Place,  you  shall  in  no  Case  restrict  or  limit  the  Bounds  of  the 
State  so  as  to  exclude  or  relinquish  any  Part  of  the  Territory 
comprized  within  the  following  Description  which  yoa  are  to 
consider  and  maintain  as  the  Ultimatum  of  this  State  both  with 
Respect  of  the  Right  of  Soil  or  Pre-emption  from  the  natives  and 
of  Jurisdiction,  subject  to  the  Provisoe  herein  after  mentioned, 

A  Line  from  the  north  East  Corner  of  Pennsylvania  along  the 
north  Bounds  thereof  to  its  northwest  Corner  continued  due 
Wf^t  until  it  shall  be  intersected  by  a  meridian  Line  to  be  drawn 
from  the  forty  fifth  Degree  of  north  Latitude  thro'  a  Point 
twenty  Miles  due  west  from  the  most  westerly  Bent  or  Inclina- 
tion of  the  River  or  Strait  of  Niagara;  Thence  by  the  said  Merid- 
aa  Line  to  the  forty  fifth  Degree  of  north  Latitude,  and  thence 
»y  the  »aid  forty  fifth  Degree  of  north  Latitude. 
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Provided,  nevertheless  that  if  the  great  object  of  the  said  Act 
caimot  otherwise  be  accomplished,  yofi  shall  be  at  Liberu  to 
<*ede  for  the  Benelit  of  the  United  States  the  Right  or  Preemp- 
tion of  ?^oil  reserving?  the  Jurisdiction,  or  even  both  the  Kight 
or  Preemption  of  Soil  and  of  Jurisdiction  to  that  Tract  of  Land, 
part  of  the  Territory  described  in  the  Ultimatom,  which  lies 
East  of  the  meridian  Line  mentioned  in  this  Ultimatum  .and 
north  of  the  forty  fourth  I)ep*ee  of  north  Latitude  and  of  ibe 
Lake  Ontario  and  of  the  Kiver  St.  Lawrence. 

Signed  by  Order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Senate. 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Pn*s'dt. 

Signed  by  Order  and  on  behalf  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Evert  Hancker,  Spt-akcr. 


[No.  2722.] 
Jacob  Duluich  Requests  Permission  to  Go  to  Xeir  Y')rk, 

To  his  Kx<  rlkri'-y  G<  oikc  Cllutou  Esqr.  Governor  of  th**  .:J»it'f  'f  N-  a-  V- -  n  ''.■•ril 
and  ('onnnaiid' r  in  C'hivf  of  all  thp  Malitia  and  Admiral  nf  th.  .N:iv\-  ■:  t.  >a:'..-  .3 
irtiiat..'.  The  iiunible  l'<'til:on  of  Jafob  I>ulwirh  Shi'\vt'th  T:;;i:.  >•■  =.  :•  •:.•■  ^ 
foruicrly  an  Inhabitant  in  tho  City  of  N»  w  York,  where  h»'  llV'd  i:  .v  >  >.,.  .  ..  '.  !• 
low.d  his  Trade  :is  a  Shoo-niakrr  viith  Apldicalii>n  and  Indv  try  ^v  ^\  :;  S  »  t-r  --lit 
up  a  nunuTi.ijs  FanUly  with  Cndii  A:  K*  piitatlon  but  your  i'.'  t.-  :.«  r  ,:  ■  \  -  •■  i  ■  t  J 
h:.s  I'Zyes  failii.^  ;.ini.  ho  ^'  has  Wif..-  nri.ovt  d  from  ihcnc  «>  i:  ♦-.  ♦■  -  <'■  .  •  y  I-.t  ■  iL^f 
IhouKht  thty  inuld  livo  nioit*  f-.i>y  aid  qui*  t.   wliit  h   tl;«.y   :.;  .  ■•  -1  •  .:■ .    V.;r 

Priitioni.T  i-;  VA.w  npwardy  of  S<  Vi  r.ty  y«  ars  of  auo  and  h'.  V'^  :  ■.  .  ■.  1  '  i  ror 
shf  are  abl**  to  do  aiiyihKii;^  to  hU[)jiort  tb»  "ll^♦'lv^  s.  nr.r  1.  ii  ,  ;•  ;  ■  "  i..-  ]s)l. 
Y<»wr  rftilioiii  vh  I»auL'lit<r  hiis  M;ii:taiiod  th- ni  for  unw-n'  .  f  ..  >  -  :■!  1  :  '' r- 
cunistar.n  s  in.  .-o  low  tliat  >1"'  (.iniio:  do  it  .ii  y  lonm  r.  j-u  ,  ■  i:r  I  ■  *  ?  •:  ■  r  ■  -  :  ■  I"  r.f 
to  Hubiii^t  o:i  but  fl»«  n<Mi(faition  of  a  f  t  w  K«>od  Nt:f:hlioui?.  T!  «  r  '  •»'  ;.  •  r  j'. 'j-Mfr 
is  in  a  nioKt  d- i-ioirtlilo  and  I ';i"ir<  .->.  •!  Situarioii,  at  d  ii.v!  :t  :  .  :.  [  ■  ..  \  » y  r -ur 
XocidnosH  bf<(»n..  a  rhaii;-  to  th*-  I'istii  t  \\i>»  n'in  he  now  i;\t--;  y.  :-  y.  •  ■..-.►:  ••i 
Chlhlrt'n  ii;   N«  w  Y«"k  vhu  it:^    iii   p.rd  ('i:M.:'  ;  tanrcs.   ai:d  v:..  ;■   .     -   I  -  •■  *.i»* 

thtfir   Pani.'l^   with    rlinn.     Tl"  r<  f«ir»'.    >oiir    i'l  tltion  r   huiiTIy    p:.>      t  .  .i        -.i   wi  >  t* 
pleased   to   t'lv-    aifu   n:.d   his    Wif.-   prrni;---  <.r.    to   ijo   to    Nrw    Yti;'i.    a- d    r    ■       .Ij.iu.!  ^• 
«o  happy   ti»   »!'».. .11   your   I'l  noi.-sini,.    to   ;..  :i:iii   bini  to   po    1:.   tJi      1':...   \\ .      .,  .-  I.' P 
down   whh   Ml.   l'\.\::u:\-.i:      And   ycmr  ]'•  !  iii«.::)  r   As  in   Duty  \     i"    1   >\   .1    ;..;■  ^-r  1'--.? 
Great  Imbouglit.  li.-U'ti  >tl,  Ft  b'y  ITv. 
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[No.  2728.] 
Ih'fiiniM  of  Colonel  K Jock" a  Retjimcnt  of  Trtfon  Count}/, 
February  lOtli  1780.     A  Rotnrii  of  Colo.  Kloock's  Rej^iment 
of  nialitia  it  being  tlie  first  Kegiinent  in  the  County  of  Tryon. 
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To  his  P]xelancy  the  Governer. 


Jacob  Klock,  Col. 


[No.  2724.] 

General  Washington  to  Governor  Clinton  Concerning  New  York's 
Quota  for  the  Coming  Campaign, 

Head  (irs.  Morris  Town,  Fel)T  20th  1780. 
Sir,  Your  Exr(*lhMu-y  will  have  r(M(*ived,  I  make  no  doubt, 
a  ropy  of  a:i  art  of  ('ongress  of  Ihe  Dili  Instant,*  ascertaining 
tliit  (Quotas  o;  nun  coniniissioned  olhcers  and  privaU^s  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the*  KcsjM'clive  States  for  tin*  (Misuing  campaign,  and 
directing  all  the  hhmi  in  tin*  atlditional  <-orps — th(»  (luards,  Ar- 
tillery c^c  Horse,  and   ihc  li(»gimented  artificers  in  the  depart- 


*Rf'aolvtd.  That  the  reasonable  oxpenso  any  state  hath  Incurred,  or  may  incur,  by 
Taisirig  and  having  in  the  coiitint  iital  army  more  than  what  shall  heroafu  r  appear  to 
have  been  their  just  proportion  of  the  troops  actually  serving  in  the  said  army  from 
time  to  time,  shall  bo  allowed  to  such  states,  and  equitably  adjusted  in  a  final  settle- 
ment of  their  accounts  with  the  United  States. 

Rcsolvrd,  That  for  the  ensuing  campaigu  the  states  be  respectively  required  to  furnish, 
by  draughts  or  otherwise,   on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April   next,   their  respective 
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ments  of  the  Quarter  Master  General  &  ComnDSsarr  fid 
of  Military  Stores,  as  well  as  those  Of  the  BattaitioBft  ii 
State  lines,  whose  times  of  service  do  not  expire  before  the 
of  September  next,  to  be  counted  as  part  of  the  Qaotas  o; 
States  to  which  they  respectively  belong.  The  Qnota  oi 
State  of  New  York  is  fixed  at  1620,  and  I  have  now  the  hen 
inclose  your  Excellency  a  Special  Return  of  the  non  coh 
sioned  officers  and  privates  in  her  Battallions  ^except 
Schaick's  of  which  I  have  not  got  a  particular  state)  and  o 
men  belonging  to  her  in  Lamb*s  Regiment  of  Artillerv  &  Wc 
Spencer's,  Livingston's  &  Ilazen's  Regiments,  and  Major  Gil 
Corps  of  Guards;  designating  in  a  particular  manner  the  pr 
tion  engaged  for  the  war,  and  by  monthly  columns  the  pei 
when  &  in  what  proportion  the  services  of  the  Rest  will  ei 

deflclencles  of  the  number  of  35.211  men.  exclusive  of  commiMloned  officers,  vhk 
gress  deem  n«ce9sar7  for  tfiw  senrice  of  the  present  year; 
That  the  quotas  of  the  several  states  be  as  follows: 

New-Hampshire,  1215 

Ma£sachu8ett8-Ba7,  6070 

Rhode-Island,  SIO 

Connecticut,  S238 

New- York,  1620 

New-Jersey,  1620 

Pennsylvania.  4855 

Delaware,  406 

Maryland.  3238 

Vir^nia.  6070 

North-Carolina.  3640 

South-Carolina.  2430  exclusive  of  blacks 

That  all  the  men  whose  times  of  service  do  not  expire  before  the  last  day  of  ? 

ber  next,  be  counted  towards  the  quotas  of  the  states  to  which  they  respectively  1 

whether  they  compose   the  battalions  in   the   line  of   the   several   states,   those 

additional    corps,    includinj?   the   guards,    the   artillery   and    horse,    or   the   regii 

artificers  In  the  departments  of  the  quarter  master-general  and  commissary -gez 

military  stores,   who  being  credited  to  the  states  respectively,  should  be  provid 

deemed  and  treated  in  the  same  manner  with  the  men  in  the  several  state  llc« 

it  is  rei'omnit  ndfd  to  the  several  states  to  make  like  provision  for  the  officers  az 

of  the  artillery,  horse,  additional  corps,  including  the  guards  and  regimented  an 

*  be  made  in  pursuance  of  any  resolution  of  Congress,  for  the  officers  as 

respective  battalions;  with  such  exj-eptions.  respecting  the  regimented  an 

■en  made  by  Congress  in  their  arts  concerning  them: 

commander  in  chief  be  forthwith  directed  to  transmit  to  the  apverAl 

turns  of  the  troops  now  in  service,  belonging  or  credited  to  their  rei 

Cha  Intent  that  immediate  measures   be  taken  by   the   governments 

irins  the  men  to  be  rais<d  into  the  field,  with  certainty  and  exp«! 
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"Tour  Excellency  will  observe  by  the  act,  that  the  men  whose 
engagements  expire  before  the  last  of  September,  as. I  hare  al- 
ready taken  the  iiberty  to  mention,  are  not  to  be  counted  as 
part  of  the  1620,  and,  therefore,  according  to  the  Return  in- 
closed, the  deficiency  to  be  levied  would  be  321;  but  the  men  of 
Van  Schaick's  Regiment  who  are  to  serve  after  the  last  of  Sep- 
tember being  to  be  added  to  the  Return,  will  make  a  very  mate- 
Tial  difference  if  not  the  State's  complete  quota.  I  consider  it 
I  as  an  unlucky  circumstance  that  1  have  not  got  this  Return  to 
f  ascertain  the  point;  and  request  that  your  Excellency  will  call 
upon  the  Colonel  to  furnish  it.  There  are  one  or  two  Corps 
besides,  of  which  I  have  not. such  Returns  as  I  could  wish,  and  in 
iKrhich  possibly  there  may  be  a  few  men  belonging  to  the  State. 
If  I  find  this  to  be  the  case  when  I  receive  them^  I  shall  take  the 
-earliest  occasion  to  communicate  it  and  their  number.  I  write 
to  Colo.  Van  Schaick  by  this  conveyance  to  give  your  Excellency 
a  particular  State  of  his  Regiment,  by  which  you  will  be  able  to 
determine  whether  there  will  be  any  and  what  deficiency  in  the 
State's  quota  to  be  provided  for.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
with  the  most  perfect  respect  &  esteem  y-r  Excellency's  most 
obed.  S't  Go.  Washington. 

His  Ex'cy  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2725.] 

GENERAL  PARSONS  LOOKS  FORWARD. 

Suggests   to   Governor  Clinton    That  'New    York  Frontier   Ch'onts 
Should  he  Given  to  Soldier's  at  the  Close  of  the  War. 

Redding  21st  Feb>  1780. 

Dear  Sir,    I  find  a  considerable  Proportion  of  the  Oflicers  of 

the  Connec'tt  Line  are  desirous  of  forming  Settlements  in  the 
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western  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York  at  the  Close  o* 
present  War,  and  have  desird  me  to  inform  myself  whither 
can  expect  any  jrnmts  from  the  State  for  that  Purpose. 

I  am  of  the  Number  who  place  their  Views  in  your  State . 
have  supposed  the  State  of  New  York  can  in  no  W^ay  be  grm 
gainers  than  by  in^aging  a  speedy  Settlement  of  their  wes 
Frontier,  as  it  would  become  a  Barrier  to  the  interior  S^ 
ments,  api)re(iate  the  Yahie  of  the  settled  part  of  the  Com. 
increase  their  Conmierce  as  the  Inhabitants  are  increas'd  : 
make  a  price  for  all  un^cranted  Lands  between  the  exteri 
interior  SetthMiients;  if  tliese  should  be  the  Views  of  vour  H 
I  cannot  conceive  a  mode  promising  a  speedier  CompIeti« 
the  Views  of  tlie  State,  than  ingaging  as  many  Settlers  b, 
eral  (Iraiits  at  the  ('lose  of  the  War,  as  will  coniph^tely  : 
those  S(»tt'eiiients;  and  no  Way  promises  speedier  Success 
securing  the  Soldiers  then  to  b(»  disbanded;  if  such  grant 
made  to  tlie  Ofllcers  as  will  make  it  their  Interest  to  secur 
HohlicrH   hi  srtMe  there,  nither  tli 
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I  may  particularly  form  any  Expectations  from  your  State  which 
may  be  worth  my  Pursuit;  your  Friendship  in  this  matter  will 
add  to  the  Oblipitions  already  confer-d  upon,  D'r  S'r,  y'r  Friend 
&  h's  S(^rv't  Saml.  H.  Parsons. 

[To  G.  r.] 


[No.  2726.] 

Hen/i^  Remsen  Makes  Applwatwn  for  the  Position  of  Cofnmercial 
Arjent,  tilth  the  Governor^ s  Answer. 

Morri^town,  Feb  y  21»t  1780. 

Sir,  I  have  lately  lieen  informed  that  the  Legislature  of  our 
State,  had  it  in  contemplation  to  appoint  one  or  moje  agents  or 
Conimi><**ioners,  in  dilTerent  S(^aiK>rt  Towns,  or  cities,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  i)roOuring  supplies,  for  the  State  Trooi>s,  or  for  the  use 
of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  interiour  parts  of  the  State. 

As  I  have  taken  a  resolution  of  removing  my  Family,  next 
spring,  either  to  Philad'a^  Baltimore,  or  Alexandria  in  Virginia, 
I  take  till*  liberty  tu  olTer  my  bc*st  services  in  commercial  busi- 
nese,  and  hav(^  to  ii;?quest  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  com- 
municate tJie  same  lo  our  Legislature. 

I  have  been  inroin cd  from  very  comjH^tent  aulhurity,  that  the 
states  of  Virjjfinia  vK:  ?>laryland,  by  having  commercial  agents,  at 
different  S<*ai«oi-is.  fir  importing,  iK:  ]Mirchasing  goods,  have  made 
so  much  ]>rotit,  ]>y  tlie  Sale*^  of  those,  not  necessary  for  th(Mr 
Trr>opsJ,  as  will  iicaiiy  pay  the  allowance,  tlios<»  L<*gi.-latures  have 
at  dilTew?nt  jKM-inds  granted  to  their  Troops  in  the  ('ontinental 
army. 

I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  conversation  with  Genl.  Woodford, 
&  other  well  informed  Gentlemen  from  Virginia,  on  the  subject, 
who  all  agree  in  opinion,  that  Alexandria  in  that  State,  atrordf4 
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^in  the  prrf^tf-nt  situation  of  oar  affairs)  a  better  prospect  ii 
coTnmeroial  concenk*,  than  any  other  on  the  Oontinent,  on  a^ 
count  of  the  facility  of  procuring  Tobacco.  &  other  Bitkles  lot 
jn-ohibitcd,  for  exportation;  and  yesterday  I  had  his  Bxcen'^ 
Genl.  Washington's  opinion  on  the  subject,  who  fully  cMciM 
in  the  opinion,  &  was  pleased  to  offer  me  every  service  i*  \k 
jK>wer,  &  the  r-ountenance  &  encouragement  of  all  of  his  frieodi 

Having  been  an  importer  of  European  Goods  from  1799  to  iTti 
and  in  the  West  Indian  Trade  for  12  or  14  yeans  bef oi^  our  uni- 
OUK  tnmhlert  commenced,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  deemed,  ranity 
in  me  to  wiy,  that  I  am  competent  in  judgment,  as  to  the  qnalitr 
&  original  cost  of  Fabricks  &  Manufactures  from  Europe,  or 
from  the  Wc*«t  Indies,  and  as  to  my  character  for  punctuality, 
aKHiduit y,  ^  intcgnt}',  in  busine«^s,  I  must  submit  to  an  enquiry, 
from  my  fellow  citizens  of  New  York,  now  in  the  Senate  &  A»- 
mtmbly,  or  of  those  Gentlemen  in  Albany,  Ulster  &  DutobeM 
iVMintirs  who  in  former  tinu^ft  favoui-ed  me  with  their  coniinaixli^. 

F  !m*^  h*nve  to  mention  to  your  E'xcellency,  that  I  have  at  pn*- 
4'nt  rnrn-spiindrnts  in  H<islon,  Hartford  &  other  places  in  Con- 
nrrliciit,  IMiiladelpliin,  Baltimore  &  in  Charles  Town;  als<»  in 
Amsterdam,  \'  at  Hourd<^aiix  in  Fi-ance,  and  that  it  will  W  no 
dillli  nil  inntltM*  to  iuM)cure  from  the  French  Ambassador,  an  in- 
InHliirilnii  t4»  comnHTcial  Houses,  in  any  seaport  Town,  or  «ity 
in  Fnni<M»;  and  Immiij;  able  to  converse  in  that  F^ngua^e.  &  to 
HMnlrr  into  Knjrlisli.  any  It'tttr  on  common  busine^ss,  may  1m- a 
UMNins  of  t'n,il»lin«r  nn*  to  cxecnt«»  the  tru«*t  with  more  ad  van  taj:**. 
1  am  \«M'\  H'spertfullv  vour  Kxirllcnry's  ObtHl't  and  Iliinil'. 
Sfix't  nenry  Renis«*n. 

HIn  I'!\r«'llrnrv  t  io\  *r  t  Minion. 
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Pokeepsie  March  29tli  1780. 
-    Sir,    I  was  fav'd  w'th  your  Letter  of  the  2l8t  Feb'y  last  at  Al- 
\mJky  while  the  Legislature  were  sitting,  &  as  I  conceived  w'th 
yoa  that  advantages  might  accrue  to  the  S4:ate  by  turn'g  their 
ikttention  to  trade,  at  least  so  far  a®  to  procure  Cloth'g  &  other 
uecesjs'ys.for  their  Troops,  I  conununicated  to  thein  your  Pro- 
posals, but  being  involved  in  a  multiplicity  of  other  Business  & 
near  ming^  I  cannot  learn  that  they  came  to  any  Determination 
on  the  Subject,  and  I  fear  that  the  distressed'  Situation  of  the 
State  QA  well  as  the  Condition  of  its  Funds,  which  perhaps  are 
the  strongest  Reasons  for  adopting  the  measure,  will  discourage 
them  from  engaging  in  it.     Be  assured,  Sir,  that  I  feel  myself 
heartily  disposed  to  serve  you  &  more  especially  in  this  Instance, 
a»  I  conceive  it  woud  be  advancing  the  Interest  of  the  State, 
&that  I  am  with  the  highest  Esteem  &  Regard  S'r  yours  &c. 

[G.  C] 
Henry  Remsen,  Esqr. 


[No.  2727.] 

THE  LEGISLATURE  ASSISTS  WASHINGTON. 

Governor  Clinton  Reaffirms  His  Original  Position  in  tJie  Case  of 

Major  Ballard. 

Albany  21st  Febrj-.  1780. 

D'r  Sir,    Immediately  on  the  Convening  of  the  Legislature  I 

laid  before  them  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  16th  Dec'r  on 

the  Subject  of  obtaining  Supplies  for  the  army  and  can  with 

Pleasure  inform  your  Excellency  that  they  entered  upon  the 

fiosinefifi  without  Delay  and  have  passed  two  I^w6  for  this  Pur- 

po«e.    The  one  after  allowing  one  Bushel  of  wheat  or  a\i  e^wVs- 


510  Public  Papers  of  Georob  Cuxtos. 

alent  in  Flonr  per  Head  pr.  month  until  the  first  of  Anga«t  Mit 
for  each  Peivon  in  the  reffpeetiTe  Families  within  this  Rtil^' 
impowerinf^  the  aBsemors  to  «eize  the  Remainder  and  deUTS 
OTer  to  the  Com  j  Genl.  of  Purchases  two  third  Parts  thercd; 
for  the  we  of  the  army,  the  other  third. Part  to  be  stored  hr 
reliev'g  the  future  wants  of  the  Inhabitants.    The  otlier  law ' 
for  remedying  in  some  Degree  the  Deficiency  of  Money  in  tl« 
public  offices,  enacts  that  the  Certificates  of  the  Qu'r  ^!r.  Genl. 
&  Com.  Oenl.  of  Purcliases  &  Forage  shall  be  received  into  the 
Btate  Treasury  in  Payment  of  Taxes.    These  Measures  will  I 
hope  tend  to  relieve  the  army  from  their  present  nistn-ssnw  and    ' 
perhaps  put  in  the  Power  of  the  public  officers  to  lay  in  eJonie 
small  Magaziue«». 

Your  Excellency's  liCtter  of  the  13th  Inst.  [December,  1779] 
resi>ect'g  Mjijor  Ballard,  was  rec'd  by  me  at  Pokeeiwie.    I  ie- 
fepn?d  answiM'iiig  it,  concluding  that  I  sh'd  receive  *some  further 
Infoniiation  cni  the  subject,  from  the  Inbal»itnnts  tm  my  arrival 
at  this  I*l;irc.     It  gives  me  pain  to  inform  your  Ex«M»lliMiry  that 
it  i^  th(»  concurnnt  voice  of  the  P<*ople,  that  the  Distresses  whi<'h 
some  of  tin*  Inhabitants  on  tlu*  Frontiers  exiK*rienced  from  liav'g 
tlK'ir  Calth*  &  other  EfTrrts  taken  from  them  &  sold,  aiv  to  I* 
attributed  to  a  nu^rccMiary  Spirit  in  some  of  the  Officers,  and  that 
those  Inii>ositinn*i  did  not  in  the  least  tend  to  promote  the  luiblic 
Hrrvii'c.     1  will  not,  however,  prt»tend  to  say  that  Major  IkiUard 
wa«  intlm»n(MMl  by  improper  Motives;  be  seems  to  have  acted 
umler  the  orders  of  the  Coinniand'g  offieer  of  the  IVfrnrtrn't  and 
with  a  DegHH*  of  Precaution.     1  am  not,  therefore,  apprehensif^ 
^  any  eriniinal  rroseeiition  will  be  commencinl  ag't  him;  bo* 
Individuals  eone^^ive  themselves  aggrieved  by  his  Ca*** 
is  n<^t  in  my  Power  to  pn*vent  their  seeking  Bedre^* 
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private  Suits  in  the  Courts  of  Justice  but  even  then  I  pre- 
me  if  it  should  appear  that  the  Major's  Conduct  was  warranted 

Necessity  and  that  the  Measures  taken  by  him,  tho  not  strictly 

nformable  to  Law,  w^as  calculated  fojp  the  Safety  of  the  Coun- 

y  and  for  further'g  the  public  Service,  he  will  have  little  to 

>prehend.     I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
To  Gen.  Washington.] 


[No.  2728.] 
Major  Hetfield,  Commissary  of  Hides,  Suspended  from  Duty, 

War  Office,  February  23d  1780. 

Sir,     We  have  received  so  many  Complaints  respecting  the 
Conduct  of  the  Hide  Departments  in  the  state  of  New  York  & 
lave  been  eo  disappointed  in  our  Expectations  of  Advantage 
from  the  Business  of  that  Department  under  M'r.  Hatfield's 
managem't,  that  we  were  compelled  from  Duty  to  the  Public 
to  suspend  him  (the  commissary  &  his  assistants)  tho  we  could 
^ave  wished  first  to  have  consulted  your  Excellency  on  the  sub- 
ject.   We  are  Informed  that  the  abuses  have  arisen  chiefly  from 
Persons  in  whom  Mr.  Hatfield  has  placed  Confidence  &  who 
liaTe  deceived  him,  and  Injured  the  Public,  &  that  with  respect 
to  them  great  suspicions  of  Fraud  have  arisen.     We  have  had 
^^0  regular  returns  from  the  Department,  and  felt  very  little 
^nefit  from  it  in  the  course  of  the  Suppliee.     On  the  contrary 
^e  are  told,  the  Hides  remaining  on  Hand  are^  from  want  of  care, 
worthless,  and  that  the  greatest  Confusion  pervades  the  Depart- 
^irt.   We  have  directed  the  Clothier  General  to  apply  to  the 
Executive  of  the  state  for  Advice  &  assistants  when  requisite, 
^  we  hope  for  your  Excellency's  usual  Exertions  in  tai-voT  ol 


lAt  PlA»Bf  Jin«vw-    W*-  tove  Ta»e  H4fDiinr  ti>  lie,  id&fte 
«fit  i«|#Kii-  TOUT  T«7  ^Antiu  Swt't* 


C^si/smsi  l'4^f  H^f  A4i»  fff^  «  OfJiwnea  Smt^rvM^  W-ur'ngKi 

amir  ■rit!.  I  dfytzbi  ikoK.  I*-  ^h*-  nbr-jtcL*  •.?  •jfeicj.iairaij:  j,  -c 
qnaaticj  of  chat  arrkfi*-.  I  Etta-*  r»^|ri**n  T*.>iBir  Ex.fr!;>-i;' 
pk-a#e<l  to  ^aBt  n*^  a  ?*=-Q*rraL  iEn:|-r«^?«L  marRtmi:  fntr  •« 
that  rh«^  ior^-nrirft  '^f  rh*-  I^w  rru^^  a«-r  t*-  frisrri'-^  c 
*np  anv  opp'/rtriniry  th^r.  truy  ^.^  -ij.^rAi  •-♦*  of  f-  -r-Kj 
to  th^ir  amiv.  anv  tloar  than  mav  fr'i-ci  tinw  to  "Lmir  Iw-  ot 

If  jour  Exc*rll»-Q«  J  i*  pl«^^s^i  t'>  'jrant  the  warraac. 
1*1  V  on  ir*  (^Id;:  ex^f-.tttetl  wirL  jt^  cnnrh  tferlK-a^rj  JL  izi 
and  ai(  lirrle  *li*rivA*  ro  th«*i^  iuti[vi*inaU  who  may  I—  - 
aff  in  my  pow^-r. 

I  hav*r  rhf:  Ilononr  to  bf-,  w*h  ;rr»at  r«espect.  Your  Ex«: 

moat  r>Ji»-d.  ami  \>tt  humble  5**'r'r. 

Udi 
'M>Qr  riintoD. 
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[No.  2730.] 
QUOTAS  OF  SUPPLIES. 
lis  Upon  the  States  for  Their  Respective  Shares  of 
Provisions  for  the  Maintenance  of  the  Army. 

In  Congress  25th  Feb'y  1780. 
that  the  several  States  be  called  on  forthwith  to  pro- 
spective Quotas  of  Supplies  for  the  ensuing  Campaign 
)  wit, 

hire,  11,200  Hundred  weight  of  Beef. 

35,643  Gallonfl  of  Rum. 

ts  Bay,        56,000  Hundred  Weight  of  Beef. 

12,126  Bushels  of  Salt. 

195,628  Gallons  of  Bum. 

i,  2,240  Hundred  weight  of  Beef. 

2,000  Bushels  of  Salt. 

18,621  Gallons  of  Bum. 

400  Tons  of  Hay. 

78,400  Hundred  weight  of  Beef. 

1,011  Bushels  of  Salt. 

68,558  Gallons  of  Rum. 

500  Tons  of  Hay. 

11,200  Hundred  weight  of  Beef. 

13.909  Barreled  of  Flour. 

500  Tons  of  Hay. 

30.0<H)  Bushels  of  Indian  corn  or  other 

short  Forage  equivalent. 

18,000  Hundred  Wt  of  Beef. 

10,000  Barrels  of  Flour. 

3,758  Bushels' of  Salt. 

3.500  Tons  of  Hay. 

30,000  Bushels  of  com  or  short  Forage 

equivalent. 
33 
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Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


40,000  Barrete  of  Flour. 
14,18»  Bushels  of  Salt. 
24,428  Gallons  of  Bom. 

1,700  Tons  of  Hay. 
200,000  Bushels  of  corn  or  short  Foiq 
equivalent. 
3,055  BarreUi  of  Flour. 
500  Tons  of  Hay. 
18,662  Bushels  of  corn  or  short  Fori| 

equivalent. 
40,000  Hundred  Wt  of  Beef. 
20,000  Barrels  of  Flour. 

200  Tons  of  Hay  or  com  Blade. 
56,152  Bushels  of  com  or  short  ion 

equivalent. 
1,000  Hogsheads  of  Tobacco. 
47,000  Hundred  W't  of  Beef. 
1,278  Barrels  of  Flour. 
10,700  Bushels  of  Salt. 

400  Tons  of  Hay  or  corn  Blade. 
200,000  Bushels  of  corn,  or  short  For 
equivalent. 
6,000  Hogsheads  of  Tobacco. 
100,000  Gallons  of  Rum. 
49,875  Huudi-ed  Weight  of  Beef. 
15,000  Barrels  of  Flour, 
4,500  Bushels  of  Salt. 

SOO  Tons  of  Hay  or  com  Blade. 
80,000  Bushels  of  corn  or  short  Fortg 
proportion. 
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ith  Carolina,  16,000  Hundred  W't  of  Beef. 

52,000  Hundred  W't  of  Rice. 
5,000  Buahek  of  Salt. 
120,000  Gallons  of  Rum. 

800  Tons  of  Hay  or  corn  Blade. 
80,000  Bushels  of  corn  or  short  Forage 
equivalent. 

'Resolved,  That  Pork  be  received  from  any  State  in  Lieu  of 
ieef  in  Qoantitiee  proportioned  to  the  prices  assigned  to  each. 

Besolved,  That  continental  Bum  or  other  Spirit  suitable  for 
lie  army  be  received  in  Lieu  of  West  India  Rum  in  Proportion  to 
lie  Prices  assigned  to  each. 

Resolved,  That  the  articles  aforesaid  be  collected  and  depos- 
ited or  delivered  at  the  risque  of  the  respective  States  in  such 
places  within  each  State  respectively  as  the  commander  in  chief 
ilall  judge  most  convenient,  except  Tobacco,  which  is  to  be  under 
ie  Direction  of  the  commercial  committee;  Provided,  that  such 
If  the  said  articles  as  shall  be  destroyed  or  taken  by  the  Enemy 
ifter  being  deposited  as  aforesaid  or  which  shall  be  damaged  by 
Mg  Keeping  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  that  the  resx>ective  States  be  credited  for  all  such 
bmmoditiee  being  of  good  and  sufficient  Quality,  as  shall  be  re- 
eived  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  by  Persons  appointed  to 
ispect  the  same  at  the  prices  following,  to  \\it, 

Merchantable  Flour  per  Hundred  W't  gross,  viz.  112  Lb.  4J 
K>llars. 

Beef  best  Grass  fed,  which  shall  be  delivered  between  the  first 
f  July  and  the  first  of  December  oi  Dollars  per  net  hundred 
Teight. 

Beef,  best  stall  fed,  which  shall  be  delivered  in  the  month  of 
ecember  6J  Dollars  per  net  Hundred  weight,  and  for  aU  Wi^X. 
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fihall  be  delivered  after  the  first  of  January  and  before  the  I 
of  July  8  Dollars  per  net  Hundred  Weight. 

Fresh  Pork  well  fatted  with  com  or  lUceaeren  Dollaapv: 
Hundred  weight. 

Salted  Pork  per  Barrel  well  fatted  afi  aforesaid,  contaiBiBg 
Hundred  and  twenty  pounds  net  22  Dollars. 

Salted  Beef  per  Barrel  containing  two  Hundred  and  1 
Pounds  net  17^  Dollars. 

Clean  well  dried  Indian  com  per  Bushel  three  fonrtb* 
Dollar. 

Oats  well  cleaned  half  a  Dollar  per  Bushel. 

Bye  well  cleaned  per  Bushel  one  Dollar. 

White  Beans  and  Peas  per  Bushel  one  Dollar  &  an  half. 

Wheat  weighing  Sixty  Pounds  one  Dollar  and  an  half. 

Spelts  i  a  Dollar  per  Bushel. 

Buckwheat  i>er  Bushel  three  fifths  of  a  Dollar. 

Rough  Rice  three  fourths  of  a  Dollar  per  Bushel. 

Merchantable  Rice  three  Dollars  per  Hundred  weight. 

Best  upland  first  crop  of  Hay  per  Ton  fifteen  Dollars. 

Best  Indian  corn  Blades  per  Ton  fifteen  Dollars. 

Good  inspected  Tobacco  per  Hundred  net  six  Dollars. 

West  India  Rum  good  Proof  one  Dollar  and  two  thin 
Gallon. 

Best  AUum  or  Rock  Salt  per  Bushel  three  Dollars,  and 
Salt  in  Proportion. 

Continental  Rum  good  Proof  one  Dollar,  and  other  Spirit! 
Proof  suitable  for  the  army  at  pricee  in  the  usual  Proporti 
the  price  of  Rye. 

Resolved,  that  all  the  accounts  between  these  States  relai 
tbeir  Quotas  of  the  Suppli(»s  aforesaid  shall  be  kept  and 


^^MBttled  in  Spanish  milled  Dollars  and  the  Balances  finally  paid  in 

» 

^"iBpecie. 

^   XteBolTed,  that  if  it  shall  appear  on  an  adjustment  of  the  Quotas 
*<-Of  the  several  States,  that  any  State  has  supplied  more  than  its 
Proportion  in  value,  every  such  State  shall  be  paid  the  value 
the  Surplus  at  the  Rates  aforesaid  in  Specie  with  Interest  at 
per  centum  per  annum  from  the  Time  such  Surplus  shall  have 
n  deposited  as  above  directed;  and  every  State  which  shall 
iTe  failed  to  supply  its  due  proportion  shall  be  charged  with  the 
iciency  at  the  rates  aforesaid  and  the  like  Interest  thereon 
the  Time  that  the  same  ought  to  have  been  deposited. 
Resolved,  that  the  several  States  cause  monthly  Returas  to  be 
le  to  the  Board  of  War  of  all  such  commodities  as  shall  be 
ured  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  specifying  the  Quan- 
"Ues  issued  in  each  preceeding  Month. 

Besolved,  that  where  any  State  s^hall  have  taken  the  necessary 
[easures  for  furnishing  its  Quota  of  the  said  Supplies,  and  shall 
ive  given  Information  thereof  to  Congress  such  State  be  author- 
to  carry  into  Effect  the  Resolution  of  the  Seventeenth  of 
mber  last  for  Discontinuing  purchases  of  such  Supplies  by 
Commissaries  or  Quarter  Masters  within  the  same. 

ived,  that  the  several  States  be  excused  from  paying  into 
Treasury  two  Thirds  of  the  Moneys  which  they  were  called 
*o  raise  monthly  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  by  the  Reso- 
of  the  sixth  of  October  1779. 

ved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  States  to  furnish  such 

of  their  Quotas  of  Meat  in  Beef  cattle,  as  the  Conimissaiies 

11  from  time  to  time  have  Occasion  for  to  supply  the  army 

Jrciii  Beef  through  the  different  Seasons  of  the  year. 

it  Jotklj  «ach  Quantities  of  Beef  and  Pork  be  salted  to  be 
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delivered  in  Barrels  as  shall  be  requestpd  by  the  Comminu 
General. 

That  the  Hides  and  Tallow  of  the  Beef  cattle  delivered  on  Poi 
shall  be  received  and  credited  at  the  same  Price  as  the  BeeL 

That  the  Provisions  furnished  by  authority  of  any  State  tor fl 

use  of  the  army  since  the  first  Day  of  December  last  may  been 

ited  as  part  of  the  Quota  of  Supplies  assigned  to  such  State 

the  prices   fixed  in   the   foregoing  Resolutions,   if  such  Sta 

desire  it. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson,  Say 


[No.  2731.] 

Captain  Peter  Ten  Broeck  Appeals  for  Permission  to  Go  to  iVeic  I 
to  Effect  His  Exchange. 

Sir.  My  long  Confinement  in  gaol,  and  now  being  a  prisoner  Restricted  to  a 
small  limit,  will  I  hope,  plead  my  E^xcuse  for  this  Troubling  you.  Mr.  John  Cum 
who  was  Lately  in  New  York,  acquainted  me  with  your  Goodness  in  agreilDg  R« 
to  have  me  Exchanged,  for  which  I  Return  you  my  sincerest  thanks.  Mr.  U 
Commissary  of  prisoners  was  the  only  ixTson  to  whom  Gumming  spoke  CoscerniLi 
and  his  ausweer  was  that  he  wou'd  agree  to  no  partial  Exchan»;e  as  that  mcifl 
Detrimental  to  a  General  Exchange  for  the  which  he  at  present  laboured  to  I 
Yet  my  own  Distresses  are  such  as  I  think  unsuportable.  as  I  and  my  family  an 
dered  dlstitude  of  Every  support,  by  our  being  Devested  of  our  property  by  Difl 
Seizures  and  sales  by  the  Committee  of  Tryon  County  as  well  as  being  pIuDden 
the  Onida  Indians;  therefor.  I  Humbly  implore  your  Excellency  that  you  mould  p 
me  to  go  on  parole  to  New  York  to  endeavour  to  Effect  my  own  Exchange,  acd  i 
think  proper  to  Demand  an  Exchange  from  my  family.  It  wou'd  be  proi»er  you  m 
the  name  of  a  rapt,  whom  you  wou'd  choose  to  have  in  Exchange  for  ni«r.  af  t 
family  for  my  family.  I  Certainly  expect,  if  I  was  in  New  York,  I  mieht  hat 
Exchange  Effected,  and  if  I  could  not,  I  am  certain  I  must  Receive  son;r<  of  m! 
as  a  British  officer  to  support  me  in  Captivety  untlll  my  Exchange  could  take  i 
I  am,  with  every  Due  Resptct.  Sir,  Your  Very  Obed't  Serv't 

Peter  Ten  Bru« 
West  Camp  Febr.  2t'th  ITS^. 
Oov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  27:^2.] 
Abr'm  J,  Di'UwiatUr  Asks  to  he  Released  from  Military  Scrrl 

Sir.  It  has  happer.d  in  the  year  1777.  on  the  15lh  of  October,  that  I  wai  ordm 
that  the  Inemy  was  Comcing  up  the  River.  I  immidiately  got  my  horses  and  « 
and  loedtd  Some  Goods  as  baddiug  and  Close  and  put  wyve  and  Chlldercn  on  it.  bi 
tbtm  on  the  Hurly  Uo<xl  ar.d  did  let  them  go  on.  the  marcr  of  God.  for  I  ar 
WDt  down  according  to  orders  ai.d  i.o  \\v\t.^  ^m\  \  Ya4  tit  for  to  send  with  tkf 
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I  misht  a  sUJd  I  could  have  rid  all  my  fornuture  out  of  touwn.  I  wai  dblys^A  to  itoT 
at  ye  landing  untill  the  Inamy  landed,  then  we  ware  forced  to  give  away  and  when  I 
came  in  town  I  found  house  and  barn,  furnuture,  in  short  all  what  I  had  lift  in  aahea. 
fltnce  have  been  oblygd  to  live  as  a  Rifegee  in  ye  East  Camp,  and  allmost  spent  what 
was  lift  t>ehind;  now.  Sir,  I  am  come  to  the  age  of  forty  seven  years,  very  little  in 
bands,  but  through  the  mercy  of  Ood,  I  am  in  helth  and  can  work  at  my  trade,  as 
will,  that  it  incouradges  me  and  must  bag  your  Excellency  since  I  am  Resolved  with 
tiM  lielp  of  God  to  build  in  the  Spring,  that  I  may  live  no  longer  a  stranger,  that  your 
Bxcellency  be  moved  with  compassion,  and  E}xcuse  me  from  military  sarvice,  and  such 
nan  as  I  should  want  for  assistence  it  might  be  a  means  that  I  might  git  them  cheaper 
than  there  Extraordinary  prises,  which  is  now  going  in  the  contey,  which  might  be  a 
Sreat  (help  to  one.  who  is  almost  Ruend;  this  is  the  prayer  from  your  Bxcellencyea 
Pstietieoner.  Abr'm  J.  Delamatter. 

{To  G.  C] 


[No.  2733.] 
Return  of  Colonel  Van  Schaich^a  Regiment. 
Return  of  the  Non-commissioned  Officers,  &  Privates  in  the  1st 
New   York   Regiment   (Commanded   by  Colo.   G.   Vn   Schaick. 
Specifying  what  proportion  are  inlifiited  during  War,  &  the  dif- 
ferent Terms  of  the  Residue. 


Companies 

Non-coml88*d 
offlcers 

Rank  ft  File 

Time  of  Expiration 

during 
War 

Three 
Years 

during 
War 

Three 
Years 

before  the  1st 
Sept'r  nsO. 

after  the  1st 
Sept'r  1780. 

Ospt.  Van  Rensselaer's 
Valors 
lAte  Copp's 
Usat.  Colonels 
Caot.  Panonx' 
Cape  Wendell's 

5 
S 

8 
5 
4 
4 
5 
5 
4 

43 

47 
36 
24 
81 
S) 
36 
80 
29 
32 

2 

S 

1 

1 

5 
2 

1 
1 

1 

1 
I 

298 

19 

14 

5 

y.B  4  Rerjeants  taken  prisoner  by  the  Enemy,  Inlf  sted  durlDR  War,  ft  not  Included  In  the  above  Return. 
87  Privates  Do  Do  Do 

3     Do  Do  inlistcd  for  three  years  Do 


G.  V'Schaick,  Coll. 


[No.  2734.] 

Oovemor  Clinton  Writes  to  Qeneral  Parsons  Relative  to  His  Western 

Land  Plan. 

Albany,  2d  March  1780. 

D'p  Sir,    I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  2l8t  ulto.    The 

iegislature  of  this  State  had  at  their  last  Meeting  a  Bill  before 
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them  for  oponiiip  a  Land  Office  &  making  liberal  frrants  to  tke 
pentlemon  of  the  army.  The  Expectation  of  the  arrival  of  tke 
French  Fleet  &  the  necessary  Preparations  for  operating  tg*l 
N.  York  occassioned  their  Rising  sooner  than  was  expected  i 
their  not  passing  it  into  a  Law,  &  the  Besolationg  of  Congren 
recommending  to  the  several  States  to  forbear  for  the  preKDt 
the  establishing  of  Land  Offices  and  the  granting  of  unappro- 
priated J^nds,  have  prevented  their  reassuming  this  Business. 
The  Idea  of  your  becoming  a  Citizen  of  this  State  gives  me 
Pleasure  and  be  assured,  Sir,  that  as  far  as  my  Inttueiue  will 
extend,  ])roper  Encouragements  will  be  given  to  induce  yoarself 
&  the  other  Gentlemen  you  mention  to  carry  their  Intention  into 
Execution.     &c.  [G.  C] 

[To  Gen.  Parsons.] 


[No.  2735.] 

Oovernor  Clinton  Declims  to  Issue  an  Impress  Warrant  to  CokMi 

Udny  Hay. 

Fish  Kill,  2nd  Manh  17^*). 

Sir,    As  one  who  would  wish  to  art  with  the  strictest  imf»ar- 

tiality  to  all  the  State  in  my  official  Capacity,  I  think  mvself 

bound  to  acquaint  your  Kxcellency  of  the  very  little  assisiance 

1  have  by  any  means  bt^en  able  to  obtain  from  Batemans  l*re- 

cinct,  siure  the  iM'^iiiiniujr  of  iKM'ember  last,  thou);h  thrrc  n»*vfr 

pt*rhai»s  was  a  Time  in  which  greater  exertions  were  m^cfssarv: 

1  do  not  believe  ihe  teams  of  that  district  have  done  niurv  thai* 

one  tenth  part   the  lUity  the  tt-ams  of  this  IMstrirt  ha*  d<^n*^ 

since  tliat  time;  what  method  is  to  be  taken  to  compell  theif 

assistance  I  must  request  your  Exci»llency  to  point  out;  no  pii** 

iball  be  ii'anting  on  my  side  to  v>^t  \t  in  execotion. 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  521 

I  took  the  liberty  to  request  an  impress  warrant  for  one  month 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  your  Excellency  of  25th  ult;  If  you 
think  proper  to  comply  w'h  my  request  the  bearer  of  this  who 
is  an  express  will  bring  back  your  answer  I  must  again  request 
you  will  mention  to  the  Legislature  the  necessity  of  renewing 
the  impress  act  passd  last  Sessions. 

We  have  nothing  new  at  present  i^  this  Quarter.    I  have  the 

honour,  to  be  w'h  great  respect,  Your  Excellencies  most  obdt. 

&  very  humble  Ser.  Udny  Hay. 

Governour  Clinton. 

Albany,  5  March  1780. 

Sir,  I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  2d  Inst.  An  act 
has  lately  passed  continuing  the  Laws  for  regulating  Impresses 
and  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  alteration  is  made  by  it  with 
Bespect  to  the  Duties  of  your  Department,  tho  it  is  provided 
that  Indian  Com  or  Rye  be  impressed  in  Future  for  Forage. 
As  I  have  not  yet  been  furnished  with  a  Copy  of  the  act,  and 
have  not  the  State  Seals  here,  it  is  at  present  out  of  my  Power 
to  give  you  an  Impress  warrant.  I  expect,  however,  that  the 
Legislature  will  soon  adjourn  &  that  I  shall  set  out  for  Pokeep- 
Bie  the  latter  End  of  next  week,  when  if  a  warrant  shall  still 
be  requisite,  your  Request  will  be  complied  with,  which  at  pres- 
ent is  impossible  for  the  Reasons  I  have  mentioned. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Udny  Hay.] 


[No.  2736.] 
.     DISAFFECTED  FAMILIES  IN  TRYON  COUNTY. 

Who9e  Property  Having  Been  Sold  Are  Now  Desirous  of  Going  to 
CafUKla — A  List  of  Persons  Captured  Along  tlie  Susqueharma. 

Johns  Town,  March  7th  1780. 
Wtj    We  here  send  you  a  list  of  the  Families  whose  Properties 
We  have  Sold  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  Council  of  Safety 


i 
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Aug't  30th  1777  and  they  have  been  detained  ever  since.    1 

fore,  hope  your  Excellency  will  in  your  Goodness  j?rant 

Liberty  to  go  to  Canada  as  we  can  Assure  your  Excellenc; 

they  are  in  great  distress.    There  is  also  many  Familiej 

remains  behind  for  want  of  Ability  to  remove.    There  ii 

wise  several  destitute  Old  Men  unable  to  bear  Arms,  wl 

very  desirous  of  obtaining  Xiberty  to  go  to  their  Friends. 

if  they  cannot  must  inevitably  Perish  or  otherwise  bee 

Charge  to  the  County.     We  also  seud  your  Excellency  a  1 

the  People  taken  on  the  Pusquehannah,  so  that  your  Exce 

may  have  it  in  your  Power  to  relieve  them.     And  hunibl; 

your  Excellency  will  be  so  good  as  to  send  us  word  w 

these  women  who  remain  bt^hind  may  go  by  the  next  Flaj; 

are,  S'r,  With  all  respect.  Your  Excellency's  Obedient  I 

Servants 

Fred'k  Fisher,  \ 

►  Commissi 
John  Harper;  ' 

To  His  ExcelTy  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 

William  McLeod's  Family;  Cath.  McLeod   Nelly  Molly 
Children; 

John  McGruire's  Family:  Mary  McCJruire    Alex'r   Mar 

dren;  Jenny  Frazier,  Sister  to  Mary. 
John  Freil^B  Family:  Barbara  Freil   Thos.  James  Chik 
John  Hare's  Family:  Margaret  Hai-e  widow  William 

Oktii-  VOX  Children; 

nijy:  Catherine  McDonald    Marv 

BIJ 
liily:  James  MacDonald  May  Mel 
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Donald  McGruire  Family:  Catherine  McGruire   Even,  Duncan, 

igus,  Bell,  Mary,  Christy,  Children; 

Alex'r  McDonald  Family:  Even,  Flora,  Ann; 

John  Frazler  Family:  Thomas  Do,  Mary  Do; 

Thos.  Koss*s  Family:  Chrysal  Do  Robt.  Do; 

Monroe's  Family:  Catherine  Do   Catherine,  John,  Christy, 

nn,  Children; 

John  McDonald's   Family:   Catherine   Do;   Catherine,  John, 
Children; 

8andy  McPherson  Family:  Catherine  Do,  Dougal  Flora  Chil- 
Lren; 

John  Morikston  Family:  Catherine;  Kenned,  May,  Chiply,  Wil- 
liam, Collin,  Children — By  Accident  Burnt  and  lost  every  thing 
tiot  what  they  had  on ; 

Murdoch  McLean  Family:  Catherine  Do   Catherine; 

Donald  McLean's  Family:  Barbara  Do;  Donald  Chrysal  Wil- 
liam, Allan,  Children; 

Philip  Ross's  Family:  Jane  Do    Catherine,  Donald,  Children; 

Donald  McKay,  Arsby  Do;  William  Alex'r  Chrysty  Donald 
Children; 

Donald  Morikston:  Catherine  Do;  William  Peggy  Children; 

Angus  McKay,  Chrysla  Do;  Ann,  Mary,  Chrysty,  Children 

Phillip  Sbayer's  Family:  Elizabeth;  Jacob  Conrad  Phillip 
pwbini  Crate  Henry  Peter   Elizabeth  Children; 

tnurter  Family:  Isabel   Frazier;   Mary  and  Tom,   Children. 
■Wther  Clothea  or  any  thing  to  Cover  her  or  Children; 
^  Jrim  Long's  Family:  Oath.  Long,  Edward,  Sam,  William,  Cath- 
Nie,  CUNfapen. 

Uit  of  Briaaners  taken  from  Wyoming:  James  Badlock, 
(  aathan  Smith,  Jac'b  V.  Garder,  Case,  Slookau 
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Child,  Kingsly  Child,  Step'n  Parish,  Mrs.  Hafrenoan, 
Hagerman,  Biibbon  Jones,  Zebulon  Parish,  Jasper  Parish,  8te|? 
Kamboll. 

From  the  West  Branch  of  Susquehannab:  Andrew  ArmBtni 
Jonathan  Delone,  Robt.  McCambel. 

From  Tryon  County:  2  Children  of  the  Name  of  John 
Leonard  Steriibrander,  Joseph  Breadnought  and  Wife,  8ii 
Kennedy  taken  from  the  Mohawk  River. 

From  the  Susquehannab:  Sarah  Lester  and  Hannah  UtWj 
Children  belonging  to  the  Widow  Lester,  Prisoners  at  Geneie^ 
Ebenezer  Williams  belonging  to  the  same  Family.  j 

Peter  Hansen  prisener  at  Canedy  out  of  Tryon  County. 


Grentl.    I  have  rec'd  your  Letter  of  the  7"  Inst,  with  a  Ii»t  •* 

women  &  Children  in  your  County  who  you  wish  to  have  reaM"** 

to  their  Friends  [in]  Canada;  at  present  I  can  give  no  poiiti* 

answer  on  this  Subject,  but  if  the  women  &  Children  taken  W 

our  Frontiers  are  liberated  &  suffered  to  come  Home,  I  caB  * 

no  Objection  to  granting  similar  Indulgence  to  the  PersoM  iB^ 

tioned  in  your  List. 

I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
Albany  9  March  1780. 

[To  Frederick  Fisher   and    John    Harper,    Commissioner* 

Sequestration  in  Tryon  County.] 


Albany,  10th  March  ITSO- 
AQieny  When  I  wrote  you  this  Morning  in  Ans*^^ 
rt.,  I  concluded  you  knew  that  the.Flagf  ^ 
trom  this  Place  some  Days  since,  t  M 
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r  Requeet  was  that  Families  of  whom  you  inclosed  me  a  List 
lit  be  permitted  to  go  by  the  next;  but  to  my  Surprize  I  am 
V  informed  that  those  People  are  as  far  on  their  Way  in 
Lghs  as  Balls  Town.  I  am  much  concerned  at  this  drcum- 
ace,  for  tho  I  do  not  apprehend  that  there  will  be  any  Objec- 
1  to  their  proceeding  to  Canada  by  the  next  Opportunity,  it  is 
no  means  convenient  to  grant, a  second  Flagg  for  this  Pur- 
e  at  this  Time,  or  t)efore  the  Return  of  that,  which  is  already 
le,  besides  the  Season  is  so  far  advanced  that  I  am  informed 
wood  not  be  practicable  for  the  Sleighs  &  Drivers  which 
^ht  be  necessary  on  this  Occassion  to  return  on  the  Ice. 


[No.  2737.] 
Deposition  of  Humphrey  Merritt  Relaiive  to  One  Ludlow. 

ifcir  County  SS: 

Nnooelf  appeared  before  me  Wolvert  Ek:ker  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  for 
iiOBMty  Humphery  Merritt,  being  of  full  age  and  Duly  Sworn  Deposeth  and  Salth 
■ton  the  Sixteenth  &  Seventeenth  of  February  Last  that,  he  the  Said  Deponant.  was 
fcltTtral  Houses  between  North  Castle  &  the  Wite  Plains,  and  hard  it  Repeatedly 
•M  that  Carow  Ludlow  was  Come  out  of  New  York,  and  that  they  tought  the  Country 
■M  WW  it  and  the  Deponant  further  Salth  that  he  understood  by  the  Descorse  he 
■wiJ  pass  there,  that  the  Said  Ludlow  had  Come  out  in  order  to  See  ^under  what 
itaktion  the  Country  was  for  pervition  and  further  this  Deponant  Saith  not. 

Humphery  Merritt. 
^  Burgh  March  9th  1780.    Sworn  before  me  Wolvert  Ecker  Justice  of  the  peace. 


[No.  2738.] 

i      ^ 

•^tend  I  dny  Hay  Reqtiests  Exemption  from  MiUVm  Duty  of  Fifteen 
Men  Who  Are  in  the  Coaling  Service  Contract. 

Fishkill,  9  March  1780. 
Kr,  I  aniiavoured  with  yours  of  5th  inst.,  in  which  your  Ex- 
Wwicy  itpleaaed  to  promise  an  impres«  warrant  on  your  arrival 
Bmghkeepsie,  for  which  shall  take  the  liberty  to  apply  if  it 
H  flioi  appear  necessary. 
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As  our  Smiths  use  a  great  many  Coals  in  this  Bepartm 
have  made  a  contract  for  forty  thousand  bushells  with  a  B 
Conolly  to  whom  I  have  promised  every  assistance  in  my  i 
to  give  as  a  public  officer  both  in  procuring  the  necessary  ^ 
&  in  requesting  a  protection  for  his  men  employd  in  perfoi 
that  contract,  and  to  whom  the  following  oath  shall  be  ft 
Isterd:  "  I  do  hereby  solemnly  swear  to  be  true  &  faithfull  1 
United  States  of  America,  and  voluntarily  consent  to  be 
military  law  for  the  space  of  eight  months  from  this  date 
such  time  as  the  contract  made  by  my  employer  Mr.  Conollj 
Udny  Hay,  D.  Q.  M.  General  for  forty  thousand  bushells  of 
shall  be  performd,  not  exceeding  that  time,  and  that  I  wi 
quitt  his  service  during  that  time."  Enclosed  you  have 
of  fifteen  men  with  the  Regiments  to  which  they  belong  wh( 
taken  the  above  affidavit,  for  whom  I  would  request  froni 
Excellency  an  exemption  from  all  militia  Duty  except  in 
of  a  general  alarm. 

I  am  induced  to  hope  for  your  complyance  on  this  subject 

a  consciousness  of  my  seldom  making  applications  of  the 

nature.    I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  utmost  respect 

Excellencies  most  obedient  and  very  humble  Ser't 

Udny  E 
Governour  Clinton. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  Philadelphia  paper  with  some 
broad  hints  from  some  of  the  members  of  their  house  of 
mons  to  his  most  Gracious  Majesty,  I  think  if  they  do  n 
ceive  a  speedy  and  explicit  determination  on  the.  subject  of 
distresses  they  will  follow  America  in  shaking  off  the 
Should  this  be  the  first  account  of  this  matter  that  hae 
reachd  Albany,  let  me  xvicvMest  your  Excellency  will  pre» 
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to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislature,  w'h  my  most  respectfuU 
Ctempliments;  as  I  have  no  petitions  to  make,  it  will  I  hope  be 
xeoeivd  as  a  mark  of  gratitude  for  favours  already  conferrd. 

Urs.  Hay  joins  in  a  tender  of  her  most  respectf  all  compliments 
to  Mrs.  Clinton. 


A  Return  of  the  men's  Names  engaged  with  me  in  the  Coaling 

Service,  for  the  Space  of  Eight  Months,  and  has  each  for  himself 

•  taken  the  Oath,  to  be  true  and  Faithf ull  for  that  time,  and  that 

[  they  will  not  quit  my  Service  till  that  Time. 

t 

f  Col.  Brinkerhoff's  Regt.  at  Fishkill. 

Of  Capt'n  V'n  Wyck's  Comp'y        William  Crawford,  Ebenezar 

Dakins,  John  McTeer, 
Joseph  Greens,  Heniry 
Cease,    Andrew    Doloway, 

Cap.  Askins  Co.  F.  Kill  James  Huson. 

Col.  Fryer's  Regt.  Poughkeepsie. 

Henry  Rllya  Peter  Miller 
Lt  Foort's  Comply  Thos.  Miller 

,  Col.  Johnson's  Regt.  New  Molbery 

Adam  Cropsy  Allan  Lester 

i 

Seth  Stalker  Moses  Holet 

t 

;    of  Capt'n  Cais's  Comp'y  Henry  Willis 

By  me,  Robert  Conolly. 
Wappons  Creek  6  March  1780.    Copy. 


[No.  2739.] 
Lieutenant   Colonel   Millen  to  General   Robert   Howe. — This 
^  lament  belongs  to  and  has  been  consolidated  with  Document 
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[No.  2740.]  '      •     •  ■         ^ 

CONNECTICUT  TAKElS  THE  LEAD. 

And  Attwn.pt8  hy  Its  Act  to  Establish  the  Public  Credit  to  PIm  A 
Finances  on  a  New  and  Enduring  Basis. 

Lebanon  10th  March  1780. 

Sir,   I  have  the  Honor,  to  enclose,  for  your  Excellency'*  ObKf- 
vation,  and  for  the  Consideration  of  the  Gentlemen  of  your  Stite^ 
eundry  papers,  among  which  you  will  particularly  notice  two  idl 
of  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  this  State  of  Connecticut,  ptwei 
at  their  late  sessions.       One  in  rei)eal  of  the  Tender  Act  (» 
caird,) — ^the  other  an  attempt  to  Establish  the  public  Credit  j 
and  Faith  of  the  State,  on  a  new  and  honorable  FoondatioOb 
They  are  Essays  at  the  performance  of  thait  public  Justice,  fro« 
whose  dictates  we  among  our  sister  States  throughout  the  Con^ 
foderaTcy,  have  so  unfortunately  and  so  widely  deviated.    And 
if  they  fail,  by  any  inevitable  Accident,  of  that  success  which 
the  Ijegislature  of  the  State  hope  to  derive  from  them,  there  will 
at  least  remain  the  pleasing  reflection  that  we  have  strugj^ed 
against  the  Torrent  of  Injustice  and  Oppression;  and  we  ^hall 
only  have  to  I>am(^nt  the  Corruption  and  Infatuation  of  an  a^, 
in  which  Measui-es  of  Equity  and   Right,  supported  ^as  tht-se 
must  t)e,)  by  all  honest  Men,  sink  under  the  overwhelming  pow'r 
and  numbers  of  tlie  iniquitous.     Perhaps  they  may  nt»t  h**  nO' 
worthy  the  consideration  of  our  lister  States.     lU*  whom  should 
similar  Measures  be  adopted.     I  think  there  is  little  doubt,  of 
our  deriving  to  our  r(»untr\'  the  most  essential  and  lasting  ad- 
vantages. 

You  will  also  find  enclosed,  several  papers  relative  to  Tbo»- 
Jones,  E«iq.  who  was  lately  taken  from  Long  Island.    Mr.  Joii^ 
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■  one  of  those  Gkntlemen  who  were  taken  up  in  the  State  of 
r^w  York,  5n  the  snn^ner  of  177(K  and  ^ent  into. this  State  for 
<Mifinement,   as  dangerous  Enemies   to  the   American  Cause. 
kJid,  as  it  may  be  thought  by  those  who  are  not  acquainted 
rith  every  Circumstance,  that  ^fr.  Jones,  (as  having  with  the 
*ier  gentlemen  referred  to  broken  the  Conditions  of  the  parole 
HD  which  he  and  they  were  by  me  permitted  to  return  to  the 
Sty  of  New  York,)  ought  rather  to  be  closely  and  rigorously 
KMifin'd,  than  to  be  again  liberated  either  on  parole  or  in  Ex- 
fliange^  I  have  taken  particular  Care  to  enclose  you  an  affidavit 
•worn  to  by  Mr.  Jonee,  as  a  previous  Step  to  the  Negotiation  of 
Exchange  of  himself  for  Genl.  Silliman  of  the  militia  of  this 
4State.    And,  as  this  affidavit  leads  directly  to  a  suspicion,  either 
<l  my  attention  in  this  affair,  or  of  the  Honour  of  the  British 
Commanders  in  N.  York,  I  think  it  necessary  to  inform  you: 
tkat  in  the  summer  of  1777,  six  months  after  these  Geni:lemen 
kid  been  permitted  to  revisit  their  Friends,  a  Letter  was  written 
^  by  me  to  all  of  them  collectively,  demanding  their  immediate 
fetum  agreable  to  parole,  which  was  left  with  llie  ofirer  com- 
manding at  an  advanced  post,  beyond  which  the  Flag  was  not 
admitted.    That  afterwards,  Letters  were  written  to  each  one 
respectively  of  similar  import,  and  delivered  in  similar  manner. 
So  answer  was  received  to  either  of  these,  and  in  consequence, 
niy  Letter  to  S'r  Henry  Clinton  on  the  subject  (a  Copy  of  which 
JW  will  find  enclos'd)  was  sent  in.     No  answer  has  been  retum'd 
to  this,  and  it  remains  for  you  to  determine  on  whom  the  Im- 
putation of  Dishonour  shall  rest. 
I  beg  leave  to  add  that  from  this  time,  I  resign  to  your  Excel- 
1  '^i  the  further  Care  of  these  Gentry,  to  be  disiK>s'd  of,  as  you 
^«ee  fit.    raeir  paroles  if  ever  you  wish  them,  shaW  Y>e  car^ 
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fully  sent  on.    With  all  Respect  and  E«iteem  I  am.  Sir,  Your  mwt; 

Obedient  and  most  Humble  servant 

Jon'th  Trumbull. 
His  ExcelPy  Governor  Clinton. 


At  a  General  A?jsembly  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the- 
State  of  Connecticut  holden  at  Hartford  by  Adjournment  an* 
Special  Order  of  the  Governor  on  the  sixth  day  of  January,  1780. 

An  Act  for  ascertaining  and  declaring  the  value  of  thf  dt^»i» 
due  to  certain  particulai*  creditors  of  this  State,  and  for  sn]>jil5* 
ing  the  State  Treasury  with  such  sums  as  shall  be  necessary  f«)r 
the  exigencies  of  the  Government,  and  to  answer  certain 
requisitions  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  establisbnicnt  o\ 
public  credit. 

Whereas,  it  behooves  every  Government  to  render  justice  a 
far  as  possible  to  every  memh(»r  belonging  thereto,  and  in 
most  especial  manner  to  those  who  have  placed  a  parti<'nlar  cor 
fldence  in  their  equity.  This  Government  considering  that  ii 
the  progress  of  the  present  most  cruel  and  oppressive  war,  th 
Bills  of  public  credit  have^  by  unavoidable  accident  become  lund 
depreciated,  from  which  circumstances  some  doubts  may  possibl; 
arise  in  the  minds  of  the  public  creditors  of  this  State  that  the; 
may  hereafter  be  obliged  to  receive  their  pay  according  to  th- 
depreciated  value  of  the  present  currency,  to  prevent  all  mis 
apprehensions  of  this  nature: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  Representarivt^  ii 

^neral  Court  assembled  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  Tha 

Votes  executed  and  issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  b: 

t  of  an  Act  of  this  Assembly  passed  in  December  1TT6 

lie  Bills  of  public  credit  which  have  been  loaned  to  thi 
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^tate  in  consequence  of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  passed 
Q  May  1777,  and  in  consequence  of  another  Act  passed  in  Feb- 
nary  1778,  and  also  the  Bills  of  public  credit  which  have  been 
oaned  as  aforesaid  in  consequence  of  an  Aot  passed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  in  May  1778,  shall  be  paid  for,  together  with  the 
interest  to  the  respective  lenders  in  Gold  or  Silver,  or  in  Bills 
of  public  credit  of  this  State  according  to  the  full  value  of  the 
said  Bills  or  Notes  when  they  were  loaned  or  issued  as  afore- 
said. 

And  to  provide  for  the  special  exigencies  of  this  State  and 
other  necessary  uses.  Be  it  Enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
that  there  shall  be  forthwith  emitted  upon  the  faith  and  credit 
of  this  State,  Forty  thousand  pounds  lawful  money  in  Bills  of 
public  credit,  computing  every  six  shillings  of  such  Bills  to  be 
eqnal  to  one  Spanish  milled  dollar,  and  to  other  coins  in  that 
proportion,  which  Bills  shall  be  redeemable  by  the  first  day  of 
March  1784,  and  shall  bear  an  interes)t  to  the  possessors  thereof, 
of  five  pounds  pr.  Cent.  pr.  annum,  from  the  first  day  of  March 
1780  untill  the  said  time  of  their  redemption. 

That  a  tax  be,  and  hereby  is  granted  upon  the  Polls  and  rate- 
able estate  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  on  the  list  which  shall 
be  given  in  to  the  General  Assembly  in  the  year  1782,  of  six  pence 
on  the  pound,  to  be  paid  in  said  Bills^  or  in  gold  or  silver,  (com- 
peting Spanish  milled  dollars  and  other  coin  as  aforesaid)  by  the 
first  day  of  January  1784,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be, 
•ttd  he  hereby  is  directed  to  issue  his  warrants  for  collecting  said 
tax,  and  shall  discharge  said  Bills  according  to  this  Act. 

Be  it  further  Enacted  That  a  tax  be,  and  hereby  is  granted  on 
tte  Polls  and  rateable  estate  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State, 
PjMe  in  Bills  emitted  by  the  Congress  of  the  \3m\.vid  ^IviVe^i 
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of  twelve  shillings,  lawful  money  on  the  pound,  to  be  paid  by 
the  first  day  of  April  next,  and  also  that  another  tax  be,  &  hereby 
ie  granted  on  the  Polls  and  rateable  estate  of  the  inhabitanti 
of  this  State,  payable  in  said  Bills,  emitted  by  Oongresa  of  twelTe 
shillings  on  the  pound,  payable  by  the  first  day  of  June  next, 
both  of  which  last  mentioned  taxes  shall  be  collected  and  piid 
on  the  li»t  given  in  to  this  Assembly  A.  Dom:  1778.  That  i 
farther  tax  of  twelve  ehillings  on  the  pound,  payable  in  oaid 
Bills  emitted  by  Congress,  by  the  first  day  of  Noveml>er  iK»xt 
be,  and  hereby  is  granted,  on  the  polls  and  rateable  estate  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  as  the  same  i«  or  shall  be  given  in 
on  the  Vmt  1779,  and  that  the  Ti'easurer  of  this  State  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  directed  to  issue  his  warrants  to  collect  said  three 
last  mentioned  taxes  according  to  this  Act. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  that  any  person  charged  with  the  pay- 
ment of  any  of  the  three  last  mentioned  taxes,  shall  have  liberty 
and  power  to  discharge  the  same  upon  paying  one  thirtieth  part 
of  the  sum  wherewith  he  shall  be  so  charged  in  such  taie«, 
either  in  Bills  of  public  credit,  which  are,  or  shall  be  ordered  to 
be,  emitted  by  this  or  any  future  General  Assembly,  or  in  coin 
according  to  the  computation  thereof  as  aforesaid. 

That  the  aforesaid  tax,  payable  the  first  day  of  November  next, 
shall  not  n^issue  from  the  Treasury,  except  by  the  spei-ial  order 
of  the  General  Assembly;  and  that  the  taxes  granted  by  thi« 
Act  payable  the  first  day  of  April  next,  and  the  lax  ]»ayaMe  the 
first  day  of  June  ncjxt,  shall  be  applied  to  defray  the  exiH-nc***  rf 
this  Slate,  and  to  answer  the  recjuisitions  of  Congn»ss  rnwards 
our  quota  of  the  ex]>ences  of  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  there 
-slmll  be  borrowed  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  this  State  the  sum  rf 
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One  millioii  poundfi  in  BHIb  of  the  co.mnion  currency  of  the  United 
States^  which  have  already  issued  by  Congress  upon  the  follow- 
ing te^ms; 

That  every  person  who  shall  deposit  for  the  use  of  the  State  in 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  any  sum  in  said  Bills  of 
the  United  States,  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds 
lawful  money,  according  to  the  nominal  value  thereof,  shall  re- 
ceive therefor,  from  this  State  to  the  amount  of  one  thirtieth  part 
of  the  sum  so  deposited,  in  silver  or  gold,  computing  Spanish, 
nulled  dollars  and  other  coins  as  aforesaid  within  six  years  after 
such  sum  shall  be  deposited  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  receive  annu- 
ally on  any  sum  or  sums  he  shall  deposit  according  to  this  Act, 
an  interest  of  six  pounds  pr.  Cent.  pr.  Annum  either  in  gold  or 
silver  coin  computed  as  aforesaid,  or  in  Bills  of  public  credit  of 
this  State,  not  bearing  an  interest  of  less  than  four  pounds  pr. 
Cent.  pr.  Annum,  &  regulated  by  the  aforesaid  computation,  and 
redeemable  within  seven  years  after  the  same  shall  be  emitted  by 
an  Act  of  this  or  any  future  General  Assembly  of  this  State. 
That  all  Bills  of  the  common  currency  as  aforesaid,  which  shall 
bp  deposited  or  loaned  to  this  State  agreeable  to  this  Act,  shall 
be  exempted  from  any  kind  of  tax  untill  the  monies  therefor,  shall 
be  refunded  and  paid.  That  the  faith  of  this  State  be,  and  the 
aame  is  hereby  plighted  to  fulfill  the  aforesaid  engagements,  and 
that  seasonable  provisions  shall  be  made  to  discharge  the  same. 

And  Whereas  the  Bills  of  public  credit  which  are  ordered  to  be 
emitted  by  virtue  of  this  Act  are  founded  ux)on  the  most  indubi- 
table principles  of  public  credit,  and  ought  to  be  regarded  accord- 
ingly, Be  it,  therefore.  Enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
all  Bills  of  public  credit  which. shall  be  emitted  by  this  Act,  shall 
be  received  in  payment  of.  all  salaries,  fees,  and  rewards  for  ser- 
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vices  within  this  State,  as  the  same  was  established  by  law  in  the 
year  1774,  and  that  no  Quarter  Master,  Oommissaryy  or  other 
person  employed  to  purchase  any  articles  for  the  army,  nayy,  or 
troops  of  this  state,  or  to  hire  any  service  on  a  public  aceoont, 
shall  give  in  said  Bills  ordered  to  be  emitted  by  this  Act  more, 
therefore,  than  the  same  could  be  purchased,  hired  or  engaged  for, 
were  the  same  paid  for  in  gold  or  silver  as  aforesaid.  And  if  107 
CJommissary,  Quarter  Master,  or  other  person  employed  as  afore- 
said, shall  knowingly  give  more  for  any  purchase,  hire  or  serrice 
than  the  same  might  have  been  obtained  for  in  gold  or  silver  coin 
according  to  the  aforesaid  computation,  he  shall  forfeit  to  the  j 
amount  of  the  sums  which  he  shall  exi>end  in  violation  of  thii 
Act,  and  shall  also  forfeit,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  i>ouDds  in 
Bills  of  public  credit  which  shall  be  issued  by  this  Act,  or  the  like 
sum  in  gold  or  silver  as  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered  by  Bill,  Plaint 
or  Information. 

And  Whereas,  it  is  apprehended  that  there  may  be  some  lark- 
ing villians  and  traitors  in  this  State,  who  under  the  maek  of 
friendship  are  by  a  dark,  insidious,  and  detestable  conduct,  en- 
deavourinji:  to  defeat  every  public  measure,  however  just  and 
necessary  for  the  establishment  of  the  liberties  of  this  eouniry. 
incited  by  those  vile  motives  they  may  endeavour,  by  offering 
exorbitant  prices  in  gold  or  silver,  or  in  Bills  ordered  by  this  Act 
to  be  emitted  for  articles  and  services  wanted  for  the  public,  so 
as  to  occasion  in  a  very  unnecessary  manner  the  prices  of  thing:* 
to  rise  with  a  view  to  distress  the  public, 

Be  it,  therefore.  Enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  i^ 
any  person  within  this  State  shall  so  conduct,  either  by  offering 
or  giving  excessive  and  unnecessary  prices  for  any  articles  oT 
service,  either  in  gold  or  silver  or  in  Bills  ordered  to  be  emitted 
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y  this  Act,  or  in  any  other  manner  as  shall  afford  a  reasonable 
M?oof  to  that  court  who  shall  have  cognizance  of  his  offence,  that 
116  design  and  intention  was  to  defeat  in  any  degree  the  benefits 
i^hich  this  State  ought  and  has  a  right  to  expect  from  the  use  of 
their  public  credit  as  aforesaid,  every  such  offender  shall,  upon 
conviction  before  that  court  who  shall  have  legal  cognizance  and 
trial  of  his  offence,  be  sentenced  to  pay  such  fine  as  they  shall 
judge  reasonable,  and  he  shall  also  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not 
more  than  three  years. 

And  be  it  further  Enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid  That 
Jabez  Hamlin,  George  Wyllys,  Elisha  Williams^  John  Chester, 
and  Benjamin  Payne,  Esqrs.,  be  a  Committee  to  cause  said  Bills 
ordered  to  be  emitted  by  this  Act  to  be  imprinted,  and  that  any 
two  of  them  sign  the  same,  which  Bills  shall  consist  of  various 
denominations  from  nine  i>ence  to  Forty  Shillings,  according  to 
!  the  discretion  of  said  Committee,  which  Bills,  as  fast  as  they  are 
ligned,  shall  be  by  said  Committee  delivered  to  the  Treasurer  of 
tMs  State,  who  shall  give  his  Receipt,  therefor,  and  shall  from 
time  to  time  deliver  out  the  same  as  he  shall  be  ordered,  accord- 
ing to  law.    And  the  said  Committee,  are  also  hereby  directed  to 
;   prepare,  a  suflBcient  number  of  suitable  Bank  Notes  properly  in- 
r   dented,  and  deliver  the  sfime  to  the  State  Treasurer,  taking  his 
reieipt,  therefor,  which  Bank  Notes  shall  be  regularly  filled  up 
bjthe  Treasurer  and  signed  by  him,  and  shall  issue  and  be  deliv- 
ered to  such  persons  as  shall  deposit  on  loan  Bills  of  the  common 
turrency  agreeable  to  this  Act.    And  when  payment  of  said  Bank 
i^'otes  shall  be  made  according  to  this  Act,  such  payment  shall  be 
^de  to  the  possessors  of  such  Bank  Notes,  and  the  Treasurer  of 

I*   ttig  State  is  hereby  directed  to  make  fair  entries  of  the  sums  and 
Persons  from  whom  such  Bills  are  borrowed,  and  not  disposcv 
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thereof,  but  as  he  shall  be  especially  directed  by  the  Genenl  Ai- 

sembly  of  this  State. 

And  it  is  further  Enacted,  that  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent, 

who  are  unable  to  pay  their  proportion  of  any  of  the  three  Iiit 

taxes  granted  and  laid  by  this  Act,  the  civil  anthority  and  idect- 

men  of  the  several  towns  are  authorised  and  directed  to  aMe, 

either  in  whole  or  in  part  pf  the  rates  of  such  of  the  inhabituti  I 

of  their  respective  towns,  as  they  shall  judge  stand  in  greateit 

need  of  such  abatements,  to  the  amount  of  one  twentieth  partot 

such  town's  proportion  of  such  tax  or  taxes,  and  lodge  a  list  of 

such  abatements  with  the  town  clerk  of  such  towns  respectiTely, 

and  deliver  a  copy  thereof  to  the  Collector  of  such  tax  or  taie«, 

and  the  said  Collectors  shall  be  allowed  credit  for  said  abatemenU 

on  their  settlement  with  the  treasurer. 

A  true  Copy  of  Record 

Examined  By  George  Wyllys,  Secret'y. 
(Copy) 
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List  of  the  Men  to  whom  or  for  whom  the  Money  was  Paid: 
Nicho's  Lupe,  John  Strong,  Cornelius  Creeden,  Joseph  Laurance, 
William  Leac^h,  Will'm  Dickason,  Casper  Andonie,  John  Davis, 

Johnson,  Duncan  McMullen,  Jacob  Shano,  John  Waldo, 

John  Laurance,  Andries  Francis,  Richard  Bharon. 

Wm.  Plumly,  Henry  lluyser  Paid  by  Capt.  Rockefeller. 

Deserted  after  Muster,  the  Bounty  went  to  the  Class:  Jacob 
Shano,  John  Waldo. 

Deserted  after  Drafting:  Samuel  Heiner,  John  Smith,  Jacob 
Lyke,  John  Chisam,  Peter  Brese,  Jacob  Vredenburgh. 

Returned  by  Leave  of  the  General:  Hendrick  Schutt.  Jun., 
Archable  Thomson,  Jacob  Tinglebach,  Thos.  Turner,  Fre(lerni 
Patrick,  Adam  Vounch. 

30  Men  in  the  whole. 


[No.  2742.] 
Colonel  Fisher  Encounters  a  Number  of  Contumacious  Scotchmfi- 

Caughnawag,  11th  March  ITS*'. 
Sir,  There  is  a  number  of  Scotchmen  Inhabitants  of  tin* 
County,  living  near  Johnstown  who  has  done  no  duty  Siiirt*  ih^ 
Comnien<(»nient  of  the  present  war:  Last  week  I  ordertnl  llui»> 
all  to  app<*ar  in  Johnstown,  in  order  to  have  them  forineil  into 
a  Company,  but  they  possitively  Refused  to  take  up  arms  '\t^ 
defence  of  America;  I  would  therefore.  Request  the  favor  of 
yimr  Honour  to  let  me  know  how  1  am  to  act  further  with  th»ni» 
in  this  allair.     I  am  Sir  your  most  obedient  Humble  SiMvant 

Fred'k  Fisht*r. 
His  Excellency  tJeorgu  Clinton  Ksqr. 


\ 
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[No.  2743.] 

John  Simnet  Applies  to  Janies  Rivington  for  Infttience  to  EncMe 
Him  to  Oo  to  New  York. 

Albany  March  11th  1780. 
Sir;  I  am  a  native  &  Citizen  of  London,  a  Tieitor  to  America;  some  time  ago  your 
neighbour.  &  having  now  no  particular  friend  in  New  York  beg  leave  to  Inform  you 
my  Case.  &  sollicit  your  assiatance.  conceiving  you  are  Intimate  with  the  King's  Gov- 
ernor &  General:  At  the  time  Sir  Lord  Howe  arrivd  at  Sandy  Hook,  my  potent  friends 
in  London  wrote  by  the  packet,  ordering  me  immediately  to  put  my  little  all  on  boards 
A  return  Home  to  them,  as  Death  &  Time  had  opend  a  great  advantage  to  me.  I 
apply'd  to  Major  Abeel.  then  Chairman,  but  could  not  obtain  leave  to  go  to  the  packet, 
then  at  the  Hook,  nor  send  a  letter,  as  it  requird  a  flag,  but  the  Major  advia'd  me  to> 
retire  to  the  country,  when  draughting  was  over,  &  he  would  give  me  a  written  char- 
acter, which  he  did.  &  also  Captain  Ketteltas;  expecting  this  contest  wou'd  soon  be 
over  &  I  might  return  to  my  habitation;  but.  Sir,  being  here  so  long,  &  my  circum- 
stances not  admitting  me  to  live  as  I  was  us'd  to  do,  my  health  &  strengh  is  so 
declind  I  am  sometimes  scarce  able  to  walk  about  my  business.  His  Excellency,  Gov- 
ernor Clinton,  happening  to  come  to  town,  I  complain'd  to  him  who  very  readily  con- 
sented I  should  be  permitted  to  pass  out  to  New  York,  on  condition  an  American 
prisoner  is  releas'd.  &  sent  from  thence  in  exchange  for  me,  &  1  don't  doubt.  Sir,  but 
on  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  make  application  to  relieve  your  Countryman  A,  dis- 
treeed  humble  Serv't  John  Simnet. 

To  Mr.  James  Rivington,  New  York. 


[No.  2744.] 

WESTCHESTER'S  DEFENCELESS  CONDITION. 

Colonel  Thomas  Submits  the  Matter  to  Governor  Clinton  and  the 

Latter  Promises  Cooperation  When  the  Legislature  Bestows  the 

Needful  Authority. 

North  Castle  March  13th  1780. 

S'r,  The  exposed  and  defenceless  Situation  of  the  County  of 
Westchester  on  the  Frontiers,  calls  aloud  for  Protection  and 
Security,  which  I  flatter  myself  your  Excellency  will  afford,  as 
far  as  lays  in  your  lN)wer,  as  the  Welfare  of  the  virtuous  People 
in  this  Part  totally  depends  upon  it.  The  good  People  residing 
hereabouts,  &  at  Places  adjacent,  look  up  with  anxious  Expec- 
tation for  Relief,  their  Fears  and  Appreh(»nsions  have  already 
arose  to  such  a  degree  that  they  are  indeed  very  alarming. 
Stock  of  every  kind  nightly  taken  of  and  still  exposed  to  the 
depredations  of  Thieves  from  the  Enemy.     Well  affected  People- 
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obliged  to  desert  their  Habitations  and  fly  to  some  remote  Cit- 
ems  for  Shelter  and  Security.  The  Weather  ivithal  very  tediou 
&  difficulties  innumerable,  that  if  they  can  be  in  any  Heainire 
removed,  &  this  Part  by  any  Means  put  in  a  State  of  Becwity 
against  the  Incursions  of  the  Enemy,  the  People  may  once  iiwie 
enjoy  a  temporary  Ease  and  be  happy  in  their  Possessions;  Hilf 
of  my  Regiment  and  half  of  Colonel  Crane's,  united  togetkcr 
and  posted  in  this  Quarter  for  a  shott  Period  of  Time  untill  wc 
can  have  further  Relief,  I  think  would  afford  this  Country  a 
considerable  Security  and  so  to  relieve  each  other  by  Turns  and 
keep  half  constantly  out,  untill  the  draughts  are  made,  if  any 
there  are  to  be;  could  wish  that  your  EJxcellency  would  imme- 
diately order  them  out  in  Service.  Many  People  Residents  in 
this  Quarter  would  turn  out  with  Chearfulness  &  strenuously 
exert  themselves,  if  joind  by  small  assistance,  but  unless  some 
be  granted,  People  that  are  Friends  must  totally  abandon  this 
Part  and  seek  Refuge,  I  know  not  where.  I  expect  daily  Col. 
Delancey  Light  Horse  to  make  their  Incursions  into  the  Coon- 
try,  and  like  Savages  with  more  than  brutal  Cruelty,  to  cut  and 
slay  all  before  them,  and  we  unable  to  make  any  opposition 
without  any  Force,  to  your  Excellency;  the  People  look  up  foi 
Relief  wishing  to  have  the  Enemies  Progress  retarded  and  thi« 
Country  secured.  Captain  David  Hubby,  the  Bearer,  will  Ix 
able  to  relate  to  you  the  Situation  of  this  Part,  as  well  as  I  can 
as  he  resides  here  and  is  a  Witness  of  the  apprehensions  of  tb< 
good  People  in  this  Part,  which  are  daily  presenting  themsekei 
to  View.     I  am  your  Excellenry^s  most  obt.  &  very  humble  Svl 

Thomas  Thomas. 
His  Excellenrv  George  Clinton  Esqr. 
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Poukeepsie  27th  March  1780. 
Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  18th 
Instant  and  I  now  inclose  an  Order  for  calling  out  a  Detachment 
of  Militia  for  the  Protection  of  the  Fontier  Settlements  of  your 
County,  which  I  shall  be  happy  if  it  answer  the  desired  Purpose. 
You  may  be  assured  I  feel  very  sensibly  for  the  distressed  Situa- 
tion of  the  Inhabitants  who  s^re  exposed  to  the  daily  Incursions 
of  the  Enemy,  &  that  I  will  embrace  the  earliest  Opportunity 
afforded  me  of  giving  them  a  more  ample  Security  in  a  way  that 
will  be  less  Burthensome  to  the  People.  I  am  not  authorized 
to  raise  the  Men  intended  for  the  Frontier  Service  untill  I  re- 
ceive Assurances  from  Congress  that  they  will  pay  &  subsist 
them.  I  have  long  since  wrote  them  on  the  Subject  &  wait  with 
Anxiety  for  an  answer  that  may  enable  me  to  set  about  this 
important  Business.  I  am,  with  great  Regard,  &  Esteem. 
Yours  &c.  [G.  C] 

[To  Col.  Thomas  Thomas.] 


[No.  2745.] 

ENEMY'S  MOVEMENTS  CREATE  UNEASINESS. 

General  Robert  Hoice  Reports  an  Important  Enterprise  in  Contem- 
plation— Asks  That  the  Militia  he  Held  in  Readiness, 

Hiighlands,  15th  March  1780. 
Dear  Sir,  I  yesjterday  did  myself  the  Honor  to  inform  your 
Excellency  that  I  had  rec'd  Intelligence,  that  the  Enemy  were 
preparing  for  some  grand  Maneuvre,  &  that  it  apparently  seem'd 
to  tend  towards  Morris-Town.  I  had  not  Time  then  to  be  par- 
ticular, &,  therefore,  take  the  Liberty  to  write  you  more  fully  by 
Express  to  Day.     One  of  my  Emissaries  who  left  New-York  the* 
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9sth  Inst,  told  me  yesterday,  that  the  EBemy  were 
their  Troops,  Horse,  Vessels,  &  Boats,  &  were  prepari 
€rate  in  Force  upon  some  Occasion  of  Importance,  & 
jeot  seem'd  to  be  the  Army  at  Morris-Town.  Another 
York  the  11th  at  Night  says  they  had  prepared  all  tl 
on  the  North  &  west  Sddes  of  Staten  Island  as  Barracl 
Beception  of  Troops;  that  a  great  many  Vessels  were  T 
that  on  the  8th  a  considerable  Body  of  Horse,  &  some 
cross'd  over  to  Staten  Island;  that  on  the  9th,  10th  & 
were  preparing  to  send  over  a  large  Body  of  Infantry; 
Hessians  from  Long  Island  were  crossing  to  York-Islan 
their  Intention  manifestly  was  to  attack  the  Genl.  i 
Town.  The  Persons  who  give  me  this  Intelligence,  j 
who  have  sometime  acted  for  me,  &  have  been  intelli 
faithfull;  they  do  not  know  each  other,  &  derive  their  Inl 
from  different  Sources. 

In  Consequence  of  this.  Sir,  I  have  ordered  Poor*s  B 

hold  themselves  in  Readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  w 

hold  all  here  prepared  to  act  as  occasion  shall  requi 

find  this  Post  not  their  Object,  (a  Circuiustance  hov 

from  improbable,  notwithsitandiiig  their  Operations  weai 

ent  Aspect)  &  that  they  are  moving  in  Force  towards  h 

lency,  I  shall  with  all  the  Force  I  can  with  Propriety,  t 

me,  call  their  attention  to  their  Rear  by  a  movement 

Lines,  against  which  I  shall  act  as  Circumstances  point 

In  this  Case,  Sir,  or  if  they  act  a^^ainst  me,  it  is  pi 

need  the  Assistance  of  a  Fait  of  your  militia,  &  th< 

O  means  wish  them  embodi(*d,  or  calVd  forth  nnull 

0  it  requisite,  of  which  yonr  KxreWency  sUaW  v^ 

t  Information,  yet  I   take  tl^e  Uberty  to  sn^ 
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measure  not  unnecessary,  that  they  should  be  warn'd  to  hold 
themselves  ready,  should  Occasion  require  it.  If  militia  must 
be  caird  into  the  Feild,  I  would  hinrt  to  your  Excellency,  that 
they  should  be  ordered  to  bring  with  them  twelve  or  fourteen 
Days'  Provision,  our  Stores  not  affording  an  adequate  Supply. 

The  Necessity  of  pushing  with  Expedition  the  Works  necessary 
for  the  Defence  of  this  very  important  Post,  and  the  Impossi- 
bility of  doing  it  without  Teams,  which  we  have  not  a  Grain  of 
Forage  to  support,  induces  me  to  request  the  Favour  of  your 
Excellency  if  it  can  with  Propriety  be  done,  to  order  in  about 
thirty  Teams  of  the  substantial  Farmers  of  your  State,  who  are 
able  to  bring  their  own  Forage.  They  may  be  relieved  occa- 
sionally by  others,  &,  therefore,  the  Duty  be  made  as  little  op- 
pressive as  possible.  Permit,  Dear  Sir,  the  Necessity  of  this  Ap- 
plication to  appologize  for  the  Trouble  I  give  you  in  it.  I  am 
<iii  great  Haste)  with  great  Respect  &  Regard,  Dear  Sir,  Your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  &  very  Humble  Servant 

Robert  Howe. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2746.] 

Colonel    Van    Rensselaer    Issues    a    Certifieate    of    CMracter    to 

Samuel  Baker* 

To  all  whom  it  may  Concerc.  The  Bearer,  Samuel  Baker,  Reeidea  within  the  District 
of  my  Regiment  and  has  always  behaved  himself  as  a  Sober  Good  Citizen  and  is  firmly 
Attached  to  the  cause  and  Indcpendance  of  America.  Given  under  my  Hand  this  Seven- 
teenth day  of  March  17S0.  K.  V.  Rensselaer.  Collo. 


[No.  2747.] 
Colonel  Jacob  Klock  to  Governor  Clinton.    This  document  be- 
longs to  and  has  been  consolidated  with  Document  2750. — State 
Historian. 

*The  original  editor  of  the  Clinton  MSS.,  in  his  caption  to  this  document,  alludes  to 
"Judge  Morris'  certificate."  Judge  Morris'  certificate  has  not  been  found.— St atb 
Historian. 
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[No.  2748.] 

ColoDel  Klock  to  Col.  Van  Schnick.    This  dooanent  beloaplki 
and  has  been  eonsftlidated  with   Docuraent  2750. — 8titb  H 

TOBIAN. 


[No.  2749.] 
Oavemor  Clinton  Indorses  the  Administrati(m  of  Mr.  Jac€h  C«flir. 

Fish  Kill  IDlh  March  1780. 
Sir,    The  delays  I  meet  with  at  Boston  and  Connecticut  ^ 
priv'd  me  the  Oppertunity  of  waiting  upon  your  Ext-elleDcy  and   j 
the  Assembly  while  Conveen'd  at  Albany.    I  went  within  a  let   i 
miles  of  your  House  but  being  informed  there  was  no  Certainty 
of  your  being  lionie  for  some  days  (the  roads  being  exceediaj 
bad)  concluded  it  was  best  to  proceed  on  my  Journt*y  to  Held 
Quarters;  shoud  been  happy  in  seeing  your  Excellency,  and  hav- 
ing your  approbation  in  the  c<mtinuance  of  Mr.  Cuyler  in  Offlce* 
or  a  Reconinii.'udation  of  some  other  Person;  a  line  from  yoof 
Excelhnry  np<»u  that  Subject  by  first  i)oj*t  ehall  ackuowledRC  B 
particular   favour.     The  magazines   being   nearly  exhausted,  tt 
will  require  my  greatest  Exertions  and  that  of  every  jierson  i» 
the  Depart  men  t,  to  pHMure  a  sutlicient  supply  of  bread  and  beef 
to  feeil  our  army  lill  after  harvt*Kt:  indeetl.  if  we  act ompliish  it 
1  6Jliall  Ih-  ex(<v(Iingly  haj^py  and  hope  we  Khali  never  experience 
surh  a  S<aivity  and  want  of  Provisions  in  future.     Kemain  with 
all  ihw  Kespf'ct,  your  Kxt<»llencyV,  M<>st  Obdt.  and  most  HbU 
fr^**rvanr  Eph.  Blaine,  C.  G.  of  Purchases. 

Oov'r  Clinton, 

Pokeopsie  26th  March  1780. 
Sir,    I  am  lioTioi-ed  with  your  TiCtters  of  the  Gth  Feb  j  J^  !•• 
nt.     TIk-  Kxperiation  which   the  first  afforded  me  •!  HHt 
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ure  of  seeing  you  in  Albany  prevented'  my  Answering"  it- 
letter 'I.  found  at  my  House  on.  nay  arival  from  Albany  yes- 
Lj**  Prom  the  general  good  Character  Mr.  Cuyler  sustains, 
he  Knowledge  he  must  have  acquired  of  the  Duties  of  your 
rtraent,  I  cannot  Heaitate  in  advising  his  Continuance  in 
?.    I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Ke&pect  your  most  Obed.  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Commissary  General  Blaine.] 


[No.  2750.] 

CONSTERNATION  ALONG  THE  FRONTIER. 

her  Disastrous  Indian  Raid  Near  Little  Falls — The  Militia  Weak 
and  Almost  Helpless  for  Want  of  Food. 

Albany,  March  21st  1780. 
%  The  inclosed  is  Copy  of  a  letter  I  yesterday  received  from 
•;  Clock  of  Tryon  County;  as  it  gives  an  account  of  Hostili- 
which  have  been  committed  in  that  County,  I  have  thought 
•er  to  inclose  it  together  with  one  from  the  Colonel  to  your 
?llency.  I  shall  order  thfe  provisions  Colo.  Clock  applys  for, 
ive  him  every  afesi^tance  iti'  my  power.    You^  Excellencies 

t  Obedient  sen'ant. 

G.  V.  Schaick. 
Excellency  George  Clinton. 


COLOXBL    KLOCK    TO    COLONEL    VAN    SCHAICK. 

Palatine  District,  Tryon  County  March  17th  1780. 

OQored  Sir,  The  15th  Instant  a  party  of  the  Enemy  to  the 

Wt.of  fift^,  have  made  their  appearance  at  Reemsnyder^fe 

k^  ft  have  taken.  Capt.  Keyeer  with  his  two  Sons,  &  t^^ 
25 
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other  prisoners,  killed)  one,  &  bnmt  the  Oaptain'B  Hoi 
was  up  with  the  Palatine  Battalion  yesterday;  the  Enemi 
gone  off.  I  could  not  make  a  farther  pursuit  for  want  of ! 
Shoes.  Their  is  different  reports  that  there  is  an  other  ; 
of  100  out — ^an  other  course  but  nothing  came  officially.  I 
received  General  orders  from  his  Excellency,  the  GoYoar 
directing  to  keep  Guards  at  the  different  Forts  which  I  oh 
accordingly.  Their  is  the  greatest  difficulty  on  account  of 
visions  for  a  very  speedy  supply  of  which  I  must  make  fp 
apply  to  you.  Their  is  grain  &  Flour  seized  by  the  force 
certain  act  of  the  Legislature,  but  I  do  not  know,  whether  I 
power  to  make  use  of  it.  The  Frontier  people  is  removing 
fast,  the  people  in  very  great  Consternation.  I  hoi>e  von 
do  your  utmost  to  procure  a  protection  to  the  Extensive  1 
tiers  of  this  County;  remain  honored,  sir,  your  obedient  hu 
servant  Jacob  Klock,  C 

Tu  Colu.  V'n  Sihaick  Commander  of  the  Xortbern  DepartiUf 
[Copy.] 


COLONEL  KLOCK   TO   GOVERNOR  CLINTON. 

Palatine  District,  Tryon  County,  March  17th  17; 
May  it  please  your  Excellency:  Yesterday  j  was  at  Rie 
srlintMdvr's  IJush  with  the  Palatine  Battallion.  The  Ei 
to  the  Number  of  fifty,  wats  gone  off.  after  they  have  tacken 
tain  Keyser  with  his  two  t!H)ni4,  and  two  others  prisoners  k 
an  otbi/r  Man  and  burnt  tlu'  Captain's  House.  This  Affair 
pened  the  loth  instant.  Whether  the  Enemy  has  done  anv 
ther  Micliicf  at  Jerseylield  j  could  not  learn,  and  for  wax 
8nuw  Shnes  j  could  not  niaike  any  further  pursuit.    Just  n 
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honored  with  the  Keceipt  of  your  Excellency's  general  orders 
le  10th;  j  had  ordered  a  party  up  Riemenfichneider's  Bush, 
given  orders  to  Oollonel  Bellinger  to  keep  his  Men  at  the  dif- 
Dt  Forts  at  the  Flats>  till  further  orders.  I  am  just  ordering 
.  Vificher  to  put  a  guard  upon  Sacondago,  which  he  shall 
{k  sufficient;  also  j  have  also  sent  an  order  to  Capt.  Koopman 
Deep  a  guard  at  Fort  Planck  in  Conajohary.  Upon  different 
lorts,  that  an  other  party  of  a  hundred  Men  of  the  Enemy  is 
t  j  ordered  that  continual  Scoutings  shall  be  kept,  and  the 
itia  ordered  to  keep  in  Readiness  upon  a  Minute's  warning. 
Br  Excellency  will  be  sensible,  that  these  Duties  must  fall  very 
d  upon  the  Militia,  particularly  at  this  Season.  The  greatest 
Bculties  are  on  Account  of  provisions,  for  which  j  have  ad- 
Bsed  myself  to  OoU.  Van  Schaick.  There  is  a  quantity  of  flower 
1  grain,  which  is  seized,  but  i  do  not  know  wheter  j  have  any 
wer  to  macke  use  of  it.  J  must  beg  your  Excellency's  Direc- 
n,  how  j  must  do  in  future  on  Account  of  Provision  upon  any 
aergency;  for  there  is  many  who  have  non  to  tacke  along  with 
em,  whenever  they  shall  be  ordered  under  Service.  Your  Ex- 
llency  will  find  by  our  Return,  that  the  Militia  of  this  County  is 
0  weack,  to  guard  the  very  extensive  Frontiers,  and  j  macke  no 
©abt,  you  will  lay  our  Defenceless  Situation  before  Congress,  to 
lire  us  some  relief  against  an  Enraged  Enemy.  J  have  the 
to  remain  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Jacob  Klock,  Ool. 

^  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  &c.  of  New 

Tork  &c. 
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[No.  2751.]    • 
Christopher  Yaies  Draws  a  Oloomy  Picture  of  Life  <m  fie 

Palatine,  March  171 

Dear  Sir,  On  Tuesday  last  we  bad  an  account  that  i 
the  Enemy  had  been  discovered  between  Port  Schoyla 
German  Flatts  and  that  from  their  Conrse  it  was  thoi 
Intended  to  fall  in  at  Riemensnyder's  Bush  (four  nriles 
the  Little  Falls).  Unluckily  thro'  the  Negligance  of  8om< 
was  Intrusted  with  the  Message,  it  did  not  reach  the  Bu* 
Evening:  following;  on  Wednesday  about  one  O'clock  t 
the  Party  fell  in,  Killed  one  man  and  took  Captain  Joh 
(an  Uncle  of  my  wife's)  with  two  sons,  one  Klock  and  on 
Prisoners;  the  Party  Burned  Capt'n  Keyser's  House^  Is 
Sheep,  &c.  and  took  away  his  provisions  and  best  Effects 
Mrs.  Keyser  with  three  small  Children,  destitute  of  Clo« 
any  other  necessary  of  life;  from  the  Information  Mrs 
gives,  the  Party  consisted  of  Fifty  men  chiefly  T«)riei5,  i 
they  were  dressed  in  Paint,  she  could  not  know. 

A  detachment  of  our  Militia  went  up,  but  for  the  want 
Shoes  could  make  no  pursuit. 

As  the  Tracks  of  the  Enemy  crossed  from  the  soutl 
North  side  of  the  River  we  Judge  they  have  come  ibro'  tl 
try  of  the  five  Nations. 

People  that  have  as  little  confidence  as  I  put  in  our 
allies,  think  as  I  do  that  the  Oneidas  have  known  of  th: 
and  very  probably  been  harboured  there. 

I  am  informed  that  a  Number  of  weomen  (Toriesi  are 
Saratoga,  from  whence  they  are  to  go  to  Canada  a«  sooi 
lakes  open;  as  this  will  necessarily  open  a  Corri'spimd^ 
twoen  the  Comnuimliu^  ollictT  here  and  the  one  in  f!anad 
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Subject  of  an  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to 
ppention  the  above  to  the  commanding  OflScer  of  the  Northern 
Department,  and  to  use  your  Influence  to  have  Capt.  Keyser  and 
|he  unfortunate  prisoners  with  him  Exchanged  in  the  spring; 
Pvom  the  many  former  Instances  of  Friendship  I  have  received  at 
^or  hands,  I  cannot  doubt  but  y<m  will  be  pleased  to  comply 
yrith  my  request  in  thte  particular. 

p.^.  The  Irruption  of  this  party  ao  early,  Indicates  not  only  a  Trou- 
PUesome  but  Dangerous  Summer  to  us  in  these  parts.  I  wish 
Diose  who  have  the  Superintendence  of  affairs  to  be  assured  (and 
|[,  assure  it  from  my  own  knowledge)  that,  unless  a  Number  of 
IQhoops  are  sent  up  speedily,  who  with  the  occasional  assistance 
1^  the  Militia  can  repel  the  incursions  of  the  enemy,  that  very  few 
^  the  People  will  think  it  safe  to  remain  here;  the  County  is  very 
IfpEtensive  and  lies  open  on  all  sides  to  the  Inroads  of  the  savages. 
I^need  not  describe  to  you  the  Distresses  of  such  as  are  oblidged 
|(p  abandon  their  Habitations,  and  the  consequent  Distress  and 
linconveniance  of  such  as  they  fly  to  for  refuge;  besides  the  pre- 
l^enting  of  which,  the  crops  now  in  the  ground  and  those  to  be 
TMit  in  must  (I  should  rather  say  ought)  to  be  saved  or  there  will 
pie  a  famine  to  those  who  now  reside  here.  I  have  every  oppor- 
l^unity  to  convince  mj^self  that  people  have  Bread  for  no  longer 

•than  the  ensuing  ITarvest;  Indeed  too  many  have  not  that. 
|l|..  It  may  appear  that  this  letter  is  dictated  from  a  spirit  of  de- 
j|gRx>ndence.   It  is  true  I  feel  for  my  fellow  creatures  and  that  from 

4he  Belief  I  have  that  this,  country  will  suffer  bitterly  unless  we 
Ptjlmye  relief  sent  up. 

L.  With  this  you  will  receive  a  Letter  to  my  Father  which  be 
■Nea^edj  to  Forw:ard.  I  have  wrote  to  him  for  permission  to  send 
PPlX.wife  9Jid  Ohildren  with  some  of  my  E;ffects  to  him  as  soon  ajs 
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the  riyer  opens.    I  am  with  my  best  respects  to  yonr  family 
most  Obedient  Sen't  Christ'r  P.  Ytt 

The  Hon'ble  Abraham  Yates,  Esqr. 


Albany  23d  March  17 
D.  Sir,  The  above  explains  itself  namely,  the  Xecessi 
guarding  the  Fronteere;  it  is  with  that  view  I  send  Cop?  c 
whole  which  I  leave  to  your  better  Judgment  wether  advis 
to  publish  in  the  Papers.  I  dont  like  to  hold  out  to  the  F 
the  Scarcity  of  Provisions,  the  Fronteers  ready  to  be  abant: 
and  a  jalaey  of  the  Oneides:  which  may  all  be  True 
Necessary  for  us  to  Consider,  and  yet  not  proper  to  appri 
Enemy  of  it:  Besides  I  suppose  that  the  Oneides  have  J 
them,  and  I  dare  say  are.  Pestered  with  their  Tories,  as  mi 
we  are  with  ours.  Both  in  respect  to  Harboring  the  Enemy  ^ 
ing  the  whigs.  I  hope  you  have  got  safe  home;  my  Compli 
to  Mrs.  Clinton^  Peter  Tappen  and  Mr.  Piatt.  I  remain,  i^ii 
very  Ilum.  S't  Ab'm  Yates, 

P.  S.    Mr.  Clerk  (Clerk  of  Charlotte  County)  who  has  h 
Power  there  two  Days,  tells  me  just  now  that  Scheenijtboro 
distroyed;  that  the  Express  come  to  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  last 
Hi«  Excellency  George  Clinton,  E^qr. 


[No.  2752.] 

Captain  Chipman  Reports  That  the  Garrison  at  Skecncsboroufi 
Surprised  by  Indians. 

Albany,  March  23rd  1 

Sir,  Inclose  your  Excelh»iuy  Copy  of  a  letter  I  nvuiviM 

the  Officer  Commanding  at  Fort  Edward,  giving  a  disagr 


I 
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i-sccount  of  what  happened  at  Skeensborough,  nothwithstanding 
K  your  Excellency  ordered  that  Post  to  be  occupied  by  forty  men, 
"  It  appears  from  the  enclosed  account  that  not  near  half  that  num- 
ber were  there  at  the  time  the  surprise  happened.  If  I  receive 
-  a  more  particular  account  of  this  affair,  I  shall  Transmitt  to  your 
5  -Excellency  by  the  first  conveyance. 

|.     Ck>lo.  Yates  who  went  with  the  Flag  to  Canada,  not  yet   re- 
^.turned.    Your  Excellencies  most  Obedient  humble  servant 

;;  G.  V.  Schaick. 

.^  Qovemour  George  Clinton. 


A' 

t  *  Fort  Edward  March  22nd  1780. 

^  '  One  O'clock  in  ye  morning. 

^      D'r  Colo.,  By  this  I  wou'd  inform  that  their  has  this  moment 

!a  man  arrived  from  Skeensborough,  which  informs  that  the 
Garrison  at  that  place  (consisting  of  thirteen  of  the  militia)  was 
surprised  about  eleven  O'Clock  on  yesterday  by  a  number  of  the 
savages  &  that  to  his  appearance  they  were  pretty  numerous; 
which  way  they  will  push  from  their  is  uncertain  I  think  not 
improbable  this  Post  may  be  their  next  object;  and  their  is  but 


IP  five  men  to  defend  it,  desire  the  first  possible  assistance;   from 
"    your  humble  servant  John  Chipman,  Capt. 

P:  S:  The  man  that  escaped  belonged  to  the  Garrison  &  hap- 
pened to  be  upon  west  side  of  the  Creek  when  the  attack  was 
I,  made. 

r 

'.        Colo.  Van  Schaick. 
(Copy) 
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[No.  2753.] 

DEPREDATIONS  BETWEEN  THE  LINES. 

General  Howe  Sends  Forward  Three  Dangerous  Prisonen—Omt- 

nor  Clinton  Suggests  a  Remedy  for  the  Proiectian  of  Inhahitmk 

Who  Are  Ab^ised  by  the  Militia. 

Higlamls  March  11th  1788. 

D'r  Sir,  I  take  the  liberty  to  Trouble  yonr  ExcellenoT,  witfc 
the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  received  last  night,  from  the  oficer 
commanding  on  the  Lines;  the  Prisoners  mentioned  therein.  I 
have  sent  to  the  committee  of  conspiracy;  my  motive  in  this  ad- 
dress is,  that  you.  Sir,  may  have  information  of  the  conduct  of 
eome  of  the  Militia  below,  which  I  know  you  will  not  approTC, 
and  may  think  proper  to  correct.  With  the  greatest  Respect  * 
regard  I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  D'r  Sir,  Y'r  Excellency's  Molt 
Obedient  hum'e  Servant,  Robt.  llowc 

His  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton,  Esqr. 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Millen  to  General  Robert  Rowe. 

Phillips  Mannor  March  9th  ITSO. 
Sir,  I  send  three  prisoners  whom  I  suppose  are  great  Villian 
The  one  by  the  name  of  Geo.  Forrester,  says  he  came  from  Li 
ingston's  Mannor.   I  suppose  he  is  one  of  those  who  Bruke  Ja 
at  Poughkeepsie;  another  by  the  name  of  Isaac  Gidden  was  take 
at  Marrineck;    he  has  the  character  of  being  one  of  the  lo 
Thieve.    The  other  Wm.  Cypher,  has  been  with  tlie  Enemy  U 
it  months,  he  Deserted  the  militia  at  Fishkill  for  Fear  i 
bxnent  for  not  bearing  arms  in  an  alarm. 
militia  are  very  laborious  in  plundering  and  distreesiD 
labitants,  about  us,  especially  between  us  and  the  Enemi* 
liere  iA  acarcely  any  one  who  eecapes  their  notice. 
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A  Bcoat  of  mine  has  just  arrived,  by  whom  I  am  informed  that 
tley  fell  in  with  a  party  of  Militia  last  night,  at  Marrineck,  who 
rob'd  &  plundered  the  Inhabitants  indiscriminately,  which  con- 
duct is  so  infamous,  I  think  an  immediate  stop  ought  to  be  put 
to  it,  for  the  safety  of  those  Inhabitants  who  are  Friends  to  their 
country.    I  am.  Sir,  with  reepect  yr.  Hum'e  Ser't 

James  Mlllen,  Lt.  Oolo.,  Commandant. 
Ihj'r  Genl.  Howe. 


Governor  Clinton  to  General  Howe. 

Pokeepsie  24th  March  1780. 

Dear  Sir,  I  was  honored  with  your  Letters  of  the  14th*  &  ISthf 
Instant  the  Moment  before  I  set  out  from  Albany  for  this  Place. 
A  very  tedious  Passage  has  prevented  my  acknowledging  the  Re- 
ce^  of  them  sooner. 

The  Information  communicated  respecting  the  Enemy  appears 
to  me  to  be  too  well  founded  to  admit  of  a  Doubt  that  they  are 
preparing  for  some  capital  Enterprize.  The  Militia  of  that  Part 
of  the  State  which  from  its  contiguity  to  the  Posts  in  the  High- 
lands can  afford  immediate  Succor  are  under  Orders  to  hold  them- 
•elves  in  Constant  readiness  to  take  the  Field  on  the  Shortest 
Notice  &  shoud  their  Aid  be  wanted  you  rest  assured  that  every 
Possible  Exertion  will  be  made  to  bring  them  to  your  Assistance 
with  that  Dispatch  which  the  Emergency  may  require. 

The  Necessity  there  is  for  forwarding  the  Works  for  the  De- 
fence of  the  Posts  in  the  Highlands  wou'd  be  a  suflScient  Induce- 
ment to  furnish  you  with  the  Teams  which  are  necessary  for  that 
Service,  if  I  had  the  Authority  of  Law  to  do  it  in  the  manner 
yon  propose.    By  the  I>aws  of  the  State  for  regulating  Imx)resses 

•Not  found. 
18c«pi«a  ML 


554  Public  Papers  op  Oborge  Clinton. 

the  Aid  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  article  of  Teams  (except  oi 
extraordinary  Emergency  or  Movement  of  the  Army)  is  to  be  hai 
on  the  Application  of  the  QuV  M'r  Genl.  &c.  to  a  Justioe  of  tis 
Peace  who,  only,  is  authorized  to  grant  Impress  Warranty  for 
this  Purpose. 

Your  Letter  of  the  11th  Instant  I  found  at  my  House  on  my 
arival  here  The  Prisoners'  mentioned  in  it  are  not  yet  arrived, 
when  they  are  brought  up  they  shall  be  delivered  to  the  ordinary 
Civil  Magistrate  to  be  secured.  The  Law  for  The  Appointment 
of  Commissioners  of  Conspiracies  being  expired  &  that  Board 
of  course  disolved 

The  Wicked  Conduct  of  the  Militia  near  the  Lines  has  givei 
me  great  Anxiety  &  Troubl^.  This  Practice  is  directly  againit 
my  Orders  &  the  Tenor  of  my  Proclamation  issued  at  the  Reqneit 
of  the  Legislature  last  Fall.  I  have  attempted  every  Meaiuc 
which  I  conceived  woud  be  most  likely  to  put  a  stop  to  it  bat 
vrithout  effect.  From  the  particular  Situation  of  that  Part  rf 
the  State  Government  is  much  relaxed  in  it,  and  unless  the  Ift- 
dividuals  who  suffer  will  take  the  Pains  of  applying  to  the  Conrti 
of  Justioe  for  Redress,  it  will  be  imi>ossible  to  prevent  thoie 
Enormities.  In  that  Way  they  woud  not  only  be  compensated  for 
the  Injuries  they  sustain,  but  the  Persons  concerned  woud  mecC 
with  due  Punishment.     I  am  &c.  [U.  C] 

[To  Gen.  Robt.  Howe.] 


[No.  2754.] 

Application    of   the   HollamI   Familif   for   Xecessarics   of   Life  i« 

Xvw  York, 

Bethlehem,  March  7«  S4t!i  ITtt. 
Sir,  The  gracdaughters  of  the  late  Henry  HoUand,  Esq.  hare  Inform'd  mo  that  thtf 
bare  made  application  to  you.  Sir.  for  leave  to  get  out  some  articles  from  New  York. 
that  they  are  in  great  want  of.  and  that  your  Excellency  refus'd  to  grant  their  uq^Ml 
▲a  I  am  an  Executrix  in  Mr.  Holland  will,  and  the  care  of  these  orphans.  wUhovt  tM 
neaxis  oX  their  present  support,  devolved  on  me  alone.  In  my  adTanc*d  age.  I  hspt  1 
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be  excus'd  for  troubling  you,  Sir,  on  the  same  subject.  I  now  send  your  Bzcel- 
toncy,  for  your  perusal,  a  letter  and  a  memorandum  for  Messrs.  Robert  Watts  and  John 
Oothout,  Mr.  Holland's  Executors  with  myself,  I'm  purswaded  when  your  £«xcellency 
tally  conciders  the  situation  of  these  unfortunate  young  Ladyes,  and  the  great  incon- 
Tiencies  I  labour  under,  on  their  accounts,  you'll  have  no  objection  to  the  articles  con- 
tmind  in  the  memorandum,  I  am  the  more  confirm'd  in  my  expectation  as  my  request 
<I  conceive)  is  no  way  incompatible  with  the  publick  good  and  in  favor  of  innocent 
objects  who  are  really  very  great  sufferers.  I  am,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  Humble 
Serv^ant  F.  Holland. 

To  His  Elxcellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  2755.] 
Grievances  of  Half  a  Dozen  Teamsters. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton.  Esqr.  Govenor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Sir,  We  the  Subscribers.  Inhabitants  of  Beekmans  Precinct  In  Dutchess  County,  were 
on  the  16th  inst.  impress'd  by  a  warrant  from  James  Vanderburgh,  Esqr.  to  transport 
«  load  of  flour  from  Mr.  Carman's  Mill  to  Fish  Kill  to  be  deliv'd  to  Nath'el  Stevens, 
Ast.  Com.  Issues  at  that  post;  we  accordingly  did  on  the  17th  inst.  transport  each  of 
tis  a  load  to  said  post  and  when  we  call'd  on  said  Stevens  to  take  delivery,  he  with 
William  McBetts.  A.  D.  Q.  Q.  order'd  us  to  proceed  with  our  loads,  some  to  the  village 
4b  some  to  the  Camp  in  the  Highlands,  which  we  refus'd.  Informing  him  we  were 
Impress'd  by  the  Majestrate  to  bring  our  loads  to  that  post  and  we  should  go  no 
farther,  as  the  roads  were  excessive  bad.  the  snow  that  we  had  set  out  with  had 
already  left  us;  that  we  was  not  provided  with  either  forrage  or  provisions,  and  that 
It  was  an  unlawfull  demand  of  them  and  Impracticable  for  us  to  go  on;  they  still 
insisted  we  should  proceed  with  our  loads;  much  altercation  insued;  at  length  they 
call'd  on  the  waggon  master  to  furnish  them  with  a  number  of  drivers,  who  directly 
appear'd;  they,  the  said  Stevens  &  McBctts,  then  to\jd  us  if  we  wou'd  not  drive  qn  the 
drivers  were  come  that  should  take  our  teams  from  us  &  go  on  with  the  loads,  and 
call'd  on  us  to  come  &  sign  the  recipts  or  the  other  drivers  should  sign  them;  at  length 
rather  than  let  our  teams  which  w^ere  valuable  be  put  into  such  hands  as  appear'd 
prejudiced  against  us  and  go  in  such  exceeding  bad  roads,  we  concluded  we  had  better 
go  with  our  teams,  which  we  did  &  dellver'd  our  loads,  some  to  the  village  &  some  to 
the  Camp  in  the  Highlands,  which  we  were  oblig'd  to  do  with  no  other  support  than 
what  we  had  provided  to  go  to  Fish  Kill;  which  we  think  is  unreasonable  unlawfull  & 
oppressive;  we  know  not  when  order'd  out  by  the  Civil  Majestrate  to  do  a  tour  of  duty 
for  a  day,  when  it  will  end  If  the  law  of  the  state  Is  no  rule  for  the  Oommlssary  and 
■Quarter  Master;  we  Judge  it  will  greatly  impede  the  public  Service  If  such  oppressive 
Conduct  is  countenanced  in  the  Staff  department  of  the  army;  and  as  wo  conceive  our- 
aelves  Intituled  to  the  protection  &  support  of  the  Laws  of  the  state  &  think  ourselves 
unjustly  &  unlawfully  treated  by  said  Stevens  &  McBetts.  we  think  it  a  duty  we  owe 
ourselves  &  Contry  to  make  our  Complaint  to  your  Excellancy.  and  pray  you  will  do 
us  that  Justice  and  give  us  such  relief  In  premises  as  the  nature  of  the  case  requires. 
"We  are.  your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  Humble  Servants 

James  Cornwell,  Philip  Flegler.  Senior.  William  Humfrey.  Jun'r, 
Philip  Flegler.  Jun'r,  John  Acker,  Jun'r,  Henry  Cornell. 
Beekman's  Precinct  March  25th  1780. 


[No.  275G.] 

Colonel   WoodhuU   Writes   in  Regard   to  His   Sister's   Family   to 

Governor  Clinton, 

Dear  Govenor;  Sister  Mathews  has  introated  of  me  to  ac- 
quaint your  Excellency  of  the  niisserable  and  unhappy  State 
that  her  family  is  Redused  to,  in  Consequence  of  her  Hw%fe^\A 
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being  Confined  So  Long  from  Home;  the  Negroes teyesokli 

nngoyernable  and,  of  Conseqnencey  but  verj  Uttle  Lsb^sr  D 

and  no  Care  Taken.    They  have  Lost  a  Gonsiderahle  .Art 

their  Stock  this  winter,  only  for  the  want  of  Care;  th^tm 

is  a  gowing  to  Destruction  Head  Long  in  a  most  Bappid  mm 

and  of  Coarse  must  be  Bedaeed  to  a  very  miserable  Stats 

Short  Time,  if  Something  Does  not  Tarn  ap,  which  may  Pre? 

She  Humbly  Begs  your  Excellency  would  be  Pleased  to  n 

His  own  House  his  Prison,  on  Condition  of  his  giying  SnlBc 

Secority  for  his  good  Behavioar,  if  it  be  Consistent  with 

Powers  Intrusted  to  your  Excellency  by  the  good  People  of 

State,  and  will  work  no  Injury  to  them  were  he  Disposed  t< 

mischeaf  and  has  it  in  his  Power.   His  Confinement  at  Goshc 

Else  where,  unless  it  were  Close  would  be  more  Dangerous  t 

at  his  own  House,  for  There,  he  would  not  haTe  an  oppertn 

of  Seeing  Half  So  many  People;  if  it  might  be  Consistant 

your  Excellency  to  make  his  own  House  his  Prison,  it  woah 

Dowing  an  Infinite  Kindness  to  the  Helpless  family  and  wi 

much  ablige  your  moste  Obd.  &  Very  Humb.  Serv't 

Jesse  Woodhn 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  2757.] 
TO  PROTECT  THE  FBONTIER. 
Oinemor  Clinton  Reports  to  the  Delegates  in  Congress  That 
York  Hm  Made  Provision  for  Raising  800  Men. 

rokeepBie,  25th  Man*h  17! 

Gentlemen;    The  last  Ix^tter  1  had  the  Honor  of  adiirei 

vas  Dated  the  0th  Instant  &  forwarded  by  Post,     it  co\ 

er  to  the  President  of  equal  Date  on  the  Sabjeet  of  pi 
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&  subsisting  800  Men,  to  be  raised  in  this  State  for  the  Defence 
of  the  PYontiers.  Least  by  any  Accident  those  Dispatches  may 
aiot  hlcve  reached  you,  I  now  Inclose  you  Duplicates.  By  Letters 
I  this  Moment  received  from  Colo.  Van  Schaick  commanding  at 
Albany  &  from  Colo.  Clock  of  Tryon  County,  Copies  of  which 
I  Aow  have  the  Honor  of  inclosing  you,  you  will  receive  the 
disagreable  Intelligence  of  the  Enemy's  having  surprized  & 
taken  a  small  Detachment  of  the  Militia  stationed  at  Skeensbor- 
-ough  and  of  their  having  burnt  Capt.  Keyser's  House  ia  Tryon 
Coniity  &  made  him  w'th  his  two  Sons  &  two  other  Persons, 
Prisoners.  These  early  Incursions  of  the  Savages  instead  of 
<>Tertures  of  Pe^ce,  which  we  had  some  Reason  to  expect  from 
them;  have  as  you  will  readilly  conceive  filled  the  Minds  of  the 
Frontier  Inhabitants  with  the  most  dreadful  Apprehensions  & 
I  am  warranted  in  saying  that,  unless  some  more  effectual  Meas- 
ures are  immediately  taken  for  their  Protection,  than  what  can 
'he  derived  from  the  Militia  the  different  Settlements  which  are 
most  exposed,'Will  be  abandoned.  It  is,,  therefore,  of  the  utmost 
Importance  that  the  Sense  of  Congress  on  the  Subject  of  my 
last  Letter  shoud  be  obtained  &  forwarded  to  me  without  the 
least  Delay. 

The  Ivegislature  are  adjourned  untill  the  1st  of  June.  The 
only  Provision  made  by  them  for  the  Security  of  the  Frontiers, 
is  a  Law  authorizing  the  raising  the  above  Number  of  Men  by 
Drafts,  from  the  Militia,  when  assurances  shall  be  received  from 
Congress  that  they  will  pay  &  subsist  them,  &  shoud  Congress 
reject  this  Proposal  I  dread  the  Consequences,  unless  a  Detach- 
ment of  the  Continental  Army  shoud  be  ordered  for  this  Service 
>Sc'  I  trust,  when  it  is  duely  considered  how  much  the  public 
IntereAt  is  concerned  &  that  the  present  innabillity  of  the  State 
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to  provide  for  its  own  Security  arises  from  the  nncommon  Ex<> 
ertions  it  has  made  to  feed  the  Army  &  support  the  War,  •<► 
reasonable  a  Request  will  not  be  denied.  Yon  are  so  well  m- 
quainted  with  the  Strenghth  &  Situation,  &  I  may  add,  Conduct 
of  Colo.  Warner's  Regiment,  as  to  be  able  to  shew  Congre» 
that  they  add  little  or  nothing  to  our  safety,  shoud  they  be 
considered  as  a  Force  for  our  Protection.  I  have  the  Honor  to- 
'  be,  Gentlemen,  with  the  highest  Respect  &  Esteem  your  &c. 

[G.  C] 
The  hon'ble  the  Delegates  from  the  State  of  New  York  in  Con- 
gress. 


[No.  2758.] 
The  Indian  Raid  at  Skeenesharough. 

Albany,  25th  March  1780. 

Sir,  Lt.  Colonel  Van  Veghten  of  the  Saratoga  Regiment  by 
letter  Received  of  him  last  night,  Informs  me  that  he  was  on  hi§^ 
march  with  Part  of  the  Regiment;  near  Fort  Miller  an  Express 
he  had  sent  to  Fort  Edward  Returned,  brought  him  Intelligence 
that  an  Express  sent  from  Fort  Edward  to  Skeensborough  waf 
Returned,  &  Informed  that  Skeen's  House  &  Barn  &  one  other 
House  in  the  neighborhood  was  Burnt  by  the  Enemy,  an  Inhab 
itant  &  his  wife  killed  &  Scalped,  that  the  Detachment  of  militis 
at  Skeensborough  Consisted  only  of  13  men,  that  three  of  them 
made  their  Escape,  the  Rest,  Supposed  to  be  taken  &  Carried  off, 
that  the  Enemy  made  off  in  great  Haste,  I  have  ordenMl  a 
Court  of  Enquiry  to  Report  Immediately. 

Colonel  Yates  is  Returned  from  Canada:  he  says  he  has  been 
well  Treated  but  brought  no  Prisoners  in  Exchange;  he  saw  the 
Fnrtj  on  Lake  Champlain  that  have  been  at  Skeensborough; 
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they  Consisted  of  100  Indians  &  three  white  men,  Tbries  from 
Balls-Town  &  Tryon;  with  great  Regard,  I  Remain  your  Excel- 
lency's most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  2759.] 

Governor  Clinton  Informs  Colonel  Khck  That  the  Protection  of  the 
Frontier  Must  Depend  Upon  the  Militia. 

Poukeepsie,  26th  March  1780. 

Sir,  I  yesterday  Evening  received  your  Letter  of  the  17th  In- 
stant and  am  sensibly  affected  with  the  disagreable  Intelligence 
it  contains.  I  was  led  to  hope  that  the  Distresses  the  Savages 
were  reduced  to  last  year  by  our  Successfull  Campaign  against 
them,  might  have  induced  them  to  sue  for  Peace  &  our  Frontier 
Settlements  thereby  remain  in  a  State  of  tranquillity.  Their 
present  early  Incursions  warrant  a  different  Sentiment'  & 
leaves  us  to  apprehend  every  Misschief  they  are  capable 
of  committing.  The  Troops  intended  for  the  Frontier 
Service,  I  am  not  authorized  to  raise  untill  Congress  agree  to 
pay  &  subsist  them.  As  early  as  the  Law  passed,  I  wrote  in 
the  most  pressing  manner  to  Congress  on  the  Subject,  pointing 
out  the  necessity  of  their  immediate  Decision  &  have  since  trans- 
mitted them  a  Duplicate  of  my  Letter  with  the  Accounts  from 
Charlotte  &  your  County  to  hasten  their  Determination,  but  I 
have  not^yet  recehed  their  Answer. 

Until  these  Men  can  be  embodied,  I  need  not  tell  you,  Sir, 
that  the  only  resource  we  can  command  for  the  Protection  of  the 
Frontier  Settlements  is  from  the  Militia;  it  was  this  induced 
me  to  issue  my  Orders  to  you  of  the  10th  Instant,  lest  the  dif- 
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ferent  Posts  being  unguarded  might  enconrage  the  Enemy  t 

attempt  what  they  woud  not  otherwise  do.    I  highly  approf 

of  jour  Exertions  &  the  orders  you  have  given  for  Guards  at  tl 

different  Posts  &  Passes  mentioned  in  your  Letter.    I  hti 

wrote  to  Colo.  Van  Schaick  to  remove  any  Difficulty  that  ai 

arise  with  respect  to  Provission  at  the  different  Posts  or  € 

sudden  Emergencies.     I  am  very  sensible  the  Frontier  of  yoi 

County  is  too  extensive  to  be  guarded  by  its  own  Militia,  and 

have  wrote  to  General  Ten  Broeck  to  turn  his  Attention  tlw 

Way  &  furnish  you  such  Relief  as  may  be  in  his  Power.    1  hav 

been   under  the  Necessity  since  my  Arival   to  order  a  larg 

Detachment  of  Militia  to  the  Frontiers  of  West  Chester  Connf 

&  I  am  now  called  upon  for  Aid  from  every  other  Quarter. 

hope  these  Difficulties  will  soon  be  removed  by  my  being  ei 

abled  to  raise  the  Men  for  the  Frontier  Service  or  by  Aid  of  Coi 

tinental  Troops  which  I  have  requested  shoud  the  other  Fail  i 

of  which  you  may  rely  on  having  a  full  Proportion.     I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Klock.] 


[No.  2760.] 
Rochester  on  the  Ulster  Frontier  Prays  for  a  Ouard  and  the  Ooremo 

Replies  that  at   This  Juncture  Reliance  Must   be  Placed  on  ^ 

MUitia. 

Naponagh,  ye  13  March  1T80. 

Honoured  S'r,   The  Bearer  hereof,  will  Deliver  you  a  pctitio 
with  this  Letter,  which  petition  you'l  perceive  was  intended 
have  been  Sent  to  Albany  Directtni  to  your  Excellency  ^^^^ 
Honourable  Houses  of,  the  Senate  and  Assembly  but  Wt« 

med  that  the  Legislature  would  Soon  break  up,  theV^ti 

rid  perhaps  Oome  too  late  vra&  rio^-os^    ,  '  i 

•^naxned,  and  is  no^ 
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nitted  to  your  Excellencies  Consideration  alone.  And  we  Hum- 
bly Beg  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased,  if  possible,  to  furnish 
the  petitioners  with  a  SuflBcient  Guard  as  early  as  the  Snow  m 
jone;  if  not  Assisted  we  Dread  the  Consequence,  for  if  the  Enemy 
»me8  <m  our  Coasts,  they  will  Certainly  know  our  Defenceless 
xmdition^  and  in  that  Caae,  we  will  be  obliged  to  Move  our  fami- 
lies, which  will  be  of  bad  Consequences  to  our  selves,  respecting 
Dur  Livelihood  and  to  our  Neighbours,  as  they  will  then  become 
the  fronteers;  be  pleased  to  let  us  know  by  a  few  Lines  by  the 
bearer,  weather  we  may  Seasonably  Expect  a  Guard  and  Shall 
Erer  remain  your  Excellencies  Dutifull  and  Humble  Servants  to 
Command. 

Johannis  Bevier,  Jur.,  A.  D.  Witt,  John  DeWitt,  And's  Bevier, 
Tjerck  Dewitt,  Cornelius  Bevier,  Reuben  D.  Witt,  St^hen  De- 
Witt 


*T<»  his  Excellency  tieorge  Clinton  Eeqr.  Oovernour  of  the  State  of  New  York  Ac.  and 
th«  Honourable  Senate  and  Assembly  of  Said  State.  Your  petitioners  Humbly  Sheweth 
That  Kotwitbstanding  the  smiles  of  Providence  in  Making  our  Armes  Successful  to  the 
Westward  Last  Summer  and  by  that  Means  the  Enemy  have  been  Greatly  suppressed, 
Toar  Humble  petitioners  the  inhabitants  of  the  southwestermost  part  of  the  Township 
of  Rochester,  are  Apprehenaive  and  in  fear  (if  the  Enemy  do  not  sue  for  peace  and 
coDclnde  on  good  Terms  and  the  British  Troops  Continue  in  New  York)  we  will  be 
Exposed  Next  Spring  and  Summer  to  the  invasions  of  the  Savage  Enemy,  if  not  fur- 
Bialrad  with  a  Sufficient  Guard,  by  reason  of  the  Situation  of  nur  Neighbourhood,  being 
«■  Much  and  More  Exposed  as  any  part  of  the  fronteers,  the  Enemy  having  a  Con- 
vmient  passage  Down  the  Delaware  River  to  Showhaukan,  thenco  a  Convonlent  passage 
And  road  to  our  Neighbourhood,  and  they  Generally  first  invade  the  Weakest  part  of 
the  Country,  and  which  is  Most  Convenient  for  them,  it  is  probable  it  may  be  our  fate. 
Wiuiess  the  Destruction  they  Made  Last  Spring  in  killing  Tcu  persons  and  Burning 
Twenty  three  Houses  and  Barns  a  Grist  and  Saw  Mill  in  and  Near  our  Neighbourhood 
to  the  face  of  Coll.  Cortland's  Regiment,  and  if  providentially  that  Regiment  had  not 
been  here,  it  is  Most  probable  we  would  have  Shared  the  same  fate  with  the  Sufferers. 
And  as  your  petitioners  have  Suffered  Much  these  Two  years  past  by  frequent  alarms 
ted  invasions.  Notwithstanding  the  protection  our  Legislature  Afforded  us.  have  been 
Pnrented  in  a  Great  Measure  in  Tilling  and  Cultivating  our  Land.  So  that  we  have 
Scarcely  been  able  to  Support  our  Families.  Notwithstanding  all  our  Difficulties  we 
hare  not  been  favoured  in  Drafts  and  Taxes  which  is  no  Small  addition  to  the  Mis- 
time of  the  Situation  of  our  Residence  on  the  frunteers  in  this  Criticle  Juncture, 
Therefore,  your  petitioners  do  Humbly  Pray  your  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  Houses 
^  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  will  be  pleased  to  Grant  us  in  the  Spring  Seasonable  a 

*8ee  pace  49L 
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SufflcieiTt  Guard   So  that  we  may  be   Enabled  to  proaecute   with   SotaM  Safety,  oar   I 
Domestick  Buslnesa  and  your  petltlonera  Shall  Ever  Pray. 
Rochester  ye  14  February  1780. 

John  Brodhead,  Peter  Cantine,  A.  D  Witt,  Comeliua  Newkerk,  Banjamln  Kevlurkp 
Jesse  Bevler.  Stephen  DeWltt.  William  DeWitt.  Benjamin  Roaa.  Jacob  Kewkerk,  G«rtt 
Newkerk.  Wm.  Brodhead.  John  DeWitt,  A.  D  Witt,  And'a  BcTier,  Johannls  Berier.  Jv^ 
Benjamin  Bevier.  Jacob  Bevler,  Lewis  Bevier,  John  Vanwagenen,  Nathen  Vemoy. 
Depue,  Terek  DeWitt,  Cornelius  Vemooy,  Joshua  Tomaon,  John  Hallcii, 
Hornbek,  Danniel  Macamble,  Banjamln  Bmyn,  John  Kittle,  Comeliua  Berier, 
Vernooy,  George  Mack. 


GOVERNOR  Clinton's  reply.  I 

Poughkeepsie  March  26th  17S0. 

Gentlemen,  Your  Letter  of  the  13th  Inst,  with  the  Petition 
accompany'g  it  did  not  reach  me  till  my  arrival  from  Albany  od 
Thursday  last  or  I  should  have  given  you  an  earlier  answer. 

The  Legislature  passed  a  Law  at  their  last  meet'g,  for  the  em- 
body'g  800  men  for  the  frontier  Service  but  I  am  not  authorized 
to  direct  the  raising  of  them  until  I  receive  an  answer  from  Con- 
gress that  they  will  pay  &  subsist  them.    As  soon  as  the  Law 
passed  I  wrote  to  Congress  on  the  Subject  &  pressed  them  for  an 
immediate  answer.    I  have  since  transmitted  to  them  duplioau** 
of  my  Letter,  but  have  not  yet  rec'd  their  determination  on  the 
Subject.    The  only  present  Resource,  therefore,  we  have  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  is  the  militia.    I  have  written  to  Colo. 
Cantine  to  confer  with  Cols.  Snyder,  Jansen  &  Newkerk  ol  the 
State  of  the  frontiers  of  your  County  &  to  order  out  such  Detach- 
ments from  their  Regim'ts  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  protec- 
tion untill  I  shall  be  enabled  to  relieve  them  by  the  Troops  in- 
tended for  that  Service  of  which  30U  may  rely  on  having  a  due 
Proportion.    It  was  to  be  hoped  that  the  Distresses  to  which  the 
Savages  were  reduced  by  our  Operations  ag't  them  last  Campaign 
iroald  induce  them  to  have  sued  for  Peace,  &  that  our  Frontiers 
woald  have  remained  in  a  State  of  Tranquillity^  but  I  am  just  now 
informed  that  two  Parties  have  lately  appeared  on  our  Frontiers^ 
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Bie  one  at  Sneider's  Bufih  in  the  upper  Part  of  Tryon  County^ 
Inhere  they  burnt  Oapt.  Keyser's  House  Captured  himself,  his 
two  Sons  &  two  other  Persons  &  killed  one  Man;  the  other  sur- 
prized &  took  a  Guard  of  12  Men  at  Skeensburgh  in  Charlotte 
County;  these  Incursions  warrant  a  different  Sentiment  &  tho 
there  is  every  Reason  to  believe  both  those  Parties  came  from  the 
Northward,  it  ought  nevertheless  to  put  us  on  our  Guard  as  to 
«mr  western  settlements.  The  Militia  pursued  the  Party  in  Tryon 
Ooonty  but  were  oblidged  to  desist,  for  want  of  Snow  Shoes 
irliieh  the  Enemy  had.  I  have  only  to  add  that  you  may  rest 
assured  of  my  utmost  Exertions  for  your  Safety  &  that  I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Johannis  Bevier  &  others.] 


[No.  2761.] 
Col(m€l  Allison  Favors  Mrs.  HammelVs  Desire  to  Go  to  New  York. 

Graves  End  26th  March  1780. 

Sir,  I  Embrace  the  oppertunity  by  Mr.  Glean  to  Informe  your 
Excellency,  that  a  certain  Briant  Hammell  from  Orange  County, 
waited  on  me  at  my  Quarters  soon  after  my  Return  to  this  place, 
and  among  other  matters  informed  me,  that  he  was  in  the  Indian 
Department,  and  that  there  was  a  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  Eesideing  in  New  York,  from  whome  he  could  Furnish  me 
with  a  list  of  the  Prisoners  names  Taken  on  the  Dilewar  in  July 
Last,  an  information  your  Excellency  must  know  I  have  much  at 
Heart  and  have  been  flattered  with  the  Expectation,  untill  this 
Day  when  he  Informed  me  that  the  said  superintendent  had 
■erched  his  papers  CairfuUy  but  in  vain. 

Said  Hammell  at  the  same  time  intimated  to  me,  his  Desire  of 
ik  wife  and  Children  coming  into  New  York,  and  wisli'd  \o  ^\i^^ 
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wheither  I  thonght  there  was  a  probability  of  succeeding,  which  I 

answered  in  the  afiSrmative,  founding  my  opinion  on  somdhing 

(if  I  Recollect  Right)  that  fell  from  your  Excellency  in  Oonftmt 

tion,  when  last  at  Poughkepsey.    Said  Hammel-  has  wrote  hSi 

wife  on  that  head,  and  beg'd  me  to  write  to  yonr  Excellency  pffyer 

to  hir  applycation.    When  I  in  Turn,  promised  him  I  woald,  bit 

knowing  nothing  perticular  of  his  family,  can  only  with  subnif- 

sion  say,  I  cannot  see  any  Inconveniance  arrising  from  Permit- 

ing  women  in  that  situation  going  to  their  Husbands,  and  shoold 

your  Excellency  view  it  in  the  same  point  of  light,  I  doubt  notOB 

proper  applycation  hir  Request  will  be  granted.    I  have  the  Hot- 

nour  to  be,  with  due  Respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obed't 

Humble  Serv't 

Wm.  AlliBon. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  2762.] 

Washington  Selects  Commissary  Stations  in  This  St^ite, 

Head  Qrs.  Morris  Town,  March  2Cth  1780. 
(Circular.) 

Your  Excellc^ncv  will  have  received  I  presume  before  thi?.  a 
Transcrijjt  of  an  act  of  Congre*4S*  of  the  25th  of  last  month,  rail- 
ing on  tlHf  several  states  for  si)ecitic  quantities  of  provision,  Rom 
4S:  Forag(*  for  Ww  army,  and  directing  thf*  articles  of  sujiplies  to 
Im*  colliM'tcd  and  dcjiosited  at  ^lu-h  places  in  each  of  the  States, 
as  shonkl  be  judged  convenient  by  me.      In  the  oarse  of  a  de- 
f(»nsivc  war  like*  m\v^.  which  d(»pends  almost  wholly  on  the  niove- 
UKMits  and  operations  of  the  Enemy  it  is  difficult  if  not  irapracti- 
^o  fix  on  plac<*8  of  (N'posit  for  stores,  which  may  not  be 
improper  by  subsequent  events  &  all  we  can  do  npoD 
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•Qch  occasions  is,  to  collect  them  where  it .  shall  appear  f roiui 
a  comparative  view  of  circumstances,  that  they  will  be  probaWy 
seeuce.and  mo^t  likely  to  facilitate  the  pnrpiw^s  intended.  I 
have  considered  the  point  with  respect  to  the  supplies  required! 
of  your  State,  and  I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency,  thqt 
it  appears  to  me,  they  should  be  deposited  at  the  following  places^ 
and  in  the  proportions  set  against  them  respectively.  Viz. 


Barrels  Flour 

Tons  Hay 

Bnshells  ot 
Com 

Vort  Schnyler, 

Albany, 

ClaTerack, 

Fifth  Kill  Landing. 

W*»t  Point. 

Fish  Km  &  Fish  Kill  Landing, 

1.000 
4.0UO 
l.OM) 
2.0U0 
fi.9«9 

SO 
100 

100 
250 

l.OOO- 
6,000 

S.OOO- 

ao.ouo 

18.969 

500 

so.ooo 

As  to  the  Beef,  the  time  and  place  of  delivery  &  the  proportion 
from  time  to  time  must  of  necessity  be  governed  by  the  occa- 
sion! requisitions  of  the  Commissar^'  General.  I  have  the  Honor 
to  be  with  the  highest  respect  &  esd:eem  y'r  Excellency's  most 
Obed't  S't  Go.  Washington. 

His  ExcelPy  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2763.] 

Cfovemor  Clinton  Issues  Orders  to  Officers  for  the  Assembling  of 

Militia  Detachments  to  Protect  the  Frontier. 

Poughkeepsie,  March  26th  1780. 
Gentlemen,  It  is  unnecessary  to  mention  to  you  that  the  only 
measures  taken  by  the  Legislature  at  their  last  meet'g  for  the 
Defence  of  the  frontiers,  w^as  the  passing  an  act  for  raising  800 
men  for  the  Purpose,  on  Condition  Congress  would  engage  to 
Pay  &  Subsist  them.  As  soon  as  the  law  passed  I  wrote  to. 
Congress  on  the  Subject  &  pressed  for' an  immediate  determina- 
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tion  &  I  have  siDce  transmitted  them  Duplicates  of  my  Letter;  b«t 
hare  not  yet  been  favored  w'th  their  answer,  &  it  is  to  be  feanl 
thar.  the  Hoj^es  which  they  were  led  to  entertain  that  the  8it. 
ages  would  in  consequence  of  our  snccessfal  Operations  ag'tthen 
last  year,  sue  for  Peace,  may  have  delayed  their  Determinatioi. 
I  am  soiTy  to  inform  you  that  I  have  jast  now  received  Accoimti 
of  two  Parties  of  Savages  appearing  on  onr  frontiers;  the  ow  | 
surprised  .V  took  a  small  Guard  of  militia  at  Skeeuboio'  &  the 
oiht-r  Bui  lit  Capt.  Keyser\s  Ilouse  on  the  frontiers  of  Tryon  & 
made  him  with  h:s  two  ^^i»us  &  two  others  Prisoners  &  kilMone 
man:  tbvy  wt-re  pursuinl  some  distance  by  the  militia,  but  for 
want  of  Snow  Shot's  wvw  not  i»vt'rtaken,  and  altlio*  it  appcurt 
that  both  thesePaities  came  from  theXorthward.yet  it  discovert 
that  onr  western  Froutit-rs  may  tho'  with  great  difficulty  also  lie 
exposed  to  their  Incursions,  which  ought  to  put  us  on  ourGaari 
I  have,  therefore,  to  ret^uest  that  you  will  meet  with  Cols.  Jandos 
&  Nt-wkiL-rk  Jc  oonf^T  with  them  on  this  Subject  &  fix  on  the  num- 
ber of  men  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  Protection  of  tbe 
frontier  Settlements  of  your  County  and  the  quota  each  R^^- 
ought  to  fiiiuish  ftT  this  Service  a?^  also  of  the  Disj^osition  to 
[be]  made  of  them  so  as  best  to  answir  the  end.  and  thereupon 
agri-abli^  to  ihe  result  of  your  Confert-noe  to  order  out  under 
proper  officers,  without  wailing  my.  further  Directions,  the  num- 
ber of  men  agreed  upnin.  for  which  Purpose  you  &  the  Command'^ 
Officers  of  the  other  Kegts.  of  your  County  will  consWer  thi* 
Letter  as  a  suffieii-nt  Ordt*r.    I  am  api>reht'nsive  that  m  conduct- 
ing this  Business.  Difficulties  will  arise  with  ResiH:-ct  t«  P^^^^ 

4ions  for  the  Men  whieh  I  wish  1  know  how  t.^  ,.«.       .    v.Miite 

*^   lo  prevent.    *^ 

ble  we  have  neither  C4»mmissarios  or  xt .        .         .  •«  i\i 

^^r  Magazines  S:  \^  ^ 

tion  it  appears  to  mr.th.*  only  altt^rnative  is.for  thelW^*^ 
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ments  to  be  relieved  at  short  Periods  and  find  their  own  Provis- 
«ions,  for  which  they  must  be  allowed  the  full  Value  at  the 
Time  of  Payment,  unless  some  Person  can  be  found  who  will 
undertake  to  provide  for  them,  in  which  Case  I  will  order  a  Sum 
for  the  Purpose  from  the  Treasury.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  I 
«hall  be  happy  how  soon  this  Business  may  be  executed  &  in  the 
Receipt  of  your  Report  of  what  you  may  have  done  in  conse- 
quence hereof  &  that  I  am  with  great  Regard  your  most  Obed. 
Serv't  Geo.  Clinton. 

Oolos.  Snyder  &  Cantine. 

A  similar  Letter  (of  equal  Date)  was  written  &  sent  (by  Mr. 
Denton)  to  Colos.  Hathorn  &  Woodhull  to  confer  with  the  com- 
ntand'g  Officer  of  Goshen  Regt. 

P.  S.  Similar  Orders  are  sent  to  Ulster,  Tryon,  Albany  & 
Charlotte  &  a  considerable  detachment  is  ordered  from  the 
militia  of  Westchester  for  the  Protection  of  their  Frontiers. 


[No.  2764.] 
Captain  Chipman  to  Colonel  Van  Schaick.       This  document 
belongs  to  and  has  been  consolidated  with  Document  2767,  page 
669. — State  Historian. 


[No.  2765.] 

Governor  Clinton  Informs  Colonel  Tan  Schaick  That  the  Protection 

of  the  Frontier  Must  Rest  Upon  the  Militi<i, 

Pokeepsie  27th  March  1780. 

Sir,  I  have  been  favoured  with  your  Letters  of^the  21st  &  23d 

Instant  with  their  respective  Inclosures  &  am  extroamly  unhappy 

at  the  Disagreable  Intelligence  they  contain.    I  was  led  to  Hope 

that  the  Distresses  which  the  Savages  experienced  by  our  Op- 
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peratione  ag't  them  last  year  might  have  indaced  them  to  i 

for  Peace  or  at  lest  that  tbe  Sea«on  woud  hare  been  a  protect 

to  our  Frontier  Settlements  untill  we  were  better  able  to  re 

their  Incursions.    I  am  not   yet   enabled   by  an  Answer  ft 

Ckmgress  to  embody  the  men  designed  for  the.  Frontier  Sen 

tho  I  wrote  them  early  on  that  Subject  &  have  since  pep« 

my  Application  acciHiipanied  with  the  account  transmitted 

you. 

Untill  I  shall  be  favoured  with  their  Answer,  the  Defenc 

the  Frontier  Settlements  must  depend  on  the  Exertions  of 

Militia  &  I  have,  therefore,  wrote  to  Genl.  Ten  Brueck* 

Colo.  Clockt  in  addition  to  my  orders  to  them  of  the  lOtl 

stant,  to  furnish  proper  Detachments  for  this  Service. 

close  the  Letters  to  those  Gentlemen  unsealed  for  your  pei 

which    when   you    read   you    will    please    to   seal    &    for' 

&  I  rely  on  your  ready  Advice  &  Assistance  in  every  Mej 

that  may  be  conducive  to  the  Safety  of  the  Country  &  I  »*]i 

that  when  the  Militia  are  called  out  they  will   meet   wit 

Difficultv  on  acc't  of  Provission.    I  am  Sir  &c. 

[G.  i 
To  Colo.  Van  Schaick. 


[No.  2766.] 
The  Mathacs  Fa  mil  u  in  a  Bad  Way, 

Goshez.  'larrn  Mb 
Dvar  Goxcrr.v^r.  Tho  Kiir*r  Mrs.  Mj^thevs  is  Extr*«ii:e  Desiroui  to  gvt  h*-r  H 
kome  as  Er<rj  ifc'.ng  i*  a  |^■'i=f:  to  r>**::\:.::ion  and  the  ServenU  haTe  pet  lo 
tlMr  Till  do  Loiti:'.s  b-t  ^ttJki  thty  ri'.a?€;  if  ::  lis  Consisted  with  your  luty  a: 
tp  Pnnnlc  i:  wli:  <cra:  ">  OM.iiCx  t^.^  r>.<:r-«*.  >'xn:rr-€ly  acl  I  Dxrc  s:-  a-  ».:: 
ttUjf  AcknovU^e  ib*  Sacio.     I  am  with  Kosp^ct  your  Exc«*ilency  sicate  ob^d  •: 

X    Capt.    lUlli<w5   is  m.r.i-.g   '.o   p.ve   acy    S«;iriiT   for   his    Pcafib  •;    ai- 

ItBry  G«orc«  Clictcz. 
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[Nos.  2767  (2764),  2768.] 
General  Ten  Broeck  Sends  Reinforcements  to  Fort  Edward. 

Albany  March  29th  1780. 
Sir,  I  inclose  you  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Oapt.  Chipmaii  to 
Colonel  Van  Schaick  and  I  am  directed  by  the  Hon^ble  Brigadier 
General  Ten  Broeck,  to  inform  his  Excellency,  that  in  Conse- 
quence thereof  he  had  ordered  four  Regiments  out'  of  His 
Brigade  laying  to  the  Northward  of  this  Place  to  march  with 
€ix  Days  Provisions  to  Fort  Edward. 

The  inclosed  Letter  arrived^  yesterday  about  Seven  O'Clock 
A,  M.  and  the  General  sent  off  his  Orders  immediately;  and  in 
the  Afternoon  about  Four  O'Clock  Colonel  Van  Schaick  received 
the  following  Verbal  Account  by  a  Man  from  the  Northward: 
That  he  had  observed  from  Mount  Independence  to  the  Nuniber 
of  about  one  hundred  and  Fifty  of  the  Enemy  on  the  Lake  and 
that  they  had  several  Sleds  with  them.  Colonel  Van  Schaick 
iirforms  me  that,  when  he  asked  him  if  it  could  not  have  been 
€ollo.  Yates  and  his  party  who  arrived  in  this  Town  last  Satur- 
'day,  he  could  make  no  possitive  Answer.  The  General  will  Trans- 
mit every  farther  Account  he  shall  receive.  The  General's  Re- 
spects to  his  Excellency   and    Family.    I    am,  Sir,  your  most 

Obedient  humble  Serv't 

Jer'h  Lansingh,  Major  Brigade. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


Captain  Chipman  to  Colonejl  Van  Schaick. 

Saratoga  March  26th  1780. 
Sir,  I  left  Fort  Edward  this  afternoon  to  come  to  this  place, 
was  overtaken  with  Intelligence  in  a  Letter  a  Copy  of  which  I 
transmit  you. 
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GraiiTil  March  26th  1780. 

I  have  this  Moment  received  Express  from  Major  Allen  Mh»  j 
was  at  Putmans  Creek,  That  three  hundred  of  the  Enemj  «et  ; 
out  for  Fort  Edward  yesterday  with  Twewty  Sleds.  This  from  ' 
yours  in  great  haste  Silas  Childs,  Capt      I 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  Fort  Edward. 

I  have  sent  to  Colonel  Van  Vechten  to  hasten  on  his  Men  at 

quick  as  may  be.     I  intend  to  return  as  fast  as  possible.    If  the 

Militia  come  on  seasonable  I  hope  to  give  you  a  good  Account  of 

them  in  my  next.     I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Respect 

John  Chipman,  Capt.* 
Colo.  Van  Schaick  Albany. 

[Copy.] 


Colonel  John  McCrea  Reixforces  Captain  Chipman's  Skele- 
ton Guard  at  Fort  Edwakd. 

Summer  Kill  2<>ih  March  17S0. 
Sir,  This  Day  I  went  up  to  Fort  Edward  to  hear  and  see  what 
Situation  we  wt*re  in  with  respect  to  the  present  Alarm  which 
was  the  Reason  of  calling  so  many  Men  into  our  defenceless 
Frontier  part  of  the  Country.     Its  true  this  present  Alarm  has 
l>roved  groundle!*s,  but  when  the  true  Situation  of  our  Affairs 
are  taken  into  Consideration  they  become  an  Object  of  the  most 
serious  Attention.     From  every  piece  of  Information  we  appre- 
hend we  have  every  Reason  to  expect  the  Enemy  daily,  1  m\^^^ 
have  said  hourly.      Among  us  the  People  are  spirited   tree  aJ^^ 
chearfully  willing  to  use  every  Exertion  in  tbeir  power  iot\V^^ 
own  Defense  &  that   of  the    Frontier   Country,  V^^^    I^W'^y^?^' 
•^  paid  to  them  in  their  vor\\o\»  aud  exp4^^   "^^"^^^ 
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by  those  from  whom  they  once  thought  at  least  they  might  have 
placed  more  confidence,  has  induced  the  Inhabitants  to  come  to 
a  serious  and  mature  Determination  (and  that  is)  to  abandon 
their  Habitations  unless  that  some  speedy  and  immediate  Relief 
can  be  obtained.  The  Stores  lodged  at  Fort  Edwai-d  are  under 
the  care  of  Capt.  Chipman;  he  has  himself  and  three  Soldiers  to 
hold  and  Guai'd  that  important  Post  &  no  more.  He  has  this 
Day  applied  to  me  and  Colonel  Van  Woert  for  a  Detachment  of 
Men  to  support  him,  to  which  I  readily  conceded,  in  Conjunction 
with  the  Field  Officers  of  my  Regiment^  but  found  the  People 
very  reluctant,  belonging  to  Cambridge  Regiment,  assigning  for 
a  Reason  they  were  ordered  to  Garrison  the  Post  at  Skeens- 
borough  in  Conjunction  with  Schatecoke  Regiment  (be  this  as  it 
may)  I  can't  say  but  one  Thing  I  durst  mention  (and*  that  is)  the 
People  are  very  unhappy  and  look  upon  Themselves  as  totally 
neglected.  1  hope  there  will  be  some  immediate  &  effectual 
Remedy  devised  and  pointed  out  to  satisfy  the  present  alarming 
Apprehensions  and  Fears  of  the  Northern  Country,  otherwise  it 
seems  the  general  Voice  of  the  People  will  make  use  of  such 
Means  as  they  conceive  will  most  effectually  secure  their  own 
safety.  This  is  a  true  Relation  of  Facts  which  I  am  desired  by 
the  Inhabitants  of  Saratoga  Destrict,  as  well  as  my  incumbent 
Duty  to  transmit  your  Excellency  for  your  serious  Consideration. 
I  shall  order  a  small  Detachment  to  Capt.  Chipman's  Relief  untill 
I  can  hear  what  is  to  be  done.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  Serv't  John  McCrea. 

General  Ten  Broeck. 
.[Copy?] 
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[No.  2769.] 
Important  Financial  Proposition  of  CongrtSB. 

Poughkeepeie,  March  29tli  itSfc." 

Dear  Sir,  Previous  to  the  Rec't  of  your  Letter  of  the  2M, 
"written  at  the  foot  of  Mr.  Yates's,  I  had  rec'd  the  disagreeable  In- 
telligence of  the  Incursion  of  the  Enemy  at  Skeensboro*  &  l^fiw 
County.  You  are  sensible,  Sir,  that  the  only  Relief  I  can  at  prei- 
€nt  possibly  afford,  must  be  from  the  militia  &  I  have,  therefore, 
directed  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  &  the  militia  officers  of  Tryon  to  order 
out  such  Proportion  of  their  militia  as  they  may  conceive  necei- 
esLvy  (until  sonM?  other  Protection  can  be  afforded  them)  to  prt* 
vent  any  farther  Depredations,  &  I  have  also  given  similar  orden 
to  the  militia  of  Ulster  &  Orange  respect'g  their  Fi-ontiere,  *  I 
have  been  under  the  Necessity  of  ordering  out  considerable  De- 
tachm'ts  for  the*  I'rotection  of  \Yest  Chester.  How  these  are  to 
be  fed  God  only  knows.  I  have  not  yet  received  any  answer  from 
Congress  on  the*  Snhjeet  of  the  Troops  to  be  raised  for  the  De- 
fence of  the  rVniitiere,  altho'  I  wrote  to  them  as  soon  a.*^  the  act 
passed,  &  have  sinre  transmitted  a  Duplicate  of  my  lA^tter  with 
aec'ts  of  the  Incursions  of  the  Enemy  to  the  northw'd  &  west- 
ward to  hast<»n  their  Determinatitm. 

I  have  just  now  rec'd  some  Important  Dispatches  from  Con- 
gress on  the  Subject  i»f  Finance,*  to  be  laid  before  the  Legisla- 

*Th(-iie  I'nited  States  having  be«n  driven  into  this  just  and  necessary  war.  at  the  tko* 

when  no  regular  civil  govprnments  were  established,  of  sufficient  energy  to  enforos  th« 

collection  of  taxe«.  or  to  provide  funds  for  the  redemption  of  such   bills  of  credit  s# 

their  nacessitles  obliged  them  to  issue;  and  before  the  powers  of  Ekirop«  were  safl' 

Hr  convlnood  of  the  Justice  of  their  cause,  or  of  the  probable  event  of  the  coO' 

Y.  to  afford  them  aid  or  credit,  in  consequence  of  which,  their  bills  incrcaslos  iB 

hejond  the  sum  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  a  circulating:  medium,  and  waat- 

•  same  time,  specific  funds  to  rest  on  for  their  redemption,  they  hava  seas 

'  sink  in  value,  notwithstanding  every  effort  that  has  been  made  to  sappoft 

iMomuch  that  they  are  now  passed,  by  common  con^nt.  In  most  parta  oC 

Ai  SUtM.  at  leaat  39-40ths  below  their  nominal  value,  and  atlU  remaia  ia  a 

«MUUon.  whereby  the  community  suCTers  great  injuatlco,  tha  public  ! 

i»  and  the  necessary  dispositions  for  the  defence  of  tha  country  ai 


Public  Papers  of  GborCe  Clinton.  673: 

ture  with  a  request  to  convene  them  for  the  Purpose  if  adjourned^ 
&  as  the  Plan  now  adopted  makes  so  essential  a  Change  in  the 
whole  System  of  Money  Matters  I  fear  I  shall  be  oblidged  to  call 
you  together  at  a  much  earlier  Day  than  that  to  which  you  stand 
adjourned.  I  feel  much  at  a  loes  to  determine  on  the  Place.  I 
am  &c.  [G.  C] 

Mrs.  Clinton  joias  in  Complim'nts  to  your  good  Fainiilly. 
Ab'm  Yates,  Jun'r,  Esq. 

impeded  and  perplexed;  and  whereas,  effectually  to  remedy  these  ev^ils.  for  which  pur- 
pose the  United  States  are  now  become  competent,  their  independency  being  well  as- 
sured, their  civil  governments  established  and  vigorous,  and  the  spirit  of  their  citizens 
ardent  for  exertion,  it  is  necessary  speedily  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  the  paper  medium 
in  circulation,  and  to  establish  and  appropriate  funds  that  shall  ensure  the  punctual 
redemption  of  the  bills;  therefore, 

Resolvtd,  That  the  several  states  continue  to  bring  into  the  continental  treasury,  by 
tsxes  or  otherwise,  their  full  quotas  of  15,000.000  dollars  monthly,  as  assigned  them  by 
the  resolution  of  the  7th  of  October,  1779;  a  clause  in  the  resolution  of  the  23d  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  for  relinquiBhing  two-thirds  of  the  said  quotas,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  that  the  states  be  further  called  on  to  make  provision  for  continuing  to 
bring  into  the  said  treasury  their  like  quotas  monthly,  to  the  month  of  April,  1781, 
inclastre:  that  silver  and  gold  be  receivable  in  payment  of  the  said  quotas,  at  the  rata- 
of  one  Spanish  milled  dollar  in  lieu  of  40  dollars  of  the  bills  now  in  circulation. 

That  the  said  bills,  as  paid  in,  except  for  the  months  of  January  and  February  past, 
vhich  may  be  necessary  for  the  discharge  of  past  contracts,  be  not  re-issued,  but 
destroyed. 

That  as  fast  as  the  said  bills  shall  be  brought  in  to  be  destroyed,  and  funds  shall  be 
Mtablished,  as  hereafter  mentioned,  for  other  bills,  other  bills  be  issued,  not  to  exceed, 
on  any  account,  one-twentieth  part  of  the  nominal  sum  of  the  bills  brought  in  to  be 
deitroyed. 

That  the  bills  which  shall  be  issued,  be  redeemable  in  specie,  within  six  years  after 
tbe  present,  and  bear  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  to  be  paid 
also  in  specie  at  the  redemption  of  the  bills,  or.  at  the  election  of  the  holder,  annually, 
•t  the  respective  continental  loan-offices,  in  sterling  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  the 
I'nitcd  States  on  their  commissioners  in  Ehirope,  at  48.  6d.  sterling  per  dollar. 

That  the  said  new  bills  issue  on  the  funds  of  individual  states,  for  that  purpose  estab- 
lished, and  be  signed  by  persona  appointed  by  them,  and  that  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  be  also  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  said  bills,  in  case  any  state  on  whose 
Quills  they  shall  be  emitted,  should,  by  the  events  of  war.  be  rendered  incapable  to 
redeem  them;  which  undertaking  of  the  United  States,  .and  that  of  drawing  bills  of 
^change,  for  payment  of  interest  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  endorsed  on  the  bills  to  be 
emitted,  and  signed  by  a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  Congress  for  that  purpose. 
That  the  face  of  the  bills  to  be  emitted  read  as  follows,  viz: 

The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid  Spanish  milled  dollars,  by  the  81st 

day  of  December.  1786,  with  interest,  in  like  money,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per 

anoam,  by  the  state  of  ,  according  to  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  state, 

of  the  —  day  of  .  1780. 

And  the  endorsement  shall  be  as  follows,  viz: 

The  United  States  ensure  the  payment  of  the  within  bill,  and  will  draw  bills  of 
achange  for  the  interest  annually,  if  demanded,  according  to  a  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  18th  day  of  March.  1780. 

That  the  said  new  bills  shall  be  struck  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury. 
In  due  proportion  for  each  state,  according  to  their  said  monthly  quotas,  and  lodged* 
hi  the  continental  loan-offices  in  the  respective  states,  where  the  commissioner  to  be 
■ppchitcd  by  Congress,  in  conjunction  with  such  persons  as  the  re&poetX^^  i^JsXna  v^<- 
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[No.  2770.] 
John  Smiih  AmUtious  to  Rank  uHth  QentUmen  of  the  Same  Rciik 

Fort  Herkimer  March  3(Hh  1780 

May  it  please  your  Excellence!  I  make  bold  to  acquaint  yoo, 
that  agreeable  to  your  Orders,  I  have  kept  Garrison  at  Fort 
Herkimer  with  15  Men,  and  Myself,  and  as  tire  time  is  just  expird 
that  your  Excellency  appointed  Vizt:  the  first  of  April,  I  shall 
strive  to  keep  the  men,  or  as  many  of  them  as  I  can  get  to  stay, 
till  the  middle  of  April  at  least,  or  till  otherwise  order  d  by  your 
Excellence. 

Your  Excellence  was  pleased  to  promise  me  a  Commission.  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  denied  me,  as  it  will  enable  me  to  Rank  with 
Gentlemen  of  the  same  Rank. 


point,  shall  attend  the  ilgning  of  the  aaid  bills;  which  shall  be  completed  no  futtr 
than  in  the  aforesaid  proportion  of  one  to  twenty  of  the  other  bills  brought  in  to  It 
destroyed,  and  which  shall  be  lodged  for  that  purpose  in  the  said  loan-ofBces. 

That  as  the  said  new  bills  are  signed  and  completed,  the  states  respectirelr.  0° 
whose  funds  they  issue,  receive  six-tenths  of  them,  and  that  the  remainder  be  subject 
to  the  orders  of  the  United  States,  and  credited  to  the  states  on  whose  funds  they  art 
issued,  the  accounts  whereof  shall  be  adjusted  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  ftb 
of  October,  1779. 

That  the  said  new  bills  be  receivable  in  payment  of  the  said  monthly  quotai,  tt 
the  same  rate  as  aforesaid  of  specie;  the  interest  thereon  to  be  computed  to  tb« 
respective  states,  to  the  day  the  payment  becomes  due. 

That  the  respective  states  be  charged  with  such  parts  of  the  interest  on  thHr  »)d 
bills,  as  shall  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  in  bills  of  exchange:  and  the  sccouou 
-thereof  shall  be  adjusted  agreeably  to  the  resolution  aforesaid,  of  the  6th  of  October. 
1779. 

That  whenever  interest  on  the  bills  to  be  emitted  shall  be  paid  prior  to  their  redemp- 
tion, such  bills  shall  be  thereupon  exchanged  for  others  of  the  like  tenor,  to  beir  iit* 
from  the  expiration  of  the  3;ear  for  which  such  interest  is  paid. 

That  the  several  states  be  called  on  to  provide  funds  for  their  quotas  of  the  ttid 
new  bills,  to  be  so  productive  as  to  sink  or  redeem  one  sixth  part  of  them  annuall7> 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

That  nothing  in  the  foregoing  resolution  shall  be  construed  to  ascertain  the  pro- 
portions of  the  expense  incurred  by  the  war.  which  each  state  on  a  final  sdjnstmeet 
■ought  to  be  charged  with,  or  to  exclude  the  clnlms  of  any  state  to  have  the  prlcei  it 
Which  different  states  have  furnished  supplies  for  the  army  hereafter  taken  into  con- 
sideration and  equitably  adjusted. 

That  the  foregoing  resolutions,  with  a  letter  from  the  president,  be  dispatched  to 
the  executive  of  the  several  states,  and  that  th<  y  be  requested  to  call  their  assembliAi 
U  not  already  convened,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  take  them  into  immediate  coDSlders* 
ilon,  to  establish  ample  and  certain  funds  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  aoi 
to  take  every  other  measure  necessary  to  carry  the  same  into  full  and  fifoi««tf 
affect,  and  that  they  transmit  their  acts  for  that  purpose  to  Congress  without  dfUy." 
VSwrmMf  of  OmgrfM. 
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I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  your  Excellencies,  Most  Obedient, 
Eumble  Servant,  John  Smith. 

:To  G.  C] 

[No.  2771.] 

Estima4e  of  Rations  for  New  York  Troops  Serving  in  the  Line. 

An  Estimate  of  Bations  of  Rum  &c.  to  be  issued  Monthly  to 
the  Troops  of  the  State  of  New  York,  serving  in  the  Continental 
Anny,  agreeable  to  an  Act  passed  by  the  Legislature,  March  11th 
1780. 


Rum 

Tea 

Tobacco 

lI*Jor  General 

1  BrigMller  I>o 

S  Colonels  ft  Lt.  Colonels 

S  Majors 

SChaplAlnt 

1  Sorxeons  ft  Mates 

US  Oommlssloned  Officers 

MOO  Mon-commlssloned  Officers  ft  Privates 

OMls 

4 
3 
16 

4 
12 

lbs. 
6 
4 

24 
15 
6 
24 
485 
18U0 

lbs. 

2 

1 

3 

86 
225 

OS. 

8 
6 

4 
8 

4 

lbs. 
1800 

Total 

1107% 

2314 

267 

14 

1800 

N.  B.  The  above  Supplies  for  three  Months,  will  at  least  weigh 
twenty  two  Tons,  the  cartage  of  which,  at  twelve  Dollars  p  Ton, 
p  Mile,  (the  lowest  price  at  present)  will  amount  to  Fifty  two 
Thousand  Eight  hundred  Dollars,  the  distance  computed  at  200 
Miles.  Jno.  Wiley. 


[No.  2772.] 

iitty  Ten  Eyck  Requests  John  Taylor  to  Intercede  in  Her  Desire  to 
Procure  a  Pass  to  New  York, 

Halfe  Moon,  April  Ithe* 

Sir,  An  unsourmountoble  Necessity  of  Inquiring  Into  some  Affairs  relative  to  my 
'Mljer's  EsUte.  Calls  me  to  New  York;  the  Difficulty  of  obtaining  Permission,  has 
^  t  long  Ume  retarded  me;  however,  that  Difficulty  ceases,  by  a  Letter  from  Mr. 
^esh,  I  learn  that  Mr.   Wm.   Smith,    will  wait  on   me  as   soon   as   I  arrive  at  the 

The  year  is  not  written  on  this  document.— Statd  Historian. 
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British  lines,  with  a  Permit  for  me  to  enter  the  City.  I  shall,  therefore,  esteem  H  m  i 
peculiar  obligation,  your  chargins  yourselfe  with  the  Trouble  of  solicUnK  Ui  Ii- 
celliccy,  Govenor  Clinton,  for  a  passport  for  me  to  go;  doubtless  yon  will  msf,  vkift 
Is  this  urgent  Business,  that  Calls  you  their,  its  such  as  this;  at  the  time  of  vf 
Father's  Death  I  gave  all  the  Books  belonging  to  his  E^itate  to  Mr.  Mer9€yl:is  sh»  44 
the  Business  for  me,  while  I  was  at  Col.  Hays  at  Fish  Kill;  he  went  to  New  Ted 
without  my  kuowlc-dge.  and  I  cannot  recover  any  thing  for  my  support.  1  am  9ai 
pain'd  on  the  occasion;  my  feelings  will  not  Permit  me  to  be  Beholdiag  to  btniigBC 
my  Purse  has  not  been  like  the  Widow's  Cruise.  I  bellTo  you  are  acquainted  vitk  til 
freequcnt  attempts  that  I  have  made  to  get  in  the  City;  my  Peneverence  has  bets  tkm 
Necessity.  I  doubt  not  if  you  would  be  so  oblidging  as  to  make  his  ■xetDfScr 
acquainted  with  my  Situation,  but  that  that  Godaess  of  Heart  which  Is  tncflBptt 
with  him  will  indulge  in  leting  me  go.  I  hear  that  Mr.  Bloodgod  is  a  goiog.  I  ikin  l» 
In  Town  as  scon  as  Possible;  after  my  best  Compliments  to  Mr«.  Taylor  I  rcBSli  «tt 
Tender  Esteem,   yours  Kitty  Tai  IrtL 

Mr.  John  Taylor. 


[No.  2773.] 

NERVOl'SNESS  ALONG  THE  FRONTIEK. 
Oovernor  Clinton  Orders  Out  Detachments  from  Four  Regiments  (^ 
Militia  to  Quiet  the  Apprehensions  of  the  People. 

May  it  pkasc  your  Excellency;  That  at  a  meeting  of  the  principal  InbsbiunU  d 
the  Western  part  of  Orange.  &  Ulster  Counties  Present,  Solomon  C\iukecdoll  til 
BenJ'm  Depuy,  Esqrs;  Major  John  Decker.  Capt'n  Cuddeback.  Capt'n  of  the  pMopcck 
Comp'y,  Lieut.  Vantlle  and  others.  Resolved,  That  your  E^xcellency  bo  Immcdisflf 
acquainted,  that  the  Indian  Enemy  have  begun  to  make  Inroads  thus  early  o&  tlw 
Back  of  our  Settlements;  That  this  Day,  is  Come  in  from  Lacawaugh  one  Kimball  i 

man  of  yirsn  ity.  and  Declares  unto  Capt'n  Chambers,  and  to  Kortwrlght.  BW' 

a  Magistrate  within  the  Jersey  Line,  our  neighbours;  that  the  eve  of  the  31  Clt.  to 
saw  near  a  house  or  butt,  in  said  Lacawaugh.  some  Indians,  supposfs  tbfui  to  te 
seven  in  numbtr,  who  fired  after  a  Comrade  of  bis  at  that  time  some  Distance  froa 
said  Kimball,  nnd  that  he  said  Kimball,  in  his  escape  heard  flreing.  and  Whoopiof. 
and  hastciiod  in  to  obtain  assistance  to  pursue,  which  was  granted,  and  is  cow  for- 
warding  by  Capt'n  Chambers. 

The  Inhabitants  of  this  District  from  their  cxpos'd  Situation  on  this  (now)  Froiu* 
Line,  are  fllld  with  the  most  fearfull  apprehensions  of  the  possibility  the  memy  bis 
to  Come  on  th  ni  vlth  ease;  and  the  Probability,  from  the  Divers,  Ul-dispnf  d  i*r»«* 
now  with  the  enemy,  from  this  vicinity;  that  our  almost  ruined  Situation,  ard  «"* 
cumstsnc4'  as  wtMl  as  tjome  of  our  neighbours  on  same  Line,  who  has  not  yet  toV.  W.^^ 
of  their  SavaKP  C'ru«'»ty,  Should  suffer  a  final   Loss,   both  of  Personp  and  proi'erty.  *• 

dtsire    your    KxrolI«ncy    to   grant    us   a    Guard,    on    this    Line,    both    in    No •»* 

Station   a.s  to  you  may  appear  proper;   the  Bearer  can   inform   you  of  the  Fort*.  tb«* 
Distanci*  at-.d  tii«.>  oiK-n  avenues  that  are  most  expos'd. 

We  Concoiv'd  it  to  bo  our  duty  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  these  Ijnportart  Fi"'** 
of  our  appi«  li(-n*-U)ns  itv..  In  time,  as  the  want  of  a  Guard  here,  will  obiidce  ui  *^ 
Leave  open  this  part,  and  from  nature's  first  Law.  fly  into  some  Ir.t»  rjor  part  of  th« 
Country,   DlsaKii  abl*?  and  ruinous  ns  the  alternative  may  be. 

We  Devnt'dly  L«avo  our  Case  and  Request  with  your  Excellency,  eccourag'd  wit* 
hopes  that  >our  ifm.  ly  Care,  may  be  so  adapted  to  our  wants,  that  we  may  ever  Rets** 
the  Sontlnn  i.t.«;  >m  now  do,  of  your  desire  to  Save  and  Succour  all  In  your  j-owcr  f*'' 
the  good  of  t.he  Whole. 

Wc  desirr-  to  In?  a'cpptcd.  as  we  feel  our  selves  Disposed,  your  Exieilen'-y*  mo* 
Obeid't  and  v«  ry  Humble  Servants: 

Sign'd  In   IW'lialf  and  at  the   Roqm'st  of  the  wiiole,  per  order 

Solomon    Cauktndoll.    KKq.,    DcnJ'm    Depuy,    EUq..    Abram   Cuddeback.    Capt'a.   JobJ 

^Qtile.  Uiut. 
rtl  1st  17S»«. 
HIa  Ehicellency   <reorge   Clinton   Esqr. 
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Governor  Clinton's  Reply: 

Pokeepsie  April  4th  1780. 
Gtent.,  I  have  received  jour  Representation  of  the  exposed  Sit- 
uation of  the  frontier  Settlem'ts  &  the  information  of  Kimball. 
In  consequence  of  Intelligence  I  received  some  Days  ago  of  the 
appearance  of  some  hostile  Savages  on  the  Frontiers  of  Tryon  & 
apprehensive  that  your  frontiers  might  be  also  subject  to  eurprise, 
I  issued  my  Orders  on  the  26th  Ulto.  to  the  command'g  officers 
of  the  militia  of  Ulster  &  Orange  to  confer  together,  &  immedi- 
ately to  order  out  such  phoportion  of  their  respective  Regim'ts  as 
they  should  conceive  necessary,  for  the  Protection  of  the  frontier 
settlements,  until  some  more  i)ermanent  force  can  be  obtained  & 
to  station  them  at  such  Passes  as  they  should  deem  most  proper 
for  that  Purpose.  I  have  now  repeated  my  Orders  to  them  &  re- 
quested that  they  be  carried  into  execution  without  one  moment's 
delay.  Be  assured.  Gentlemen,  that  no  Exertion  on  my  part  shall 
be  want'g  to  give  you  that  Protection  which  your  exposed  Situ- 
ation may  from  Time  to  Time  require. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Solomon  Caukendoll  and  others.] 


Governor  Clinton  Repeats  His  Orders  to  Militia  Colonels. 

Poughkeepsie  April  4th  1780. 
(Sent.,  I  have  just  now  rec'd  a  representation  from  the  In- 
habits in  the  neighborhood  of  Minisink  (by  express),  signed  by 
Solomon  Cockendall,  Benj.  DuPuy,  Ab'm  Ouddeback  &  Jno.  Van- 
Tile,  an  Extract  of  which  cont'g  the  Information  by  them  rec'd 
is  enclosed^  from  which  it  appears  that  they  are  under  the  most 
ftorful  apprehensions,  from   their  exposed  Situation,  that  the 
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cessaries  of  life,  which  we  hope,  your  Excellency  will  take  into 
^nsideration,  and  point  out  some  way  for  their  support.  There 
a  number  of  Disaffected  Persons  at  Harpersfield,  Corthrlght's 
atent  and  the  Deleware,  whom  we  Suspect  of  having  Harboured 
Dd  Supported  the  Enemy,  and  did  not  Inform  us  till  Six  days 
fter  the  Party  was  Killed  &  Taken  altho  they  Remained  amongst 
^m  three  Days  Making  Canoes.  We  hope  your  Excellency  will 
aform  us  what  Steps  we  shou'd  take  Concerning  those  Persons. 
Te  have  the  Honour  to  subscribe  ourselves  Your  Excellencies 
[ofit  Obedient  Humble  Servants 

Peter  Vroman,  Coll.,  Pieter  Ziele,  L:  Col.,  Thomas  Eckesen, 
IP.  Major,  WilPm  Wills,  Lt.  Col.,  Johannis  H.  Becker,  Jacob 
eger,  Capt.,  Geo.  Eichtmeyer,  Capt.,  Storm  Becker^  Capt. 
10  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


A  List  of  those  Persons  Taken  &  Killed  by  Jos:  Brandt  and  18 
hers.  Killed:  Major  Thomas  Handry,  Lieut.  James  Handry, 
lUiam  Stephens. 

Taken  Prisoners:  Oapt'n  Alexander  Harper,  Lieut.  John 
mdiy,  Preegift  Patchin,  Isaac  Patchin,  William  Lam  &  son, 
irid  Brown  &  three  sons,  Izra  Harp,  Wm.  Trumbell  a  Conti- 
fttal  Soldier  in  Colonel  Van  Schaick's  Regt. 


Delaware,  8th  of  April  1780. 
ly  Dear,  by  this  you  may  know  that  I  am  Prisoner:  and  I  am 
J  glad  that  l  am  fallen  into  their  hands  that  has  me,  seeing 
tit  is  my  lotffto  be  taken  Prisoner,  (to  Witt,  Capt.  Brant  and 
at  JofaxuBon;)  who  used  mc,  and  all  them  that  is  ta^eii  sAoti^ 
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with  me  exceeding  well,  and  as  for  them  that  was  kili'd    ^ 
no  accounting  for  it:  And  as  for  Stephen's  being  kiil'd  at 
Kliott's,  I  wou'd  not  have  you  look  the  worse  on  him,for  it, 
has  suffered  a  great  deal  of  loss^  and  has  very  near,  sbearc 
same  fate;  And  I  wou'd  not  have  you  to  revenge  it  nppn  the 
at  all,  for  I  think  the[y]  new  nothing  of  the  party;  And  I 
that  you  will  spare  no  pains  nor  Cost,  but  apply  immediate  to 
(Governor,  for  an  immediate  Exchange,  for  I  have  been  taU 
to  Capt.  Brant  about  an  Exchange  who  says  it  can  easily  be 
1ain*d,  and  that  it  is  the  fait  of  the  Country  and  noneof  tbcirt 
it  is  not.     And  .is  for  my  advice  to  you,  I  cannot  give  any; } 
niUHt  try  to  do  the  best  you  can.     I  will  ad  no  more;  enly  re» 
your  loving  Husband;  likewise  give  my  love  to  all  my  Frieni 
to  Father  X:  mother.     You  must  shew  this  immediately  to 
i  'onuindlng  oftlcer.  Alexander  Uarpe: 

(A  ropy) 

\.  It,     Tht»  abovi*  letter  was  wrote  by  one  of  those  Pisaffet 
PiPunnH  in  llarpors  FiHd  in  Presenci*  of  Brant.     Peter  Vrw 


I^No.  2775.] 

tif'iutii  tx\*^*t't  N.H.v  tiH  the  Subject  of  the  Arreamges  of  Pfl 
^'  uonel  Pniclinffs  Regiment. 

Highlands  M  of  April  llJ 

\h,\\    >iv,    I    i\,.>     :i>!    Niuhi    llonor'd   by   your   Ext*elltM 

**  \our  of  \\\v  ;U>i  \  .\      1  kuiiw  of  no  Circumstance  of  Se 

lilitaios^  ;Ka'.n>i   stuuliui:   the  two  Persons  you  mei 

Iht*  Ki)riu>  s  l.'.nrs.  t  \.  r  pi  the  Removal  of  Poor's  Bri| 

Ihe  luoiuruf  of  ^ominiT  doivn  from  Danbury  to  this  F 
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irhicli  the  Situation  of  Affairs  makes  necessary,  &  of  which  for 
some  particular  Reasons  I  would  not  wish  the  Enemy  to  be  in- 
formed. I  should,  therefore,  be  glad  they  might  be  sent  by  such 
ft  Boute,  as  to  have  them  if  possible  ignorant  of  that  Operation. 
This  also  holds  good  as  to  Mr.  Cummins,  tho'  as  his  Removal 
m  to  be  by  Water,  the  unfinished  State  of  Verplank's  &  Stony 
Points,  which  he  can  not  but  observe  as  he  passes,  &  will  prob- 
ibly  report,  it  a  Reason  for  detaining  him  a  little  While,  that 
loes  not  operate  as  to  the  others,  &  prevails  upon  me  to  hope 
that  some  plausible  Pretext  may  be  found,  to  detain  him  until 
tLose  Works  are  finished  Or  if  this  cannot  be  done,  it  would  I 
think  be  best  to  give  Orders  that  he  passes  those  Works  in  the 
NTight  Time,  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  his  obtaining  any 
knowledge  which  may  be  injurious  to  us,  &  all  Spy  Glasses 
ihould  be  forbidden  to  be  carried  in  the  Vessel. 

In  Respect  to  Col.  Pawling's  Afl'air,  it  is  to  be  wished  that  the 
Dsual  modes  in  such  Cases  could  have  been  pursued,  but  the 
CJircumstances  your  Excellency  mentions  rendering  it  impos- 
sible, it  would  be  hard  if  some  method  cannot  be  fallen  on,  to 
settle  this  matter  satisfactorily  to  so  respectable  an  Officer  as 
Col.  Pawling,  &  in  Behalf  of  a  Corps  w^hich  are  acknowledged 
to  be  so  useful  &  your  Excellency  may  depend  upon  every  Thing 
in  my  Power  to  effect  in  which  with  Propriety  I  can  do. 

If  the  Appearance  of  Matters  here  will  permit  me,  I  think  to 

^8it  you  at  Poughkepsie  in  a  Day  or  two,  as  I  wish  much  to  con- 

^r  with  you  upon  several  Subjects.     I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Wth  the  greatest  Respect,  &  Regard  Dear  Sir  your  Excellency's 

tiost  obedient  &  very  Humble  Servant 

-*   .   .  Robert  Howe. 

lis  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  2776.] 

Oovemor  Clinton  Honors  General  Howe^a  Requisition  far  iheSiftt 

of  Alarm. 

Highlands,  3d  of  April  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Intelligence  received  gives  Room  to  think  tint 

this  Post  is  an  Object  with  the  Enemy,  virhich  is  among  some  of 

the  Reasons  for  my  removing  Poor's  Brigade.    As  it  may  be 

come  necessary  to  alarm  the  Country,  to  call  in  the  Militia,  I 

should  be  obliged  to  your  Excellency  to  give  me  a  Detail  of  the 

Signals  of  Alarm  agreed  upon,  that  no  Mistake  may  happen, 

which  please  to  do  without  Delay  by  this  Express,  as  no  Detail 

has  been  left  me.    I  am.  Dear  Sir,  with  Regard  &  Respect  toot 

Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant 

Robert  Howe. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


D'r  SY,  I  am  hon'd  w'th  yo'r  favors  of  this  Day.  I  now  enclose 
you  the  Signals  for  alarm'g  &  calFg  in  of  the  militia,  together 
with  a  Copy  of  my  Orders  to  the  Militia,  &  I  have  only  to  o}^ 
serve  that  I  have  not  been  informed  that  Signal  Guns  werefVf^ 
placed  on  Mullender's  Hill  wliirli  was  a  p't  of  the  original  Pan 
or  East  of  this  IMace.  Small  Guards  were,  during  the  Course 
of  last  Cami»aign,  stationed  at  the  different  Bacons  and  at  the 
Alarm  Gun  at  this  Place;  whether  those  at  the  Bacons  ariMon- 
tinned  I  know  not;  the  Guard  at  this  Place  was  furnisht-il  !»▼ 
Colo.  Pawlin^'s  Kejrt.  &  was  dismissed  when  that  Corps  quit 
the  Service.  I  do  not  conceive  that  there  is  at  present  auj 
absolute  noc(*s.sity  of  forwardinj^  the  two  Prisoners  at  this  Pla«*^ 
immediately,  &  it  may  be  some  Time  yet  before  Cummins  ii 
n*ady  to  go  down  to  New  York;  but  shoud  it  become  necti^ssar; 
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you  may  rely  that  every  Precaution  you  mention  will  be  taken 

to  prevent  their  obtaining  a  Knowledge  of  any  Matter  that  can 

be  useful  to  the  Enemy.    I  am  made  hapy  in  the  Hopes  you  give 

me  of  the  Pleasure  of  a  vissit  &  am  with  the  highest  Regard  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Robert  Howe.] 


[No.  2777.] 
Colonel  Fisher  to  Colonel  Van  Schaick.    This  document  be- 
longs to  and  has  been  consolidated  with  Document  2781,  page 
585. — State  Historian. 


[No.  2778.] 

Rev.  S(pml,  Pravoost  Applies  for  Pemvisswn  for  His  Wife  to  Yisit 
Netc  York  for  Her  Health. 

Sir;  I  am  induced  by  the  very  low  state  of  Mrs.  Provoost's  health  and  her  repeated 
BolicitatioDs  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  a  request  I  should  not  otherwise  have 
thought  of. 

Instead  of  receiving  any  benefit  from  the  remedies  she  has  tried  here,  she  is  daily 
irrowing  worse,  and  thinks  her  only  chance  of  recovery  would  arise  from  the  change 
of  air,  medecines,  and  other  necessaries  she  might  procure  in  the  City  of  New  York; 
If  she  is  happy  enough  to  obtain  your  Excellency's  permission  for  this  purpose,  she 
Intends  to  accompany  Mr.  Cummings  or  any  other  flag  which  may  go  to  that  city 
this  summer  and  to  return  if  possible  by  the  same  sloop  she  goes  in. 

If  I  thought  any  inconvenience  could  result  to  the  publick  from  this  favour  being 
granted  her,  I  should  be  very  far  from  making  the  present  application,  but  of  this. 
Sir,  you  are  the  best  Judge,  and  I  am  convinced  she  will  acquiesce  with  pleasure  in 
your  determination.  If  you  think  it  improper  at  this  Conjuncture  to  comply  with  her 
desire,  her  principal  concern  will  be.  the  having  Imposed  the  disagreeable  task  of 
Kfusing  her  upon  a  person  of  your  Excellency's  Humanity.  I  am  with  utmost  respect 
your  Excellency's  most  obliged  and  very  Humble  Servant 

Saml.  ProvoosL 
Ifanor  of  Livingston  April  3d  17S0. 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  2771).] 
New  Jerseifs  Pension  Provisions. 

Morris  Town  3(1  April  1780. 
Sir,     I  have  the  llonour  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the 
II  of  March. 
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The  Provision  which  our  Legislature  has  made  for  the  widovt' 
&  Children  of  such  officers  &  Soldiers  as  die  in  the  8ernce,ii- 
to  allow  the  widows  half  par  daring  their  widowhood,  ft  m 
case  they  remarrr  before  their  children  arrive  to  the  age  of  d^ 
years,  the  half  pay  goes  to  the  Children  or  Child  under  that 
age.  As  for  allo^nng  half  pay  to  the  officers  during  life,  ov 
Ai?sembly  seems  utterly  averse  to  it. 

An  act  for  compleating  the  Quota  of  our  Troops,  I  do  mywlf 
the  honour  to  inclose  you,  &  am  with  great  Respect  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  humble  S'r  Wil:  Livingston. 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


[Xo.  2780.] 

Congress  Bestotcs  Continental  Pay  and  Rations  on  Xew  York's  QwU 
for  the  Defence  of  the  State. 

In  Congress  April  4tb  ITSO. 

Resolved,  That  Governor  Clinton  be  informed  Congress  aj^ 

prove  the  raisin*;  a  body  of  eight  hundred  militia  for  the  defence? 

of  that  State  &  that  tbey  be  entitled  to  receive  continental  paj" 

and  rations  and  be  employed  under  the  direction  of  the  <odi- 

mand**r  in  chief  of  the  continental  army  for  that  purpose. 

Kxtrart  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson,  Serv/ 


[No.  2781.] 
.1/1  Indian  Scouthnj  Party  That  Otrrshot  the  ^fark. 

Albany  April  4th  17^1 
^ir,  I  have  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Ex- 
icies  favor  of  the  27th  X'ltimo.     I  shall  give  every  possible? 

UrasbUiKton  to  Clinton,   page  612. 
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Iryise  &  assietaiice  in  my  power  to  the  militia  when  called  out 
I:  flervice- 

.  Jnclose  you  Copy  of  a  Letter  containing  an  agreeable  account 
f  what  lately  happened  in  Tryon  County. 

1  am,  with  perfect    Esteem,  your    Excelleuicies  most    Obed't 
Imnble  servant  '  G.  V.  Schaick. 

Is  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


Colonel  Fisher  to  Colonel  Van  Schaick.  . 

Caughnawaga,  3rd  April  1780. 

Sir,  On  Tuesday  night  last  the  Blockhouse  near  Sacondaga  was 

rttacked  by  a  scouting  party  of  Indians  to  the  number  of  seven, 

•B  near  as  could  be  ascertained  who  endeavour'd  to  set  it  on  fire 

iatwo  different  places,  which  they  had  nearly  effected,  had  not 

it  been  for  the  activity  of  one  brave  man,  named  Solomon  Wood- 

"torth,  who  (altho  alone)  Sallied  out,  and  extinguished  the  fire; 

,4  whilst  he  was  doing  that,  five  shots  was  fired  at  him  one,  of 

which  by  Glancing  off  one  of  the  Logs  touched  him  slightly;  on 

kis  returning  in  the  House,  he  then  took  his  Gun,  &  .fired  at 

them,  one  of  which  he  wounded  through  the  thigh;  on  which 

they  fled  &  took  the  wounded  Indian  with  them.     The  reason 

of  the  Blockhouse  being  without  men  at  that  time,  was  through 

the  neglect  of  one  of  the  Militia  Officers,  which  I  have  already 

taken  notice  off,  in  a  particular  manner. 

I  immediately  sent  out  a  party  after  them,  who  returned  with- 
out success,  for  w^ant  of  Snow-shoes.    Then  seven  Volunteers 
turned  out  on  Thursday  last,  &  came  up  with  them  on  Saturday 
tbout  twelve  O'clock;  five  Indians  fired  on  my  men  (the  other, 
two  was  out  hunting)  and  the  whole  missed,  upon  wMeli  \\ie%^ 
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brave  men  rushed  up,  &  fired  on  the  Indians  with  Bnck-flM 

&  wounded  every  one  of  them;  took  &  killed  the  whole  of  thei%i 

&  brought  in  their  Packs,  &  Guns,  without  receiving  the  lent 

hurt;  I  have  just  received  this  late  intelligence  by  Expreasfro* 

Coll.  Veeder  who  commands  at  the  Blockhouse  with  sixty  met 

out  of  my  Begt. 

As  I  have  borrowed  a  Quantity  of  Bum,  for  the  use  of  my  nci 

on  Duty,  you  will  please  order  me  up  some  for  to  repay  it  &  for 

their  further  supply,  as  they  are  constantly  out  Scouting,  which 

article  is  very  necessary  for  them;  as    also    Amunition,  beiug 

midling  Scarce  thereof.    Your  Commands  at  any  time  shall  bf 

punctually  obeyed  by,  Sh*,  your  most  humble  serv't 

F.  Fisher. 

P.  S.    On  Rec't  of  your  fav'r  of  the  27th  March  last  I  ordere 
the  whole  of  my  Regt.  on  Duty  for  four  days. 
Colo.  G.  V'n  Schaick. 
(Copy) 


[No.  2782.] 

Mr.  Leonurd  Tan  Buren-s  Application  for  Permission  to  Rvccivf 
Chest  of  Clothing  and  a  Cane  fram  Neic  York, 

Albany  4th  April  17S<» 

Sir,  Mr.  Ab'm  Bloodgood  is  of  Oppinion,  that  he  can  prev 

on  Mr.  Commons  to  have  my  things  sent  out  of  N.  York  by  1 

return  of  the  flag;  will  your  Exclency  please  to  grant  a  p 

mission  to  Mr.  Bloodgood  to  have  my  Chest  Clothing  and  a  d 

I  have  at  N.  York  brought  out  your  Exeleney  will  much  Obli 

your  Hble.  Serv't  Leon'd  V.  Buren. 

His  Excelenoy  George  Clinton  Esqr. 

^FMnted  April  28.  ITSO 
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[No.  2783.] 

Jolonel  Klock  Fears  the  People  WiU  Aha/ndon  Their  Homes  if  Proper 
Protection  is  Not  Cfiven  Them. 

Palatine  Tryon  County  Aprill  4th  1780. 

Sir,  As  our  melitia  is  much  wanting  their  money  for  their  ser- 
rices  they  have  done,  I  send  the  Bearor  George  Ecker,  with  the 
Pay  Rolls  of  my  Regement,  and  hoping  your  Excellency  will  be 
gind  anove  to  Instruct  Mr.  Ecker  how  he  should  kit  the  money. 

Since  my  last  to  you,  we  have  been  most  Constend  in  alarm 

here;   a   Party   of  the   Enemy   has   been   Bracked   Near   Fort 

Schuyler.    I  klpt  out  Scouts  and  Could  not  discover  them  as  yet, 

it  comes  very  hart  upon  our  moletia  here,  I  have  Posted  part  of 

the  melitia  in  seven  defirend  posts  on  the  Fronteers,  and  if  we 

do  not  Cit  assistance  soon,  I  am  afrait  the  Greatest  part  of  the 

People  will  moove  away;  therefore,  I  hope  you  would  grant  us 

assistence  as  soon  as  Posseble  you  can,  and  Remain,  Sir,  your 

most  obetiant  Humble  Serv't, 

Jacob  Klock. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  6429.] 

Mr.    Nathaniel   Stevens   Succeeds    Mr.   Fitch    as    Superintendent 
Commissary  of  Issues. 

♦Philad^a  4th  April  1780. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  28th  March  recommend- 

[ng  Mr.  Nathaniel  Stevens,  to  Succeed  Mr.  Fitch,  and  have  with 

freat  pleasure,  as  far  as  in  my  power  at  present  Complied  with 

:t,  by  Sending  Mr.  Stevens    an    appointment,  as    Superintend't 

Oommissary  of  Issues,  in  Mr.  Fiteh*s  district  in  his  absence.    The 

^From  Volume  XXIV.  Clinton  MSS. 


588  Public  Papers  of  Oborge  Clinton. 

Board  of  War  think  it  improper  for  me  to  fully  accept  1 
Fitch's  resignation  untill  his  accounts  be  settled.  Mr.  Ftt 
will  no  doubt  earnestly  set  about  that  business,  and  Mr.  Stew 
will  do  the  duty  and  probably  succeed  Mr.  Fitch  as  Soon  u\ 
accounts  are  Closed. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  the  Conduct  of  both  meets  yoor  t 
probation,  and  hope  the  future  attention  of  Mr.  StCTCM  to  I 
duty  in  the  present  Time  of  pinching  Scarcity,  will  prove  th 
he  is  deserving  such  weighty  recommendations  as  GoTenn 
Clinton  &  you  have  given  him.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  l>« 
General,  Your  Mo.  Obied't  Serv't 

Chas.  Stewart,  CommV  Gen.  Issu*^. 
The  Hon'ble  Major  Genl.  Ilowe. 


[Xo.  2784.] 

Washington  Warns  Clinton  of  the  yecessity  for  Prompt  Assemhl 
of  the  Militia  Should  the  Enemy  Threaten  the  Highland;*. 

Head  Quarters  Morris  Town,  5th  April  17^<i 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  lately  been  concerting  measures  with  Onvi-r 

Livingston,  for  the  arrangement  and  disi>osition  of  ibt-  mil 

of  this  State,  in  case  the  enemy,  thinking  to  take  advaniape 

the  reduction  of  our  numbers  by  the  expiration  of  the  times 

service  of  our  troops,  and  from  other  causes,  should  move 

against  us.    Should  surh  an  event  take  place,  I  would  wish  t 

the  commanding  oftieers  of  the  militia  of  the  County  of  (i^rang* 

your  State,  had  orders  to  assemble  at  Clarks  Town  and  Kake 

to  wateh  the  niotitais  t»f  the  Ennny's  Kight,  and  tt)  give  them 

»ssible  annoyanee.    1  niakt-  no  dnubt  but  Gi»neral  H(»WiL'  has 

idy  conciTted  a  plan  with  yuur  Excellency  for  assembling 
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[No.  2787.] 
For  a  Ferry  on  the  Mohuwk  Betice^en  Fort  Plank  and  Paris, 

W©  th«  Superyisors  of  Tryon  County  do  hereby  certify  that  the  Place  of  John 
Walrad  is  very  convenient  to  be  an  establish 'd  Ferry,  and  at  this  Time  highly  neces- 
sary to  preserve  a  Communication  between  Forts  Plank  and  Paris,  and  do  hereby 
recommend  the  said  John  Walrad  to  his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  for  a  License 
for  a  Ferry  across  the  Mohock  River.  Given  under  our  Hands  the  6th  Day  of  April 
1780. 

Jelles  Fonda,  Chrls'r  P.  Yates.  John  Pickerd,  Augustlnus  Hess,  Henrlck  Staring. 


[No.  2788.] 

Representation  front  Sundry  Citizens  of  Great  Nine  Partners  in 

Favor  of  Thomas  Palmature, 

May  it  please  your  Honours;  Wee  the  subscrbers  beg  leave  to  address  the  Honour- 
able Bench,  In  behalf  one  Thomas  Palmature  a  Contlncntial  Soldier,  who  comes  under 
your  Honours'  Inspection  this  Court,  wee  doc  not  think,  his  late  conduct  is  by  any 
means  Justifyble  However,  being  antious  to  increase  the  number  of  Soldiers  for  our 
army,  which  the  Said  Thomas  Palmature,  has  turnd  out  at  the  first  of  these  times 
(or  his  Country's  Cause,  and  has  acted  like  a  good  Soldier  in  many  actions  together 
with  his  Brothers;  and  one  of  his  Brothers  klll'd  in  the  Service;  and  as  lt«  the  first 
crime  the  Said  Thomas  Palmature  has  been  Guilty  of  to  our  knowledge,  and  are  still 
antious  to  Serve  his  Country  in  all  Cases,  therefore,  wee  sincerely  wish  your  Honours 
will  please  to  Consider  the  Said  Thomas  Palmature's  Unhappy  sittuation  and  your 
Honours'  Subscribers  will  For  Ever  Pray. 
Great  Nine  Partners  April  ye  9th  1780. 

Smith  Sutherland,  Eliphaz  Fish,  Richard  Bullock,  George  Cronkhlte,  William  Gar- 
nalt,  James  Cronkhite,  Phlnehas  Knapp,  Ephraim  Bullock,  Clement  Earll,  Stephen 
Haight,  Wllber  Earl,  Ezra  AUin.  Chomer  Bulock,  David  Sutherland. 


[No.  2789.] 

Governor  Clinton  Reports  the  Condition  of  the  State  to  General 

Washington, 

Poughkeepsie  April  7tli  1780. 
D'r  Sir,  Tbe  Legislature  of  this  State  at  their  late  meeting 
passed  a  Law  for  raising  800  men  to  be  subject  to  y^rExcelTcys 
orders  for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers  on  Condition  that  Con- 
gress should  engage  to  Pay  &  subsist  them.  Immediately  on 
the  passing  of  this  Law,  I  wrote  to  Congress  &  transmitted 
them  the  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  upon  the  Subject,  but 
38 
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if  we  are  not  very  soon  assisted  with  Troops,  that  this  Goimtjwl 
be  Intirely  destroyed,  for  the  Regimenta  is  but  very  amaD; 
Half  of  our  People  is  Inlisted  in  the  Batoe-Service  ft 
Priseiners.  Therefor,  hopes  if  PocMsible  your  EzceUencj  w* 
assist  us  with  Troope  otherwise  we  cannot  €rtand  it.  The  Ebobt 
has  made  a  very  old  man  prissoner  the  other  day,  which  ttaf 
Discharge  agan.  They  told  him  they  woud  before  long  deftnf 
the  whole  County.  Tho  this  Last  party  Burnt  nothing  Exce^ 
a  mill,  I  am  very  Certain  the  Indians  will  if  Possible,  hare  Be* 
venge  for  what  damage  they  have  Rec'd  Last  Summer,  whi* 
they  Can  very  easy  here,  if  no  assistance  Comes. 

I  have  further  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  the 
day  that  the  Enemie  took  the  aforesaid  Prissoners,  that  SeT€» 
more  of  the  Enemie  was  discovered  at  a  place  Called  Sanchtt- 
dago^  behind  Johns  Town,  which  was  pursued  by  Seven  of  oor 
men  &  the  forth  day  our  men  overtook  them  &  killed  five  out  of 
the  Seven ;  the  other  two  was  not  by  them,  Supost  to  be  Hont- 
ing.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  Humb'e 
Serv't  Jacob  Klock,  Col. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Pokeepsie  14th  April  ITSiK 
Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  your  Tetters  of  the  4tb 
&  5th  Instant.  It  gives  me  real  Concern  to  hear  of  the  late 
Outrage  committed  at  Snyder's  Bush  in  your  County  &  of  tbe 
distressed  Situation  of  the  different  Frontier  Settlements.  1  am 
not,  however,  without  Hopes  of  being  speedilly  able  to  put  them 
in  a  State  of  greater  Security,  as  I  am  now  authorized  by  Coa- 
gress  to  raise  the  Men  intended  by  the  Legislature  for  that  Ser 
vice;  you  wilkreceive  my  Orders  by  the  Bearer  for  this  Purpose k 
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[  forbear  adding  any  other  Consideration  than  the  Service  for 
irhich  these  Troops  are  intended  to  excite  you  to  the  Utmost  Dis- 
patch in  the  Execution  of  the  Orders. 

Mr.  Ooppemall,  the  Bearer,  handed  me  the  Pay  Bolls  &  Ab- 
stracts for  your  Regt.  &  I  was  about  to  send  him  with  them  to 
the  Auditor  Genl.  who  lives  14  Miles  distant  to  be  auditted, 
when  I  discovered  that  you  had  neglected  to  sign  the  Abetracts, 
~  A  that  there  was  some  other  Ommissions  in  them,  such  as  not 
incerting  the  year  in  which  the  Service  was  performed;  as  it 
-would  have  prevented  their  passing  the  Auditor's  Office  &  of 
Course  rendered  the  Journey  fruitless.    I,  therefore,  thought 
it  most  adviseable  for  him  to  return  immediately  that  you  might 
be  able  to  have  the  Abstracts  corrected  &  perfected  in  these  par- 
ticulars in  Season  to  send  them  down  by  one  of  your  Members 
It  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Legislature,  which  will  be  about  the 
Urst  of  next  Month;  the  Matter  may  then  be  accomplished  & 
[the]  Men  receive  their  pay  without  further  Trouble  or  Delay. 
I  woud  only  observe  that  the  Abstract  for  the  Field  &  staff  Offi- 
cers shoud  be  seperate  from  that  of  the  Companies  &  the  par- 
ticular Time  of  Service  expressed.     I  am  sorry  for  the  present 

Disapointment  but  it  is  unavoidable. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Jacob  Klock.] 


[No.  2786.] 

James  Duane  Requests  Permission  for  His  Sister  Mrs.  Patterson  to 
Meet  Her  Brother  Colonel  lAvingston  on  the  Lines, 

Manour  Livingston,  6"  April  1780. 
I>ear  Sir;  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  my  worthy  Friend  Col. 
H.  Livingston.    He  has  lately  receivd  a  Letter  from  our  Sister 
Mrs.  Patterson  which  he  will  show  you.    The  Importwmt^  >N\\>a. 
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which  she  entreats  for  an  Interview  with  her  Brother  on  leari 

her  Oeuntry  and  her  Friends^  perhaps  forever!  obliges  me  to  i 

the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  grant  him  a  Flagg  to  meet  hs| 

on  our  Lines. 

We  were  much  disappointed  in  not  being  favonrd  with ; 

Excellency's  &  Mrs.  Clinton's  Company  at  the  Manshionontotfl 

Return  from  Albany.    Mr.  Benson  called  and  undertook  to  prt-j 

pare  the  Dutch  papers  for  the  Hearing  and  to  acquaint  me  vb«  1 

they  were  ready.    This  alone  retards  my  Journey  to  Con?w««.  i 

Be  kind  enough  to  present  him  my  Compliments  &  request  w  ] 

hear  from  him  as  soon  as  the  Business  is  dispatched.    As  1  a»  ' 

conscious  I  do  not  deserve  it;  I  will  not  hazard  the  Censure ol^ 

delay  in  a  matter  of  such  Moment  &  Expectation  to  the  State. 

I  have  much  to  say  to  your  Excellency  but  shall  defer  it  till  ^ 

have  the  pleasure  of  waiting  upon  you.     I  need  not  assure  yo* 

that  I  am  with  the  utmost  respect  Dear  Sir  Your  Excellencr** 

affectionate  &  most  Obedient  Servant 

Jas.  Duane. 

P.  S.     Mrs.  Duane  joins  me  in  our  most  respectful  Coinplim'' 
to  yourself  &  Mrs.  Clinton. 
Plis  Excellency  The  Govemour. 

My  Father  in  Law  is  in  his  usual  distress  resiM?cting  his  lp>i 
works,  Equally  afraid  to  decline  or  to  carry  them  on.  All  tin 
Family  wou'd  be  very  happy  if  the  State  woud  have  taken  then 
on  any  Terms;  as  that  is  not  the  Case,  another  Effort  is  n*t»lve( 
ui>on,  if  he  can  obtain  the  usual  Exemption  for  his  worknH*ii 
Your  Excellency  will  be  troubled  upon  this  Subject  &  I  doub 
not  will  do  every  thing  to  encourage  so  essential  a  Bu?im^ 
1  is  consistent  Tvith  your  duty  to  the  State,  &  your  owi 
lent. 
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[No.  2787.] 
For  a  Ferry  on  the  Mohaxck  Beficeen  Fort  Pl<ink  am!  Pans, 

We  the  Supenrison  of  Tryon  County  do  hereby  certify  that  the  PUoo  of  John 
Walrad  is  very  conyenient  to  be  an  cstablish'd  Ferry,  and  at  this  Time  highly  neces- 
sary to  preserve  a  Communication  between  ForU  Plank  and  Paris,  and  do  hereby 
recommend  the  said  John  Walrad  to  his  Elxcellcncy  Governor  Clinton,  tor  a  License 
for  a  Ferry  across  the  Mohock  River.  Given  under  our  Hands  the  6th  Day  of  April 
1780. 

Jelles  Fonda,  Chris'r  P.  Yates.  John  Pickerd.  Augustinus  Hess,  Henrick  Staring. 


[No.  2788.] 

Representation  from  Sundry  Citizens  of  Great  Nine  Partners  in 

Favor  of  Thomas  Palmature. 

May  it  please  your  Honours;  Wee  the  subscrbers  beg  leave  to  address  the  Honour- 
able Benob,  in  behalf  one  Thomas  Palmature  a  Contincntial  Soldier,  who  come*  under 
your  Honours'  Inspection  this  Court,  wee  doe  not  think,  his  late  conduct  is  by  any 
means  Justifyble  However,  being  antious  to  increase  tho  number  of  Soldiers  for  our 
army,  which  the  Said  Thomas  Palmature,  has  turnd  out  at  tho  first  of  those  times 
for  his  Country's  Cause,  and  has  acted  like  a  good  Soldier  in  many  actions  together 
with  his  Brothers;  and  one  of  hl«  Brothers  kill'd  in  tho  Service;  and  as  it*  the  first 
crime  the  Said  Thomas  Palmature  has  been  Guilty  of  to  our  knowledge,  and  aro  still 
antious  to  Serve  his  Country  in  all  Cases,  therefore,  wee  sincerely  wish  your  Honours 
will  please  to  Consider  the  Said  Thomas  Palmature's  Unhappy  sittuation  and  your 
Honours'  Subscribers  will  For  Ever  Pray. 
Great  Nine  Partners  April  ye  9th  1780. 

Smith  Sutherland,  Eliphaz  Fish,  Richard  Bullock.  George  Cronkhite,  William  Gar- 
nalt,  James  Cronkhite,  Phinehas  Knapp,  Ephraim  Bullock,  Clement  Earll,  Stephen 
Haight,  Wilber  Earl.  Ezra  Allin.  Chomer  Bulock,  David  Sutherland. 


[No.  278J).] 

Governor  Clinton  Reports  the  Condition  of  the  State  to   (Jcncral 

Washington. 

Poiighkeopsie  April  7tli  1780. 
D'r  Sir,  The  Legislature  of  this  State  at  their  late  meeting 
passed  a  Law  for  raising  800  men  to  be  subject  to  y'r  Exeeireys 
orders  for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers  on  Condition  that  Con- 
gress should  engage  to  Pay  &  subsist  them.  Immediately  on 
the  passing  of  this  I^iw,  I  wrote  to  Congress  &  transmitted 
them  the  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  upon  the  Subject,  but 
38 
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whtch  she  entreats  for  an  Interview  with  her  Breather 

her  C^nDtry  aud  ber  Friend«,  perhaps  forever!  abligei 

the  favour  of  jour  Excellency  to  grant  him  a  Flagg  1 

on  oor  Lines, 

We  were  much  dieappointed  in  not  being  favonrd 

Excellency's  &  Mrs.  Clinton's  Company  at  the  Mansh 

Eetum  from  Albany.     Mr,  Benson  called  and  undent 

pare  the  Dutch  papers  for  the  Hearing  and  to  acqnait 

they  w^ere  ready.    This  alone  retards  my  Jaumey  U 

Be  kind  enough  to  present  him  my  Compliments  & 

hear  from  him  as  soon  as  the  Business  is  daspatched 

tonscious  I  do  not  deserve  it;  I  will  not  hazard  tbe 

delay  in  a  matter  of  ench  Moment  &  Expectation  tc 

I  have  much  to  say  to  your  Excellency  but  shall  de 

have  the  pleasure  of  waiting  upon  you,     I  need  not 

that  I  am  with  the  utmost  respect  Dear  Sir  Your  I 

affectionate  &  most  Obedient  Servant 

Ja 
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[No.  2787.] 
For  a  Ferry  on  the  Mohawk  Between  Fort  Plank  and  Paris. 

We  the  Superrison  of  Tryon  County  do  hereby  certify  that  the  Place  of  John 
Walrad  is  very  convenient  to  be  an  establish'd  Ferry,  and  at  this  Time  highly  neces- 
sary to  preserve  a  Communication  between  Forts  Plank  and  Paris,  and  do  hereby 
recommend  the  said  John  Walrad  to  his  E^xcellency  Governor  Clinton,  for  a  License 
for  a  Ferry  across  the  Mohock  River.  Given  under  our  Hands  the  6th  Day  of  April 
1780. 

Jelles  Fonda,  Chris'r  P.  Yates.  John  Pickerd,  Augustlnus  Hess,  Henrick  Staring. 


[No.  2788.] 

Representation  froni  Sundry  Citizens  of  Great  Xine  Partners  in 

Favor  of  Thomas  Palmature, 

May  it  please  your  Honours;  Wee  the  subscrbers  beg  leave  to  address  the  Honour- 
able Benoh,  in  behalf  one  Thomas  Palmature  a  Contincntlal  Soldier,  who  comes  under 
your  Honours'  Inspection  this  Court,  wee  doe  not  think,  his  late  conduct  is  by  any 
means  Justifyble  However,  being  antious  to  increase  the  number  of  Soldiers  for  our 
army,  which  the  Said  Thomas  Palmature,  has  tumd  out  at  the  first  of  these  times 
for  his  Country's  Oause,  and  has  acted  like  a  good  Soldier  in  many  actions  together 
with  hts  Brothers:  and  one  of  hl«  Brothers  klll'd  in  the  Service;  and  as  it*  the  first 
crime  the  Said  Thomas  Palmature  has  been  Guilty  of  to  our  knowledge,  and  are  still 
antious  to  Serve  his  Country  in  all  Cases,  therefore,  wee  sincerely  wish  your  Honours 
will  please  to  Consider  the  Said  Thomas  Palmature's  Unhappy  sittuation  and  your 
Honours'  Subscribers  will  For  Ever  Pray. 
Great  Nine  Partners  April  ye  9th  1780. 

Smith  Sutherland,  Bliphaz  Fish,  Richard  Bullock,  George  Cronkhlte,  William  Gar- 
nalt,  James  Cronkhlte,  Phinehas  Knapp,  Ephraim  Bullock,  Clement  Earll,  Stephen 
Haight,  Wilber  Earl,  Ezra  AlUn.   Chomer  Bulock.  David  Sutherland. 


[No.  2781).] 

Governor  Clinton  Reports  the  Condition  of  the  State  to   General 

Washington. 

Poughkeepsie  April  7th  1780. 
D'r  Sir,  The  Legislature  of  this  State  at  their  late  meeting 
passed  a  Law  for  raising  800  men  to  be  subject  to  y'rExceircys 
orders  for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers  on  Condition  that  Con- 
gress should  engage  to  Tay  &  subsist  them.  Immediately  on 
the  passing  of  this  Law,  I  wrote  to  Congress  &  transmitted 
them  the  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  upon  the  Subject,  but 
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whicli  she  entreats  for  an  Interview  with  her  Brother 

her  Ountrj  and  her  Friends,  perhaps  forever!  obligej 

the  favour  of  jour  Excelleat'y  to  grant  him  a  Flag^gr  t 

on  our  Lines. 

We  were  much  disappointed  In  not  being  favourd 

Exceliencj's  &  Mrs,  Clinton's  Company  at  the  Mansh^ 

Beturn  from  Albany.     Mr,  Benson  called  and  nndert 

pare  the  Dutch  papers  for  the  Hearing  and  to  aequair 

they  were  ready*    Thie  alone  retards  my  Journey  U 

13e  kind  enough  to  pi^esent  him  my  Compliments  Si 

tear  from  him  as  soon  as  the  Business  is  disrpatched 

coitacious  I  do  not  deserve  it-  I  will  not  hazard  the 

delay  in  a  matter  of  euch  Moment  &  Expectation  to 

I  have  much  to  say  to  your  Excellency  but  shall  de 

have  the  pleasure  of  waiting  upon  you.     I  need  not 

that  I  am  with  the  utmost  respect  Dear  Sir  Your  E 

affectionate  &  most  Obedient  Servant 

Ja 
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[No.  2787.] 
For  a  Ferry  on  the  Mohawk  Between  Fort  Plank  and  Paris. 

We  th«  Supervisors  of  Tryon  County  do  hereby  certify  that  the  Place  of  John 
Walrad  is  very  convenient  to  be  an  cstablish'd  Ferry,  and  at  this  Time  highly  neces- 
sary to  preserve  a  Communication  between  Forts  Plank  and  Paris,  and  do  hereby 
recommend  the  said  John  Walrad  to  his  Ehccellcncy  Governor  Clinton,  for  a  License 
for  a  Ferry  across  the  Mohock  River.  Given  under  our  Hands  the  6th  Day  of  April 
1780. 

Jelles  Fonda,  Chris'r  P.  Yates,  John  Pickerd,  Augustinus  Hess,  Henrick  Staring. 


[No.  2788.] 

Representation  froni  Sundry  Citizens  of  Great  Nine  Partners  in 

Favor  of  Thomas  Palmature. 

May  it  please  your  Honours;  Wee  the  subscrbers  beg  leave  to  address  the  Honour- 
able Benoh,  in  behalf  one  Thomas  Palmature  a  Contlnential  Soldier,  who  comes  under 
your  Honours'  Inspection  this  Court,  wee  doe  not  think,  his  late  conduct  is  by  any 
means  Justifyble  However,  being  antious  to  increase  the  number  of  Soldiers  for  our 
army,  which  the  Said  Thomas  Palmature.  has  turnd  out  at  the  first  of  these  times 
for  his  Country's  Cause,  and  has  acted  like  a  good  Soldier  in  many  actions  together 
with  his  Brothers;  and  one  of  hl«  Brothers  kill'd  in  the  Service;  and  as  its  the  first 
crime  the  Said  Thomas  Palmature  has  been  Guilty  of  to  our  knowledge,  and  are  still 
antious  to  Serve  his  Country  in  all  Cases,  therefore,  wee  sincerely  wish  your  Honours 
will  please  to  Consider  the  Said  Thomas  Palmature's  Unhappy  sittuation  and  your 
Honours'  Subscribers  will  For  Ever  Pray. 
Great  Nine  Partners  April  ye  9th  1780. 

Smith  Sutherland,  Bliphaz  Fish,  Richard  Bullock,  George  Cronkhite,  William  Gar- 
nalt,  James  Cronkhite,  Phinehas  Knapp,  Ephraim  Bullock,  Clement  Earll,  Stephen 
Haight,  Wilber  Earl.  Ezra  All  in,   Chomer  Bulock,  David  Sutherland. 


[No.  278J).] 

Governor  Clinton  Reports  the  Condition  of  the  State  to   General 

Washington. 

Poughkeepsie  April  7th  1780. 
D'r  Sir,  The  Legislature  of  this  State  at  their  late  meeting 
passed  a  Law  for  raising  800  men  to  be  subject  to  y'rExcelPcys 
orders  for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers  on  Condition  that  Con- 
gress should  engage  to  Pay  &  subsist  them.  Immediately  on 
the  passing  of  this  Law,  I  wrote  to  Congress  &  transmitted 
them  the  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  upon  the  Subject,  but 
38 


Public  Papers  op  George  Clinton.  595 

[No.  2791.] 
The  Politics  in  the  Vermont  Situation. 

Brattleboro',  10th  April  1780. 
Sir,  I  find  upon  my  Return  home  that  a  very  general  &  great 
Uneasiness  prevails  among  the  loyal  Subjects  of  New  York,  be- 
ijaase  Congress  did  nothing  relative  to  the  New  State,  in  Feb- 
ruary last.  Some  few  have  openly  joined  Vermont;  many  others 
are  wavering  and  begin  to  beleive  what  was  given  out  by  their 
Agents  upon  their  Return  from  Philadelphia,  that  Congress  will 
not  determine  the  Dispute;  and  that  it  is,  therefore,  time  for 
them  to  secure  their  Interests  by  an  agreement  with  the  ruling 
Powers. 

I  have  done.  Sir,  and  shall  continue  to  do  what  is  in  my  Power^ 
eonsistent  with  honor,  to  keep  up  their  Spirits,  &  to  preserve 
them  in  the  Interests  of  New  York,  until  Congress  can  have 
Lieusure  to  settle  this  important  Controversy:  but  do  not  think 
it  can  be  done  longer  than  until  the  Legislature  meets  in  June 
next:  with  which  I  beg  your  Excellency  will  be  kind  enough 
to  acquaint  our  Delegates  at  Congress,  as  an  additional  motive 
for  their  endeavouring  to  expedite  a  Trial. 

The  Legislature  of  Vermont  are  straining  every  Nerve  to  make 
themselves  Powerful.  In  their  March  Session  at  Westminster, 
they  granted  large  Quantities  of  Land  (some  appropriated  and 
some  not)  to  Persons  residing  in  the  New  England  States.  They 
have  also  appointed  a  Committee,  consisting  of  three  of  their 
agents,  to  confer  with  the  Yorkers;  and,  if  our  Information  is 
right,  they  may  speedily  be  expected  among  us:  as  they  are 
some  of  their  most  artful  Men,  &  have  attended  Congress  upon 
the  Subject,  I  much  fear  they  will  be  able  to  mislead  a  number. 
The  Plan  proposed  by  the  Delegates  to  the  Leg\^\vx\.\ive  ^1 
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their  last  sitting,  I  have,  in  Confidence,  communicated  to  tio  \ 
or  three  Persons  of  the  most  sense  and  Influence  among  Qg,  wbo 
appear  to  be  full  as  averse  to  it  as  I  am;  and  I  have  not  a  doubt 
but  the  Yorkers,  almost  to  a  Man,  are  of  the  same  opinion 

By  what  I  can  learn  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  or  at 
least  some  of  the  Members,  and  their  Partizans  west  of  Coi- 
necticut  River,  entertain  an  opinion  that  the  western  Boundariei 
of  that  State  will  be  fixed  at  the  Green  Mountains. 

I  sincerely  wish  our  Delegates  might  be  cautioned  agaiost 
reposing  any  Confidence  in  the  Delegates  from  New^  Ilampshire. 
in  the  Trial  respecting  a  New  State,  as  reports,  coming  immedi 
ately  from  some  of  the  Legislature  of  New^  Ilampshire.  are  that 
their  agents  were  instructed  not  to  put  in  their  Claim  if  there 
was  a  Probability  of  Vermont's  maintaining  its  Independence. 
This  is  more  to  be  credited  because  the  legislature  of  X.  Hamp- 
shire  have,    heretofore,   been    more   complaisant,   and  iiidet*«1 
friendly,  to  Vermont,  than  they  ought  to  have  been,  if  they  cuu 
sidered  the  People  as  having  revolted  from  any  of  the  Stait-.' 
in  Union. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obcni't  &  Ver; 
Humble  Serv't  Micah  Townsvinl. 

His  Exc'v  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  271)2.] 
The  Movemvuts  of  the  Enemy  Mifsiify  GcncraJ  Robert  Howe. 

Highlands  10th  of  April  1TS<». 
Dear  Sir,  The  Prepaialions  of  the  Knemy  wear  so  dupliiai 
an  Aspect,  that  no  determinate  Conjecture  can  be  form'd  i 
their   iiltimat(*   Intention.     At   the   same   time  that    their  Ei 
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irkation  would  lead  us  to  think  that  their  Design  was  beyond 
ei,  they  are  not  less  busy  in  Preparation  which  indicate  in- 
erior  Operations. 

If  they  really  mean  only  Reinforcements  to  Sir  Harry  Clinton, 
t  is  wonderful  they  should  let  such  a  Succession  of  fair  Winds 
escape  them,  when  his  Situation,  &  the  advancing  Season 
ilamour  so  loudly  for  the  utmost  Dispatch.  It  behoves  us,  Sir, 
0  be  upon  our  Guard,  for  if  South  Carolina  is  not  their  Object, 
^e  probably  are.  I,  therefore,  venture  to  suggest  the  Propriety 
)f  keeping  the  principal  Militia  Officers  (as  they  I  suppose  have 
nost  Influence  with  the  men)  for  some  Time  at  least,  as  much 
n  the  Vicinity  of  their  several  Commands  as  possible.  I  have 
the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  Respect,  Dear  Sir,  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  Servant  Robert  Howe. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2793.] 
Losses  of  the  British  fr&tn  the  Beginning  of  the  War, 

Highlands  11th  April  1780. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  exceeding  sorry  I  cannot  have  the  Pleasure 
>f  forwarding  to  your  Excellency  the  Magazine*  contain'g  the 
M  of  kiird,  &  wounded  at  Fort  Montgomery. 

'Return  of  cannon,  stores,  ammunition  &c.  taken  and  destroyed  upon  the  expedition 
P  the  North  River.  OCt.  6.  1777. 

Cannon.    Thirty-two    pounders    6;     eighteen-pounders    3;    twelve-pounders    7;    nine- 
ounders  3;  sixpounders  41;   four-poundera  3;  three-pounders  2;  two-pounders  2;  Total 

Two  frigates  built  for  30  and  36  guns  were  burnt  by  the  rebels  on  the  forts  being 
ken.    The  guns  aboard  them,   and  two  gallies  which  were  likewise  burnt,   amounted 
above  30.    One  sloop  with  10  guns  fell  into  our  hands.    The  whole  loss  therefore  is 
o\e  ICO  pieces. 

Powder.    54  ca«k«;  11',^  barrels:   12  236  lb.    exclusive  of  what   was  aboard   the  vesse'.s. 
Tartridges  fitted.    1852  cannon;  57.396  musquct. 

:annon   shot.    9630  round;    886   double   headed;   2483   grape   and   case;   36   cwt.    1,    qr. 
lb.  Landgridge. 

'or  musquets.    1379  wt.  of  ball;  116  wt.  of  buck  shot;  64C0  flints. 
:very  article  belonging  to  the  Laboratory   in  the  greatest  petlecUoii.    0\.\v«t  *.\.ox^^^ 
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I  pursued  Capt.  Moodie's  Directions  to  obtain  it  &  in  Addition 
wrote  verj'  pressingly  to  Capt.  Bannister;  his  Answer  (asitmaj 
possibly  afford  some  Satisfaction),  I  do  myself  the  Honor  to 
inclose  for  your  Excellency's  Perusal  &  am  with  the  gretM 
Respect  &  Esteem  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Humble  6er 
vant  CI.  Sargent 

[To  G.  C] 

Buch  as  port-fires,  match,  harness,  spare  gun  carriages,  tools,  instruments,  tc.  kL\i 
great  plenty.  A  large  quantity  of  proTislons.  The  boom  and  chain  which  ran  acroM 
the  river  from  Fort  Montgomery  to  St.  Anthony's  Nose  is  supposed  to  hare  coit  thi 
rebels  70,000  1.  Another  boom  which  we  destroyed  near  Fort  ConstituUon  mnit  VOu- 
wise  have  cost  the  rebels  much  money  and  labour.  Barraclcs  for  1500  men  w«re  de- 
stroyed by  Major-general  Tryon  at  Continental  Village,  besides  several  iiore-boua 
and  loaded  waggons,  of  the  articles  contained  in  which  no  accounts  could  be  XmUlk- 

Return  of  the  killed,  woundrd,  and  missing  of  the  troops  under  the  command  o( 
Lieutenant-general  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in  the  storm  of  Forts  Clinton  and  Mont«om«ry 
on  the  6th  of  October,  1777. 

Light  infantry  acd  grenadiers.  1  Captain,  3  rank  and  file,  killed:  1  Captain.  1 
Lieutenant,  1  Serjeant.  30  rank  and  file,  wounded:  3  rank  and  file,  missing. 

26th  regiment.    1  Rank  and  file,  killed:  1  Lieutenant.  1  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

62d.  1  Lieutenant-colonel.  2  rank  and  flic,  killed;  2  Lieutenants,  1  Ensign.  U  tuX 
and  file,  wounded. 

57th.  2  Serjeants,  4  rank  acd  file,  killed;  1  Captain,  1  drummer.  IS  rack  and  t\t, 
wounded. 

63d.  1  Major.  1  Lieutorant.  1  Serjeant,  6  rank  and  flle,  killed;  2  Captains.  !  S«r- 
Jcants,   27  rank  and  fllo.   wounded. 

One  company  in  71st.  1  Lieutenant,  3  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  Lleutcnacl.  1  ?^" 
Jcnnt.  7  rank  and  flle,  wounded. 

HiS-sian   chasseurs.    3  rank  and  file,  killed;  11  rank  and  file,  woucded. 

Hessian  rcpinicnt  of  Trumbach.    2  rank   and  flle,   wounded. 

Capt.  Emcrlcka  Provincial  corps.    1  rank  and  flle,  killed;  5  rank  and  file,  woucded. 

Loyal  Americans.    1   Ensign.   2  rank  nnd  flle.   woundrd. 

New- York  voluntrors.  1  Major,  7  rank  and  file,  killed;  10  rank  and  file,  woucdfd; 
2  rank  and  f\U-,  missing. 

Total  1  Liputenant-rolonel.  2  Major.-.  1  Captain,  2  Lieutenants.  1  En»litii.  5  Ser- 
jeants, 30  rank  and  flle,  killed;  4  Captains,  o  Lituti'tianta.  2  Ensigns.  4  Serjeinti.  1 
druramfr.  126  rank  and  file,  wounded;  5  rank  and  file,  missinp. 

Names  and  ranks  of  tlu:  ofllrors  klll<  d  and  wounded  in  the  above  return 

Light  li.fantry  and  Krcnadlcrs.  C'ai»t.  Stuart.  L'Oth,  kilUd.  Captain  D'Etb.  As&pach 
grenadiers.    LU  ut.    M'Donell,  26th,   wound*  d. 

2»Uh  regiment.     Lieutenant  Dolhunty,   wounded. 

52d.  Lleutenant-<*olon<.l  Campbell,  kill.d;  Lieutenants  Grose,  Ru.^Si:!.  En«lcri  Tbo^iA^ 
wounded. 

57th.    Capt.  Prownlow.  wourdf-d. 

63d.    Major  Sill.   Lieutinant  Wrixrn.   klll»d;   Captains  Ncsbitt.   Jones,    wound**-! 

71st.    LU'Utenant    M'Konzif-.   kilUd:    Lit  iit«  nnut    Fra/.tr.   >\ouLdr>d. 

Loyal  Americans.     Ensign  Ward,   wonndt'd. 

New-York   volunteers.     Major  cj-ant.  Ki.sim:  M'I>t>nfll,  kill«-d. 

N.  B.  Count  Grabousklc,  a  r..Psli-N()M»nian  arting  as  Aid  du  Camp  tn  L^ui-'ict 
Henrjral  Clluton.  klllid.  not  i:.' ludi  J  in  the  above  nturu.— The  Itemer..b.-ai  ^ir  foi 
1777.--STATE  Historian. 
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Captain  Bannister  to  Major  Sargent. 

Verplanks  Point,  April  9th  1780. 

Dear  Maj'r,  Your  of  the  7th  Instant  ware  handed  to  me  last 
Evening  earnestly  requesting  a  Magazien  &c.  Sir,  the  least  hints 
of  your  wish  will  always  have  my  complyence  wih  Pleasure  if 
P(X3sibl  wish  it  ware  in  my  Power  at  this  Time. 

Col:  Smith  of  the  Oonnecticutt  Line  for  Head  Qrs.  Past  here. 
I  have  sent  you  what  I  took  from  him;  he  took  it  from  a  gentle- 
man late  from  Long  Island,  who  took  it  from  a  Brittish  Magazien 
as  he  sais);  this  remote  account  I  suppose  has  excited  your 
Curiosity. 

By  my  own  knowledg  of  the  war  there  must  be  errors  in  the 
account  which  stands  thus 

(viz.)     Extract  from  the  London  Magazien  Febry.  1778. 

In  March  1776  the  Parlement  of  Great  Britten  voted  42,390  Men 
for  the  service  in  America.  These  Troops  landed  according  and 
have  lost  agreabl  to  the  Returns: 


KlUd 


At  Lexenton  ft  Conkard, 
Bunker  Hili. 
Tlcondaroga  &  Quboe, 
On  the  Lake  iChamplaln]  by  Qenl.  Arnold 
SuUevan's  Uland   . 
Ceders 

Norfolk.  In  VlrKlnla 
Dlfferant  actions  Long  Island. 
Harlam  ft  Hcil  Gate 
K.  York.  Time  of  Landing 
White  Plains 
Fort  Washington 
Do  I^e 
Trlnton.  HesalonH 
Prlnstown, 

Boston  Road,  by  Adm'l  Harding 
Transports  Taken, 
Danbury. 

7  Iron  Hill  noar  Elk 
Braodywlne, 

Reding  Road,  by  Oenl.  Maxwell 
»traten  Island,  Oenl.  Sullevau 
Benlngton, 

Fourt  Montgomery 
Fort  Miflen  &  Red  Bank 
<3en.  Burgoyn's  Army 


1100, 

8148, 

97-5, 

10161, 

21M94 


43 
746 
81 
«3 
191 
40 
129 
840 
236 
57 
450 
900 
^  20 
35 
74 
52 

2r.O 
59 

600 
40 
94 

200 


70 
115U 

no 

64 
264 

70 
175 
1660 
173 
100 
490 
1500 

80 

60 
100 

90 

350 

SO 

1170 

60 

150 

wounded  & 

Taken 

700 

53 

1126 


9785, 


40 
60 
49 

270 


948 
^0 
750 
390 
40 
20 


278 
1100 


84 
5573 


r,oo 
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S'r;  this  Morniog  I  sent  a  Boat  down  the  River,  while  1 
ono  Returns  from  against  Spiten  Devel  Creek  gent  Dowb 
were  chaced  from  there  by  the  Enemy;  Boat  diacoverd;  no 
ing,  save  one  galley. 

The  Adjt.  Genl.  Soammell  and  Maj'r  Gilmon  for  Head 
Past  here  yestoday.  All  m  safe  we  are  very  Busy,  doing 
very  little. 

This  moment  Received  yours  of  this  morning  and  the 
Note  Respecting  the  Drovers  and  Cattle — shaJ  obey. 

Any  thing  in  the  above  that  is  Necessary,  Please  to  CoBUi 
cate  to  the  Genl.  as  I  would  not  wish  to  trouble  him  wiik 
much  of  my  stuff.  I  am,  S'r  with  every  sentiment  of  respect 
very  llumb V  serv't  Seth  Banisi 

Maj'r  Sargent. 


infir  of 
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ended  'till 
srefis  grant 
1  pay  &r. 

I  to  bo  madr 

II  above  W, 
a  old,  to  bn 
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[No.  2704.] 

The  Lmc  for  Raisituj  Troops  for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontient,  rt 

IHh  March,  1780. 

Ad  Act  to  raise  Troops  for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers.    Passed   March  Uih 
He  it  enartrd  by  the   People  of  the  State  of  New  York,   represented   in  S«CJli 
nsHcinbly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same:  That  troops  ifel 
raised  for  th«.  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  state,  for  the  cnsulcK  rampaisx.  i 
I  ver  the  OongresH  of  the  United  States  phall  have  declared  that  the  &aid  Troops 
he  paid  and  subsisted  at  the  Kxpence  of  the  said  United  States.    That  the  Co: 
riflicer  of  each   regiment  of  militia  shall   cause  just  and   exact    lists  to  b^ 
nturiKd  (if  ull  the  male  inhabitants  (slaves  excepted)  of  the  age  of  si&tc«-c 
upwards    n.^^idcnt    within    the    dit^trict    of   the    regiment.    That    the    raid    I'caiu 
otTii  «<r.   tdv'ithrr  with  the  other  Kit  Id  Officers  of  the  ReRimcnt  shall.  withLZi  oat 
aft»r  .*iurh  returns  shall  b*'  made,  meet  together  at  such  time,  and  at  such  pUce  i 
tlie   IMsirn^t  of  « ach  repimciit.   as  the  roninmnding  Officer  thereof  shall  appolit: 
at   r'.is  mo  ring.   t!i«'  I-'it-M  ofll-  <  is  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  divld'  tie  rf| 
atni  abl"  to  j>ui  h  n  turn  thiriof  into  classes,  earh  class  to  consikt  of  thirty  fi^t  U 
and  if  thfn-  fihould  bi'  a  surplus  nf  names,  after  the  regiment  shall  b«.'  s*^  d:*id#l 
^  Ias.«  s.    thi;    majority   of   tli*-   .<>aid    Fwld   officers   shall   add    the    pir^ors   c!   %ti\ct 
^u^pIus  shall  i-onsi.^t  to  lh«-  ^r-vi  r;il  rlassis.  and  in  such  proportltT  to  ta'-h  ■'!!*■ 
shall  think  i>roi'*r:  m  that   thr  ^4  vi  ral  rlasses  stiall.  with  resp«H>t   ti>  i'«tal«  azA 
be  a»   nearly   ir|tial   as    may   h> .    That   the   t'ommandlng  offiiir   of    the   rff:imfnt 
cause  to  be  deiivi-r'-d  to  a  militia  officer,  or  to  some  other  reputabb'  pcr««^n    be! 
In  eoch  class,  a  list  of  the  ria^s.    That  mch  class  shall,  after  the  expiratlos  of 
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be   dellTery  of  such  list,  furnish  and  deliver  to  the  Commanding  ofDcer  of 

t,    at  such  time,  and  at  such  place,  within  the  district  of  the  regiment  as 

m    time   to  time  appoint,  notice  whereof  shall  be  given  to  the  person  to  Bach  class  to 

1st    shall  be  delivered,  one  able-bodied  man  to  be  provided   with  a  good  '^^^  arms  Ac! 

forelock,  a  cartouch-box  or  pouch,  capable  of  containing  seventeen  charges 

1,    a.    Knapsack  or  Haversack,  and  a  good  Blanket,  to  serve  in  the  corps  to  Who  is  to  serve 

▼Irtue  of  this  act.  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers,  until  the  first  day  of  JJ^^^^  °'  ^^  ' 
ext»    unless  sooner  discharged.    That  if  any  class  shall  omit  or  neglect  to 

dielivc^r  a  man,  to  be  accoutered  and  provided  as  aforesaid,  within  the 
em  tor  that  purpose  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid:  the  Commanding  ofllcer 
dent  shall,  thereupon,  convene  the  assessors  of  the  Ward.  Town,  Manor. 
Precinct  wherein  such  class  shall  be  at  such  Time  and  place  as  the  said 
p  officer  shall  appoint:  That  the  said  Commanding  officer  shall  lay  before 
lessors  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  belonging  to  such  delinquent 
he  said  assessors  or  a  majority  of  them,  which  shall  be  so  convened,  shall  penalty  on  omit- 
ssess  upon  such  class  a  sum  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  the  highest  ting  &c.  to 
h    sball   then  have  been  given  by  any  class  in  the  Regiment  for  a  recruit  JJ5f°**^  ^^^^  ™*" 

la   pursuance  of  this  act;  and  shall  apportion  the  said  sum  to  and  among 
persons   composing  such  delinquent  class,  in  such  manner  as  the  assessors 
reasonable:  due  regard  being  had  to  the  Circumstances  and  ability  of  each 
»eraon.     That   the   said    Commanding   officer   shall,    thereupon,    deliver   the 
Roll  to  such  Serjeant  in  the  Regiment  as  he  shall  appoint  for  the  purpose. 
d  Serjeant  shall  thereupon,  by  distress  and  sale,  levy  of  the  several  persons  ~    ^  levied  by  a 
:cli  assessment-Roll  the  sums  opposite  to  their  respective  names,  and  shall,  Serjeant,  who 
Ing   thereout  a  poundage  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  for  his  services  in  5er ^cent "l»*to 
le    said    monies,   pay  the  same  to  the  said   Commanding  officer  by  whom  pay  the  rem'r 
e  paid. into  the  Treasury  of  this  State.    That  if  any  person  shall  refuse  to  Twasu^^^^ 
a    assessed   upon   him.   and  shall  not  be  possessed  of  Goods  and   chatties 

same  can  be  levied,  the  said  commanding  officer  shall,  by  warrant  under  q^^s^^c    to 
be   directed  to  any  serJeant  of  the  regiment,  cause  such  person  to  be  com>  levy  on.    Com- 
le   Gaol   of  the  County:  or  if  there  shall  be  no  Gaol  in  the  County,  to  the  ™*tnient  till  the 

Gaol,  there  to  remain  without  Bail  or  mainprize  until  the  sum  so  assessed 

lall   be   paid  to  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  Regiment.    That  if  any  one 

■sons   belonging  to  a  class  shall,   at  his  or  their  own  costs  and  expenses, 

man    to    be  furnished  by  such  class;   or  provide  the  man  so   to  be  pro-  ^py    Person    pro- 

vialng  a  man  or 
arms    accoutrements  and  a  Blanket  as  aforesaid:   The  person  or  persons  arms  &c..  to  have 

dvance    monies   for   either  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,   shall   have  a  remedy  remedy  ag't  the 
"   *^  *-     *-  .  ^  class,   for  monies 

several    other  persons  in  the  Class,  to  recover  from  them  their  respective  advanced  for  such 
>f  the  said  monies  so  advanced,  by  suit,  to  be  commenced  before  a  Justice  ™^°  **^- 
of   the  County:  and  in  determining  such  proportion,  due  regard  shall  be  How  such  monies 

-Ircumstancea   and  abilities  of  the  Defendant,  compared  with   the  circum-  ?.^®  *2  ^®  propor- 
.ir«.uu*»  *  tloned  on  such 

abilities   of  the  other  persons  in  the  Class:  and  the  Justice  or  Jury  shall  class. 
amazes   of  the  Plaintif  or  Plalntifs  accordingly:  and  the  Justice  shall  be 
»  have  Oosnizance  of  such  action,  notwithManding  the  sum  in  demand  may 
um  of  one  hundred  pounds.    That  the  corps  to  be  raised,  by  virtue  of  this 
defence    of  the  Frontiers,   shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and   Regulations  subject   to   con- 
the    articles  of  war.  made  or  to  be  made  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  ^'^   articles  of 
erica  for  regulating  the  armies  of  the  said  States;  and  that  courts-martial, 

rtf  any  person  belonging  to  the  said  corps,  shall  consist  of  officers  belong-  How  courts- 

*»■"•'    *^  martial  are  to  be 

rmy    of    the  United  States,  or  to  the  militia  of  this  State,  or  to  the  said  formed,  to  try 

»   person    administering  the  Government  of  this  State,  for  the  time  being,  offenders  in  thit 
Lnd    direct-     That  the  person  administering  the  Government  of  this  State, 

t«»lnir      sball.    from   time   to   time,    make   such   arrangement  of   the   said 

ArranKement  of 
l^^j    for   the   Defence  of  the  Frontiers,   and  divide  them  into  such  and  so  these  Levies.  ' 

ta   he  shall  deem  proper,  and  shall  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 

^^    Appointment,    appoint    the    necessary    officers    accordingly.   T\i«l\.   Wi^ 
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rendezvous   at  the  following  Places  vizt. — Those   of  Charlotte 

County  at  fc^keensboroiigh  or  next  adjacent  Post;  Those  of  Trjon 

at  Forts  Herkeimer  and  Planck;  Those  of  Genl.  Ten   Broeck's 

Brigade  at  Forts  Edward,  Sacondaga  Blockhouse,  and  Schoharie; 

the  Genl.  will  assign,  out  of  these,  the  particular  Place  for  each 

Begiment.     Those  of  Ulster  vizt.  Snyder's  Regiment  at  Shen- 

.  deken,   Cantine's  at  Leghewegh,  Jansen's  at  Meniacottiug  and 

,  Xeuren  Kill,  and  McCiaughry's  at  Pienpack.    Those  of  Orange 

I  vizt.  Hay's  at  Xayack  or  such  other  Place  as  the  Militia  or  other 

'   Guard  in  that  neighborhood  shall  be  stationed  at,  and  the  other 

Regiments  at  Minisink.    Those  of  Westchester  at  Crompond  and 

»    North  Castle  or  such  other  Places  as  the  militia  Guards  shall  be 

i 

r    Stationed  at;   and  those  of    Genl.   Swartwout'«   Brigade   vizt. 

r    Graham's  Regiment  at  Shendeken  and  the  other  Regiments  at 

Fishkill.    The  above  Places,  being  conceived  most  convenient  for 

>     the  men  to  collect  at,  are  only  to  be  considtiod  as  a  ttMniKiiary 

\     Disposition.     Oflicers  will  be  api)ointed  to  atteml  at  the  s(»v<*ral 

Places  of  Rendezvous  &  take  charges  of  llu*  iiion  ami  as  socni  as 

they  are  arranged  into  Companies  and  Rej^Minonis  surli  further 

Disposition  will  be  made  of  them  fer  Ihc  DrlL-nce  of  the  Stale  as 

the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  T'nitcd  Slates  shall 

direct.     As  the  Safety  of  the  State  is  imme<liatelv  r(meeriied  not 

onlv  in  the  speedy  &  effectual  execution  of  these  Orders,  by  which 

I     the  Duty  of  the  militia  on  tlie  Frontier**  will  become  less  burthen- 

I    iome.  but  also  that  the  men  to  be  raised  be  such  as  are  lit  for  the 

k    moet  active  Service,  it  is  expected  that  the  oflicers  will  jjay  ]»aMi«- 

I     nlar  attention  to  these  matters  and  receive  none  but,  su«li  active 

able  bodied  men,  as  will  i)ass  muster,  and  that  ihey  be  armed 

^    accoutred  and  provided  according  to  Law. 

I        By  order  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 
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[No.  27»5.] 
Colonel  Biddle  on  the  Subject  of  Supplies  Furnished  5y  New  ForiL 

Morrta  Town  April  11, 1780. 

Sir,    Your  favour  of  13  ulto.  came  to  hand  while  I  wi«  absent 
at  Philadelphia  from  whence  I  have  just  petomd,  hut  it  was  •■• 
swered  by  my  assistant  Mr.  Durie  &  the  necessary  orders  girei  I 
to  Colo.  Bostwick  &  Colo.  I^wis  for  making  out  the  Estimates*  j 
returns  which  you  have  required. 

Your  State  not  only  fumish'd  a  great  quantity  of  Hay  &  Grain 
but  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  Grass  of  two  Counties  was 
fed  by  the  horses  of  the  army,  which  were  sent  into  the  Counirj 
to  be  supported;  for  this  Grase  either  Certificates  were  given  or 
appraisements  made  &  both  directed  for  payment  to  Colo.  Boat- 
wick.     A  few  were  paid  at  my  Office  in  Camp,  of  which  1  shall 
make  out  an  account  &  transmit  the  same  to  you,  as  I  wish  thai 
tJustice  may  be  done  to  your  State  for  the  great  supplies  it  hai 
furnish'd  &  I  shall  ever  retain  the  most  grateful  remembranci*  o' 
the  ready  assistance  &  great  aid  I  have  received  therein  in  m; 
Department  from  the  Ijegislature  &  executive  Officers  thereof. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  &  Estt:»Mi 

Your  Excellency's  Mo:  Obed't  &  very  hum'e  ser't 

Clement  Biddle,  C.  <1.  F 
Ilis  Excellencv  Govenior  Clinton. 


[No.  279f).] 

Flenrif  Wisncr  Apprmrs   WiUitim    TralirtlVs  Applicaiioti    to   Vi 

Lonfj  Island, 

Gof>hc-D.  Aprol  llib.  IT*- 

ir.    The  Boaror  Mr.   William  TrodwoM.   has   for  a   Long  time   past.    FVttr.  t- 

f.  goeiog  on  to  Look  Islax;d  lo  soc  his  antiant  parrots,  who   he  is   tziforx 

4  state  of  helth;  ho  Heiut;  my  near  neighbour  and  ray  intemate  ac<iuaiDt3i 

Itm  mc  the  fullest  Reason  to  n<'Iiive.  that  was  It  In  bis  power,  b^  «»c 

17  to  the  Intrest  of  the  Vi::t»'d  Statce.    I  have  several  ReaM>Qs  of  my  of 
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which  Induces  me  to  wish  that  he  might  Be  permited  to  goe  on,  to  wit:  that  my  wife 
and  her  Children  who  Rewide  here  have  several  sums  of  money  to  the  amount  of  near 
ooe  thousand  pounds  out  on  Bond  upon  Long  Island,  a  Conslderahle  part  of  which  I 
am  afraid,  if  the  Enemie  goe  off  we  shall  Loose.  I  have  sent  to  a  friend  some  time 
tgoe  to  Collect  the  money.  But  am  not  able  to  Know  wheather  he  has  done  it  or  not; 
if  he  has  I  should  B«  glad  of  an  opertunity  to  git  it. 

I  am  also  very  desirous  of  Being  informed  what  Reasons  Coll.  Alliaon  had  to  Expect, 
to  Be  able  to  git  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  prisnors  taken  at  the  Battle  on  Delawar 
Ust  summer,  as  mentioned  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Brunaen  which  your  Elxcellency  has 
Men  when  at  Albany.  '  However  all  the  above  Reasons,  nor  any  other  motive  what- 
never,  would  induce  me  to  wish  your  Excellency  to  permit  him  or  any  other  person, 
tt  it  Be  inconsistent  with  your  Duty,  of  which  yourself  is  Judge. 
1  am  your  Excellencies  Ilum'ble  Servant,  Henry  Wisner. 

tTo  G.  C] 


[No.  2797.] 
Colonel  Isaac  Nicoll  Writes  to  the  Same  Effect. 

Goshen  Apr.  11th  1780. 
Dear  Governor,  The  Bairer  Mr.  William  Tredwell  haveing  Recived  an  acc't  from 
Us  Parents.  Informing  him  of  the  Death  of  his  Brother,  the  111  State  of  health  of  his 
.  Flither,  and  the  Desire  they  had  of  Seeing  him,  these  Resons  and  the  Esteame  I  have 
for  him  Induses  me,  to  ask  a  Purmlt  from  your  Excellency  for  him  to  go  and  See 
tbem.  if  it  Tis  Consistent  with  your  Judgement;  as  for  his  Carractor  it  stands  good; 
^  has  been  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  general  Cause  of  his  Contry  Since  he  was  a 
Prisner  for  going  on  Long  Iseland,  I  Dare  ingage  he  will  do  nothing  unbecoming  a 
Wend  to  his  Contry. 
I  tm,  with  Respect,  your  Excellency  most  Obedent  and  Humbel  Servent 

Isaac  Nicoll. 
Hit  Ehccellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  2798.] 

NEW  YORKERS  IN  VERMONT  DISHEARTENED. 

Vnless  Congress  or  New  York  Acts  Decisively  They  Mtist  of  Necessity 
Throxo  Their  Fortunes  with  Vermont. 

Brattlebopough,  April  11th  1780. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency,  We  think  it  our  Duty  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  the  People  of  this  County,  who  have  hitherto 
continued  loyal  to  the  State  of  New  York,  are  extremely  dis- 
heartened, because  Congress  did  not,  in  February  last,  deter- 
mine, or  at  least  enter  upon,  the  Business  of  settling  the  Dis- 
turbances prevailing  upon  the  Grants.  Those  who  disown  the 
authority  of  New  York  assert,  and  many  disinterested  Persons 
who  live  out  of  this  Scene  of  Contention,  and  are  likely  to  be 


€00  Public  Papers  of  Geobob  Clinton. 

acquainted  with  the  Matter,  join  with   them  in  thintdng,  i 
Congress  will  not  put  a  Period  to  our  internal  Dispntefl  ^ 
the  Continuance  of  the  present  War;  since  they  haye  neglci 
to  do  it  on  the  first  of  February,  &  have  not  fixed  upon 
time  for  that  Purpose. 

That  your  Excellency  may  put  a  right  ConBtruction  oponotfj 
Intentions,  we  beg  Leave  to  remind  you  of  some  past  T^Mli^^ 
tions.    As  it  was  our  Duty,  so  it  was  our  Inclination,  from  tie 
Aera  of  the  Independence  of  Vermont,  to  continue  Subjects  d 
^ew  York;  to  encourage  us  to  remain  in  Allegiance,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  New  York  have  in  the  most  solemn  manner  pledged  tbe 
Faith  of  the  State,  to  protect  our  Persons  and  Properties.  ^'« 
mean  to  lay  no  blame  to  your  Excellency  when  we  assert  tliat 
this  has  not  been  done.     The  properties  &  Persons  of  a  con- 
siderable Number  of  the  Subjects  of  New  York,  have,  from  time 
to  time,  been  notoriously  injured,  without  their  being  able,  in 
any  way,  to  obtain  the  least  Satisfaction,  therefor;  and  without 
any  Steps  taken  by  the   State  to    prevent   the   like  Injuries  in 
future. 

We  have  also  had  our  hopes  fixed  upon  Relief  in  another  Way 
that  Congress  would  interfere,  &  restore  to  us  the  invaluable 
Blessings  of  Peace  and  good  Order.  That  honorable  Body,  afte 
great  and  rejH'ated  Sollicitations,  appointed  a  Committee  t 
come  upon  the  Grants  &  to  enquire  into  the  reasons  of  the  l>i« 
orders.  They  came;  but  your  Excellency  best  knows  in  wha 
manner  they  conducted,  &  how  it  answered  the  End  proposed. 

The  24th  of  September  Congress  were  again  prevailed  upon  t 

turn  their  attention  to  our  Situation;  and  passed  a  number  < 

lolntions.  some  of  which  were  generously  designed  for  oi 

rtion,  &  to  prevent  the  alienating  of  public  Property,  unt 
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the  Settlement  of  the  Dispute.  But  the  Legislature  of  Vermont 
has  convinced  us  of  their  Ineflftcacy,  by  making  large  Grants  of 
Land,  at  different  Times,  since  the  first  of  February;  Their 
Magistrates  have  also,  since  that  time,  imprisoned  &  harrassed 
several  of  the  Subjects  of  New  York,  for  Offences  against  the 
Laws  of  Vermont;  some  for  Selling  Liquors  without  a  License 
obtained  from  them. 

Their  Ijegislature  have  also  appointed  a  Committee  to  en- 
deavour to  persuade  the  Subjects  of  New  York  to  submit  to  their 
Government  before  the  first  of  June;  at  which  time,  we  are 
credibly  informed,  they  have  come  to  a  Resolution  to  enforce 
their  cruel  Laws  upon  us. 

We  have  also  been  well  informed  that  they  have  passed  a  Law 
<ieclaring  all  Grants  void  which  shall  not  be  brought  to  them  at 
their  next  sitting. 

Hitherto,  Sir,  we  have,  at  the  risque  of  our  Ears,  &  of  receiv- 
ing the  infamous  Punishment  of  whipping,  supported  the  Juris- 
diction of  the  State  in  this  County:  But  as  we  begin  to  beleive 
that  Congress  (with  whom  the  matter  now  solely  rests)  will  not 
do  any  thing  effectual  for  our  Relief,  we  do  not  think  it  our 
Duty  any  longer  to  put  our  all  at  Stake.  We  would  wish.  Sir, 
we  are  earnestly  desirous,  to  live  under  the  Government  of  New 
York;  but  cannot  longer  risque  so  much  for  a  Government  which 
is  either  unable,  or  unwilling,  to  protect  us;  and  must  candidly 
assure  your  Excellency,  that  unless  Congress  shall  have  settled 
this  Controversy  by  the  first  of  June  next,  the  Subjects  of  New 
York  in  this  County,  must,  for  their  own  Safety,  connect  them- 
selves with  some  Power  able  to  afford  them  Security. 

We  beg  leave,  however,  to  express  the  warmest  Sentiments  of 
Gratitude  to  your    Excellency  for    your    Conduct  through    the 
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whole  of  our  most  distressed  Situation.    We  are  tmhr  \ 
Sir,  that  you  have  done  all  in  vour  Power  to  releive  «,  ui  I 
if  Confess  had  the  same  Tenderness  for  the  Calamitiet  d  1 
Constituents,  which  you  have  repeatedly  shewn  to  those  i 
your  Care,  we  should  before  this  have  been  in  a  Oapacitr  of  i 
something  to  assist  the  Continent  in  carrying  on  the  War. 

The  Towns,  where  the  Subjects  of  New  York  dare  act,  will  I 
the  Elections,  in  hopes  of  Congress  doing  something  previoiiil 
the  first  of  June.    There  are  some  Towns  in  which  (as  times  aR^| 
the  Subjects  of  New  York  do  not  think  themselves  safe  in  mert- 
ing  for  that  Purpose. 

We  have  only  to  request  that  your  Excellency  will  be  kiill 
enough  to  transmit  this  Letter  to  the  Delegates  from  New  Toikr| 
that  they  may  know  what  disagreeable  Steps  we  shall  be  cob- 1 
IM'lh'd  to  pursue,  if  a  Determination  is  not  had  by  the  beginniij 
of  Summer.  We  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  utmost  Gratitirfe 
&  Kes|)ect,  Your  Excellency's  most  obed't  Humble  Serv'ts 

Hy  ord(»r  of  the  Committees  from  nine  Towns. 

Samuel  Minott,  Chairman. 
I  lis  Ex('<'ll(^ncv  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2799.] 
PcnnHylvani4i'H  defierouft  Care  for  Her  Troops, 

In  Council  Philad'a  April  12th  1TS«1. 

Sir,  Your  favour  of  the  eleventh  of  March  has  been  duly  re 

rrivtnl,  and  in  answtT  tluTeto,  1  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Ei 

cellency  that  the  ]>rovisions  made  for  the  Pennsylvania  Troop 

in  addition  to  tho  pay  and  allowanct^  of  Congress  are  as  follows 

>fllcrrs,  out*  uniform  suit,  consisting  of  a  coat,  waiscoat 

^f  bn^^ohes,  thrt^*  shirts,  three  pair  of  shoes,  and  thre 
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L8,  annaalljy  during  their  being  in  actual  service.  To  everj 
?*  and  private  during  such  service,  certain  enumerated  ar- 
B  of  stores,  consisting  of  rum,  sugar,  tea,  coffee  and  soap, 
le  following  proportions  vizt.  For  each  ration  per  week  one 
of  rum  at  the  rate  of  five  shillings  iper  gallon,  one  half 
id  of  sugar  at  the  rate  of  three  ehillings  and  nine  pence  per 
&d,  one  ounce  of  tea  at  the  rate  of  twelve  shillings  per  pound, 
quarter  of  a  pound  of  Tobacco  at  the  rate  of  nine  pence  per 
Dd  and  hard  soap  at  one  shilling  and  three  pence  per  iK>und. 
y  a  Law  of  this  state  the  half  pay  given  by  Congress  for  seven 
rs  is  extended  to  life  under  certain  limitations  and  restric- 
tts.  And  at  the  last  sessions  the  House  of  Assembly  voted 
ad  in  the  following  proportions  vizt. 

JIajor  General  2000  acres. 

Brigadier  1500, 

Colonel  1000, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  750, 

Surgeon  600 

Major  GOO 

Chaplain  600 

Captain  500 

Lieutenant  400 

n  Ensign  300 

Serjeant  250 

Private  200, 

Tbeee  lands  to  be  free  from  taxes  while  in  the  hands  of  the 
omediate  grantee.  The  Widow  or  Children  of  every  Officer  or 
>ldier  falling  in  battle  is  entitled  to  the  land  the  husband  or 

ther  would  have  had  if  he  had  lived. 
39 
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The  provision  for  disabled  soldiers  is  a  pension  ordered  by  t 
Orphans  Court  of  the  County  payable  by  the  County  Traw 
not  exceeding  half  pay  and  rations.  The  proviMon  for  w* 
and  orphans  is  under  the  same  direction,  but  the  Court  hail < 
cretional  power  as  to  the  amount  of  the  pension  or  annuity. 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  your  Excellency  a  coup 

dious  view  of  our  system;  it  doubtless  admits  of  many  tmci 

ments  but  hitherto  it  has  proved  satisfactory  to  the  army. 

the  hasty  removal  from  this  City  on  the  invasion  of  the  eoen 

the  whole  of  our  Laws  passed  to  that  period,  were  left  so  as 

fall  into  the  enemies  hands.     It  is  in  contemplation  to  prin 

new  edition;  as  soon  as  that  is  done  or  if  any  of  the  mi» 

copies  can  be  procured,  I  shall  immediately  forward  a  comy 

sett.    I  esteem  myself  happy  in  this  and  every  other  occaaioi 

express  the  respect  and  esteem   with  which   I  am,  Your  Ej 

leney's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Jo$.  Ree 

His  Excellency  Ge(»rfre  Clinton,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  J? 

of  New  York. 


[No.  2800.] 

Captain    John     Wileij    Selected    as    the    Agent    to    Purcha^ 
Xecessaries  for  the  Troops  of  Thi^  State. 

Tamp  urav  Morris  Town,  April  I2ih  17* 

D'r  Sir,  Your  V(M-y  ajrrei-abh-  favour  of  the  11th  of  Mar 

n^ceivtHi  and   (.'onimuni<ate(l   tli«»  Contents   to  such  of  ihr 

Officers  as  were  in  <'anip.  who  were  unanimous  in  their  01 

Captain  John  Willev  of  New  York  as  the  most  pro|»er  IV 

ndertake  this  ]ou*i  wished  for  Rusiness.     Hie  bt-inj:  in  <- 

le  Time,  and  readily  anepting  the  office,  promissiug  to  * 
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it  as  soon  as  his  appointment  was  confirmed  by  you,  &  his 
mentioned  by  Genl.  McDougal  among  a  number  of  others, 
among  the  principle  motives  that  influenced  the  Gentle- 
Choice  in  his  favour. 

resignations  &  several  vacancies  have  taken  place  in  the 
York  Line,  so  that  there  only  remains  three  Colonels,  four 
nant  Colonels  &  four  Majors  to  the  five  Regiments,  besides 
nber  of  Captains  and  Subalterns  whose  places  wait  to  be 
up;  repeated  Applications  have  been  made  to  me  by  those 
lemen  who  stand  next  on  the  List  for  Promotion  to  have 
appointed  to  the  respective  vacancies, 
lave  declined  giving  them  an  answer,  untill  I  hear  from  you 
:her  they  are  to  be  filled  up  in  the  usual  way,  or  a  reduction 
le  regiment  is  to  take  place.    I  am  yours  affectionately, 

James  Clinton. 
p  Clinton. 


Pokeepsie  23d  Apl.  1780. 
ar  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  12th  Inst.  I 
►ve  of  the  Person  recommended  as  Agent  to  supply  the 
)s  vnth  Necessaries.  Before  Capt.  Wily  can  enter  on  this 
less  it  is  necessary  he  shoud  see  the  Treasurer,  &  the  sooner 
n  repair  hither  the  Better.  His  Appointment  &  the  Law 
hieh  he  is  to  govern  himself  will  be  ready  to  deliver  [to] 
I  wish  he  may  meet  with  as  little  Difficulty  in  obtaining 
necessary  supply  of  Cast  which  from  the  present  State  of 
rreasury  I  fear  will  not  be  the  Cas<\ 

»the  Reduction  of  one  of  our  Regts.  Depends  on  the  Will  of 
?ress,  I  cannot  pretend  to  determine  whether  that  Event 
take  Place.  It  has  hein  a  Subject  of  Conversation  by  some 
be  Members  of  the  Ivegislature  but  I  believe  no  Step  YiaaXi^ew 
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taken  to  effect  it.    The  inclosed  Copy  of  BeBolntkm  of  Ooif 

which  I  some  Time  since  received  will  however  prevent  81 

up  the  Vaccancies  you  mention  unless  through  the  Interren 

of  the  Commander  in  Chief.    I  am  yours  Affectionately 

G. 
Genl.  Jas.  Clinton. 


[No.  2801.] 

Oeneral  Washington  Congratulates  New  York  on  Its  Suece^ 
Raising  Troops  for  Its  Defence. 

Head  Quarters  Morris  Town,  12th  April  17 

Dear  Sir,  I  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  favor  of  the 

and  am  very  sorry  to  find  that  your  Frontier  is  likely  aga 

be  disturbed  by  the  incursions  of  the  Savages.     It  appeal 

yours  that  you  had  not  received  the  act  of  Congress  of  th 

instant,  by  which  they  approve  of  your  proposal  of  raisinj 

militia  for  the  defence  of  the  State.     I  take  the  liberty  of  ii 

ing  yon  a  copyt  of  it,  lest  the  dispatches  of  the  President 

veying  the  matter  to  yon  officially,  may  meet  with  some  ( 

Your  Excellency  will  observe,  by  the  Resolve,  that  the$e  T 

are  to  be  employed,  **  under,  the  direction  of  the  Conunanc 

chief  of  the  Continental  army."      You  are  so  much  bett< 

quainted  than  I  am,  with  the  parts  of  the  Country-  whicl 

more  immediately  for  support  and  defence,  that  I  shall  lea^ 

distribution  of  the  militia  who  are  to  be  embodied  iniirely  t 

I  shall  only  wish  to  be  informed  of  the  disposition  made  b 

as  I  may  hereafter  have  occasion  to  make  correspondent  ar 

nts  with  Continental  Troops.     I  cannot  help  expreesii 

nks  for  this  ex<*rtion  of  the  State  in  raising  a  body  of  t 

time,  as  it  will  pro!»ablv  relieve  the  Continental  arm} 

Hi. 
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laking  a  detachment  for  the  same  service  which  would  be  ex- 
remely  inconvenient,  considering  the  great  reduction  it  has 
pitely  undergone  by  the  expirations  of  service^  and  by  the  rein- 
orcement  which  we  have  sent  and  are  now  sending  to  the  South- 
ward. We  hear  that  some  of  the  States  are  recruiting  with  suc- 
C88,  but  we  cannot  expect  to  derive  much  advantage  from  their 
ecruits  till  very  late  in  the  season,  as  they  have  but  juet  entered 
ipon  the  business.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  greatest 
wpect  &  esteem  your  Excellency's  most  obe't  servant 

Go.  Washington, 
lov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  2802.] 
Colonel  Lush  to  Governor  Clinton.    See  Document  2804,  page 
14. 


.[No.  2803.] 

kneral  Greene  to  Governor  Clinton  in  Regard  to  an  Account  of  the 
Supplies  Furnished  by  New  York. 

Morristown,  13th  Apl.  1780. 
Sir,  I  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  13th  of  March, 
t  came  to  me  at  Philadelphia.  I  should  have  given  it  an  earlier 
iDfiwer,  but  I  was,  and  am  still,  at  some  loss,  to  know  how  to 
iccommodate  the  business  to  your  Excellency's  expectation.  I 
kave  written  to  Colonel  Hay,  to  furnish  you  with  the  most  per- 
fect account  he  can;  and  you  may  rest  assured,  there  is  no  in- 
brmation  in  my  power  to  give,  but  that  may  always  be  had  from 
lie  slightest  intimation  from  your  Excellency,  or  the  legislature 
«f  the  state  of  New-york.     I  am,  with  respect  your  Excellency's 

lost  (Aedient  Humble  Servant 

Nath.  Greene,  Q.  M.  G. 
'ovemor  Clinton. 
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into  Parties;  but,  notwithstanding,  I  am  convinced  your  Ex- 
cellency does  not  entertain  a  wish  to  continue  at  the  Head  of 
public  affairs,  I  must  inform  you  that  in  every  List  I  have  seen, 
your  Excellency  is  noted  for  Grov'r  &  Mr.  Cortlandt  for  Lieut. 
Dov'r.  Colo.  P.  [Levi  Pawling]  of  Ulster  I  believe  however  has 
been  using  his  best  Endeavors  in  several  Parts  of  this  County 
for  what  Purpose  you  may  possibly  determine.'  Colo. Campbell 
(^veith  his  ueual  Earnestness)  requests  me  to  inform  that  by  a 
Letter  he  has  just  seen  the  Person  last  mentioned  has  been  very 
busy  in  representing  to  his  Constituents  the  Injustice  of  loading 
them  with  new  Taxes  and  of  raising  Levies  for  the  Frontier  Ser- 
vice, when  he  conceived  both  Meaeures  were  unnecessary  &  that 
the  same  Person  has  been  using  all  possible  Means  to  lower  his 
Golleague  Mr.  Boyd  in  the  opinion  of  his  Constituents.  I 
question  whether  this  Information  will  be  in  the  least  interesting, 
but  1  cannot  resist  the  Imjwrtunity  of  Colo.  C.  and  have,  there- 
fore, communicated  it. 

Be  pleased  to  offer  my  best  Respects  to  Mrs.  Clinton  &  Mrs. 
Tappen,with  a  wish  for  the  Continuance  of  Washington's  Health 
and  Comp'ts  to  Miss  Caty  &  Cornelia  and  Colo.  Benson  if  your 
Excellency  pleases.    I  am  with  every  Sentiment  of  Respect  & 

Esteem  your  Excellency's  most  obed't  serv't 

Stephen  Lush. 
His  Exc'lly  Gov'r  Clinton. 


.[No.  2805.] 

Judges  Hobart  and  Hoffmanns  Report  of  Persons  Tried  and  Convicted 
at  the  Special  Court  of  Oyer,  rfc. 

sir.  We  have  to  report  to  your  Excellency  that  during  the  session  of  the  Court  of 
07€r  and  Terminer  and  General  Goal  Delivery  held  for  this  County,  the  following 
Person*  received  sentence  of  Death,  viz. 

John  Hodges,  for  Horse  stealing,  upon  his  own  Confession. 

James  Farrell,  for  the  same  offence,  upon  his  own  Confession. 
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Thomas  Palmerton.  for  grand  Larceny  upon  his  own  Oonfoasion. 

James  Heddlng.  Jun'r  for  the  same  offence  upon  the  same  Brldence. 
The  foreman  of  the  Jurj  Informed  the  Court  that  It  was  the  unanlmon  vhk  rf  I 
Jury  to  recomend  thU  Convict  to  your  Excellency  for  a  pardon.  His  Chanettri 
peered  upon  trial  to  be  exceeding  fair,  previous  to  this  unhappy  affair. 

Gullelmus  More,  otherwise  called  William  More,  and  James  Wilson— fte  bomili 
ing,  upon  poseltive  proof;  these  men  were  with  the  party  who  carried  Joha  Sahka 
his  sons  to  New  York. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most  obed't  Serf 'ts 

Jno.  Slosi  Bsltft 
Anth*y 
Poughkeepale  14th  of  Apll.  1780. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  2806.] 

Micdh  Townsend  Finds  Himself  in  a  Position  Truly  DisagrttM* 

Brattlebo^o^  12th  April  ITeO. 
Sir,  Mine  which  accompanies  this  was  written  before  the  Meet- 
ing of  the  Committees,  which  was  on  the  11th  instant.    A  So* 
ber  of  them,  &  by  their  account,  of  the  People  they  repreteit, 
appear  to  despond  more  than  1  had  imagined.    Their  Utt* 
which  goes  with  this,  will  inform  your  Excellency  that  tW 
have  but  little  hopes  that  Congress  will  do  any  thing  mow  * 
the  matter,  or  of  their  being  protected  while  they  continut;  s>fl^ 
jects  of  New  York.     They,  therefore,  begin  to  think  seriously^' 
Messrs.  Olcott  &  Woodward's  Plan.     It  may  perhaps  be  of  ^* 
vice  to  forward  their  Letter  to  the  Delegates:  &  if  you  thit^ 
Rir,  that  mine  of  the  10th  will  be  any  ways  beneficial,  you  ^^ 
welcome  to  make  that  Tse  of  it. 

I  find  myself  in  a  Situation  truly  disagreeable.     Many,  if  i^ 

the  Majority,  of  the  Legislature  appear  to  esteem  whatever  th' 

do  for  the  Maintenance  of  their  Jurisdiction  here,  a  favor  c< 

ferred  upon  their  Friends.     On  the  contrary,  the  New  Yorb 

here  view  tliemselves  as  having  merited  much  fat  h*ast  Prut 

u)  from  the  Legislature,  for  having  without  any  Prospe<'t 

ite  advantage,  so  spiritedly  maintained  the  authority  of 

^  against  sucli  Mon  as  they  have  to  contend  with.     Add 
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the  Prospect  of  loosing  all  my  time  &  Trouble  (and  it  has  been 
only  business  since  my  Residence  here)  without  accomplish- 
the  important  End  proposed;  and  the  Bisque  of  being  left 
uin  from  those  whom  my  attachment,  and  allow  me  to  say 
k-ices,  to  the  State  of  New  York  may  be  supposed  to  have 
sperated:  These  make  me  feel  extremely  uneasy  at  my  Situa- 
,  and  anxious  to  be  relieved  from  it  in  some  Way  or  other. 

14th  April, 
ince  writing  the  above,  we  have  a  Report  here,  which  comes 
drably  direct  from  Mr.  Livermore,  the  New  Hampshire  agent 
this  Business,  that  Congress  have  at  length  determined 
linst  Vermont,  and  that  another  Committee  will  be  upon  thie 
ants  the  first  of  June  to  determine  whether  the  Jurisdiction 
longs  to  New  York  or  New  Hampshire.  I  confess  I  do  not 
i  the  reason  of  another  Committee  of  Congress  coming  upon 
e  Premises,  (nor  do  I  at  all  like  the  measure)  to  settle  the 
>nndaries  between  Hampshire  &  York  upon  Principles  of 
^t.  If,  however,  there  is  any  Truth  in  the  Report,  I  expect 
xt  Post  will  bring  me  Notice  of  it  from  Colo.  Benson,  who 
omised  to  send  me  a  Copy  of  any  Resolutions  of  Congress 
on  this  Subject.  Your  Excellency's  most  Obed't  Very  humble 
I'v't  Micah  Townsend. 

8  Exc'y  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2807.] 

A  List  of  Articles  Jacob  Cuyler  Required  in  New  York, 

Albany  Apl.  14th  1780. 

Ir,  If  you  can  Procure  me  the  foUow'g  few  articles  for  our 

A  deliver  to  Mr.  Bloodgood  I  will  Esteem  it  as  a  Particular 

ur.     I  am,  sir,  your  most  Obedt  Serv't 

Jaco\>  Cw^\^x 
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from  said  Bam  Into  a  pice  of  woods  of  Mid  Ellaah  T«ilmase  betwu  mH  Bkfei 
mage  and  said  John  Harvey,  which  was  on  the  21  day  of  Jtine  last,  tkst  all 
Harvey  had  then  said  that  he  tock  the  said  three  Barrels  of  flovar  for  fov  (!)  \ 
was  taken  from  them  by  John  D.  Robesan ;  that  thay  had  better  take  thiB  tfem 
rals,  then  to  have  none,  and  John  Harvey  farther  aayd,  thmt  the  laM  thml 
was  there  in  the  care  of  said  John  D.  Robesan  agent,  that  aome  ttina  aStfrwmk 
Talmage  carreyd  the  said  flouer  out  of  the  said  three  Barrala  In  Baggi  iatsllil 
of  John  Harvey,  and  put  the  flouer  into  a  mail  chist  on  the  ehamber.  aol  M 
John  Harvey  had  stiched  the  Emty  Barrels  and  consealed  the  aaid  three  iHr  I 
in  the  woods,  this  Deponant  farther  says  that  Elisha  Talmage  had  adviatd  Johi  B 
so  to  do  and  farther  says  not. 

hii 
TboniaXBfl^MI 
mark 
thia  above  swar  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  Sep'r  1779. 

Rich'd  Elsselstyn,  Justice. 


Testimony  of  Elisha  Tallmaoe. 

State  of  New  York,  County  of  Albany: 

Elisha  Tallmage  of  Claverack  District  and  County  afore  said  Black  Smith. 
Deuly  Sworn  Deposeth  and  Saith  that  Sum  time  in  the  Latter  end  of  April  or  t 
in  the  year  one  thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Seventy-nine  that  John  D'k'r  B 
met  with  this  Deponent  and  this  Deponent  asked  Said  Robison  whether  he  woM 
any  Body  if  he  Should  See  them  going  with  a  few  Bushels  of  wheat  oute  of  tbi 
to  change  it  for  Indeen  com,  for  his  owne  use,  where  he  mite  have  two  Biri 
Indeen  corn  for  one  Bushel  of  wheat,  and  Said  Robteon  answered  no  unless  it  w] 
Raskel,  Such  as  Doctter  House  or  Richerd  Warner,  that  made  a  Practice  la  ! 
wheat  or  flower;  he  the  Said  Robison  Saide  that  he  wold  Seize  it  from  them  f 
a  half  Bushel ;  then  this  Deponent  asked  Said  Robison  whether  be  wold  Sein  hi 
Deponent,  if  he  was  to  See  him.  the  Deponent,  cary  oute  a  few  Busels  for  that  i 
Said  Robiaon  answerd  no;  and  the  Deponent  Saith  that  he  asked  Said  RoMsn 
did  not  want  Sum  Indeen  com.  and  Said  Robison  answered  yes.  that  he  wanted  S 
his  owne  use;  then  this  Deponent  asked  Robison  whether  he  had  Sum  wbeate;  I 
answerd  no.  then  this  Deponnit  Said  to  Robison  that  if  he  culde  get  S<'veD  ot 
Bushels  of  wheate,  the  Deponent  wold  Pay  for  the  one  half,  and  the  Ss:d  1 
Should  Pay  for  the  other  half;  and  then  the  Deponent  Said,  that  he  diJ  kro 
canch  where  he  coulde  get  two  Bushels  of  Indeen  com  for  one  Bush«l  of  »h 
Egreraont;  and  Robison  Should  hace  one  half  of  the  Indeen  corn  and  thr  IN 
the  other  half,  and  said  Robison  said  that  he  wold  try  and  Buy  Sum.  an>I  ?u: 
time  afterwards,  this  Deponent  Seen  Said  Robison.  and  asked  him  whether  be 
the  wheate;  Robison  answerd  no,  then  Said  this  Deponent  to  the  Said  Robl»4 
have  wheate  at  Hendrlck  Statts.  which  you  have  Seized  there;  let  me  bavf 
that  wheat.  Robison  answerd  and  Said  that  he  darst  not  let  him  bare  izy 
wheat,  that  if  he  was  to  U.t  him  have  any  of  that  wheate  it  wold  brins  him  i! 
Robison  into  Trouble.  Said  Robison  then  Said  that  if  he  could  com  acrot  Sm:l 
which  he  was  not  obbldged  to  Soize  or  had  not  Seized  and  could  buy  it.  hf  « 
it.  and  let  Deponent  have  it;  whereon  Said  Robison  askrd  this  DepoD>  ot  to  f 
him  and  if  he  could  flnde  any  wheat  which  he  was  not  ohbtiRed  to  Sc-iie.  *. 
wold  give  this  Deponent  a  Chance  to  buy  the  Same  and  wbold  cot  Seize  :t;  I 
not  go  nor  never  was  put  in  Practice;  that  said  Robison  tolde  this  Depocfci  ' 
had  ten  Bushels  of  wheat  at  one  John  Sllvemail's.  a  Little  South  from  Anrraic 
Said  Robison  had  agreed  for;  and  Dosl^'rd  this  Deponent  to  ft?trh  the  Sairif  • 
not  go,  and  afterwards  Said  Robison.  told  this  deponent  that  be  had  l^iz  tor  'i 
••m  Bushels  of  wheate.  and  by  his  wfatlng  so  long  the  afore  said  whfiir  »a 
afterwards,  said  Knbl&on.  asked  this  F^oponent  to  go  with  hini.  :ird  'ti 
*n  wold  gl?e  this  Deponent  the  first  chance  to  bye.  and  whold  Oii  >*« 
thia  Deponent  laf<'d  and  i<nid  that  he  thought  Robison  m<>ct  to  impr^^ 
^Jm  wheate  after  this  Deponent  had  bought,  and  afterward?  ?sld  RobiK 
!9linent  that  he  kn^w  of  a  Quantity  of  wheate  at  one  Ra9ee«  in  LiTr!!:^ 
,  which  Belonged  to  one  Tunie  Snuck.  Supposed  to  be  the  owner*  r.smf  ? 
thU  Deponent   asked   Said   RoMson  what   Quantity  of  wh^'otf  tbfir  wi 
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that  their  was  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  Sixty  Bushels;  this  Deponent  then  Said 
9  wold  go  and  hye  it.  hut  before  he  went,  he  heard  that  Said  wheat  was  sold; 
ira.  did  not  go  and  that  this  Deponent  then  Desierd  said  Robison  to  by  wheat 
"•r,  on  which  Robison  said  if  he  cold  get  any  wheate  or  flower  withoute  Seizeing 
wold  do  It;  and  afterwards  Said  Robison  asked  this  Deponent,  for  his  wagon  and 
to  fetch  Brand,  from  Cornel  Ransler's  mill,  and  this  Deponent  answerd  and  said 
soQld  have  Continantiel  wages,  that  he  wold  fetch  said  Brand,  and  said  Robison 
aid.  that  there  was  Contlnentel  flower  at  said  mill  Belonging  to  Cornel  Peter 
r«M,  and  Deeierd  Said  Deponent  to  take  up  three  Barels  of  said  flower  at  said 
nd  two  more  barels.  said  Robiso  had  at  Peter  Bains,  which  he  had  bought  and 
Lis  Deponent  that  it  wold  make  him  a  Load  and  wold  Procure  him  a  Permit  to 
the  same  to  Orate  Bearington,  for  Publick  use;  and  the  Deponent  sent  for  the 
aid  three  Barels  of  flower,  and  then  in  order  to  take  up  the  aforesaid  two  Barels 
lower,  he  went  to  the  said  Robison  and  asked  him  for  the  Permit.  Robison  said 
Id  write  one  as  the  Deponent  was  then  agoing  sum  further  in  to  the  Neighbour- 
it  should  be  ready  against  he  cam  back,  and  the  Deponent  asked  Robison  whether 
Aid  give  Permits.  Robison  said  yes.  that  any  of  the  agents  could  give  Permits, 

had  orders  from  Cornel  Peter  Van  Ness,  that  if  he  had  or  could  Procure  any 
'.  he  should  send  it  to  Grate  Baringtown,  to  Mosess  Hopkins  Esq..  for  Publick 
uid  when  the  Deponent  came  back  to  said  Robison,  he  asked  him  for  the  Permit, 
100  tben  said,  that  the  two  Barele  at  Peter  Bains  was  gon  or  stolen:  then  this 
Bent  Refused  to  cary  oute  the  flrst  three  Barels  and  did  not;  and  further  says 
he  never  was  to  have  any  Permit  from  the  said  Robison  for  any  wheate  or  flower 
»for  the  above  said  flve  Barels  of  flower:  and  further  saith  that  sum  time  in  the 
ling  of  December  last,  this  Deponent  came  to  the  House  of  Peter  Pulver  In  the 
Mr  Livelngstone  and  their  met  with  Cornel  Peter  R.  Liveingstone  and  Cornel  Peter 
Jvtlsgstone  requesed  this  Deponent,  to  give  an  Efadafet  of  sum  matters  of  what 
Ittt  betwen  this  Deponent  and  said  Robison.  conserning  the  above  said  wheate 
Inrer.  and  this  Deponent  told  him  the  said  Peter  R.  LIveing,  that  he  wold  give 
fUl.  and  said  Liveingstone  said  to  the  Deponent  that  he  only  wanted  the  princeble 
tik  and  said  LIveing  wrote  the  Deposition  in  that  sort  and  said  he  only  wanted 
iMids  of  our  Dicouee  or  Perjecttions  in  the  said  afair  of  wheate  and  flower  and 
tr  silth  not  Elistha  Tallmage. 

B  Before  me  this  20  day  of  March  1780. 
Johannls  Van  Deusen  Justice. 


[No.  2811.] 
Petition  in  Behalf  of  G\ilielmm  Moore,    April  15,  1780* 


[No.  2812.] 
James  FarrelVs  Petition  for  Pardon,    April  15,  1780.* 


[No.  2813.] 
James  Wilson's  Petition  for  Pardon,    April  15,  1780,* 
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[No.  2814.] 
Letter  from  the  Treasury  Board. 
(Circular.)  Treasury  Office  April  15th,  178 

Sir,  We  inclose  you  a  State  of  the  Tax  account  of  New  Yar 
which  we  beg  your  attention;  we  shall  be  carefnll  to  confine 
Beports  for  warrants  to  the  exact  amooint,  and  sa  large  sonu 
due  from  the  United  States  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  State,  i 
as  far  as  possible  appropriate  the  Continental  Taxes  thei 
within  the  same,  which  we  suppose  will  be  both  more  conven 
and  more  agreeable.  Cases  may  occur  in  which  this  Rule  cai 
be  adhered  to,  but  they  will  not  be  more  frequent  than  is  a 
lutely  necessary. 

The  Draftfi  lately  made  and  those  now  making,  are  intende 
discharge  as  far  as  practicable.  Debts  now  owing  from  the  Pi 
as  well  as  to  keep  the  supplies  from  failing  in  the  Interin 
the  State  Purchases  take  effect.  The  Resolution  of  Congre; 
the  18  of  March  ult.  will  shew  reason  of  including  the  Tax- 
January  and  February  1780.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
By  order  of  the  Board 

Your  Excellency's  Moet  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant 

John  Gibson,  Presii 
Hie  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr.,  Governor  of  the  ^^ta 

New  York.  

[No.  2815.] 

FINANCIAL  METHODS. 

Editor    John    Holt    <'/ i7i<  rs't    ('ontjnss    Sharphf    in    a    LitU 

fion  rnor  Clinton. 

Saturday  morning,  15"  April  1"' 

Sir,     I  shall  be  obliged  to  you.  if  you  will  send  me  a  Coj 

the  Quotas  and  Rat's  Recommended  by  C-ongress  to  the  se 
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(tho'  this  is  not  the  Case).  But  had  the  Tax  been  abaolateff 
required  in  paper  money,  the  Tories  who  have  little  or  noM  if 
it,  would  have  been  obliged  to  procure  it,  perhaps  at  an  adfiaeel 
price,  and  the  Quantity  in  Oirculation  would  have  been  leswi 
forty  Times  as  much  as  the  amount  of  the  payments  nude  it 
hard  money. 

It  has  long  been  clearly  my  opinion,  that  the  Oircalatici  d 
Gold  &  Silver  money  in  all  the  States,  ought  to  have  been  entirel; 
suppressed,  under  a  severe  penalty,  at  least  the  Forfeiture  of  til 
that  should  be  offered.  Every  objection  to  this  Scheme,  that  I 
have  been  able  to  think  of,  might  easily  be  answered.  Those  wba 
have  any  of  it  that  they  want  to  use,  particularly  Foreignen. 
might,  from  officers  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  have  been 
furnished  in  Lieu  of  their  GK>ld  &  Silver,  with  the  Value  of  it  in 
paper  money,  with  a  Security  to  return  it  again  at  the  same  Bate 
on  E^rportation;  mean  while  it  might  remain  in  the  Office,  not  to 
be  applied  to  any  other  uses.  It  also  appears  to  me  that  the 
Congress  might  have  made  the  Scheme  less  intricate;  as  it  i*. 
I  find  the  people  do  not  generally  understand  it,  or  at  least  have 
made  it  a  pretence  for  advancing  the  prices  of  every  Thing  they 
have  to  sell,  &  sinking  the  Value  of  the  paper  money  to  a  fortieth 
part  of  the  Value  of  Hard  money.  The  Effect  it  has  upon  mj 
Business,  is  such,  that  I  frequently  hesitate  whether  it  is  best  for 
me  to  continue  it  or  not.  The  increasing  Wages  demanded  by  my 
people,  without  end  or  Limitation,  the  enormous  &  continued  ad- 
vance upon  every  article  either  for  living  or  Business,  &  tbe 
great  Difficulty  in  procuring  paper  &  the  Distance  of  bringiBg  it. 
are  extremely  perplexing.  If  I  pay  Wages  &  procure  necessaries 
at  the  present  ratee,  my  money  will  presently  be  exhausted.  ^ 
lall  not  have  sufficient  to  purchase  20  Reams  of  paper,  tor 
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which  I  must  send  at  least  as  far  as  New  Haven,  and  hire  a  Car- 
riage to  bring  it  np.  My  present  Stock  of  Paper  is  nearly  ex- 
hausted, &  I  am  much  at  a  loss  what  to  do. 

If  the  Scheme  of  the  Congress  has  its  natural  Effect,  it  will  I 
think  increase  the  Value  of  the  paper  money  at  least  one  Twelfth 
part  every  month.  But  on  the  Contrary,  we  And  it  depreciates 
faster  than  ever.  I  impute  this  to  several  Causes,  One  is  the 
practices  of  those  specious  Villains  lurking  among  us,  who  studi- 
ously watch  every  oppertunity  to  defeat  every  salutary  measure 
the  Friends  of  America  can  propose  for  its  benefit;  another,  the 
late  act  for  seizing  the  Surplus  Wheat  in  every  one's  Hand, 
which  is  to  be  paid  for  at  the  highest  current  price.  The  owners 
of  this  Wheat,  therefore,  are  exerting  themselves  to  raise  Wheat 
to  an  extravagant  price,  that  they  may  obtain  that  price  for  their 
Wheat  that  has  been  seized.  Another  is  a  misapprehension,  or 
pretended  misapprehension,  of  the  Resolutions  of  Congress,  which 
is  generally  interpreted  bb  authorizing  the  Depreciation  of  paper 
Dollars  to  a  fortieth  part  of  the  Value  of  Silver  ones. 

As  to  this  last  article,  I  propose  to  put  the  matter  in  a  clearer 
Light  than  it  stands  in  the  Resolutions  of  Congress,  so  that  it 
may  be  more  generally  understood  by  the  Common  people;  and 
for  this  purpose  I  want  the  Regulations  before  mentioned.  I 
did  not  read  them  over,  but  I  am  told  wheat  is  therein  rated  at 
60  Dollars  Pr.  Bushel,  and  the  Rule  on  which  this  price  is  cal- 
culated is,  that  wheat  being  risen  to  double  its  usual  price,  that 
is  12/  P  Bushel,  in  hard  money  Forty  Times  that  Sum  is  to  be 
paid  in  paper  money. 

I  confess  I  cannot  see  the  Reason  of  this  advance  upon  Silver 
money,  which  in  effect  is  rating  it  at  double  the  Value  of  the 
proposed  new  Emission;  for  60  Dollars  paper  money,  carried  to 
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[No.  2816.] 
Tryon  County,  in  the  Vicinity  of  Little  FalUy  in  a  State  of  Terror. 

Albany,  15th  Aprill  1780. 

Sir,  You  have,  inclosed,  an  abstract  of  a  Letter  from  Major 
Fonda  and  Yates;  the  Substance  of  this  Letter  with  the  former 
account  from  Scheensbury  and  now  at  Harpersfield  (the  Last  I 
Presume  you  have  in  Van  Schajck's  Letter)  Indicate  no  Peace 
(Abram  &  Johennis  Kryn  not  yet  Returned)  but  on  the  Con- 
trary Treatten  a  desultory  campain.  It  will,  therefore,  be 
necessary,  and  that  soon  that  som  step  be  taken  to  give  Con- 
fidence in  the  People  or  they  will  fly  from  Place  to  place  and 
Ruin  one  an  other.  Mr.  Duer  who  is  now  in  the  city  tells  me 
that  the  Inhabitents  of  Scheensbury,  all  except  two,  have  Peti- 
tiond  the  Vermonters  to  Protect  them,  that  this  state  would  or 
did  not;  be  this  as  it  may,  the  People  on  the  Fronteers  must  be 
eaported  or  they  will  move. 

I  am  afraid  Congress  will  not  Provide  for  our  800,  if  so,  what 
can  be  done  with  Genl.  Washington;  we  had  a  Report  here  that 
a  Brigade  was  to  be  dispersed  on  the  Fronteers.  Mr.  Tayler,  I 
am  Informed,  has  a  letter  wherein  you  Refer  him  to  a  Letter 
TOO  wrote  me  with  a  New  York  News  Paper  Enclosed,  which  I 
have  not  Received.    I  suppose  it  is  to  come  by  water. 

The  Resolve  of  Congress  wether  it  is  the  best  step  that  could 
have  been  taken  with  the  mony  I  know  not  but  this  I  am  clear 
in,  that  some  step  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  this  gave  a 
great  deal  of  noise  in  the  begining  but  it  decreases.  Indeed 
some  that  were  very  noysy  are  now  Converted  and  Quiet  and  so 
is  Tour  very  Humble  Ser't  Ab'm  Yates,  Jun. 

Gov.  Clinton. 
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Extract  of  a  I^etter  I>ated  Palatine,  April  Tth,  1780. 

''On  Tuesday  last  a  party  of  Tories  and  Indimns  fell  ii  M 
Reimensnyder's  Bush,  bnmt  one  Grist  Mill  and  CaptiTated  wm- 
teen  men ;  it  is  needless  to  mention  their  names,  as  I  am  eoa- 
vinced  you  know  none  of  the  people — ^this  lieavj  Stroke  mike« 
oar  Loss  in  the  whole  to  be  already  25  men — since  mine  of  ITtk 
of  last  month  above  fifty  Families  have  moTed  into  the  interior 
parts  of  the  County — this  last  stroke  breaks  up  the  fine  Settle- 
ments  in  Beimensnyder's  Bush,  in  Consequence  of  which  56  more 
Families  move  in,  and  many  more  are  upon  the  move  from  other 
parts — consider,  dear  Sir,  what  Distress  this  must  inevitably 
brinjf  on  the  County,  and  what  the  Consequence  will  be.  if 
Troops  are  not  sent  to  our  relief;  by  intercepted  Letters  to  Tt)rie8 
in  this  County  we  Learn,  that  the  Enemy  intend  to  come  against 
us  in  force  for  the  Total  Destruction  of  this  devoted  County." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  Dated  Cagnewage  12th  Aprill  1780.  "It 
seems  as  if  our  County  is  not  minded  or  notice  taken  of  1  think 
to  move  out  of  it  soon." 


[No.  2817.] 

Want  of  F*y>d  and  Funds  Intensifies  the  SUuation  in  the  f  p/K»r  /'"^ 

of  Tryon  County, 

Albany  April  loth  n>«' 

Sir,  Since  I  did  myself  the  Honor  to  write  to  your  Excellem? 

on  the  subject  of  the  Indians  taken  &  killed  near  Sacondago.  io 

Tryon  County,  I  have  received  accounts  that  nineteen  of  the  In- 

liahitnnts,  in  the  upiHT  jviirt  of  Tryon  County,  have  be<»n  ma^it^ 

prJHoncrH  &  carried  ofT  by  the  Savajje.^:  &  that  on  the  7th,  Eleven 

were  taken  &  thret*  killed,  at  a  small  settlement  on  Harpers-field. 

veen  Scholiarry  &  the  Susqnahanna;  from  those  &  the  former 
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Depredations,  it  haa  become  highly  necessary  that  our  Frontiers 
should  be  well  Guarded.  General  Ten  Broeck  has  for  that  pur- 
pose ordered  out  Detachments  of  militia,  but  their  march  mu«t 
at  present  be  delayed  for  the  want  of  provision;  such  is  the  low 
state  of  our  magazines  that  but  very  small  supplies  can  be  drawn 
from  them  at  present,  &  I  cannot  help  to  express  myself  feelingly 
on  this  occasion. 

The  Purchasing  Commissarys  in  this  quarter,  have  not  during 
the  course  of  last  Winter  been  enabled  to  purchase  provision 
for  the  want  of  money,  nor  are  they  yet  for  the  want  of  money, 
enabled  to  lay  in  supplies  from  which  it  appears  that  the  small 
Quantity  of  provisions  at  present  in  store,  &  which  only  serves 
the  present  Exigence  will  soon  be  exhausted.  I  have  made  a 
representation  of  this  to  the  Commander  in  chief,  &  hope  from 
an  Ernest  desire  I  have  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontier  set- 
tlements, that  a  speedy  remedy  may  be  devised,  so  as  to  enable 
us  to  protect  either  by  militia  or  otherwise  our  Frontiers  from 
the  Incursions  of  the  Enemy.  I  am  with  every  sentiment  of  re- 
spect &  esteem,  your  Elxcellencies  most  obedient  servant 

G.  V  Schaick. 
Governour  Clinton. 


[No.  2818.] 

ALARM  AND  TERROR  IN  TRYON  COUNTY. 

Testimony  Shotcing  Not  Only  the  Exposed  Condition  of  the  Frontier, 

but  the  Sufferings  of  the  Inhabitants  for  the  Common  Necessaries 

of  Life. 

Albany  15th  April  1780. 

Sir,   On   Receipt   of  your  Excellency's   Favour  of  the  27th 

Ultimo,  I  waited  on  Colonel  Van  Schaick  to  consult  what  was 
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b#*st  ro  he  dime  for  rhe  General  Sei'iirity  of  the  diiferent  Setlie- 
menrs  on  rhe  XorThem  and  Western  Frontiers,  the  8itiiatkMi 
of  whieh  are  rrnly  diHrresHinf;  as  vonr  Excellency  will  tiDd  by 
rhe  inelo»e<l  Letters  and  Papers  re<*eived  from  Collo.  Klock  and 
r'ollo.  Vponian. 

The  Indian  Letter  from  Joseph  Brandt*  I  hare  not  hetn  able 
ro  ^et  rranslateiL  ^JoLonei  Van  !^*haick  has  wrote  to  and  re 
<]neste<i  Mr.  Kinrkland  who  lives  at  Stockbridge  to  trans  ate  it: 
as  Hoon  as  it  is  done  I  will  send  it  to  voar  Excellency. 

I  have  ordereti  one  ei;:hth  part  of  ^'olonel  Yates*  RejrinifUt 
to  Hkeensborough  to  relieve  the  <iiiard  at  that  place  from  Collo. 
Webster's  Rejriment,  and  have  directed  Colonel  Vroman  to  plact 
small  Guards  out  of  his  Regiment  in  the  Forts  at  Schohary  and 
r'obus  KilL  and  to  keep  out  Sprouts  constantly.  Collo.  Klwk 
has  placed  small  Guards  at  the  several  Forts  in  Tryon  Countr. 

I  see  the  necessity  of  order in«r  part  of  my  Brigade  to  the 
Frontiers  and  had  in  my  own  Mintl  determined  on  sendiog  t»ne 
♦-ijrhrh   parr  immediately,  ahour  -Oo   Men  to  Sihohary,  2<n>  t'^ 
Tryon  ^'onnry,  an<l  aljout  -MO  to  the  Northward.     Colonel  Vau 
Hrhairk  is  in  Sentiment  with  me:  it   would  ease  the  Minds  oi 
the  Frontier  Inhabitants,  affonl  them  some  Securitv  and  prevmt 
their  breakinjjr  up  their  St-triemeuts.  but  I  am  unhappy  to  inform 
your  PIxrellenry  that  there  is  a  real  S<*arcity  of  Provisions  in 
this  i^inarter.     I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  incloseti  T'opy  of 
a  r^ftter  from  Mr.  </ommissary  Cuyler  to  me  on  that  Subjnt. 
1  am  informed  there  is  no  other  Provisions  in  Tryon  Couuiy 
bat  such  as  is  destined  and  laid  in   for  the  Garrison  of  Fort 
'er;  sliould  this  f>e  taken  for  th»»  Militia  as  this  is  ail  th»'V 
iejHMid  nn  that  <Jarrison  must  be  exceedinglv  distresseil 
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These  Matters  considered,  the  Colonel  advises  me  not  to  call 
out  the  Militia  at  present;  I  have,  therefore,  deferred  issuing 
my  orders  untill  I  shall  receive  your  Excellency's  farther  Direc- 
tions. With  great  Esteem  I  remain  your  Excellency's  most 
Obedient  humble  Serv't  Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton 


Colonel  Klock  to  Colonel  Van  Schaick. 

April  the  5th  1780. 

Sir,  Last  Monday  the  3d  Instant  about  Forty  of  the  Enemy 

broke  out  at  Remsnyder's  Bush  and  took  Nineteen  of  our  People 

Prisoners  and  burnt  a  Mill.    The  same  Day  seven  more  of  them 

made  their  Appearance  at  Sackandaga  Block  House,  which  was 

pnrsued  by  seven  of  our  Men  and  overtaken  the  Fourth  Day  and 

our  People  has  killed  Five  out  of  the  Seven ;  the  other  Two  was 

bunting,  they  were  not  by  the  rest;  Us  and  Remsnyder's  Bush 

People  moves  all  away  (except  a  few  that  lives  in  a  Fort  there 

wbere  I  have  kept  a  small  Guard).    Therefore,  if  we  dont  get 

People  soon  to  assist  us  here  we  cannot  pretend  to  stand  it. 

Hopes  you'l  do  what  lays  in  your  Power  to  get  Troops  to  ly  on 

tbis  River.     We  have  pursued  this  Party  that  took  the  above 

Prisoners  about  Five  and  Twenty  Miles;  could  not  further  for 

^ant  of  Snow  Shoes.     Sir  I  am  your  humble  Serv't 

Jacob  Klock  Colonel. 
Collo.  Goose  Van  Schaick. 

(Copy) 
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Colonel  Vromax  to  General  Ten  Broeck. 

Schoharr  April  12t]i  1780. 
D>  General.  Inclosed  von  have  the  Examination  of  Walter 
Elliot,  a  Lener  from  Capt.  Harper  to  his'Wife*  and  one  froa 
Joseph  Brandt  in  Indian.    Woold  be  glad  to  have  the  Conteiti 
of  Brandt's  Letter  by  the  retaming  Express  if  yon  can  get  it 
translated  into  English;  also  please  to  direct  me  what  I  nut 
do  with  the  Weomen  alld  Children  of  the  Persons  taken  and 
killed;  five  of  the  Familys  are  in  this  Place,  who  are  all  belpleii 
and  no  way  to  be  supported  unless  it  be  out  of  the  Public  Store. 
David  Brown's  Wife  has  sent  word  to  me  to  fetch  her  ont  is 
soon  as  possible  for  she  had  nothing  to  live  upon  save  a  baif 
a  8chipple  of  Indian  Meal,  which  was  brought  her  by  a  Neigh- 
bour and  has  five  Children  to  support.     I  have  ordered  a  part 
of  my  Regiment  into  the  Forts  at  this  place,  and  expect  yoor 
Orders  by  the  Bearer  as  I  dont  know  how  to  Act  as  the  old 
Militia  Law  is  out  of  Force.     I  am  D'r  General  your  homble 
S«TV*t  Peter  Vroman. 

i^-neral  Ten  Broeck. 

<Copy.)  


Examination  of  Walter  Elliot. 

That  on  Friday  the  7th  of  April  a  party  of  Indians  com 
iiiiindf-d  by  Joseph  Brandt,  lU  whitif  Men  and  Indians,  canie  t«^ 
Hiir[»f'rs  Field  about  12  Miles  distant  from  Braokabieu,  auJ 
killed  three,  and  took  Captain  Harper  and  Eleven  M«>i>^ 
rrisoner.**,  und  said  Walter  Elliot  was  taken  and  kept  almost 
^uur  hays  and  ihnM*  Nijj;lits.     Those  people  taken  being  gonti 

*re  to  make  Su^^ar.     Tin-  [larty  that  took  them  was  designetJ 

be   letter   from    Captain    Harper    tc    ^is    wife    will    &e    fouod    on    pafe   S79.— 6TAT1 
rOlUAN. 
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or  Schohary  but  happening  to  fall  upon  that  place,  those  poor 
People  became  a  Victim  for  them.     Schohary  12th  April  1780. 
(Copy.)  Walter  Elliot. 

N.  B.  The  Persons  who  are  taken  and  killed  were  as  follows: 
Dapt.  Alexander  Harper,  Lieut.  John  Henry,  William  Lamb  and 
Son,  David  Brown  and  his  three  Sons,  Izra  Sarp,  Freegift 
Patchin,  Isaac  Patchin  &  William  Trumbull  a  Soldier  belonging 
to  Collo.  Van  Schaick's  Regt.  Those  killed  were  Major  Thomas 
Henry  and  Lieut.  James  Henry  of  Collo.  Harper's  Regt.  and 
William  Stephens.  The  Party  informed  the  Examinent  that  the 
Flag  that  was  seent  to  Niagara  woud  be,  detained  Prisoners 
there  till  their  Return;  five  white  Men  were  with  the  Party 
Vi«t.  Hendrick  Nellis,  Archibald  Thompson,  Benjamin  Begraft, 
William  Smith  and  Henry  Huffson. 

•[Mr.  Holt  can  publish  such  extracts  of  the  aforego'g  as  he 
may  think  proper  (except  the  latter  Paragraph  as  far  as  it  re- 
spects the  Detention  of  the  Flag  which  for  certain  Reasons  had 
better  not  be  published).  Since  receiv'g  the  above,  other  ac- 
counts (which  however  have  not  been  authenticated)  say  that 
Capt.  Harper  &  the  above  Party  had  effected  their  Escape  & 
^ere  returned  home;  they  killed  a  part  of  the  Guard  who  had 
them  in  Charge  &  put  the  rest  to  flight.  Mr.  Holt  will  return 
this  when  he  has  done  w'th  it.] 


Colonel  Cutler's  Gloomy  Communication. 

Albany  14th  April  1780. 
Sir,  Your  Letter   of  this  Day's  Date  is  now  before  me.     I  can- 
not help  speaking  feelingly  on  the  Distresses  in  which  the  Com- 

*nie  matter  in  bimckets  is  in  Governor  Clinton's  handwriting  and  would  indicate  that 
^  gorernor   had   complied    wltih   the   request   of   Editor   Holt,    see   page   626.— Statb 

RUTOSIAN. 
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Danger  to  which  the  Inhabitants  are  exposed,  are  truely  dis- 
tressing, &  our  Embarassments  under  these  Circumstances  are 
greatly  increased  by  the  State  of  the  public  Magazines,  which  if 
they  contain  but  a  bare  Competency  for  the  Garrison  of  Port 
Schuyler  as  you  mention,  forbids  our  drawing  from  them  supplies 
for  the  Militia  which  may  [be]  called  out  for  their  Protection. 
It  is,  however,  absolutely  &  indispensibly  necessary  that  some 
Measure  be  immediately  taken  for  the  Security  of  the  Frontier 
Settlements  to  prevent  their  being  abandoned'  &  destroyed,  and 
there  ie  no  other  in  our  Power  untill  the  Troops  intended  for  that 
Service  can  be  raised,  for  which  Purpose  I  transmitted  you  my 
orders  on  Thursday  last,  but  that  of  ordering  out  such  Detach- 
ments of  the  Militia  as  may  be  competent  for  the  Purpose  to  take 
their  own  Provissions  with  them  to  be  relieved  at  short  Periods. 
This  is  what  I  have  ordered  in  West  Chester,  Orange  &  Ulster 
Counties,  &  Burthensome  as  it  realy  is,  the  Necessity  of  the 
Case  has  engaged  a  chearful  Compliance  in  those  Counties,  with 
the  Measure  &  proper  Detachments  are  now  out.  You  are  sensi- 
ble, Sir,  that  on  this  Emergency  there  is  no  alternative  ♦  ♦  « 
to  obtain  competent  Supplies  of  Provisions  in  our  public  Stores 
for  this  Service,  yet  to  wait  for  such  Event  of  w^hich  there  is  but 
little  prospect  might  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  Conse- 
qnences.     I  am.  Sir,  &c.  [G.  C] 

P.  S.  If  any  Person  can  be  found  to  undertake  the  furnish'g 
the  militia  w'th  Provisions  I  will  readily  issue  a  warr't  on  the 
Treasury  for  a  Sum  of  money  for  the  Purpose,  tho'  from  its  ex- 
hausted State,  I  have  but  little  Hopes  that  my  warr't  will  be  com- 
plied with.  If  the  militia  provide  their  own  Provisions  they 
must  be  p'd  the  full  value  of  it. 
[To  Gen.  Ten  Broeck.] 
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[No.  2820.] 

Exposed  Settlements  to  be  Furnished  uith  Formid(Me  Owiri$, 

Ponkeepsie  17th  April  ITSO. 

Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  yonr  Letter  of  the  ISA 
Instant.    The  dieagreable  Accounts  I  contimie  daily  to  rewst 
from  the  Frontiers  confirm  me  in  the  Opinion  I  had  formed  of  the 
Necessity  of  having  formidable  Guards  at  the  diflferent  eipo8«l 
Settlem'ts.    I  am,  therefore,  extreamly  unhappy  to  learn  that 
the  Detachments  which  I  had  directed  to  be  called  out  for  tbis 
Service  have  been  delayed  by  the  exhausted  State  of  our  pnbllt 
Magazines.     I  sincerely  wish  to  facilitate  the  obtaining  of  ade- 
quate Supplies  of  Provission  &  if  any  Measure  caa  be  pointed  oot 
in  which  I  can  possibly  promote  this  necessary  Business  it  shall 
be  immediately  complied  with.     If  from  this  unhappy  Circum- 
stance the  Frontier  Settlements  shoud  be  totally  neglected  the 
most  mellancholy  Consequences  are  to  be  apprehended.    I  have. 
therefore,  advised  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  to  order  out  Competent  De 
taohmems  of  Militia  for  their  Defence  to  take  their  owb  Pp^ 
vission  with  them  &  to  be  relieved  at  short  Periods  untill  tbt 
Troops  to  be  rais^  for  that  Service  can  be  embodied.    Tli:5 
Measure  was  proiK>st'd  to  Ulster  &  Orange  &  W.  Chester  CouDti« 
&  distressing  as  it  is  it  was  ohearfully  complied  with.    I  took 
the  lilK-ny  of  incl«»sing  my  Orders  for  raising  the  Levies  for  the 
Frontier  Servi.  ^  to  you  ou  Thur^ay  last  and  forwarded  them 
by  Mr.  CopjMrTuall  of  T^rou  County  which  I  trust  have  come^af^ 
10  Hand.     1  am  J^o.  [G.  C] 

To  Col.  Van  Sohaiok.' 
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[No.  2821.] 

fotemor  Clinton  Brings  the  Harpersfield  Affair  to  Colonel  Cantine'a 

Attention. 

Pokeepsie,  17th  April  1780.  7  O'Clock  P.  M. 
Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  informed  by  Express  from  Genl.  Ten 
Broeck  that  on  the  7th  Instant,  a  Party  of  19  of  the  Enemy  com- 
posed of  Indians  &  Tories,  commanded  by  Brandt  appeared  at 
Harpers  Field,  made  Capt.  Harper  &  13  other  Persons  Prisoners 
&  killed  Major  &  Lent.  Henry  &  one  other  Person.  A  Letter 
wrote  by  Capt.  Harper  to  his  wife  is  dated  at  Delaware  8th  Apl. 
I  give  you  the  earliest  Information  of  this  unhappy  Affair  that 
you  may  take  every  necessary  Precaution  &  be  prepared  to  oppose 
any  Attempt  that  may  be  made  ag't  your  Quarter.  You  will 
please  to  forward  a  Copy  of  this  to  the  Guards  at  Miniesinck  & 

the  intermediate  Posts.     I  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.  C. 

To  Colo.  Cantine  or  OflBcer  Commanding  the  Detachm't  of 

Militia  on  the  Frontiers  of  Ulster  County. 


[No.  2822.] 

Governor  Clinton  Promises  General  Security  to  the  Frontiers  as 
Soon  as  Necessary  Orders  Can  he  Executed. 

Poughkeepsie  April  17th  1780. 

Sir,  After  the  Departure  of  Mr.  Lighthall  from  this  Place  to 

^^nl.  Washington,  I  rec'd  the  Resolution  of  Congress  whereby 

they  engage  to  pay  &  subsist  the  Troope  directed  to  be  raised  by 

the  Legislature  for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers.    As  my  Orders 

^or  the  rais'g  of  those  Troops  are  issued  &  were  forwarded  to  you 

^y  Mr.  Coppemall,  I  have  only  to  add  that  you  may  rest  assured 
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ppdered  oat  for  15  Days  Each,  on  Rotation  of  duty,  untill  they  air 

Urieved  by  the  guards  now  to  bee  raised,  and  they  paying  thair 

j^posion  agreeable  to  thair  surcumstanees  for  rasing  the  same. 

Bind  you  whill  Oblidge  your  Humble  Sarv't 

Samuel  Drake. 
Excellency  Gk)rge  Clinton. 


The  Governor's  Reply. 

P.  20th  Apl.  1780. 

Dear  Sir,     I  have  rec'd  yours  of  the  17th  Inst,  by  Capt.  Dela- 

"wn  with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  the  Subject  to  which  it  re- 

'  Ittes.    The  Want  of  Provission  is  an  insurmountable  Obstacle  & 

1^1  I  fear,  prevent  your  exactly  pursuing  the  System  I  at  first 

conceived  most  adviseable  for  the  general  Defence  of  your  Fron- 

tiere,  &  will  justify  in  this  Case  your  adopting  any  other  practi- 

:  table  one  cond[uc]ive  to  the  Safety  of  the  Country  &  shall  be 

I  agreed  upon  by  you  &  the  other  Commanding  OflScers  of  Begts. 

I   in  your  County  until  the  Men  intended  for  this  Service  can  be 

«mboded,  which  I  wish  may  be  accomplished   with  the   utmost 

Dispatch.     Yours  [G.  C] 

(To  Col.  Samuel  Drake.] 

[No.  2825.] 
Captain  Elijah  Hunter's  Serious  Charge  Against  Colonel  Holmes, 

Bedford,  April  17th  1780. 
S'r,  Some  Days  ago,  as  I  was  Riding  from  my  house  to  Horse 
^'^k,  in  Company  with  Capt.  Jonathan  Piatt  in  Discourse  about 
Ool.  James  Holmes,  he  told  me  that  he  thot  till  lately,  that  he 
come  out  as  Friend  to  bis  Countrj',  but  he  beleavd  him  to  be  a 
^end  to  Goverment  now,  and  after  Considerable  Discourse  I  led 
^^  to  give  me  his  Reasons,  which  were  as  Follows:  he  says  that 
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Col.  Holmes  has  sent  of  his  Papers  and  Cloathing,  and  that  a 
from  Duchefi  County  had  been  down  and  brot  the  News  of  it  ni 
that  Col.  Holmes  had  sent  to  him  to  Prepare  a  Boat  at  Horn 
Neck  or  Stanford  to  set  him  across,  if  he  should  come  down,  M 
it  has  not  as  yet  been  Complyed  with. 

The  above  are  the  Facts  as  I  Reseavd  them;  you  who  areci 
the  spot  who  are  acquainted  with  his  Condact  are  Capable  <i( 
judging  of  the  Truth  of  it. 

As  I  had  no  Personal  Knowledge  of  this  myself,  I  give  you  my 
anther,   but   I   hope  great  Caution  may  be  taken  if  you  shonM 
make  any  alteration  of  his  Situation,  as  it  might  perhaps  be  ms-  j 
pected  that  I  must  of  given  some  Information;  since  I  saw  too 
last  I  have  seen  him  by  his  Peticular  Desire  and  at  that  time  he 
Conseavd  me  to  be  a  Friend  to  goverment.     But  from  every  part 
of  his  Conversation  he  appeard  to  me  that  he  come  in  with  a 
Design  to  stay  in  the  Country  and  a  Retired  Life  in  some  Re- 
mote Part  of  the  Country  sei^md  to  be  his  L>esire.     But  he  a)*- 
peard  to  me  that  he  was  Raiher  Delorius  or  Bewildenl  ai^be 
did  not  appear  to  b<*  any  thing  likt*  the  man  he  once  was.  when  I 
was  there,  so  that  1  had  no  Reason  lo  think  but  what  he  ment 
hont'St;  when  I  was  there  and  told  him  I  would  Indevour  to  assi?^ 
him,  but  God  knows  his  heart  and  as  a  Friend  to  my  Country  1 
let  yon  know  his  Conduct  as  far  as  it  comes  to  my  KnowWg^- 
1  leave  your  Exeellensy  to  jndjxt*  of  the  Propriety  of  the  Maitfr 
and  shall  ever  Remain  your  sins*^ar  and  hearty  Friend 

Elijah  Hunter. 

I  make  no  Doubt  but  you  might  of  heard  many  Diflfer 
lea  about  me  to  my  Prejudice,  but  I  hope  and  Beleav< 
you  hear  what  you  will,  you  will  not  Beleave  ihem  lil 

from  me.  as  there  are  some  False  stories  now  Sircniat 
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hout  the  least  Oouler  or  groonds  for,  and  made  by  People 
?  my  enemies,  because  I  despise  the  Prinsipal  of  Plunder- 
taking  Contrarey  to  law,  which  is  Continually  done  here, 
r  some  of  our  majestrates  which  I  look  upon  Despisable 
yes  of  God  and  man.    I  Beleave,  I  can  ever  answer  to  God 

Country  for  the  Rectitude  of  my  Conduct  in  this  Presant 
?  between  Great  Brittin  and  this  Country,  and  am  sorry 

not  Conseave  my  Servises'  of  that   Consequence   which 
entlemen  due. 
cellensy  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2826.] 
Certificate  in  Favor  of  Thomas  Palmerton* 


[No.  2827.] 
Certificate  in  Fav>or  of  James  Heady 9  Jr.* 


[No.  2828.] 
lations,  dc,  in  Favor  of  William  Moore,  a  Criminnly  Under 
Hentence  of  Death  * 


[No.  2829.] 
Affidavit  in  Jivhalf  of  William  M(X)re,* 


[No.  2830.] 

in  Behalf  of  William  CuHelmus  Moore  hy  His  Orandmothery 
Mary  Griffen* 


41 
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,te  as  the  last  did  especially  to  the  Northward,  if  Sup- 
D  be  furnished  for  the  army*  To  the  Southward,  I  fear 
II  make  an  extensive  penetration  into  South  Carolina,  for 
lo  great  hopes  that  the  troops  in  Charlestown  will  be  able 
*  eflfectuall  opposition.  I  wish  they  may  not  be  caged; 
well  there  on  the  21t  ult.  but  a  private  letter  of  a  later 
rises  that  the  Roebuck  had  i>assed  the  bar  and  would  have 
mon  on  board  in  ten  hours.  If  this  is  fact,  we  shall  soon 
me  serious  Intelligence  from  thence. 

Excellency  James  Robertson  Esquiro  Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief 
rer  tlie  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon  in 
?hancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same,  and  Major  General  of  his  Majesty's 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
g  having  been  graciously  pleased  to  honor  me  with  the  oare  of  a  Province, 
a  long  Residence,  I  have  contracted  an  Esteem  for  come,  and  an  Affection 
of  its  Inhabitants,  I  proceed  with  great  Pleasure  to  announce  his  benevolent 

Majesty's  wish,  by  the  Revival  of  the  civil  Authority,  to  prove  to  all  the 
nd  Provinces,  that  it  is  not  his  Design  to  govern  America  by  Military  Law. 
they  are  to  enjoy  all  the  Benefits  of  a  local  Legislation  and  their  former 
m. 

End  I  have  brought  out  the  Royal  Appointments  for  forming  the  Council, 
ying  the  Places  of  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Chief  Justice.  And  in  concur- 
I  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  British  Forces,  who  is  also  his  Majesty's 
□er  for  restoring  Peace  to  the  Colonies,  I  shall,  as  erpeedily  as  the  publick 

will  permit,  give  order  for  opening  the  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  convening 
bly;  and  in  general  proceed  to  the  Execution  of  the  Powers  reposed  in  me, 
ee  Course  and  complete  Re-E>Btabli8hment,  both  of  the  Legislative  and  £^- 
ithority. 

rreat  Satisfaction  in  the  Anticipation  of  that  happy  Day,  when  Relations, 
id  Fellow-Citizens,  having  dismissed  their  gloomy  Apprehensions,  shall  re- 
ach other,  and  return  to  the  Offices,  Pleasures  and  Employments  of  Peace, 
try  with  your  antient  Priviledges,  will  then  participate  in  an  extensive  com- 
I  be  exempted  from  all  Taxations  not  imposed  by  yourselves, 
nect  you  regularly  in  General  Assembly,  for  the  Restoration  of  mutual  Con- 
d  the  Remedying  of  private  as  well  as  public  EJvils,  I  pledge  myself  to  Men 
mea  in  every  Part  of  the  Province,  that  it  is  the  compassionate  Desire  of 
■eign  and  of  the  Parent  Country,  to  unite  in  Affection  as  in  Interest,  with 
PS  planted  by  her  Hand,  and  which  have  long  flourished  under  her  care — 
ug^estions  of  her  Intention  to  impair  their  Rights  and  Priviledges,  are  the 
lice  and  Faction,— and  that  every  Insinuation  made  by  the  domestic  Enemies 
ritain.  of  her  being  disposed  to  abandon  the  Provinces  to  internal  Anarchy; 
ischiefs  of  their  Jarring  Interests  and  Claims,  or  to  the  fraudulent  and  am- 
w«  of  foreign,  popish  and  arbitrary  Powers  (of  whom  your  Fathers  had  a 
irtuouB  Jealousy)  is  equally  false  and  malicious. 

?rself.  under  a  Constitution  which  is  the  Envy  and  Admiration  of  surround- 
».  she  wishes  to  include  In  one  comprehensive  System  of  Felicity,  all  the 
it  a  Stock,  intimately  connected  by  the  Ties  of  Language,  Manners,  Laws, 
labitB.   Interests,  Religion  and  Blood. 

with  the  ingenuous'  Thousands  of  America,  who  are  irreconcileable  to  the 
Separation,   so  inauspious   to  yourselves,    as   well   as   all   the  Rest  ot  'Jomx 
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The  Enemy  have  published  one  of  my  Letters  which  th^ 
from  Mr.  Crane  at  Pai-amus;  one  to  your  Ezcellencj,  tMl 
Mrs.  Schuyler  &  a  thii-d  to  Colo.  Lewis  ha^e  not  yet  apfiau 
print;  their  view  in  publishing  mine  appears  to  be  to  iB» 
to  their  friends  that  we  were  under  some  difficulty  with  n 
to  our  Finances,  for  it  othewise  afforded  them  little  cobnI 

Maryland  &  Delawar  continue  unrepresented,  so  that  the 
mont  business  still  hangs  by  the  Eyelids.        4 

Mr.  Livingston  is  gone  into  Jersey.    I  am  one  of  a  conu 


Fellow  Subjects  in  the  other  Quarters  of  the  world,  that  the  Few  who  b»i< 
Means  to  acquire  a  Sway  in  the  Managment  of  your  affairs,  have  been  avt.rh  ; 
uniting  System  of  Policy,  and  studiously  shunned  the  Paiha  to  Harzcony  u.i  Fa 

But  it  is  not  my  Aim  to  call  them  to  a  hopeless  and  mortifying  Review  cf  ibi 
duct.  Can  they  want  Evidence  at  this  Day.  of  the  Detestation  of  their  Meaft 
an  incnasing  Majority  of  their  own  Countrymen?  And  having  every  Tbiof 
from  their  exhausted  Patience.  I  warn  them  to  desist  from,  any  future  Atte 
n*strain  and  seduce  the  Loyalty  of  others,  and  wisely  to  provide  against  tbelr 
ment.  by  signalizing  themselves,  as  heretofore  in  exciting,  so  now  in  closiof  tt 
of  their  intollerable  Calamities.  And  1  hereby  give  the  strongest  A8BurvaD(e 
fectual  Countenance,  Protection  and  Support  to  all  Persons  who  avail  tbemi 
the  Proclamation  issued  by  bis  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  dated  at  June 
the  third  Day  of  March. 

Less  inclined  to  reproach  than  to  conciliate,  to  aggravate  than  to  forget.  ( 
Guilt  of  those,  who,  privy  to  the  repeated  calls  of  Great  Britain  to  Frincdiiil 
Terms  ade^tuate  to  the  Desire  and  Expectation  of  their  constltut-nts.  yet  rovi 
forbore  to  reveal  them,  that  they  might  with  the  greater  Ease.  prv#«  t):^  tT.t 
mlty  of  foreign  Foes,  to  the  Aid  of  their  own  Ambition  and  Avarice.  1  fxhort 
set'k  an  Early  Kcfiigc  in  the  abundant  clemency  of  the  crown,  from  the  Perils 
they  have  exposed  themselves,  by  Measure*  fraudulently  concerted  ted  tr 
tnforced.  and  affordicg  by  the  complicated  Miseries  they  have  bnou^ht  up 
(.ou;:try.  and  the  mighty  Ruin  still  impending,  irresistable  Evidecc*?  of  the  F 
Malignancy  of  the  councils  by  which  its  affairs  have  been  conducted. 

ToTRard*  redrcssicp  the  Disorders,  arising  from  the  Loss  or  want  of  Chi 
reLommezid  it  to  all  concerntd.  to  apply  without  Delay  in  the  ordiLary  Co 
Charttr£>.  wh:oh  shall  bo  granted  a9  soon  as  Civil  Authority  tak^^  Plare 

.\s  to  the  Public  Books  of  Records,  so  important  to  your  Titles  and  Estat 
Parts  of  tiic  Colony,  aud  formerly  lodced  in  the  Secretaries  Office,  I  und*rrt 
they  wore  .separated  from  the  Refct  by  the  provident  circumspection  of  my  Pre 
whosv  Mor:i:»  are  above  my  Applaus*.-  ar.d  have  often  had  yours:  and  having  b« 
w.irds  sir.t  Home  for  safe  Custody,  you  may  ntly  upon  their  bei^ig  oAn  fully  p 
ar,d  duly  returned  as  soon  as  the  Common  Tranquillity  Is  restored. 

I  now  call  upon  every  I:;div'.dua:  ir.  the  Colony,  to  shew  his  AUr«lar.i.^    Fid 
Pal^il.>ll^n;.  by  afTordiL);  hif  .\^sisla^A.e  towards  accomplishing  th«'  Kir.g's  eK>ft 
Des'.cn  of  r\'stor::.j:  the  Bi' **i:.gs  of  Peace  and  Good  Government-  ard  they  i 
most  distinguish  tbi  m^elvcs  by  tht  .r  laudable  Efforts  for  these  co<*d  I^:r;^Mei 
assuridly  best  re  oiumer.d  thir^::civv5  to  the  Royal  Approbation  ai.d  Favour 

Given  ucd-r  ciy  Hard  a:  '1  tl.e  Gr^ai  S^ai  of  the  Province  of  NVw  Vork.  1= 
of  Xcii   York,   the  Fiftt-.i.tl:   T'ay  of  Afr-.I  ITh*.   In  the  Twentieth   T,ar   o'.  hL« 
Reigr. 

By  His  ExvClI'.ccy's  command. 

Jan;ti  Rob*rtsor- 

8am.  Bajard.  Jun'r.  L>.  Secry. 

God  sa\e  the  King. 
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Injected  to  repair  to  the  army,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  all 
Bhe  staff  departments,  thereof;  this  business  and  that  of  visiting 
llie  different  posts  east  of  Jersey  will  take  much  of  my  time,  so 
Skat  General  Scott  will  be  left  alone,  and  altho  our  business  will 
ttot  suffer  in  his  hands,  yet  sickness  may  prevent  his  constant  at- 
tendance; would  it  not,  therefore,  be  prudent  to  hasten  Mr.  Duane 
km.  I  hope  your  Excellency  has  received  the  act  of  Congress  al- 
lowing pay  &  subsistance  to  the  men  to  be  raised  for  the  defence 
of  our  frontiers. 

Please  to  make  my  respects  acceptable  to  Mrs.  Clinton.    I  am, 
D'r  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant 

Ph:  Schuyler. 
Bis  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2833.] 

AhriMham  YiUes'   Letter  Respecting  Loan   Office   Certificates^   and 
Joseph  Branfs  Threats. 

Albany  18th  Aprill  1780. 
Dear  Sir,  Your  favour  of  the  9th  Instant  I  have  before  me  to- 
gether with  the  Certificates. 
1700  one  Part  thereof  are  Dated  since  the  last  Day  of  Februa  y 

Seventy  Eight  and  so  paid  in  niony  the 

Drs 

1200  Dated  the  30  March  177S  at  the  rate  of  20:  2:0  312:    33 

)00  Dated  the  23  Ai)rill  Do  at  24:03:2  123:     40:  2 

A.d  to  this  109:70:4  Paid  short  last  year  to  the 

one  and        44:20:2  to  the  other 


Total  154:00:0  154:       0:   0 


589:     80-.  Q 
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which  589  Dollers  86  Nineteeths  together  the  Bemainlng 
for  which  you  have  Bills  of  Exchange  to  the  amount  of  4161 
send  you  by  Capt.  North. 

Major  Fonda  just  now  tells  me  that  there  is  a  Report 
that  only)  that  there  again  is  eight  men  taken  to  the  westi 
I  think  above  the  Germens  Flats;  this  he  had  not  heard  at  h 
but  while  he  was  at  Schonectady;  he  says  there  was  al« 
other  Report,  that  three  that  were  taken  at  Schoharrie  iHai 
Field)  were  returnd  to  Schoharrie,  having  taken  an  opport; 
at  the  time  their  keepers  were  Careless  or  Drunk,  Pogs« 
themselves  of  their  arms  and  killed  some  (I  forget  the  Nn 
I  think  six)  with  their  own  guns. 

I  dont  know  how  we  are  to  understand  these  early  exei 
of  the  enemy:  I  suppose  you  have  heard  that  Joseph  ] 
(who  was  Head  of  one  of  the  Parties)  has  Discharged  o 
his  Prisonners  by  whoom  he  has  sent  a  Letter  (I  have  not 
the  Tranlation)  Purporting  that  he  has  used  his  Priso 
well,  and  he  has  heard  we  have  not  used  some  of  ours  so 
for  the  future  unless  we  use  ours  well  he  will  ill  use  hh 
make  no  Distinction  of  age  or  sex;  the  man  says  also  r 
have  of  Judge  Dow)  that  Brant  told  him  that  Ab'm  and 
Kryn  (that  were  last  fall  or  winter  sent  by  the  Commissi 
to  negotiate  Peace)  should  not  return  until  he  now  arriv 
Niagara. 

If  Mr.  De  Wit  (who  managed  at  the  Tready  of  Breda 
with  them,  I  would  snp])ose  that  the  Negotiations  of  Peace 
Protracted  in  order  by  these  I*revious  steps  to  Convini 
that  Peace  is  as  Necessjiry  to  us  as  to  them,  as  well  to  get 
Reasonable  Terms  as  to  make  the  Peace  (if  Concluded i  mon 


(^f^^i-f^  Z/-^'' 
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You  have  Inclosed  a  Certificate  for  a  Tory;  the  Licence  you 
^rill  please  to  send  with  the  expences  to  me.  Mr.  Yates  &  Lans- 
ing has  their  Complements  with  me  to  you  &  Mrs.  Clinton.    I 

Stemain  your  very  Hum.  S't 

Ab'm  Yates,  Jun. 
KUs  Ex'y  George  Clinton  Esq. 


[Nos.  2834-2835.] 
Governor  Clinton  Grants  Two  Requests  of  General  Howe, 

Highlands  April  14th  1780. 
Dear  Sir,  Capt.  Drake  applies  to  me  in  behalf  of  a  certain 
Robert  Cock,  who  he  says  has  some  Estate  fallen  to  him  by  the 
Death  of  a  Brother,  near  White  Stone  Ferry,  upon  Long  Island, 
which  he  must  lose,  if  he  does  not  go  over  between  this  and  the 
Ist  of  May,  and  wants  to  obtain  a  pass  for  him  to  go  over  for 
a  few  days,  to  get  what  is  left  him;  under  these  circumstances, 
&  as  Capt.  Drake  speaks  well  of  him,  I  have  no  objection  to 
giving  Robert  Cock  the  pass,  if  your  Excellency  thinks  it  not 
improper.  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  with  great  Respect  your  Excellency's 
Most  Obt.  Serv't  Robert  Howe. 

[To  G.  C] 

Highlands  21st  of  April  1780. 
Dear  Sir,  Having  Occasion  to  send  down  a  flag  to  New-York, 
or  at  least  as  near  it  as  they  will  let  me,  I  write  to  know  whether 
your  Excellency  has  not  some  Business  which  might  be  tran- 
sacted at  the  same  Time.  There  is  a  certain  Mr.  Fish  who  was 
kidnap'd  the  other  Day  by  the  Enemy^  &  whose  Family,  a  Col. 
Hammond  reports  to  me,  is  in  the  utmost  Distress — indeed  is 
stan-ing,  as  their  Sustenance  depended  upon  his  daily  Exertions^ 
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Thifi  man  was  some  thing  in  the  Forage  D^artment,  ft  liai(«| 
I  am  inf ormd)  many  Papers  &  Vouchers  iieoeBsary  to  the  8etth'| 
ment  of  the  public  Accompte,  which  with  motives  of  Hnmaiitjl 
combined  with  other  Reasons  make  me  wish  to  have  him  a- 1 
chang'd — should  I  propose  an  Exchange  as  for  a  militaiy  Chuttj 
ter,  the  present  Situation  of  affairs  will  not  admit  of  his  beii| 
liberated  in  that  way.    I  should,  therefore,  be  glad  your  Excel-  ] 
leney  would  give  me  Licence  to  exchange  him  for  some  Citiien, 
which  I  think  I  can  effect,  as  the  Enemy  know  him  not  in  a  mil!* 
tary  Character.    Your  immediate  Answer  to  this  matter  would 
oblige  me,  as  I  ^^ant  to  send  off  a  Flag  as  soon  as  possible.    Mr 
Letter  accompanying  this  ought  to  have  reached  you  several  Days 
since.    ,To  that  also,  please  favor  me  with  your  Answer.    I  am. 
Dear  Sir,  with  great  Respect  &  Regard  your  Excellency's  mo*i 
obedient  Servant  Robert  Howe. 

[To  G.  C] 


Friday  Even'g  April  21st  17S0. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  this  moment  favored  with  your  L«etter*i  of  the 
14th  &  of  this  Day.  I  am  ignorant  of  the  Character  of  Mr.  Cock, 
but  as  I  presume  you  have  been  satisfactorily  informed  of  it.  I 
have  not  the  least  Objection  to  his  being  permitted  to  go  to  lionp 
Island  whenever  you  shall  think  it  expedient.  I.  however,  take 
the  liberty  [to]  hint  to  you  the  propriety  of  getting  .strict  In 
junction  ag't  his  bringing  off  any  merchandize  for  the  purpose 
of  Trafic.  I  mention  this  as  in  some  Instances  similar  applica- 
tions have  been  made,  when  the  real  Design  was  for  the  abi»ve 
Purpose  which  I  wish  to  prevent. 

I  thank  you  for  the  notice  of  your  Intentions  to  send  a  flag  to 
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Jgew  York.    Oglevie  &  Tobias,  the  two  Citizens  I  mentioned  to 

JPOQ  some  time  since,  &  who  are  exchanged,  remain  still  at  this 

Place;  and  as  Mr.  Cumminge  will  be  ready  to  proceed  by  Water 

fbout  the  latter  end  of  next  week  I  have  thought  it  a  proper  & 

\:   lafe  mode  of  Conveyance  for  those  Gentlemen. 

I  readily  consent  to  your  negociating  an  Exchange  of  a  Citizen 
i  lor  Mr.  Fish  &  am  sorry  that  1  have  it  not  in  my  Power,  at  pres- 
ent^ to  mention  a  Person.  Mr.  Philip  Pell,  Comm'y  of  Prisoners, 
-  for  this  State  who  resides  at  Fredrickburg  has  a  List  of  the  Citi- 
zen Prisoners  in  our  Possession,  and  if  it  should  be  necessary  he 
will  furnish  you  with  the  name  of  a  Person  for  this  Purpose.  I 
L  .am  &c.  &c.  Geo:  Clinton. 

I    The  Hon'ble  Major  Genl.  Howe. 


[No.  2836.] 

Jacob  Cuyler  on  the  Subject  of  Provisions  for  the  Levies  Raising  for 
the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers. 

Albany  22nd  April  1780. 
Yesterday  was  me  delivered  your  Excellencies  Letter  of  the 
17th  encloeing  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  4th.  The  deranged 
,  State  of  my  Department  will  undoubtedly  make  it  exceeding 
[  difficult  to  procure  supplies  of  Provisions  for  the  men  ordered  on 
i  the  Frontiers.  I  shall,  however,  use  every  means  in  my  power 
[  to  give  it  them,  tho  I  have  some  apprehensions  of  failing  in  the 
I  attempt,  had  we  Cash  it  might  be  done  with  much  greater  cer- 
•    talnty. 

I  am  much  Obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  offers  in  giving  me 
yoar  aid  to  facilitate  this  bu8iness.  I  would  propose  to  you,  Sir, 
to  write  to  Governor  Trumbull  upon  the  subject  of  Beef  which, 


650  Public  Papers  of  Oborqb  Cliktos. 

from  the  situation  in  the  Purchasing  Department  in  Ck)iiMctk^ 

I  conceive  will  be  the  only  means  of  drawing  a  sni^y  IM 

thence,  for  the  Troops  stationed  in  this  State,  who  are  now 

entirely  without  any.    I  have  made  many  applications  but 

not  been  able  to  effect  the  purpose.    I  Have  the  Honor,  to  to 

Your  Excellencies,  most  Obdf.  Humblei  Servant 

Jacob  Cnjler. 
His  Excellency  Greorge  Clinton. 


[No.  2837.] 
Major  MoffaVs  Request  in  Behalf  of  James  Sayrt, 

Bloomlns  Grov*  2ld  April  IT^ 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency,  The  Bearrer  James  Sayre,  ia  the  Penon  I  mesUoirf 
to  you  in  Albany  who  wanted  a  pass  to  go  on  to  the  Bast  End  of  LoDg-Iiland  u>  brM 
off  some  property;  he  would  be  glad  to  have  It  in  such  a  manner  as  would  ecible  ^ 
to  bring  in  such  things  as  he  could  get,  and  nodght  suit  him  best  when  he  anif^ 
there,  without  danger  of  Seizure,  as  it  is  uncertain  what  kind  of  Property  his  frtta' 
will  be  able  to  supply  him  with.  I  have  only  this  to  add,  that  his  character  u  < 
Whigism  stands  unimpeached. 

I  doubt  not  but  your  Excellency  will  grant  his  request  unless  somethlnic  intrrrcs* 
to  render  it  improper.  I  am,  with  due  respect,  your  Excellencies  most  Obedi«at  as 
very  Humble  Servant  Thoi.  Moffat 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2838.] 

FARM  PKOnrCE  IX  NEW  YORK  EXOArSTEU. 

Governor  Clinton  Xotifies  General  Washington  That  the  Le{m\aiu\ 
Will  Again  Convene  May  9th. 

I'ouglikeepsie  April  24tL  [1T>«»'. 
Dear  Sir,  I  have  lo  arknowledge  the  Rec't  of  your  Excellemv 
favors  of  tlie  2(>th  I'lto.*  &  12th  Inst.f  Two  Days  befoir  tl 
former  came*  to  hand  I  received  the  act  of  Congress  ies|K*ri 
the  Troops  proposed  lo  be  raised  for  the  Defence  of  our  fn* 
tiers.     Some  coiisi(hM*al)le  time   will   necessjirily  elapse  lH*f«> 

•S**.'  pag»^  .V)*, 
T?MV  page  01-. 
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they  can  be  embodied  and  as  the  Enemy  have  already  appeared 
at  diflf't  Times  &  Places  on  the  northern  &  western  frontiers,  I 
am  very  apprehensive  that  in  the  Interim,  the  more  remote 
Settlements  will  be  abandoned.  Every  measure  will  be  used  to 
expedite  this  Business  and  yr.  Excell'cy  will  have  the  earliest 
Information  of  the  Disposition  which  in  consequence  of  your 
Letter  I  shall  cause  to  be  made  of  these  Levies. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  26th  of  last  M'ch,  respect'g  the 
quotas  of  Supplies  for  the  army  to  be  furnished  by  the  diff't 
States,  was  not  received  until  some  Days  after  the  Rising  of 
the  Legislature.  This  together  with  some  other  Important 
matters,  from  Congress,  has  induced  me  to  call  them  together 
at  an  earlier  Day  than  that  to  which  they  stand  adjourned,  & 
I  have  accordingly  issued  my  Proclamation  for  convening  them 
at  Kingston  on  the  9th  of  next  month;  when  this  Business  will 
be  submitted  to  their  Consideration.  In  the  Mean  Time  I  think 
it  my  Duty  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  in  Consequence  of 
the  several  Laws  which  have  been  enacted  for  obtaining  Sup- 
plies of  Provission  &  Forage  for  the  Army,  this  State  is  so  ex- 
hausted that  I  am  perswaded  there  is  not  more  Grain  &  Meal 
left  in  the  Possession  of  the  Farmer  than  a  bare  competency 
for  the  support  of  its  Inhabitants  untill  the  new  Crops  come  in; 
and  with  respect  to  Forrage  Few  of  the  Farmers  have  a  suffi- 
ciency to  bring  their  Stock  through  Grass.  Shoud,  therefore, 
the  present  Supplies  besides  what  are  already  i;i  the  Hands  of 
the  public  Officers  be  wanted  before  Harvest  they  are  not  to  be 
had  in  the  State  I  shoud  have  written  to  j^our  Excellency 
earlier  on  this  Subject  but  I  did  not  receive  your  Letter  untill 
a  few  Days  ago.     I  am  &c.  [G.  C] 

[To  Gen.  Washington,] 
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[No.  2839.] 

Pay  and  Allowances  Oranied  ly  New  Hampghire  to  It$  Tr99fL  ■• 

Hampton-falki  April  25tli  ITK" 

Sir,  In  Answer  to  your  Excellency'B  &Tor  of  the  UtK  UltAyt 
have  the  honor  of  inclosing  yon  Copies  of  what  has  beendoieii 
this  State  in  consequence  of  BecommendationB  from  Congrm^ 
and  I^etitions  from  our  Officers  and  men,  serving  in  the  Omti- 
nentai  Army  in  order  to  settle,  and  adjust  what  pay  and  aliov- 
ance,  they  are  to  receive.  This  matter  has  been  adjusted,  ui 
agreed  upon,  by  a  Committee  of  our  General  Court,  and  of  mhm 
of  our  Officers  from  the  Army;  which  I  think  gives  general  satii- 
faction. 

I  am  likewise  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  favor  of  tk 
17th  of  July  last,  with  which  I  was  honored  accompanied  witk 
Copies  of  the  Laws  of  your  State,  which  was  a  very  agreeable 
favor.  I  should  not  have  delayed  so  long  acknowledging  the  Be- 
eeipt  of  that  favor,  had  I  not  exi)ected  to  have  been  able,  long 
before  now,  to  have  returned  you  Copies  of  the  Acts  pased  i» 
this  State,  which  were  preparing  for  the  Press,  when  I  received 
your  Letter,  but  through  difficulty  of  procuring  paper,  and  harry 
or  slow  progress  of  the  Printer,  are  not  yet  compleated.  As  w»<»b 
as  they  are,  I  shall  be  happy  in  forwarding  a  sett  of  them  to  yoo, 
A  Reciprocal  communication  of  the  Laws,  i>assed  in  the  Unitei 
States,  and  their  Determination  on  matters  in  which  they  an 
iM*arly  aikr  (oimmmikmI,  would  1  think  be  very  beneficial. 

?]veiy  communiration  from  your  Excellency  of  this  sort,  wil 
lu»  ackiiowh^lgcd  with  gratitude.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  wit 
great  Kt*s[H-(.t  and  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  most  Obt.  Hnmbl 
Serv't  Meshoch  Weare. 

His  Exrellenev  Gov'r  Clinton. 
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state  of  New  Hampshire.    In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  10th  1780. 

The  Committee  on  the  Depreciation  due  to  Officers  and  Soldiers  reported  their 
OjplnkMi;  that  the  money  that  has  or  shall  be  paid  the  officers  and  Soldiers  in  the  Con- 
dBtntal  Army  in  part  of  Depreciation  from  the  first  day  of  January  last  to  the  fifteenth 
^  of  April  next  be  estimated  at  the  rate  of  forty  for  one. 

They  also  beg  leave  to  Report  the  draught  of  a  Bill  to  secure  the  Payment  of  their 
IMpectlve  Ballances.    Which  is  submitted  by  Josiah  Bartlett  for  the  Committee. 

Which  Report  being  Read  &  Considered,  Voted  that  the  same  be  received  &  accepted. 

Bent  up  for  Concurrence.    John  Dudley  Speaker,  P.  T. 
Il  Council  Eodem  die  Read  &  Concurred.    J.  Pearson,  D.  Secry. 

Copy  Ehcamined.    P—  J.  Pearson,  D.  Secy. 


State  of  New  Hampshire. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  EMghty.  L.  S.  An  Act  to 
provide  for  the  security  and  payment  of  the  Ballancee,  that  may  appear  to  be  due  by 
firtue  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  twenty  sixth  of  March  &  the 
toBTteenth  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  seventy  nine,  to  this  States 
^vota  of  the  Continental  Army,  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress. 

Whereas,  it  is  necessary  immediately  to  make  provision,  to  enable  the  Treasurer  of 
tkis  Sute,  to  give  security  for  the  payment  of  the  several  Ballances,  which  may  be 
terad  due  to  the  Officers  &  Soldiers  belonging  to  this  States  Quota  of  the  Continental 
Amy  on  the  first  day  of  January  last. 

Be  it.  therefore.  Enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  In  General 
Aaa«mbly  convened,  &  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
ll,  4  he  la  hereby  directed  on  the  Credit  thereof,  to  issue  his  Notes  for  the  payment 
^  the  Ballances,  which  shall  appear  were  on  the  first  day  of  January  last  due  to 
-tech  Officer  and  Soldier  belonging  to  this  States  Quota  of  the  Continental  Army  (on 
nctiving  a  Warrant  from  the  President  of  the  Council  or  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
l(  Safety  of  this  State)  in  the  manner  &  form  following;  vizt. 

State  of  New  Hampshire.    No.  )    The  first  day  of  January  17S0. 

In  behalf  of  the  State  of  New-Hampshire,  I.  the  Subscriber,  do  hereby  promise  & 

•Wife  myself  and  Successors,  in  the  Office  of  Treasurer  of  this  State  to  pay  unto 

•- —  or  his  order  the  Sum  of  on  or  before  the  —  day  of  December  178—,  with 

iBterest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  both  Principal  &  Interest  to  be  paid 
In  the  then  Current  money  of  th&s  State  In  a  greater  or  less  Sum  to  be  computed  as 
the  then  current  prices  of  Indian  Corn,  Grase  fed  Beef,  and  Sole-Leather,  shall  bear 
ti  Itt4ian  Corn,  at  four  shillings  per  Bushel,  Grass  fed  Beef  at  three  pence  per  pound. 
4  Sole-Leather  at  one  shilling  A  six  pence  per  pound,  being  the  prices  affixed  to  them 
\V  a  Law  of  this  State,  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  A 
■trenty  eeven,  entitled  an  Act  for  regulating  the  prices  of  Sundry  Articles  therein 
numerated. 

'-  Ccm'ee         Witness  my  hand 

^  ^oiu  ee.  Treasurer. 

Which  form  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper  to  be  procured  by  the  Treasurer  with  a 

nitable  border  round  the  same,  &  when  the  notes  are  issued,  a  Counterpart  indented 

«f  etch  Note  shall  be  kept  by  the  Treasurer. 
And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  John  Taylor  Gilman  and  Noah  Elmery  be  a  Committee 

to  lign  blank  Notes  in  the  form  prescribed  at  the  left  hand  &  to  number  them  before 

Ihey  are  filled  up  by  the  Treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to  issue  to 
etch  of  the  said  Officers  &  Soldiers  in  favor  of  whom  a  Warrant  shall  be  drawn  by 
the  President  of  the  Council  or  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  their  re- 
fpective  Ballances.  Two  Notes  (in  the  form  aforesaid)  of  equal  Sums  as  near  as  may 
be,  the  whole  containing  the  ballance  due  to  them  respectively,  one  of  which  shall  be 
payable  the  first  day  of  December  next.  &  the  otlier  the  last  day  of  December,  which 
vlU  be  lo  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  eighty  one. 

And  the  President  of  the  Council  or  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  is  hereby 
tmpowered  &  roQuested  to  issue  his  Warrants  in  favor  of  the  said  Officers  &  Soldiers, 
Dpon  Its  being  certified  to  them  by  the  Committee  of  this  Court,  to  be  appointed  to 
idjust  the  Accounts  of  the  said  Officers  &  Soldiers  what  is  the  ballance  due  to  each 
>f  them  respectively,  provided  it  shall  appear  by  a  Return  made  by  a  Qeii«t«\  Qtht«t 
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or  the  Comnuuidlng  Officer  of  a  Regiment,  that  any  mch  PMd,  Staff  or  I 
Officer  belongs  to  tbU  Sutee  QuoU  of  the  Continental  Army,  ft  that  meh  ! 
mluioned  Officer  *  private  Soldier  hath  enllatcd  and  been  mvatercd  ai  om 
States  Quota  of  the  Continental  Army  for  the  term  of  three  yeani  or  during  t 
Bucii  Return  specifying  to  what  Company  and  Regiment  or  Corps  th«y  belong 

And  the  President  of  the  Council  or  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
time  being,  are  also  hereby  impowered  4b  requested  4k  the  Treasnrsr  la  bsi 
powered  &  directed  to  proceed  in  the  same  manner  and  form  matatla  mvtai 
Respect  to  the  Executors,  Administrator^  or  Heirs  at  Law  of  such  Officers  ft 
who  were  engaged  for  three  years,  or  during  the  War  as  part  of  this  States  < 
the  Contineuui  Army,  and  who  baTe  died  or  been  slain  In  the  Senrice  apoo 
Certificates  being  produced. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  that  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  time  then  1 
the  Major  part  of  them,  are  hereby  Impowered  and  directed  to  Compute  and  d 
what  are  the  current  prices  of  the  said  three  Articles  of  Indian  Corn.  Orass 
ft  Sole-Leather  upon  an  Average  through  this  State  at  the  times  of  paynM4it 
aforesaid  Notes  herein  mentioned,  and  also  what  is  the  value  of  every  pouni 
Notes,  in  the  then  current  money  of  this  State,  ft  shall  certify  the  Sam* 
Treasurer: 

And  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  value  of  said  Notes,  ft  the 
thereon,  remaining  unpaid  as  they  become  due  accordingly. 

And  to  the  intent  that  the  Current  prices  of  the  said  three  Articles  of  Icdi 
Grass  fed  Beef  and  Sole-Leather  at  the  times  of  payment  herein  mentioned 
more  easily  ascertained,  ft  in  order  that  a  Just  and  equitable  settlement  ms 
nually  made  with  this  States  Quota  of  the  Continental  Army  in  future  for  the 
services. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  that  John  Calfe  Esq:  for  the  County  of  Rockinghj 
Bumam  Hanson  Esq.  for  the  County  of  StrafFord,  the  Hon'ble  Jacob  Abbott, 
the  County  of  Hillsborough,  William  Heywood  Bsqr.  for  the  County  of  Cb 
Charles  Johnston  Esq.  for  the  County  of  Grafton  be,  and  hereby  are  severally  t 
to  collect  ft  keep  a  true  Account  accord[ingl  to  the  best  of  their  judgment  of  t 
of  each  of  the  aforesaid  Articles  in  their  respective  Counties  monthly  upon  an 
of  the  whole  month  for  every  succeeding  month,  untlll  the  aforesaid  last  day  o 
ber.  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one  from  the  fin 
January  in  the  present  year,  and  they  shall  make  a  true  report  of  the  same 
Secreury's  Office  upon  the  third  Wednesday  of  December  Anno  Domini  one 
seven  hundred  &  eighty  one.  which  Return  shall  be  under  Oath,  certified  by 
of  the  Pease  for  the  same  County. 
State  of  New  Hampshire. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  Iv 

The  foregoing  Bill  having  been  read  a  third  time— Voted  that  it  pass  to  be  «:r 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence.    John  Dudley.  Speaker.  P.  tem. 
lU  Council  March   16th  17S0.     This  Bill   was  read  a  third   [time]   and  Vo;«^d 
same  be  enacted.  M.  Weare. 

Copy  Kxamin'd  J.  Pearson,   D.  Secy. 


State  of  New  Hampshire.    In  the  House  of  Represenutives  March  K 
The  Utport  of  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of  the  Officers  of  the  ti 
tullions  helongiiiR  to  this  State  in  the  Continental  Army  was  recommitted  is  a 
Vizt. 

Tljat  ever\'  Offloor.  and  St.ldier.  bt-IonginK  to  the  said  three  Battaliions.  <*ai 
thrre  years,  or  during?  th«  war.  at  the  Kxpiration  of  the  term  for  which  be  i» 
III  I  a.T  he  st-rves  out  thf  .*5Ani« .  or  is  hor.ourabl.v  dischnrgd.  and  the  heir*  ol 
die  ill  tlio  said  Scrvti-o.  >hall  bo  atrouiiti-d  with,  and  wholly  indemnified  hy  tl 
for  all  Uws  whatJtocvtT  su.^taii.d  by  deprHiatior.  of  the  paper  Currency,  or  the 
Trill'  ot  proMitlons.  siin^r  tin  th>t  of  tht-  y«-ar  iTTT:  makeing  the  sertral  arti*'! 
Ki-»:ulation  Att  of  tills  Statv.  tin-  Standard  for  tht?  Value  of  said  curreroj 
hC\«Tal  pt  rioJs.  wlier*  ii.  tlu'  s««inu-  has  been,  nr  may  be  paid  by  the  Contln* 
r«  srrMiii:  Jiii  allowaiir*'  ti*  bt  madi-.  wh»re  the  pritp  of  any  article  has  been  * 
b\  a  nal  S.aT>ity.  iVo>i(l<d  T:iat  all  Suppli>5.  and  gratuities  from  this  Sldt 
rii:ii.:  .lit.  and  all  lowi.  bviu;.t:cs.  and  SupplKP  of  Soldiers  families,  eicept 
r /:;<•;: r.-i J  aid  Stati-  bouiaivs.  avvonliiie  to  th^ir  true  value  at  the  times  of  tb 
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paid  and  receivd,  according  to  the  Standard  aforeeald,  shall  be  allowd  in  part  Satis- 
faction for  the  depretlation  aforesaid.  And  eyery  officer  in  the  said  three  Bat- 
tallions.  appointed  by  this  SUte  before  the  expiration  of  the  year  1777,  shall  forthwith 
Receive  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  State,  as  follows  Vlzt.  a  Collonell  fifteen  hundred 
Dollars,  a  Lieut.  Collonell  twelve  hundred  Dollars,  a  major  one  thousand  Dollars, 
a  Captain  Eight  hundred  Dollars,  a  Lieutenant  five  hundred  and  Sixty  Dollars,  an 
Bnslgn  four  hundred  Dollars,  a  Surgeon  twelve  hundred  Dollars,  and  a  Surgeon's 
mate  Eight  hundred  Dollars.  And  such  Officers  in  said  three  Battallions,  as  have 
been  appointed  by  this  State,  since  the  year  1777  expired,  shall  receive  one  half  of 
the  Respective  Sums  aforesaid,  according  to  their  Rank,  in  part  of  Said  Depretiation. 
Provided,  that  In  case  the  Treasury  cannot  be  Supplyd  with  current  money  sufficient 
to  answer  the  payments  aforesaid,  the  same  shall  be  naid  in  State  Notev  on  Interest, 
redeemable  in  a  short  time. 

And  the  said  Town  Bounties,  and  Supplies  of  Soldiers  families,  shall  be  chargd  to 
the  State,  in  order  to  their  being  carried  to  the  charge  of  the  soldiers  as  aforesaid. 
The  above  Articles  to  be  complyd  with  by  this  State,  in  case  the  Continental  Congress 
shall  not  make  good  said  Depretiation,  Otherwise  to  Stand  Void. 

And  the  Board  of  war,  shall  continue  to  furnish  the  said  three  Battalllons,  with  neces- 
saries at  the  Stipulated  prices  as  heretofore. 

Which  is  Submitted  by  Josiah  Bartlett  for  the  Com'tee. 

Which  Report  being  Read  and  Considerd— Voted  that  the  same  be  Receivd  and  ac- 
cepted. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence    John  Dudley,  Speaker,  P.  T. 

In  Counciil  same  day  Read  and  Concur'd.    K,  Thompson,  Secy. 

Copy. 


State  of  New  Hampshire.    In  the  House  of  Representatives  March  17th  17S0. 

Voted  that  the  Committee  for  settling  the  Soldiers  Accounts  &c.  in  Settling  said 
Accounts,  consider,  in  making  up  Depreciation  for  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  according 
to  the  value  of  money  as  affixed  by  a  Committee  of  the  General  Court,  vlzt. 

Two  for  one  in  the  middle  of  the  year  1777 — Six  for  one  in  the  middle  of  the  year 
1778,  &  twenty  for  one  in  the  year  1779 — And  that  for  the  intermediate  spaces  of  time 
they  compute  the  Depreciation  accordingly. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence.  John  Dudley,  Speaker,  P.  T. 

In  Council  the  same  day  Read  &  Concurr'd.    J.  Pearson,  D.  Secy. 

Copy  Examin'd.    P— J.  Pearson,  D.  Secy. 


[No.  2840.] 
Joshua  Sands  Meets  with  Misfortune, 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  memorial  of  Joshua  Sands  Sheweth,  That  in  consequence  of  your  Excellency's 
and  General  Howe's  permission,  I  proceeded  to  the  Brlttlsh  post  at  Paulus  Hook,  where 
I  was  recieved  and  after  examining  my  passport  my  buisinesA  was  done  and  I  was 
dismissed.  Returning  on  the  main  road  about  seven  miles  from  Paulus  Hook,  I  was 
made  prisoner  by  a  John  Berry  and  three  other  armed  men,  although  my  Flag  was 
display'd  and  my  passport  shewn  to  them.  This  party  treated  me  in  tho  most  abusive 
manner,  plundered  me  of  two  Horses,  a  waggon  and  haraess  compleat  worth  one  hun- 
dred and  Fifty  four  pounds,  a  Silver  Watch,  worth  Twelve  pounds,  Total  Value  in 
hard  money,  one  liundred  and  Sixty  Six  pounds,  aa  also  Nine  hundred  and  seventy 
dollars  in  Continental  money;  carried  mo  to  Now  York  by  tho  way  of  Hoebuck» 
where  I  was  sent  to  the  main  Guard.  Next  morning  I  was  taken  before  General 
Knyphausen,  Aide  de  Camp,  who,  after  enquiring  the  circumstances,  said  I  shoud  be 
sent  out  in  the  first  Flag.  I  ask  him  if  my  property  was  to  be  restored;  he  told  mo 
he  wou'd  consult  the  General;  in  the  mean  time  I  was  sent  to  the  Sugar  house  and 
put  In  with  the  prisoners.  Fryday  7th  April,  I  was  called  to  give  a  particular  account 
of  my  loss;  the  next  day  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Lorlng's  Assistant  that  I  was  to  go 
out  that  day;  I  asked  him  whether  the  things  taken  we-re  to  be  returned',  Yi^  ^^\^\v% 
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knew  not.  - 1  desired  of  him  a  copy  of  the  Genenl'c  order  reepecUng  tiM  tlrir  M 
was  denied  It,  and  the  same  day  eent  In  a  Flac  Veu^  to  BIlsalMth  Towb,  «tt 
any  further  notice  being  taken  of  mjr  complaint. 

As  this  is  not  only  a  very  great  damage  to  me,  but  aleo  an  Inanlt  to  the  StttH.  I 
flatter  myself  that  your  Excellency  will  Uke  effectual  metbodi  to  procure  nic«li 
both.  Josbea  Sui 

SUte  New  York,  26th  April  1780. 


[No.  2841.] 

Samuel  Hake  Accused  of  Suspicious  Connections. 

Dutchess  County  Rynebeck  Prec't  Apl.  27,  ITH*. 

Sir,  We  have  this  day  taken  the  Liberty  to  order  Samuel  Hate, 

into  Custody,  to  be  Conveyed  to  the  Common  Goal  of  the  Cotrnty 

lor  Practices,  as  we  think,  in  Direct  opposition  to  the  intention 

of  his  Parole,  not  only  Daily  Exceeding  his  Limits,  but  holdinf 

(as  is  Supposed)  a  Dangerous  Cohnection  and  Correspondence 

with  those  who  are  Notoriously  Inimical  to  the  United  States; 

he  has  absented  himself  for  the  Space  of  Eight  or  Ten  days,  ni 

we  are  informed  by  a  message  from  Enquire  Lawrance.  that  dir 

ing  that  Time  he  frequently  Lodged  with  the  most  DangeroM 

Persons  in  the  Little  Nine  Partners,  Distant  from  hence  betwt«  1 

Twenty  &  thirty  Miles;  this  Intelligence  was  Ree'd  by  Esqr.  Vai  ' 

Ness  in  the  Presence  of  Coll.  Morris  Graham,  who  was  mn*-^ 

Exasperated  against  Hake's  Proseedance  and  urged  by  all  nx^aiii 

to  commit  him  to  Prison.     Esqr.  I^ndon  upon  hearing  of  tb* 

above  Transactions  Declared,  that  was  he   to  be   found   in  hi* 

Vicinity  he  would  absolutely  Commit  him,  so  that  with  sui"^ 

Concurrent  Opinions  and  our  own  knowledge  of  Hake,  we  ha^* 

thought  it  Prudent  to  act  in  this  matter,  hoping  that  it  will  m^'^^^ 

with  your    Ex('ellen«\v's    approbation.      We    are    Sir.  with  tb* 

greatest  Respect  your  Excellency's  most  Obt.  Hum.  se. 

Herman  HofTnian, 

David  Vnn  Ness 
His  Excellency  Oeo*.  CVwilvm  ^«>c\r. 
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N.  B.  We  should  have  refered  the  matter  untill  we  should 
MLve  Received  yr.  Excellency's  Order  for  his  Removal],  but  we 
Lhought  the  Necessity  of  the  case  was  sufficient  for  us  to  CJommit 

him. 


[No.  2842.] 
Petition  of  Samuel  Kip,  an  Infirm  Man. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Gen- 
eral and  Comm&nder  in  Chief  of  all  the  Militia  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 
The  Petition  of  Samuel  Kip  Most  Humbly  Sheweth,  That  at  the  Commencement  of  the 
present  War,  and  long  before,  your  Petitioner  was  an  Inhabitant  of  the  Out  Ward  of 
tlie  City  of  New-york;  in  which  place  he  has  a  farm.  That  upon  the  approach  of  the 
Boemy  in  the  year  1776,  your  Petitioner  removed  to  the  town  of  Orange  in  Orange 
County,  where  he  hath  resided  'till  the  present  time,  having  occupied  a  House  and 
piece  of  ground  of  John  Perry,  Esq.  That  your  Petitioner  has  lately  received  notice 
from  the  said  Perry  to  remove,  whereupon  your  Petitioner  has  been  endeavouring  to 
hire  another  place.'  but  without  efTect.  That  your  said  Petitioner  is  an  infirm  man, 
has  a  numerous  Family,  mostly  young  and  unable  to  help  themselves;  the  property 
your  laid  Petitioner  brought  into  the  Country  is  nearly  Spent,  and  himself  without  a 
place  Id  the  Country  to  go  to,  and  Distitute  of  money  to  purchase  for  himself  and 
FamUy  the  Necessaries  of  Life. 

That  under  such  Circumstances  your  Petitioner  is  Constrained  to  apply  to  your  Bxcel- 
IcBcy.  and  prays  your  Excellency  to  grant  him  a  permit  to  pass  with  his  family  in  a 
Carriage  to  Poulas  Hook  or  some  other  ferry  near  New-york;  and  your  Petitioner 
ftall  ever  Pray  Ac.  Samuel  Kip. 

Orangetown  April  ye  27th  1780. 


[No.  2843.] 
Orders  Regulating  the  Conduct  of  a  Flag  of  Truce. 

By  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Grovernor  of  the 
State  of  New  York  &ca.  &ca. 

Permission  is  hereby  given  to  Mr.  Abraham  Bloodgood,  with 

the  Sloop  Elizabeth, navigated  by  the  Hands  [William  Bloodgood, 

Sam  &  Harry]  named  in  the  margin,  to  pass  with  a  Flagg  of 

Truce   to  the  City  of  New  York,  for  the  Purpose  of  conveying 

thither  John  Cumniing,  Esqr.,  his  Familly  &  Effects,  the  Wife 

and  Familly  of  Hugh  Fraizer,  Mrs.  Conroy,  and  also  such  other 

Persons  as  have  Passes  for  the  Purpose.     And  on  his  Return  to 

>rfaig  out   the  Familly   of   Peter  Vandervoort,  Jun'r,  of  Kings 
42 
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County,  Long-Island  and  his  Household  Farnitore,  andotkr 
EfiFects  and  the  Household  Furniture  Bedding  &  Wearing  Ap* 
parel  of  Mr.  Morris  Hazard,  now  in  >the  Possession  of  Abrabui 
Schenck,  Esqr.,  of  Kings  County. 

Given  under  my  Hand  at  Poukeepsie  this  28th  Day  of  April 
1780.  0.  C. 

I  hereby  Certify  that  Mr.  John  Cummlng  came  up  in  a  Sloop 
the  Beginning  of  last  Winter  with  a  Flagg  from  the  Command 
ant  in  New  York,  Qenl.  Pattison,  but  Cold  Weather  setting  in 
suddenly,  the  Navigation  up  to  Catts  Kill  where  his  FamillT  re- 
sided, was  obstructed  by  the  Ice  &  the  Sloop,  therefore,  retained 
which  occassions  the  present  Flagg  to  remove  his  Family.  Tte 
other  was  left  in  my  Possession  but  misslaid. 


Sir,    You  will  proceed  in  your  Sloop  with  the  Flagg  of  Troce 
now  granted  to  you,  to  the  Mouth  of  Murderers  Creek,  from 
whence  you  will  dispatch  my  Tetter  directed  to  Genl.  Howe  to 
the  Officer  commanding  at  West  Point  with  a  Copy  of  your  Flagg 
&  these  Orders,  and  wait  his  Answer;  when  you  obtain  his  Per- 
mission to  pass  the  Fort  you  will  proceed  down  to  New  York 
observing  his  Directions  as  to  your  Conduct  in  passing  the  Dif- 
fenait  Posts  in  the  ITigblands.     You  will  be  careful  not  to  receive 
on  Board  any  Person  who  hae?  not  my  Pass.     And  you  are  not 
to  take  on  Board  a  greater  Quantity  of  Provission  than  shall  l»e 
sufficient  for  your  Passajro.     On  your  Return,  you  are  not  on  anv 
pretence  to  brinj:  out  on  Board  of  your    Sloop  any   Persons  or 
Effects  but  such  jw  arf*  nuntioiied  in  your  Flagg  or  for  which  luy 
rmnission  in  Writing:  shall  be  produced.     And    you    are  to  Uf 
]>artioularly  careful  not  tn  suffer  your  Flagg  to  be  prostituted  to 
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the  Purpose  of  TraflSck  in  the  smallest  Degree.    You  will  return 
with  ae  much  Expedition  as  possible. 

Given  at  Pokeepeie,  this  28th  Apl.  178() 
Capt.  Abraham  Bloodgood. 


[Nos.  2844-2845-] 

Correspondence  of  General  Howe  and  Governor  Clinton  on  the  Flag 

Question. 

Highlands  28th  of  April  [1780]. 

Dear  Sir,  The  inclos'd  Papers,  received  by  a  Flag  from  the 
Enemy  which  m  stop'd  at  Tallow's  Point,  will  inform  you  of  their 
Errand,  &  you  will  if  you  think  proper,  order  down  the  Persons 
sent  for.  It  would  I  should  suppose,  be  a  good  Opportunity  to 
send  down  those  you  mentioned  in  your  last  Favor,  as  it  would 
save  Trouble  &  prevent  Communication.  It  would  be  best  that 
those  who  do  go,  should  hasten  down  as  soon  as  possible,  &  they 
ought  to  pass  Stoney  &  Verplank's  Point  in  such  a  manner  as 
not  to  see  our  works  there,  &  be  suffered  to  land  no  where  or 
commune  with  any  Persons  on  their  way  down. 

I  also  inclose  you  a  long  List  of  the  Names  of  women  at  &  about 
our  Lines,  that  the  Inhabitants  wish  to  be  sent  off,  &  who  are 
solicitous  to  go.  Please  inform  me  by  this  Express  if  you  would 
have  it  done_,  &  also  relative  to  those  who  are  to  go  dow^n  in  the 
Vessels — those  on  the  Lines  may  be  march'd  down.  I  am.  Dear 
Sir,  with  great  R<*gard  your  Excellc^ncy's  most  obedient  Servant. 

Robert  Howe. 

P.  S.     I  woud  rociuest  your  Excellency  to  rotiiiii  the  iuclos'd 
Papers,  after  Perusal. 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 
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Poukeepsie  28th  ApLim. 
Dear  Sir,  About  two  Honr»  before  the  Receipt  of  your  Ult\ 
of  equal  Date,  I  dispatched  the  Flagg  with  Ommiiiiig'i  Budlf - 
&  others  on  Board.  They  are  to  proceed  down  to 
Creek  from  whence  the  Capt.  is  to  dispatch  a  Letter  he  is 
with  to  yon,  &  Copy  of  his  Orders  &  wait  tot  yonr  PermiiBiili 
pass  the  Posts.  As  Oummings  has  his  Effects  on  Board,  it  ai^ 
be  inconvenient  to  remove  them  to  the  other  Flagg,  and  tor  tkii 
Reason  as  well  as  on  Mrs.  Provoost's  Acc't  whose  Case  ii  ptf- 
ticniarly  mentioned  in  my  former  Letter,  I  wish  the  present  Mf 
be  permitted  to  proceed.  I  know  nothing  of  Briggs  or  his  Famillf, 
but  if  yon  conceive  it  will  advance  the  pablic  weal  to  send  tks 
off  with  the  [other  Women]*  mentioned  in  the  inclosed  liitl 
have  no  Objection.  I  am,  D'r  Sir,  with  great  Regard  -yoor  ms* 
Genl.  Howe.  G.  C. 


[No.  2846.] 

Disposition  of  the  Levies  for  the  Defence  of  Orange  and  Weskhetkr 

Counties. 

Poughkeepsie,  April  30th  1780. 
D'r  Sir,  1  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  you  a  Copy  of  the  att   ' 
of  Congress  respecting  the  Levies  raising  in  this  State  for  the 
Defence  of  the  frontier  Settlements;  by  which  you  will  perceive 
that  they  are  to  be  paid  &  subsisted  by  the  continent  &  subject 
to  the  Direction  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  cont'l  amy- 
As  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  has  been  pleased  to  refer  ite 
Distribution  of  these  Troops,  among  the  Parts  of  the  Coontry. 
which  call  more  immediately  for  Support  &  Defence,  to  me,  and 
as  those  to  be  raised  in  Westchester  &  the  lower  part  of  Orange 

*Th(se  two  words  arc  struck  out  in  original. 
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Sounties  will  be  imployM  in  assist'g  to  cov«p  that  part  of  the 
Swmtrr  which  comes  within  your  Command,  I  think  it  my  Duty 
bo  inform  you  that  I  have  directed  those  of  Westchester  to  ren- 
■ttvous  at  Crompond  &  North  Castle  &  those  of  Colo.  Hay's  Begt. 
b  the  lower  end  of  Orange  County  at  Nayack  or  such  other  Place 
h  those  neighborhoods  as  the  militia  Guards  shall  be  stationed 
Bt  I  have  also  directed  those  to  be  raised  in  Dutchess  (which 
will  am't  to  between  2  &  300  &  which  when  collected  are  intended 
jfcr  the  western  frontiers  of  Ulster  &  Orange)  to  rendezvous  at 
Tishkill.  This  I  have  tho't  necessary  to  inform  you  of,  as  they 
inll  have  to  draw  Provisions  while  they  continue  there,  in  which 
they  may  meet  w'th  Difficulties  unless  the  Commiss'y  shall  have 
joar  order  for  the  Purpose.  As  soon  as  the  Officers  to  command 
the  Levies  of  Westchester  &  lower  part  of  Orange  are  appointed, 
you  will  be  furnished  with  their  names  &  they  will  be  directed 
to  take  your  orders.    I  am  &c.  Geo:  Clinton. 

Major  Genl.  Howe. 


[No.  2847.] 

Gfneral  Robert  Hotce  Suggests  That  the  Troops  he  Supplied  with  a 
Small  Poi'tion  of  Rum  at  the  Present  Crisis. 

Highlands,  30th  April  1780. 
l>ear  Sir,  The  fatal  certainty  there  is,  that  a  want  of  Provi- 
«ons  will  very  soon  arrive,  makes  it  requisite  by  very  short  al- 
lowance to  protract  a  period  teeming  with  dreadful  consequences 
as  long  as  possible.  Your  Excellency  need  not  be  told  the  Incon- 
renience,  indeed  the  Danger,  that  attends  the  dealing  out  Provi- 
n'ons  in  scanty  Portions  to  the  Soldiery,  even  in  other  Respects 
inder  easy  Circumstances,  &  how  much  more  Hazardous  is  it  in 
he  present  Situation  of  our  Affairs,  &  at  a  crisis  when  the  le«.«*t 
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Discontemt  given  the  men  will  preventy  not  <mly,  the  ReinliitMit 
of  those  men  in  particular,  but  that  of  many  others  who  li 
to,  &  are  influenced  bj  their  Murmurs.  Experience  has  tni^' 
me,  &  you  cannot  but  know  it  also,  that  when  men  have  beet 
stinted  in  the  Rations  they  have  a  just  Claim  to,  the  only  qnet- 
ing  Draught  was  the  serving  out  to  them  a  small  Portion  of  Bn. 
This  article  to  our  great  misfortune  we  are  entirely  destitote  *iL 
There  is  much  of  it  however  in  this  Vicinity,  in  the  Hands  of 
some  Chapmen  who  mean  to  retail  it,  &  tho'  at  some  Times  it 
is  an  article  we  could  dispense  with,  at  this  Point  of  Time  it  \s 
essential  to  us  to  be  possessed  of  it.  Those  men  who  have  it  will 
not,  I  have  Season  to  think,  be  willing  to  sell  it  to  us  if  we  eifn 
had  money  to  purchase  it.  But  it  is  a  melancholy  Truth  we  han- 
not  the  money. 

Are  there,  Sir,  no  legal  means  existing  by  which  we  can  come 
at  it,  and  either  in  future  to  pay  for  or  replace  it  in  Kind,  when 
our  Stock  from  the  Eastward  comes  up. 

If  there  are  such  legal  means,  please,  Sir,  to  inform  me,  &  i^ 
not,  are  we  not  warranted  by  the  Necessity  of  the  Case  to  l.ij 
hold  of  the  Rum,  &  shall  we  not  be  afterwards  supported  f<»r 
having  done  so. 

I  shall  be  anxious  to  hear  from  you  upon  this  Subject,  beoan;*^ 
much  more  depends  upon  it  than  I  can  express,  or  indeed  nt^'d 
to  do  to  you,  who  cannot  but  take  in,  all  that  could  In*  saiJ 
about  it. 

I  write  this  Letter  to  you  only.  Sir,  except  you  find  it  nee-:'' 

sary  to  communicate  it  to  oilier  confidential  Persons  under  prop-*^ 

Restrictions.    AVith  the  jrreatest  Resi>ect  &  Esteem  I  am,  ivar 

Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obtnlient  Servant 

Robt.  Howe. 
[To  G.  C] 


Public  Papers  of  Gborge  Clinton. 


663 


£ 

oo 

CO 

c» 

0? 

o 

^ 

•^i^ 

•^ 

^ 

u-l 

T 

o 

G, 

8 

<1 

•s 

s 
o 

O 

(«X 

1 

o 

o 

Q 

00 

ct 

o 

1-H 

"§ 

■*J 

if 

^ 

n 

rH 

*»>a 

v-i 

OJ 

S 

o 

T^ 

§ 

'5 

i? 

"*« 

^ 

cS 

S 

ZJ 

p 

^ 

c» 

c 

S 

s 

c8 

'^ 

>  s 

-« 

2 

s 

o 

S-i 

o 

o 

, , 

S 

o 

r^ 

^1 

"o 

"S 

?^ 

0 

CQ 

§    ^ 

o 

a 

,1  ^ 

CJ 

l§ 

■4J 

^  fe 

o 

£ 

'S 

C 

o 

o 

l^ 

'^ 

.£ 

>>o 

^ 

-~ 

^ 

"*» 

•l; 

**-m 

00 

o 

^ 

2 

ff 

"K. 

rf. 

Q 

a> 

1? 

s 

G 

!^ 

8 

"si 

:3 

3> 

•4-* 

g 

Ph 

o 

5» 

CC 

« 

U.rf 

J- 

Ob  «<-^  h^ 


"-3 


I 


o 

&4 


i^«       "^ »  S 


II 


E*  »  aiio^ia<^J^iA^?iak?«ai- J 


r4H»-4c£4QtBtie»V0e«O«4' 


9 an  BO»i>n9  9  aoaa 


8-^ 


I      ^ 


^1 


o  S  o  , 


4ri 
a 

m 

P 

s 


*? 


9 

I 


I 


*-  '3 


£ 


CQ 


P 


o 

Pm 

O 
C3 


O 

O 

o 


^>;4  PuBTLir  Papers?  of  Georgc  CLnrrox, 

[».  2840.] 
Returns  of  Leryfs  fnyni  Coloniel  Peter  Van  Xew'  JBefiaail 

A  K^^-rnrn  cf  the  Names  of  the  Levies  raised  and  Mosteredlr 
Colo.  Ferer  ^'an  »!«**s  R*-jrimeiit  in  Coxhseqoence  of  Geicnl 
orrlen*  dated  April  11th  17>o. 

^Tf^phen  Chapman.  Jn>,  Samael  Chapman,  Nathaniel  KitduuDt 
Ahijah  Virgin.  Michael  Lnsk,  David  Harris,  John  CamWc 
Plbfrnezer  Green,  Amasa  Hill,  Aaron  Day,  Ja>.  Rubin  Kinf. 
Jr/<*eph  r^wrance,  Thomas  Harris,  William  White,  Ju'r,  Parid 
Wilkinson,  Zadock  Ward,  William  Hatch,  Joseph  Smith. 


[No.  2850.] 
Governor    Clinton    Writes    to    General     Howe    Relative    to    t\e 
Comf/cnsation  for  Rum  Confiscated  for  Troops. 

Pokeepsie,  1st  Mav  17S<i. 
iH-ar  Hir,  T'ntil  I  rerreivefl  your  Letter  of  yesterday.  I  was  M 
to  hoj>e  from  the  Measures  which  were  taken  by  this  Stat**  last 
Wint^T  &  the  Exertions  I  was  informed  were  makin«;  in  others 
for  rollf'Cting  Supplies  for  the  Army,  that  we  had  no  loni;tr  a 
S<ar(ily  of  Provi.iisions  to  apprehend.  I  am  exceedinjrly  ••♦^ 
rt-rncd  to  Warn  that  this  is  not  the  Case,  &  what  adds  to  niy 
jiiixicty  f)n  this  Ocrassion,  is  a  Conviction  founded  on  the  bt-sr 
Informntion,  that  except  what  is  already  in  the  Hands  of  th*- 
roniiiiissarij's,  there  is  not  more  than  a  bare  competency  in  tbe 
Stale  (I  mean  of  tin*  Hread  kind;  to  bring  its  Inhabitants  throup^ 
to  Harvest.  The  art  of  Congress  fixing  certain  Quotas  of  Pr"*- 
vissioiis  to  he  furiiished  by  the  different  States  for  the  AnnyilHl 
not  reach  nie  till  after  the  rising  of  the  legislature  of  this  ^w^'- 
bill  ha<l  it  arrived  in  Season  to  have  been  submitted  to  tlMMrCon- 
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Bideration  under  our  present  Circumstances,  they  coud  not  have 
exceeded  what  they  had  already  d<Hie.  They  are  to  meet  again 
the  9th  Inet.  &  judging  from  their  former  Conduct  if  any  Thing 
remains  in  their  Power  to  relieve  the  Distresses  of  the  Army  I 
am  perswaded  it  will  be  chearfully  complied  with. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  legal  means  by  which  the  Rum  you  men- 
tion can  be  procured  other  than  by  Purchase.  If  the  Owner  will 
tiot  consent  to  sell  it  &  it  shoud  be  taken  from  him  he  will  most 
certainly  be  entitled  to  his  Suit  &  recover  to  the  amount  of  his 
Damage.  The  Necessity  of  the  Case  may  induce  the  public  to 
indemnify  the  Officer  by  paying  whatever  may  be  recovered  of 
him  but  this  [is]  all  the  Support  they  can  consistently  afford 
him;  a  promise  to  replace  the  Bum  I  think  should  be  a  suff't 
Inducem't  to  the  owner  to  part  with  it.  I  am,  D'r  Sir,  with  great 
Regard  your  most  Obed't  Serv't  [G.  C.] 

[To  Gen.  Robert  Howe.] 


[No.  2851.] 

Governor  Clinton  Compliments  Governor  Trumbull  for  Connecticut-s 

Proposed  Act  to  Establish  the  Public  Credit. 

Poukeepsie  May  1st  1780. 
Sir,  I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  Dispatch  of 
the  10th  March  last  &  its  Enclosures  some  Time  since.  Consider- 
ing the  embarrassed  State  of  our  public  Finances  &  the  unsur- 
mountable  Difficulties  which  would  attend  the  reducing  them  to 
order  by  any  ordinary  means,  I  cannot  but  approve  the  System 
adopted  by  your  State;  by  which  a  due  Regard  is  paid  to  the 
public  Interest,  &  Individuals  will  sustain  as  little  Loss  in  this 
as  by  any  other  mode  that  could  be  devised,  &  the  public  Credit 
feed  on  a  more  solid  Basis  in  future.    I  have  the  pleasure  ot  «a- 


liiiii,   iL  IB   liia   luiBivi  Luut:.      iixi.   eiuxjxro  uiubl    utr   seusiuit 


il 


cannot  controul  the  Enemy's  OflScers  within  their  1 
they  have  kept  from  him  Infonnation,  regularty  eonvc 
which  he  was  so  much  Interested  it  is  to  them  he  m 
for  Redrees.  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  sa 
Thanks  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  this  Business 
be  obliged  in  having  the  Paroles  of  all  the  Gentry  forv 
me  when  a  Convenient  Opportunity  presents.  Your  Ex 
&c.  &c.  &c.  Geo:  C 

His  Excellency  Gov'r  Trumbull. 
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snring  your  Excellency  that  moflt  of  the  (Gentlemen  of  this  State 
whom  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  ccmversing  with  on  the  Sab- 
ject  approve  the  measure. 

I  am  fully  persuaded,  Sir,  that  your  Oondnet  towards  Mr. 
Jones  has  been  strictly  consietent  &  proper.  If  the  rq^ted 
notifications  which  you  sent  into  the  British  Lines  did  not  retdi 
him,  it  is  his  misfortune.  Mr.  Jones  must  be  sensible  that  we 
cannot  controul  the  Enemy's  Officers  within  their  Lines.  If 
they  have  kept  from  him  Information,  regulai^ly  conveyed  &  in 
which  he  was  so  much  Interested  it  is  to  them  he  must  apply 
for  Redress.  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my 
Thanks  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  this  Business  &  I  shall 
be  obliged  in  having  the  Paroles  of  all  the  Gentry  forwarded  to 
me  when  a  Convenient  Opportunity  presents.  Your  Excellency'^ 
&c.  &c.  &c.  Geo:  Clinton. 

His  Excellency  Gov'r  Trumbull. 
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[No.  2853.] 
Hendrick  Wyckofps  Beium  of  Flour  SMmDI. 
A  General  Return  of  Floor  Seized  and  Deliyered  for  fbe  bk 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States^  agreeable  to  an  Act  of  the  Leg- 
islatnre  of  this  State  from  the  8th  of  April  1779  to  the  30th  of 
November  1779  Included — by  Hend'k  Wyckoff. 
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Fishkill,  May  Ist,  1780. 


Hendlc  Wyckoff. 
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[No.  2868.] 
Samuel  Hake  Claims  He  is  the  Victim  of  a  CanapirQeg. 

Sir,  The  extraordinary  stretch  of  power,  which  Mesm.  D.  V. 
Ness  &  H.  Hoffman  have  taken  in  geting  me  apprehended,  k 
sent  here — Your  Ex'y  may  be  aasnr'd  is  done  thro*  ill  deslgnii| 
people;  &  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  corresponds  with  their  late  dedan* 
tions,  that  they  were  determined  to  do  me  all  the  injury  poesible. 

I  tho't  Mr.  Pell,  the  Commissary  of  Prisoners,  to  whom  I  gate 
my  Parole  to,  was  the  Gentleman  in  case  I  err'd  was  to  settle 
it.  I  saw  him  a  few  day^  since  here,  &  told  him  candidly  mr 
situation;  that  I  was  so  situated,  to  beg  he  woald  be  pleas'd  to 
speak  to  your  Ex'y  &  get  my  Parole  taken  off,  &  that  I  hope  no 
advantages  would  be  taken  of  the  distance  I  had  taken;  he  assor'J 
me  that  he  would  crpeak  to  your  Ex'y  &  beg  me  to  return,  that 
I  should  hear  from  him  at  Sopus  by  the  10th  Instant  And  said 
tho'  he  had  rec'd  Letters,  f m  some  pretend'd  friends  to  the 
Country  to  my  prejudice,  he  should  take  no  notice  of  it,  &  I  mar 
be  assur'd  of  his  friendship. 

I  now  rest  solely  on  your  Ex'y  goodness,  &  have  taken  the 
Liberty,  sending  the  enclosed  Letter,  &  Certificate,  &  had  I  haie 
known  that  such  a  step  would  have  been  taken  by  the  Magistrate. 
&  had  a  little  time,  I  am  certain  that  I  could  have  got  five  hun 
dred  good  Whigs  to  have  sign'd  the  same  Certificate,  addre:?^ 
your  Ex'y  sent  in  ^'ov'r  last.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yr.  Exy 
most  Obt.  Humble,  ser't  Samuel  Eake. 

Poghkeepsie  Tuesday  Morn'g  2d  May  'SO. 
His  Ex'y  Gov.  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr.  &o.  &c.  &c. 
Private. 
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To  His  Excellency  Goy'r  CUntoa  EisQr.  of  the  State  of  New  York  &c.  or  to  Philip 
Pell  Jun'r  Esqr.  Commissary  of  Prisioners. 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  Certify  that  the  Bearer,  Mr.  Samuel  Hake,  late  merchant  of 
New  York,  have,  upon  the  strictest  enquiry  since  his  being  put  on  his  Parole  here, 
conducted  himself  friendly  to  the  states,  &  in  every  other  respect  as  a  Gentleman. 
We  are  sensible  ihe  has  a  powerful  Enemy  to  contend  with,  who  seems  determin'd  to 
fill  upon  every  plan  to  distress  &  injure  him. 

Mr.  Hake  advis'd  with  many  of  us  who  signed  the  Petition  (which  were  upwards  of 
one  hundred)  address'd  to  your  E«x'y  in  Nov'r  last,  if  we  tho't,  their  would  be  any 
risque  or  it  would  be  look't  on  as  an  offence  if  he  was  to  go  a  few  miles  beyond  his 
limits  of  his  Parole,  which  we  conceiv'd  that  your  Rx'y  or  CX>mmissary  would  not 
object  too,  as  we  thought  that  Mr.  Hake  situation  hard,  &  to  our  knowledge  the  charge 
that  we  hear  is  brought  against  him  of  going  beyond  his  Parole;  he  was  oblige  to  go, 
to  get  hard  Cash  to  pay  his  Board  &c.  And  many  of  us  knowing  Mr.  Hake's  situation 
recommended  &  advis'd  Mr.  Hake  to  go,  who  sign'd  the  Petition  sent  your  Ex'y  in  No'r. 

We  also  recommended  to  Mr.  Hake  to  go  to  Mr.  Peter  Harris,  his  late  Lodgings  as 
being  a  decent  House,  &  his  Lodging  &  board  more  reasonable,  which  was  the  reason 
we  advisd  him  to  it,  as  we  conceiv'd  the  distance  of  a  few  miles  could  not  be  material. 
We  are  sensible  their  apprehending  Mr.  Hake  &  taking  him  with  a  warrant  appears 
to  us  that  it  is  done  thro  some  ill  designing  men,  with  no  other  view  than  further  to 
distress  him. 

We  now  beg  leave  to  recommend  Mr.  Hake  to  your  Ez'y  kind  attention,  &  that  your 
£x'y  will  be  pleas'd  to  condescend  to  comply  with  the  tenor  of  our  Certificate  address'd 
to  yr.  Eix'y  in  Nov'r  last,  relative  to  Mr.  Hake,  as  we  realy  think  this  Gentleman 
much  injur'd,  &  any  favors  done  him  will  be  as  done  to  your  E^'ys  most  Obt.  Humble 
Ser'ts 

Jacob    Schermerhom,    Samuel    LeRue,    Surgin,   John   Clum,    Capten,    Efrom   Gilbart, 
Martin  Vosburgh,  Philip  Jacobs,  Henry  Seeter.  Abraham  Seeter,  Peter  Knickerbacker. 
James  Crawford. 
Rhinebeek  29th  April  1780. 


Sir,  I  have  knone  Mr.  Samuel  Hake  for  sum  time  past  and  Never  knone  him  to 
aasosayate  with  anay  but  good  whigs  so  that  I  beleive  it  is  a  deal  out  of  Spite,  that 
sum  deained  parsons  have  against  him.  Thairfore.  I  think  with  maney  othir  good 
Whigs  that  he  is  eztrimely  hard  delt  with.  I  dout  not  but  your  Ezcellancey  will  be 
pleased  to  let  him  Retom  with  us,  which  will  much  oblldge  manay  of  your  Rail 
freinds  and  in  pertlckelar  your  moast  Obediant 

Samuel  LeRue  Surgin. 
May  ye  1 1780. 
To  His  ESxalancey  George  Clinton  Esqr.  m 

Had  Mr.  Hake  time,  he  could  have  had  600  or  a  1000  good  whigs  to  sine  for  him  that 
he  has  behaved  propperly. 


[No.  2850.] 
The  Situation  in  Vermont  Approaching  a  Crisis. 

Brattleboroiigh,  2d  May  1780. 
Sir,  When  we  did  ourselves  the  Honor  to  address  your  Ex- 
cellency on  the  11th  of  April  last,  we  were  in  hopes  of  not  being 
again  under  the  Necessity  of  troubling  you  with  our  Complaints; 
at  least  for  some  time.  As  the  Vermont  Legislature  had  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  confer  with  the  Yorkers,  and  professed 
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an  Intention  of  perswading  us  into  an  Union  with  them,  we£l 
not  imagine  they  would  at  the  same  time  do  any  thin^  to  irritite 
and  oppress  us.    But  thus,  Sir,  the  Case  has  been:  In  pnnoiiee 
of  orders  from  Mr.  Chittenden,  Drafts  of  Men  have  been  lately 
made  in  this  County;  in  some  Towns  withont  any  Distinctiw 
between  those  who  acknowledged,  and  those  who  denied,  their 
authority;  and  where  a  Difference  has  been  made,  it  was  intirely 
in  favor  of  the  Subjects  of  Vermont.    In  Marlboro',  they  drafted 
Mr.  Phelps,  together  with  two  others  who  had  for  some  time 
past  opposed  their  authority.    In  Halifax,  five  Yorkers  and  none 
of  their  o\\ti  Men.     In  Guilford,  Capt'n  Rice,  four  other  Yorkers 
&  two  New  States  Men.     In  Fulham  one  of  each.     In  Putoey 
13  Yorkers  &  2  Vermonters  are  to  furnish  five  Men.    These  are 
all  the  Towns  where  we  have  heard  there  is  like  to  be  a  Uisputf 
at  present. 

In  Marlborough,  the  only  Place  where  they  have  yet  distrained 
for  the  Fine,  ^Ir.  Phelps  (from  whom  it  was  taken)  and  his  Son 
beat  off  the  Persons  who  came  to  make  the  Seizure,  &  knocked 
down  and  wounded  the  otticer.  They  have  since,  however,  ^ben 
Mr.  Phelps  was  from  Home,  tak<*n  his  Cattle;  and  an  irrvjrular 
Court  of  theirs  las  we  have  been  informed)  has  fined  his  J^"^ 
twtMily  silver  Dollars,  which  if  he  does  not  pay  in  a  short  liiuf 
h(»  is  K)  be  whipptMl,  ^:  we  hear  they  liave  already  t»rfcted  a  l*o>i 
for  th<*  Piirpos<». 

(Ml  Friday  next  the  time  cxj>ires,  which  the  other  Drafts  «tr»- 
allowed  io  ♦Mpiip  thoinsolves;  after  which  it  is  not  doubt'^l  l»i;l 
they  will  pMierally  distrain  the  Property  of  the  lK*faiiitfr>. 
This.  Sir,  w*-  have  overy  reas(»ii  to  expect  will  induce  uiaii>  "f 
ih«»  ^'orkers  to  risque  ih(»ir  I/ives  in  Defence  of  llu'ir  Projieit}. 
relyin;:  uf»on  the  Faith  of  ^oiij^ress  to  keep  the  Peace  of  th»' 
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Confederacy,  agreeable  to  their  Resolutions.  If  Congress 
should  disappoint  them,  or  even  delay  their  Interposition,  those 
"who  are  now  for  New  York  must  be  irretrievably  ruined. 

In  our  last  by  the  Post  (which  we  hope  has  by.this  time  come 
to  hand)  we  acquainted  your  Excellency  that  the  Magistrates  of 
Vermont  had  imprisoned,  and  otherwise  harrassed,  several  of 
the  Subjects  of  New  York,  for  offences  against  the  Laws  of  Ver- 
mont, since  receiving  the  Resolutions  of  Congress.  That  we 
were  credibly  informed  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  had  passed 
a  Law  declaring  all  grants  void,  which  shall  not  be  brought  to 
them  at  their  next  sitting;  and  had  come  to  a  Resolution  to  en- 
force their  cruel  Edicts  upon  us  immediately  after  the  first  of 
June. 

From  the  whole  Tenor  of  their  Conduct,  as  well  as  from  the 
assurances  of  Members  of  their  Legislature  (and  we  do  not  speak 
it  from  Timidity)  we  view  these  not  as  idle  Threats  designed 
to  intimidate,  but  are  fully  convinced  that  they  intend  to  put 
their  Laws  in  Execution. 

This,  Sir,  is  a  true  unexaggerated  Description  of  our  Circum- 
stances. On  the  one  hand  we  have  nothing  to  expect,  but  an 
unequal  &  bloody  Conflict,  with  a  ferocious  Sett  of  Men,  exas- 
perated by  our  opposition  to  their  illegal  Measures:  on  the 
other,  Submission  to  a  government  which  we  know  to  be 
usurped,  and  whose  Cruelties  have  already  taught  us  to  dread 
and  abhor  it.  From  this  Dilemma,  Congress,  and  Congress 
alone,  can  relieve  us:  and  if  our  Situation  could  be  rightly  ex- 
plained to  them,  and  that  honorable  Body  could  be  induced  for 
a  Moment  seriously  to  attend  to  it;  if  they  have  not  wholly  lost 
that  glorious  Spirit  which  has,  heretofore,  in  so  eminent  a  man- 
ner distinguished  them :  and  regard  their  Faith  uuaiivr^ow^X^  ^\i^ 
43 


ViTiuont  arc  pnrsuiiij?,  that  the  Honor  and  Interest  < 
absolutely  require  that  tliis  Controversy  should  be 
with  all  possible  Dispatch:  as  they  are  increasing  1 
of  their  Friends  with  aniazinji:  Rapidity,  by  selling 
Estates,  by  jjjranting  Lands  unappropriated  or  wbic 
nierly  been  granted  by  New  York,  and  by  other  meas 
at  the  same  time,  they  are  instilling,  into  the  Min 
Subjects  and  Friends,  the  Doctrine  that  Congress  hs 
to  adjudge  whether  the  Grants  shall  be  a  State,  hi 
have  not  submitted  it  to  their  arbitration:  and  consec 
the  People  of  Vermont  may  justly  oppose  the  Decis 

»  gress  should  it  be  against  them. 

;  If  the  Controversy  should  be  ended  speedily,  we  1 

to  believe,  from  Conversation  with  men  not  in  offl 
large  a  Party  would  adhere  to  Congress  that  the 
would  be  discouraged  from  any  opposition;  or,   if 
be  so  imprudent,  that  it  must  be  a  very  feeble  one 
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an  authoritative  manner  to  prohibit  the  Proceeding.      This 

lent  Conduct  has  deterred  many  of  the  more  timorous  Friends 

New  York  from  giving  their  Voices. 

?Ve  trust  that  your  Excellency,  considering  our  dangerous 

uation,  will  not  blame  us  for  taking  any  Measures  which  we 

y  think  most  conducive  to  our  Safety,  after  the  time  prefixed 

Our  last  Letter;  but  rather  admire  the  Fortitude  and  Loyalty 

ich  have  induced  us  so  long,  ^nd  unassisted  to  stem  the  im- 

:uous  Torrent  of  Disloyalty  and  oppression.      We  are,  with 

^  highest  Sentiments  of  Esteem  &  Gratitude,  your   Excel- 

cy's  most  obed't  Humble  Servants 

By  order  of  the  Committees  from  eleven  Towns. 

Samuel  Minott,  Chairman. 
8  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2857.] 
77i€  Problem  Now  One  of  Provisions  Rather  Than  of  Men. 

Pokeepsie,  May  2d  1780. 
§ir.  By  some  unaccountable  Delay  in  the  conveyance  of  your 
ter  of  the  4th  ulto.  it  did  not  reach  me  until  the  28th.  Pre- 
•us  to  my  Departure  from  Albany  at  the  rising  of  the  Legis- 
ure,  I  directed  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  to  keep  out  such  Detachm'ts 
his  militia  as  might  give  Security  to  the  frontier  Settlem'ts 
>n  the  first  Intelligence  of  the  Ravages  of  the  Enemy  in  your 
irter,  I  repeated  to  him  my  orders  as  I  have  since  also  done 
his  transmitting  me  the  disagreable  account  communicated 
your  Letter.  These  were  the  only  means  in  my  Power  for 
ir  Protection.  The  Troops  intended  for  the  Defence  of  the 
)ntiers  are  now  raising;  you  may  rest  assured  that  as  soon  as 
y  are  embodied,  your  frontier  will  be  furnished  with  a  due 
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Proportion  of  them.    The  Scareity  ef  TlroYinon  is  ai  u 
mountuhle  Ditflcnltv,  which  (greatly  emteRmiMes  Jk  impefaft 
turning  ont  of  the  militia. 

I  have  no  Power  vested  in  me  to  grre  any  wden  rei|Mt!{^ 
the  Diaaffeoted  Inhabitants  at  Harpefaieid  ftc  *e.  neither  di 
I  posflibly  advise  what  is  best  to  be  done  on  tbe  subject  II 
they  have  been  guilty  any  Crime  agft  tke  state  it  is  the  Bit] 
of  the  civil  magistrate  to  take  cognizance  of  them. 

Yon'l  be  pleased  to  communicate  this  Letter  to  the  otk 

frenflemen  who  signed  your  Letter.     I  am  &c. 

Geo:  Clinton. 
C.o\o.  Peter  Vroman. 


[No.  2858.] 
Petition  of  William  Halenhetk^  Under  Sentence  of  Death, 

To  bis  Exc«IIeDC7  Scorge  Clinton  Esqr.  GoTemor  Jbc.  of  the  State  of  Nev  Te 
Th«  Petition  of  Wlillam  Hallenbeck  of  the  County  of  Anwny.  Most  hnmMr  A«^ 
That  your  P^'titloner  wu  lately  Imprisoned  in  the  Gaol  of  the  said  Coantj  and  w^ 
hA  Atili  fmaicfl.  That  in  the  last  Supreme  Court  held  in  the  City  of  Albaar  T( 
I'^tlt'ioT.cr  wan  trUd  and  convicted  as  an  Accessory  to  a  Felony  heretofore  comBit- 
hy  .rohAnn«^fl  \^>if;hman,  Frederick  Baum  Monck,  and  Johannes  Groenenbach  kr4 
nfT,t^nr«-A  by  tbe  Court  to  die.  That  your  Petitioner  was  conrirted  on  the  «ol^  T'l 
mouy  of  on*-.  John  C.  S.  P.  Miller,  a  German  Deserter  from  the  British  army,  asd  « 
wait  one  of  the  Principals  in  the  commission  of  the  original  Felony,  and  to  vk 
<'bar«fr  on  bin  arralgnmf'nt  he  pleaded  guilty.  That  in  the  Time  of  your  Petitlost 
ronflnfm':nt.  tbe  gaol  of  the-  said  County  was  broke  by  seTeral  Criminals  vbo  no 
wh^'n  your  Petitioner  could  easily  have  made  his  escape,  but  did  not.  nor  did  bf  t 
kT.y  aid  in  breaking  the  said  gaol.  That  your  Petitioner  is  informed  that  he  u 
flrMt  who  ban  in  this  Htate  been  convicted  for  the  said  offence  without  bavlcf 
U*'Tiftit  of  his  Clergy.  Your  Petitioner  therefore  most  humbly  prays  your  ESxcyll^i 
to  tnk'f  tb'^f  matters  into  Consideration  and  be  graciously  pleased  to  fcrant  bia 
I'firdon.    And  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  will  ever  Pray. 

William  Hal«bM 
Albnny  r;aoI  I'd  May  17V». 


[No.  2S59.] 

Nathl  LnilvrhlU's  Api^cal  Relative  to  Confiscated  Cattlf. 

Westchester  2d  May  IT'^^. 
Miiv  if  i»l(»asr  y(Hir  Excellency. 

Som<»  tiiiit*  iiixo  a  paily  of  Tioi>ps  from  Colo.  Millin  canietlo^ 

ro  \Vfsi«in*si4M'  in  iln*  iiij:ht  time,  and  took  some  stock,  amoni 
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*  which  were  six  head  of  yearlings,  branded  with  the  letter  K 
;  belonging  to  me;  these  Cattle  were  not  plundered,  but  bred  at 

Westchester.     I  should,  therefore,  be  exceedingly  glad  that  your 
Excellency  woud  be  good  enough  to  assist  me  in  the  recovery 

*  of  my  Cattle.     I  take  it  hard  that  I  shou'd  be  thus  plundered 

and  stript  when  I  am  obliged  to  entertain  a  numl>er  of  geutle- 

men  who  come  down  on  flaggs  and  frequently  remain  with  me 

for  several  days  together.     In  consideration  of  this,  I  hope  your 

Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  direct  a  restoration  of  the  six 

head  of  young  Cattle  aforementioned.     I  am  with  respect  your 

Excellency's  Humble  Servant 

Nath'l  Underhill. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  I  entertain  a  number  of  prisoners 
and  it  is  well  kno^-n  that  I  supply  them  when  in  provoost  with 
money  and  many  other  necessaries. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2SG0.] 
Fragment  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Udny  Hay  to  Governor  Clinton, 

[May  3,  1780.] 

nay  even  impertinent  to  a  Legislature  that  has  given  already 
such  firm  and  convincing  proofs  of  their  inclination  to  support 
the  public  officers  employd  within  their  State:  It  seems  the 
Farmers  in  Connecticut  &  Massechusetts  refuse  letting  our  pub- 
lic Horses  go  away  unless  they  are  first  paid  for  keeping  them. 
I  sett  off  the  day  after  tomorrow  to  that  Quarter  of  the  world 
to  try  if  they  cannot  be  prevaild  on  to  part  with  them  upon 
terms  which  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  comply  with.  I  shall 
be  early  on  Tuesday  morning  at  Poughkeepsie,  lett  me,  there- 
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fore,  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  ask  any  of  the  Ji 
who  may  be  at  Esopus,  to  give  their  attendance  that  dv,«t 
have  some  matters  I  want  much  to  lay  before  them,  if  it 
be  more  convenient  for  them  that  I  should  come  to  Eiopi%  I 
will  with  pleasure  do  it,  of  this  they  will  please  inform  Be  kf 
Mr.  Chandarett  who  will  be  the  bearer  of  fhia. 

Believe  that  I  am  w*h  every  sentiment  of  respect  k  eitcai» 
your  Excellencies,  most  obed't  &  very  humble  Ser't 

Udny  Haj. 
Goovemour  Clinton. 

Doctor  Craig  pass  through  here  yesterday  in  his  way  to  Rhode 
Island,  at  which  place  he  is  to  prepare  Hospitals  for  the  recep- 
tion of  any  such  there  may  be  in  the  French  Fleet. 


[No.  2861.] 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Gilbert  Cooper  Desires  to  Foncard  a  Xumher  of 
Women  and  Children  to  New  York. 

New  city.  Onnse  Coonty,  IU7  M  1^ 
Dear  Sir.    The  Bearer  hereof  Mr.  De  Clark  appUes  to  yottr  Ezcellencr  for  permtuMi 
for  a  Number  of  Women  and  Children  to  goe  into  New  York  where  their  Huibtr* 
and  Friends.  RelatiTes  and  Connections  reside. 

We  have  thought  proper  to  refer  them  to  your  Ezcellancy  for  the  abore  Ptrm'M^A 
We  cannot  conceive  that  their  going  into  the  Enemies  lines  can  be  any  prejudice  » 
the  Common  Weal  but  rather  a  Benefit,  as  they  must  InsTitably  if  they  coctiatf 
among  us  become  a  Charge  to  the  County;  and  more  especially  as  they  [oeither] 
nor  intend  to  return.  We.  howeyer.  submit  the  Matter  to  yonr  Bxcellenclcs  b^tw 
Judgement  and  are  with  all  due  Respect  your  moat  Obed't  most  humble  Ser'U 

Gilb't  Cooper.  Joshua  H.  Smith.  John  9tac.  John  Gardner,  Jobs  Cc*. 
His  Bxcell'y  George  Clinton  ftca. 


The  Number  of  prisonners  Names  to  be  forwarded: 

Mrs.  Mt»rrall  &  :'»  Children;  Doe  Mrs.  Steal  &  4  Children:  \^^   i 

Mrs.  Clark:  I>o«.  Mrs.  Marlionald;  Doe  Mre.  Funk  &  2  Childnn; 

Doe  Mrs.  Arkrrsnn  »J^  4  i.'biMifn;  Doe  Mrs.  Stevens  &  4  (^hildivn; 

Dot-  Miri.  DtTiiimiaa  iV:  1  rliihJ;  Doe  Mrs.  Baley. 
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Permission  is  hereby  granted  to  Lieut.  Colo.  Gilbert  Cooper, 
<(»  his  obtain'g  Genl.  Howe's  consent)  to  remove  within  the 
Enemy's  Lines,  Mrs.  Morrel  &  her  3  Children;  Mrs.  Steal  &  her 
4  Children;  Mrs.  Clark;  Mrs.  McDonald;  Mrs.  Funck  &  2  Chil- 
dren; Mrs.  Ackerson  &  4  Children;  Mrs.  Stevens  &  4  Children; 
Mrs.  Demarest  &  1  Child;  and  Mrs.  Bailey;  this  Permission  is 
not  to  extend  to  the  male  Children  capable  of  bear'g  arms. 
Given  &c.  May  7th  1780. 


May  7th  1780. 

S'r,  I  am  informed  that  a  common  Practice  prevails  in  your 
neighborhood  of  women's  going  into  New  York  &  retum'g.  You 
mast  readily  perceive  the  ill  consequences  that  flow  from  such 
Conduct.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  hoped  that  the  Justices  will 
execute  the  Powers  vested  in  them  by  a  late  Law  &  commit  all 
such  Persons  to  goal  or  take  Recognizance  for  their  future  good 
behavior.     Yrs.  &c.  G.  C. 

Lieat  Colo.  Cooper. 


[No.  2862.]  • 

Petition  for  Protection  from  Horse  Thieves  in  Orange  County, 

Blooming  Grove,  3d  May  1780. 

Mar  it  Please  your  Excellency.  The  frequent  incurtions  of  Hone  Thieyee  from  the 
Ecemy  Into  this  part  of  the  Country  exposes  the  Inhabitants  to  many  losses  and  dlffl- 
cnliies  of  which  we  presume  your  Elxcellency  is  not  altogether  unacquainted,  and  as 
the  Troops  now  about  to  be  raised  for  the  frontears  will  soon  be  compleat  and  as  they 
are  Subject  to  your  Excellencies  orders,  we  would  request  that  a  Small  guard,  not  to 
consist  of  less  than  Six  Men.  might  be  left  under  the  direction  of  the  field  officers  of 
this  Reigment,  or  such  other  person  as  your  excellency  shall  think  Proper  In  order 
to  Scour  the  Mountains  and  upon  occations  to  guide  the  guard  that  may  from  time  to 
t:ffle  be  sent  out  for  that  purpose  from  the  Fort  at  West  Point. 

If  your  Excellency  can,  conslstant  with  your  duty,  grant  our  request  we  doubt  not. 
but  it  will  answer  very  valuable  Purposes.  We  are  with  due  regard  your  Excellency 
man  obedient  Humble  Servants 

Henry  Brewster,  Thos.  Moffat,  Wm.  Smith.  Jesse  Woodhull,  Elihu  Marvin.  Jer.  Clark. 
Joseph  Chandler.  Nath'll  Satterly.  Samll.   Raymond,  Ebenezer  Woodhull.   Ezra  Carll. 
Zibud  June.  Benjamin  Thome.  Myndred  Cooper.  Henry  Vanduzer. 
His  Excelleiicy  Goremer  Clinton. 
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[No.  2863.] 
The  Ca4fe  of  Johan  Casper  8mUh  Peter  MiUer. 

Tbe  People  Ac.  vs.  Johan  Casper  Smith  Peter  MlUer.   GaML 

.  In  July  Term  1779  the  defendant  waa  Indicted  I&  the  Sup.  Court  bj  the  niBe  Cm» 
Smith  Peter  Miller  for  a  Robbery  in  the  dwellliig  Howe  oC  Joiiaimeo  Beghtw  t»  Mch 
he  pleeded  the  general  Issue  was  tried  and  aeqiiitted. 

In  that  same  Term,  two  other  Indictments  were  preMBted  iBJnt  him,  #lit  oM  i^ 
him  and  Johannes  Groenenpagh  for  the  Robbery  oC  Coonradt  FUadM  in  hie 
House;  and  another  against  him,  Felte  Schram  &  othef%  fir  a  Riot  vttb  u 
to  commit  a  Robbery  at  the  House  of  Jacob  Cooper. 

In  October  Term  1779.  by  Law  adjourned  to  NoYembor.  another  Inatetaent  «i 
against  a  Number  of.  the  Felons  who  robbed  Flaacke  and  the  Name  of  Miller 
and  he  was  produced  as  a  witness  (among  several  others)  against  Groeaeapsgh  ft 
Moncke,  who  were  afterwards  executed:  Since  which  Miller  has  remained  a  PrtMBV 
in  the  saol  at  Albany. 

In  order  to  deliver  the  gaol  aforesaid,  on  the  last  day  of  April  Term  last,  tht  nil 
prisoner,  by  the  Name  of  Casper  Smith  Peter  Miller  (Johan  being  omitted  bi  the  ladld- 
ments)  was  arraigned  on  the  Indictment  found  against  him  in  July  Term  1729  for  tte 
Robbery  of  (Coonradt  Flaacke.  and  on  the  Indictm't  for  a  riot  with  an  attempt  to  oobbC 
a  Felony  at  the  House  of  Jacob  Cooper;  and  to  each  of  these  Indictments  respsctiTtly 
he  pleaded  guilty. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  did  not  at  that  Time  think  proper  to  move  for  Judgment  igaiaK 
him.  and  he  remains  a  prisoner  in  the  gaol  of  the  People  Ac  at  Albany. 

John  McKesson,  Albany  Sd  BCay.  lit 

Sir.  At  the  Request  of  Mr.  Attorney  General  I  transmit  your  Bzcellency  a  Sttu  •( 
the  Case  of  Johan  Casper  Smith  Peter  Miller;  and  have  the  Honor  to  be.  Sir,  yoir 
moet  obedient  humble  Servant 

John  MeKesion.  Sd  May.  IM- 
His  Ehccellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2864.] 
Anxiety  in  the  North  Eastern  Section  of  the  State. 

White  Greek,  May  3d  17&0. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency,  I  am.  requested  by  a  number  of 
people  of  this  District  (met  on  the  Subject)  to  Inform  your  Ex 
celleney,  that  by  reason  of  your  Excellency's  Orders  being:  not 
Carried  into  Execution,  the  Post  at  Skeansborough  is  Eracoared 
&  the  small  stores  which  was  there  is  moved-  to  Fort  Edward. 
Its  presumed  that  fifty  of  OoUo.  Yates'  Regiment  was  by  rour 
Excellency  Ordered  to  take  Post  at  Skeansborough  &  to  Con- 
tinue there  one  Mounth.  The  Troops  to  the  number  of  Twenty 
four  or  Twenty  five  of  that  Regt.  went  to  Skeansborough.  bat 
would  not  stay,  so  that  your  Excellency  will  see  that  we  are 
Iiitiroly  Exposed  to  the  Enemy.     Numbers  have  moved  off  tr^^ 
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Ikeansborough  and  the  remaindeit  are  moving^  and  without 
imelv  Assistance  it  will  be  the  Case  with  ue,  as  the  militia 
lere  have  been  so  perpetually  Harassed,  it  is  Imposable  to  send 
I  suflSciency  for  that  post,  from  this  Regiment  there  although 
he  New  Levies  will  probably  be  ready  in  a  fortnight.  It  is 
nost  Humbly  requested  that  your  Excellency  will  cause  a  suffi- 
sient  number  of  those  New  Levies  to  be  stationed  at  Skeans- 
)orough  &  Fort  Ann  ae  its  a  great  Distance  for  them  to  Range. 
From  Fort  George  to  Skeansborough  is  40  Miles  and  from  Skeans- 
borough  to  Rutland  is  27  Miles,  the  two  Nearest  poste.  The 
People  on  this  fronteer  are  greatly  Alarm'd.  Fourteen  went  of 
to  the  Enemy  last  week  from  Kingsbury,  and  the  Scots' 
Patent,  and  they  will  Inform  the  Enemy  how  we  are  Scituated. 
However^  we  hope  your  Excellency  will  persue  such  measures  as 
will  give  a  generall  Sattisfaction,  so  as  to  Quiet  those  who  are 
about  to  move  off,  as  well  as  for  them  that  hath  moved  off  to 
return,  as  it  will  be  Sattisfactory  to  the  People  must  request  an 
Answer,  which  ^ill  greatly  Oblidge  one  who  is  with  respect  & 
Esteem,  your  most  Obed't  and  Most  Humble  Serv't 

John  Williams. 
N.  B.    We  are  Credibly  Informed  that  Skeansborough  People 
are  about  to  silisit  the  New  State  for  protection  &  if  its  granted 
iwhich  I  make  no  doubt  but  it  will)  othere  will  follow  them. 
To  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2S65.] 
Micah  Townsend  Introduces  Major  Hunt  to  Governor  Clinton, 

Brattleborough  4th  May  iVsO. 
Sir,  As  Major  Hunt,  who  will  have  the  Honor  of  delivering  the 
Committee's  Letter,  is  entirely  unknown  to  your  Excellency;  I 
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take  the  Liberty  of  recommending  him  to  yoar  Notice.  He  is  t 
Gentleman  possessed  of  considerable  Proj^rty  and  InflaeiMe 
amongst  us,  of  strict  Honor  and  Veracity,  but  of  so  much  Mod- 
esty as  to  prevent  his  appearing  to  advantage  among  thoie  who 
are  Strangers  to  him.  In  «hort  he  is  as  amSable  a  Character  tf 
we  have  in  this  new  Country. 

If  the  Proclamation  for  convening  the  L^^lature  is  in  Prii^ 
hope  to  receive  it  at  Mr.  Hunt's  Return;  together  with  any  Xewi 
relative  to  the  Settlement  of  the  Disturbances  here,  which  yoir 
Excellency  may  have  received  in  the  Recess  of  the  Legislature. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  most  obed't  &  very  humble  Senr't 

Micah  Townsend. 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2866.] 

Captain  Bamardus  Stcarticout  Declares  Irregular  the  Court  MnrM 
That  Cashiered  Him. 

To  his  Excillcr.cv  George  CIlDton  Esquir,  Governor  Jb  Commander  ic  CJi:«r  of  i:^ 
Mi'litia  of  the  State  of  New  York  &c.  The  Remonstrance,  &  petition  of  Berii:i>i 
Swartwout.  now  or  late  Commander  of  a  Comp'y  in  Coll.  John  Prear's  Regt.  o!  fo:t 
la  the  Said  Melitla.  humbly  Sbeweth  That  on  the  16th  of  NoT'r  1778,  your  petit.o:e: 
(in  Consequence  of  an  are«t  by  the  Said  Coll.  Prear),  was  had  before  a  Brigade  Court 
Martial,  Charged  with  Disobediecce  of  orders  and  behaving  unbecoming  an  013:*:  is 
by  a  P.fcord  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Said  Court  may  appear. 

That  yonr  pttitloiur.  Cannot  but  think  the  proceedings  of  the  Said  Court  were  r*'- 
t:al.  as  the  testimony  of  Several  of  hia  witnesses,  which  he  thinks  were  of  greti  .=:- 
portance  to  him.  were  Scarcely  taken  notice  of.  and  not  So  much  as  enterd  on  thf-T 
books;  that  the  whol<:  or  a  great  part  of  the  proceedings  of  Said  Oourt  appears  u:- 
regular.  for  it  was  not  ocly  held  in  the  Night  Contrary  to  the  rules  of  war.  ba:  wb<: 
the  Ct:arge  was  Call  d  for.  CoH.  Frear  answer'd  he  had  no  written  Charges,  snd  »u 
then  Dlrecti'd  by  the  president,  to  get  a  Clerk  and  Draw  up  his  Charges. 

Tbat  yi'Ur  P' tt;ui:cr.  would  have  L'efended  himself  by  Showing  that  the  Ord?n 
Re.^'d  froni  tht-  S'd  Coll.  were  grievous,  partial  and  Repugnant  to  the  Uelia  La*. 
iLsomuvh  thfit  be  tboucLt  hiniseif  Justlfisble  In  refusing  a  Strict  Compliance  t^crt- 
with.  but  thi>  tc5t:mory  of  his  Evldence5.  iwho  were  with  great  relactasce  admitted  br 
ti.o  prts:Jti.t'  wu?  d;rcga;Jid.  That  your  petitioner,  (altho  the  Sentance  of  ihe?*^ 
C  u:t  w.it.  :.cvtr  apprivM  of  by  the  Commandant)  was  publlckly  aspers'd  In  the  Nf*»* 
I.r,-*  l>  1 1.0  S.i.J  Coll.  T.:jt  ycur  petitioner,  therefore,  prays  for  Such  Relief  in  tht 
rrc:^:-^.s  ..«  to  your  Exoe.lii.cy  n:sy  Seem  meet  and  your  petitioner  as  Ic  duty  bona* 
S:..r.'.  I  wr  ;  :..\    \  Barnardus  Swarivofl*- 

r. '.^clikt » psif  V.Av  4:V.  lT>r 
N    1      1:..  :i"s\i  .-we  .-i  t    :ry  .r  ti-..:  ;r..  ctd-.cgf  of  the  Court  Martial. 
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TNo.  2867.] 
Colonel  Fisher  Makes  Application  in  Behalf  of  His  Men, 

Albany,  the  4  of  May  1780. 
Sir,  By  the  Qenl.  orders  the  Portion  of  the  Nine  Months  men 
to  be  Raised  for  the  Block  House  at  Sacondaga  are  to  Oume  out 
af  Genl.  Ten  Broeek's  Brigade.  I  have  been  aplayed  to  by  Several 
Df  the  most  Respectable  men  out  of  my  Regt.  to  Intrit  with  you 
Qiat  the  men  Reaised  out  of  my  Regt.  Being  best  acquented  with 
that  part  of  the  Contry,  may  be  Posted  in  the  Block  House  which 
I  have  Promised  to  do  and  in  Consequence,  thereof,  the  Regt. 
tpdYe  Large  Bounty  to  get  the  Best  of  men  for  the  purpose.  I 
■nofit,  therefor,  Beg  that  it  may  be  so  altered^  and  the  men  that 
are  to  Cume  out  of  genl.  Ten  Broeck's  I  presume  will  be  Equell 
Servisable  Either  at  Fort  Plank  or  Harkermar.  I  am  Sir  your 
most  obed't  Humble  Sir't  F.  Fisher. 

Bis  Excellency  Gorge  Clenten. 


[Nos.  286S-2869.] 
Grievance  of  Mr.  John  Camming. 
Sir,  It  gives  me  the  greatest  Concern,  that  I  cannot  at  this  time 
•end  out  an  Exchange  for  my  young  People  agreeable  to  my 
Parole.  I  waited  on  Mr.  Loring  who  possitively  refused  me,  unless 
1  coo'd  find  four  Citizens  willing  to  go  out  to  whom  he  wou'd  pro- 
core  Passports,  I  then  waited  on  Grenl.  Robertson  who  desir'd  I 
•hou'd  detain  the  men,  and  he  wou'd  endeavour  in  a  little  time  to 
procure  an  exchange  for  them.  He  like  ways  desired  I  shou'd  re- 
mind you  of  his  permitting  Major  Lush  to  go  out  on  his  Parole 
long  before  his  Exchange,  and  that  he  was  ce^rtain  you  wou'd 
without  any  doubt  permit  these  men  to  remain  in,  till  he  had  it 
in  his  power  to  Comply  with  your  request;  as  the  men  were  Tie\^^ 
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in  arms  against  you,  and  that  they  shon'd  remain  as  on  parole 
till  they  were  exchanged,  I  have  reason  to  belieTe  that  my  frini 
Mr.  Loring  will  soon  be  superceded,  in  which  case  Oapt'n  Smith 
who  is  most  likely  to  Succeed  him,  promises  to  agree  immediately 
to  relieve  my  Parole;  the  young  Oentl'n  yon  gave  me  a  list  o^  are 
already  sent  out,  and  one  more  who  was  taken  at  the  same  ^imt, 
is  sent  out  with  the  Flagg.  However,  I  begg  to  have  yonr  Sot 
timents  concerning  this  matter  pr.  next  Flagg,  when  you  may  be- 
lieve I  will  use  ever  endeavor  to  f ulfnll  my  engagements  with  yoa, 
and  I  only  regret  that  it  is  not  at  present  in  my  Power.  I  have 
sent  papers  with  Mr.  Bloodgood,  and  believe  me  to  be  with  a 
gratefull  sense  of  your  goodness  humanity  and  CSvility  to  me. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed't  Serv't 

Jnow  Gumming. 
New  York  May  5th  1780. 

Will  your  Excellency  please  to  consider  the  Case  of  Mr.  Wm. 

Ray*  of  CJoxsocky  who  I  never  look'd  on  as  yonr  enemy.   Mr. 

Bloodgood  can  inform  you  of  his  present  case  as  near  as  I  cond 

inform  him.    Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  2S70.] 
JOH>'  JAY  i^EEKS  INFORMATION. 
But  Warns  Governor  Clinton  That  Spain  and  France  Are  Addictd 
to  Inspeeting  Letters. 

Aranjuez  21  miles  from  Madrid.  lUh  May  ITSV 
I>*»ar  Sir,  As  I  have  not  my  Papers  with  me  I  oannot  ascertain 
the  n\iinl>f*r  or  I>at«/s  of  my  Letters  to  you  since  I  left  Anitrira. 

•New  York  M«j  5ih  i:?f 

Thi'  Sul'S.  rJber  hereby  oi^rtifif*.  that  Wlirm  Ray,  after  for  aboTe  a  twelre  niMi^ 
past,  having  bovii  attnok-.d.  with  ar.  Intermitting  FeTcr,  vhich  freeqoeDtljr  Tttnn*i'. 
has  ni'W  for  six  months  been  afBlctc^  with  a  Dropiy.  which  hitherto  has  eluded  i^ 
Fii:^r  vf  wory  lUuitdy  that  has  been  prescribed  for  him.  and  which  from  tu  «>^ 
BX.'.wy  iiiul  vortr.ua:.-*?  has  low  bcvomt  of  very  doubtfuU  eveDt 

Samuel  Bsrl 
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[  have  oftea  done  myself  the  Pleasure  of  writing,  to  you,  and  am 
in  daily  Expectation  of  receiving  a  few  Lines  from  you. 

The  la«t  accounts  from  America  were  of  the  10th  March,  con- 
tained in  two  or  three  Boston  News  Papers  brought  to  Bilboa 
from  Newbury.  They  give  us  Reason  to  expect  that  your  name- 
sakes Fleet  has  been  thoroughly  dispersed  and  his  Designs  on 
Boath  Carolina  thereby  defeated. 

I  am  anxious  for  a  Confirmation  of  this  Intelligence.  It 
would  operate  in  Europe  as  much  to  our  advantage,  tho  perhaps 
not  so  much  to  our  Glory,  as  a  victory.  As  long  a»  you  can  main- 
tain your  Importance,  and  appear  neither  to  want  Friends  or 
fear  Foe8,you  will  enjoy  Respectability  on  this  Side  of  the  Water, 
and  reap  all  the  advantages  resulting  from  it.  By  her  Power, 
Justice,  Commerce  and  Consequence,  America  must  expect  to 
gain  and  keep  Friends.  The  Equity  of  her  Cauee  is  with  many 
only  a  secondary  Consideration. 

It  is  said  you  have  again  adopted  the  System  of  regulating 
Prices.     I  expect  no  good  from  it. 

[What]  has  been  done  with  Vermont?  It  would  give  me  pain 
to  hear  that  things  remain  in  the  State  I  left  them.  Delay  is  a 
Trump  Card  that  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  remain  in  Hand. 

An  English  paper  contains  what  they  call,  but  I  can  hardly 
believe  to  be,  your  Confiscation  act.  If  truly  printed.  New  York 
in  disgraced  by  Injustice  too  palpable  to  admit  even  of  palliation. 
I  feel  for  the  Honor  of  my  Country,  and,  therefore,  beg  the  Favor 
of  you,  to  send  me  a  true  Copy  of  it,  that  if  the  other  be  false, 
1  may  by  publishing  yours  remove  the  Prejudices  against  you 
occasioned  by  the  former. 

I  wish  to  know  who  are  your  members  in  Congre«s.  I  find 
Livingston  is  one  and  I  am  glad  of  it.     What  has  become  ol 
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Morris?    Dout  let  his  Enemies  in  or  out  of  the  State  mn  bin 
down. 

When  you  write  to  me  recollect,  that  it  is  ten  to  one  but] 
Letter  will  be  inspected  on  its  way  thro  the  Po«t  offices  of  Pnnce 
or  Spain.     Write,  therefore,  under  this  Impression. 

When  you  see  my  old  Friends  remember  me  aflfectionatelT  to 
them.    You  know  who  they  are. 

Mrs.  Jay  is  at  Madrid,  in  better  Health  than  she  has  been  for 
some  months  past.     Tell  me  in  your  next  how  the  Children  d^: 
assure  Mrs.  Clinton  of  my  Regard  and  believe  me  to  be  very  sin- 
cerely your  most  obed't  Serv't  John  Jay 
His  Excellency  GovY  Clinton. 
[Private] 


[No.  2871.] 
Divisions  of  a  IhlimjtKnvtf  Court  Martial. 

Head  Quarters  Poughkeepsie  May  6tb  1T>' 
Gf.nl.   Orders. 

Tried  at  a  Genl.  Court  martial  \^hereof  Ueut.  Colo.  Joseph  Hasbrouck  was  Prcsid';:'- 
William  Kapp,  for  disobedience  of  orders,  acquitted:  John  Lucky.  Sergt..  for  I*^-'- 
tion  found  guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  Dollars;  Joseph  Mapes.  for  d':l=- 
queiicy  found  guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  two  hundred  Dollars;  Israel  Hod|:e  tor  '-- 
linquenfy,  plead  Inability  to  march  &  was  acquitted:  Thomas  Johnston,  scr^.  '..: 
delinquency,  plead  Indisposition;  was  acquitted;  Tunis  Ransom  for  delinquen:?-  f-^J-i 
guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  sixty  Pounds;  Samuel  Brown  for  deBertlon  found  gu:lif  ^'^ 
sentenced  to  receive  one  hundred  Lashes  on  bis  bare  back  or  pay  thrw  fc-:  i'  - 
Poui:ds;  Cornelius  Dumerce  for  delinquency  found  guilty  &  sentenced  to  ;j>  ■- 
hundred  Pounds;  Daniel  Cain  for  delinquency  plead  inability  and  was  arqulttfd  ^ -J 
Runnels  for  delinqucLcy  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  pay  sixty  Prtunds:  Joh:.  y-*'- 
for  dr.linquerioy  found  guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  two  hundred  Pounds;  Na'lii'-*- 
liail».y  f(jr  delinquency  attjuitttd;  Matthew  Terrll  for  delinquency,  found  ifullty  s'-i 
s'^i.tonrtd  to  ray  two  hundred  Pounds:  John  Ball  Sergt.  for  delinquency  foucd  rr.'-'T 
and  fceLieutfd  to  pay  une  hundred  Pounds:  Nathaniel  Davis  for  delinquenrr  *cyA 
guilty  A."  .^tutenced  to  j-uy  two  hundred  &  fifty  Pounds.  Martin  Kilr  for  dfi-.r-jy:? 
plead  ii.difcposition  and  was  a<  quitted;  Simon  Ray  for  delinquency  found  f u  iiy  * 
sentenrtd  to  pay  thr^e  hu:.drfd  Pounds;  Aaron  Ecerit  for  dellnquer.'-y  four.d  gu.lry  * 
sentenced  to  pay  one  hunait-d  6c  fifty  Pounds;  William  Cooper  for  De*ert:oc  f:«i'i 
guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  one  hundred  Pounds;  Ebenezer  Sammon  for  d«Iii^»:--"' 
found  guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  Two  hundred  &  fifty  Pounds:  John  Brund*«  *'' 
df*l:n»iuency  found  guilty  &  jitntmitd  to  pay  two  hundred  Jb  fifty  Pounds:  Joft'-» 
Tcny  for  delinqucn'.y.  four. J  cuilty  Ac  sentenced  to  pay  one  hundred  Pounds:  Vii'-f- 
«;!:i:k  f-T  delinquen*  y  fouid  guilty  &  fcc-ntenced  to  pay  one  hundred  Pounds.  R:->i-*» 
lM.;.!n.n  Jun'r  fr-r  d- lir:<.iii»  L' >  found  guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  five  hundred  Pour4»- 
;..:.-.-  i"i:j!y  f-r  <1<  ^•::•li^i;.  f:.*i:  «1  ii'iAty  and  sentenced  to  pay  three  hundred  Poa"*"- 
„■■...<-'   y.- ■■'.K''  '"'■  »i' 1  :.  i'-.* :.  y  I'.^.A  i::'3i-poEition  &  was  acqtiltted;  Jesse  Seely -'»='' 
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lor  desertion  plead  guilty  &  was  seatenced  to  pay  forty  Pounds;  David  Howel  for 
delinquency  plead  Indisposition  was  acquitted;  John  Cornwell  for  delinquency  found 
guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  one  hundred  Pounds;  Abraham  Decker  for  desertion,  found 
sullty  and  sentenced  to  pay  one  hundred  Pounds;  Jabeth  Lewis  for  delinquency  found 
SUilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  forty  Pounds;  Oaky  Bloom  for  delinquency  found  guilty  and 
sentenced  to  pay  sixty  Pounds;  Jacobus  Van  Derhoff  for  delinquency  found  guilty  &. 
sentenced  to  pay  three  hundred  Pounds;  James  Armstrong  for  delinquency  plead  in- 
disposition &  was  acquitted;  Israel  Sammons  for  delinquency  found  guilty  &  sentenced 
to  pay  two  hundred  &  fifty  Pounds;  Solomon  Smith  for  delinquency,  found  guilty  & 
sentenced  to  pay  one  hundred  Pounds;  Michael  Jackson  for  delinquency  found  guilty 
and  sentenced  to  pay  two  hundred  Pounds;  James  Hall  for  delinquency  found  guilty 
A  sentenced  to  pay  Sixteen  Pounds;  Robert  Hatfield  found  guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay 
three  hundred  Pounds;  James  Runnels  for  delinquency  acquitted;  William  McMillen  for 
delinquency  plead  guilty  &  was  sentenced  to  pay  two  hundred  Pounds;  John  More  for 
delinquency  plead  guilty  &  was  sentenced  to  pay  three  hundred  Pounds;  Selah  Tucker 
for  delinquency  plead  indisposition,  was  acquitted;  Asher  More  for  delinquency  plead 
g:uilty  and  sentenced  to  pay  three  hundred  Pounds;  Gamaliel  Tuthill  for  delinquency 
found  guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  two  hundred  Pounds;  Qabrlel  Ludlam  for  delinquency 
found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  pay  three  hundred  Pounds;  William  Belmain  for  de- 
linquency pleaded  guilty  and  was  sentenced  to  pay  one  hundred  Pounds.  Thomas 
Horton,  Sergt.  for  delinquency  plead  indisposition  &  was  sentenced  to  pay  forty 
Pounds;  Samuel  Bull  for  delinquency  found  guilty  &.  sentenced  to  pay  three  hundred 
Pounds;  Philip  Miller  for  delinquency  was  acquitted;  Thomas  Night  for  delinquency 
found  guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  twenty  Pounds;  Ebenezer  Bull  for  delinquency  found 
guilty. &  sentenced  to  pay  three  hundred  Pounds;  James  Johnston  for  delinquency 
found  guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  two  hundred  Pounds;  Jeremiah  Butler  for  delin- 
quency found  guilty  St  sentenced  to  pay  three  hundred  Pounds;  William  Gerrlson  for 
delinquency  found  guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  two  hundred  Pounds;  Rosel  Gee  for 
delinquency  found  guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  two  hundred  Pounds;  James  East  for 
delinquency  found  guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  two  hundred  &  fifty  Pounds  &  Ebenezer 
Owen  for  delinquency  found  guilty  &  sentenced  to  pay  three  hundred  Pounds. 


His  Excell'cy  the  GoTernor  approves  the  Proceed 'gs  of  the  Court  &  the  several 
Sentences  (except  such  of  them  as  respect  the  follow'g  Persons  who  it  appears  were 
not  present  at  their  respective  Trials  viz't  (here  insert  their  names).  The  several 
•Sentences  (except  those  ag't  the  abovementioncd  Persons)  are  to  be  immediately  put 
Into  execution  &  the  several  Persons  acquitted  are  to  be  released. 


Saml.  Brown,  Ebenezer  Sammons,  John  Brundage,  Joshua  Terry,  James  Finly, 
Ab'm  Decker,  Jabeth  Lewis,  Oaky  Bloom,  Jacobus  Van  DerhotT.  Gamaliel  Tuthill. 
Gabriel  Ludlam.  —  his  F.  app'd,  Saml.  Bull.  Philip  Miller,  Thos.  NlRht.  Ebenezer  Bull, 
James  Johnston,  Jeremiah  Butler,  Wm.  Garrison,  Rosel  Gee.  James  East.  Eben'r  Owen. 


[No.  2872.] 
John  Wiley^s  Canwiissian  as  Commissary, 

By  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Gov'r  &c. 
To  John  Wiley  Elsquire  Greeting.  "WTiereaa  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said 
State,  entitled  "  an  act  to  provide  the  Troops  of  this  State  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  with  clothing  &  other  necessaries  "  passed  the  11th  March  1780,  it  is 
among  other  Things  enacted  "  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Person  administering  the 
Governm't  of  this  State  for  the  Time  being  by  writing  under  his  Hand  to  appoint 
from  Time  to  Time  during  his  Pleasure  a  Commissary  to  provide  the  said  Troops 
with  necessaries."  Therefore,  reposing  confidence  in  your  ability  &  Integrity  I  do 
hereby  appoint  you  the  said  John  Wiley.  Commissary  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
during  the  Pleasure  of  the  Person  administering  the  Gov't  of  this  State  for  the  Time 
being,  in  the  execution  of  which  you  are  to  govern  yourself  by  the  said  Law. 

In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  Hand  at  Poughkecpsie  in  Dutchess 
County  this  6th  Day  of  May  In  the  fourth  year  of  our  Independence  &  Vu  \.\i^  's^^t  ^\ 
our  Lord  1780. 
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[No.  2873.] 

The  Field  Officers  of  Van  Woert's  RegimevU  Submit  a  GriecatL 

Cambridge,  Mar  6th  1780. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Got'f  &e.  &c. 

Sir,  It  is  with  the  deepest  Concern  that  we  find  oarselves  orfcd 
by  necessity  to  Represent  to  your  Excellency  upon  what  a  Scene 
of  [>ast  misfortunes  has  made  our  present  Grievance. 

Prior  to  which  Grievance  we  would  beg  Leave  with  the  mont 
profound  respect  to  Submit  to  your  Excellency's  Consideratirto 
the  following  Introductive  reasons:  Since  the  time  of  oar  re- 
turn home,  after  being  drove  off  by  the  Enemy,  we  have  bt^n 
under  Standing  Orders,  to  repair  upon  the  Shortest  notice  to  ibe 
frontiers;  these  Orders  we  have  Punctually  Obeyed,  Chearfullj 
exerting  ourselves  upon  everj-  appearance  of  danger;  not  even 
upon  Such  occasions  regarding  the  most  pressing  calls  of  ne^e*- 
sity  to  continue  at  home  to  provide  for  our  families. 

We  have  likewise  borne  our  pro]>ortion  in  Publick  Drafts  for 
Campainc  Service,  in  Detachments,  and  in  Taxation  with  tlu- 
other  parts  of  the  State.  All  which  assistance  we  readily  af 
fordtnl,  tho  distressing  in  our  broken  Circumstances.  So  that 
the  IModuct  of  th<*se  years  past  has  been  nothing  less  than  an 
unabatiMl  Struggle  betwixt  the  Enemy,  and  Domestick  nfivssity. 

In  xhv  month  of  April  past  we  received  Orders  to  List  an«i 
Kquip  i'Vi^vy  thirty-fifth  man  for  tlK»  Ensuing  <'ampaine  r«>  \**' 
|M>s!tMi  as  fnmtii^r  iluards,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more  t" 
(Mir  minds.  It  wae*,  thrrefoiv.  Tordially  Ccmiplied  with,  an«i 
S|MMMiily  Kx<MUt<Mi,  hoping  by  this  means  to  relieve  ourji«'lvt'> 
from  tlh'  Iiisnp|K»rtabh»  bnrch-n  of  D<»tachments. 

r»ut  now.  <'onirary  to  our  ExiM^ctation,  and  what  we  coDsidtT 
a.s  a  <;ri«'vaiuf.  w«*  aiv  ordered  to  raise  one  Eighth  part  of  our 
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Militia,  and  to  provide  them  with  Arms,  Ammunition,  and  Pro- 
vision; to  take  post  upon  the  frontiers,  and  to  be  conitinued  by 
Believing.  Now,  tho  we  think  it  most  Neeeesary  that  the  Fron- 
tiers be  well  guarded,  as  Some  of  the  Inhabitants  are  already 
moving,  and  we  must  Soon  if  not  defended,  to  the  now  Interior 
parts  of  the  State  will  upon  a  few  removes  more  become  the 
frontier,  yet  in  our  present  Situation  we  are  able  neither  to 
Raise  nor  Equip  them. 

As  to  Arms  they  might  be  provided,  but  for  Amunition  it  is 
out  of  our  Power  to  procure;  for  tho  an  Article  of  the  Act  for 
Regulating  the  Militia  Points  out  how  Amunition  it  to  be  ob- 
tained, yet  we  are  altogether  unable  to  Purchase  it. 

As  to  Provision,  it  is  Absolutely  out  of  our  Power  to  Victual 
ourselves  upon  the  frontiers,  and  leave  SuflScient  to  Support  our 
families  at  home. 

This  Sir  is  our  Grievance  for  the  Consideration,  and  redress 
of  which  most  humbly  Implore  your  Excellency. 

That  your  Excellency  may  long  Enjoy  the  peacable  Govern- 
ment of  this  State,  is  for  what  we  shall  ever  pray. 

Lewis  Van  Woert  Colonel;  John  Blair  Lt.  Colo;  Jam's  Ashton 
Major. 
[To  G.  C] 

[No.  2874.] 

Captain  Williams  Promptly  Reports  the  Accidental  Burning  of  a 

Beacon. 

Sir,  By  some  unaccountable  negligence  in  the  Guard,  the 
Beacon  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  either  by  accident  or  design 
unfortunately  took  fire  about  one  o'Clock  this  day  &  burnt  to 
the  ground.     As  it  is  probable  this  accident  will  be  taken  by  the 
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Country  for  a  signal  of  alarm,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  gin 

you  this  information  to  prevent  the  movement  of  the  Hilitfau  I 

have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excellency'^  most  obed't  hmnble  m- 

vant 

Abraham  Williams,  Capt.  Commandant  FiihUlL 

Pishkill  May  7, 1780. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie,  May  8th  1780. 
Sir,  His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton  directs  me  to  present  yoo 
with  his  Thanks  for  your  attention  in  forward'g  the  acc't  of  the 
burning  of  the  Beacon.  The  alarm  guns  not  being  discharged  & 
a  gentleman  passing  thro'  this  Place  from  Fishkill  prevented  asj 
alarm  taking  Place.    I  am  R.  B.  [Robert  Benson.] 

[To  Capt.  Abraham  Williame.] 


[No.  2875.] 
General  Lewis  Morris  Unable  to  Attend  the  Session  of  the  Legislature. 

Society  Hall,  May  7th  178(K 
I>ear  Sir:  I  am  honored  with  your  Sixcellency's  circular  Letter 
of  The  22d  ult.  iH.»quiring  me  to  attend  the  Legislature  at  Kings 
ton  on  the  0th  instant.  My  zeal  for  the  public  Interest 
uiala*s  nie  extremely  anxious  to  contribute  my  feeble  aid  in  the 
Councils  of  tlu*  ►Stato  to  which  I  belong,  but  the  particular  Sitn- 
atinii  of  my  Family  obliges  me  to  request  your  leave  of  absence. 
I  i»ivsiiiiie  this  request  will  not  appear  extraordinary*  when  yoo 
coiisidi'i'  that  my  Family  is  larp:e,  and  the  economy  of  it  has 
6uJTeie<l.  and  still  suffers,  in  an  eminent  Degree,  by  my  long  at- 
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tention  to  public  Business:  besides  this  Consideration  permit 
me  to  remind  you,  Sir,  of  the  Petition  which  was  preferred 
against  the  Refugees  who  are  members  of  the  Legislature. 
Whether  the  objections  to  them  are  founded  in  Reason  or  the 
Spirit  of  Party  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine.  » Dignity  of  oflSce 
has  few  Charms  to  attract  a  man  of  my  advanced  years;  and  I 
should  wound  my  own  Feelings,  as  well  as  violate  one  of  the 
fundamental  duties  of  Society,  were  I  to  continue  in  the  Legifila- 
ture  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  my  Fellow  citizens.  At  the  Same 
time  I  assure  you,  Sir,  that  I  am  far  from  wishing  to  retire  from 
the  Service  of  my  Country,  and  should  the  operations  of  the  Cam- 
paign call  for  my  Exertions  in  the  Field,  I  shall  receive  your 
orders  \^ith  Pleasure,  and  execute  them  to  the  utmost  Extent 
of  my  slender  abilities.  '  Indeed  from  the  late  arrival  of  the 
Marquis  la  Fayette  in  Boston,  added  to  the  general  appearance 
of  things  in  Europe,  and  the  West  Indies,  I  cannot  help  indulg- 
ing a  Hope  that  we  shall  soon  move  against  New  York,  with  such 
a  combined  Force,  as  will  afford  us  the  most  flattering  success. 
Before  I  conclude  this  Letter  I  beg  your  Excellency  will  receive 
my  warmest  congratulations  on  your  being  reappointed  to  the 
Government.*  The  well  grounded  Esteem  I  have  always  enter- 
tained for  your  private,  and  public  Character,  induces  me  to  wish, 
most  sincerely,  that  you  may  preside  over  the  State  during  Life. 
And  should  I  be  honored  with  a  Seat  in  the  Legislature,  when 
Peace  is  established,  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  contributing  to 
render  your  administration  agreeable  to  your  Constituents,  and 
Pleasing  to  yourself.     Pray  make  my  best  regards  acceptable  to 

♦Under  the  first  State  Constitution  the  term  of  oflQce  of  governor  was  fixed  for  three 
years.  Governor  Clinton's  plurality  in  17S0  was  3,264.  The  records  of  the  canvass  of 
the  election  in  1780  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  archives  of  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office.— State  Historian. 
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Mrs.  Clinton  and  Family,  and  believe  me  to  be,  D*r  Sir,  with  tk 
greatest  Respect,  your  Excellency's  Friend,  and  Most  Hiakk 
Servant  Lewis  Morm 

P.  S.  Upon  Recollection  I  believe  the  Petition  I  speak  of  wm 
not  preferred  for  some  i>olitical  Reasons  bnt  it  was  broaght  tt 
town  and  postponed  to  the  next  Session  of  the  Legislature. 

[To  (}.  C] 


[No.  2876.] 

THE  WAR  IN  THE  SOUTH. 

Colonel    Half    Xotlfies    Governor    Clinton   of   the   Investment  cf 

Charlvston — Also  of  the  Deplorahk    Condition    of    Washin^oi^'i 

Army, 

Fishkill  8th  May  17S0. 

l>ear  Sir,  I  lately  arrived  from  head  Quarters  without  briofnog 
any  news,  except  that  Charlestown  was  compleatly  invested  on 
l()th  ult;  but  there  was  no  doubt  of  its  safety  on  20th  and  I 
think  it  must  have  be^^u  safe  much  latter  than  that  otherwtf^ 
we  should  have  heai'd  of  its  fall  from  New  York,  as  the  winds 
at  this  season  of  the  yi»ar  an^  jjenerally  favourable  for  vess^lj* 
coniinjr  to  the  northward,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  news  «»f 
such  consequence  will  be  conveyd  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

itovcrnor  Rutledge  with  some  other  of  the  principal  gentle- 
men left  the  Citty  at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants,  the  gentl*^ 
men  of  the  penerars  family  have  jrreat  hopes  respecting  it.  pro- 
vided they  have  a  sullirienry  of  Provisions,  and  it  is  said  tluy 
have  six  months:  I  wish  it  may  be  so.  and  indetnl  I  am  in  hop^ 
''^  '  otherwise  an  oftber  of  <ieneral  Lincoln's  Prudeni^  would 
sufferiMl  himself  t<»  be  so  eompleatly  invested,  when  b? 
md  safe  retiH^it  he  oould  have  prevented  it. 


The  Marquiss*  brings  no  news  that  has  yett  transpired.  The 
Snglish  at  New  York  appear  undoubtedly  to  be  uncommonly  ap- 
prehensive of  a  French  fleet,  and  yett  the  Marquiss  declares 
'pnblicly  he  knows  of  none  that  is  coming.  The  Committee  of  ar- 
rangement has  been  at  head  qrs.  allmost  a  month,  but  have  done 
Tery  little  indeed,  they  are  excessively  embarrassed  about  form- 
ing a  system  for  the  Qr.  masters  Department,  a  very 

and  complicated  one  indeed,  was  formed  by  General  Mifflen  and 
Mr.  Pickering,  to  which  the  Committee  in  their  orders  from 
Congress  are  desired  to  adhere  as  nearly  as  possible,  and  as  they 
find  many  matters  therein  which  want  alteration  they  have  I  be- 
lieve wrote  Congress  for  fuller  powers. 

The  Army  at  Morristown  both  have  and  now  are  in  a  most 
deplorable  situation  both  for  want  of  Provisions  &  Forage.  We 
are  no  better  here.  I  have  by  letter  advised  the  General  to  order 
both  Cominlssarys  and  Qr.  masters  to  agree  for  the  necessary 
supplies  at  a  hard  money  price,  payable  on  or  before  the  first  of 
Sept.,  either  in  hard  money  or  the  current  paper  money  of  the 
Country  equivalent  thereto;  the  General  after  laying  it  before 
the  other  General  oflScers  has  adopted  the  plan,  I  am  in  hopes  it 
will  be  of  considerable  help  to  us. 

I  sett  off  for  Hartford  tomorrow  morning  to  try,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  Colonel  Wadsworth,  if  the  salt  Provisions  in  that 
State  can  be  gott  on,  of  which  we  have  not  more  than  five  days 
allowance  in  this  Department. 
I  shall  do  myself  the  Honour  of  waiting  on  you  at  my  return,. 

*The  sword  ordered  by  CoD^ress  for  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  being  at  length 
flnisbed.  l\ent  It  down  to  him  at  Havre  where  he  was  with  the  troops  intended  for 
tbe  inTasion.  I  wrote  a  letter  with  it.  and  received  an  answer,  copies  of  which  I 
enclose,  together  with  a  description  of  the  sword,  and  drawings  of  the  work  upon  it, 
which  was  executed  by  the  best  artists  in  Paris,  and  cost  altogether  two  hundred 
guineas^  The  present  has  given  him  great  pleasure,  and  some  of  the  circumstancea 
hare  been  agreeable  to  the  nation.— Franklin  to  Francis  Hopklnson. 
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and  am  with  mr  own  &  Mrs.  Hay's  respectfal  complimenU  t« 
Mrs.  Clinton  your  Excellencies  most  obed't  &  very  hamble  Btft 

Udny  Hit. 

Governour  Clinton. 


[No.  2877.] 

Governor   Clinton    Offers    Xo    Objection    to    the   Foster   FamUfi 
Proceedinfj  to  Netc  York, 

Fish  Kill  8  May  ITSfi. 

Sir,  I  am  ordered  by  General  Howe  to  request  your  information 
respecting  the  Parole  generally  taken  from  a  Citizen  found  in 
arms  when  permitted  to  go  within  the  Enemies  lines;  there  i< 
a  Benijah  Burtis  of  Westchester  County  under  these  circom- 
fitances  at  present,  and  the  General  is  incited  from  the  repons 
he  has  had  respecting  his  Conduct  to  grant  him  his  Parole. 

The  General  desires  likewise  I  would  inform  you  that  a  Mrs. 
Foster  with  seven  Children — the  oldest  twelve  years — want?  to 
go  to  her  husband  below  the  linos  who  is  an  old  man  of  eixtj 
years  and  went  to  the  Enemy  about  six  weeks  agoe;  she  is  in- 
formed he  is  upon  Alderman  T^ggett's  farm;  she  is  stroncK 
recommended  by  Lt.  Knap  and  Mr.  Gill)ert  Budd;  I  am  totally 
unacquainted  with  any  of  their  Characters.  I  am  most  resf>e«?t- 
fully,  your  Excellencies  most  obedient  and  very  humble  Se't 

Udny  Hav. 

She  has  the  general's  consent  if  she  obtains  yours. 
Governour  Clinton. 


D'p  Sir,  I  have  rec'd  your  two  Letters  of  the  Sth  Inst.    You 

will  pleaae  to  inform  Genl.  Howe  that  I  have  no  objection  to  Mrs. 

tep's  going  with  her  Children  to  her  Husband  at  New  YorL 


if  he  thinks  it  proper.  The  subetance  of  the  Parole  of  a  Citizen 
permitted  to  go  in  Exchange  is,  that  he  will  not  say  or  do  any- 
thing prejudicial  to  the  Interests  of  the  United  States  in  general, 
or  of  this  state  in  particular,  and  that  he  will,  if  not  duly  ex- 
changed, deliver  within  the  Time  limitted  himself  up  to  the  Com- 
missary Genl.  of  Prisoners.    I  have  only  to  add  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  ydny  Hay.] 

Kingston  20th  May. 


[No.  2878.] 

Dr.  Provooat  Acknowledges   Oovernor  Clinton^s  Kindness  to  Mrs, 

Provoost 

Sir,  I  eagerly  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  presenting  the 
most  cordial  acknowledgments  to  your  Excellency  for  the  favour 
granted  to  Mrs.  Provost  which  I  really  hope  will  prove  of  ser- 
vice to  her  health,  tho'  she  is  not  flattered  by  the  Physicians  with 
the  expectation  of  a  speedy  recovery,  or  any  removal  of  her  com- 
plaints, but  what  must  arise  from  unremitted  attention  to  her 
Diet  and  the  most  industrious  perseverance  in  following  their 
Prescriptions.  On  her  passage  to  and  from  New  York  she  was 
treated  with  the  kindest  attention  by  General  Howe  and  the 
other  officers  at  the  forts,  for  which  we  think  ourselves  greatly 
indebted  to  your  Excellency's  recommendation  and  their  polite- 
ness. 

There  was  a  letter  sent  to  the  care  of  Mrs.  Provost  by  Mr. 
William  Smith,  which  being  written  in  a  figurative  stile,  that  she 
could  not  readily  comprehend,  and  mentioning  bills  as  sent  by 
her  which  she  never  saw  or  heard  of,  she  thought  necessary  to 
deliver  to  Capt.  Bloodgood,  who  has  promised  to  send  it  back 
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to  Poughkeepsie  for  your  Excellency's  pemealy  Bhoald  it  be  pe^ 
fectly  inoflfensive  as  very  probably  it  may  be.  I  know  your  good- 
ness will  excuse  the  ignorance  or  overcantion  of  herself  and  tbe 
captain.  I  am,  with  the  most  lively  sentiments  of  gratitade  and 
esteem  your  Excellency's  very  Humble  Servant 

Saml.  ProYOQst 

P.  S.    Mrs.  Provost  joins  in  respectfnl  compliments  to  Hit. 
Clinton  and  family. 

Manor  of  Livingston  Thursday  the  10  of  May  1780. 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  2879.] 

COLONEL  VAN  SCHAICK  OVERRIDES  BOARD  OF  WAR. 

Disregards  Their  Orders  to  Abolish  Several  Military  Posts  in  the 
Northern  Department. 

Albany  May  10th  IT^i. 

Sir,  Iiulose  your  Excellency,  Copy  of  an  act  of  the  Hon«»raMf=- 

the  Board  of  War,  by  which  you  will  be  informed  that  they  hav*- 

ordered  a  number  of  Posts  in  this  Department  to  be  broke  up. 

AiiKnigst  tlios*^  an*  <*nunierated,  the  places  your  F^xrellen<\v  as- 

m^mumI  for  the  liendezvous  of  the  Tronns  raising  for  the  defence 

of  th**  Frontiers  in  this,  Tryon,  &  <;harlotte  Counties.     Uenenil 

Ten    HrofM'k   liavinjr   met   with   an   accident   whirh    wjU   rentier 

him   niitit  fnr  Duty  for  some  time,  apprehensive  that  thf*  a»n 

would  nnt  hk'  carrifd  into  execution  so  soon  as  what  wae  neivs- 

sjirv.  I  liavt'  nMph'Si<'d  the  officers  Commanding  RegimeoTts  iD 

Gineral  Ten  Ih-orrkV  Brigade  immediately,  to  send  their  men 

the  placejs  of  Keiidezvous  assigued  to  each  Regiment  by  the 

leral. 
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I  have  also  thought  proper  to  supersede  the  orders  of  the 
Board  of  War,  by  directing  the  Deputy  Commissarj^  Geaeral  of 
IsBues  in  this  Department,  to  continue  an  Issuing  Commissary 
at  each  of  the  following  Posts;  Schoharry,  Fort  Plank,  &  Sacon- 
dago.  The  Troops  at  Fort  Edward  can  be  Victualed  by  the  Com- 
missary from  Fort  George.  Altho  General  Schuyler  concurs  in 
opinion  with  the  Board  of  War,  a  line  from  your  Excellency  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  I  trust  will  obtain  a  Justification  of 
my  Conduct,  &  an  order  for  continuing  Issuing  Commissaries  at 
the  places  the  Troops  may  be  stationed  for  the  defence  of  the 
Northern,  &  Western  Frontiers  in  these  parts.  If  laeuing  Com- 
missaries are  not  allowed  to  be  continued,  I  wish  some  mode  may 
Bpeedly  be  pointed  out  in  what  manner  those  Troops  are  to  be 
Victualed.  I  am  most  respectfully,  your  Excellencies  most 
obedient  humble  servant  G.  V.  Schaick. 

His  Excellency  Grovernor  Clinton. 


Philadelphia  16th  March  1780. 

Dear  Sir,  Your  favor  of  the  27tb  Ulto.  inclosing  Col.  Van 
Schaick's  Certificates,  I  have  Received,  and  laid  both  before  the 
Board  of  War  in  expectation  that  they  would  Justify  you  and 
of  Course  myself,  from  the  Charge  of  keeping  up  many  unneces- 
sary Posts  in  your  district.  I  have  their  Orders  to  desire  you 
will  as  soon  after  the  Receipt  of  this  as  Possible  break  up  the 
following  Posts  Viz:,  Schenectady,  Schohara,  Johnstown,  Fort 
Plank,  Oneida  Castle,  Halfmoon  Point,  New  City,  Saratoga,  Fort 
Edward,  Skeensborough,  Bennington,  Rutland,  Keen  &  Peterbor- 
ough, Charlestown  &  Haverhill.  Previous  to  my  writing  you  on 
this  Subject,  I  Requested  to  Consult  General  Schuyler  who  Coa- 
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curs  in  opinion  with  the  Board  of  War,  and  who  has  Copie 

the  daily  Issues  of  most  of  those  Places,  which  appears  to  re 

it  quite  unnecessary  they  should  be  Continued.     I  beg  you 

lose  no  time  in  fully  obeying  this  order  of  the  Board  of  Wai 

it  should  differ  widely  from  your  own  Judgment  you  will  C 

the  accounts  of  the  assistants  that  are  suspended  by  this  oi 

as  fast  as  possible,  and  have  any  Stores  that  may  Remain 

hand  at  the  time  of  their  Respective  dismission  forwarded  to 

most  Convenient  Posts,  that  is  yet  to  Continue ;  the  detachm 

that  are  Stationed  at  the  Posts  now  to  be  broke  up  must  be 

nish-d  with  Provisions  monthly  from  the  Posts  that  Remain 

orders  of  the  officers  Commanding  at  those  Places. 

Signd  Charles  Stewart,  C.  G.  of 

Copy. 

To  James  Gray,  Esqr.,  Deputy  Com'y  Genl.  of  Issues  Albar 


[No.  2880.] 
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[No.  2881.] 

To  Fill  Vacaucks  in  James  Clintons  Brigade. 

Pokeepeie,  May  12,  1780. 

D'r  Sir,  There  have  been  frequent  applications  from  the  dif- 
ferent Regts.  of  your  Brigade  to  fill  up  vacancies  occasioned  by 
Deaths  or  Resignations  &c.  It  is  impossible  for  the  Council  of 
Appointm't  to  enter  on  this  Business  upon  those  partial  Returns 
with  any  Certainty  of  doing  general  Justice,  and  yet  not  only 
the  public  service  may  suffer  but  also  the  Officers  to  whom  pro- 
motion is  due  unless  this  Business  is  compleated.  I  have,  there- 
fore, to  request  of  you  to  obtain  a  proper  Return  of  the  vacancies 
in  the  Differ't  Corps  raised  under  Direction  of  this  State,  and 
of  the  Persons  who  agreable  to  their  present  Rank  ought  to  fill 
them,  and  the  different  Promotions,  that  will  be,  thereby,  oc- 
casioned &  this  Return  sigtfed  by  yourself  &  approved  *&  certified 
to  be  necessary  by  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief.  You 
will  be  pleased  to  forward  me  without  Delay,  that  I  may  lay  the  , 
same  before  the  Council  of  Appointm't  who  are  convened  at 
Kingston  &  will  sit  ab't  3  weeks;  I  wish  Capt.  Wiley  to  proceed 
to  Kingston  &  receive  his  appointm^t  &  Instructions  agreable  to 

my  Request  in  my  last  Letter  to  you. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  James  Clinton.] 


[No.  2882.] 

Major  Wynkoop  Forwards  His  Resignation, 

Kingston  May  12th  1780. 

Sir,  This  morning  I  came  to  Kingston  jnirposely  to  resign  my 
Commission  to  your  Excellency,     In  doing  this,  it  may  be  ex- 
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pected,   and  I  doubt  not  is  proper,  that   I   should   assign  t 
Reasons  which  has  determined  me  on  such  a  step. 

Ever  since  my  appointment  to  the  Rank  I  now  hold  more  th 
an  equal  share  of  actual  Service  has  Fallen  into  my  Ix)t.  Co 
Elmendorph  has  been  for  yeai*«,  thro'  Sickness  incapable,  of  du 
and  Colo.  Snyder's  mode  of  managing  the  Regt.  has,  in  i 
opinion,  never  been  calculated  either  to  Promote  harmony  amo 
the  officers  and  men  or  utility  to  the  publick.  In  the  ordt 
which  he  has  in  several  Instances  issued  to  me,  the  nature  a 
form  of  them  argues  in  him,  either  Ignorance  or  design.  Thi 
are  my  Reasons,  Sir,  and  as  I  have  long  and  deliberately  weigt 
them,  and  now  Firmly  resolved,  your  Exellen'y  will  please  acc^ 
of  my  Resignation. 

Permit  me  now  to  assure  you,  that  as  in  my  Public  Charac 
I  have  ever  endeavoured  to  be  Forward  in  my  duty;  so  in 
private  Capacity  my  most  strenuous  efforts  shall  never  be  wa 
ing  to  the  Calls  of  my  Country.     I  am,  with  great  Esteem,  yi 
ExcelPy  Most  Obed't  Serv't 
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Both  these  vessels  landed  the  troops  at  Oswego,  where  Sir 
John,  was  with  150  as  he  guessed. 

From  Oswego  the  troops  proceeded,  one  part  on  Battoes,  the 
rest  by  land.  The  Battoes  proceeded  two  Days,  when  they  came 
to  a  carrying  place;  where  the  Battoes  and  Cargoes  were  carried 
over,  and  then  proceeded  on,  as  he  tackes  it  on  the  same  Lacke 
or  River,  Still  Water;  from  thence  the  Battoes  proceedet  into  a 
small  Creek,  which  led  into  a  Lacke,  which  lacke  the  made  in  an 
Hour's  time:  here  the  Land  troops  joined;  the  Battoes  were 
brought  into  a  small  Creek  and  left  there.  He  has  heard  that 
three  Days  provision  was  left  with  the  Battoes;  one  Battoe  was 
sent  back  with  sick  and  Creeples;  He  adds  that  the  Creeck  was 
saltish. 


[No.  2884.] 

Colonel  Klock  and  Captain  Deygert  Apprehend  Further  Depredations 
from  the  Indians  and  Tories. 

Tryon  County,  Conajohary,  May  ye  12th  1780. 
Sir,  Upon  a  Declaration  under  oath  of  a  Person,  who  was  a 
considerable  Time  ago  kept  by  us  as  a  Spy,  and  actually  has 
done  these  parts  very  material  Services  by  his  faithfuU  Informa- 
tions, we  find  that  this  County  is  once  more  in  the  most  critical 
Situation.  Sir  John  Johnson  with  a  Body  under  his  Command 
is  under  March  to  come  out  at  Johnstown  and  to  attack  Stone 
araby.  Brand  with  an  other  Body  is  to  fall  upon  Conajohary 
at  the  same  Time.  The  Blow,  as  is  mentioned  in  a  Letter  of 
the  former,  would  have  been  given  at  this  Time,  if  Snow  and 
Water  had  not  been  an  obstacle.  We  have  to  Day  made  Ap- 
plication to  general  Ten  Broeck  for  the  most  speedy  and  effectual 


.} 


is  carried  to  furnish  those  assiMiibled  and  assemblii 
self  was  helping  to  ride  provision.  Wo  must  decla 
have  not  the  least  reason  to  doubt  the  Veracity  of  tl 

S  tion;  it  aggrees  perfectly  with  the  C'ontents  of  thi 

who  were  send  by  a  party,  who  toock  prisoners 
Snyder's  Bush,  from  disatt'ected  persons  of  this  Coui 
families,  wherein  is  mentioned,  that  they  were  mack 
preparations,  as  they  never  saw  before,  and  therel: 

I  not  doubting  of  conciuering  the  Country,  at  Ix'ast  t 

and  in  order,  that  they  will  soon  see  their  Families, 
it  our  Duty  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  with  all 
ti<Milars,  but  we  think  secrecy  is  a  material  point  to 
vation;  for  we  can  not  know  most  whom  to  trust  oi 
to  depend.  Our  deponent  says,  that  there  is  ofH^ 
lower  District,  who  have  Comissions  from  the  E 
actually  enlisted  one  the  Number  of  eighty  one  3 
Vischer  mackes  no  Doubt  to  disobey  my  Express  oi 
whom   to  rely  upon  any  Emergency     I   think  very 
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of  Ammunition  and  provision,  and  remain  your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  and  most  humble  Servants 

Jacob  Klock,  Col. 

Peter  S.  Deygert. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  &c.  of  New 

York. 


[No.  2885.] 
Lineal  List  of  Officers  of  New  York  State  Orgtmizations. 

Morris-Town  May  I4t  1780. 

Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  the  present  arrangement  of  my 
Regiment;  together  with  the  Promotions,  which  of  right  belong 
to  those  Gentelm:  whose  names  are  fixed  opposite  the  Vacan- 
cies, and  Death. 

Your  Ezellency,  will,  I  hope,  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the 
Counsel  of  Appointment,  for  their  approbation,  the  Genteln's 
names,  who  have  served  as  Ensigns  without  Comissions.  I  wass 
authorized  by  your  Excellency's  Letter  dated  May  15th  79,  to 
Continue  them,  upon  the  Nomination,  untill  the  Counsel  could 
be  Convened. 

The  Vacancies  with  respect  to  those  Ensigns  have  happened, 
as  specified  in  the  margin. 

I  am,  with  Sentiments  of  great  Respect,  your  Exellency's  most 

obiedent  most  humble  Servant 

Fred.  Weissenfels. 
His  Exellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 
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pected,  and  I  doubt  not  is  proper,  that  I  shoald'  asngn  tke 
Reasons  which  has  determined  me  on  sach  a  step. 

Ever  since  my  appointment  to  the  Bank  I  now  hold  more  thu 
an  equal  share  of  actual  Service  has  Fallen  into  my  Lot  Colo. 
EUmendorph  has  been  for  years,  thro'  Bickness  incapable,  of  ditj, 
and  Colo.  Snyder's  mode  of  managing  the  Begt  has,  in  my 
opinion,  never  been  calculated  either  to  Promote  havmony  amoag 
the  officers  and  men  or  utility  to  the  publick.  In  the  ordew 
which  he  has  in  several  Instances  issued  to  me,  the  nature  and 
form  of  them  argues  in  him,  either  Ignorance  or  design.  These 
are  my  Reasons,  Sir,  and  as  I  have  long  and  deliberately  weighed 
them,  and  now  Firmly  resolved,  your  Exellen'y  will  please  accept 
of  my  Resignation. 

Permit  me  now  to  assure  you,  that  as  in  my  Public  Character 
I  have  ever  endeavoured  to  be  Forward  in  my  duty;  so  in  mj 
private  Capacity  my  most  strenuous  efforts  shall  never  be  want- 
ing to  the  Calls  of  my  Country.     I  am,  with  great  Esteem,  your 

Excelly  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

A.  Wynkoop. 
Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  2883.] 
Daniel  IhlendorplCs  Infonnation  Respecting  the  Enemif, 


Daniel  I'lilendorrs  Information: 

He  sat  out  from  Niagara  with  about  a  Hundred  of  HutU-r'!* 
greens,  and  a  small  Number  of  Regulars  of  the  34th  on  Board  a 
vessel. 

The  same  time  and  in  the  same  Manner  Brand  sat  out,  with 
3(H)  Indians,  as  they  said,  but  he  l>elieve8  they  were  considerably 
infiM'ior  to  that  number. 
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Both  these  vessels  landed  the  troops  at  Oswego,  where  Sir 
John,  was  with  150  as  he  guessed. 

From  Oswego  the  troops  proceeded,  one  part  on  Battoes,  the 
rest  by  land.  The  Battoes  proceeded  two  Days,  when  they  came 
to  a  carrying  place;  where  the  Battoes  and  Cargoes  were  carried 
over,  and  then  proceeded  on,  as  he  tackes  it  on  the  same  Lacke 
or  River,  Still  Water;  from  thence  the  Battoes  proceedet  into  a 
small  Creek,  which  led  into  a  Lacke,  which  lacke  the  made  in  an 
Hour's  time:  here  the  Land  troops  joined;  the  Battoes  were 
brought  into  a  small  Creek  and  left  there.  He  has  heard  that 
three  Days  provision  was  left  with  the  Battoes;  one  Battoe  was 
sent  back  ^ith  sick  and  Creeples;  He  adds  that  the  Creeck  was 
saltish. 


[No.  2884.] 

Colonel  Klock  and  Captain  Deygert  Apprehend  Further  Depredations 
from  the  Indians  and  Tories. 

Tryon  County,  Conajohary,  May  ye  12th  1780. 

8ir,  Upon  a  Declaration  under  oath  of  a  Person,  who  was  a 
ionsiderable  Time  ago  kept  by  us  as  a  Spy,  and  actually  has 
done  these  parts  very  material  Services  by  his  faithfull  Informa- 
tions, we  find  that  this  County  is  once  more  in  the  most  critical 
Situation.  Sir  John  Johnson  with  a  Body  under  his  Command 
is  under  March  to  come  out  at  Johnstown  and  to  attack  Stone 
araby.  Brand  with  an  other  Body  is  to  fall  upon  Conajohary 
at  the  same  Time.  The  Blow,  as  is  mentioned  in  a  Letter  of 
the  former,  would  have  been  given  at  this  Time,  if  Snow  and 
Water  had  not  been  an  obstacle.  We  have  to  Day  made  Ap- 
plication to  general  Ten  Broeck  for  the  most  speedy  and  ett^^lxsi'^V 
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A  Rank  Roll  of  the  Field  and  Commisioned  Officers  of  the 
New  York  Battalion  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  Iby 
1780. 


Appointed. 


Names  of  Ofllcen. 


JmT    18th,  1779, 
May      Wh,  1778, 

N0T*r    15th,  1775, 


Feb'7 

KoT*r 

NoT'r 

NoVr 

April 

April 

April 

March 

Bept*r 

Mov'r 

Nov'r 

NovT 

NovV 

Nov'r 

MovT 

MovT 

Nov'r 

Nov*r 
Jaii*ry 
Jaii*ry 
Jan*r7 
Jaii*r7 


«th,  1776, 

tit,    17;«, 

21t,    177«. 

2lt,     1776, 

S8d.    1778, 

28d,    1778, 

28d,    1778, 

18th,  1777, 

17th.  1777, 

Mh,  1777, 

»th,l777. 

9th,  1777, 

»tb,  1777, 

tth,  1777, 

9th.  1777, 

9th,  1777, 

9th,  1777, 

9th,  1777, 

9th,  1777, 

lit,  1778. 

1st,  1778. 

1st,  1778, 

1st,  17i8, 


Frederick  Welssenfela 
Joseph  M*Craken 

Samuel  Sachet 

John  Darls 
Benjamin  Walker 
Israel  Smith 
Jonathan  Tttns 
Vathanlel  Norton 
Theodlslous  Fowler 
Kdward  Dunsoomb 
BUasOray 
Peter  Elsworth 
Peter  Van  Benschoten 
Thomas  Hant 
Abraham  Hyatt 
Redolph  V  Hoerenbargh 
Joseph  Frelick 
James  Barrett 
Daniel  D.  Denlston 
Asariah  Tathlll 
Samnel  Tallmadge 
Xphralm  Woodrafl 
JohnBarr   No.S 
Samuel  Dodge   No.  8 
Stephen  Oriffln   No.  4 
Joseph  Morrtl   No.  1 


LtCdo. 
Major 

OH»t 


Capt. 
Oapc 
OapL 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Ueat. 
Lieut. 
LSent 
Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Ueut. 
Lieut. 
Lieut 
Ensign 


Lleat-Oraj 


Ensign 
Ensign 


Ensign 


Fred.  Weissenfels  Lt.  Colonel  Comandant  4t  X.  Y. ! 


Return  of  the  Company  officers  of  the  2d  N.  York  Regin 
with  their  Ranks  &  the  Dates  of  their  Commissions  &c. 
15th  1780. 


Names. 

Rank. 

Dates  of  Commlasions. 

Remark*. 

Charlef)  Graham, 

Captain, 

November  21st  1776. 

Samuel  T.  Pell. 

do 

Nov'r  21st          do 

Jacob  Wright. 
Jonathan  Halletr, 

do 

NoT'r  2l8t          do 

% 

do 

Nov'r  21st          do 

Abner  French, 

do 

June  1st  1778 

Nov'r  2Ut  1778               ' 

Capt.  Ueut.  Nukerck  oa 
Marshall  Intttled  to  mo 
Since  the  SSd  April  ITI*. 

Capt  Lieut. 

<f 

Ellhu  Marshsll, 

Lieut. 

Nov  r  2l8t  1776 

Christopher  Codwise, 
James  Falrlle. 

Lieut. 

NovT2l8tl776 

do 

Nov'r  21  1T76 

John  L.  Hardenbergh, 

do 

June  21  at  1777 

William  Munday. 

do 

Oci'r  10th  1777 

Charles  F.  WelMenfels, 

Do 

Sept'r  Ifit  1778 

TJerck  Beekman, 

Do 

Sepfr  ist  1778 

June  21»t  1778              > 

Llant.  Wm.  Olenney  latl 

'JUam  Olenney, 

2<l  Lieut. 

mmotlon  since  the  t 

Ueut.  Vanwagaaen  Iain 
promotion  since  the  5 
1780. 

Is  Van  Waganen, 

2d  Ueut. 

Sept'r  1st  1T78               -^ 

trdus  Swartwout, 

Entitgn  No.  5 

SepiT  iBt  1778 

Brown, 

Do     No.  6 

Sept'r  I8t  ins 

%  ProToost, 

Do     No. 

Sept'r  1st  17;i» 

Charles  Graham,  Capt.  Comm< 
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which  I  am  empowered  to  afford  you.  Unanimity  amoiig  the 
Officers  of  the  militia,  especially  among  those  commanding  Regi- 
ments, is  at  this  so  interesting  Crisis  (with  most  spirited  Exer- 
tions) essentially  requisite;  let  me,  therefore,  recommend  it  in 
the  strongest  Terms  as  the  general  safety  &  that  of  rour  Couijty 
in  particular  much  depends  upon  it.  This  Letter  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  order  &  you  are  to  transmit  Copies  of  it  with  such 
further  directions  as  may  be  proper  to  the  Command'g  Officers 

of  Regts.  in  your  Countv.     I  am  &e. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Klock.] 

I  am  far  from  thinking  that  the  Troops  directed  to  be  raised 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers  will  be  sufficient  for  that  Pur- 
pose; it  is,  therefore,  the  Interest  of  the  Members  of  your 
County  to  attend  the  Legislature  &  press  the  Necessity  of  mak- 
ing Provision  for  raising  an  additional  Force  for  this  Service. 


[No.  2887.] 
Colonel  Van  Schmck  Directed  to  Cooperate  with  General  Ten  Broeck, 

Kingston  15''  May  1780. 
IVr  Sir,  By  a  Letter  from  Colo.  Klock  &  Major  Deygert  of 
Tryon  of  the  12^'  Inst,  rec'd  this  moment  by  Express,  I  have  the 
most  alarming  Intelligence  of  the  hostile  Intentions  of  the  Enemy 
ag^t  that  County;  for  the  particulars  I  refer  you  to  Genl.  Ten 
Broeck  to  whom  they  inform  me  they  have  wrote  on  the  subject. 
As  the  Information  may  probably  be  true,  I  would  request  that 
you  would  be  pleased  to  take  every  step  you  shall  think  necessary 
&  to  give  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  every  assistance  in  your  Power  for 
the  Protection  of  the  Frontier  &  the  safety  of  the  Inhabitants. 
And  that  as  far  as  the  public  Magazines  will  allow  of  it,  you  will 
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Chevalier  De  La  Luzerne;*  whilst  here  the  Marquis  detailed  the 
Contents  of  the  dispatches,  of  which  he  was  fully  advised,  to  a 
■elect  few.  They  evince  the  most  decided  determination  on  the 
part  of  France  to  Support  us  thro  the  Contest,  and  an  event  will 
ioon  take  place  which  will  announce  to  all  Europe  and  America 
that  his  most  Christian  Majesty  will  not  confine  himself  to  mere 
professions  of  amity  to  us  or  to  pecuniary  aids. 

I  am  not  at  present  permitted  to  be  more  explicit;  but  a  com- 
mon friend  of  ours  has  wished  me  to  Communicate  thus  much, 
with  the  Express  view  that  the  legislature  may  not  seperate  until 
they  hear  from  Congress  on  the  Subject  I  have  alluded  to.  If, 
therefore,  there  should  be  a  disposition  to  a  speedy  close  of  the 
EK^ssion,  it  may  perhaps  be  proper  to  signify  that  I  consider  it  a 
duty  incumbent  on  me  as  their  servant  in  Congress,  to  intreat 
the  legislature  may  not  rise,  as  there  will  most  assuredly  be  a 
necessity  of  reconvening  thom  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  Livingston  has  been  here  and  proposed  to  do  himself  the 
honor  to  wait  on  the  legislature,  but  was  prevailed  on,  to  return 
to  Congress  to  afford  his  aid  on  the  important  business  which  will 
immediately  claim  the  attention  of  that  body;  he  has  intreated 
me  to  mention  this  to  your  Excellency  that  the  legislature  may 
be  advised  of  it;  altho  I  am  closely  engaged  with  the  committee 

rrated  with  all  the  powers  which  Congress  have,  so  far  as  respects  the  purpose  of  a 
Ml  cooperation  with  the  French  fleet  and  arn^  on  the  continent.  Their  authority 
ibould  be  plenipotentiary  to  draw  out  men  and  supplies  of  every  kind,  and  to  give 
t^ir  sanction  to  any  operations  which  the  Commander-in-chief  may  not  think  him- 
•elf  at  liberty  to  undertake  without  it.  as  well  beyond  as  within  the  limits  of  these 
States.  The  committee  can  act  with  despatch  and  energy.  By  being  on  the  spot  it 
will  b«  able  to  provide  for  exigencies  as  they  rise,  and  the  better  to  Judge  of  their 
feature  and  urgency.  The  plans  in  contemplation  may  be  opened  to  them  with  more 
freedom  and  confidence,  than  to  a  numerous  body,  where  secrecy  is  Impossible,  where 
tile  fodiscretiOQ  of  a  single  member  by  disclosing  may  defeat  the  project." 

*Pranklin.  from  Pa«sy,  France,  under  date  of  Juno  4.  1779.  introduced  the  new 
French  Xinister  to  Francis  Hopkinson  in  these  words: 

"  Permit  me  to  recommend  the  new  Minister,  the  Chevalier  de  Luzerne,  to  your 
eSvOHiefl.  as  a  gentfeman  of  most  amiable  character  here,  and  a  hearty  friend  of  the 
AAcrtcmn  cause.    If  you   can    in   any   respect  be  serviceable  to   him,    you    will   much 


Charlestown  safe  on  the  1st  Instant;  little  Inipn 
by  the  Enemy.     If  it  is  not  reduced  before  this  da, 
reasons  to  believe  it  will  not  be  at  all. 
His  Excellency  Georj^e  Clinton  Esqr.  &c. 


[No.  2889.] 
Colonel  Cooper  Indorses  James  Linkletier'^a  Appli 

Cakiatt  yc 

I)'r  Sir:  A  NriKhbour  of  niliio  one  James  LInklotter,  a  Refugnc  f 
Seems  well  cfrocted  to  the  AmcricaQ  Cause,  but  in  Low  Circumstance 
family  and  unacquainted  with  the  way9  of  the  Country  has  Sundry  f 
me  to  Solicit  your  Exelency  for  a  permission  allowing  his  wife  to  gc 
as  ho  has  had  encouragement  of  getting  some  Cash,  and  other  affaira 
has  understood  that  a  Flag  was  going  to  New  York  in  which  Tomas  S 
to  go;  If  so,  he  begs  your  Honour  to  let  his  wife  go  in  Company 
having  your  Permission  to  go:  and  Return  with  aome  Gash  &c.  for  fa 
use;  with  this  &  my  Best  Respects  I  Remain  yours  at  Command 

To  his  Exelcncy  Governor  Clinton. 

N.  U.    As  Judge  Coe  is  to  be  the  Dearer  hereof,  he  can  explain  the 
family  of  Llnlclctter  better  than  I  am  able  to  write. 


[No.  2889J.] 
A  General  Order  for  Militia  Colonels. 
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may  be  able  immediately  to  join  them.  The  Oommand'g  Officers 
of  those  Regts.  are,  therefore,  to  see  that  their  Men  are  properly 
armed  &  provided  with  ammunition.  Those  of  Tryon,  Albany  & 
Charlotte  are,  upon  the  Requisition  of  Lt.  Colo.  Harpur,  or  the 
command'g  officer  of  his  Corps  of  Levies,  from  Time  to  Time  any 
Sudden  Emergency  or  Intelligence  of  the  approach  of  the  Enemy 
to  furnish  such  aid  from  their  Regts.  as  shall  be  necessary  ef- 
fectually to  oppose  the  Enemy  &  give  Protection  to  the  con- 
tiguous Posts  &  Settlements,  as  are  those  of  Ulster  Orange  & 
West  Chester  upon  the  Requisition  of  Lieut.  Colo.  Pawling  or 
Officer  Comm'g  his  Regt.  without  waiting  further  orders.  The 
Ck)mmanding  Officer  of  Regts.  Albany  to  report  this  order  to 
their  Brig'r  &  what  they  may  do  in  Consequence.  It  is  expected 
that  the  officers  will  be  particularly  attentive  to  this  order  aa 
from  Neglect  the  most  fatal  Consequences  may  arise. 


[No.  2890.] 
Andrew  .McFarlun  Makes  Request  for  Permission  to  Visit  Englcmd. 

Schanactdy  16th  May  1780. 
Sir.  When  I  applyed  to  you  in  Albany  for  a  pass  to  go  to  Montrlal,  or  the  British 
Lines,  to  fall  on  sum  method  to  sattle  a  Debt  that  I  owed  in  England,  you  was  Con- 
vinced of  the  Season ableness  of  it:  you  only  wanted  to  Inquire  into  my  Political 
Charector.  and  I  am  Convinced  that  you  found  that,  not  to  be  any  Bar  in  the  way: 
You  will  much  oblidge  me  by  Sending  a  pass  to  go  by  the  First  Flag  or  any  other 
way  that  you  will  think  Best.    I  am.  Sir,  your  Most  Humble  Sarv't 

And'w  McFarlan. 
George  Clinton,   Esqr. 


[No.  2891.] 

John   Tayler  Fonrards  an   Intercepted  Letter  of  Williavi  Smith 

Written  to  Peter  R.  Livingston, 

Dear  Sir,  The  Inclosed  letter  came  from  New  York,  &  was  In- 
spected at  your  office  with  others  brought  out  by  Mr.  Prevoost. 
Mr.  Bloodgood,  Supposing  its  Contents  ought  to  be  known  by 
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you  previous  to  its  deliTery,  &  Imagining  it  to  haTe  been  OTn- 
looked  among  the  number,  detaind  it  &  Requested  me  to  tend  it 
to  you.  I  Confess  I  should  hardly  suspect  the  person  for  a  Whif 
to  whom  an  Intimate  Tory  friend  shoald  say  snch  thmgs— t 

Certain 1\  Taylor  by  trade  was  some  days  ago  apprehended 

in  Charlotte  County,  &  brought  to  the  Goal  of  this  CSty:  the  l^ 
count  given  by  himself  is,  that  he  deserted  from  the  4th  Britisk 
Regiment  some  time  after  their  leaving  Philadelphia,  that  he 
went  a  privatering  out  of  some  Eastern  Port,  that  some  time 
after  he  came  to  this  State  &  worked  at  his  trade,  that  on  his 
Expressing  a  desire  to  Return  to  Ireland  by  way  of  Canadn,  when 
at  work  at  New  Burgh,  at  one  Fosters  or  Forristers.  said  Faster 
told  him  he  would  Recommend  him  to  Captain  Pemberton,  at 
Albany,  who  would  assist  to  Canada;  he  Calld  at  Pemberton'g, 
who  told  him  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  help  him,  but  would 
Recommend  him  to  another  that  would,  &  directed  him  to  Abram 
Lansing.  N«*w  City,  Some  time  after  he  Came  to  I^insinj:*. 
Doctor  Smith  arrived  there,  and  after  Introducing  himself  iis  a 
fri«*nd,  iiskod  Sevrral  ciucstious,  which  the  other  answenl.  as 
follows:  That  lie  Cam<*  from  !New  York,  was  on  his  wav  t»> 
Canada,  and  if  he  had  [)ai)crs  did  not  Chuse  to  Show  tiitMn. 
Smith  then  tcild  him  that  he  did  not  doubt  him  to  be  an  Iiom'f't 
man,  hut  that  thr  Whigs  liad  frtMjuently  Sent  p<*rsons  amon«r  the 
T()ri(*s  in  oid(»i*  to  drtcch  th<Mn;  it  was,  therefore,  nercssarv  h* 
Ik*  raulioiis,  that  his  Son  was  gone  to  Canada  some  lime  a;:«».  »V 
that  hinis<'lf  Kxpeited  to  go  th«Me  ere  long,  as  he  had  St»li«itHl 
for  an  Kxrhange;  he  th<Mi  gav(*  him  a  letter  to  Philij)  Uiiisini 
at  Saratoga,  who  funiislnMl  hiui  with  a  guide  from  his  hous€»  aMir 
'  mih's  on  his  way,  wIhmv  he  was  Supplied  with  provisions: 
IS  handt'd  ixUiUn  until  h<»  <'ame  to  the  house  of  Some  tiw* 
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pen,  &  as  Miss  Ten  Evck  says,  agreable  to  Mr.  Clinton's  ordenii 
her  Presence. 

If  it  is  heresy  in  Politics  to  wish  a  speedy  End  of  the  preieit 
contentions,  that  Policy  must  be  wrong,  that  feeds  a  Few  at  the 
Expence  of  the  Felicity  of  millions.  I  shall  be  very  impatient 
till  I  see  you,  for  the  sake  of  her  who  is  so  anxioae  for  that  reir 
sel;  and  with  compliments  to  our  common  Friends  &  especiallTti 
Walter,  whose  Letter  I  have.    I  am  most  affectionately  yours 

W.  Smith. 

Let  Walter  know  that  he  was  misinformed  by  Mr.  Benson  for 
that  Mrs.  McDonald  came  in  not  only  without  but  ag't  Leare 
before  the  Date  of  his  Letter. 

I  intended  also  to  have  put  Dr.  Thompson's  money  to  a  good 
use  for  him,  if  not  restrained  by  the  Spirit  so  unfriendly  to  your- 
self. Mrs.  S.  will  therefore  return  him  the  Bills  Mr.  Ludlow  left 
with  her,  by  Mrs.  Provost.  I  wish  the  Doctor  well,  &  the  same 
comprts  to  the  other  jolly  Physician  in  red  Oloaths.    Mrs.  P.  has 

a  letter  to  him  ^rom  Mrs.  L ns  Sister  who  is  hen%  and 

would  be  mighty  happy  to  see  her.  But  I  suppose  that  also  is 
impnicticable.  How  many  private  Skeams  of  misery,  for  a  l*^• 
ject  that  if  it  succeeds,  would  turn  Brooks  into  Kivers.  &  W  oi 
no  use  to  any,  but  such  as  can  run  away  with  their  Plunder.  t«> 
some  happier  Rejrions.  Fare  well. 
Peter  R.  Livingston,  Esqr. 


1 


[No.  2802.] 
Thomas  Trvdicdl   \ouvhis  for  Henry  Roscroir. 

Ameola.  Mar  I'^  '-'^ 

Sir.    I   bjivo  taken   pains  to  enquire  Into  the  Character  of  Mr.   Hfnry  Uoscro*  »- 

■nae  off  the  Island  with  Hubbard,   and  have  obtained  Information  that  fullr  i«t;*fl^* 

♦»at  the  man  may  safrly  bo  riuflfered  to  go  at  large;  be  has  all  along  be^n  aoc<»uitni 

%  both  by  Whigs  and  Tories  upoi:  Long  Island  and  has  earlr  as  well  at  1*'^'^' 
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been  treated  ill  by  the  latter  upon  that  account  Joeeph  Hazard  is  now  at  Esopue. 
and  I  should  be  glad,  if  you  should  think  fit  to  grant  the  man  his  Liberty  upon  this 
Information,  and  Permission  to  dispoee  of  a  small  quantity  of  Goods  which  he  has 
saved  from  the  E)nemy  and  brought  off  with  him  that  you  would  send  them  by  him. 
Z  am  Sir  with  the  greatest  Respect  ft  Esteem  your  very  humble  Serv't 

Thos.  Tredwell. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Eeqr. 


[No.  2893.J 

Colonel   Tan   Schaick  Pictures  a  Discouraging  Prospect  for  the 
FrorUier  Inhabitants. 

Albany,  May  17th  1780. 

Sir:  The  repeated  Applications  which  are  hourly  made  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Western  &  Northern  Frontiers  for  protection 
&  support,  while  they  display  their  apprehensions  of  the  Enemies 
Incursions  in  striking  Colours,  afford  me  the  most  painfull  sensa- 
tions, excited  by  a  Conviction  that  their  fears  are  far  from 
groundless  and  the  Reflection  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  miti- 
gate the  Evils  with  which  they  are  threatned,  much  less  effectu- 
ally to  guard  against  them. 

The  exx)osed  &  defenceless  state  of  our  Frontiers  settlements, 
which  will  in  all  probability  if  longer  continued  be  attended 
with  very  serious  Effects;  the  militia  of  Tryon  County  much  har- 
rassed  by  the  military  services  which  their  situation  render  in- 
despencible,  are  at  present  exceedingly  dispirrited  and  appear 
averse  to  adopting  the  measures  necessary  for  repelling  the 
Enemy.  They  consider  themselves  as  disregarded  by  their  Fellow 
subjects  and  devoted  by  their  inattention  to  Distruetion.  Hence 
the  most  remote  settlements  are  daily  breaking  up,  and  unless 
eome  speedy  and  effectual  Measures  are  taken  to  inspire  those 
desponding  people  with  Confidence,  it  appears  far  from  improb- 
able that  Schonectady  will  be  our  Frontier  to  the  Westward. 
The  apprehensions  of  those  to  the  Northward  are  equally  lively. 
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and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  all  tl)e  settlemeiits  to  the  S< 
ward  qf  the  Mohawk  and  Westward   of   Hudson's  BiTer  vol 


shortly  either  destroyed  or  abandoned.    Upwards  of  onie 
men  have  in  a  few  days  gone  off  from  this  and  Tryon  Ooonty, 
amongst  those,  some  who  were  formerly  reputed  good 
whigs,  actuated  by  their  Fears  and  dispairing  of  saccoor 
others  may  perhaps  be  induced  to  follow  their  Example. 

It  is  confidently  reported  by  the  disaffected  in  Tryon  CouiHt 
that  Sir  John  Johnson  is  on  his  march  to  make  an  Incursion  ioto 
the  Country,  and  I  have  reason  to  think  from  a  variety  of  con- 
curring Informations  that  it  is  more  than  conjectural  that  the 
Enemy  meditate  a  Blow  in  that  Quarter.  Upon  the  whole  tbf 
situation  of  the  Frontiers  is  truly  distressing. 

Thus  circumstanced,  I  am  incapacitated  to  draw  fortb  the 
militia  for  want  of  provisions.  Our  stores  are  exhausted,  and  it 
is  with  difficulty  the  Commissary  furnishes  subsistence  for  tbo«e 
few  men  who  are  in  the  Public  service  in  this  part  of  the  l^ 
partment.  Drafts  from  the  militia  have  been  made  a  week  or 
two  since  some  appeared  at. the  place  of  Rendezvous,  but  beinjf 
unfurnished  with  provisions  were  obligated  to  disband. 

Tho'  this  may  possibly  appear  an  exagerated  account.  1  think 
I  liav(»  not  heightened  the  Colours  on  this  occasion. 

Ot  neral  Ten  Broeck.  in  Consequence  of  my  Application.  ha« 
ordered  out  one  half  of  his  Brigade  with  eight  Days'  prov*i«ioD?». 
at  the  Expiration  of  which  time  or  shortly  after,  they  will  pr(^ 
ably  be  oblidg(»d  to  n*turn,  as  it  is  next  to  impracticable  to  sub- 
sist even  that  small  Number  with  the  provisions  which  the  Com- 
"^issary  will  be  able  to  provide. 

■^erhaps  the  Disposition  of  a  few  Troops  or  militia  l>faft*  "^ 


Ition  to  the  nine  months  men,  in  proper  posts  on  the  FVot- 


I 
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tiers  would  have  a  Tendency  to  curb  the  Enemy's  Incursions  and 
inspirit  the  militia.  I  have  the  fullest  Reason  to  think  it  would 
prevent  the  Inhabitants  from  quitting  their  Habitations  in  the 
manner  they  do  at  present.  But  the  want  of  provision  discon- 
certs every  measure;  nor  have  we  a  prospect  of  that  obstruction 
to  our  defensive  operations  being  soon  removed.  I  have  the 
Honor,  to  be,  your  Excellencies  most  obedient  humble  servant 

vr-    T^       11  r^  /-If  X  G.  V  Schaick. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  2894.] 

GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS  LOSES  A  LEG. 

Chancellor  Livingston  Declares  His  Money  and  Credit  Are  Exhausted 
— Suggests  That  New  York  Should  Stop  the  Sale  of  Confiscated 

Property.  Philadelphia,  18th  May  1780. 

Dear  Sir,  You  may  be  surprized  at  hearing  of  me  again  from 
this  place  after  my  determination  to  leave  it.  I  had  indeed  set 
out  but  wafl  »toped  by  the  important  intelligenee  that  has  been 
communicated  to  you  &  which  is  too  delicate'  to  dwell  upon  in 
a  letter. 

It  gives  me  extreme  pain  to  see  the  Vermont  business  so  long 
delayed,  but  we  find  it  impossible  to  proceed  in  it  for  want  of  a 
foil  representation;  the  moment  we  have,  I  shall  endeavour  to 
bring  it  on,  if  I  can  stay  so  long  tho'  as  my  money  &  credit  are 
exhausted  &  my  affairs  not  in  the  most  promissing  situation  at 
home  I  have  some  doubts  on  this  point.  You  have  heard  of  poor 
Morrises  misfortune  in  the  loss  of  his  leg;*  he  bears  it  w'th  be- 
coming fortitude  and  is,  I  hope,  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 

•In  Philadelphia  in  May,  1780,  while  trying  to  control  a  pair  of  runaway  horses. 
Morris  was  thrown  from  his  phaeton,  dislocated  his  ankle,  and  fractured  the  bones  of 
hts  left  leg.    The  two  physicians  who  were  called  to  him  recommended  an  Immediate 


tho  confiscatod  property  &  to  make  use  of  it  as  a 

redemption  of  their  moD<^y.    I  have  drawn  uj>on  th 

the  amount  of  my  taxes,  having  no  other  possibl 

charging  them  while  here  &  as  the  State  is  great! 

I  hope  they  will  answer  my  bills.     Your  Kxcolleni 

a  favor  by  getting  some  genl.  resolution  for  this  pi 

D'r  Sir,  with  the  highest  esteem  &  resp't  youp  Exc 

obt.  Hum:  Serv't 
I  Robt.  R. 

ji  His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 

•I  ^ ; ^_^___^^_ 

I  niiiputsitiuD  as  tho  only  means  of  saving  his  life,  and,  although  this 

painful  ultL'rnativo  for  so  yount;  a  man  to  tontemplate,  he  submltte 

]  the  doctors  with  philosophy  and  even  cheerfulness,  and  to  the  open 

fortitude.    The  leK  was  taken  ofT  below  the  knee,  and  tho  operation 

k  physicians  knowing  the   particulars   as  most  unskilful    and    hasty. 

took  placu  a  friend   called  upon  him,    full  of  sympathy  and   prepar 

i  i)o»slble  consolation  on  an  event  so  mt-lancholy.    He  p&lnted  in    vIt 

^  effci-t  that  such  a  trial  Khuuld  produce  on   his  character  and   moral 

I  larglng  on  the  many  temptations  and  pleasures  of  life  Into  which  3 

''^  to  be  Kd.  and  of  the  diminished  inducement  Morris  would  now  hav< 

enjoyment  of  Kuch   pleasures.    "  My   good  sir,"   replied   Mr.    MorrlB 

matter  so  handsomely  and  point  out  so  clearly  tho  advantages  of  t 

that  I   am   almost  tempted  to  part  with  the  other.*'    Morris  seemi 

I  force  of  his  friend's  arguments  in  regard  to  tho  balancing  effect  o 

the  I0S8  of  a  portion  of  his  iii>rKon,  for  to  another  friend,  also  deep] 
full  <tf  regret  that  he  should  have  met  with  so  grave  a  misfortune,  h 
t)i*>   Idsn  is  much  less  than   vou   Imairine:  I  shall  dniihtlMia  H*  •    m*m^ 
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[No.  2895.] 

ALARMING  NEWS  FROM  CANADA. 

In  Effect  That  a  New  and  Formidable  Expedition  TFcw  Preparing  to 
Attack  Our  Frontier. 

Albany,  May  19th  1780. 

Inclose  your  Excellency  copies  of  two  Letters  I  received  last 
night  in  their  nature  alarming;  few  of  the  I^evies  have  as  yet 
appeared  at  the  places  of  Rendezvous — Returns  of  those  are  col- 
lecting &  which  will  be  transmitted.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
very  respectfully  your  Excellencies  obedient  &  most  humble  ser- 
vant G.  V  Schaick. 
His  Excellency  Governour  Clinton. 


White  Creek,  May  16th  1780. 

D'r  Sir,  As  two  of  the  Soldiers  who  were  taken  at  Skeensbor- 
ough  this  Spring  having  made  their  escape  from  Canada  and  in- 
forms that  the  Enemy  intends  to  attack  Fort  Schuyler  soon  it 
was  thought  prudent  to  inform  you  of  it. 

They  say  that  the  enemy  were  making  great  preparations  for 
the  Expedition,  and  the  Cannon  was  moved  out  of  Montreal  be- 
fore they  left  it  which  was  18  days  since.  But  they  were  in- 
formed that  the  Troops  to  the  amount  of  five  Thousand  would 
march  for  the  Fort  on  the  15th  Instant.  By  them  we  learn  that 
they  with  12  others  were  taken  at  Skeensborough  by  fifty  eight 
Indians,  Two  Canadians,  &  one  Tory,  the  latter  was  one  Bettice, 
from  Stillwater.  That  they  were  used  well,  and  had  a  SuflSciency 
of  provision  but  was  close  confined  till  they  made  their  Escape^ 
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which  wa«  by  tying  a  Blanket  at  the  Grates  (after  breaUigt* 

some  of  them)  and  letting  them  down  in  the  Kinipi  Gardei  al- 

joining  the  Provost  in  Montreal;  as  to  the  number  *  atmsarf 

the  Enemy  they  are  ignorant  off;  one  Veasel  of  fhe  ISooAm  n 

at  Crown  Point.    Remain  your  most  obed't  *  most  hnmMe  lo^ 

Tant  Joseph  McCnta. 

Ck)lo.  Van  Schaick. 

Sir,    Mr.  Savage  of  this  place  who  was  with  yon  last  weA 

informs  that  no  provision  had  been  procured  for  onr  Frontimr 

&  that  you   made  no  doubt  but  men  could  be  had«  &  cent  to 

^keensborough,  provided  they  could  be  supplied  with  that  article. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you,  that  I  can  spare  20  Bnsheli 

of  Wheat  &  as  much  Rye  &  Corn;  others  here  can  part  with  some 

&  I  make  no  doubt  but  they  will.    I  am  about  to  see  what  can 

be  procure,  for  if  men  are  not  sent  to  that  Post  we  must  Ictw 

our  Ilabitations.    remain  your  Friend 

Jno.  WilliaID^. 
(Copy) 


Xi»w  Perth,  Charlotte  County,  May  17th  17S«). 

Sir,    This  nijjht  William  Woodworth,  son  to  Captain  Wowl- 

worih  o(  Cambridge  of  (?olo.  Van  Woert's  Regiment  is  arriv^i 

from  Canada.  \w  lK*in»r  one  of  the  Party  who  were  taken  ibr^ 

iMst  of  last  Maivh  at  Skeensborough.    He  says  that  dnriDg  hi? 

ConiUionu'iii  sovoral  Ih^ssiaiis  of  his  Guard   at    different  time* 

lold  hiiu.  that  on  iIk^  ITtth  of  this  Instant  oOOO  Indians,  Regular?. 

Jt  Tories  woro  to  sot  i»ut  from  Montreal  in  order  to  attack  Fort 

Stainvix,  \  also  a  British  Soldier  who  was  in  Confinement  with 

g;ne  him  tho  same  intelligence;  further  that  while  in  Pror.^t 

ureal,  \\v  from  tho  P^i^on  Window  saw  them  transportiol 
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a  variety  of  Military  Stores  which  he.  was  informed  they  intended 
for  said  Expedition  &  from  every  circumstance  both  by  intelli- 
gence, &  from  what  he  seen,  he  believes  them  to  be  now  on  their 
march  against  said  Post. 

Said  Wm.  Woodworth  says  that  he  &  three  others  (who  were 
taken  at  the  same  time  he  was)  made  their  Escape  from  Provost 
&  are  all  safe  arrived  after  fifteen  days  Travel;  they  escaped  on 
the  29th  of  last  April.  As  this  information  in  our  opinion  will 
be  of  importance  we  take  the  liberty  to  Transmitt  it  to  you  with 
a  Dispatch.  As  the  above  informant  from  what  he  could  learn, 
the  Enemy  designed  some  Depredations  on  this  part  of  the 
Frontiers  &  as  we  are  informed,  the  only  reason  why  Guards 
are  not  Stationed  to  the  North  is  the  want  of  Provisions;  upon 
Examination  we  find  as  much  Grain  can  be  spared  in  this  Town- 
ship alone,  as  would  support  80  or  100  men  at  Skeensborough 
for  some  months. 

We  beg  leave  to  add  that  as  the  within  Informer  has  been 
well  known  to  us  before  his  imprisonment,  so  we  think  the  vari- 
ety [veracity]  of  his  intelligence  is  indisputable.  We  are.  Sir, 
most  obed't  &  very  humble  Servants 

Ebenezar  Clark,  John  Barns. 

P.  S.  We  would  have  wrote  the  within  information  to  Colo. 
Webster  who  is  now  at  the  Legislature  that  he  might  com- 
municate it  to  the  Governour,  but  presuming  you  will  either 
write  the  substance  or  Inclose  this  to  the  Governour  we  decline  it. 
Oolo.  G.  V'n  Schaick. 

(Copy) 

46 


and  land  force  to  some  part  of  the  Continent  of  Nori 
This  force  generously  calculated  either  to  produce 
in  our  favour,  or  to  forward  the  operation  of  our  arn 
directed  to  the  same  Object,  may  either  by  our  E 
made  the  means  of  delivering  our  Country  in  the  co 
Campaign  from  the  Ravages  of  war,  or  being  rende 
tual  thro'  our  Supineness,  serve  only  to  sully  the  Re 
our  arms,  to  defeat  the  benevolent  Intention  of  oui 
&  to  disgrace  our  Confederacy  in  the  Eyes  of  all  Eu 
Every  State  that  reflects  upon  the  Depreciation  ^ 
rency  &  their  own  Deficiency  in  the  Payment  of  their 
necessarily  conclude  that  the  Treasury  is  exhausted, 
tary  Departments  are  at  a  stand  for  the  want  of  mi 
them  in  motion.  Congress  have  no  Resource  but  in 
&  virtue,  ui>on  these  they  confidently  rely.  You  knoi 
of  the  Prize  for  which  you  cont(»nd;  nor  need  you  I 
how  much  you  are  interested  in  a  speedy  Terminal 
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The  Sum  for  which  you  are  called  upon  by  the  within  Resolu- 
tion, they  flatter  themselves  you  will  furnish  to  the  Treasury 
hy  the  fifteenth  of  June  at  farthest,  without  neglecting  to  dis- 
charge the  Orders  that  have  been  drawn  upon  you  for  the  whole 
of  which  you  will  receive  Credit  on  your  account  of  Taxes  due 
on  the  first  of  March  last. 

As  this  money  is  absolutely  necessary  to  put  the  Army  in 
motion,  independant  of  the  Purchase  of  Provisions,  we  trust  you 
will  by  no  means  remit  your  attention  to  the  forwarding  your 
quota  of  Supplies  which  the  present  Exigency  renders  more 
requisite  than  ever. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  suggest  to  you  that  if  a  strict  & 
immediate  Collection  of  Taxes  should  be  insuflScient  to  procure 
the  necessary  Sums  within  the  Time  limited  it  may  perhaps  be 
more  speedily  obtained  by  Loans. 

Congress  for  the  greater  Dispatch  have  thought  it  expedient 
to  appoint  a  Committee  to  assist  the  Commander  in  Chief  in 
drawing  out  Supplies — as  their  Powers  will  be  inadequate  to  the 
Purposes  of  their  appointment  unless  they  shall  derive  their  force 
from  the  States  to  whom  they  will  be  under  the  necessity  of 
applying. 

They  most  earnestly  request  you,  if  you  should  find  it  incon- 
venient to  continue  your  Sessions,  to  lodge  such  Powers  in  your 
Executive  or  some  Part  of  your  legislative  Body,  as  will  enable 
them  at  this  interesting  Period  on  the  application  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  call  forth  the  Resources  of  your  State. 

Congress  trust  that  these  Requisitions  will  not  appear  unneces- 
sary when  compared  with  the  Information  on  which  they  are 
grounded:  In  the  Importance  of  which  they  doubt  not  that  you 
will  find  a  sufficient  apology  for  the  Demand,  and  the  warmth 
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wrth  which  they  entreat  you  to  carry  these  measures  into  ni- 

mediate  Execution. 

By  order  of  Congress. 

Samuel  Huntington  Presideat 

His  Excellency,  Gov'r  Clinton. 


In  Congress,  May  19th  1780. 

Resolved,  that  the  States  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware. 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Xew  York,  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Island,  Massachusets  Bay,  New-Hampshire  be  most  eaniestlj 
called  on  to  collect  &  Pay  into  the  continental  Treasury  imoiedi- 
ately,  if  possible  &  at  all  Events  within  30  Days  from  this  Time. 
Ten  millions  Dollars,  for  the  specially  Purjwse,  hereafter,  men- 
tioned in  the  following  Proportions,  the  Payments  to  be  credited 
to  the  said  States  respectively  on  their  quotas  of  money  doe  to 
the  United  States  to  the  first  of  March  last,  vizt. 


Virginia 

fil,953,200. 

New  York 

t585.95n. 

Maryland 

1,234,350. 

Connecticut 

1,328.030. 

Delaware 

132,800. 

Rhode  Island 

156.25tl. 

Pensylvania 

1,796,950. 

Massachnsets  Bay 

1,796.9.50. 

New  Jersey 

703,950. 

New  Hampshire 

312.4.W. 

Resolved,  that  Bills  be  immediately  drawn  under  the  Direction 
of  the  Board  of  Treasury,  on  the  hon*ble  Doctor  Benjamin 
Franklin  for  25,000  Dollars  &  on  the  hon'ble  John  Jay  for  2oM^ 
Dollars  payable  at  sixty  Days  sight.  That  they  be  offered  for 
sale  in  Massachusets  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Pennsvl 
vania,  Maryland  &  Virginia  in  the  following  Proportions  vizt. 

Massachusets  Bay        |20,000.         Pennsylvania  f^wm 

Rhode  Island  3,000.         Maryland  5.0tH». 

Connecticut  8,000.  Virginia  4.<NK». 
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Resolved,  that  the  monej-  to  be  raised  a6  aforesaid  be  appro- 
priated and  applied  solely  to  the  bringing  the  Army  into  the  field 
&  forwarding  their  Supplies  in  such  manner  as  the  exigency  and 
nature  of  the  Service  may  require. 

Resolved,  that  the  Committee  at  Headquarters  be  directed  to 
expedite  the  drawing  forth  the  Supplies  of  the  States  required 
by  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  February  last,  as 
the  Exigency  &  nature  of  the  Service  may  require  and  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  shall  judge  them  necessary.  That  in  Case  of  any 
extraordinary  Emergency  more  of  any  of  the  articles  enumer- 
ated in  the  said  Resolution  shall  become  necessary  than  is  there- 
in provided  for,  that  the  said  Committee  with  the  advice  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief  do  apply  to  the  legislative  or  executive 
Powers  of  any  of  the  States  aforesaid  from  New  Hampshire  to 
Virginia  inclusive  as  may  be  most  convenient,  to  have  them  im- 
mediately purchased  at  the  Expence  of  the  United  States  or 
otherwise  procured  on  the  Credit  of  the  same,  if  necessity  shall 
so  require.  That  the  said  Committee  give  Directions  for  pro- 
curing any  other  articles  not  provided  for  in  the  said  Resolution 
of  the  25th  Feb'y,  which  the  Exigency  of  the  Service  may  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  render  necessary,  and 
direct  the  proper  applications  to  the  civil  magistrates  of  any  of 
the  States  for  obtaining  them  in  such  manner  as  shall  not  admit 
of  Delay.  That  the  said  Committee  be  also  authorized  to  give 
assurances  where  any  of  the  aforesaid  articles  shall  be  purchased 
or  otherwise  procured  on  the  Credit  of  the  United  States  that 
the  just  Value  of  the  same  shall  be  paid  with  Interest  at  Six 
per  Cent,  as  fast  as  money  can  be  raised  for  that  Purpose.  That 
the  said  Committee  report  their  Proceedings  to  Congress  once 
a  fortnight. 
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Resolyed,  that  the  Legislatures  from  New  Hampehire  to  Vv- 

ginia  inelusiye,  be  requested  to  invest  their  ezecotiye  anthoritj 

or  some  other  Persons  with  such  Powers  as  will  enable  them  m 

the  application  of  Committee  aforesaid,  to  draw  forth  at  thii 

critical  Period  the  Resources  of  the  State. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson,  Secrr. 

In  Congress  May  20th  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  States  be  earnestly  requested  to 

forward  their  Quotas  of  Troops  to  join  their  respective  Corpi 

of  the  Army  as  soon  as  possible. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson  Secrr. 


[No.  2897.] 

Colonel  Jacob  Cuyler  Applies  for  Exemption  for  Himself  and  Other 
Officers  of  His  Department  from  Field  Duty. 

Albany  19th  May  17S<1 
Sir,  Mj-gelf  and  one  of  my  Clerks  have  yesterday  been  ordered 
to  go  out  with  the  Militia  to  Stone  Arabia.  I  have  never  taken 
any  advantage  of  being  in  the  service  of  the  Slates,  but  aU'ays 
furnished  a  man  in  my  place,  but  lest  it  might  so  happen  that  none 
could  be  procured  when  the  whole  should  be  called  out,  I  c«>uld 
wieh  your  Excellency  would  grant  me  Exemptions  for  myself, 
two  Clerks,  David  Fonda  and  Ilenry  Bleecker,  as  also  for  Mr. 
Cornelius  Cuj'ler  one  of  my  Assistants,  without  whose  aid  and 
constant  Assistance,  the  service  must  suffer;  there  are  some 
others  such  as  Butchers,  Co<>iK^rs  iS:c.  employed  in  my  Depart- 
ment who  of  course  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  applying 
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for  some  time  hereafter.    I  am,  your  Excellencies  most  Obedient 
&  Humbl.  Ser't  Jacob  Cuyler. 

To  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  2898.] 

-Colonel  Morgan  Lewis  Follows  With  a  Similar  Request  for  the 

People  in  His  Department. 

Albany  19i:h  May  1780. 

When  I  had  last  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  your  ExcelPcy,  I  re- 
•quested  of  you  an  Exemption  from  Militia  Duty  for  certain  per- 
sons employed  in  my  Department  and  was  referred  by  your  Ex- 
cellency to  General  Ten  Broek.  The  Militia  is  ordered  out;  and 
no  Distinction  is  paid  to  any  Officer  or  other  employed  under  me. 
All  are  indiscriminately  warned  to  attend.  I  have  applied,  as 
directed,  to  Genl.  Ten  Broek  who  is  still  inflexibly  of  opinion  that 
the  Right  of  granting  Exemptions  is  nowhere  but  in  yourself. 
I  must,  therefore,  request  your  Excellency  will  grant  me  Ex- 
emptions for  the  following  Persons:  Thomas  Sickels,  A.  D.  Q. 
M.  G.;  Teunis  J.  Van  Vechten,  Do;  Volkert  A.  Douw,  Do;  John 
Ponda,  Clerk;  Ephraim  Van  Vechten,  D.  W.  M.  G.;  Francis 
IVinne,  A.  D.  W.  M.  G.;  John  Visscher,  Do;  John  Wendell, 
Stabler;  Martin  Mynderts,  Master  Smith;  Zach's  Sickels,  Store 
Keeper;  Edward  S.  Willet,  Forrage  Master. 

And  such  Persons  as  may  be  employed  on  board  of  public 
Sloops  or  as  artificers  in  public  Service  provided  there  shall  be 
an  absolute  necessity  for  their  Services. 

If  you  have  any  Intelligence  which  can  be  coiumunicated,  ex- 
cuse me  if  I  request  it  in  Coniplyanco  with  your  Promise.  I  am 
with  Esteem  &  Respect  your  Excellency's  most  Obe't  Serv' t 

Mor'n  I^ewis. 
His  ExcelPy  Geo.  Clinton. 
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[Xo.  2899.] 
Hastening  the  Levies  to  Their  Posts  of  Dutjf, 

Kingston  20th  May  1780. 
Sir,  I  have  just  rec'd  your  Letter  of  yesterday  with  its  la- 
closures.  I  set  out  this  Minute  to  Pokeepeie  with  a  View  of 
hastening  the  March  of  the  Levies  from  Datcheas  who  aire  ift- 
ten(^ed  for  Schoharj-.  Let  me  Intreat  yon  to  nse  your  Influence, 
with  the  Militia  Officers  of  Genl.  Ton  Broeck's  Brigade  to  for- 
ward theirs  to  the  Stations  assigned  them  with  the  least  posfti- 
ble  Delay;  there  is  motive  to  excite  them  to  it  the  Safety  of  their 
Country  in  some  measures  depends  on  their  Exertions. 

Your  Letter  shall  be  forwarded  to  Colo.  Hay  with  Direoiioo* 
to  send  it  by  Express  to  Genl.  Washington.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  CI 
To  Colo.  Van  Schaick. 


[No.  2000.] 
Commissary  ajid  Quartermaster  Officers  and  Subordinates  Ex€m(^fd 

from  Field  Duty. 

Kingston  20th  May  17h». 
Dear  Sir,  I  have  this  Moment  rec'd  Letters  from  Jacob  Cuvlt-r. 
Esqr.  &  Colo.  T^wis,  informing  me  that  they  are  oniered  <'Ui 
with  the  Militia  &  requesting  Exemptions  for  themselves  &  sinli 
as  are  actually  imi>loyod  in  the  public  Service  under  thorn.  1 
have,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  accordingly  «*xt*ini»t 
thf  Principals  of  those  Departments  &  such  other  Pers«>ns  iiu 
ployed  under  them,  whose  Services  for  the  management  of  Tt»»' 
public  l^usiiH'ss  you  sluill  conceive  necessary,  agreabh*  m  ih** 
K<'cuniniendation  of  Conjrn^ss  &  Return  their  Names  to  ni*-.  I 
am,  your  Most  Obed't  St  rv't  [i%.  C] 

Oeiil.  Ten  Broeck. 
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[No.  2901.] 

For  the  Filling  of  Vacancies  of  Officers  in  the  Staie  Regiments. 

Kingston,  20th  May  1780- 

Sir,  I  yesterday  rec'd  your  letter  of  the  14  Inst.  I  had  wrote 
to  my  Brother  on  the  12''  inform'g  him  that  it  was  impossible 
for  the  CJouncil  upon  pai^tial  Returns  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in 
<>ur  State  Regts.,  with  any  Certainty  of  doing  general  Justice. 
I,  therefore,  requested  his  general  Return  of  the  vacancies  in  the 
:five  state  Regts.,  and  of  the  Gentlemen  who  of  Right  ought  to 
fill  them  and  agreable  to  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  21"  March,  a 
Oopy  of  which  is  inclosed,  to  have  annexed  to  the  Return  a  Cer- 
tificate from  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  that  such  appoint- 
ments are  necessary.  As  soon  as  I  am  furnished  with  such  Re- 
turns &  Certificate  I  shall  lay  it  before  the  Council,  and  I  wish 
to  do  this  before  their  Rising,  that  the  Business  may  be  com- 
pleated  without  farther  Delay.  I'll  be  obliged  to  jou  for  a  Copy 
of  the  state  arrangement,  which  I  presume  to  be  in  the  Hands 
of  my  Brother  or  some  of  the  Field  officers  of  the  Regts.  the 
original  being  mislaid  in  the  secretary's  office.     I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Lieut.  Col.  Weissenfels.] 


[No.  2902.] 

Oeneral  Schuyler  Reports  That  Diirhois'  Regiment  Should  he  Reduced 
ly  Direction  of  Congress. 

Morristown,  May  20th  17S0. 
Dear  Sir,  General  Washington  Informs  me  that  he  has  wrote 
you  on  the  Subject  I  mentioned  in  my  last  by  letters  from 
Philadelphia.    I  am  Informed  that  Congress  has  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, Livingston  of  New  York,  Jones  of  Virginia  and  Elsworth 


jour  Exeollencj  &  the  legislature  should  wish  to  1 
ment  kept  up  (as  It  will  be  of  little  extra  expenco 
their  pleasure  may  be   signified  that   I   may    tak€ 
measures. 

The  president  of  Congress  in  a  letter  of  his  of  t 
"  we  have  in  town  some  favorable  reports  from  C 
but  I  dare  not  yet  coniinunieate  them  as  true;''  Frc 
we  learn  that  the  Betts  on  Thursday  last  were  thre< 
Charlestown  would  not  be  taken.  The  French  Wei 
under  Count  De  Guichen*  is  out,  some  say  for  t! 
Coast. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  &  Estc 

cellency's  most  Obedient  Serv't 

Ph 

His  Ex:  Gov:  Clinton  &c. 


*(iui('hGD  (Louie-Urbain  du  Bouexlc),  Count  de,  born  at  Fousftres 
Morluix  In  179U.  He  entered  the  navy  in  1730  as  guard,  and  went 
ranks.  Appointed  naval  captain  in  1756.  The  following  year  he 
Atalantc.  and  captured  four  Engllsii  privateers  and  nine  merchantm 
of    squadron    and    conunondor   of   Salnt-Loui».    He    was    present    on    i 
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[No.  2903.] 
Dr,  Treat  Requests  the  Exemption  of  His  Staff  from  Field  Duty. 

Alb'y,  May  2atli  1780. 

Sir,  There  are  in  the  general  Hospital  now  in  Albany  a  Com- 
missary, a  Steward  and  a  Clerk — Persons  every  Day  employed  by 
me,  and  necessary  for  the  various  Buisneses  of  the  Hospital.  The 
Clerk  is  now  calPd  upon  to  go  out  with  the  militia,  altho'  no  man 
can  be  more  constantly  employed  than  he  is — whatever  the  Letter 
of  the  Law  may  be,  the  Spirit  cannot  design  to  oblige  Persons 
to  Serve  the  public  in  two  Capacities  at  one  &  the  Same  Time — 
if  he  goes  out  with  the  Militia,  he  forfeits  his  commission  from 
Congress.  I  am  in  a  Dilemma.  I  wish  your  Excellency  would 
extricate  both  him  &  me  out  of  it  by  giving  him  a  permit  to  stay 
in  the  Genl.  Hosp'l  and  attend  upon  the  Business  of  his  office; 
I  am  Informed  your  Excellency  has  granted  such  Permissions, 
and  if  you  will  be  pleas'd  to  release  Benjamin  Egberts,  Clerk  of 
the  Genl.  Hospital  from  militia  Duty,  as  he  is  actually  and  con- 
stantly employed  by  me  in  the  Service  of  the  Continent,  you  will 
much  oblige  the  general  Service  and  Hosp'l  in  particular. 

The  Commissary  is  James  Lamb,  Steward,  William  Duncan. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  serv't 

M.  Treat. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  2904.] 

For  the  Immediate  Defence  of  the  More  Westerly  and  Northerly 

Frontiers. 

Pokeepsie  May  20th  1780. 

Sir,  Capt.  Williams  of  Lieut.  Colo.  Pawling's  Regt.,  of  Levies 

for  the  Defence  of  the  frontiers  will  deliver  you  this  Letter.     He 
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takes  up  with  him  his  Compauj,  coosist'g  of  part  of  the 
of  this  Countj;  this  Companj  with  aoothpr  small  Oimpan] 
this  Count  J  is  intended  to  be  stationed  at  Schoharie 
vicinity;  so  that  all  the  Levies  from  Albany,  Trjon  &  Chs 
maj  be  disposed  of  for  the  inunediate  Defence  of  the  more 
erljr  &  northerly  frontiera>  But  atf  the  present  Situation 
fairs  in  Tryon  appear  to  call  for  immediate  &  spirited  tUe* 
C^apt  Wms.  will  in  the  first  Instance  march  his  C^itnpanv  ti 
Place  as  yoa  may  conceive  most  necessary  &  for  this  Porp* 
has  my  Directions  to  obey  your  Ordem,  Capt.  Wms.  is  an  ( 
of  'Spirit  &  in  whom  I  Place  great  €V)nfidence;  if,  therefo 
should  go  into  Tryon  County,  you  will  be  pleased  to  pecom 
him  to  such  Persons  there  whose  attachm't  to  the  Country 
be  depended  on.  Permit  me  to  repeat  my  Request,  that  yc 
your  utmost  Influence  with  the  militia  officers  to  f orw'd  on 
men ;  it  is  disgraceful  to  them  that  these  Troops  are  not  al 
in  the  field  w^hen  Services  are  so  much  required.  Capt. 
of  Kings  District  is  to  command  one  of  the  Companies  of  I 
to  be  raised  in  that  quarter  &  to  be  stationed  in  Tryon  Co 
I  am  &c.  G.  Clint 

Colo.  Van  Schaick. 


[No.  2905.] 
Returns  of  Militia  at  Fori  George, 

Fort  George  30th  May  17 
A  Return  of  Colo.  Sohovenhoven  Regt. 

Volunteers  36 

Remainder  2S 

Total  <U 
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[No.  2907.] 

Governor  Clinton  Assures  Washin0on  That  the  Levies  Are  AU  BmA 
and  That  the  Utmost  Industry  WiU  Be  Used  in  Colktiisi 
Supplies. 

Ponkeepsie  2l8t  May*  17S0. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  honored  with  your  ExcellencVi 

Letter  of  the  18th  Instant,  and  I  shall  not  loose  a  Moment's  Time 

in  forwarding  to'Fort  Schuyler  with  all  possible  Expedition;  the 

Number  of  Men  directed  to  Grarrisson  that  Post  tho'  I  am  aj^re- 

hensive  that  the  Accounts  which  your  Excellency  will  herewith 

receive  from  CJolo.  Van  Schaick  of  Preparations  making  by  the 

Enemy  to  invest  that  Fortress,  may  induce  you  to  continue  the 

present  Garrisson  untill  the  Strenghth  &  Designs  of  the  Enemj 

in  that  Quarter  can  be  better  ascertained.    There  are  certainly 

*May  20.  [1780]— Yesterday  we  were  visited  by  a  moat  unusual  and  uncomfortaUi 
phenomenon.  As  early  as  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  thick  darknea*  came  ont 
the  face  of  the  country,  bo  that  it  was  impoaaible  to  move  about  the  hoosa  without  thi 
assistance  of  e  candle.  Many  persona  were  much  frightened  at  the  sudden  darksea. 
and  some  thought  that  judgment-day  had  come.  The  cause  of  this  strange  appeannct 
13  now  explained. 

A  writer  in  the  Bo&ton  Country  Journal  gives  the  following  particular  account  of  ib« 
phenomenon:—"  As  the  darkness  which  happened  on  last  Friday  was  unusual,  as-i  ta 
many  people  surprising,  it  will  no  doubt  gratify  the  public  to  have  the  obflerrat.crj 
which  have  been  made  in  various  parts,  communicated.  In  this  way  we  may  l^-^rz 
the  extent,  and  perhaps  ascertain  the  cause,  of  so  remarkable  a  phenomenon,  ^^'ilt 
these  views  I  send  you  the  enclosed. 

"  Tho  observations  from  the  flrst  coming  on  of  the  darkness  to  four  o'clock  P.  M.. 
were  made  by  several  gentlemen  of  liberal  education,  at  the  house  of  the  Rev.  3i: 
Cutler,  of  Ipswich  Hamlet.  There  are  some  things  worth  noticing  before  and  ^I'.'t 
this  time.  The  hemisphere  for  several  days  had  been  greatly  obscured  with  smoke  oil 
vapor,  so  that  the  sun  and  moon  appeared  unusually  red.  On  'Thursday  afternoon  Mii 
in  tho  evening,  a  thick  cloud  lay  along  at  the  south  and  south-west,  the  wicd  *rzL'. 
Friday  morning  early,  the  sun  appeared  as  it  had  done  for  several  days  befor*.  ti* 
wir.d  about  south  west,  a  light  breeze,  and  the  clouds  from  the  southwest  came  c^fr 
botwo  r;  tifizht  and  nice  o'clock;  tho  tsun  was  quite  shut  in.  and  it  began  to  itoT«r. 
the  clouds  continuing  to  rise  from  the  south-west,  and  thicken  from  the  thickness  cf 
the  t  louds.  and  tho  confusion  which  attended  their  motions.  We  expected  a  tIo'.-i: 
gust  of  wind  and  rain;  tho  "wind,  however,  near  the  earth,  continued  small  sii  * 
rain*  d  but  little.  About  <  levon  o'clock  the  darkness  was  such  as  to  demand  our  a*'.i:- 
tion.  ar.d  put  us  upon  making  observations.  At  half-pnst  eleven,  in  a  room  with  tir** 
wii.Juws.  t\^t.nty-four  ran«s  each,  all  opoLcd  towards  the  south-eaf^t  and  south,  'irj* 
print  oould  cot  be  read  by  persons  of  good  eyes.  About  twelve  o'clock,  the  wlidc»» 
brink!:  ^-t!ll  opt-n.  a  <  andlft  cast  a  shade  so  well  defined  on  the  wall,  as  that  profiles  ^c^ 
takoii  with  as  much  <'ase  us  they  could  have  been  in  the  night.  About  one  o'clock  i 
glimi's.'  of  llcht  whi.  h  had  continued  till  this  time  in  the  east,  shut  in.  and  th*  dirk- 
nos.s  was  groater  than  it  had  beon  for  any  time  before.  Between  one  and  two  o'fi*:*- 
tlie  wind  at  the  west  fn  shened  a  little,  and  a  glimpse  of  light  appeared  in  that  qurtvr 
Wo  dined   about  two.    the  windows  all   open,   and  two  candles  burning  on  the  ta^> 
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many  concurring  Oircnmstances  which  corroborate  the  Intelli- 
gence transmitted  by  Oolo.  Van  Schaick,  &  I  believe  it  is  beyond 
a  Doubt  that  an  Attempt  ag't  that  Post  was  intended  last  Fall 
had  not  the  Oold  Weather  which  set  in  uncommonly  early 
oblidged  the  Ehiemy  to  return  from  Oswego,  where  a  considerable 
Force  under  Sir  John  Johnson  had  arived.  It  may  be  their 
present  Movements  are  calculated  to  divide  your  Excellency's 
Force  &  prevent  the  Effects  of  the  intended  combined  opperation. 
The  Levies  directed  to  be  raised  for  the  Defence  of  this  State, 
I  have  reason  to  believe  are  compleated,  but  they  are  not  yet  all 
arrived  at  the  Places  of  Rendevouz;  as  soon  as  this  is  the  Case 
I  will  cause  a  Return  of  them  to  be  made  to  your  Excellency  & 
point  out  the  particular  Places  at  which  they  are  distributed. 

In  this  time  of  the  greatest  darknefls.  some  of  the  dunghill  fowle  went  to  their  roost; 
cocks  crowed  in  answer  to  each  other,  as  they  commonly  do  in  the  night;  wood-cocks, 
which  are  night  birds,  whistled  as  they  do  only  in  the  dark;  frogs  peeped;  in  short. 
there  was  the  appearance  of  midnight  at  noon-day.  About  three  o'clock  the  light  in 
the  west  increased,  the  motion  of  the  clouds  more  thick,  their  color  higher  and  more 
brassy  than  at  any  time  before;  there  appeared  to  be  quick  flashes  or  coruscations,  not 
unlike  the  aurora  borealis.  Between  three  and  four  o'clock  we  were  out  and  perceived 
a  strong,  sooty  smell;  some  of  the  company  were  confident  a  chimney  in  the  neighbor- 
hood must  be  burning;  others  cooijectured  the  smell  was  more  like  that  of  burned 
leaTes.  About  half -past  four,  our  company,  which  had  passed  an  unexpected  night 
Tery  dheerfully  together,  broke  up.  I  wiU  now  give  you  what  I  noticed  afterwards. 
I  found  the  people  at  the  tavern  near  by  much  agitated.  Among  other  things  which 
gare  them  much  surprise,  they  mentioned  the  strange  appearance  and  smell  of  the 
rain  water,  which  they  had  saved  in  tubs.  Upon  examining  the  water,  I  found  a 
slight  scum  over  it,  w*hich,  rubbing  between  my  thumb  and  finger.  I  found  to  be 
nothing  but  the  black  ashes  of  burnt  leaves.  The  water  gave  the  same  black,  sooty 
smell  which  we  had  observed  in  the  air.  and  confirmed  me  in  my  opinion  that  the 
smell  mentioned  above  waa  occasioned  by  the  smoke,  or  very  small  particles  of 
burnt  leaves,  which  had  obscured  the  hemisphere  for  several  days  past,  and  were 
now  brought  down  by  the  rain.  The  appearance  last  mentioned  served  to  confirm  the 
hypothesis  on  which  we  had  endeavored  to  account  for  the  unusual  darkness.  The 
Tast  body  of  smoke  from  the  woods,  which  had  been  burning  for  many  days,  mixing 
with  the  common  exhalations  from  the  earth  and  water,  and  condensed  by  the  action 
of  winds  from  opposite  points,  may  perhaps  be  sufficient  causes  to  produce  the  sur- 
prising darkness. 

"The  wind  in  the  evening  passed  round  further  north,  where  a  black  cloud  lay.  and 
gave  us  reason  to  expect  a  sudden  gust  from  that  quarter.  The  wind  brought  that 
body  of  smoke  and  vapor  over  us  in  the  evening,  (at  Salem.  Massachusetts.)  and 
perhaps  it  never  was  darker  since  the  children  of  Israel  left  the  house  of  bondage. 
Th&s  gross  darkness  held  till  about  one  o'clock,  although  the  moon  had  fulled  but  the 
day  before. 

*•  Between  one  and  two,  the  wind  freshened  up  at  north-east,  and  drove  the  amoke 
and  clouds  away,  which  had  given  distress  to  thousands,  and  alarmed  the  brute 
creation."— "  Viator,"  in  the  Country  Journal,  May  21,  and  New  Jersey  Gazette.  June 
SI.— Moore's  Diary  of  the  ReTOlutioiL 
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I  expect  the  Legislature  will  form  a  Qaomm  T\>iiiorraw  ft  |n* 
ceed  on  Business,  when  I  shall  with  every  proper  Caution  ■ 
that  use  of  the  very  agreable  Intelligence  eomnranicated  by  j 
Excellency  for  which  it  was  intended;  and  I  cannot  entertaht 
Doubt  but  every  meaaure  will  be  chearfnlly  adopted  which  bit 
be  necessary  for  giving  Success  to  the  Opperations  of  the  pre 
Campaign.  I  am  perswaded  if  an  aditional  number  of  Met 
shoud  be  wanted,  the  Legislature  will  readilly  provide  for  nil- 
ing  them,  which  can  be  easilly  accomplished  on  this  Occassfon,  md 
they  will  be  more  strongly  inclined  to  this  from  a  Consideratioa 
that  it  may  prevent  a  Diminntion  of  the  Garriaaon  of  Fort 
Schuyler,  in  the  safety  of  which  Post  they  conceive  themselTet 
peculiarly  interested.  I  may  venture  to  aasnre  your  Excellencj» 
that  utmost  Industry  will  be  continued  in  collecting  Sapplies  for 
the  Army,  tho'  our  prospect  is  far  from  encouraging  before  the 
new  Crops  are  gathered  in.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be  &c. 

[U.  C] 

I  shall  return  to  Kingston  Tomorrow  where  your  Excellenoj 
will  please  to  direct  any  new  Commands. 
[To  Gen.  Washington.] 


[No.  2008.] 

I>ESTKr(  TIOX  OF  CAUGHNAWAGA. 

Sir  John  JoJni8on*8  Appalling  Raid  in  Tryon  County — GathtrxM 

of    the    Militiu — Hampered     for     Want    of    Ammunition    a^ 

Provisions. 

Albany,  May  2lM  1780.     6  O'clock  P.  M. 

Sir,  I  am  dirtMt«Ml  by  <U'iuM-al  Ten  Broeck  to  forward  a  <'*'l'J 
of  <'«»lln.  llai'iMM's  L<Mtfr  to  your  Excellency  (which  I  ht'ri- iu 
rlosri.     1  am  farther  directed  to  inform  your  ExceUency  that  in 
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Conseqaence  of  the  inclosed  and  other  Intelligence,  the  General 

has  ordered  out  Five  full  Regiments  from  his  Brigade  to  Caugh- 

na^vaga  and  the  one  half  of  the  lower  Regiments  to  Schohary 

not  knowing  but  the  Enemy  may  take  a  Rout  that  way.    CoUo. 

Van  Schaick  went  on  from  Intelligence  he  received  by  Express 

from  Collo.  Wemple  about  an  Hour  ago  to  Schonectady.    I  am, 

Sir,  your  humble  Serv^t 

Jer'h  Lansingh,  M.  B. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


Johns  Town,  May  22d  1780. 

Sir,  By  this  I  acquaint  you  of  the  unhappy  Sight  of  Caugh- 
nawaga  which  is  in  ashes  as  well  as  many  Lives  lost. 

This  Morning  at  break  of  Day,  Sir  John  with  400  white  Men 
and  200  Indians  fell  in  on  the  River  at  Jacob  Putman's,  burnt 
the  House  and  proceeded  up  the  River.  I  happened  to  be  in 
Fort  Hunter  when  this  bloody  Scene  began,  where  I  got  a  small 
party  and  proceeded  up  the  River  as  far  as  Van  Eps  Block  House, 
where  I  halted  and  dispatched  Expresses  to  collect  the  Militia 
who  came  to  the  amount  of  150  at  about  2  O'Clock.  By  four 
1  had  them  over  the  River,  and  proceeded  towards  Johns  Town, 
where  we  were  reinforced  with  one  hundred  Volunteers,  from 
Stone  Arabia  whose  activity  deserves  their  Country's  Thanks. 
With  this  Party  I  arrived  safe  at  Johns  Town  &  found  Capt. 
Vroman  with  Thirty  Men  who  arrived  yesterday  &  kept  the  Fort. 
<'apt.  Vroman  says,  alt  ho  he  fired  the  Cannon  to  alarm  the  In- 
habitants, they  could  not  understand  it.  Sir  John  was  at  Johns 
Town  with  his  Party  when  I  arrived  &  my  Men  were  eajj:er  to 
fight,  but  the  amunition  being  all  in  the  Gaol,  I  thought  it  im- 
proj)er  &  with  much  ado  preva'iled  on  them  to  repair  to  l\i^  Yq\X. 
47 
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Sir  John  thought  proper  to  decamp  laat  Evening  before  Snn- 
set,  though  his  Intentions  is  unknown  to  as;  bat  I  think  it  wooM 
be  well  if  you  could  cut  off  their  Retreat.  As  I  am  out  Pro- 
vision beg  you  will  forward  some  as  fast  as  possible  or  it  will 
be  out  of  my  power  to  keep  the  People  together. 

Collo.  Fisher  is  mortally  wounded,  &  his  two  Brothers  killed, 

old    Mr.    Douw    Fonda    with    seven    others.    The    Number  of 

Prisoners  I  cannot  Inform  you  of.    The  Block  House  is  yet  safe. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem  &c. 

John  Harper,  Collo. 
Collo.  Van  Schaick,  Schonectady. 

P.  S.    Sir  John  was  heard  to  say  that  Butler  was  comeing 

down  the  River;  this  comes  by  some  of  the  Prisoners  who  are 

returned. 

Copy.  

Albany,  6  O'Clock  P.  M.  23d  May  17S0. 
Sir,  The  aforegoing  General  Ten  Broeck  has  received  about 
an  Hour  ago  &  in  consequence  thereof  has  ordered  the  upper 
Militia  to  Jessups  Pattent. 

By  Order  of  the  General. 

J.  Lansingh.  M.  B. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  2909.] 

John  Johnson  Paroles  Messrs.  Sammon^  and  Fonda, 

I  do  Certify  that  Messrs.  Sampson  Sammons  and  John  Fonda. 

are  permitted  to  return  to  their  respective  Homes  at  their  own 

request;  they  having  first  engaged  to  protect  the  Loyalists  in 

fie  County  of  Tryon,  *m  t\ie  peaceable  possession  of  their  Prop- 
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BTtj;    for   the   performance   of    which    the    remainder   of   the 
Prisoners  will  be  detained  as  Hostages. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Kingsborough  this  23d  May  1780. 
fohn  Johnson,  Lieut.  Col.  Command't  Kings  Roy'l  Rejt.  New 

York. 


[No.  2910.] 

Colonel  Klock   Urges  Sending  Foncard  Reinforcements  With  all 
Possible  Despatch. 

Fort  Paris,  23d  May  1780  12  O'clock  P.  M. 
Sir,  With  the  greatest  mortification  must  inform  you,  that 
Sir  John  Johnson  with  a  body  of  Indians  and  Whites  attacked 
and  burnt  Caughnawaga  District  from  below  Tripes  Hill  to  the 
Kose,  except  a  few  Tory  Houses.  About  300  men  from  my  and 
Coll.  Fisher's  Regiment  followed  them  as  far  as  Johnstown,  but 
Onding  by  the  most  authentic  accounts  that  the  Enemy  was  at 
l^ast  double  their  number,  and  besides  were  Joined  by  large  num- 
bers of  the  disaffected,  thought  it  prudent  not  to  pursue  them 
toy  farther,  my  men  returned  to  this  place.  From  the  infor- 
tnation  I  received  by  letters  from  His  Excellency,  the  Governor, 
•rhich  informed  that  you  were  desired  to  send  me  such  rein- 
forcement, as  might  be  thought  requisite  in  your  power  to  afford 
^nd  some  others,  I  was  led  to  hope  that  we  should  be  supported 
by  a  sufficient  number  of  men,  but  alas  find  that  we  are  left 
in  the  midst  of  our  relentless  Enemies  to  shift  for  ourselves.  I 
bave  learned  that  Coll.  Wemp  from  Schenectady  had  been  up  as 
far  as  Johnstown,  and  had  returned  immediately  which  is  the 
noflt  astonishing  circumstance  I  almost  ever  met  with.  By  the 
Qost  undoubted  intelligence  they  are  yet  in  Johnstown  Bush, 
tare  been  joined  by  such  number  that  thev  are  near  \^^^  vci^xi 
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HtroDg  and  arc  di'termiiied  to  destroy  this  place.  Br^nt  lii 
Butler  art'  to  attack  on  the  ^oiith  side  of  the  River;  there  bit 
heeD  a  party  discovered  at  l^nells  BuBh  this  day;  »ple§  hire 
Iteen  seen  on  the  south  side  of  the  Biver  about  an  hour  befoft 
night;  peruiit,  8ii\  in  this  d]8tres6«>d  situation  to  entreat  foi 
to  Bend  US  all  possible  support  with  the  greatest  dispatch  p^ 
siblej  as  we  momently  expect  to  see  all  in  flames,  you  will  ♦*o«- 
mutiicate  this  to  Coll.  Van  Bchaiek>  1  am,  Kir,  your  Humble 
Bc-rv't  Jacob  J.  Klotk,  i>il. 

P,  S.     You  Bill  please  to  send  the  inclosed  letter  by  Esjif*^ 
immediately. 
To  rienl.  Ten  Kroeek. 


[No.  21)11,] 
FEAEB  FOR  STOXE  ARABIA- 
Colonel   Khpk  AN/^orfs   the  Attack  on   VuHijhmttni*iit   tu  Vfuf*n'^^ 
Clinton  and  Appeals  for  AssUiance. 

Fort  Intone  Arabia,  May  2;W  17^» 
8ir,  I  received  yours  of  ibe  15Th  Ini^tant,  au  ansn^T  Ti<  mia^ 
of  ihe  13tbj  wheiein  I  gave  you  a  Particular  Account  nf  -^ 
Enemy's  design^and  find  also  that  CienUTi*nbruck  had  lii?i*'nkri 
to  cooperate  with  &  funiisili  me  wiih  as  much  aid  fnmi  ki^  ^H' 
ade  as  may  appear  i^quisite  &  In  his  l*ower  to  givi%  &  I  als*^  ^ 
quested  af«?iFtau'*e  of  him,  but  have  not  seen  a  man  yet,  iw>r  hf^ri 
tli^  maiA  to  our  assistance;  all  tbi-  si^L^uiHif 

^Ifti  td  bitQ  in  h}  tiUr  l*r- liiise®  by  Paper  and  Ink,  but  not  amsa* 
u'ii»i  hiU*fm  ytiuliiiiy  Horrow,  that  Sir  John  -Idtai* 
fang  made  an  Approach  &  atiacti?* 
ty  t be  2241  lii»t;int,  &km' 
'^t\^«fft  bvU  to  Anlho&v  e 
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excepting  a  few  Tories  Houses,  being  about  12  or  13  Miles  the 
Kamber  of  Houses.  I  can  give  no  Account  at  Present;  all  the 
Acc't  I  can  give  you,  at  Present  of  Killed  &  taken  is  9  Killed  & 
33  Prisoners,  amongst  which  Colo.  Fisher's  two  Brothers  are 
Killed,  &  he  himself  Scalp'd  &  badly  wounded.  Major  Fonda's 
Father  is  killed. 

Immediately  on  Receiving  Intelligence  from  the  Enemies  ap- 
proach, I  ordered  all  the  young  men  out  &  left  the  old  men  in  the 
Ports;  also  Colo.  Clyde  Turned  out  with  his  young  men;  we 
mastered  about  300  men  and  followed  the  Enemy  to  Johns-Town, 
where  they  came  in  sight  of  them,  but  finding  themselves  too 
week  to  attact  or  pursue  them,  they  Returned  to  this  Place  again, 
where  we  are  together  in  a  miserable  Circumstances,  the  Enemy 
is  at  Johns-Town  yet  &  the  tories  joining  them  very  fast.     I  ex- 
pect every  minute  this  Place  will  be  attackted.    We  have  In- 
telligence that  Joseph  Brant  with  a  Strong  party  would  attackt 
the  South  Side  of  the  River  this  day  &  would  make  a  sweep  of 
it  if  he  could. 

Just  as  I  was  writing  this  Letter  I  discovered  a  Great  Smoke 
on  the  South  side  of  the  River  towards  Cowels  Kill  [Cobleskill] 
k  Tarlag  [Durlach].  Colo.  Clyde  was  with  me  just  now,  and 
when  he  discoyered  the  smoke  above  mentioned  he  returned  to 
IMrFkuik  with  his  men,  so  it  seems  we  can  no  longer  assist 
each  other;  therefore,  I  beseech  you  would  afford  as  soon  as 
pomtile  all  tht*  assistance  you  can,  otherwise  we  shall  be  left  a 
BieA)  to  tmr  Onii!l  Enemy.    I  am  your  Excellencies  most  obedient 

nmt ^  Jacob  Klock,  Coll. 

Oeo,  Clinton,  Esqr. 

r  was  wrote  a  man  arrived  here  that  made  hi« 
n^ny,  who  informs  that  he  left  them  about 
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[No  2913.] 

Colonel  Morgan  Levm  Reports  Sir  John  Johnson  Commands  in 

Person. 

Albany,  23d  May  1780. 

D'r  Sir;  I  last  Evening  returned  from  Schenectady  where  we 
received  by  several  Expresses  the  following  Information:  that 
the  Enemy  at  Daybreak  yesterd'ay  Morning  made  a  Descent  upon 
the  Mohock's  River  at  Tripes  Hill  from  whence  they  proceeded 
westward,  burning  the  Houses  and  Barns  of  the  Inhabitants  and 
putting  to  Death  every  MaJe  capable  of  bearing  arms.  It  does 
not  appear  they  have  offered  any  violence  to  women  or  Children. 
Many  Lives  are  lost;  among  whom  I  recollect  are  the  Father  & 
three  Brothers  of  Major  Fonda,  a  Mr.  Hansen,  and  last  Evening 
Colo.  Visscher  [Fisher]  was  brought  into  Schenectady  miserably 
wounded  and  scalped,  but  not  dead.  By  Express  this  Morning 
from  Colo:  Van  Schaick,  we  are  informed  they  last  Night  rendez- 
voused at  Johnston  Hall,  where  S'r  John  commands  in  Person. 
Accounts  of  their  Numbers  are  from  five  to  eight  hundred,  mostly 
Savages.  They  shew  a  Disposition,  'tis  said,  to  fight;  and  the 
Militia  under  Colonels  Wemple  and  Harper  consisting  of  about 
four  hundred  &  fifty  are  determined  to  fight  them.  The  Militia 
of  this  Place  are  moving  on,  but  I  am  afraid  will  be  too  late  for 
action.    I  am,  most  respectfully  your  Excellency's  very  hum.  Serv. 

Mor'n  Lewis. 
His  Excell'y  Geo.  Clinton. 


[No.  2914.] 

General  Swarttcoufs  Retunis  of  Levies  Raised  in  His  Brigade. 

A  Return  of  Levies  to  be  Raised  in  Brig'r  Genl.  Jacobus  Swart- 
wout's  Brigade  of  Militia  of  the  County  of  Dutchess  Agreeable 
to  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  for  the  Defence  of  the 
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Frontiers  of  said  State.  Also  of  tiie  Nnmber  of  Bald  LeTiet  De^ 
livered  by  Each  Begt.  and  Received  bj  the  oiBoen  for  tbtt  fo- 
pose  appointed  agreeable  to  their  Betnrna  of  tldft  Daj,  tofetkr 
with  the  Number  of  said  Levies  Deficient 


B«glmmitt 

B^Lflvtifto 
boralMd. 

s&Asar 

mLum 

Colo.  Rotwell  Hopkins, 
Cola  John  Ftmt. 

Colo.  Jmum  Van  Der  Bnrgh, 
Colo.  Bmuej  Ludenlon, 
Colo.  John  Field, 

8 

SB 
IC 
It 

n 

ti 

& 

10 
IS 

u 

0 

Total, 
Add  Colo.  Orahnm's, 

1S8 

m 

ti 

m 

Jacob's  Swartwoat 
Pishkill  May  28rd  1780. 

N.  B.  Oolo.  Graham's  Begt.  is  omitted  in  the  within  Betum  if 
the  Levies  to  be  Raised  in  that  Begt.  were  to  Bendevoos  it 
Shendeken,  agreeable  to  Oenl.  Orders^  I  have  Bec'd  no  Beton 
from  that  Begt.  Either  of  the  No.  Levies  they  were  to  Raise,  or 
the  Number  which  have  been  Deliv'd  only  have  been  Informed 
by  the  Lieut.  CJolo.  of  said  Regt.  that  they  would  Baise  about  30 
Men. 


[No.  2915.] 

MORE  TROUBLE  FEARED. 

John  Tayler  Forwards  to  Oovemor  Clinton  a  Succinct  Refwi  of 
Johnson^s  Latest  Raid. 

7  o'clock  P.  M.  Schenectady,  23d  May  1780. 

DV  Sir,  You  doubtless  have  been  Informed  of  the  misfortune 

that  has  befel  Trjon  County;  those  who  are  nigfaer  the  8c«ie 

"stress,  I  Imagine,  feel  it  more  forcibly  than  [those]  at  adi§- 

The   Enemy  yesterday  morning  began  at  the  foot  o( 
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Tripes  Hill  &  burned  before  them  to  Anthony's  Nose,  they  finished 
at  the  Widow  Ekjkers',  a  few  houses  only  are  Saved;  a  Negro 
just  came  in  who  Informs  that  he  belonged  to  John  Fonda;  was 
taken  with  his  master  &  left  the  Enemy  at  four  o'Clock  this 
morning  two  miles  back  of  Johnstown;  he  Says,  that  there  are 
about  forty  white  men  prisoners;  a  great  number  of  Blacks  are 
gone  off  with  S^r  John;  that  being  with  his  master  John  Fonda, 
he  heard  much  discourse  between  him  &  S'r  John;  that  S'r  John 
upbraided  him  with  the  part  he  had  acted,  &  observed  that  if  he 
had  taken  his,  S'r  John's,  advice,  Fonda  would  have  avoided  all 
the  Calamities  that  had  now  befallen  him;  he  further  mention'd 
that  Brandt  was  to  be  dt)wn  &  Burn  the  South  Side  of  the  Mo- 
hawk River,  &  that  the  Country  would  all  be  laid  waste  &  won- 
derd  what  kept  him;  he  likewise  Say  that  a  great  number  of 
disaffected  Came  to  S'r  John  &  took  protection;  old  Mr.  Fonda 
is  killed,  two  of  Collo.  Fisher's  Brothers,  himself  Scalped  & 
Badly  wounded.  The  Schenectady  militia  march'd  on  the  first 
alarm.  Several  are  Returned  for  want  of  provision;  the  militia 
of  Albany  march'd  two  hours  ago  from  this  place,  a  few  Excepted 
who  have  horses.  I  am  Induced  to  believe  that  S'r  John  Intends 
to  Remain  where  he  is  in  order  to  Cooperate  with  Brandt;  the 
Negroes  who  are  with  him  are  all  armed;  about  thirty,  nine 
months  men,  are  in  the  fort  at  Johnstown;  this  place  the  Enemy 
did  not  dare  attack;  their  force  from  the  best  Information  Con- 
sists of  about  five  hundred;  a  Company  of  British,  a  Number  of 
Hessian  Yagers,  part  of  S'r  John's  Regiments  &  between  two  & 
three  hundred  Indians. 

34th  May  5  o'Clock  M.  An  Express  arrived  &  brought  the  In- 
closed account.  I  believe  we  are  about  three  hundred  the 
greater  part  Six  miles  above,  this  may  be  at  Johnstown  by  two 
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o'clock.    I  hope  our  party  may  have  force  BafBcient  to  tttad 

them.    It  is  impossible  to  paint  the  diatresB  the  Oonntfy  is  ii. 

Coll.  Yanschaick  is  with  the  militia.    I  am  in  haflte,  D^r  Sir,  jov 

Excellency's  most  obdt.  Serv't 

John  Tqrier. 
Gov.  Clinton. 


[No.  2916.] 

Strength  of  the  Johneon  Party  Placed  at  Five  Hundred. 

Albany  May  24th  12  (VClock  P.  M.  1780. 

Sir,  The  inclosed  Ceneral  Ten  Broeck  haa  jost  now  received 

and  which  he  has  directed  me  to  forward  to  your  Bzcellency.  I 

have  wrote  to  the  Officers  commanding  in  the  Westward  that 

there  is  300  Barrels  of  Provision  of  the  Beef  kind  at  Bichmond 

about  36  Miles  from  here^  as  I  am  informed,  some  of  which  I  am 

informed  by  Collo.  B.  V:B.  may  be  in  to  Morrow  here,  when  I 

shall  see  it  carried  on  with  the  greatest  Expedition.    We  are 

now  preparing  to  send  to  the  Grants  to  advise  them  to  proceed 

to  Jessups  Pattent*  to  impede  their  Betreat  if  they  should  go 

that  way. 

By  order  of  Genl.  Commanding,  Ten  Broeck. 

Jer'h  Lansingh,  M.  B. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


Sir,   By   Information   received  from  John   Funda  and  Ab'm 

Veeder,  who  have  been  Prisoners  with  the  Enemy  and  sent  back 

yesterday  Afternoon,  they  are  at  Mayfield  ab't  10  Miles  from 

Johns  Town  where  they  are  encamped.    The  gentlemen  say  that 

\ej  could  not  learn  when  tUey  meant  to  [move]   off.    They 

Bm  Document  2918.  page  750. 
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leamt  also  that  a  strong  party  under  the  Command  of  Brandt  is 

expected  and  will  break  out  on  the  South  side  of  the  River.    The 

Party  with  S^r  John  is  500  strong.    I  have  put  Collo.  Vroman  of 

Schohary  on  his  Ouard  &  sent  off  this  Morning  an  E}xpress  to 

Johns  Town  and  mean  to  proceed  on  with  the  Militia  unless  I 

receive  certain  Information  that  the  Enemy  are  gone  off.    Prom, 

Sir,  your  humble  Serv't 

G.  V:  Schaick. 
Byers  Wemp's  24th  May  1780. 

[To  Gen.  Ten  Broeck.] 

Copy. 


[No.  2917.] 

Washington  Pictures  the  Impoveriahed  Condition  of  the  Continental 

Army. 

Head  Quarters  Morris  Town,  23d  May  1780. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  learn,  by  your  fav'r  of 
the  19th  the  distressed  situation  of  your  Frontier,  more  especially 
at  a  time,  when  our  attention  will  in  all  probability  be  called, 
in  a  great  measure,  to  the  operations  upon  the  Coast.    My  con- 
fidential letter  of  the  18th  will  explain  my  meaning.    By  that 
you  will  perceive  the  impossibility,  under  present  appearances 
and  circumstances,  of  sparing  any  further  force  from  the  Con- 
tinental army,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  militia.    I  imagine 
it  will  scarcely   be   deemed    prudent    to    withdraw    Colo.  Van 
Schaick's  Regiment  from  Fort  Schuyler,  except  matters  take  an 
Qoexpected  turn  in  that  quarter,  altho'  the  addition  of  so  re- 
spectable a  Corps  would  be  very  essential,  should  the  measures 
fw  which  we  are  preparing  be  carried  into  execution.    From  the 
•tate  of  our  magazines  here,  and  from  your  represeutatioxi  ol  Vcl^ 
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situation  of  matters  above,  I  do  not  see  how  troops  wodM  be 
subsisted,  supposing  they  could  be  spared.  We  are  now  npoB 
half  allowance  of  meat,  and  every  now  and  then  the  troops  ire 
intirely  without.  Whether  the  emergency  of  the  occasion,  ud 
the  flattering  prospect  of  putting  an  end  to  the  War  by  one 
vigorous  effort,  will  induce  the  states  to  throw  in  extraordiDaij 
aids  and  supplies,  I  cannot  tell;  but  if  such  eflfects  are  not  pio- 
duced,  or  some  means  can  be  fallen  upon  to  enable  the  Com- 
missaries and  Quarter  Masters  to  provide  in  the  common  mode, 
I  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  consequences.  I  have  thought, 
that  as  the  peace  of  the  whole  Northern  Frontier  in  a  grt^t 
measure  depends  upon  checking  the  most  dangerous  Body  of  the 
enemy,  which  will  act  upon  the  Mohawk  River,  it  might  not  be 
amiss  for  the  Legislature  of  your  State  to  call  upon  that  of 
Massachusetts,  for  an  aid  of  men  from  their  Western  CountieSw 
They  will  shortly  be  informed  of  the  necessity  of  assembling  oor 
whole  Continental  force  to  a  point,  and  will,  therefore,  perhaps 
more  readily  come  into  the  measure. 

I  am  happy  in  knowing  that  your  Excellency  will  attribute  mj 
refusal  of  your  request  to  the  true  cause — inability.  It  is  or- 
tainly  to  be  lamented  that  we  cannot  oppose  a  sufficient  fon^e 
to  every  point  upon  which  we  are  attacked;  but  that  not  b-ini! 
the  case,  prudence  and  policy  both  dictate  the  exp^iem  v  of 
directing  our  efforts  against  the  source  from  whence  all  "'ir 
difticnlties  springs. 

24th  May.  Sinct*  writing  the  foregoing,  I  havt^  been  fav'd  with 
your  Excellency's  letter  rif  ilio  21st.  1  at  the  same  tim»^  re- 
ceived (Hie  from  Colonel  Van  ^^chaick,  in  which  he  mentions  tV' 
critical  situation  of  Fort  Schuyler  for  want  of  provision,  tkre 
not  being  more,  i\s  \\e  \i\fv\vms  me,  than  one  month's  supply  in 
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the  Garrifion  by  the  last  Return.  This  is  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance  that  every  measure  ought  to  be  fallen  upon  to  give 
relief.  General  Schuyler  informs  me  of  a  parcel  of  Corn  in  the 
possession  of  Colo.  Lewis.  I  shall  direct  Col.  Van  Schaick  to  en- 
deavour to  get  it  thrown  into  the  Fort.  As  to  salt  meat,  which 
is  the  only  kind  which  is  proper,  I  know  not  from  whence  it  is 
to  come.  We  have  so  totally  exhausted  the  Continental  stock, 
that  the  Commissary  General  has  been  obliged  to  borrow  three 
hundred  Barrels  from  private  Gentlemen  in  Philadelphia  to  en- 
deavour to  support  the  army  until  Grass  Cattle  can  be  brought 
from  New  England.  The  Garrison  at  West  Point  are,  if  possible, 
in  a  worse  situation  than  we  are  here. 

I  am  confident  that  your  Excellency  and  the  Legislature  will, 
considering  the  importance  of  Fort  Schuyler,  and  the  inability  to 
afford  any  present  relief  from  the  Continental  magazines,  take 
every  possible  step  to  throw  in  a  supply. 

I  shall  not  draw  down  Van  Schaick's  Regt.  untill  we  see  fur- 
ther into  the  state  of  matters  to  the  Westward. 

I  am  infinitely  obliged  by  your  ready  promise  to  concur  with 
auy  requisitions  which  may  be  made  to  your  State,  should  our 
expected  cooperation  be  carried  into  execution.  A  Committee  of 
Congress,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  calling  upon  the  States 
for  what  supplies  may  be  deemed  necessary  upon  such  an  occa- 
sion, are  now  in  Camp.  You  may,  therefore,  expect  to  hear  from 
them  upon  the  subject  in  a  few  days.  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
with  very  sincere  Esteem  Dear  Sir  yr.  Excellency's  most  obt. 
Serv't  Go.  Washington. 

Gov.  Clinton. 
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[No.  2918.] 

Tories  Gathered  on  Jesaup'i  Patewi  MeOUaibig  Mitehief. 

*A  man  of  nndouted  Credit  informed  the  SabsGriber  that  lait 

Night  he  Returned  home  being  one  of  a  Scont,  that  had  beei  oit 

beyond  Seratoga  Lake,  that  he  had  Feigned  himaelf  a  T017  ft  kal 

been  with  a  large  party  of  Torya  who  has  0<dlected 

together  on  Jessups  Patent;  they  Consist  of  persons  from  ! 

chusets,  R.  Island,  Connecticut  &  this  State  as  far  down  u 

Kenderhook;  that  he  met  in  one  party  18  going  to  join  them;  thtt 

they  Intend  a  Descent  on  Stillwater;  that  the  men  who  has  been 

gone  off  some  time  past  is  with  them;  that  the  Number  is  Some 

Hundreds;  that  the  Torys  that  way  have  been  Collecting  prorifr 

sions  Ever  Since  Last  fall ;  that  Esqr.  Palmer  is  one  they  Intend  to 

Destroy;  that  Dirck  Swart — ^Briant— Jeffers  &  a  number  others 

whose  names  I  dont  Recollect  is  to  be  Saved;  that  they  Informed 

him  that  the  Torys  in  general  was  to  Rise  at  once. 

Comfort  Sands. 
Albany,  24  May  1780. 


[No.  2919.] 

American  Officers,  Prisoners  on   Long  Islandy   Petition  for  Rd^^ 

After  Nearly  Three  Tears  of  Captivity. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  The  Honourable  the  Senate 

and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Officers  prisoners  of  War  of  the  said  State 

Humbly   sheweth,    That    your   memorialists    have    endured  a 

long,  tedious  and  irksome  confinement,  subject  not  only  to  those 

igreeable  and  humiliating  sensations  inseperable  from  a  state 

BiptiTity;  but  finally    find    ourselves    unfortunately   left  to 

Document  2916,   page  746,   !d   which    the   subject  matter  contained  In  thli  d^^ 
iB  DO  doubt  alluded  to.— State  Historian. 
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struggle  with  all  the  calamities  of  indigency  and  want.  A  whole 
year  has  now  elaps'd  since  we  have  received  the  smallest  supply 
or  our  board  paid;  with  the  rest  of  our  fellow  prisoners  in  general, 
and  the  small  sum  then  handed  us  was  barely  sufficient  to  pay 
our  debts,  and  furnish  us  with  the  then  necessary  articles  of 
Cloathing. 

We  have  made  repeated  applications  to  the  Honourable  the 
Continental  Congress  for  relief;  without  having  receivd  any  re- 
dress— and  in  our  last,  we  were  informed  they  had  no  specie  in 
the  Treasury  nor  could  they  devise  any  mode  to  supiK>rt  or  pro- 
vide for  us.  Thus  circumstanced,  your  unfortunate  captive  offi- 
cers Inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  York  find  ourselves  under 
the  necessity  of  laying  our  unhappy  situation  before  you,  and 
beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  of  our  uneasiness  and  anxiety  at  the 
painfull  and  tedious  length  of  our  almost  three  years'  captivity 
which  many  of  us  have  endured.  Tho'  we  cannot  say  but  we 
have  several  times  been  flatter'd  with  the  hopes  of  a  general  ex- 
change taking  place  which  would  restore  us  to  our  Country, 
friends  and  connections;  but  all  hopes  of  that  much  wish'd  for 
event  are  at  end.  We,  therefore,  relying  on  your  justice, 
wisdom  and  humanity,  humbly  wish  that  some  mode  may  be 
adopted  to  relieve  us  at  present  and  secure  us  from  want  here- 
after. 

We  at  the  same  time  beg  leave  to  represent  that  notwith- 
standing the  melancholy  reflection  yet  we  would  not  wish  to  be 
liberated  untill  it  can  be  procured  on  terms  mutually  advan- 
tageous and  Honourable. 

We  trust  we  have  hitherto  supported  ourselves  with  a  patience 
and  perseverance  becoming  the  soldier  and  Citizen,  and  that  the 
same  line  of  conduct  will  still  continue  to  mark  our  character. 
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We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Esteem  and  respect  bj 
and  the  most  finn  attachment  and  duty  to  our  CountiT  toot  ■ 
Obedient  Servants 


Wm.  AUiflan,  Colo. 
Jac'a  Brnyn,  Lt.  Colo* 
James  MoClaghry,  Lt,  Colo- 
Jamse  Hamman,  It*  colU 
Saml.  Logan,  Major 
Henry  Godwin,  Opt. 
James  Teller,  Capt* 
Neh.  Carpenter,  Qr.  Master* 
Adam  Gilchrist,  A.  C.  G.  F. 
Henry  Brewster,  Lieut. 
Solomon  Pendleton,  Lieut. 
John  McClaugfary,  Ensign 
John  Hunter,  Lieut. 
James  Humphrey,  Oapt. 
Patten  Jackson,  Lieut. 
Long  Island,  May  24th  1780. 


Benjamin  Hallsted,  Lfleal 
Heary  Pawling,  Lieut         I 
Henry  Swartwout,  Ensign. 
John  FurmaEf  Lieut,, 
Jame^  Kroukhite,  Ca|it.* 
Alex>  McArthur,  Ueitt., 
Ebenesser  Mutt,  Lieut.^ 
laaac  Keeler,  Lent 
Corn's  Swartwout,  Oapt  Lta 

tillery 
JaxH>b  Van  Tassell,  Lent 
Nathaniel  Bqmolds,  Lieat 
Isaac  Crane,  Adjt 
Samuel  Dodge,  Jr.,  Lieut. 


[No.  2920.] 
Washington  Orders  250  Levies  to  Fort  Schuyier, 

Kingston  24"  May  1780. 
Sir,  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  t 
order  into  Fort  Schuyler  250  Men  of  the  Levies  raised  for  tb 
Defence  of  the  Frontiers  to  relieve  that  Garrison,  and  tho' 
think  his  Excellency,  from  the  Representations  I  have  made  t 
him  on  the  subject,  and  the  disagreable  Intelligence  he  m« 
soon  receive  from  that  Quarter,  he  may  alter  his  Intentions,; 
conceived  it  my  Duty  (as  these  Troops  are  by  Law  subject 
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his  Excellency's  Command)  to  give  Colo.  Harpur,  who  is  ap- 
pointed to  a  Regt.,  of  them  to  detach  those  from  Dutchess 
Count3%  with  such  additional  Number  as  will  compleat  those 
required  for  this  service,  and  I  have  to  request,  that  as  soon  as 
they  shall  be  ready,  &  it  is  practicable  for  them  to  march,  you 
will  cause  them  to  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  Conveyance 
to  the  Fort  and  such  Supply  of  Provision  as  shall  be  necessary. 
I  am,  &c.  [G.  C] 

[To  Colonel  Van  Schaick.] 


[No.  2921.] 

Return  of  Men  Exempted  for  Mr.  Li/vingaton^s  Iron  Works. 

A  List  of  the  men  that  are  necessarily  Employed  in  the  Iron 
work  of  Robert  Livingston  Esqr.  at  Ancram  &  at  Maryburgh. 

John  Van  Buren,  Michel  Elliott,  Clerks;  Hugh  Larman,  John 
Hay,  Peter  Camer,  Carpenters;  Zachariah  Curtis,  Caleb  Winchel, 
John  Adams,  Jun.,  Jonas  Myers,  Dudly  Moor,  Gilbert  Clap,  Ore 
Carters;  Will'm  Hamelton,  Duncan  MacCarty,  Murphy  Macln- 
tire,  WilPm  Osburn,  Cor's  Dragherty,  Giles  Loomis,  Rubin 
Loomis,  Timoty  Loomis,  Jacob  Treble,  David  Karl,  Colliars; 
James  Tomson,  Allin  Tomson,  Stephen  Norwood,  Jun.,  Greorge 
Rohrbarkr,  Jacob  Ditto,  Jacob  J.  Shaver,  James  Karl,  Coal 
Carters  Two  more  wanting;  John  Hurly,  David  Phelps,  Abner 
Phelps,  Myners;  Elias  Tocker,  John  MacCarty,  John  Wintworth, 
David  Wintworth,  John  Traflford,  John  Phillips,  William  Phillips, 
Jacob  Limney,  Solomon  Limney,  Caleb  Keephart,  Rulif  Kidney, 
SamL  Tocker,  Edward  Waleing,  Saml.  Murphy,  James  Wintworth, 
Forge  men,  two  more  wanting;  Thomas  Trafiford,  Founder; 
William  Elliot,  Peter  N.  McArthor,  Keepars;  Johanis  Hagedorn, 
John  Semons,  Patrick  Rigens,  Jobbers. 
48 
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The  \^  ithin  fifty  two  persons  (with  fonr  others)  are  exeaptai 

from  Militia  Duty  while  actually  employed  manafactorfaig  b« 

at  Colo.  Livingston's  works  nntill  farther  order. 

Geo.  Clinton 

25  May  1780. 
A  true  Copy  by  Jno.  A.  Fonda. 


I 


[No.  2922.] 

Qovemwr  CUiUim  Submits  the  Frontier  Danger  to  Oeneral  Sckwf^ 
and  Bequests  His  Cooperation. 

Kingston,  25"  May  1780, 
D'p  Sir;  Two  Days  since  I  rece'd  your  Letter  of  the  IS''  May 
&  have  to  thank  you  for  the  Intelligence  it  communicates;  the 
Legislature  have  not  yet  formed  a  Quorum,  tho'  I  think  tbej 
will  to-day,  so  that  there  is  no  great  Danger  of  their  rising  sud- 
denly, unless  the  disagreable  Intelligence  we  continue  daily  to 
receive  from  the  northern  &  western  Frontier  Settlements, 
should  oblige  them  to  adjourn,  which  there  is  too  much  Reason 
to  apprehend  will  be  the  Case.  I  now  inclose  you  Extracts  Jk 
Copies  of  the  different  accts.  I  have  rec'd  from  Tryon  Couniv. 
which  I  must  beg  you  to  communicate  to  his  Excellency  <it*ul- 
Washington  and  to  Congress. 

The  moment  I  can  lay  before  the  Legislature  the  BnsiDfSs 
which  called  for  their  immediate  attention — and  this  I  have 
Krason  to  expect  will  be  done  to-day — I  mean  to  set  out  for 
Albany,  where  considering  Genl.  Ten  Broeck's  Indisposition.  I 
fear  my  Presence  is  but  too  much  wanted.  Were  Sir  John» 
operations  all  we  had  to  jjuard  against,  1  should  even  uD^lt-r 
our  present  Circmiistances  not  despair  of  being  able  soon  to 
drive  him  out  of  the  Country;  but,  Sir,  when  yon  are  informed 
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lat  he  has  with  the  appearance  of  Security  encamped  his 
roops  near  Johnstown,  when  you  compare  this  Circumstance 
ith  the  acc'ts  from  Montreal  of  the  Preparations  that  were 
laking  to  invent  Fort  Schuyler,  there  is  every  Reason  to  expect 
hat  Place  is  actually  besieged  by  a  considerable  Force,  for,  un- 
ess  this  is  the  Case  we  must  suppose  Sir  John  a  Madman  to 
set  down  &  by  unnecessary  Delay  leave  it  in  our  Power  to  cut 
off  his  Retreat. 

The  Persons  who  bro't  the  former  accts.,  transmitted  to  his 
Ex'cy  Genl.  Washington  by  Colo.  V.  Schaick  &  of  w'ch  I  now 
enclose  you  Copies,  upon  being  further  ex'd  inform  that  the 
Force  designed  ag't  Fort  Schuyler,  was  to  be  commanded  by 
Genl.  Mclean,  and  that  it  was  to  consist  of  5000  men;  that  Sir 
John  was  to  be  with  him  but  not  to  have  the  chief  Command. 
If  the  important  Business  you  are  engaged  in  at  Camp  will 
admit  of  your  absence,  I  sho'd  be  happy  to  see  you  here  with- 
out Delay,  as  I  am  persuaded  the  Information  &  assistance  you 
can  afford  the  Legislature  will  be  of  essential  service  and  your 
Presence  extremely  agreable  to  the  members  as  well  as  to,  D'r 
Sir,  yours  &c.  [G.  C] 

[To  Genl.  Schuyler.] 

[No.  2923] 
Washington  Favors  a  Draft  to  Fill  up  Depleted  Battalions. 

Morris  Town,'  May  25th  1780. 
Gentlemen;  I  have  attentively  considered  the  circular  letter 
to  the  different  States  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  communi- 
cate for  my  perusal,  and  I  am  happy  to  find,  that  my  ideas  per- 
fectly correspond  with  those  of  the  committee. 

*Thi8  letter  of  Washington's,  marked  "  copy  "  In  the  Clinton  papers  varies  in  several 
iottancea  from  tha  original  with  which  it  baa  been  compared.  The  text  of  the  original 
itt  been  followed.— State  Historian. 


l?fULTH^  in  EjVTvq^  fmnk — ^mr  iritoid**  cdtairrasad  Mmd  discoui 
4mT  Esk^sakrc^  -dOTxiur  iDtw   nrt^n  ne^  ■owuBdcttce  and  i 

^  Fnt^yt  hM§'  df-atPe  f*c*  laiiKii  U*t  o^  that  we  must  nuik 
*;i«v^  <Hf^>rt  c>aa  <o»«r  j*arf.  iMir  ?^iTUition  denmnds  it — tis  ei 
U>  fiiAv^  \h*T  Ui*:^u^  oi  sQixvs*,  aod  it  only  remains  to 
lli^tu.  But  xh^  ^x^DJanciure  requires  all  our  wisdom  and 
^'lu'f^v,  Htj<  h  iii  the  pre^^ni  state  of  this  countrr — that 
t$timi  t^Xi'ttUm  of  its  resources,  though  equal,  is  not  mo 
^'qiml  to  th^f  objer-t  and  our  measures  must  be  so  taken  as 
'i  Into  immi'diate  and  full  eflfeit. 
^^e  Im  only  one  thingwhich  I  should  have  been  happyti 
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mittee  had  thought  proper  to  take  up  on  a  larger  scale.  I  mean  the 
supply  of  men  by  draft.  Instead  of  completing  the  deficiencies 
of  the  quotas  assigned  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  9tb 
of  February  laist,  it  would,  in  my  apprehension,  be  of  the  greatest 
importance,  that  the  reepective  States  should  fill  their  Battal- 
ions to  their  complement  of  five  hundred  and  four  rank  and  file^ 
considering  the  different  possible  dispositions  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  different  possible  operations  on  our  part,  we  ought  not  to 
have  less  than  Twenty  Thousand  Continental  eflScient  Troope. 
The  whole  number  of  Battalions,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Penn- 
sylvania inclusive,  if  compleat  would  not  amount  to  this  force. 
The  total  would  be  23,184,  rank  and  File,  from  which  the  custom- 
ary tleductions  being  made,  there  will  not  remain  more  than 
about  18,000  fit  for  the  service  of  the  field.  To  this  may  be  added 
the  remainder  of  the  16  regiments  amounting  to  about  1,000. 

Unless  the  principal  part  of  the  force  be  composed  of  men 
regularly  organized  and  on  the  continuance  of  whose  services  we 
can  rely,  nothing  decisive  can  be  attempted.  The  militia  are  too 
precarious  a  dependence  to  justify  such  an  attempt,  where  they 
form  a  material  part  of  the  plan.  Militia  cannot  have  the  neces- 
sary habits  nor  the  consistency  either  for  an  assault  or  a  siege. 
In  employing  them,  essentially,  we  should  run  a  risk  of  being 
abandoned  in  the  most  critical  moments.  The  expence  and  the 
consumption  of  provisions  and  stores  (which  we  are  bound  by 
every  motive  to  oeconomise)  will  be  very  considerably  increased. 
As  we  should  not  be  able  to  keep  the  same  body  in  the  field  dur- 
ing the  whole  campaign,  we  should  a  great  part  of  the  time  have 
a  double  set  of  men  to  pay  and  feed — those  in  actual  service  and 
those  on  the  march  to  relieve  them  or  returning  home  when  re- 
lieved.    The  operations  of  Husbandry  will  suffer  in  proportion. 
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The  mode  by  a  Draft  is,  I  am  pnrsaaded,  the  only  effleackm 
one  to  obtain  the  men-— it  appeara  to  me  certain  that  it  is  tie 
only  one  co  obtain  them  in  time — nor  can  the  period  yoa  hiit 
appointed  for  bringing  them  into  the  field  be  delayed  witKoot 
defeating  the  object.  I  have  little  doubt  that  at  any  time,  ai 
mnch  less  at  the  present  jnnctnre,  the  powero  of  OoTemnwit 
exerted  with  confidence  will  be  equal  to  the  purpose  of  draftiif. 
The  hopes  of  the  People  elevated  by  the  prospecta  before  them, 
will  induce  a  cheerful  compliance  with  this  and  all  the  otto 
measuree  of  vigor  which  have  been  recommended  and  which  the 
exigency  requires. 

Notwithstanding  the  extention  of  the  draft,  which  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  advise,  occasional  aids  of  militia  will  be  still 
wanted,  but  in  much  less  number  in  this  case,  than  in  the  other. 

I  have  entire  confidence  that  the  respective  Legislatures  will 
be  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  and  delicacy  of  the  pres- 
ent juncture,  and  will  seoond  the  views  of  the  committe  by  the 
most  speedy  and  vigorous  efforts.  With  every  sentiment  of  re- 
spect and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Gentlemen  yr.  most 
obe't  hum.  Serv't,  G.  Washington. 

To  Philip  Schuyler, 
John  Mathews, 
and  Nathaniel  Peabody,  a  committee  from  Congress. 


[No.  2924.] 
The  New  York  Legislature  Act  Promptly  and  Patriotically, 
State  of  New  York.     In  Senate  May  26th  17S<>. 
Whereae,  uj^on  the  present  Emergency  of  an  Invasion  of  the 
Frontiers,  it  may  he  necessary  immediately,  and  before  a  Law  for 
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the  Purpose  can  be  passed,  with  the  requisite  formalities,  to  im- 
press or  purchase  Provisions  and  ammunition. 

Resolved,  that  his  Excellency  the  Grovembr,  be  requested  to 
direct  the  impressing  and  purchasing  of  such  quantities  of  Pro- 
vision and  ammunition,  as  he  shall  judge  proper,  and  that  the 
Legislature  will  by  Law,  justify  the  impress  and  provide  for  the 
payment  of  such  Provision  and  ammunition  as  shall  be  procured. 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Yates  carry  a  Copy  of  the  aforegoing  Resolu- 
tion to  the  hon'ble  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Robt.  Benson,  Glk. 


State  of  New  York— In  Assembly  May  26th  1780. 

Resolved  that  this  House  do  agree  with  the  Honorable  the  Sen- 
ate in  the  said  Resolution. 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Othoudt  and  Mr.  Townsend  carry  a  copy  of 

the  above  Resolution  to  the  Honorable  the  Senate. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

John  McKesson,  Clk. 


[No.  2925.] 

Otneral  Schuyler  Reports  a  Connecticut  Regiment  in  Mutiny  Because 

of  Provision  Famine. 

Morris  Town,  May  26"  1780. 
D'r  Sir,  Should  the  State  agreable  to  General  Washington's 
Request  compleat  the  regiments  to  504,  I  conceive  it  will  Suffice 
instead  of  a  new  draft,  to  Convert  the  800  men  now  raising  to 
that  purpose,  tho  probably  the  Situation  of  affairs  will  require 
they  should  remain  to  the  Northward.  If  so — I  would  advise  the 
State  to  inform  the  general  of  it,  as  I  shall  be  on  the  Spot  & 
will  try  to  remove  any  difficulty  which  might  arise. 


.'.•^  j^^rwam.  .jid     i^r::  tvi*  •» 
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:WHriiew  itBelf  soon  and  more  seriously  unless  provisions  arrive. 

-49llie  Officers  live  chiefly  on  bread  &  water  to  give  the  men  all 

-ittey  can,  and  the  latter  have  for  ten  days  past  much  oftener  been 

—  "^thout  than  with  any  and  at  no  time  when  that  period  have 

-iMiey  had  more  than  half  allowance.    Our  greatest  distress  is  in 

'tfie  article  of  meat.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Dear  Sir,  most  Sin- 

^eerely  your  Excellency's  Obedient  Humble  Serv't 

His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton  &c.  ^^'  ^^^^y^^^' 


ts- 


[No.  2926.] 

Wiokn  Johnson  Moves  Away  Undisturbed,  the  Militia  Panic  Stricken, 
too   Weak   to   Advance   and   Colonel   Tan   Schnick   Returns   to 

^^^^^y-  Fort  Hunter,  May  27th  1780. 

Sir;  I  am  favoured  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of  yesterday. 
I  feel  myself  unhappy  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  pursue  the 
!J  Enemy  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter.  I  expected  when 
^^  I  left  Albany  to  have  been  able  to  Collect  a  Considerable  force 
at  this  place,  but  on  my  Arrival,  which  was  on  Wednesday  the 
24tb,  I  could  not  muster  more  than  One  Hundred  &  Eighty  men; 
Iliiirsday  250,  &  on  Friday  500;  while  I  was  Stimulating  the 
militia  to  Join  me,  I  received  repeated  accounts  that  Sir  John 
continued  his  Camp  at  a  Settlement  called  Mayfield;  my  Scouts 
which  I  kept  constantly  out  returned  on  Thursday  &  brought  me 

Authar  uneaslnesa  among  the  men,  haa  given  me  infinitely  more  concern,  than  any 
thtais  that  haa  ever  happened,  and  strikes  me  as  the  most  important,  because  we  have 
Ao  mMUis  at  this  time,  that  I  know  of,  for  paying  the  troopc.  except  in  Continental 
aoBfijr;  and  aa  It  is  evidently  impracticable,  from  the  immense  quantity  it  would 
rtqiiira.  to  pay  them  as  much  as  would  make  up  the  depreciation.  Every  possible 
mciana  In  my  power  will  be  directed  on  this  and  all  occasions,  as  they  ever  have  been. 
to  prasenre  order  and  promote  the  public  service;  but  in  such  an  accumulation  of  dis- 
tiMaria,  amidst  such  a  variety  of  embarrassments,  which  surround  ua  on  all  sides, 
thk  wUl  be  found  at  least  extremely  difDcuIt.  If  the  troops  could  only  be  comfortably 
•applied  with  proTlaions.  it  would  be  a  great  point,  and  such  aa  would  ;with  the  event 
va  expect  soon  to  take  place,  the  arrival  of  the  armament  from  France  to  our  succour. 
Bake  them  forget  or  at  least  forego  many  matters,  which  make  a  part  of  their  anxie* 
Cfea  end  precent  complaints.    I  am,  Ac." 
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[No.  2927.] 

Oovemor   CKnion  Adopts  Yigarou^  Measures   to  Intercept   the 

Retreating  Enemy. 
Coppy. 

Saratoga,  27th  May  1780. 

D'r  Sir,  His  Excellency  has  determined,  with  all  the  Forces 
that  can  be  collected  in  this  part  of  the  Country,  to  attempt  by 
a  forced  march  to  intercept  the  Enemy  in  their  Retreat.  Six 
hundred  Men  will  immediately  be  embodied  for  the  purpose,  and 
will  march  without  delay  to  Fort  Edward.  He,  therefore,  most 
earnestly  entreats  you  will  immediately  send  on  to  Fort  Edward 
fifteen  thousand  Cartridges  or  powder  and  Ball  equivalent  there- 
to. If  they  can  possibly  be  sent  by  Horsemen  it  will  be  by  far 
the  most  Expeditious  method.  Let  them  be,  if  possibly,  at  Fort 
Edward  by  12  O'Clock  to-morrow.    By  order  of  His  Excellency^ 

I  am  DV  Sir  your  most  Obed't  Servant 

Mor'n  Lewis. 
Ph:  Rensselaer  Esq. 


[No.  2928.] 

Colonel  Morgan  Lewis  Orders  a  Supply  of  Rum  for  the  March. 

Coppy. 

Saratoga  27th  May  1780. 

D'r  Sir,  His  Excellency  has  determined  with  Six  hundred  Men 

to  march  immediately   into   Jessups  Patent,  and  intercept  the 

Enemy  on  their  Retreat.    The  Troops  seem  much  dispirited  on 

account  of  our  being  destitute  of  Rum.    He,  therefore,  earnestly 

begs  you  will  immediately,  if  you  have  not  got  it,  purchase  or 

borrow  five  Barrels  of  Rum  in  addition  to  the  five  already  sent, 

and  forward  them  on  by  Waggons  immediately  to  Fort  Edward. 

I  am.  Sir,  By  Order  of  His  Excellency,  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Mor'n  Lewis. 
Jacob  Cuyler. 


J  ^"Sli-    *1F  CtemHBK  <hJiXTOX. 


->l- 


UHmMMd  27th  ibkj  urn 

Hl:   r  ;.t-;r-     ..nr  Es-I"   t.    Acnld  I,  as  an  faidiTiM 

r-r*li*-ujff-t'  lOic  n:  'riiCLtri^^  ii«ciff<t.  mi  i^Mt  i»igtit  be 
n.  ♦sDvi  Xi  WLT  itfr  -I  ta.-u:-ii*7r  m  mmr  Disftgreeable  task.  1 
"i'T.F  n.7  tour  vrCl  tsi^ui  jd.  and  whfle  I  am  pening  mj  tm] 
^IH•cxi*^  >-*5:*-*:'riLr  '.L*  imtt*';.  1  ja^etiume  I  am  Breathiif  iki 
f«.-:ziiK-i.':&.  I'f  :  T  itr  -lik-  mnjnriTj  «f  mr  fellow  safferen,  fll 
vii*-:iK-r  I  £iL  ririi-  :*c:r  itisftCTTmes  in  w*t  being  Exchangdni 

l^T  £2.  Eirbaiii?r  f^  :c^>©ers  Ov^nld  aot  on  former  negotii- 
t>>:a^  Be  t-titiLlifd  '>r  Tr-rsn*  HcataraMe  and  mutnally  adrantagcM 
to  ^y.'ti  ji*rDrs.  1  ha-Tr  iiiit:11  reix  lately  firmlT  believed.  I  M 
iz,  -L*-  r*rj->n  -.'f  tbr  Anjerlran  Oc*mmis$ioners,  after  their  ine€t- 
,Li:  w'l  O.'-jniisv:  Lrrs  .l  :ir  j*art  of  The  British  at  Amboj.ii 
A'^::.  1771^  :Li:  :ir  .iuTL.jriTT  vf  the  latter  was  questioned,  ani 
Lowev^rr.  j-j<t  iL^  r-^-J  ^^^  ^"t-  ^::b  respect  to  a  standing  Cartel 
wii'rrf  zh*T  ext-^;ut;'.*n  drj^nds  ^.n  the  will  of  a  suce€H*ding  C4>m- 
isiiiiA^T  :ii  <:\A*tU  I  wii:  no:  prvtt-nd  to  saj,  bnt  in  an  immediate 
^-x'lxixh)!^  wL^Tf  iher^-  i<  t^uid  |*ro  quo  appears  to  me  with'^ot 
VK-i;rhT.. 

Vour  Kx«;^-lkri«;v  L^>ubtle^<  have  been  informed  that  the  late 
ij«';rofi;iriou  lV»ok  its  rist*  from  a  set  of  propisitions  formed  by 
<i*'Uii"\\  J'hilips  of  tht'  Omvrution  Army  and  some  of  the  Ameri- 
*'AU  priroin-rs,  \vlji«li,  after  leit-iviug  his  Excellency  General  Sir 
\\t'U\'\  <  liijton'rt  a|»prohatiou,  was  by  the  officers  on  our  part,  y^- 

•iit«M|  In  His  Kx'rrlUMirv  rifiK.'ral  NA'ashington,  and  after  being 
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Considered  and  approv'd  of  by  him,  to  Congress,  who  appeared 
hartily  to  concur  with  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  army,  nor 
did  they  hisitate  to  vest  him  with  full  and  ample  powers  (as  they 
Caird  it)  to  carry  so  Desirable  and  humane  a  purpose  into  imme- 
diate execution;  almost  every  member  professing  to  see  it  their 
interest  to  exchange  on  the  present  plan,  and  even  applauding 
and  thanking  the  officers  presenting  it,  for  the  part  they  had 
taken  upon  the  occasion,  no  Difficulties  started  no  want  of  power 
in  Genl.  Clinton  untill  those  gentlemen  were  again  returnd  into 
Captivity. 

Permit  me  on  the  present  occasion,  to  ask  your  Excellency  and 
the  world,  or  at  least  every  good  man  in  it,  how  our  feelings  as 
gentlemen  and  as  officers,  who  Stept  early  in  our  Countries  Cause 
and  risked  our  Lives  and  fortunes  in  its  Defence,  must  be  hurt, 
when  after  near  three  and  many,  near  four  years  Captivity,  by 
Casting  an  Eye  east  and  west,  find  the  officers  Captured  long 
since  at  Road  Island  and  Georgia,  all  exchanged  and  that  after 
all  our  sufferings,  Congress  should  be  Disposed  to  deceive  us,  and 
quible  about  Greneral  Clinton's  power,  and,  what  appears  to  us 
fttill  more  alarming  is,  that  near  three  Hundred  of  us  have  been 
detained  here  untill  the  Convention  Army  for  whome  we  ex- 
pected to  be  exchanged  are  reduced  to  about  one  fourth  part  of 
their  former  number  by  Desertion! 

While  my  feelings  are  exercis'd  on  this  occasion,  I  Cannot  for- 
bear mentioning  that  I  have  thought  it  exceeding  hard,  that 
many  married  men  should  be  prisoners  for  years  together,  with- 
out being  able  to  obtain  a  single  visite  from  their  wives,  but  was 
always  willing  to  Charge  it  to  the  account  of  our  Enemy,  ifntil 
Shoek'd  by  a  late  instance  of  a  Lady,  peculiarly  Situated,  apply- 
ing to  the  Board  of  War,  for  permission  to  visite  her  Husband, 
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long  a  prisoner  with  ns;  when  she  was  Laa^ied  at  and  told  ike 
might  be  as  well  served  in  Philaddphia^  or  otherwise,  in  work 
implying  what  modesty  forbids  me  to  menttmiy  an  ind^nitj  gn- 
erally  felt  here,  and  I  trnst  will  not  pan  nnnotioed  by  yov 
friends  in  the  American  Lines,  ontill  we  are  pot  into  a  CSapsdtj 
of  speaking  and  acting  for  onrselyes. 

Notwithstanding  what  has  been  said,  yonr  Excellency  may  reit 
assured,  that  the  fortitude  and  perseverance  of  the  great  number 
of  officers  Prisoners  on  this  Island,  has  almost  astonished  oar 
enemy,  and  that  nothing  will  hurt  them  more  than  to  be  Drove 
at  last,  publicly  to  Clamer  against  their  Bulers,  and  yon  will 
{perhaps)  not  be  surprized,  to  ftnd  them  ear  Long,  iq>plying  to 
the  Legeslature  of  the  Different  states  to  which  they  belong,  to 
interfere  in  their  behalfs  or  it  may  be  to  the  army  and  people 
at  Large. 

After  submlting  the  use  proper  to  be  made  of  this  to  your  Ex- 
cellencies superior  Wisdom,  Conclude  with  Humble  Confideuce. 
that  I  shall  receive  your  Excellencies  pardon  for  Concealing  mj 
name  and  hand  at  the  present.  And  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with 
Due  Respect,  your  Excellencies  Most  obed't  and  most  Humbie 
Serv't  D. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 


[No.  2930.] 

The  Governor  Desirous  of  Restoring  the  Confidence  of  Fn^nti^r 
Settlers  and  of  Reanimating  the  MiUtia. 

Saratoga  2Sth  May  ITSO. 
Sir;  Yours  of  yesterday's  Date  Pr.  Express,  I  have  received 
Jind  sincerely  lament  with  y*^\i  tlie  many  Impediments  which  have 
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with  Spirit  and  decissionas  ours  is;  Creneral  Clinton's  brigale 
will  in  Consequence  march  for  New  Windsor  to-morrow 
a  want  of  Carriage  induces  a  delay  of  this  day. 

I  have  promised  General  Washington  to  point  out  the  nnm 
sary  arrangements  to  move  and  supply  the  troops  from  Wmdm, 
whence  they  must  proceed  in  Sloops,  but  as  of  these,  the  Doniber 
there  will  be  inadequate  to  Embark  one  thousand  one  hondRi 
men  (the  amount  of  the  Brigade).  I  have  to  Intreat  tbit 
measures  be  adopted  to  hasten  from  Esopns  and  its  vicinity 
whatever  water  Craft  may  be  proper  on  the  occa^sion  to  rea- 
dezvous  at  Windsor  with  every  degree  of  dispatch  possible:  The 
necessity  of  sending  live  stock  or  salted  meat  on  board  of  tte 
vessels  for  the  Subsistance  of  the  troops  at  least  for  the  voyage* 
to  Albany,  as  well  as  flour  will  appear  evident,  when  I  Infom^ 
yon  that  the  army  has  been  on  Quarter  allowance  of  meat  far" 
many  days  past,  that  the  last  is  Issued,  and  that  General  Clin- 
ton':?  Bri;[rad(*  will  march  without  any.  There  are  times  and  ' 
Exf'jrencys,  Sir,  when  it  becomes  the  Patriot  to  risk  thf  Jndg* 
ment  of  his  <;ountry,  and  for  the  good  of  the  whole  to  dan*  i 
deviation  from  strict  Constitutional  rules;  this  Exigency  apji^-ard 
to  uu*  now,  and  I  liav<'  ventured  to  advise*  General  Clinton  to 
Inqaess  what  may  be  Indispensible  for  the  subsistance  of  hi* 
tr«M»]»s  and  to  aLC*'li*rate  their  movements. 

Altho  enga«red  with  little  relaxation  in  the  arduous  ta^k  a?- 
si;:ui*d  the  Comniiit«-c  of  which  I  am  one,  I  hope  so  to  arranjie 
matTt*rs  as  to  Ik-  in  a  «-ouditiou  to  commence  a  joarn»'V  to 
Kinj^ston  in  two  or  thrro  days,  to  jrivp  that  Infonuation  t^  ^ij** 
If^'islannf  wliirli  it  is  my  duty  to  afford  them  as  a  servant  of  tbe 
siatf  in  ('Mn;;n-s«-.  an«l  !<•  Contribute  every  aid  in  my  |H^wt»r  in 
tlif  prfs^nt  «Ii>ti»'>st's  uf  a  <ouutry  so  dear  to  me. 
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t,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  sentiments  of 

pipeet  and  Esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  &  most 

BiUDible  Servant 

Ph:  Schuyler. 

Bb  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  &c.  &c. 


[No.  2932.] 

GOVERNOR  CLINTON  PUSHING  FORWARD. 

tHrects  the  Command<ini  at  Caatleton  to  Join  Him  at  Tieonderoga 
With  Boats  in  His  Purpose  to  Intercept  Johnson. 

Fort  George,  20th  May  1780. 

|iBr,  A  Body  of  the  Enemy  consisting  of  about  600  composed  of 

kriti»h  Troops  Hessian  Yaagers,  &  two  hundred  Indians,  Oom- 

Mmded  by  Sir  John  Johnson,  made  their  Appearance  on  Mon- 

ihy  last  on  the  Mohawk  River  in  Tryon  County  &  desolated  the 

Settlement  of  Caghnewaga  committing  many  Acts  of  Cruelty  on 

lb  defenceless  Inhabitants.     They  proceeded  from    thence    to 

JMhnstown,  where  there  is  a  small  Picketted  Work  garrisoned  by 

ttirty  men,  which  they  declined  attacking — ^after  continuing  in 

tte  Vicinity  of  that  Post  that  Evening,  finding  the  Militia  as- 

■embling  tho  far  Inferior   to   their    Force,  they    decamped    & 

■larched  to  a  very  strong  situation  about  4  Miles  distant.    The 

iext  Day  the[y]  moved  again  6  Miles,  and  the  next,  finding  the 

IClitia  preparing  to  pursue  &  attack  them,  they  forced  a  March 

nf  upwards  of  fourteen  Miles  by  an  unexpected  Route,  inclining 

nnch  more  to  the  Northward  than  that  by  which  they  came. 

niey  were  by  accounts,  we  rec^eived  from  Persons  of  Veracity 

[who  were  made  Prisoners  &  afterwards  escaped)  much  beat  out 

k  many  of  them  lamed  by  their  long  March  add  to  this  they 

have   taken   with   them   much   Plunder,   many   Women  '^'vs^'s^ 
49 
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to  Persons  who  formerly  joined  the  Enemy  &  their  Ch 
so  that  it  is  likely  their  March  will  be  very  slow  &  d 
after  they  have  advanced  as  far  as  to  consider  themselvc 
state  of  Security,  which  they  will  naturally  conceive  to 
Case  after  their  last  above  mentioned  Days  march.  The  Y 
I  received  an  account  of  this  Event,  which  was  on  Thursdj 
at  Kingston,  I  conceived  the  most  probable  Means  for  d 
ing  this  Party  woud  be  by  intercepting  their  Retreat 
Neighbourhood  of  Crown  Point,  &  for  this  Purpose  I  hav« 
tachment  of  the  Militia  now  at  this  Place,  which  with  Coi- 
ner's Regt.  woud  be  more  than  sufficient  for  the  Purpa 
we  find  ourselves  under  insurmountable  Difficulties  for  i 
Boats  to  convey  them  across  the  Lake,  there  not  being 
ber  sufficient  at  this  Place  after  bringing  up  all  those 
North  River  as  far  down  as  Stillwater  to  transport  mo 
one  half  our  Number  &  these  much  out  of  Repair.  Thi 
the  Case,  I  have  to  request  your  Assistance  with  the  Mil 
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[No.  2933.] 

Uiibert  Benson  Reports  to   the   Governor  the  Receipt  of  Several 

Communications. 

Monday  morning,  May  29th  1780. 

Respected  Sir;  The  enclosed  Letters  were  delivered  to  me  last 
Wen*g.  That  from  Congress  enclosed  the  Letter  from  Mr.  Jay, 
I  the  Cover  of  which  was  inclosed  one  for  the  Chancellor  & 
nother  for  Genl.  Schuyler;  which  I  have  detained  here  to  for- 
mrd  to  those  Gentlemen  when  a  proper  opportunity  offers.  I 
etermined  to  send  the  Letters  directed  to  your  Excellency  by 
fjcpress  this  morning;  but  by  the  advice  of  my  Brother  (as  Jno. 
IcClean  will  probably  return  from  Headqrs.  this  Evening  w'th 
lenl.  Schuyler's  answer  to  your  Letter)  I  have  made  a  Copy  of 
he  circular  Letter  &  Resolutions  of  Congress  for  the  use  of  the 


.  _ifllature.  They  mean  to  take  them  into  Consideration  (for 
ie  sake  of  Dispatch)  &  put  the  Business  in  Train  that  no  Time 
lay  be  lost  after  receiving  them  by  formal  message.  The  mo- 
lent  McClean  arrives  an  Express  will  be  forwarded  to  your  Ex- 
dlency. 

Bince  writing  the  above  an  Express  going  to  Albany  arrived 
1th  the  Dispatches  from  Headqrs.  which  I  have  enclosed;  among 
le  Dispatches  there  was  one  from  the  Committee  of  Congress 
t  Headqrs.  to  your  Excellency  on  the  subject  of  the  Act  of  Con- 
re0B  of  the  19th  Inst.  This  my  brother  thought  necessary  should 
e  detained  here  for  the  immediate  use  of  the  Tx^gialature  when  on 
lat  Subject.  They  were  too  long  to  Copy  &  send  the  Original 
llby  this  Express. 

'*"qoipe  Ferris  was  imposed  on  with    the  Information    of  the 
my's  having  been  in  Jersey  &  getting  drubbed;  no  such  Thing 
t 

I 
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has  liappened.    Major  Lawr«ioe  is  Just  uriTed  ftom  PiMi 

T 

he  flaw  Mrs.  Olmtoii  this  mondhg;  ttie  'A  tbe  tuOfy  arb  ik 

am  most  reapectfolly  &c. 

JUbLWm 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  2934.] 

CangrcM  Among  Other  Thmga  Prepares  to  Equip  ike  ^Tcq 

Sea  Duiff. 

(Oircular.)  PhUadelphia,  May  29, 171 

Sir,  Your  Excellency  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  two . 
of  Congress  of  the  26th  &  27th  Instant.  The  former  ft 
mending  to  those  of  the  States  where  Debts  are  doe  to  1 
Inhabitants,  from  the  qnartermasters  &  Commissary's  De| 
ment,  by  notes  or  Certificates  given  as  mentioned  in  tbe 
to  make  provision  for  discounting  and  discharging  sach  I> 
by  empowering  the  Collectors  to  receive  them  in  Payment  o 
Taxes  due  to  the  first  of  March  last,  in  the  Manner  presci 
in  the  Act. 

It  is  hoped  this  mode  may  prove  beneficial  in  those  8 
where  considerable  Debts  are  due  under  the  Circumstance 
fore  mentioned,  and  in  those  States  only  can  the  Act  be  pro 
applied. 

By  the  other  Act  of  the  27th,  you  will  be  informed  ol 
Measure  adopted  by  Congress,  to  equip  for  Sea,  the  naval  I 
of  the  United  States  with  the  utmost  Expedition,  as  also 
recommendation  to  tbe  several  States  to  adopt  the  necei 
Measures  for  promoting  Harmony,  and  forwarding  the  con 
views  of  France  and  America  as  expressed  in  the  resol 
enclosed;  which  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  will  meet  with  dne 
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llf^ration  and  Attention  from  the  several  States,  and  receive 

e  necessary  Aid  of  the  Legislatures  to  carry  the  same  into 

cecution  as  speedily  as  the  Nature  of  the  Case  will  admit. 

I  have   the  honour  to  be  with   the  greatest   respect  your 

welly's  obed't  hbble.  servant 

Sam.  Huntington,  President. 
18  Ex'cy  Gov.  Clinton. 


[No.  2935.] 
Return  of  Colonel  McCred's  Regiment, 

Fort  George  29  May  1780. 
A  Return  of  Colonel  McCrea's  Regt.  Commanded  by  Col.  Van 
ectin  in  Number  officers  Included  120 

VoIIunteers  39 


Total 


159 
Elisha  Andrus,  Adjt. 


[No.  2936.] 
Return  of  Colonel  Tatea^  Regiment. 

Fort  George,  May  30  1780. 
A  Return  of  the  Detachmant  of  Collo.  Yates  Regt.  of  Melitia. 


Do. 

Lint.  Collo. 

M^Jor. 
1 

Capts. 

Sabs. 

Adjt. 

Q.  M. 

Sarjts. 

file. 

Tottle 

1 

1 

7 

4 

1 

1 

21 

188 

225 

Volente«r« 57 

Rctiiaioder 15'< 


Jacob  Van  Valkenburgh,  Adjt. 
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[No.  21*37,1 
EsHnmic  of  La:ks  to  Reinforce  the  Armtf, 
Estimate  o(  Levies  to  reinforce  tlae  Army* 
Dutchess  Coiiiitj  Now  on  Fmn tiers  Iffl 

To  be  raised  double  to  wit  everr  15 tb  Man 


H 


Orange  Coantj- — On  Frontiers  at  Tappen 
To  be  raised 


8M 
152 


Ulster  to  be  raised  after  relieving  Detachment 

from  Dntehess  now  on  Frontiers 
West  Chester  now  on  Frontiers 

To  be  raised 


180 

W 
120 


180 


Return  of  the  Men  orderd  by  Coll.  Cooper. 
Onderdonk's      Company  4  Men  now  Baiseing  some  procur 


Temeure 

Do 

4  on  the  point  of  being  raisd  pc 
raisd. 

Gkw^ner's 

do 

4  three  of  which  on  the  Gronii 
other  expected  this  day. 

Blanvelt 

do 

2  Men  the  Capt.  pertly  afraid. 
lieve  men  not  Classed. 

BelPs 

do 

2  Capt.  Refuses  to  Comply  with  < 

Smith 

do 

3    do    Refuses 

Eckerson's 

do 

5  Raisd  &  Expected  this  day. 

Hoghencamp's 

do 

2  Capt.  very  dillatory  pays  no  att 
to  orders. 

Asler 

do 

2  Raisd  &  Expected. 

2S 


t 
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Memorandom  of  the  men  wanting  for  the  fronteers  in  the  fol- 
lowing Regiments. 

Ck>ll.  Brinkrors  1 

Do  Field's  8 

Do  Frear'e  3 

Do  Hopkins'  15 

Do  Luttenton's  2 


29 


[No.  2938.] 

Henry   Schoonmaker^a    Petition  Praying   to  Be  Diseharged  from 
Colonel  Cortlandfa  Regiment 

To  Hl8  Ebccellency  George  CliDton  Esquire  Go  pernor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and 
orer  the  State  of  New  York.  The  Petition  of  Hendricus  Schoonmaker  late  of  the 
Town  of  Kln^peton  in  the  County  of  Ulster  now  a  Soldiery  in  the  Service  of  the  United 
States  In  the  Regiment  commanded  hy  Colo.  Cortlendt  Humbly  Sbewetih,  That  your 
Petitioner  enlisted  on  the  24th  of  May  1777  and  was  immediately  appointed  a  Serjant 
in  Capt.  Goodwin's  Company  in  which  Office  your  Petitioner  has  served  until  the 
24th  of  February  last;  that  about  three  months  after  your  Petitioner's  enliatment  your 
Petitioner's  Father,  came  to  Fort  Montgomery  with  a  Substitute  in  your  Petitioner's 
iteed;  that  your  Petitioner's  Father  as  well  aa  himself  were  then  prevailed  on  to 
continue  in  the  Service,  in  consideration  of  an  Sngagement  made  by  Collo.  Du  Bois, 
who  then  commanded  the  Regiment,  to  which  your  Petitioner  belonged;  that  your 
Petitioner  would  be  promoted  to  the  Office  of  an  Ensign  the  first  vacancy  that  should 
offer;  that  your  Petitioner  at  the  time  the  New  York  Regiments  were  reduced  was 
detached  to  the  Regt  in  which  he  now  belongs;  that  the  winter  before  last  your  Peti- 
tioner's Father  discouraged  with  the  promises  which  had  been  made,  procured  at 
great  Bzpence  an  other  able-Bodyed  man  as  a  Substitute  in  my  Room;  that  Collo. 
Cortlandt  then  rejected  the  said  Substitute  on  the  principals  of  the  President,  which 
it  would  introduce  in  his  Regt..  that  he  would  of  course  be  oblidged  to  grant  the 
like  indulgencies  to  others,  which  was  Obvious  and  satisfactory  to  your  Petitioner, 
notwithstanding  his  inclination  to  be  discharged  from  the  Service.  That  Collo.  Cort- 
landt has  since  in  a  Number  of  Instances  broke  through  that  Rule  and  accepted  of 
Substitutes.  That  your  Petitioner  is  still  continued  in  a  Service  contrary  to  his  in- 
clination, not  from  a  disgust  to  the  Cause  in  which  he  so  Early  Embark'd.  but  from 
a  neglect  of  the  promisee  made  to  your  petitioner  which  he  conceives  his  Services. 
Conduct  and  Character,  would  have  Intitled  him  to.  Your  petitioner,  therefore,  prays 
that  your  Excellency  will  be  so  kind  as  to  interceed  with  Colo.  Cortlandt  for  his 
discharge  (provided  your  Petitioner  procure  a  Substitute  in  his  room)  and  your  Peti- 
tioner as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

Henry  Schoonmaker. 


1 
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[No.  2939.]  ■   ■'  ^ 

Mrs.  Godicifi'a  Letter  JSoUcUing  Her  Hiiiibemi^s 

Great  Falls  K  Jeney  Jvne  Itt  11HL 

Dear  Sir,  It  is  Nothing  But  Distress  that  Induces  me  ti»  Wd 
or  to  give  your  honour  any  Trouble  upon  mj  aecoimt  I  li 
Settled  myself  very  Contented  in  Hackenflaek  when  nil  of  t  li 
den  the  Town  was  suprised  with  the  Enemy  who  bamt  thicei 
four  houses  and  Plundered  the  Inhabitants  of  Chief  they  hid  i 
the  world  amongst  whome  I  shared  the  same  fate  otherwise 
should  not  Trouble  you  whith  that  which  Distress  of  Times  I 
duces  me  to  do.  I  have  spoke  to  some  of  the  officers  of  d 
armey  who  tell  me  they  think  that  it  is  in  your  Power  ai  it 
not  likely  that  my  husband  will  be  Exchanged  soon  to  get  mm 
Brittish  officer  to  Exchange  for  him  for  a  Term  of  Time  in  wik 
time  he  will  be  able  to  settle  me  and  my  little  Children  in  aoo 
Part  of  the  Countrey  where  I  shall  live  Contented  untill  bis  B 
turn  from  Confinement. 

Shall  Conclude  beseeching  yor  honour  to  do  all  that  lies  i 
your  Power  to  Relieve  as  I  may  say  a  helpless  woman  and  Chil< 

Catherine  Crodwin. 

N.  B.  my  Respects  to  Mrs.  Clinton.    Capt.  Dubois  has  bee 
here  who  told  me  he  thought  the  Governor  would  do  it  if  it  wfl^ 
in  his  Power. 
George  Clinton,  Govenor. 

[No.  2940.] 
Major  Allen  Unable  to  Cross  Lake  Champlain^  Lacking  Boatt- 
Mount  Independence,  June  Ut  l"S4l 
Sir,  In  Consequence  of  your  letter  which  I  Rec'd  the  day  be- 
fore yestiM'iljiv  at  VI  o'Clotk  I  immediately  Maivhetl  my  dt^wf^* 


Public  Papers  op  George  Clinton.  777 

ment  and  arrived  on  this  Ground  yesterday  Morning  with  about 
200  Men.  Expect  about  Noon  this  day  100  Militia  who  encamped 
about  20  Mile  from  here  last  Night.  For  want  of  a  Boat  I  can- 
not Cross.  Your  Excellency,  therefore,  wil  Please  to  order  a 
Boat  as  Soon  as  Convenient.  Expect  your  Excellency's  further 
directionfi*by  the  Bearer,  Sergt.  Blanchard,  as  soon  as  may  be 
and  Remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  &  humble  serv't, 

Ebenez'r  Allen,  Maj'r  Comdt. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Clinton, 


[No.  2941.] 

Member^  of  Conrp-ess  Request  a  More  Liberal  Allowance  for  Their 

Expenses. 

Philadelphia,  2d  June,  1780. 

Dear  Sir,  The  want  of  a  competent  Representation  in  Congress 
to  decide  on  the  Business  of  the  Vermonters  still  continues:  we 
wish  however  for  some  intermediate  act  to  check  their  Career, 
and  it  is  in  the  Expectation  of  such  a  Measure  that  Major  Hunt 
is  prevailed  on  to  delay  his  Journey  a  few  days  longer. 

We  had  the  Honour  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  on  the  21st 
Instant  by  the  post;  among  other  things  we  mentioned  the  neces- 
sity of  our  Legislature's  providing  some  fund  for  the  support  of 
their  delegates,  and  of  a  speedy  remitance  to  disincumber  us  from 
the  debts  we  have  already  contracted  for  our  Subsistance.  Lest 
that  Letter  may  have  miscarried  we  beg  leave  to  repeat  that  the 
Inconvenience  of  permitting  members  to  draw  money  out  of  the 
publick  treasury  at  their  pleasure  called  for  a  Check;  it  was  not 
less  improper  with  respect  to  the  Community  than  indelicate  as 
it  regarded  the  Applicant.  It  is  true  that  we  gave  into  the  prac- 
tice but  it  was  not  that  it  ever  had  our  Approbation:  general 
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acquiescence  only  gave  it  Sanction.  At  present  the  pobliek 
Exigencies  are  such  as  to  close  the  Treasory  against  the  printe 
wants  of  even  the  members  of  Congress,  and  we  mnst  entRtt 
jonr  Excellency  to  recommend  a  sniteable  Provision  for  ns  witk- 
out  Loss  of  time.  They  demand  from  as  £270  Cont.  monej  i 
week  for  a  gentleman  &  Servant  exclusive  even  of  TaUe  beer, 
every  thing  else  is  in  proportion,  and  exchange  60  for  one.  We 
take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  the  Intention  of  the  Legislature  that 
our  Expences  should  be  defrayed  and  we  wish  for  no  more.  If 
we  should  be  asked  for  an  Estimate  it  is  our  opinion  that  the 
value  of  six  dollars  a  day  specie  will  be  no  more  than  sufficient. 
It  is  indeed  a  third  more  than  the  original  allowance  to  the  dele- 
gates of  our  state;  but  it  must  be  observed  that  every  article  of 
Expence  to  which  we  are  exposed  is  raised  to  double  its  former 
price. 

We  enclose  your  Excellency  a  Resolution  of  Congress  to  estab- 
lish the  post  you  recommend;*  and  we  hope  that  it  i?  expresii.=^l 
in  the  manner  you  wish  and  that  it  will  answer  the  Ends  y.^u 
propose.  The  general  Measures  pursued  at  Head  Quarters  r- 
oppose  the  Irruptions  of  the  Indians  and  British  into  our  dis 
tressed  state  cannot  but  meet  with  approbation  and  produce  salu- 
tary Effects:  But  horror  and  devastation  will  always  mark  the 
footsteps  of  those  dastardly  foes;  and  while  no  adequate  de- 
fence can  be  provided  against  the  Assassin  &  Incendiarv  wr 
mnst  be  exposed  to  feel  with  inexpressible  Solicitude  and  reffre: 
the  reiterated  sufferings  of  our  frontier  Fellow  Citizens. 

We  are  still  anxious  for  the  Fate  of  South  Carolina.  Rivlnc 
ton  by  a  handbill  has  made  a  present  of  it  to  Sir  Henry  Ciinion: 
but  the  sale  is  not  credited. 

•At  SbolMin.    Sec  page  l^;.— STXTt  Historian. 
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We  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  writing  again  to  your  Excellency 

by  Major  Hunt,  probably  in  a  day  or  two.    And  remain  with  the 

highest  respect,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  humble  Ser- 

Tant 

Jas.  Duane. 

Jno.  Marin  Scott. 

P.  S.  Neither  of  us  have  as  yet  received  one  Shilling  from  the 
Treasury.  J.  M.  Scott  has  attended  ever  since  the  18th  Feb'y 
last. 

J.  Duane. 
His  Excellency,  The  Governour  of  New  York. 


[No.  2942.] 

Omeral  Wdshington^s  Circular  Letter  for  Militia  Reinforcements 
Amounting  to  Three  Regiments  from  Each  State, 

N.  York  (Circular) 

Head  Qrs.  Morris  Town,  June  2d  1780. 

Sir,  By  the  Letter  from  the  Hon'ble  the  Committee  of  Congress 
at  Morris  Town,  which  accompanies  this,  your  Excellency  will 
tod,  that  these  (Jentlemen  and  myself,  after  maturely  consider- 
ing the  matter,  deem  it  essential  to  the  success  of  the  measures 
in  contemplation  to  be  carried  on  against  the  Enemy,  to  call  on 
the  States  for  certain  aids  of  militia,  in  addition  to  the  requisi- 
tions for  men  already  made;  and  that  they  should  be  at  places 
of  Rendezvous  appointed  by  me,  by  the  15th  day  of  next  month. 
The  aid  requested  in  this  instance  of  your  State,  is  founded  on 
a  principle  of  apportionment  common  to  all  the  States,  from  New 
Hampshire  to  Maryland  inclusive  (the  others  on  account  of  their 
dlataikce  and  the  operations  in  the  southern  quarter  not  being 
•ow  called  on)  and  is  stated  at  Fifteen  Hundred  bltl^  ^^n^xlV^ 
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five  rank  &  file.    This  number  well  armed,  and  equipped  in  eraj 
other  respect  for  the  Field  in  the  best  manner  circnmstancet  liB 
admit,  under  proper  officers,  I  wish  to  be  at  Fish  Kill  at  the  tm 
mentioned  by  the  Committee,  which   appears  to  me   a  soitible 
place  for  their  rendezvousing  at  in  the  first  instance,  and  bom 
whence  they  will  proceed  on  my  orders,  as  occasion  may  reqmns. 
It  will  also  be  material,  on  account  of  disciplining  and  orgafiii- 
ing  the  men,  as  well  as  on  account  of  public  oeconomy,  that  they 
should  be  formed  into  full  Regiments.    If  this  is  not  done,  it  will 
render  our  arrangements  extremely  difficult  &  irregular,  and  will 
add,  by  greatly  increasing  the  number  of  Officers,  very  conridw- 
ably  to  the  public  expence.    I  would  beg  leave  to  observe,  that 
I  think  the  whole*  number  of  militia  requested  from  your  stat*'^ 
should  be  comprised  in  three  Regiments,  about  the  same  nz^^ 
which  would  make  them  nearly  equal  to  the  establishment  flxrf 
for  those  of  the  continental  line.    This  additional  aid  will  not  I 
trust  &  earnestly  entreat.  Impede  in  the  smallest  dejrree,  the  fill- 
ing up  the  Regiments  of  the  State  by  Drafts  to  their  full  comple- 
ment, as  request(Hl  by  the  Ilon'ble  the  Committee  in  their  Let- 
ters of  the  25th  ulto.    This  is  a  point  of  such  great  importaii'^ 
so  absolutely  essential  to  give  the  least  prospect  of  success  ta 
our  operations,  and  indeed  on  which  they  depend,  that  I  could 
not  forbear  mentioning  it.     If  the  Regiments  are  compleated  bj 
I>iafts,  it  is  possible  our  demands  for  militia  may  be  a  good  deal 
diminished;  but  this  must  be  governed  by  events  and  therefore, 
for  Objects  so  very  interesting,  so  important  as  those  to  whi'b 
we  at  j)resent  look,  wr  should  provide  whatever  may  Ix*  possiWj 
riHjuisiif.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  resj^eot  &  esttHin^ 
Sir,  yr.  most  Obed't  servant,  Go.  Washinjrton. 

His  ExcelTv  Gov.  Clinton. 


1 

I 
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[No.  2943.] 
SUPPLIES  FOR  THE  CAMPAIGN. 

The  Committee  of  Congress  Makes  an  Urgent  Appeal  to  the  Statei 

for  Provisions  and  Men, 
<New-York) 

In  Committee  of  Congress,  Morristown,  2d  June,  1780. 

Sir,  In  a  letter  of  tbe  31st  ult:  from  the  commander  in  chief, 
which  we  had  the  honor  to  receive  on  the  same  day,  his  Ex- 
-cellency  observes,  that  "in  the  expected  co-operation  with  the 
force  of  our  ally,  against  that  of  the  common  Enemy,  it  is  of 
great  moment  that  we  should  proceed  with  circumspection,  and 
on  the  surest  ground.  Before  we  can  determine  what  ought  to 
be  undertaken  we  should  be  able  to  appreciate  the  means  we 
eball  have  it  in  our  power  to  employ,  on  some  precise  scale.  To 
begin  an  enterprise  against  any  point  in  possession  of  the 
Enemy,  on  a  general  presumption  of  sufficient  resources  in  the 
<3ountry,  and  proportionable  exertions  in  the  respective  Govern- 
ments to  bring  them  forth,  would  hardly  be  justified  by  success — 
could  never  be  defended  in  rase  of  misfortune,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  fatal  consequences  that  might  ensue.  It  appears  to  me  neces- 
sary to  ascertain  the  number  of  men,  and  the  quantity  of  suj)- 
pliee  which  the  states  are  capable  of  furnishing  in  a  given  time, 
and  to  obtain  assurances  from  them,  founded  on  experience  of 
their  continuing  supplies  in  the  same  proportion.  I  esteem  the 
plan  adopted  by  the  Committee  in  their  circular  letter,  an  ex- 
tremely good  preparatory  one:  but  I  think  it  of  indisi>en8ible  im- 
portance, in  the  next  place,  to  come  to  something  fixed  and  de- 
terminate. I,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  to  submit  to  the  Com- 
mittee the  necessity  and  propriety  of  calling  immediately  upon 
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able  resources  of  each,  and  to  their  relative  position  to  those 
scenes  of  operation,  which  are  at  present  in  contemplation.  We 
•hall  accordingly  annex  the  kind  and  quantum  of  supplies  which 
•pe  monthly  expected  from  your  state;  and  we  have  to  intreat, 
that  you  will  fully  comply  with  the  requisitions  we  have  the 
honor  to  make,  and  that  they  will  be  kept  up,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion until  the  last  of  November,  if  necessity  should  induce  us 
to  continue  the  application  to  that  period,  even  although  any  of 
the  articles  now  called  for,  should  exceed  the  quota  assigned  you 
by  the  act  of  CJongress  of  the  25th  February  last;  and  you  will 
please  Sir,  to  signify  to  us,  without  delay,  the  determination  of 
your  state  on  this  important  subject. 

Here  it  becomes  our  duty  to  advise  you,  as  upon  examination 
you  will  perceive,  that  we  have  stated  your  quota  p  month,  in 
«ome  articles,  beyond  what  it  would  have  been,  could  we  have 

atucbed  to  the  Army;  other  estimates  are  annexed  apportioning  these  to  the  States  from 
New  Hampshire  to  Virginia  inclueive  having  regard  to  the  resources  of  each  and  their 
re:atlTe  position  to  the  probable  tcene  of  our  operations. 

Uj  idea  is  to  call  upon  those  States  to  furnish  their  Quotas  by  the  last  of  June  and 
to  give  explicit  information  how  far  it  will  be  in  their  power  to  keep  up  the  supply  in 
the  same  proportion  to  the  last  of  November. 

This  brings  the  business  to  a  point.  The  States  must  either  give  us  what  we  want 
in  the  time  required— or  manifest  their  inablity  to  do  it,  and  we  can  take  our  measures 
accordingly— Particular  commonly  make  a  livlier  impression  than  general  ideas— II  we 
only  urge  the  States  to  adopt  a  plan  for  bringing  forth  all  its  resourcee.  they  may 
proceed  on  some  vague  notion  of  the  extent  of  our  wants  and  satisfy  themselves  with 
arraagement  which  though  ample  enough  to  be  plausible  may  yet  fall  far  short  of  the 
object — If  we  make  a  demand  of  definite  aids,  they  will  have  a  fixed  point  to  regulate 
UienMRlves  by  and  their  measures  will  be  equal  to  it,  if  they  are  In  a  condition  to 
oommmnd  tSie  means.  In  my  opinion  requisitions  of  this  nature  will  at  once  serve  to 
CQlde  and  stimulate.  At  any  rate  their  operation  will  inform  us  what  we  have  to  expect 
tad  what  we  ought  to  do. 

I  have  one  doubt  of  the  expediency  of  immediately  calling  for  the  MlUtia.  which  is 
that  It  may  powibly  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the  proposed  draft  for  the  Continental 
BatUlloDS— But  there  is  in  all  probability  so  little  space  between  this  and  the  execution 
of  our  projects  that  we  eeem  to  have  not  a  moment  to  lose— I  am  clear  in  the  expediency 
of  asking  specific  supplies. 

It  ap{>eara  to  me  essential  that  there  should  be  a  perfect  understanding  on  all  hands— 
that  the  states  should  know  our  wants— what  Is  expected  by  us— that  we  should  know 
their  abilities— and  what  we  may  expect  from  them.  I  should  not  fear  to  discourage  by 
ilannlns  them  with  the  largeness  of  our  demands,  If  it  could  be  supposed  they  would 
sot  bear  the  knowledge  of  our  wants,  we  could  not  flatter  ourselves  they  would  supply 
them.  But  their  wisdom  and  patriotism  will  certainly  do  everything  their  resources  will 
permit. 

If  the  Committee  should  desire  a  conference  on  these  subjects;  I  shall  do  myself  the 
'  to  attend  them  whenever  and  wherever  they  please.    With  perfect  r«av«<:.\.,  &<&. 
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Btrictlj  adhered  to  the  proportion-on  wMch  flie'' 

by  the  aet  of  the  25"  February  last,  were  ad|iifltedt;  iNrt  tiUami 

found  impracticable,  because  ^f  the  exhaasted  eonditioii  at 

of  the  States,  in  which  the  army  and  its  principal 

have  wintered.    But  as  these,  in  the  course  of  tlie 

be  enabled  to  afford  more  than  they  can  at  pfeaeat,  yonr 

as  now  stated,  will  of  course  diminiBh.    The  reqnlsitioiiy  Bk^  k 

large,  but  it  is  barely  competent.    It  is  the  least  adequate  ti 

the  intended  operations,  as  it  is  calculated  on  the  moat  limited 

exi>enditures,   without  the  smallest   allowance   for   accideotel 

losses,  or  extra  consumption. 

Having  given  the  States  a  fixed  point  to  regolate  themsdvei 
by,  their  measures  will  be  equal  to  it,  and  their  exertions  ooa- 
petent  to  the  magnitude  of  the  object.  In  matters  of  such  hi^ 
import,  it  appeared  to  the  General  and  to  us,  essential  that  there 
should  be  a  proper  understanding  on  all  hands.  That  the 
states  should  know  the  wants  of  the  army,  and  what  is  expected 
for  it.  That  the  General  and  the  Committee  should  be  cleariy 
and  explicitly  advised  of  their  abilities,  both  individually  and 
collectively,  and  to  have  determined  with  x>reoi8ion,  what  may 
be  expected.  We  do  not  fear  to  discourage  by  the  largi>nefl8  of 
the  demand,  as  we  conceive  it  impossible  they  should  not  bear 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  wants  of  their  army,  and  becaose 
knowing  them,  we  are  perswaded  their  wisdom  and  patriotiBm 
will  impel  them  to  every  exertion  fully  to  afford  the  supplies.* 

The  supplies  allotted  to  be  furnished  by  your  state  are,  71675 
pounds  of  Beef  p  month,  140  Bbls.  of  Flour  p  month  and  2285 
Bushels  of  grain  for  forrage  p  month,  the  two  former  to  be  trans- 
ported to  and  delivered  at  Albany,  and  the  latter,  as  the  quaner- 
master  general  shall  direct,  also  600  draft  horses  to  T)e  attached 
to  the  army,  and  to  be  delivered  as  last  aforesaid    and  on  or 

^nnim  far  drcul&r. 
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before  the  first  day  of  July  next.  The  first  monthly  quota  of  sup- 
plies to  be  delivered  by  the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  the  sub- 
fiequent  ones  monthly,  within  the  month  succeeding  as  the 
quartermaster  or  commissary  General  may  direct.  The  horses 
are  an  additional  article  to  those  stated  in  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  25th  February  last,  but  the  requisition  on  your  state,  as  on 
others,  for  extra  supplies  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  and  the 
amount  thereof,  together  with  the  transi)ortation  of  any,  must 
be  charged  in  account  with  the  United  States.  We  believe  it 
would  be  advantageous  to  the  states  in  general,  that  the  horses 
should  be  procured  by  hire  in  preference  to  purchase,  as  the 
drivers  who  will  then  accompany  them  will  be  more  careful  of 
the  cattle;  should  your  state  adopt  that  mode,  we  recommend 
that  the  contracts  be  made  payable  in  specie,  or  in  paper  money 
equivalent,  and  that  their  value  should  be  appraised  on  oath, 
and  a  return  of  the  appraisement  be  made  to  the  quarter  master 
general.  As  the  object,  against  which  the  military  operations 
will  be  directed  cannot  be  positively  ascertained,  we  have  it  not 
in  our  power  to  call  on  you  for  a  determinate  quantum  of  trans- 
portation, but  believe  it  will  be  considerable. 

•The  continental  troops  already  engaged  and  with  the  army, 
together  with  the  addition  requested  by  the  General's  letter  of 
the  25th  ult;  to  compleat  the  battalions  to  five  hundred  and  five 
rank  and  file,  will  still  in  his  opinion  and  in  our  own  be  in- 
adequate to  insure  success  in  the  intended  operations.t     In  our 

•drcolftr  from  hence  excepting  ae  to  the  number  of  mllitUi  requested  of  each  state. 

*Tbe  quotas  for  each  State,  and  iho  places  in  which  they  were  to  rendezTous,  were  specified  as 

foUows: 


SUtes 

Quotas 

RegimenU 

Place  of  Rendezvous. 

New  Hampshire 

945 

2 

Claverac 

Massachusetts 

4725 

9 

Claverac 

Rhode  Island 

630 

1 

Providence 

Connecticut 

2520 

5 

Danbury 

New  York 

1575 

3 

Flshklll 

New  Jersey 

945 

2 

Morrlstown 

PennsylTanla 

34<5 

7 

Easton  and  Trenton 

Delaware 

315 

1 

Wilmington 

Maryland 

2305 

4 

Head  of  Elk 

The  qnoCaa  from  the  other  SUtes  were  intended  for  the  southern  army  and  were  subject  to  the 
of  the  eopimander  in  that  department. 
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circular  letter  of  the  25th  olt:  we  intreated  yoor  legislatiiR  to 
adopt  measures  for  drawing  forth  your  militia  on  the  riiortot 
notice;  we  have  now  to  request  that  such  arrangements  maj  be 
made,  as  that  your  quota  of  Militia,  which,  with  the  concnrrence 
of  the  commander  in  chief  we  state  at  1575  rank  and  file  tbaD 
rendezvous  at  the  army,  or  at  such  posts  and  places  as  the  Gen- 
eral shall  direct,  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  next  at  f^urtliest, 
and  to  continue  in  service  for  the  term  of  three  months,  com- 
puting from  the  day  of  their  arrival  at  such  rendezvous  as  afor^ 
said. 

Your  quota  of  Flour  and  beef  as  now  apportioned,  is  short  of 
what  it  should  be  in  consideration  of  the  exhausted  condition 
of  the  state;  when  it  shall  be  in  a  condition  to  afford  more  ample 
supplies,  additional  requisitions  will  be  made. 

Such  of  the  supplies  herein  required  as  make  part  of  the  quota 
assigned  to  your  state,  by  the  act  of  CJongress  of  the  25th  Feb- 
ruary last,  and  which  it  is  requested  you  will  transport  to.  and 
deliver  where  the  quarter  master  General  or  Commissary  General 
shall  direct,  will  be  receipted  for  by  Continental  officers  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  before  either  they  or  your  agents  con 
voy  or  transport  the  same  beyond  the  limits  of  your  state.  H 
however  such  Continental  officer  should  not  be  present,  yoo  will 
give  directions  that  the  weight  or  quantity  of  the  articles  may 
be  estimated,  and  an  account  or  invoice  be  transmitted  with 
each  parcel.  We  have  to  observe,  that  in  the  beef  requested, 
hides  and  tallow  are  not  included,  allowance  must  therefore  be 
made  for  those  when  cattle  are  sent  to  the  army.  If  drivers 
are  sent  with  the  draft  horses  and  cattle,  requested  of  yoar 
state,  we  wish  to  have  one  for  every  four  horses  or  oxen.    ^Ve 
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have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  and  esteem  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  Humble  Servants 

Ph:  Schuyler 

Jno.  Mathews 

Nath'l  Peabody. 
His  Excellency  Grovernor  Clinton  &c. 

P.  S,    We  do  most  earnestly  intreat,  that  the  requisition  now 

made  on  your  state,  for  the  quota  of  Militia,  may  not  be  suffered, 

on  any  consideration  whatever,  to  retard  the  completion  of  the 

continen'tal  battalions,  as  recommended  in  our  second  circular 

letter  of  the  25th  ult:  the  necessity  of  that  measure  becoming 

daily  more  strikeing  and  important. 


[No.  2944.] 

Colonel    Safford    Notifies    Morgan    Lewis    of    His    Progress    in 
Forwarding  Supplies, 

Fort  George,  2d  June  1780. 
Dear  Sir,  Recvd.  yours  by  Capt.  Yates  at  4  this  Morning;  the 
Provision  from  Albany  has  arive.  I  send  Bread  and  Beef  in 
this  Boat,  shall  send  another  on  the  moment  it  arives,  and  so 
continue  till  they  are  all  over;  their  is  30  Bis.  Beef  &  30  of 
flower,  and  four  of  Rum.  Shall  send  by  the  next  Boats  (with 
what  comes  in  this)  20  Barrils  of  Beef  with  flower  and  Bread 
equivilent,  and  four  of  Rum,  if  more  is  wanted,  the  first  informa- 
tion from  you  it  shall  be  forwarded  on.    Wishing  you  Prosperity, 

am,  sir,  your  obediant  Ser't 

Sanil.  Safford. 
Col.  Morgan  Lueis. 

P.  S.     We  have  glorious  news  from  the  southward,  as  you  will 

be  informed  by  the  Bairer  of  his  Excellencies  Dispatches. 


1 
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[Nob.  2M6,  2»4«.] 

Major  AUen  Discovers  Signs  of  ike  Emamp^ 

Dear  Sir,    I  herewith  send  yon  an  acc't  I  have  this 

from  CoUo.  Allen;  we  were  upon  oar  March  to  join  yon,  and  bife 

halted  the  detachment  to  know  how  to  act,    The  FroTimoa  jm 

was  pleased  to  send  ns  yesterday  was  all  oonaamed  last  K^ 

and  the  Enimy  may  probably  not  retnm  to  that  place  in  two  or 

three  days,  and  by  yonr  acc't  we  have  no  great  reason  to  expect 

any  great  supply  of  Provision.    It  mortifyes  me  much  to  think 

when  we  have  a  probability  of  meeting  the  Enimy  that  we  shoold 

be  oblidged  to  return  for  want  of  provision.    I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  &c. 

Bobt  Vn  Rensselaer. 
His  Excellency,  Gov'r  Clinton. 


2  mils  South  of  Crown  Point,  half  past  7  o'Clock. 
Sir,  This  moment  my  Scout  under  Capt.  Clark  retnrn'd  and 
hrin^jjs  Intelligence  that  they  have  discoved  Signs  of  the  Enemy 
on  the  west  side  of  the  west  Bay,  near  Cr.  Point;  they  found 
tlie  Path  hy  which  the  Enemy  went  out  to  the  westward  and 
report  that  but  a  small  party  and  12  Horses  are  Returned,  Sup- 
posed to  have  returned  two  days  ago  so  that  the  main  Bodv  are 
still  hehind,  who  by  the  Signs  they  made  are  full  as  many  in 
NunibiT  as  we  are  oi*  more.  I  have  made  a  halt  here  and  Expect 
your  Directions  with  all  Dispatch,  as  I  shall  not  move  from  ibe 
ground  till  I  have  returns  from  you.    Am,  Sir,  yours 

Ebenez'r  Allen,  Maj>  Comdt. 
Col.  Uanselaer. 

l\  S.    the  Path  by  which  the  Enemy  went  out  is  about  three 

»s  from  where  you  left  us  yesterday. 


^-y^r'^T'^n  ::/L<n^-t^ 


[No.  2947.] 

Governor    Clinton's    Instructions    and    Words    of    Caution    to 
Colonel   Van  Rensselaer. 

Dear  Sir,  This  Moment  I  received  your  Letter  without  Date 
by  Express.  Provission  has  arrived  this  Morning  suflBcient  for 
about  four  Days  for  the  whole  Party.  There  is  more  at  Fort 
George  which  on  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  last  Night  dated  at 
Bull  Wagen  Bay  (by  which  as  I  had  reason  to  expect  your  Re- 
turn here  this  Forenoon  I  directed  not  to  be  forwarded)  but  if 
necessary  I  can  yet  have  brought  on;  I  now  send  you  a  Detach- 
ment of  upwards  70  Men  under with  as 

much  Provission  as  they  can  carry  for  your  use.  This  Party  is. 
not  only  intended  to  carry  you  Provission  but  as  a  Reinforcem't 
to  your  detachm't.  It  is  my  earnest  desire  to  intercept  the 
Enemy  &  I  shoud  equally  with  you,  regret  any  thing  that  might 
defeat  our  Intentions,  especially  as  from  Major  Allen's  account 
appears  to  be  a  prospect. 

I  wifih,  therefore,  every  Measure  may  be  pursued  for  this  Pur- 
pose which  can  be  done  consistent  with  Prudence  taking  into 
Consideration  the  Strenghth  of  our  Party,  our  Situation  and  Re- 
sources; relying  much  on  your  Prudence  Zeal  and  activity  I  am^ 
D'r  Sir,  your  Most  Obed-t  Serv't  [G.  C] 

[To  Col.  Robert  Van  Rensselaer.] 

While  we  are  endeavouring  to  cut  of  the  Retreat  of  the  En- 
emy, Prudence  will  dictate  to  you  the  necessity  of  defeating  any 
attempt  of  them  to  intercept  yours  to  this  Place.  As  our  Party 
is  now  greatly  diminished  by  this  Detachm't  I  shall  move  them 
with  the  Boats  to  Hospital  Island  to  prevent  the  Troops  stragliug 
keeping  a  Party  at  this  Place. 
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[No.  2948.] 

MUitwry  Operations  in  the  North  Ddayei  &y  Laaio  of  Prmtku. 

Patnam'a  Creeck,  Jane  Sd,  1780. 
Dear  Bir,  We  have  just  reoeived  the  inclosed  from  Major 
Allen;  you'll  send  him  a  supply  if  pottdble.  As  bofh  Oflleen 
and  Men  seem  desireous  of  intercepting  the  Enemy,  we  march 
by  daylight  in  the  morning,  therefore,  mast  beg  yon  will  tend 
your  answer  to  this  Express  as  soon  as  possible.  Capt'n  Browne 
with  bis  Party  left  us  this  morning  without  any  Orders  to  go. 
on  the  contrary  I  ordered  him  to  halt.    I  am,  D  Sir,  yours 

[Bobt  Van  Rensselaer.] 
P.  S.    Capt'n  Brown  belongs  to  Coll.  Yates'  Eegt.    A  Gentry 
will  hail  your  Boat  North  of  Putnam's  Point. 


McCalpin's  House,  June  3d,  6  o'Clock  P.  M. 
D'r  Sir,  I  Rec'd  yours  informing  that  you  Exi)ect  Some  Pro- 
visions on  Presently.  I  Immediately  Dispatched  a  Scout  to  the 
Road  with  orders  to  watch  the  Enemy's  movements;  another 
Scout  which  I  ordered  on  to  Cr.  Point  this  morning  to  observe 
the  motion  of  the  Shipping  is  just  returned  but  brings  no  Intelli- 
gence. But  l>eg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  can  advance  no 
furtlu  r,  without  a  Supplv  of  Provisions  for  the  Men  with  me. 
and  am  under  necessity  to  march  Imck  to  my  Station,  to  morrow 
Moruir^S  unless  I  am  Supplied  by  that  Time:  the  Scout  that  is 
just  ii<»w  gone?  out  was  Siipplie*!  by  fragments  from  those  that 
Stay  ln-hin<l.  Should  1m»  ;:la(l  if  any  Provisions  are  Sent  on:  tht*y 
may  be  S(*nt  in  Boats  as  th<'  easii  st  method  to  Transport  them. 
Vsid^'S  this,  r.oats  will  Im-  XiMM'ssary  for  the  Reception  and 
isportation  of  tin*  wounded  if  we  Should  Gome  to  action:  if 
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a  little  Rum  Could  be  Spared  to  animate  the  Spirits  of  my  Men 

under  their  fatiguing  Situation,  it  would  answer  a  very  good 

Purpose.    I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  Serv't 

Ebenez'r  Allen,  Maj'r. 
Col.  van  Renselaer. 


[No.  2949.] 
Oavemor  Clinton  Forwards  Provisions  to  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer. 
Hospital  Island,  3d  June  10  O'Clock  P.  M. 
Dear  Sir,  I  rec'd  yours  of  this  Date  by  Mons.  [ms.  illegible] 
this  Moment;  about  an  Hour  ago  I  wrote  you  by  [ms.  illegible] 
informing  you  that  2  BUs.  Beef,  600  Ct.,  60  lb.  Bread,  1  Bll.  of 
Rum  was  forwarding  to  Crown  Point  for  your  Troops.  The  ut- 
most Expedition  will  be  used  to  get  it  on.  A  Strong  Party  is  now 
employed  carrying  it  across  &  the  Batteaux  at  Mount  Independ- 
ance  is  sent  for  to  carry  it  up.  Doct'r  Williams  has  undertaken 
this  Difficult  Job  &  I  am  sure  he  will  accomplish  it.  I  can  send 
you  more  if  it  is  necessary.  &  you  only  point  out  the  safest  & 
best  mode  of  conveyance.  I  woud  most  almost  submit  to  any 
thing  or  undergo  any  Trouble  to  intercept  the  Villians.  When 
I  si>eak  of  your  Troops  I  mean  to  include  Maj'r  Allen's.  I  have 
Provission  plenty, — has  just  now  arrived.    Yours  Sincerely, 

Geo.  Clinton. 
[To  Col.  Robert  Van  Rensselaer.] 


[No.  2950.] 
Lieutenant  Martin  in  Disgrace, 

Putnam's  Creeck,  June  3d,  1780. 
D  Sir,    The  Bearer  hereof  Lieut't  Martin  belonging  to  Colo. 
Webster*s  Regt.,  is  now  sent  to  you,  for  leaving  his  Gaurd  bef<it^ 
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relieved  or  Paraded.    Onr  Sitnatunl  !■  svdi  as  to"  render  it  I 

Tenient  to  putt  an  Officer  under  an  Arrest  or  trj  hte;  tkCRfiR^ 

moBt  transmit  him  to  better  Handa.    I  am.  Sir,  jwa  Obedicit 

Serv-t 

(By  Order)  Lewis  B.  Hofxia 

Hia  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


Parole 


[No.  2951.] 
Orders  for  the  Troops. 
Camp,  Lake  George  Landing,  2d  Jane  ITS 


Countersign 

Officer  of  the  Day— Colo.  Webster. 

No  Person  is  to  be  absent  from  the  Camp  without  Leare.  Nor 
to  pass  the  Sentries  after  Dusk  unless  on  Command.  In  Case 
of  an  Alarm  the  Troops  are  immediately  to  parade  in  the  old 
Fort.  The  Guard  to  oppose  the  Enemy  in  the  first  Instance. 
The  greatest  Care  is  to  be  taken  to  preserve  order,  &  to  prevent 
Confusion,  Silence  is  to  be  observed  &  no  Person  but  the  proper 
Officers  is  to  presume  to  speak  or  give  orders.  The  Troops  are 
to  parade  at  the  usual  Place  at  8  O'Clock  Tomorrow  Morning'. 
Detail  for  the  Guard: . 

Colo.  Yates. 


General  orders. 
Parol(»  


Camp  Hospital  Island,  3d  June,  17S0. 


Countersign Officer  of  the  Day. 

Tlis  Kxcflleniy  desireous  of  having  an  exact  Return  of  all  the 
>ps  pres«Mit  lit  for  Duty,  that  the  real  Strength  of  the  Camp 
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may  be  accurately  ascertained  and  he  thereby  enabled  to  make 
the  necessary  Detachments  without  hazarding  the  Safety  of  the 
Besidue,  Ordere  that  Returns  be  immediately  made  &  the  Troops 
\>e  paraded  at  7  O'Clock  this  Evening  &  accounted  for  on  the 
Ground.  The  Boats  in  the  Water,  the  Commissary's  excepted, 
are  all  to  be  drawn  up  at  one  Place,  a  Centry  to  be  placed  over 
them  &  another  at  the  Commissary's  Boats;  no  Person  to  take 
a  Boat  or  be  absent  from  Camp  without  leave  from  the  OflBcer 
of  the  Day.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  When  the  Guards  are  detailed,  1  Capt. 
^  Subs.  &  50  non  Commissioned  Ofiflcers  &  Privates  are  to  be 
detailed  for  Duty  who  are  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
march  by  Daybreak.    Detach  for  guard  for  Duty. 


[No.  2952.] 

JP resident  Huntington  to  Chvernor  Clinton  Relative  to  the  Post  at 
Shohekcn    [Shokan]. 

Philadelphia,  June  3,  1780. 

Sir,  By  the  enclosed  Act  of  Congress  of  the  first  Instant  your 
Excellency  will  be  informed,  they  have  directed  a  Post  to  be 
established  at  Shoheken,  and  maintained  at  the  Expence  of  the 
United  States,  the  Garrison  to  be  under  your  particular  Direc- 
tion and  Superintendance,  subject  however  to  the  Orders  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief;  and  to  consist  of  those  Troops  already 
voted  by  Congress  for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers  of  New  York, 
if  they  can  be  spared;  otherwise  by  Militia  embodied  for  that 
Purpose. 

As  the  establishing  of  this  Post  is  under  your  immediate  In- 
spection, it  is  needless  to  suggest  the  necessity  &  Propriety  un- 
-der  our  present  Circumstances,  of  saving  Expence  in  erecting 
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I  &  establiBhiog  this  Post  as  far  as  possible,  eoDBistent 

i  answering  the  Purpose  intended,  which  is  referred  to  ; 

deace  and  Discretion.    I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  th 


f 


reipect  jour  ExcelTjs  obed't  hbble.  servant 

Sam  Huntington,  Pr< 
His  Excell'y  Governor  Clinton. 

In  Congress,  Joue  le 

Resolved,  That  a  post  be  established  at  Sbobekei 
county  of  Ulster,  in  the  State  of  Kew  York,  and  main 
the  expence  of  the  United  States, 

That  the  said  garrison  be  under  the  particnlar  dire 
superintendence  of  his  excellency  Gov'r  Clinton,  subject 
to  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  continei 

That  if  the  number  of  troops  necessary  to  garrison 
cannot  be  conveniently  spared  out  of  those  already 
Congress  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  Stat 
York;  Congress  approve  of  the  employing  from  time  1 
the  expeace  of  the  United  States  such  number  of  milit 
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out  and  on  their  return  shall  be  able  to  give  your  Excellency 
better  intelligence;  at  the  same  time,  shall  be  able  to  say  whether 
any  more  Provision  need  be  sent  and  the  mode  of  Conveyance; 
for  I  much  fear  the  Party  discovered  is  only  that  party  which 
our  BcoutB  saw  going  through  Jessups  Patent  if  no  probabillity 
offers  of  intercepting  the  Enemy  shall  return  to  morrow.  Donald 
Cameron,  of  the  Continen'tal  Troops  deserted  from  us  the  first 
Day,  and  we  think  he  is  gone  to  the  Enemy,  and  will  give  them 
such  information  as  may  alter  their  Rout.  I  am,  D  Sir,  your  verry 
Humble  Servant  Robt.  Van  Rensselaer. 

P.  S.    A  number  of  our  Men  living  in  the  Eastern  parts  of  our 
State  are  desireous  of  returning  by  the  way  of  the  Grants  on  our 
Return;  your  Opinion  on  this  Subject. 
His  Excellency  The  Govenor. 


[No.  2954.] 

Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  Hears  from  His  Scouts, 

McKalpin's  House  near  Crown  Point  half  past  Eight  O^Clock. 

[June  4,  1780.] 
Dear  Sir,  Our  Scout  is  this  moment  returned  and  brings  us 
an  account  of  the  Track  of  Eight  and  Twenty  Horses,  and  a 
number  of  men;  they  are  advanced  as  far  as  the  Lake.  Our 
Scout  left  them  about  an  hour  and  a  half  ago.  He  heard  them 
fire  and  Chop  Wood.  The  Provision  is  just  come;  it  will  be  di- 
vided presently,  and  hope  before  to  morrow  morning  to  give  your 
Excellency  a  pleasing  account  of  Sir  John  and  his  Motly  Crew. 
I  am,  D  Sir,  your  verry  Humble  Servant 

Robt.  Van  Rensselaer. 
His  Excellencv  Govenor  Clinton. 


TOG  Public  Papers  of  Oeorok  Clintoiiw 

Dear  Bir,  I  have  this  Moment  rec'd.yoor  Note  o£.half.fiik 
^with  the  very  [  ]  acc't  of  the  Prospects  you  hay^e  of  falliig 

in  with  the  Enemy;  while  I  have  the  fullest  Perswasion  that  oi 
such  event  the  Troops  under  your  Command  will  do  their  Diitr 
&  I  have  the  highest  Confidence  in  the  Conduct  of  the  (MBeen,  I 
wish  to  augment  your  strenghth  as  much  as  in  my  Power  ft  htTC^ 
therefore,  this  Moment  ordered  a  considerable  Detachment  froa 
this  Place  under  the  command  of  Major  Dickinson  to  join  yoo. 
Tho  they  will  march  instantly,  they  may  not  be  up  with  yon  in 
Season  to  join  in  the  attack  &  it  might  be  Imprudent  to  miss  t 
favourable  opportunity  waiting  for  them  yet  they  will  be  at 
Hand  to  support  you  in  Case  of  necessity  &  they  will  give  Con- 
fidence to  your  Men.  Success  attend  yon  &  believe  me,  yours 
Sincerely  [G.  C] 

Hospital  Island,  one  o'CIock  P.  M.  Sunday  4th  June,  1780. 
Oolo.  Robt.  Benselaer. 

Major  Dickenson  is  directed  on  his  arrival  at  McCalpin's  house 
to  dispatch  a  messenger  to  bring  your  orders.  Mr.  Swart  was 
a  voluntier  with  this  party  &  when  he  joins  will  assist  you  as  an 
additional  Brigade  Major. 


[No.  2055.] 

J^ritirn  of  Lirirs  from  Albany  Miliiia  to  Be  L'fider  the  Command  of 

Cohmtl  Harper. 

A  K(*turn  of  the  niunber  of  men  out  of  General  Ten  Broeck's 
Briga<le  Furnish  as  Draughts  for  the  New  Levies  togeather  with 
the  names  of  the  Several  Colonels.     Albany  4th  June  1780;  to 
Emboided  under  the  eonnnand  of  Culouel  John  Harper. 
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s 

Colonel  naunes 

What  County 

under  whose  Command 

10 

11 

Abraham  Wemple 
Peter  Van  Ness 
Peter  Livingston's 
Abraham  Tan  Alstyn 
Abraham  Cuyler 
Rober  Van  Renselaer 
Peter  Vroman's 
Anthony  Van  Bergen's 
PhlUp  Schuyler's 
Hendrick  Qnack^bush 
B.  WhlUng^s 

Jacob  Clock 
Frederick  VIsscher 
Samuel  Campbell's 
Peter  PeUinger 

14 
18 
8 
14 
18 
14 
11 
18 
8 
8 
98 

Albany 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Tryon  County 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
Dutchess  County, 

Walter  Vroman  at  Johnstowi^ 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Isaac  Bogart  at  Schohary 

ditto                ditto 

ditto                ditto 

ditto               ditto 

ditto                ditto 

ditto               ditto 

Allen                   ditto 

187 

11 
38 
12 
6 
38 

Oerret  Putman  Fort  Plank 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
Ueut.  Odell,  to  Fort  Schuyler 

[No.  2956.] 
The  English  Capture  Charleston^  tut  Lose  Mobile. 

Philadelphia  5  June  1780. 
Sir,  The  Resolutious  of  Congress  of  Frvday*  last  respecting 
the  controverted  district  of  our  state  were  this  morning  read  and 
have  now  all  the  necessary  Solemnity  for  their  authentication. 

•F'riday,  June  2,  1780.  Congress  resumcjd  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mitteo  on  sundry  papers  respecting  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  and  thereupon  came  to 
the   following  resolutions: 

Whereas  it  Is  represented  to  Congress,  and  by  authentic  eTidence  laid  before  them  it 
appear*,  that  the  people  inhabltating  the  district  of  country,  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  and  claiming  to  be  an  independent  stale,  have, 
notwithstanding  the  respiutions  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  September,  and  2d  of  October, 
proceeded  as  a  separate  government  to  make  grants  of  lands  and  sales  of  estates  by 
tbem  declared  forfeited  and  conflsoated;  and  have  also.  In  divers  instances,  exercised 
civil  and  military  authority  over  the  persons  and  effects  of  sundry  inhabitants  within 
the  said  district,  who  profess  themselves  to  be  citizens  of  and  to  owe  allegiance  to  the 
•late  of  New  York. 

RBSOLtfVED,  That  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  peoRle  inhabltating  the  said  dis- 
trict, and  claiming  to  be  an  indepomleut  state  as  aforesaid,  in  contravening  the  good 
intentions  of  the  said  resolutions  of  the  24th  of  September  and  the  2d  of  Octr.ber  last, 
art'  highly  unwarrantable,  subversive  of  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

That  the  people  inhabltating  the  said  district,  acd  claiming  to  be  an  Independent  state 
as  aforesaid,  be  and  they  hereby  arc  strictly  required  to  forbear  and  abstain  from  all 
acts  of  authority,  civil  or  military,  over  the  Inhabliants  of  any  town  or  district  who  hold 
themselves  to  be  subjects  of  and  to  owe  allegiance  to  any  of  the  states  claiming  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  said  territory,  in  whole  or  in  part,  until  the  decisions  and  deter- 
minaUons  in  the  resolution  afore  mentioned  shall  be  made. 

And  whereas  the  stales  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  have  complied  with  ths 
said  resoluUons  of  the  24th  of  September  and  the  2d  of  October  laat.,  «.Ti^  \k^  \^Oa  ««c^i\:^ 
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We  thought  it  adviseable  to  have  some  Copies  printed  in  order  to 
their  being  certified  bv  the  Secretary  and  drcnlated  in  such  mafr 
ner  aa  yonr  Excellency  and  the  Legislature  may  judge  belt 
Maryland  and  Delaware  continue  to  be  unrepresented  wldch  it- 
tarda  a  final  determination  on  the  Claim  of  independent  Jurisdk- 
tion  assumed  by  the  Vermonteers.  We  cannot,  however,  Mter 
tain  the  least  doubt  but  that  Congress  will  decide  against  t 
usurpation  which  both  in  its  principles  and  its  consequences  has 
the  most  dangerous  and  alarming  Tendency.  We  need  not  re- 
assure your  Excellency  that  we  shall  embrace  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity to  urge  forward  a  hearing:  for  we  have  nothing  more  at 
Heart  than  to  put  an  End  to  this  pernicious  Contest. 

The  Fate  of  Charles  Town  is  still  suspended.  Govemour  Rot- 
ledge  in  a  Letter  to  Govemour  Nash  of  North  Carolina  of  the 
16*'  of  May*  last  uses  these  Expressions:  '^We  have  aceouuts  so 
certain  that  I  think  they  cannot  be  doubted  that  on  Pryday  last 
Charles  Town  surrendered;  as  yet  I  have  received  no  authentic 
Intelligence  of  the  Terms  of  Capitulation.''  Mr.  Rutledge  then 
resided  at  Cambden  about  60  miles  from  Charles  Town.  This 
disagreeable  Report  seems  to   be   corroborated  by   Rivington  s 

And  delcfatet  In  OongrsM  declared  themselTes  ready  to  proceed  In  sapportlnt  thti: 
reapeotlTe  rightM  to  the  jurUdlctlon  of  the  district  aforeMdd,  In  «lK>le  or  In  part,  acccri- 
Ing  to  their  sereral  clalme,  and  In  the  mode  prescribed  in  the  said  resolutloni'  &rf 
whereas  Congress,  by  their  order  of  the  21st  of  March  last,  did  postpone  the  cocsideri- 
tloD  of  the  subject  of  the  said  resolutions,  nine  states  exduslTe  of  those  who  were  ps-'* 
ties  to  the  question  not  belcg  represented;  and  by  their  order  of  the  17th  of  Hay  iiit 
haTe  directed  tliat  letters  be  written  to  the  state*  not  represented,  reqaastlng  them  ixnie* 
diitely  to  send  forward  a  represenutlon. 

RSSOIj\'ED,  IThat  the  Congress  will,  as  soon  as  nine  states  excl naive  of  those  whs 
are  parties  to  the  controversy  eftiall  be  represented,  proceed  to  hear  and  examine  Iqto  xcS 
finally  determine  the  disputes  and  differences  relative  to  jurisdiction  between  the  thr«« 
•tatee  of  New  Hampshire.  Massachusetu-Bay  and  New  York,  reapectirely.  or  %\xrh  of 
them  as  ahall  have  passed  such  laws  as  are  mentioned  in  the  aald  resolutions  of  c^e 
24th  of  Septt*mber  and  the  2d  of  October  last,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  people  cf  !2t 
district  aforesaid,  who  claim  to  be  a  separate  jurisdiction  on  the  other.  In  the  mode 
piescrlbed  In  SLd  by  the  said  resolutions. 

On  June  9th  Congress  assigned  the  second  Tuesday  In  September  finally  to  hear  acl 
determine  the  disputes  and  difTerences  relative  to  jurisdiction  between  the  free  sutss  of 
New  Hampshire.    Massacbuaetu-Bay  and  New  York. 

•CJisrlestoL  caj  Itula-vJ  May  I2ih.  ITw.— State  Historian. 
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hand  bill;  but  the  total  want  of  official  Information  or  even 
private  Letters  from  Friends  or  Foes,  on  so  important  an  Event 
and  after  near  a  Month  from  the  time  it  is  supposed  to  have  hap- 
penied  stamps  it  with  strong  marks  of  Suspicion.  It  is  only  sup- 
posing that  the  Enemy  at  the  time  the  Iris  sailed  from  Charles 
Town  which  was  the  17th  of  May  thought  it  for  their  advantage 
to  spread  a  Report  of  the  Surrender,  and  we  can  as  easily  ac- 
count for  its  passing  from  their  Lines  thro'  the  adjacent  Country 
to  the  Ears  of  Governour  Butledge,  as  for  its  being  propagated 
thro'  that  Channel  of  Misrepresentation,  Rivington's  Gazette. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Ex- 
pedition of  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvas,  the  Spanish  Governour*  of 
Louisiana,  against  Mobile  has  proved  Successful.  The  Garrison 
of  Fort  Charlotte  of  Mobile  consisting  of  800  regular  Troops 
under  the  Command  of  Lieut.  Governour  Dumford  surrendered 
prisoners  of  war  the  8"  of  May.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that 
the  Conquest  of  Florida  will  be  pursued  with  vigour  and  while 
the  British  are'  gratifying  their  vengeance  against  the  feeble 
parts  of  our  Country  without  the  most  remote  Hope  of  advanc- 
ing their  Interest  or  their  Honour  effectual  Measures  will  be 
taken  for  forever  annexing  that  valuable  Coun^try  to  the  Crown 
of  Spain. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  the  utmost  Respect  Sir  your 

EJxcellency's  mo«t  obedient  &  most  humble  servants 

Jas.  Duane, 

Jno.  Morin  Scott. 
His  Excellency  Governour  Clinton. 

'Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez,  who  was  appointed  Spanish  governor  of  Louisiana,  Febru- 
ary 1.  1777.  captured  Mobile  from  the  Brittoh  March  14.  ITSO,  Spain  having  declared  war 
acalnst  Great  Britain,  May  Stti,  1779.— Statb  Historian. 
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[No.  2957.] 
Andrew  Bastwick^s  Return  of  Forage. 
A   Return  of   Forage   furnished    the    Ck>ntinen:tal    Army 
Andrew  Bostwick,  D.  C.  G.  Forage  for  the  District  of  the  SI 
of  New  York,  from  August  1st  1779  to  April  1st  1780. 


From  What  Post 

Tons 
Hay 

Bush. 
Rye 

Bush. 
Corn 

Bush. 
Oats 

Bushels 

of  Buck- 

wheat 

T 
Ba 

Nine  Partners 

Red  Book  &  Livings'!  Manor 

Rhlnebeck 

Fish  Kill 

FrederlcksbufRh 

Ckmtlnental  Village 

Bedford 

Kings  Ferry 

Ramepough 

Chester 

New  Burgh  (Ulster  Ck>unt7) 

863 
441 

232 
800 
314 
130 
583 
220 
232 
486 
850 

158 
367 
115 
73 
81 
80 
39 
300 
180 
880 
740 

1454 
589 

741 
906 
682 
860 
880 
730 
760 
14A0 
3900 

1869 

379 

440 

8516 

9S4 

1400 

5288 

580 

650 

1860 

9450 

1880 
2«0 
336 

1288 
196 
510 
49 
500 
4«> 
980 

1910 

8909 

3182 

11884 

18064 

8339 

Kingston,  6th  June,  17? 

The  above  Estimate  was  taken  from  actual  Returns,  Ex 

the  four  last  Quantities,  as  I  was  not  yet  Possessed  of  t 
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[No.  2958.] 

General  Robert  Haw^  Believes  the  Enemy  in  New  York  Is  Preparing 

for  Some  Sinister  Enterprise. 

Highlands,  June  6th,  1780. 

Dear  Sir,  Ck)lo.  Drake  did  me  the  favor  of  calling  ui>on  me, 
and  I  embrace  the  opportunity  of  hurrying  over  a  few  Lines,  as 
I  doubt  not  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  both  you,  and  the  Hon'ble 
Assembly,  to  have  a  short  Detail  of  matters  this  way. 

The  reduction  of  Oharles-Town  tho'  Boasted  of  in  Mr.  Riving- 
ton'a  hand  Bill,  appears  by  no  means  to  be  authentic;  indeed  I 
think  I  might  venture  to  add  it  is  untrue,  at  least  as  to  its  being 
reduced  at  the  time  he  says.  It  was  safe  on  the  10th  of  May,  the 
Garrison  in  high  Spirits,  and  not  at  that  time  in  any  immediate 
api)arent  Danger,  and  to  surrender  on  the  12th  is  almost  impos- 
sible, as  it  would  certainly  take  more  time  than  two  days  even 
to  adjust  the  necessary  preliminaries;  added  to  this  he  says  that 
the  Iris  who  brought  the  account,  saiPd  on  the  17th  and  yet  the 
particulars  came  not  by  her,  but  were  to  be  sent  two  days  after. 
I  have  had  trusty  characters  in  New  York  who  assure  me  it  was 
not  believed  there,  but  so  far  from  it,  that  they  were  anxious  for 
intelligence  from  the  Southward,  not  having  recently  had  any. 
These  circumstances  militate  strongly  against  the  Subduction  of 
Charles-Town  on  the  12th  of  May,  tho'  from  its  very  extensive 
lines  of  defence,  by  their  being  masters  of  the  water,  I  have  my 
apprehensions  for  its  future  security.  Be,  however  the  event,  of 
Charles-Town  what  it  may,  the  result  as  to  us  will  be  just 
the  same  as  far,  however,  as  the  Enemies  attempts  can  make 
them  so,  for  should  they  return  flush'd  and  exulting  with  suc- 
cess, a  thurst  for  future  conquest  will  urge  them  forward;  if 
>therwise  they  will  be  compelled  to  Hazzard  every  thing  in  order 
51 
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Tf^  abo^e  Ei^iflHite  ww  tatoR  finm  aetaal 

tb#?  fotir  la0t  Qiiajitltie«,  as  I  wa«  not  jet  PocBeswd  of  Aoie 

Kkftfim*  I  have  Estimated  the  Qnairtities  in  proportioti  to  the 

d^tna^fi  made  for  inoDej  to  settle  those  aeeonntB  withm  the  leT- 

era  I  diwtricts.    I  was  something  at  a  Loss  how  to  proportiom  the 

srfpplies  since  the  first  of  Dec'r  as  the  army  was  in  this  state  in 

ihf  timf*  of  Hay  Harvest,  it  occationed  them  to  take  the  greatest 

fwirt  of  thf*  Forage  as  soon  as  it  was  cntt,  which  of  Coarse  will 

innki*  thf  siip[ilif»s  famished  since  the  It  Dec'r  rerr  Inconside^ 

nfilc*.     I  wifih  this  Retnrn  may  answer  the  PuriMses  Intended  by 

tlif  Hoirhlo  Henatt*  and  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem  &  Respect 

iiu'\r  wont  obt.  &  very  hble.  Serv't 

And.  Bostwick. 

Tho  llonMiIo  llic  Binnto  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
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shewn  from  time  to  time  to  my  applications,  by  the  executive  au- 
thority of  this  Btate,  has  endear'd  it  to  me,  and  I  shall  ever  think, 
and  Speak  of  it  with  respect  and  regard. 

The  Enemy  by  their  proceedings  seem  to  mean  some  Heavy 
Forage.  I  am  taking  measures  to  prevent  their  operations,  or 
to  make  them  smart  for  them  if  possible,  and  you  Sir  may  assure 
yourself  of  my  every  exertion  to  serve  this  State  in  particular, 
and  the  cause  of  America  in  Genl.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with 
the  greatest  Respect,  D'r  Sir,  yr.  Most  obt.  Hum.  ser't 

Bobt.  Howe. 
[To  Governor  Clinton.] 
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[No.  2960.] 

James  Clinton  Makes  Rrpo^i:  of  the  Situation  Along  the  Mohwwk 

Valley. 

Albany,  June  10th,  1780. 

Sir,  I  yesterday  received  a  Letter  from  Captain  Wandell  (who 
had  the  Charge  of  the  Provisions  destined  for  Fort  Schuyler,  and 
whom  I  had  ordered  to  halt  at  Fort  Plank  untill  he  was  joined 
by  Ool.  Gansevoort)  mentioning  that  Major  Yeates  had  returned 
from  the  Flatts  and  informed  him  that  the  late  alarm  had  been 
occasioned  by  a  Party  of  twenty  Indians,  who  had  burnt  the 
House  of  one  Starirng  with  one  more  and  three  Barns,  they 
took  Prisoners  a  certain  Edick  and  a  Girl  of  seven  years  of  age. 
A  'Party  from  Fort  Harkemer  salied  out  drove  them  off,  and 
extinguished  Orndorf  s  house  which  they  had  set  on  fire. 

From  this  account  it  appears  that  this  Party  was  only  intended 
as  a  feint  to  divide  our  attention  from  Sir  John.  I  have,  how- 
eyer,  ordered  Col.  Gansevoort  to  proceed  with  his  Convoy  up  to 
the  Garrison,  and  detatched  the  fifth  Regiment  to  Caughnawaga, 
the  fourth  to  Conojoharie,  and  the  second  to  Fort  Edward;  what- 
ever else  material  may  come  to  my  knowlege  shall  be  com- 
municated to  you. 

If  Mr.  Wiley  shoud  not  yet  have  made  his  appearan<3e  at  Eso- 
pus,  surly  his  Neglect  and  the  necessity  of  the  Troops  will  justifie 
his  Supercedure.  I  have  not  consulted  the  QflScers,  but  presume 
that  one  appointed  by  yourself,  who  wou'd  proceed  on  the  Busi- 
ness immediately  woud  not  only  be  expedient  but  also  highly 
agreeable  to  the  Troops.  Mr.  Curtinius  seems  also  to  require  a 
Stimulus.    I  am  with  the  greatest  affection,  Yours  &c. 

James  Clinton. 
<TOv'r  Clinton. 
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Lieut.  Connor  on  Comm'd  acting  as  Qr.  Maister. 
Lieut.  Du  Bois    Do    acting  as  Adjutant. 
1  Sergt.  on  Comm'd  with  his  Excellency  the  Gov< 

A.  Pawli 


[Nos.  2962,  2963.] 

KNYPnAUSP:N'S  XEW  JERSEY  RA 

General  Washington  Apprehensive  That  West  Paint 

Ohjictive. 

Head  Quarters  n(\'\r  Springfield  10th 
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precipitate  retreat,  upon  the  approach  of  His  Excellency  the 
Governor.  Should  this  have  been  the  case,  I  do  not  apprehend 
that  there  will  be  any  occasion  for  General  Clinton  to  advance 
with  bis  Brigade  beyond  Albany. 

Under  present  circumstances  and  appearances  that  force  is 

General  Knipbausen,  (we  have  reason  to  believe)  with  all  the  force  that  he  could  spare 
from  New  York,  made  an  incursion  into  the  Jerseys  the  night  of  the  6th  instant,  and 
proceeded  early  next  morning  towards  Connecticut  Farms,  about  five  miles  from  Eliza- 
beth Town.  In  the  night  of  the  7th  he  retired  to  the  point  of  his  debarkation  beyond 
Elizabeth  Town.  Where  he  has  remained  ever  rince  and  has  been  crossing  and  recrosslng 
bis  cavalry  and  baggage.  His  whple  conduct  is  inexplicable,  and  begins  to  have  much 
the  air  of  an  amusement.  T'is  probable  Clinton,  with  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  troops 
under  his  command,  is  momently  expected  at  New  York;  and  the  present  movement  may 
be  intended  to  draw  our  attention  this  way,  while  he  on  his  arrival  pushes  immediately 
up  the  North  River  and  attacks  the  forts,  united  witih  wihat  troops  still  remain  in  New 
York. 

Vhe  day  Knlphausen  moved  out.  he  was  very  severely  galled  by  an  advanced  corps  of 
Continental  troops,  and  the  Jersey  militia,  wlio  have  turned  out  and  acted  with  admirable 
ipirit  on  this  occasion.  We  conjectured  at  first,  that  his  coming  out  was  to  forage  or 
to  draw  us  down  into  the  plain  and  give  us  battle.  But,  as  the  did  not  pursue  the  first, 
and  he  must  have  seen  that  we  shall  not  fight  him  but  upon  our  own  terms,  we  cannot 
see  why  he  should  remain  in  his  present  position  so  long.  We  are  therefore  led  to  the 
otiher  conjecture  respecting  you.  Use  all  possible  vigilance  and  caution.  It  is  not  im- 
probable Clinton's  brigade  may  shortly  reinforce  you.  The  enemy  have  a  good  many 
eavalry,  and  we  have  none  here.  You  will  despatch  immediately  Moylan's  Regiment  to 
joixi  us.  Sheldon's  will  continue  with  you.  His  infantry  on  an  emergency  may  be  thrown 
into  the  garrison.^ 


call  it  in,  and  keep  yourself  compact,  whatever  temptations  may  be  thrown  out  to  induce 
you  to  detach.  If  the  enemy's  designs  should  be  against  this  army,  you  may  be  useful 
to  us  by  making  a  demonstration  in  your  quarter.  I  would  therefore  have  you  collect  a 
number  of  boats  at  W^est  Point,  sufficient  for  two  thousand  men;  put  the  garrison  under 
moving  orders  with  three  days  provisions;  circulate  ideas  of  having  the  militia  ready  for 
a  sudden  call;  apply  to  Governor  Trumbull  for  the  advance  of  the  Connecticut  State 
regiments;  and  take  such  other  steps  as  may  make  a  noise,  without  overdoing  the 
matter,  and  give  the  enemy  some  alarm. 

"You  can  also  send  some  emissary  into  New  York  with  these  particulars,  so  colored 
as  to  give  them  tihe  greatest  likelihood  of  making  the  desired  impression.  You  may 
inatnict  him  to  tell  the  enemy,  that  he  was  sent  in  to  find  out  the  general  state  and 
disposition  of  the  force  on  the  Island  of  New  York;  but  that  his  inquiries  were  more 
particularly  to  be  directed  to  the  magazines  at  t^ort  Washington  and  other  places  acces- 
sible by  water.  If  any  movements  of  the  enemy  should  come  to  your  knowledge,  which 
announce  an  immediate  attempt  upon  your  post,  you  will  give  notice  to  the  governor 
of  Connecticut,  and  solicit  succor  from  that  State.  I  have  desired  General  McDougall  to 
join  you  witihout  delay."— Washington  to  Major-General  Howe,  15  June,  17S0. 

^  "  On  Tuesday  night  the  enemy  landed  at  Elizabeth  Town  point  with  all  the  force 
they  could  draw  from  New  York  and  its  dependencies,  under  the  command  of  General 
Knypfbausen,  and  proceeded  the  next  morning  into  the  country  about  7  miles,  within 
half  a  mile  of  this  place.  At  night  they  retired  to  the  point  of  dcbarcation.  where  they 
have  remained  ever  since.  In  their  advance  they  were  most  spiritedly  opposed  by  the 
Jersey  troops,  which  lay  in  the  neighborhood,  and  by  such  of  the  militia  as  had  an  op- 
portunity, from  their  situation  and  Ihe  suddenness  of  the  occasion,  to  turn  out.  and 
there  Is  reason  to  believe  they  were  a  good  deal  galled.  Brigadier-General  Stirling,  it 
seems  from  good  authority,  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  soon  after  they  debarked  by  our 
picket.  This  movement  of  the  enemy  brouffht  the  army  to  this  post  on  Wednesday  last. 
The  cause  which  justifies  this  insulting  manoeuvre  on  their  part  most  deeply  affects  the 
honor  of  tlhe  States — a  vindication  of  which  could  not  be  attorapted  in  the  prescni  situa- 
tion of  the  army,  without  most  eminently  hazarding  their  security— at  least  so  far  as  it 
might  depend  upon  the  safety  of  the  latter.  Such  is  our  weak,  diminished  condition. 
Our  character,  our  interest,  our  all  that  is  dear,  demand  that  the  States  should  with- 
out the  least  delay  fill  their  battalions  according  to  their  established  complement.  If  this 
is  not  done,  we  cannot  cooperate  with  the  force  so  generously  coming  from  our  ally  on 
any  large  scale,  and  (we)  may,  however  flattering  our  vle^s  of  success  may  be  thou^>vt. 
br  many,  easily  become  a  ruined  and  undone  people."— WastvVti^loTi  vti  ^ciNtwy^iT  \»»<i,^- 
doln,  14  June,  1780. 
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most  essentially  necessary  at  West  Point.  General  Knyphamn 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  remaining  at  New  York 
landed  last  Wednesday  morning  at  Elizabeth  Town,  seemingtj 
with  an  intention  to  penetrate  the  Country,  bat  after  advandig 
five  or  six  miles,  (in  which  distance  he  was  warmly  opposed  bj 
Maxwell's  Brigade  and  the  militia  hastily  assembled)  he  returned 
the  same  evening  to  Elizabeth  Town  Point,  and  the  next  day 
threw  over  his  Waggons,  part  of  his  artillery  and  some  of  his 
Horse  to  Staten  Island,  from  which  we  concluded  he  meant  to 
return  with  his  whole  force  to  his  former  positions.  But  con- 
trary to  our  expectations  he  still  remains  on  Elizabeth  Town 
Point,  and  has  brought  back  some  Cavalry,  artillery  and  8tow«. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  with  precision  the  intent  of  this 
maneuvre.  By  some  it  is  conjectured,  that  it  is  meant  to  amuse 
us  here,  while  the  whole  or  part  of  the  force  from  the  southward 
is  to  return  and  operate  against  the  posts  upon  the  North  Biver, 
the  Garrisons  of  which  are  exceedingly  reduced  by  the  expira- 
tion of  service  of  the  men  allotted  to  them.  This  carries  with 
it  the  greater  air  of  probability,  as  we  have  too  much  reason  to 
think  that  Charlestown  has  fallen  to  Sir  Henry  Clintoo.  We?t 
Point,  with  the  addition  of  General  Clinton's  Brigade  woald  be 
tolerably  secure  against  any  Coup  de  main,  and  except  it  can  !>»' 
carried  in  that  way,  it  may  be  relieved  by  reinforcements  from 
the  neighbouring  States.  From  this  short  view  of  matters,  von 
will  see  the  necessity  of  bringing  down  the  New  York  Brigade, 
unless  the  cause  of  sending  it  up  should  still  exist.  Should  voo 
therefore  be  of  opinion  that  their  service  maybe  dispensiMi  with 
at  present,  you  will  be  ph\asod  to  forward  the  inclosed,  by  Ex- 

^ss,  to  Grneral  T'linton,  which  contains  an  order  for  his  retnrn 
est  Point,  and  which  I  hope  nothing  short  of  the  most  argent 
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occasion  for  his  stay  above  will  prevent  being  sent  to  him.  I 
have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  Sir  Yr.  most  obt. 
Sepv't  Go.  Washington. 

Hon'ble  Lieut.  Gov.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt. 


(Copy  of  enclosure  mentioned  in  Document  No.  2962.  Duplicate.) 
Washington  Orders  James  Clinton  to  Return  to  West  Point. 
Head  Qrs.  Springfield,  10th  June  1780. 
D>  Sir,  From  the  accounts  which  I  have  received  from  the 
northward,  I  am  in  hopes,  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  your 
advancing  beyond  Albany.  I  put  this  Letter  under  cover  to  the 
Lieut.  Governor  with  a  desire  to  forward  it  to  you,  in  case  the 
information  he  may  have  received  of  the  retreat  of  the  Enemy 
will  justify  your  recall.  In  such  case,  you  will  return  with  the 
utmost  expedition  to  West  Point  and  put  yourself  under  the 
command  of  Genl.  Howe  or  General  Heath,  should  he  have  ar- 
rived from  Boston.  From  the  present  apprehensions  of  the  de- 
signs of  the  Enemy,  you  will  be  pleased  to  use  every  exertion 
to  reach  West  Point,  should  it  be  determined  by  the  Legislature 
that  you  may  come  down  the  River.  I  am  D'r  Sir  with  great 
regard  yr.  most  Obed't  ser't  Go.  Washington. 

Brigad'r  Genl.  Clinton. 


[No.  2964.] 

Washington  Believes  the  Time  Has  Come  for  All  the  SItates  to  Put 

Forth  the  Most  Vigorous  Efforts. 

Head  quarters,  Springfield,  June  11th,  1780. 
Gentlemen,    It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  eligible  step  at  the 
present  juncture,  to  reiterate   our   instances  with    the    ae^e^^V 


I 


! 


whole  or  the  greatest  part  of  his  force  will  shortly 
York.  The  expectation  of  the  French  fleet  and 
tainly  determine  the  enemy  to  unite  their  force. 
General  Knyphausen  still  continues  in  the  Jerse 
force  which  can  be  spared  from  New  York;  £ 
superior  to  ours.  Should  Sir  Henry  join  him  the  £ 
be  decided,  and  equal  to  almost  any  thing  the  enc 
proper  to  attempt.  It  is  true,  they  are  at  this  tim 
their  continuance  where  they  are,  proves  that  tl 
project  of  importance  in  contemplation — perhaps 
waiting  till  the  Militia  grow  tired,  and  return  hon 
are  doing  every  hour)  to  prosecute  their  designs  w 
tion.  This  would  be  a  critical  moment  for  us.  Pe 
waiting  the  arrival  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  either  1 
North  river  against  the  Highland  posts,  or  to  be 
force  against  this  army,  in  either  case,  the  most 
sequences  are  to  be  apprehended.     You  who  are  v 
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affairs,  and  it  is  high  time  we  should  recover  from  an  error  of 
80  pernicious  a  nature.  We  must  absolutely  have  a  force  of  a 
different  composition,  or  we  must  relinquish  the  contest.  In  a 
few  days  we  may  expect  to  have  to  depend  almost  wholly  on  our 
Continental  force,  and  this,  from  your  own  observation,  is  totally 
inadequate  to  our  safety. 

The  exigency  calls  loudly  upon  the  states  to  carry  all  the 
recommendations  of  the  committee  into  the  most  vigorous  and 
immediate  execution,  but  more  particularly  that  of  compleating 
our  battalions  by  a  draft,  and  with  all  the  expedition  possible. 

I  beg  leave  to  advise,  that  these  ideas  be  all  clearly  held  up 
to  the  states.  Whatever  inconvenience  there  may  be  in  diffusing 
the  knowledge  of  our  circumstances,  delicate  as  they  are,  there 
iSy  in  my  opinion,  more  danger  in  concealing  than  disclosing  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  Gentle- 
men, Your  most  obedient  &  humble  serv't 


Committee  of  Congress  for  Co-operation. 


G.  Washington. 


[No.  2965.] 
Captain  Chipman^s  Return  of  Troops  at  Fort  Edtmrd. 
Return  of  the  men  at  this  post  belonging  Col.  Harper's  Regt.  of 
Levis.    Fort  Edward  June  11  1780. 


Capt. 

Lt. 

Sargt. 

Corps. 

drum 
& 
fife 

rank 
and 
file 

Capt.  Harrlflon  Company 
Pnsant  fit  for  duty 

1 

1 

4 

3 

56 

2  Deserted 

CapL  Ghlpman'a  Company 
prwint  for  duty 

2 

3 

I 

38 

1  Deserted 

Total 

1 

1 

6 

6 

1 

94 
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[No,  29M0 

The  Gcmmandei'-inChief  Vrgrs  the  FlUinff  tp  af  HQtiaihM  fo  tic 

Limii. 

Head  quartern,  BpHti|^Aelc1,  June  12fli  1780. 
Oentlemeu,  I  have  received  infommtion  ^bicli  thotigh  wt 
official,  I  deem  autbentie^  that  some  of  the  states  have  lakes  ip 
the  measure  of  augment  lag  their  battaHoJi»  bj  a  draft  on  a !« 
eztensiye  footing  than  was  urged  in  your  circular  letter  <4  *^ 
25th  May.  Though  I  wish  to  pay  ia  every  instance  implicit  def^f 
ence  to  the  determiimtion  of  the  respective  states,  I  think  it  mj 
duty  in  the  present  crisis  once  more  to  declare  with  freedom,  thit 
I  conceive  the  measure  of  filing  oar  battalions  to  their  ftill  com- 
plemenit  fundamental  to  a  co-operation  npon  a  large  ecalc'.  Tbat 
any  thing  short  of  this  will  infallibly  compel  00  to  conflae  oar 
selves  to  a  mere  defensive  plan,  except  as  to  some  little  ptruil 
indecisive  enterpri^s  against  remote  points^  and  will  of  comw 
disappoint  the  expectations  of  onr  allies  and  protract  the  W»f, 
The  force  which  has  been  stated  as  necessary^  is  as  snaaJl  i» 
can  give  us  any  prospect  of  a  decisive  effort.  If  it  is  not  Ht- 
nished,  we  must  renounce  every  hope  of  this  kind.  It  pemaiui 
with  the  states  to  realize  the  consequences,  I  have  the  hoiwr 
to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  Gentieniea,  To* 
most  Obt.  serv't  Go*  WasbiDgtoa. 

The  Committee  of  co-operation, 
(Copy) 


[No,  2%7.] 
Patrick  Barbir  WinhcH  io  Send  Two  Womm  tn  New  T«rit 

Hanover  June  Ifltt.  ITM. 
Dear  Sir,  These  two  wemen  that  will  hand  you  this,  has  beei 
to  N.  York  as  yo\i'\  see  by  the  Permit  they  have  from  Genl.  Pttei 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  813 

>n;  they  have  urged  me  for  a  Letter  to  you  Requesting  you  to 
»t  them  go  with  their  Children.  I  am  very  shure  they  cannot  be 
f  any  service  to  us  as  they  are  now  in  Distress,  not  able  to  sub- 
iflt  their  fambleys;  the  deteaning  them  hear  prepears  the  way 
!or  their  runing  in  and  out  of  N.  York.  We  canot  imprison  them 
)r  their  Children;  they  is  to  be  keept  at  the  Expence  of  the  Pre- 
dnct.  I  should  be  very  glad  were  it  consistan  with  your  duty, 
that  they  might  be  admitted  by  you  to  pass,  as  indeed  they  are 
but  a  Burthen  to.  us  whilst  they  are  hear.  I  am,  with  esteem, 
your  Hum.  serv't  Patrick  Barber. 

His  Excelency  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 


[No.  29C8.] 

The  Subject  of  Supplies  of  Provisiom  and  of  Troops  the  Most 

Important  Before  the  People. 
(Circular) 

In  Committee  of  Congress 

Morris  Town  June  12,  1780. 
Sir,  We  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  I>etter  ad- 
dressed to  us,  by  the  Commander  in  Chief.  The  contents  will  ad- 
vise you  to  what  an  alarming  crisis  our  affairs  are  reduced.  The 
Oeneral  observes  with  great  propriety  that  this  committee  "  need 
no  arguments  to  evince  the  danger."  Indeed  we  do  not,  our 
own  observations  have  led  to  the  fullest  conviction,  that  un- 
less the  force  stated  in  our  second  letter  of  the  25th  ult.  is 
drawn  into  the  field  with  a  celerity  equal  to  the  urgency  of  the 
occasion,  that  the  period  which  is  to  end  our  Liberty  and  com- 
tDence  the  most  disgraceful  state  of  Slavery  which  human  nature 
liaBever  experienced  is  not  far  distant;  But  dark  and  gloomy  as 
lie  |«t»pect  is,  America  has  it  in  her  power  to  dispel  the  Clo\i<i 
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by  tboie  exerti0iis  of  whicb  she  is  nbandaiitly  capable,  and 
which  it  is  her  duty  to  rouse  from  tvevj  eoQBideratlon  whieli  f 
afifeet  the  bnmau  heart.  We  are  most  itidnbitably  possessed 
tbe  meaus,  where wftb  to  erpe)  the  Enemy  from  every  part 
.  the  continent,  but  it  requires  a  display  of  that  Tirtme  wbicli  i 
tiugnished  the  citizens  of  Home  when  their  state  was,  a«  onrs  lu 
is,  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  we  trust  Americans  lmpre««ed  wi 
a  proper  sense  of  tbe  blessings  of  peace.  Liberty  &  Indept^udaii 
will  follow  the  bright  example,  and  evince  to  future  ages  wl 
great  minds  are  capable  of  when  driven  to  tbe  extremity  of  d 
tress. 

We  dare  not  suppose,  Sir,  that  EfScient  measures  haire  d 
been  adopted  by  your  State  to  com  pleat  your  battallions  to  tl 
Establishment  peeommended  in  the  letter  above  referred  to,  i 
the  contrary  we  believe  that  th»*  m^n  arp  ral^f^  nr  mi^iaj,  b 
we  have  to  conjure  you  to  hasten  them  on  to  the  army  wither 
a  moment's  delay;  we  intreat  you  likewise,  to  give  the  mo 
pointed  direction,  to  induce  an  unremitting  attention  to  forwaj 
the  supplies  allotted  to  your  State  to  be  furnished,  aa  specific 
in  our  letter  of  the  2d  Instant. 

Had  the  Enemy  on  Wednesday  last  pursued  what  was  ge 
erally  believed  to  be  their  object,  our  heavy  Cannon  and  stor 
would  inevitably  have  fallen  into  their  hands,  as  our  milita 
force  was  incompetent  to  their  protection,  and  the  means  of  cc 
veying  them  to  places  more  distant,  for  want  of  Horses  &  O 
riages  out  of  our  power. 

Since  writing  the  above  a  second  letter  from  the  General  b 
been  handed  us,  a  copy  whereof  we  inclose.  Previoas  to  o 
recommendation  to  compleat  the  Battallions  to  504  Bank  ft  fl 
we  had  a  conference  with  the  General  on  the  subject,  in  whi 
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the  matter  was  thoroughly  canvassed,  and  the  necessity  of  the 
augmentation  clearly  evinced.  The  reduction  of  Charles  Town 
was  then  problematical;  we  had  even  hopes  that  it  would  have 
been  saved,  and  the  Maryland  &  Delaware  lines  have  returned 
to  this  army,  which  then  with  the  quota  requested  of  the  states 
would  have  amounted  to  about  25,000  men,  the  number  which 
Congress  had  promised  our  Illustrious  ally,  should  be  brought 
into  the  field  to  Oo-operate  with  his  troops.  It  is  now  beleived 
that  Charles  Town  is  reduced  and  the  Troops  which  defended  it 
prissoners,  consequently  we  shall  not  have  the  Maryland  &  Dela- 
ware troops;  hence  those  in  this  quarter  will  be  less  by  nearly 
three  thousand  men  than  our  Estimate,  we  therefore  most 
earnestly  intreat  that  no  deduction  may  be  made  from  the  num- 
bers we  have  stated  as  necessary.  We  are  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect &  Esteem  Your  mo^t  Obed't  &  Very  Humble  servants 

Ph:  Schuyler. 

Jno.  Mathews. 

Nath.  Peabody. 
To  the  Governor  of  the  state  of  New  York. 


[No.  2969.] 

General   Schuyler   Urges   (rovemor   CUnton  to   Push  Forward   a 

Supply  of  Flour  Without  Delay. 

Morristown,  June  12  1780. 
D'r  Sir,  The  Enemy  still  retain  the  position  they  took  on 
Thursday  last  at  Elizabeth  Town  Point;  various  are  the  Con- 
jectures on  what  operations  they  have  in  contemplation,  the  most 
prevalent  is,  a  rapid  movement  to  attempt  our  posts  in  the  High- 
lands, 88  soon  as  they  shall  be  reinforced  by  the  troops  from 
Carolina,  which  are  hourly  expected.    The  Commawd^^  Vii  C:»\sAfe\ 
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i^>prefaeiids  it,  and  hu  intreated  tiie  Oommtttoe  niMt  eanoti^ 

to  press  the  States  of  FensylTania,  Delaware  and  Maijkuid,  te 

a  supply  of  floor,  without  which  he  eeooeiTes  it   would  be  t 

dangerous  manoevre  to  more  the  army  to  the  EBghlaiidfl»  as  ttej 

might  risk  being  starved;  we  have  already  forwarded  dispatctet 

to  the  GoTemors  of  the  above  mentioned  states  and  this  eoav^ 

ance  carries  one  to  Governor  Tramboll  on  the  same  Subject  U 

yoar  Excellency  or  the  legislature  can  possibly  Procure  a  quiB- 

tity  of  flour  I  intreat  no  time  may  be  lost  in  forwarding  it  to  the 

garrisson ;  i>ermitt  me  also  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  holding  the 

militia  in  readiness  to  reinforce  the  garrisson. 

I  have  intreated  my  colleagues  in  Congress  to  hasten  on  tbe 

new  bills  designed  for  our  state,  perhaps  they  are  already  ex 

pedited;  The  moment  I  am   advised  of   any  movement  of  tiie 

Enemy  which  may  point  to  our  state  I  shall  advise  you  thereof 

by  Express.    I  am  Dear  Sir,  with  every  Sentim^it  of  respect  and 

Esteem  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Humble  Servant 

Ph:  Schuyler. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  &c.  &c. 


[No.  2970.] 
THE  PURSUIT  OF  SIR  JOHN  JOHNSON. 
Governor  Clinton  RepoHs  the  Failure  of  the  Expedition  to  Gtneml 
Washington — Dispositions  of  Janves  CUnton's  Brigade. 

Kingston,  13th  June  ITS^l 

Dear  Sir,    Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  10th  Instant  a«l 

dressed  to  Lieut.  Gov'r  Ck)rtlandt  was  delivered  to  me  yesterday 

Evening.     I  immediately  forwarded  by  Express  your  Letter  to 

Brig'r  Genl.  James  Clinton  &  urged  him  to  the  utmost  Expedition 

^18  March  to  West  Point.    I  inclose  your  Excellency  a  Copy 
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of  a  Letter  from  my  Brother  of  the  10th  Instant,  giving  the 
particalar  Di8po[si]tion  of  the  Regts.  of  his  Brigade;  by  which 
it  appears  that  Colo.  Gaansevoort's  was  employed  in  escorting 
a  Supply  of  Provission  to  Fort  Schuyler;  as  this  appeared  to  me 
to  be  a  Business  of  too  much  Importance  to  admit  of  Delay  or 
be  entrusted  to  the  Care  of  a  Weak  Party,  I  have,  therefore, 
taken  the  Liberty  of  advising  him  to  continue  the  Regt.  in  that 
Service  until  it  shall  be  accomplished,  which  I  hope  will  meet 
your  Excellency's  approbation. 

I  am  apprehensive  that  the  other  three  Regiments  (they  having 
previous  to  the  Receipt  of  your  Excellency's  order  marched  to 
their  respective  Stations  mentioned  in  my  Brother's  Letter)  will 
not  be  able  to  reach  West  Point  on  as  early  a  Day  as  might  have 
been  expected. 

The  Militia  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Posts  of  the  Highlands  were, 
before  I  left  Pokeepsie,  put  under  orders  to  hold  themselves  in 
constant  Readiness  to  take  the  Field  on  the  shortest  Notice  and 
on  the  Signals  of  an  alarm  being  given,  those  on  the  West  Side 
of  the  River  are  to  repair  to  West  Point,  &  those  on  the  East 
Side  are  to  rendevous  at  Fishkill,  &  there  wait  for  further  orders; 
of  this  I  apprized  Genl.  Howe  at  the  Time,  &  I  now  write  to  him 
on  the  Subject,  &  if  it  shoud  be  thought  necessary  by  your  Ex- 
cellency, I  will  immediately  order  such  Part  of  them  to  West 
Point  as  your  Excellency  or  Genl.  Howe  may  direct  untill  the 
arival  of  Genl.  Clinton's  Brigade. 

Your  Excellency's  several  Letters  of  the  23d  &  28th  Ulto.  & 
2d  Inst,  were  received  &  opened  by  Lieut.  Gov'r  Cortlandt  in  my 
absence,  &  such  of  them  as  were  proper  to  be  communicated  to 
the  Legislature  with  the  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Congress 
of  the  25th  (?)  Ultimo  were  laid  before  them,  &  I  am  happy  in 
52 


^viuany  Willi  ail  iiiLeuiiuii  lu  iiiiereepi  lue  rjiifnuy  ui 
Johnson  in  their  Retreat  from  Tryon  County,  or  to 
Schuyler  if  invested,  as  I  then  apprehended  migt 
the  Case;  on  my  arival  at  Albany,  I  soon  had  ReoB 
that  the  Reports  of  a  Force  having  marched  ag't  th 
calculated  to  favour  Sir  John's  Incursion,  &  as  thi 
collected,  he  had  retired  about  6  Miles  from  Johnc 
preparing  to  return  to  Canada  by  a  Route  more  Xoi 
that  by  which  he  Qntered  the  Country.  I,  theref 
Colo.  Van  Schaick,  who  was  at  Fort  Hunter  to  m 
&  hang  close  upon  &  harrass  his  Rear,  to  afford  Tii 
gain  his  Front,  with  the  Militia  to  the  North  of  A 
I  expected  to  have  been  able  to  effect,  by  striking 
Patent  from  Fort  Edward;  But  before  my  Letter  r 
Van  Schaick,  the  Militia  in  that  Quarter  being  oi 
sion,  &  finding  S'r  John  retiring,  were  returning 
was  also  the  Case  with  those  who  had  assembled  i 
to  have  found  at  Fort  Kdward.     Under  these  Circ 

fniiiul     it     Tipr*PK<i;jirv    to  nltpv  niv    Plfin    fn    fViof    r\^    ir> 
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Edward,  and  a  Detachm't  of  Warner's  Regt.,  crossed  Lake 
George,  but  tho  I  had  a  Force  superior  to  that  of  the  Enemy, 
advanced  as  far  as  Bull  Wagers  Bay,  the  Place  at  which  the 
Enemy  embarked  below  Crown  Point,  within  Eight  Days  after 
my  leaving  this  Place,  I  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  find,  judging 
by  the  Information  of  our  Scouts,  &  by  the  appearance  of  the 
Bushes  &  bark,  the  Enemy  had  prepared  to  hut  themselves  but 
did  not  put  up,  &  by  other  marks  as  well  as  the  Sailing  of  their 
Vessels,  we  were  not  more  than  Six  Hours  too  late.  \  I  woud  fain 
hope,  however,  that  the  attempt  tho  unsuccessful!,  may  be  at- 
tended with  the  good  Effect  of  deterring  the  Enemy  from  a 
similar  Enterprize,  as  it  will  at  least  discover  to  them  the  Danger 
which  may  attend  it. 

I  think  it  my  Duty  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  on  my  Re- 
quest, I  was  joined  by  a  Party  of  240  of  the  Militia  of  the  Grants 
under  Colo.  Warren  &  Major  Allen,  whose  Behaviour  on  this  Oc- 
cassion  in  every  Respect  was  very  agreable  to  me. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  will  pardon  me  in  troubling  you  with 
this  long  Detail,  as  I  wish  it  only  to  be  received  as  an  appology 
for  not  succeed'g  in  an  attempt  which  I  gave  you  Reason  to  be- 
lieve was  practicable  &  which  undoubtedly  might  have  been 
effected,  had  I  found  matters  in  the  Train  I  had  reason  to  have 
expected.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  Respect  & 
Esteem,  D'r  Sir,  your  most  Obed't  Serv't  [G.  C] 

His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington. 


[No.  2971.] 

Another  Indian  Raid  in  the  Mohawk  Valley. 

(Copy)  Schohary,  Middle  Fort,  June  the  14th,  1780. 

D'r  Gtenl,    This  morning  I  am  informed  a  party  of  Indians 

came  to  the  House  of  William  Bouck,  two  Miles  above  the  Upper 
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Fort;  took  bim  a  young  Woman  and  four  Blacks  Prisonen;  tber 

were  seen  at  Hendrick  Mattices  in  the  Breackebeen  this  morning. 

Lieut.  Harper  and  Lieut.  Vroman  with  Forty  Men  are  in  pnr- 

suit  of  them;  expect  I  will  be  able  to  give  yon  a  better  acconnt 

by  to  morrow.    We  have  a  Scout  out  for  Ynnadella  who  left  thii 

last  Saturday  and  do  not  expect  them  in  before  the  latter  End  of 

this  or  the  beginning  of  next  week.    I  would  have  writ  yoa  sooner 

but  first  wanted  to  know  the  certainty  of  it  and  what  Course  thej 

had  taken.    I  am,  D'r  General,  your  humble  Ser't 

n  /^     1  m      T>        1  Peter  Vroman. 

B.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck. 


[No.  2972.] 

New  York  Troops  Along  the  Lower  Hudson  Under  Orders  to  Tafcf 
the  Field  on  the  Shortest  Notice. 

Kingston,  14th  June,  17S0. 
Dear  Sir,  Your  Favour  of  the  6th  Instant  did  not  come  to  my 
HandH  until  after  my  Return  from  the  northward  or  it  should 
have  been  earlier  answered.  I  with  great  DiflSculty  got  on  a 
Force  superior  to  S>  John's  Party,  but  was  not  able  to  head  him 
or  gain  his  Place  of  P^mbarkation,  (at  Bullwagers  Bay  about  -^ 
Miles  West  of  Crown  Point)  untill  about  Six  Hours  after  bt- 
loft  it. 

T1k»  late  Movements  of  the  Enemy  towards  New  Jersey  has  in 

dnced  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  to  order  my  Brother'^ 

Brigade  to  West  Point  of  which  I  presume  you  are  aprized.    But 

I  f<*ar  from  their  ra[Md  marcli  up.  they  will  not  return  so  soon  rt> 

be  wished,  or  his  Excelh»ncy  the  (ienl.  may  be  lead  to  ex|»e«i 

Divission  of  them  were  marched  for  Tryon  County  &  tb*- 

r  Fort  Edward,  hefore  the  orders  coud  possibly  reach  them 
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and  one  of  the  Regiments  was  detached  as  an  Escort  to  a  Supply 
of  Provission  for  Fort  Schuyler. 

Before  I  left  Poukeepsie  to  attend  the  Legislature  at  this  Place, 
I  put  tLe  Militia  of  the  South  End  of  Ulster,  North  End  of  Orange 
County  &  of  the  whole  of  Dutchess  County,  under  orders  to  hold 
themselves  in  constant  Readiness  to  take  the  Field  on  the  shortest 
notice.  On  the  Signal  of  an  alarm  being  given,  those  of  Ulster  & 
Orange  were  immediately  to  repair  to  West  Point  &  those  of 
Dutchess  to  rendevouz  at  Fishkill  &  there  wait  for  further  orders. 
If  I  recollect  Right  I  advised  you  of  this  at  the  Time  but  least  I 
may  be  mistaken  I  now  mention  it  that  on  any  Sudden  Emer- 
gency before  the  arival  of  my  Brother's  Brigade,  the  necessary 
Steps  may  be  taken  to  avail  yourself  of  their  assistance. 

Your  approbation  of  the  Conduct  of  this  State  gives  me  par- 
ticular Pleasure,  and  I  am  happy.  Sir,  to  be  able  to  assure  you 
that  the  agreeable  manner  in  which  you  have  exercised  your  Com- 
mand, has  greatly  facilitated  their  Exertions  to  serve  the  Army 
&  advance  the  common  Interest.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  my 
D'r  Sir,  with  the  sincerest  Sentiments  of  Respect  &  Esteem,  your 
most  Obed't  Serv't  [G.  C] 

Genl.  Howe. 


[No.  2973.] 

The  Governiyr  to  the  New  York  Delegates  in  Congt^ss  on  Current 

Topics, 

Kingston,  June  14''  1780. 

Gent'n,  I  am  favoured  with  your  respective  Letters  of  the  25" 

of  May  last  &  the  2d  &  3d  of  June  instant,  an^  the  Resolutions 

of  Congress  therein  inclosed.     My  absence  on  the  frontiers  of 

this  State  with  the  Militia  in  an  attempt  to  intercept  Sir  John 
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upon  Iiis  retreat  to  Canada  prevented  me  from  answering  jot 
fiooner.  The  many  difficulties  I  had  to  enconnter  with,  in  fondA- 
ing  Battoes  &  provisions,  for  the  Transportation  &  8a]>slftentt 
of  the  militia  across  Lake  George  nnavoidably  retarded  mj  prog- 
ressy  so  as  to  frustrate  my  object.  Sir  John  liad  embarked  on 
Lake  Camplain  about  six  hours  before  my  arrival  (wliich  wason 
the  8th  Day  after  I  left  this  Place)  with  a  soperiw  force  at  BaD- 
wagers  Bay  about  three  miles  west  of  &owtt  Point. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  the  militia  on  this  occa- 
sion turned  out  with  greatest  alacrity,  and  I  have  every  reason 
to  conclude  could  they  have  been  brought  to  action,  they  woold 
have  behaved  with  spirit. 

Previous  to  my  crossing  the  Lake  I  had  requested  Coll.  Warren 
and  Major  Allen,  to  join  me  at  Ticonderoga,  with  such  of  the 
militia  as  they  could  collect  on  the  Grants,  and  their  punctuality, 
and  readiness  in  complying  with  my  request  with  about  240  men 
does  tbem  great  honor, 

I  most  sensibly  feel  the  disagreeable  situation  in  which  yoa  are 
left  at  Philadelphia  in  the  Service  of  your  Country  &  our  Letters 
on  this  Subject  are  now  before  the  Legislature  &  my  endeavoors 
shall  not  be  wanting  to  procure  you  an  adequate  compensation. 

I  am  happy  in  the  receipt  of  the  Resolution  of  Congress  repro- 
bating the  conduct  of  some  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Grants,  and 
requiring  them  to  abstain  from  farther  acts  of  power  as  a  sepe- 
rate  and  Independant  state.  It  may  possibly  check  a  spirit 
amongst  them,  which  I  have  every  convincing  proof  actuates 
^them  farther  to  extend  their  assumed  Jurisdiction,  and  to  inforce 
implicit  obedience  to  their  authority. 

Major  Iluut  waits  at  this  place  for  printed  Copies  of  the  Reso- 
lution which  Geul.  Scott  transmitted  to  me. 
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Tho'  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  the  Establishment  of  a  post  at 
Shehokank  agreable  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress  will  greatly 
contribute  to  the  security  of  several  of  the  Frontier  Settlements, 
yet  considering  the  exhausted  state  of  our  Treasury  and  the 
variety  of  other  Business,  which  at  this  Important  Crisis  will 
necessarily  engage  my  attention,  I  fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to  enter 
upon  that  Business  at  least  nntill  the  rising  of  the  Legislature  & 
untill  the  Measures  which  we  have  now  in  meditation  for  enabling 
us  to  Cooperate  with  our  allies,  are  fully  carried  into  Execu- 
tion. 

Since  the  departure  of  Sir  John,  about  20  Savages  made  their 
appearance  at  the  Qerman  Flatts  and  burnt  two  Houses  and 
three  barns.  Part  of  the  small  militia  Garrison  at  Fort  Herke- 
mar  sallyed  out  and  drove  them  off.  This  account  I  received 
from  Genl.  Clinton,  who  is  now  at  Albany  and  he  supposes,  they 
were  a  detachment  of  Sir  John's  army  who  meant  by  this  means 
to  make  a  diversion  to  favour  his  retreat. 

The  latest  accounts  from  New  York,  are  truly  disagreeable. 
They  carry  the  appearance  of  Truth,  and  if  so,  Charles  Town  is 
DO  more  ours;  this  will  possibly  encourage  them  to  farther  at- 
temptB,  and  I  am  not  without  apprehensions  of  having  a  visit 
from  them  this  way. 

I  shall  always  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  either  collectively 

or  individually,  privately  or  officially,  but  the  urgent  calls  on  me 

to  attend  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  militia  I  am 

afraid,  will  prevent  me  from  being  punctual  in  my  answers.    I 

have  the  Honor  to  be,  Gentlemen,  with  the  most  perfect  Respect  • 

&  Esteem  &c.  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 

The  Honorable  The  Delegates  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
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[Nos.  2974,  2976,] 
Sergeant-Major  Wilson  Makes  a  Return  of  Dutchess  County 

Fifihkil  June  14th  1780. 

Yoar  Excelency  will  Pardon  my  Boaldness,  bnt  I  think  it  i^ 
Duty  to  Wright  to  you,  to  Inform  yon  that  I  was  left  by  order 
Capt.  Daniel  Williams,  to  Bring  on  the  Beere  of  the  New  Lem 
Baised  in  the  County  of  Dutches  State  of  New  York,  which  tiie 
Enclosed  is  a  Betum  of  the  Saim,  that  has  Been  Becey'd  at  thii 
Place,  from  the  Diflfrent  Bidgments.  Your  Honner  will  Pleas  to 
Examin  it;  and,  Sir,  I  have  Sent  to  the  Several  Colos.  that  hai 
not  sent  their  Quoto  Diffrent  times  but  Beceve  nither  answer  nor 
men.  Since  Livt.  Dyckman  left  me,  I  have  maid  a  General  R^ 
turn  of  those  that  has  gon  from  this  Place  at  Several  Times  to 
Esopus. 

Your  Honner  Pleases  Should  be  glad  to  Know  what  I  most  doe 
in  Respect  of  waiting  for  the  Delinquents. 

Tbe  Place  of  Raiidivoze  is  at  Mr.  Obediah  Copers.     I  am  jonr 
Honers  most  obedient  Humbel  Servent, 

Jesse  Wilson,  S.  M.  [Sergeant  major]. 

George  Clinton,  Esqr. 


Kingston  ir>th  June  17S0. 
Sir,  I  have  rec'd  your  Letter  of  the  14th  Instant  with  the  Re- 
turn of  the  Levies  it  inclosed.  I  have  directed  Genl.  fc?warthoudt 
to  cause  the  l)efi(ien<'es  to  be  made  up  immediately  &  you  are  :o 
continue  at  the  Place  of  Rendevouz  to  receive  them  until  my 
furtlier  orders  making  Report  to  me  by  every  Opportunity  of  tbe 

numbers  which  arive  •S:  are  under  your  Charge.     I  am  Jto. 

G.  C. 
^^erut.  Jesse  Willson. 
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to  disguise  their  real  Designs,  I  have  been  led  to 
to  discover  their  Intentions  if  possible.  Prom  En 
intelligent  &  trusty,  who  I  have  employed  upon  th 
learn  that  they  keep  their  Vessels  &  Boats  all  re 
Board  of  some  of  them  are  a  number  of  Batteri; 
mortars,  with  the  necessary  ammunition,  a  large  Q 
trenching  Tools,'  &  other  Field  Implements,  &  wit] 
apparatus  requisite  to  a  Siege,  or  to  Field  action- 
thought,  &  that  upon  good  grounds,  they  would 
from  Charles  Town,  &  that  this  Post  was  their 
which  they  made  themselves  certain,  having  an  1 
Battalions  were  so  diminished  we  should  be  an  easy 
short  ev'ry  Information  of  my  own  makes  it  proba 
mean  to  attack  this  Post,  &  that  soon — •  &  Genl.  Wa 
impressed  with  the  Idea,  that  he  ha«  written  me  in 
to  be  prepared  at  all  Points,  &  seems  to  think  that 
be  necessary.     I  thought  it  proper  to  give  your  E: 


T^*,v«,*w»4.:,.* 
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may  govern  yourself  accordingly.  I  sincerely  wish  the  Necessity 
of  Service  would  have  admitted  the  Brigade  of  your  State  to 
have  remained  here,  where  their  Services  would  have  been  essen- 
tial. 

I  have  obtained  an  exact  Detail  of  the  Enemy's  Regiments  & 
the  Number  of  them  now  in  Jersey,  of  which  I  inclose  your  Ex- 
cellency a  CQpy,  &  upon  which  you  may  rely.  I  should  be  happy 
to  hear  from  you  &  am  with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem  & 
Respect,  Dear  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Humble  Ser- 
vant Robert  Howe. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Troops  with  Genl.  Knyphousin  in  the  Jerseys. 

54th  Regiment  at  Paulus  Hook 


37  Regt. 

500 

57  do 

300 

26  do 

280 

43  do 

400 

Yaugers 

700 

2  Regiment  of  Ansp's 

1000 

2  Hessians 

1000 

Guards 

200 

Artillery 

200 

Pioneers 

100 

•• 
Detachments 

500 

42  Regiments 

800 

Cavalry 

120 

6100 
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D'r  S'r,  I  have  this  moment  received  yours  of  the  15th  Inst. 

On  the  14th  I  had  the  hon'r  of  writing  you  fully  on  the  Subje 
to  which  y'r  letter  relates,  forwarded  yesterday  by  Sir  James  Ja 
and  to  which  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you.  The  militia  ha> 
long  since  had  my  orders  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  tal 
the  field  on  the  shortest  notice;  but  these  have  been  so  often  r 
peated,  and  no  event  occurring  to  call  them  out,  I  fear  that  whe 
their  services  are  wanted  the  may  esteem  my  latest  orders  obs 
lete;  to  prevent  this,  I'm  jyersuaded  that  a  line  from  you,  Sir, 
Brigadier  Genl.  Swartwout,  of  Dutchess  County,  and  to  the  of 
cers  commanding  regiments  on  the  west  side  of  the  River,  < 
this  occasion  might  be  attended  with  the  most  salutary  effeci 

The  intelligence  you  favour  me  with  respecting  the  Enemy- 
am  much  obliged  to  you  for  and  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect  yo 
most  obdt.  serv't  G.  C. 

[To  Gen.  Robert  Howe.] 
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will  be  complied  with,  but  that  such  Oompliance  will  be  as  im- 
mediate as  the  public  wants  are  urgent.  The  Letters  from  our 
Committee  at  Head  Quarters  to  you,  state  those  wants  without 
Exaggeration.  They  state  some  facts  and  leave  to  your  Judg- 
ments to  supply  others  which  it  would  have  been  improper  to 
commit  to  paper.  The  object  of  this  address  is  only  to  inforce 
their  requests,  and  to  intreat  you  not  to  repose  your  Safety  upon 
the  Spirit  &  vigilence  of  others,  while  any  means  within  your 
own  power  are  left  untried.  The  present  occasion  calls  for  the 
united  force  of  America.  It  gives  us  great  Ck)n8olation  that,  not- 
withstanding the  Difficulties  in  which  we  are  involved,  the  Re- 
sources of  the  States,  if  speedily  applied,  are  sufficient  to  releive 
us  from  them. 

Every  State  in  the  union  is  bound  by  the  strongest  obligations 
to  afford  us  their  aid,  and  we  trust  that  at  this  critical  Emergency 
no  present  ease  or  convenience  of  Individuals  will  be  put  in  com- 
petition with  the  lasting  Happiness  of  millions.  That  the  Rulers 
of  States  will  not  hesitate  to  exert  their  utmost  authority,  and 
that  the  people  have  too  much  understanding  to  refuse  a  tempo- 
rary Submission  to  such  vigorous  Exertions  as  are  necessary  to 
secure  them  from  continued  oppression  &  established  Tyranny. 

A  common  Council  involves  the  power  of  Direction.  Let  not 
our  measures  be  checked  or  controuled  by  the  negligence  or  par- 
tial views  &  Interests  of  seperate  communities  while  they  pro- 
fess to  be  members  of  one  Body.  Too  long  have  the  dearest  in- 
terests of  America  been  sacrificed  to  present  E^se.  Too  many 
of  us  have  slept  in  false  Security.  Let  us  awake  before  the  Sea- 
son for  successful  Exertion  is  passed.  Judge  you  whether  the 
loss  of  Charlestown  and  the  Situation  of  your  Grand  Army  do 
not  call  for  every  spirited  Effort.     The  object  which  claim  Y<ivwL 
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D'r  S'r,  I  have  tliis  moment  received  ^oers  of  tlii*  15th  iii«l. 

On  the  14th  I  had  the  hou'r  of  writing  you  tuUy  on  thf?  Hijlijpft 
to  which  y'r  letter  relates,  forwarded  yesterday  hy  8ir  Jami-«  Jaj 
and  to  which  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  yoa*  The  tnilttia  Hit* 
long  since  had  my  orders  to  hold  themselves  Id  readine^  to  tikr 
the  field  on  the  shortest  notice;  but  the»e  have  been  so  oft«*ii  n^ 
peatedy  and  no  event  occurring  to  call  them  out,  1  fear  that  vte 
their  services  are  wanted  the  may  r-teem  my  latest  orders  Q\m^ 
lete;  to  prevent  thi^,  Pm  persuaded  that  a  line  from  you,  Sir,  t(* 
Brigadier  Qenl.  Swartwoiit,  of  Dutchess  County,  and  to  tk^oRt 
cers  commanding  legiinente  on  the  west  side  of  the  River,  ** 
this  occasion  miglit  be  attended  with  the  most  salutary  effee!*. 

The  intelligence  you  favour  me  with  respecting  the  Enemj  I 
am  much  obliged  to  you  for  and  am,  Sir,  with  great  respeet  yonr 
most  obdt.  serv't  O.  C 

[To  Gen.  Robert  Howe,] 

"  \ 

[No.  2977.] 
The  United  Force  of  America  Needed  at  This  Crisis. 
Circular. 

Sir,  Congress  repeat  their  application*  to  your  State.  They 
would  willingly  hope  that  their  former  Representations  have  not 
been  ineffectual,  and  that  the  States  are  persuing  Measures  to 
enable  our  armies  to  take  the  field,  with  a  force  superior  to  that 
of  the  Enemy,  and  with  such  ample  Supplies  of  Provision  as  will 
not  only  maintain  them  in  plenty,  but  enable  the  commander  in 
Chief,  if  necessary,  on  any  extraordinary  occasion  to  avail  bim^W 
of  the  aid  of  the  militia.  But  upon  these  Hopes  Congress  dare 
not  rely.  Every  moment  presses.  It  is  necessary  they  shouW 
have  the  most  explicit  assurances  not  only  that  their  Bequisitioo^ 
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works,  to  apply  to  you  for  such  a  number  of  militia  as  will  make 
up  the  deficiency  till  the  arrival  of  the  New  York  Brigade.  I 
entreat  your  Excellency  to  comply  with  his  request.  I  have  the 
Honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  &  regard,  y'r  Excellency's 
most  obedt.  s't  .    Go.  Washington. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Clinton. 

P.  S.  I  request  the  favor  of  you  to  give  General  Howe  such 
aid  of  transportation  or  otherwise  as  he  may  stand  in  need  of  for 
supplyrng  the  garrison. 

Governor  Clinton's  Response. 

Poukeepsie  17th  June  1780. 

D'r  Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  your  Excellency's 
Dispatch  of  the  15th  Inst,  accompanied  by  a  Letter  from  Major 
Genl.  Howe,  in  Consequence  of  which  I  have  ordered  a  Detach- 
ment of  800  of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  most  contiguous  to  the 
Posts  in  the  Highlands  to  march  &  join  him  with  the  utmost 
Expedition.  I  have  also  issued  a  Genl.  Impress  Warrant  to  Colo. 
BOay,  for  all  the  Teems  in  Dutchess  &  Ulster  &  the  North  End  of 
Orange  &  in  the  Manor  of  Livingston  in  the  County  of  Albany 
for  forwarding  the  necessary  Supplies  of  Provision  &  removing 
the  public  Stores  if  necessary. 

Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  10th  Instant  addressed  to  Lent. 
Gov'r  Cortland  was  handed  to  me  on  the  12th,  and  the  order 
which  it  enclosed  to  Brig'r  Genl.  Clinton,  was  immediately  for- 
warded to  him  by  Express  with  Directions  to  make  every  pos- 
sible Exertion  to  accelerate  the  March  of  his  Brigade  to  West 
Point  Gansevoort'S  Regt.  which  was  detached  as  an  Escort  to 
Provission  for  Fort  Schuyler  excepted  until  that  Service  shoud 
be  performed. 
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On  tbe  16th  Instant  I  did  myself  the  Honor  of  writing  to 
Excellency,  informing  you  of  the  above  &  inclosing  a  copjrfa 
letter  from  my  Brother  dated  the  14th  acknowledging  the 
of  your  Excellency's  Orders  &c.  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  im 
yesterday  informed  (tho  not  officially)  by  a  gentleman  who  kft 
Albany  the  Day  before,  that  every  efiFort  was  making  to 
the  march  of  Genl.  Clinton's  Brigade  to  West  Point  ft  that 
Gansevoort's  Begt.  which  was  at  the  greatest  Distance,  wu  es- 
pected  woud  arive  at  Schenectady  last  Night.  I  have  the  Hosor 
to  be  with  the  most  perfect  Respect  &  Esteem,  D'r  Sir,  yonr  moit 
Obed't  Serv't  Geo.  Clinton. 

P.  S.    I  return  to  Kingston  on  Monday. 
[To  Gen.  Washington.] 


[No.  2979.] 
General  Howe  Strengthens  His  Position  at  West  Point. 

Highlands,  16th  June  17S0. 
Dear  Sir,  Since  my  last  letter  acquainting  you  that  mj  in- 
formation gave  me  to  think  that  the  Enemy  had  a  design  a^raiut 
this  post,  I  have  had  many  circumstances  to  confirm  me  in  thii 
Opinion,  and  I  believe  I  may  add  that  it  is  out  of  doubt,  my  pres- 
ent situation  as  to  strength  makes  it  necessary  to  call  oo  jow  ; 
Exoelitncy  to  reinforce  me  without  the  least  Delay  with  Eight 
Hundred  Militia,  and  to  add  that  not  one  moment  should  be  lo*i; 
it  also  is  my  Duty  to  say,  that  the  immediate  return  of  the  Xew 
York  Brigade  to  this  post  would  not  only  be  eligible  but  is  become 
absolniely  necessary;  as  the  safety  of  this  post  is  so  very  emen- 
tial  to  this  state  in  particular,  and  tbe  common  cause  io  gen«il 
that  it  ought  in  my  opinion  to  precede  almost  every  other  C» 
sideranon. 
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;  Occasion  calls  for  the  utmost  exertion  to  bring  np  our  supplies 
pnidy  therefore,  I  take  the  Liberty  to  solicit  most  earnestly,  the 
■niBtance  of  your  State  to  effect  it,  to  whom  I  have  never  yet 
qiplied  in  vain,  and  upon  which,  upon  this  important  Occasion, 
i&d  in  this  critical  point  of  time,  I  absolutely  rely  and  assure 
Miyfielf  I  will  not  be  disapointed.  I  am  compePd  by  necessity  to 
call  up  the  Detachment  upon  the  lines,  of  which  I  inform  you, 
Br,  that  you  may  strengthin  the  Militia  there,  if  you  think  it 
proper,  though  the  Views  of  the  Enemy  are  so  much  more  impor- 
tant at  this  crisis,  that  puny  enterprises  will  not  I  am  pursuaded 
daim  their  attention.  I  am.  Dear  sir,  with  great  Respect  and 
rincere  esteem  and  Regard  Your  Excellency's  most  obt.  Servant 

-w    ^      11  r^  />i-  X  Robert  Howe. 

Bis  Excellency  Governor  Clmton. 


[No.  2980.] 

Oeneral  Hotce  Still  Appeals  far  Reinforoements. 

Highlands,  16th  June  1780. 

4  Dear  Sir,  Since  mine  of  this  morn'g,  I  am  honored  with  yours 

ifl  the  14th  Inst.     I  am  sorry  your  Enterprize  had  not  all  the 

Mccess  you  wish'd.     Success  depends  upon  contingencies,  but  I 

^tm  certain  you  deserved  it.     Informations  this  moment  make  it 

■tOI  more  necessary  to  press  on  your  Excellency  the  necessity  of 

■^  being  reinforced,  &  that  instantly. 

1  am  concerned  to  hear  that  the  Brigade  of  your  «tate  is  so 

■temote.    Believe  me,  Sir,  they  should  be  hastened  down  by  every 

iible  method  &  exertion. 

Hie  approbation  you  assure  me  my  conduct  has  met  with  from 

IT  very  respectable  state,  since  I  have  been  invested  with  this 

DDand,  &  your  Polite  method  of  informing  me  of  it  do  isie  \X\fe 
53 
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highest  Honor,  &  lay  me  onder  griBSt  obligatian.    I 
my  gratitude  by  redoubled  efforte  to  serve  thenu    I 
Sir,  wi^  the  greatest  Respect  &  Begard  .your  Bzoelimicy^  i 
obedient  Robert  Hove..  x\ 

[To  G.  C]  ' 

t 

[No.  2981.] 

Governor  Clinton  Anxious  to  Recruit  a  Company  in  the  DispM 

District. 

Kingston,  Jnne  16th  1780. 

Sir,  This  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have*  had  of  answeriis 
your  Letters  of  the  11th  of  April  &  2d  of  May.  Immediate^ 
upon  the  Receipt  of  these  Letters  I  transmitted  Copies  of  thea 
to  the  Delegates  from  this  State  in  Congress  by  Major  Hot 
whom  I  dispatched  to  Philadelphia  and  to  whom  I  must  refer 
you  for  particulars.  A  Copy  of  my  Letter  to  the  Delegates  npoi 
this  occasion  you  have  inclosed. 

The  Resolutions  of  Congress*  which  you  will  receive  by  Mijor 
Hunt  I  trust  will  have  thewished  for  Effect  to  preserve  the  Petce 
of  the  Country  until  the  Dispute  can  be  judicially  determined 
and  which  I  have  every  Reason  to  believe  is  deferred  only  for 
the  Reasons  set  forth  in  the  Resolutions,  and  that  the  Inetaat 
there  is  a  full  Representation  in  Congress  and  the  public  affain 
are  in  such  Situation  as  that  they  can  with  Propriety  attend  to 
this  Business,  it  will  be  put  in  a  Course  of  Decision.  SbonM 
your  ncijirhbours  notwithstanding  in  Contempt  of  the  authority  of 
Congress  and  at  the  Hazard  of  the  welfare  of  the  vhole  Coo- 
federation  by  embroiling  its  members  in  a  civil  war  at  thiftCriiil. 
still  persevi^re  in  their  Usurpations,  I  must  recommend  it  tojo^ 


•See  page  797,  toolnole. 
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|M  to  BQbmit  voluntarily  but  at  the  same  time  that  in  your 
Ifesistiinee  you  will  be  guided  by  Prudence,  reflecting  that  the 
Mde  Force  of  all  the  States  will  not  only  be  shortly  called  forth, 
feot  will  be  necessary  to  ensure  Success  to  the  great  intended 
Operations  against  the  Common  Enemy,  and  consequently  that, 
fcowever,  at  another  time  it  might  be  in  our  Power,  and  at  all 
times  my  sincerest  Desire,  to  releive  and  Protect  you,  yet  that 
b  the  present  Conjuncture  the  Power  of  the  State    must    be 
Urected  to  another,  and  I  feel  assured  your  own  Candor  will 
Indoce  you  to  admit,  a  more  important  object. 
.  In  a  late  Conversation,  while  at  the  northward,  with  several 
PMple  from  the  Grants,  they  affect  to  complain  of  jou,  that  you 
■re  totally  exempt  from  public  Burthens.       Considering  their 
mm  Conduct  it  is  singular  that  they  should  make  this  Complaint 
tgainst  you,  and  altho'  it  is  almost  evidently  without  Cause,  yet 
I  eoold  wish  that  even  the  appearance  of  a  Cause  might  be  re- 
moved, and,  therefore,  would  recommend  that  a  Company  might 
he  raised  in  the  well  affected  Towns  to  serve  for  three  months 
fpom  the  15th  of  July  next.    These  men  I  would  attach  to  the 
Xevies  required  of  this  State  to  serve  with  the  Continental  army 
la  the  intended  operations  against  the  Enemy  in  the  Southern 
jarts  of  the  State.    Many  Reasons  might  be  given  to  show  the 
Propriety  of  this  measure,  which  I  have  mentioned  to  Major  Hunt 
waA  desired  him  to  communicate  them  to  you.    If  it  should  be 
aore  agreeable  to  your  People  to  remain  in  the  neighbourhood,  I 
;"irill  station  them  at  Skeenesborough,  but  for  certain  Reasons 
^d  for  which  I  must  also  refer  you  to  Major  Hunt)  I  could  rather 
t  Irish  they  would  consent  to  serve  in  the  Southern  parts  of 
the  State  and  that  they  would  repair  as  soon  as  embodied  to  Fish 
IQII.     The  Post  at  Skeenesborough  is  supplied  with  Ttoo^^  Vcwsi 
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Dutchess  County,  which,  however,  I  will  remove  if  your  People 

should  incline  to  serve  in  that  Quarter.    I  have  only  to  add  tbit 

the  remaining  Part  of  the  State  will  furnish  for  the  ensniiis 

Campaign  upwards  of  2000  men  exclusive  of  the  Continental 

Battalions.    I  remain,  with  the  sincerest  wishes  for  your  Peace 

and  welfare  your  most  obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Saml.  Minott,  Esqr.,  Brattleboro'. 


Kingston  June  16th  17S0. 
Sir,  I  have  rec'd  your  I-^tter  of  the  2d  Aug't  last,  &  now  trans- 
mit you  inclosed  Commissions  for  the  Officers  agrcable  to  your 
then  Return.  It  runs  in  my  Mind  that  I  have  been  favoured  irith 
a  Letter  from  you  of  a  later  Date  with  a  second  Return  of  Oft- 
cers.  I  must  beg  you  will  transmit  a  Duplicate,  as  the  original 
if  I  ret'd  any  is  mislaid  &  I  have  no  hopes  of  finding  it.  I  have 
this  Day  wrote  to  Samuel  Minott,  Esqr.  Chairman  of  your  Com- 
mittee very  fully,  to  this  Letter  &  to  the  Bearer  Major  Hant  I 
must  refer  you  for  every  Intelligence  I  am  able  to  comniULitate. 
You  will  observe  that  it  is  proposed  to  raise  a  Company  in  yonr 
Re;^as.  to  join  the  other  Militia  of  this  State  who  are  intended  to 
cooperate  with  the  Army  or  be  stationed  at  Skeensburgh  at  their 
Option.  The  Reasons  which  induces  this  Measure  are  also  fullv 
expliui.ed  iu  my  Letter  to  Mr.  Minott,  &  I  have  the  fullest  C\»n- 
tiilence  if  this  Measure  is  practicable  that  it  will  meet  your  Ust 
Exertions  to  carry  it  into  prompt  Execution.  On  this  Subjet:t 
I  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  by  the  first  Opportunity  &  am* 
I)*r  Sii,  with  ^^reat  l\egard  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  ClinioD.      i 
Colo.  Eleazer  PaUer^^u.  \ 


mend  him  so  that  no  time  may  be  lost  on  that  ace* 
presume  will  be  the  Loan  officer  but  it  may  be  i 
second  in  case  of  accidents.  We  have  the  honor  1 
greatest  respect  your  Excellency's  Most  Obt.  Hum 

Robt.  R 
Jno.  Mo 
Jas.  Du 
P.  S.     The  Secretary  informs  us  that  the  Res 
refered  to  are  already  dispatched. 
His  Excellency,  GovV  Clinton;  to  be  opened  in  his 
Hon'ble  P.  Van  Courtland,  Esqr.,  Leiut.  Gov'r. 


[No.  2983.] 

A  Pcrsotwl  Letivr  from.  John  Tayler — A  False  Rcj 
ih€  Arrival  of  the  French  Army, 

Dear  Sir,  I  was  favonrd  with  yours  by  Coll. 
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I  have  received  it;  he  is  willing  to  Engage  in  the  Service,  provided 
he  can  have  his  Bank;  he  was  a  Captain  &  I  believe  will  make 
an  Exceeding  good  officer.  Lt.  Sherwood,  that  was  of  Van- 
Bchaick's  Regt.  will  also  serve ;  he  says  you  mentioned  the  matter 
to  him;  he  was  with  us  to  the  northward  &  a  very  good  officer. 

Yesterday,  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet  at  Rhode 
Island*  was  again  bro't  to  this  city;  it  carries  with  it  an  air  of 
truth  &  notwithstanding  the  many  former  Reports,  it  is  generally 
believed.  I  am  happy  to  think' that  Coll.  Lush  is  gone  down.  I 
am  sure  you  must  stand  much  in  need  of  assistance. 

Mr.  Cuyler's  friends  seem  much  dissatisfied  at  Coll.  Hay's  be- 
ing appointed  Purchasing  Commissary,  for  this  State.  Cuyler 
believes  the  appointment  to  be  through  your  means  only. 

General  Rensselaer  is  much  liked  in  Tryon  County.  I  hope  he 
is  gone  to  solicit  for  a  few  more  troops  for  the  western  frontiers, 
&  that  he  may  succeed;  it  is  probable  the  Savages  may  attempt 
to  distress  the  Inhabitants  when  they  are  busied  in  harvest. 

We  lonif  to  hear  how  Mrs.  Clinton  does  &  whether  she  has 
presented  you  with  another  heir;  in  your  last  you  did  not  menr 
tion  her  name. 

An  old  news  paper  or  something  to  read  would  be  very  accept- 
able. 

Mrs.  Tayler  is  well  &  begs  to  be  kindly  remembered  to  Mrs. 

Clinton  yourself  &  family  &  believe  me  to  be  with  due  Esteem, 

D'r  Sir,  your  most  obed't  Serv't 

John  Tayler. 
Albany,  17th  June,  1780. 

Gov.  Clinton. 


*This  announcement  was  premature.    Rochambeau  with  his  army  of  6.000  men  arrived 
at  Newport,  July  10,  1780.-^tate  Historian. 
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[No.  29M.] 
Urgent  Orders  for  ReinfareemetUs  far  WettPioUi: 

Pookeepsie,  17th  June  ITHL 

Dear  Sir,  I  inclose  you  Letters  to  four  OlBoen  comnaBfli 

Regiments  of  Militia  in  Ulster  and  Orange  Oonntiea.    hcj  m 

tain  Orders  for  Detachments  of  those  Beghnenta  to  reiiiforae  fl 

Oarrisson  at  West  Point.    You  must  be  sensible  how  esMnfid^ 

necessary  Dispatch  is  on  this  important  Occassion.    I  have,  then* 

fore,  only  to  request  that  you  will  immediately  forward  tfaeie 

Letters  by  safe  Hands  to  the  Persons  to  whom  they  are  directs! 

without  the  least  Delay.    The  Express  who  carries  this  is  abt 

charged  with  Letters  to  his  Excellency  Genii  Washingtoo  k 

Maj'r  Genl.  Howe,  which  you  will  also  please  to  Cause  to  beta^ 

warded.    I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Regard  your  most  Obed't  Serrt 

[G.  C] 
Colo.  Udney  Hay. 


[No.  2985.] 

Governor  Clinton  Hmrtihj  Cooperates  With  General  Hoitt. 

Poukeepsie,  17th  June  1780  2  O'clock  P.  M. 

D'r  Sir,  Your  Letters  of  yesterday  was  unfortunately  carried 

to  Kingston  &  missed  me  on  my  way  to  this  Place  so  that  I  hate 

but  this  Moment  received  them.    By  the  Express  which  carrie* 

this,  I  have  forwarded  my  Orders  to  Brig'r  Genl.  Swarthoadt  4 

to  several  Officers  commanding  Regiments  on  the  west  side  of 

the  River  to  march  to  the  Posts  under  your  Command  without 

loss  of  Time.    I  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  the  Letter  containing  mj 

Orders  on  this  Occassion,  with  the  names  of  the  Officers  at  tfce 

Bottom  to  whom  they  are  directed;  and  if  your  Leisure,  Sir,  will 


I 
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Ipdmit  of  it,  a  Line  from  you  to  them  may  answer  the  good  Pur- 

^pose  of  exciting  them  to  Expedition  in  throwing  in  these  Suc- 

iponn. 

i.   Yesterday  I  granted  a  Genl.  Impress  warrant  to  Colo.  Hay, 

^,  Q.  M.  Genl.  for  all  the  Teems  in  Ulster  Dutchess,  the  north 

M4  of  Orange,  &  Manor  of  Livingston,  in  Albany  County,  for 

r 

Itte  purpose  of  forwarding  on  Supplies  of  Provisions  to  the  Poets 
^  the  Highlands  &  for  removing  the  public  stores  if  necessary, 

i. 

IvWliich  I  transmitted  to  him  by  his  Returning  Express.     If  there 
ytl  any  thing  farther  in  my  Power,  which  woud  tend  to  promote 

mt  facilitate  that  Business,  only  jwint  it  out  to  me  &  you  may 

r 

^ly  on  its  being  chearfully  complied  with.     I  am  happy  to  in- 

^form  you  that  by  a  Letter  I  rec'd  from  B.  Genl.  Clinton,  dated  the 

^14th  Instant,  I  find  he  was  making  every  Exertion  to  accelerate 

iitte  march  of  his  Brigade  to  West  Point  &  by  accounts  I  received 

."yesterday,  tho  not  officially  by  Gentlemen  from  Albany,  Colo. 

fc  6aan«evoort's  Kegt.  which  being  an  Escort  to  Provissions  for 

\]  F<wrt  Schuyler  &  of  course  at  a  greater  Distance  than  any  other, 

.  was  expected  woud  arive  at  Schenectady  last  night,  so  that  there 

is  every  Reason  to  Hope  if  favourable  Winds  take  Place,  they 

will  very  speedily  be  with  you.     I  wish  it  was  in  my  Power  i% 

wait  upon  you  personally,  which  if  a  more  serious  Hour  shoud 

-irrive  no  Business  however  urgent  will  prevent.    I  am,  D'r  Sir, 

with  the  greatest  Regard  &  Esteem,  your  most  obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 

P.  S.    You  will  please  to  observe  that  I  have  ordered  out  900 

instead  of  800  Militia;  this  is  for  fear  of  defficiencies  which 

^*  itoo  often  the  case  with  the  Militia. 

V)  Gen.  Robert  Howe.] 
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[No.  2086.] 

The  Savages  Who  Captured  the  Btmeka  Agaim  Egeoft. 

• 

(Copy)  8chohary«  17th  Jone,  1781 

D'r  Oenl,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  on  the : 
teenth  in  the  morning  the  Party  came  ap  with  the  Bavagei  i 
had  taken  Bouck  Prisoner.  They  were  a  sitting  on  a  CBf 
Bocks  mending  their  Shoes,  when  the  Party  flmt  perceived  Oi 
who  were  then  within  twenty  yards  of  them  nnperceived  bj  1 
Enemy^  but  had  no  Chance  to  fire  on  them  because  they  were 
mixed  together;  immediately  on  their  discovering  our  Partj.  tl 
all  jump'd  down  the  Blocks  and  made  their  Escape,  but  left  beh 
them  every  thing  but  their  arms.  Pour  men  of  the  Party  : 
in  with  the  Enemy  about  half  an  hour  before  they  retook 
Prisoners;  they  were  lying  behind  a  Logg  Pence,  when  our  Pi 
comeing  out  of  tfce  House  where  they  were,  sent  for  Provisi* 
the  Enemy  fired  on  them,  and  wounded  one  man. 

I  have  employed  Doc'r  Ward  to  attend  the  man,  as  there  i 
no  Continental  Doctor  in  this  Place.  The  Party  have  puwi 
them  to  the  Dalaware  which  is  computed  at  Forty  Miles.  ' 
have  Intelligence  that  the  Tories  who  were  with  the  Indians 
gone  to  the  Beaver  Dam  to  fetch  a  Prisoner.  As  soon  as  Boi 
arrives  there  (who  is  at  the  Upper  Fort)  and  can  inform  mys 
what  way  they  have  taken,  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  give  a  p 
account  of  them. 

My  Militia  are  to  remain  constant  on  Duty  a  Beinforenn 
would  be  very  necessary.  I  am  informed  that  the  Indians  shoi 
have  told  a  Tory  that  in  Four  weeks  time  they  would  be  back 
burn  Schohary.  1  have  received  your  Brigade  orders  for  me 
raise  as  many  men  as  was  raised  this  Spring,  which  I  think 
inadequate  to  guard  this  Settlement,  and  will  be  no  relief  to  i 
militia.     I  am  in  haste,  D'r  General,  your  humble  Ser't 

Peter  Vroman. 
Genl.  Ten  Broeck. 
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[No.  2987.] 

W%e  Petition  of  a  Number  of  Tory  Women  for  Permission  to  Oo  to 
Their  Husbands  in  Canada. 

;.  Transmitted  by  Col.  Harper  17th  June  1780. 
•'  To  His  Excelency  George  Clinton,  Esqr.  Govener  and  General 
jitf  the  Maletia  of  the  State  of  New  Yorke,  Admiral  of  the  Navy 
f  the  same.  The  Humble  Petitioners  of  the  parsons  whose  names 
hereunto  subscribed  Humbly  Sheweth,  that  your  Petiticmers 
left  by  our  Husbands  and  theirby  render  unable  to  seport 
families  among  a  pepople  who  looks  on  us  as  their  Enemies, 
Reason  of  the  unnatral  Conduct,  of  those  that  have  left  their 
Itunilies  and  joyned  the  Enemy  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
IHe,  your  Petitioners,  do  Humbly  pray  your  Excellency  may  in 
Ifmir  goodness  grant  us  a  Passport  to  Cannaday  and  your  Pete- 
IGoners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray 

hher  her  her  her 

X   Mclntire     Nally  X  CameroD     Elizabeth  X  Cameron     Elizabeth  X  McDonald 
mufk  mark  mark  mark 

^-  iMT  her  hep  her 

ptOif    X     Grant      Peggy    X     McDonald      Isabella    X     Grant      Florey     X     McDonald 

mark  mark  mark  mark 

^       hw  her  her  hur  her 

SJnt  X  Dickson  Flora  X  Grant  Mary  X  McDonald  Glnze  X  Arquath  Cathrine  X  McDonald 
mark  mark  mark  nmrke  mark 

her  her  her  her  her 

"UtoyiUan  X  Grant  Nancy  X  Grant  Margret  X  Camroon  Mary  X  McPharson  Nancy  X  Grant 
mark  mark  mark  mark  mark 

her  her  tier  her 

Aabael«   X    Grant     Jane   X    McGregor     Christine    X   Cameroon     Sarah    X    McDonald 
mark  mark  mark  mark 

liar  her  her  hur 

X     Ferguson       Nancy    X    Camroon       Greesa    X     Frazier       Bs»ble     X     Ross 
mark  mark  mark  marke 

hur  hur  hur  hur 

X    McClean     Anna    X    McFaston     Cathtrene    X    Camrin     Mary    X    Camrin 
mark*  marke  marke  marke 

her 

Cittrin  X  McDonald  Nancy  McDonald  Nancy  McMillan 

mark 
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[JIo.  2988.] 
Colonel  Morgan  Lewis  in  a  Quandarfi-^App^at^  to  ike 

EBopiM,  17fh  June.  IMl 
D'r  Sir,  I  was  in  hopes  I  should  have  had  the  Pleaanie  «C 
ing  you  at  this  Place;  but  am  informed  yon  set  ont  for 
keepsie  this  Morning.  Mj  Poverty  has  put  me  under  a 
able  Embarrasment,  in  which  your  adyice  will  be  most  gntshPf 
received.  His  E^xcellency  Oenl.  Washington  has  ordered  tke 
Craft  on  the  River  to  be  repaired;  Colo.  Hay  has  written  for  a 
supply  of  Boards  for  the  Purpose.  I  have  made  application  t» 
the  Majistrates  for  Power  to  impress  but  they  are  unanimoialT 
of  opinion  they  cannot,  as  the  act  now  stands^  grant  warranto 
unless  we  pay  the  Money.  Money  I  have  not,  &  shall  take  it  u  t 
particular  Favor  you  would  advise  me  how  to  act.  I  shall  be 
in  Albany  by  Wednesday  where  should  be  happy  to  hear  bom 
you.  I  am,  most  respectfully  your  Exceliys  very  hum.  Senr. 
[ToG.C]  Mor'nLewi*. 


[No.  2989.] 

Leicis  R.  Morris  Volunteers  His  Services  and  Forwards  a  Bdatd 
Letter  from  General  Ten  Broeck  to  Colonel  Williams, 

Claverack  18th  June  1780. 

My  dear  Sir,  Inclosed  I  transmitt  you  a  Coppy  of  a  Letter  wrote  i 
by  order  of  Brigadier  General  Ten  Broeck   to   Colo.   Willianrtv 
which  I  promised  to  send  you,  when  I  came  from  Albany;  should 
have  did  myself  the  Honor  of  transmitting  it,  to  your  Excellencr   I 
before,  but  an  opportunity  not  offering,  have  detained  it  to  send  j 
by  my  Father. 

Great  are  the  Expectations  of  our  Countrymen  from  the  ap- 
proaching Campaign,  and  as  you  seem  to  think  it  will  be  the  lait. 
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1  woald  wish  a  »hare;  Therefore,  must  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  to 

eall  me  out,  (should  the  Service  of  my  Country  require  it,)  iti 

whatever  Station  you  may  think  proper  to  place  me,  conscious 

that  your  Excellency's  better  judgement,  will  put  me  in  a  Situa- 

^on  most  suited  to  my  abillities,  for  I  flatter  myself  it  is  a  laud- 

4ible  ambition  in  wishing  to  have  even  a  small  share  in  finishing 

a  war,  the  honorable  End  of  which  must  be  earnestly  sought 

for,  by  every  friend  to  his  Country  and  by  no  Person  more,  than 

-ly  your  Excellency's  Oblidged,  dnd  verry  Humble  Servant 

Lewis  R.  Morris. 
.His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


Coppy.  Albany,  May  24th  1780. 

My  dear  Sir,  By  our  last  information  from  Colo.  Van  Schaick 
r  <dated  yesterday;  Sir  John  Johnson  was  at  Mayfeild  ten  miles 
g  North  of  Johnstown  his  numbers  from  our  best  Intelligence  is 
I  T)etWixt  five  and  Six  hundred  men.  We  must,  therefore,  most 
I  -earnestly  request  you,  to  turn  out  as  many  of  your  militia  as  pos- 
|. -sible,  with  as  much  Provision  as  they  can  carry,  and  proceed  to 
I  [.Jesups  Patent,  by  which  means  Sir  John's  Retreat  may.  be  ren- 
-4ered  verry  difficult,  if  not  impracticable;  But  least  he  ishould  re- 
main in  his  present  Position,  it  would  be  adviseable  that  the 
j/militia  which  may  go  from  your  Quarter  proceed  to  form  a  junc- 
I'iion  with  those  that  will  go  by  the  way  of  Johnstown.  The  Ser- 
[Mces  our  Country  may  receive  from  a  manauver  like  this,  you 
p^aoiast  be  fully  sensible  off.  We  are  now  collecting  all  the  force 
can,  and  flatter  ourselves  should  the  Enemy  make  any  stay, 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  good  account  of  the  Party. 
Oar  Country  loudly  calls  for  our  assistance;  therefore,  must 
for  your  utmost  Exertions. 
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The  Regiments  of  Schoonhoven,  Van  Wort's,  Yates,  aa 
Ora's  are  ordered  to  Jesups  patent,  and  they  are  hereby  or 
to  join  you  and  act  in  concert  with  you.     I  am,  Sir, 
Colo.  Williams. 


[No.  2990.] 
Colonel  Hojy^s  Strenuous  Efforts  to  Procure  Pasturage 

Fishkill,  18  June  L 
Sir,  Some  time  agoe  when  at  Esopus  I  tooke  the  libe 
mentioning  to  sundry  Members  of  the  Honorable,  the  Legi« 
of  this  State,  the  necessity  there  was  of  some  new  regulati 
ing  established  by  law,  respecting  the  I>elivery  of  hay  & 
particularly  the  former,  which  was  purchased  for  public  us 
recommended  that  the  Seller  of  all  Quantitys  not  exceedii 
Tons  of  hay,  or  Sixty  Bushells  of  Grain,  should  be  obliga 
deliver  the  same  (a  generous  price  being  allow'd  for  the 
and  expence  of  Transportation)  at  any  Magazine  the  pur 
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Sanguine;  The  army  look  up  to  me,  Sir,  for  the  Transportation 
«t  their  Stores  of  every  sort;  without  a  Sufficient  number  of 
Pastures  I  cannot  comply  with  their  just  Demands  on  that  head; 
being,  therefore,  extremely  interested  not  only  on  account  of  the 
Public  but  likewise'  of  my  own  Character,  I  determined  to  leave 
no  mode  unessay'd  that  I  thought  could  be  in  the  smallest  degree 
serviceable,  and,  therefore,  wrote  a  Circular  Letter  to  the  In- 
habitants in  General,  and  another  to  some  of  the  principal  civil 
officers  of  the  State  in  particular,  requesting  their  Influence,  by 
signing  a  recommendation  drawn  up  for  the  purpose,  though  this 
was  the  only  resource  I  could  or  yet  can  think  of,  I  fear  it  will 
have  but  small  effect  without  enforced  by  some  law,  or  at  least 
recommended  by  the  Legislature,  and,  therefore,  request  your 
Excellency  will  take  such  steps  towards  obtaining  the  one  or  the 
Other,  as  you  think  most  proper. 

Be  pleased  likewise  to  have  the  enclosed  memorial  on  the  Sub- 
ject of  Certificates  presented  to  the  Legislature,  as  I  can  have 
no  view  but  the  ease  &  Convenience  of  those  employed  in  public 
Service,  I  am  sure  they  will  grant  me  whatever  is  right. 

Be  so  good  as  Inform  if  the  State  Intend  to  purchase  any  horses 
on  account  of  the  public,  as  I  would  wish  to  be  guided  in  my  pur- 
chases accordingly.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellencies 
most  Obedient  &  very  humble  Servant  Udny  Hay. 

Governor  Clinton. 


Mr.  Betts  to  Colonel  Hay. 

Fishkill  15  June  17S0. 
Sir,  Agreeable  to  your  Desire  I  caird  on   Capt'n   Mitchell   to 
rknow  the  quantity  of  Pastures  he  had  procured  for  the  army; 
le  was  not  at  home,  but  a  person  whom  I  understood  was  his 
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iner;  though  the  Officers  employ 'd  in  Obtaimng  them  have  had 
the  most  positive  orders  from  General  Howe  to  use  every  possible 
exertion  in  procuring  a  large  number,  especially  on  the  Boads» 
that  we  must  expect  will  be  much  frequented  by  our  Teams,  and 
I  can>  have  no  reason  to  Suppose  but  those  Officers  have  strictly 
-complyM  with  the  Terms  of  their  orders  on  the  Subject. 

You  cannot  but  be  sensible,  Gentlemen,  that  there  is  the  great- 
-est  probability  of  this  Campaign  being  full  of  events  favorable  to 
American  Freedom,  as  our  great  ally,  who  has  already  given  the 
most  ample  proof  of  his  real  attachment  to  the  wellfare  of  these 
United  States,  has  not  only  prt)mised  us  the  assistance  of  a  Fleet, 
"but  of  a  Land  army  likewise,  to  cooperate  with  ours  in  the  re- 
-duction  of  our  Common  Enemy,  and  the  regaining  of  the  Capital 
and  other  Important  places  of  this  State  yet  in  their  x>ossession, 
jou,  therefore,  are  imrticularly  Interested  in  the  full  and  proper 
Support  of  the  army  and  each  of  you  will  have  opportunity  oflfer'd 
him  of  shewing  his  Zeal  in  the  Common  Cause,  as  I  shall,  of 
pointing  out  to  the  world  by  every  legal  Means,  the  Man  who  has 
it  in  his  power  to  give  us  the  necessary  assistance,  and  eitheF 
from  Sordid,  selfish  views,  or  real  disaffection,  obstinately  with- 
holds it;  for  this  purpose  the  Bearer  has  orders  to  set  down  the 
name  of  every  man  who  grants  any  Pasture  upon  this  requisition,  * 
as  well  as  of  every  Man  who  refuses,  both  of  whom  I  shall  take 
-care  Carefully  to  exhibit  to  Public  view,  with  the  necessary  re- 
marks annexed  thereto  and  that  no  pretence  may  be  left  in  favor 
of  those,  who  can  and  will  not  spare  us  any,  I  hereby  acquaint 
JOU  that  the  Forage  Master  will  agree  for  such  Pasture,  as  can 
be  procured  at  a. reasonable  price  in  hard  Money,  payable  in  the 
Current  Currency  of  the  Country  that  shall  be  equivalent  thereto 
54 


850  Public  Papsrs  of  Oborov  Clinton. 

in  tbe  Day  of  payment,  which  tshall  not  ^sceed  tfaellnt  of  Oetober; 
no  risque,  therefore,  can  arise  from  Defmciation  of  llonqr* 

For  heaven's  sake,  Oentlemen,  consider  tbe  magnitude  of  the 
Object  now  before  us,  and  do  not  on  «o  glofioiM  an  Occasion  tallr 
the  reputation  of  a  State  which  by  its  many  former  Patriotic  cs* 
ertions,  has  in  a  particular  manner  endeer'd  itself  to  a  ▼irtvow 
patriotic  and  Spirited  «rmy. 

To  each  Individual  a  Pasture  may  appear  of  very  trifling  Cos- 
sequence  to  the  good  of  an  army,  but  upon  a  more  serious  Con- 
sideration, you  will  find  they  will  ever  be  necessary,  even  to 
their  very  Existence,  till  at  least  you  have  learned  them  to  fight 
without  Power  &  Ball  or  any  other  Military  Stores,  and  to  Con- 
tinue in  your  Service  without  Clothing  Victuals  and  Drink. 

I  have  lately  been  in  several  of  your  Sister  States,  and  wis 
made  happy  in  hearing  with  what  ardour  every  Individual  deter- 
mined to  exert  himself.  Shall  it  then  be  said  that  the  State  of 
New  York,  so  famous  for  its  exertions  in  the  day  of  our  darkest 
Distress,  was  totally  lost  in  languor  when  our  prospects  began  to 
brighten?  Tho'  mqre  nearly  Interested  in  these  prospects,  than 
any  other  State  on  the  Continent. 

I  shall  only  add,  that  a  most  respectable  army  wuU  in  all  human 
probability  be  very  soon  collected,  and  that  it  will  be  wv  province 
to  furnish  them  with  the  means  of  conveying  everv  necessary 
that  shall  pass  through  this  State,  which  it  is  impossible  for  i»^ 
to  do  without  your  friendly  assistance,   and   if  not  granted  ^^ 
alternative  is  left  but  tamely  permitting  our  Country  s  B«i^  *^ 
the  very  moment  of  approaching:  Success,  or  taking  bv  force  ^^^^ 
you  can,  but  will  not  voluntarily  grant  towards  establishiu):  ^^* 
Compleat  Happim>ss,  by  tin*  long  wi^h,.^  ^^^^.  bU^ssings  of  IVA^'''- 
^reedom  &  Indrpend<Mu.e.     Keduced  to  this  disagreeable  Sit^* 
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tion,  I  shall  not  hesitate  a  Moment  what  part  to  act,  whatever 
confusion  may  ensure  thereby,  or  was  I  even  Sure  to  answer  the 
Consequences  with  my  head. 

Accept  of  my  sinceerest  thanks,  for  the  kind  and  ready  assist- 
ance, most  of  you  have  hitherto  on  all  occasions  granted  me  ia 
the  execution  of  the  Duties  of  my  Station,  and  believe  that  I  am 
most  respectfully  Gentlemen  your  most  Obed't  &  very  humble 
Serv't  Udny  Hay. 

The  Inhabitants  on  both  Sides  the  River  in  the  State  of 
New  York. 


Gentlemen,  Having  read  Colonel  Hay's  Circular  Letter  to  you 
of  14  June,  on  the  Subject  of  pastures,  and  Considered  the  evil 
Consequences  that  must  Infallibly  ensue  from  a  Sufficient  num- 
ber not  being  furnished,  as  well  as  the  equitable  Mode  he  pro- 
poses tor  the  payment  thereof,  we  request  and  recommend  in  the 
Strongest  Terms,  that  every  Freeman  within  this  State,  will  not 
only  Comply,  as  far  as  in  their  Power  with  Colonel  Hay's  Requisi- 
tion, but  that  they  will  by  their  ready  as^stance  to  him  and 
every  other  Public  Officer  in  the  execution  of  their  Duty,  in  the 
clearest  manner,  Manifest  to  all  the  world,  that  at  this  Critical 
Period,  they  are  determined  to  give  the  Strongest  proofs  of  their 
being  still  endued  with  the  same  ardent  Desire  of  establishing 
the  Peace,  Freedom,  and  Independence  of  America,  for  which 
they  have  hitherto  been  so  remarkable.    * 

And  we  shall  be  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of  giving 
our  farther  approbation  by  being  foremost  in  Sparing  for  the 
good  of  the  Common  Cause,  whatever  we  possibly  can  upon 
Terms  equally  equitable  with  those  proposed  for  Obtaining  Pas- 
ttires. 
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FidildllJiuie  14Ui  ITBOl 

Sir,  Agreeable  to  your  request  I  send  yon  a  B^tnrik  <rf ' 
Pastures  have  been  taken  for  the  use  of  the  army  by  B<ibert  Wit- 
son  and  John  ^Sickles  Assts.  €.  F.  as  to  whatls  pi^ared  byCiiifi 
Mitchell  at  Frederkksburgh  and  Capt'n  Brown  at  the  Village,  m 
not  able  to  Inform  you,  as  no  returns  havebeen  made  by  them. 

In  behalf  Colo.  Bostwick,  D.  C.  G.  P.  I  am.  Sir,  year  mott  ObedY 
Serr't  Henry  PeckwelL 

Colo.  Udny  Hay.  Copy. 

A  Return  of  Pastures  procured  by  Bobt.  Watson  &  Jno.  Sieklet 
Assts.  Com'sy  F.  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  army  10  Jnae 
1780. 
Direk  Hooghland,  Wappons  Creek  5  Acres  Meadow  for  the 

Season. 
Peter  Mesier  Do  pasture  for  3  Horses  during  the  Season. 
Wm.  Crawford's  Pasture  pr  night  &  day  at  Wappons  Creek. 
Gorus  Storm  Hopewell  10  Acres  for  the  season. 
Jacob  Covenhoven,  Middle  Bush,  back  of  the  Stone  Church,  Pa»- 

ture  pr  Night  or  Day,  pr  head. 

The  above  is  all  the  Returns  yet  made  to  the  Office. 
Fishkill  14  June  '80.  Henry  Peckwell. 

Copy.  

[No.  2991.] 
GENERAL  lt)RMAN'S  IMPORTANT  NEWS. 
Arrival  of  /S'ir  Henry  Clinton  from  the  South — Washington  rrgf$ 
Activity  and  Tigilance. 

Highlands,  June  19th  1780. 
Dear  Sir.    The  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Genl.  Foreman  to 
his  Excellencv  the  Genl.  and  the  extract  I  send  tou  from  the 
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GenPs  letter  to  me,  will  convince  you  how  demonstrable  the- 
^nemies  intention  of  attacking  this  post  is  become,  especially 
when  I  add,  that  all  my  observations  and  the  informations  of  my 
most  confidential  Emissaries  unite  to  impress  upon  me  the  cer- 
tainty, that  this  will  be  the  case;  indeed  I  conceive  that  had  not 
the  wind  shifted  yesterday  we  should,  have  heard  from  them 
before  now;  their  operations,  Sir,  will  be  sodden  and  in  great 
Force,  and  without  collateral  aid«,  the  fate  of  this  important  post,, 
(however  well  Defended)  will  be  more  precarious  than  it  ought;, 
renew,  therefore,  Dear  Sir,  your  applications  to  the  militia  order'd 
here,  and  to  your  Brother,  the  Genl.  to  come  up  without  an  in- 
stant loss  of  time,  for  the  very  first  South  wind  will  probably 
bring  up  our  Foes,  who  will  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  to 
effect  their  purposes  before  we  can  be  supported,  or  if  possible  to 
cut  off  our  communication  with  the  country. 

Your  Reliefs  of  militia  should  come  up  with  punctuality  lest 
their  impatience  to  get  home,  when  their  time  expires,  may  ex- 
pose us  to  inconveniences.  I  should  wish  your  Excellency  to 
give  orders  that  their  Horses  should  be  sent  home,  or  they  will 
consume  all  the  grass  requisite  to  feed  our  beef,  as  well  as  team 
cattle. 

I  beg  to  repeat  the  propriety  of  again  warning  the  militia  at 
large,  to  be  ready  to  turn  out  at  the  shortest  notice.  I  am,  my 
Dear  Sir,  with  true  Regard  &  Respect,  y'r  Excellency's  Most  Obt. 
Serv't  Robt.  Howe. 

Governor  Clinton. 

Copy.  GBNBaiAL  Forman's  Letter. 

Sip,  Yesterday  afternoon  three  Frigates  arrived  within  Sandy 
Hook;  in  the  evening  a  forth  ship  of  war  run  in;  the  Tory  Re\jort 
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of  this  day  is,  that  Admiral  Arbnthnot  was  on  board.  This  ■fto* 
noon  a  large  Fleet  appeared  standing  for  Sandy  Hook*  Tkt  air, 
my  intelligencer  says,  was  too  foggy  for  good  observatioii,  bit 
that  before  sun  down,  he  counted  si^cty  five  sail  of  ships  of  war 
^nd  transports  distinctly,  and  saw  a  nnmber  more  in  the  oflfaif; 
that  immediately  they  ran  within  the  Hook  as  they  arrive.  Fraa 
their  running  immediately  into  the  Hook  as  they  arriye,  it  wiD 
not  I  presnme  admit  of  a  doabt  of  their  being  British,  and  I 
think  it  is  very  likely  from  Carolina. 

By  day  light,  I  will  myself  be  on  the  Highlands  of  MiddleTown;* 
from  that  place  some  time  in  the  day  (as  early  as  possible)  I  will 
do  myself  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  yonr  Excellency,  as  exact  an 
account  of  the  Fleet  as  can  be  got  from  observation  or  informa- 
tion.   I  have  the  Honor  to  be  y'r  Excellency's  most  obt. 

David  Forinan. 
Saturday  night  11  o'clock,  17th  of  June  '80. 

His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington. 


Extract  from  a  letter  of  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

June  18th  17S0. 

1  inclose  you  a  letter  from  General  Forman  which  I  have  this 
moment  received.  He  is  intirely  to  be  depended  on.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  this  is  Sir  Henry  Clinton  from  the  Southward. 

All  your  exertions  are  necessary  to  be  prepared  for  defence. 
Ur^e  the  application  recommended  to  you,  in  mine  of  the  15th, 
to  Governor  Clinton  for  a  succour  of  Militia.  Address  a  request 
to  the  (Sovernor  of  Connecticut  to  press  forward  to  your  aid  the 
Slate  Kejjinients,  ami  include  the  I>rafts  for  their  Batallions. 
Write  also  to  the  Council  of  Massachusetts  intreating  them  to 

♦Thrw  miles  acuih  of  Sandy  Hook.— Statb  Historian. 
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liasten  on  the  reinforcements  intended  for  their  Batlallions;  put 
'every  thing  in  activity  as  far  as  may  be  in  your  power,  and  be 
well  upon  your  guard.  The  movements  of  the  Enemy  will  prob- 
ably be  rapid  &  a  eorrespondant  spirit  of  energy  should  animate 

our  efforts. 

(Sign'd)  G.  Washington. 


[No.  2092.] 
The  Congrcssimial  Committee  Issues  Another  Circular  Appealing 
(^Circular)  f^^'  *^"PP^^^  ^"^  Reinforcetnents, 

In  committee  of  Congress,  Morristown  June  19th  1780. 

Sip,  We  inclose  you  a  copy  of  General  Washington's  letter  to 
«is  of  this  day. 

We  have  in  our  former  letters  dwelt  so  forcibly  on  the  several 
matters  contained  in  the  General's  letter,  that  it  is  now  become 
almost  unnecessary  for  us  to  say  any  thing  more  on  them.  But 
when  we  consider  the  season  for  operation  wears  fast  away,  the 
small  force  we  have  now  in  the  field,  being  still  fed  in  a  scanty 
and  uncertain  manner,  the  hourly  expectation  of  the  fleet  and 
army  of  our  ally  on  our  coast,  and  that  the  commander  in  chief 
as  well  as  ourselves,  are  as  yet  totally  uninformed  what  are  to  be 
our  expectations  on  the  subjects  of  our  former  letters.  Be  as- 
sured, Sir,  we  feel  an  anxiety  congenial  with  his.  You  will, 
therefore,  we  are  perswaded,  pardon  us  for  being  thus  solicitous, 
when  we  again  intreat  you,  in  the  most  earnest,  in  the  most 
urgent  manner  to  use  every  exertion  in  your  power,  to  engage 
your  state  to  a  speedy,  and  decisive  compliance  with  our  former 
requisitions.  The  two  points  we  would  wish  to  impress  most 
forcibly  on  yours,  and  the  minds  of  the  legislature  of  your  state, 
are,  the  immediately  forwarding  your  quota  of  troops  necefisary 
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to  compleat  your  battalions  in-  the  Oonttnentel  annjr,  A  of  n| 
plies  of  provisions  agreeable  to  the  estimate  indosM  7011  faroir 

letter  of Instant.    At  the  saiiie  tinie'we  would  Bot  wiihyii  < 

to  consider  any  part  of  our  former  reqniflitSonSy  as  become  in  tie 
least  degree  unnecessary,  on  the  contrary,  we  are  more  stronijlj 
convinced,  that  they  are  already  as  small  as  the  imp<Ktant  objedt 
in  view  can  possibly  admit  of.  We  only  mention  the  two  In^ 
as  the  most  immediately  and  indispensibly  necessary.  For,  refai- 
forced  as  the  enemy  now  are,  by  the  return  of  their  troops  from 
the  reduction  of  Charlestown, ,  we  momently  expect  an  attack 
will  be  made  on  our  weak,  and  almost  resistless  army.  Should 
this  event  happen,  whilst  in  this  state,  we  seriously  dread  the 
result.  From  the  well  known  indefatigable  attention  of  your 
state  to  the  welfare  of  the  United  States,  we  cannot  entertaio  t 
doubt  of  its  exertions,  at  this  interesting  conjuncture.  And  w« 
most  earnestly  intreat  you,  to  give  us  the  earliest  informatioii  of 
the  final  determinations  of  your  state  on  the  subjects  of  this  and 
our  former  Letters. 

We  are  Sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  Your  most  Obedient 
Serv'ts  Jno.  Mathews 

Nath.  Peabodj. 
His  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of 

yew  York. 


Washington  Unable  to  Formulate  a  Plan  for  Want  of 

Information. 
Head  Quarters  Springfield  June  19,  1780. 
Gentlemen,  From  the  vast  importance  of  the  thing,  I  hoped 
that  I  should  have  been  informed  before  this,  of  the  measures 
which  the  several  states  meant  to  adopt,  in  consequence  of  your 
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late  requisitions;  but  as  I  have  not,  I  am  certain  you  are  unad^ 
Tised  yourselves,  s^nd  have  only  to  lament  with,  you  the  delay. 
This  is  a  point  of  primary  consequence.  We  are  now  arrived  at 
the  period,  when  we  may  momently  expect  the  Fleet  from  France. 
For  want  of  information,  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  digest 
a  system  of  co-operation.  I  have  no  data  on  which  to  proceed, 
and  of  course;  were  the  armament  to  come,  I  should  find  myself  in 
the  most  delicate,  embarrassing,  and  cruel  situation.  The  French 
Oommanders,  from  the  relation  in  which  I  stand,  the  instant  they 
reach  our  Coast,  will  look  to  me  for  a  plan  of  the  measures  to  be 
pursued,  and  I  ought,  of  right,  to  have  one  prepared:  But  I  can- 
not even  give  them  conjectures.  The  interest  of  the  states,  the 
reputation  of  their  Couneils,  the  Justice  and  gratitude  due  our 
allies,  a  regard  for  my  own  Character,  all  demand  that  I  should, 
without  delay,  be  enabled  to  ascertain  and  inform  them  what  we 
<^an  or  cannot  undertake.  Besides,  there  is  a  point  now  to  be 
determined,  on  which  the  success  of  all  our  future  operations  may 
turn,  which  for  want  of  knowing  our  prospects  I  am  altogether 
at  a  loss  what  to  do  in. 

To  avoid  involving  the  Fleet  and  army  of  our  allies  in  circum- 
stances, which  if  not  seconded  by  us,  would  expose  them  to 
material  inconvenience  and  hazard ;  I  shall  be  obliged  to  suspend 
a  step,  the  delay  of  which  may  be  fatal  to  our  hopes.  I  there- 
fore beg  leave  to  suggest  to  the  Committee  the  indispensable 
necessity  of  writing  again  to  the  dififorent  states,  urging  them  to 
give  immediate  and  precise  information  of  the  measures  they 
have  taken,  the  success  they  have  had,  and  the  probable  result  of 
them.    I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  &  Esteem 

Oentlemen  Your  most  Obt.  H'ble  ser. 

Go.  Washington. 
Hon'ble  Committee  of  Cooi)eration. 

(Copy) 
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[No.  2993.] 
Reinforcement H  for  General  Robert  Hoice, 

Kingston,  20th  Juno,  Hi 
D'r  Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  your  Letter  of 
terday.  Three  Regts  of  Genl.  Clinton's  Brigade  must  1 
reached  West  Point  before  this,afi  I  meet  them  yesterday  mor 
with  a  fair  wind  opposite  Poukeepsie.  My  Brother  who  i 
be  with  you  b'^^fore  this  can  reach  you,  can  best  inform  you  \ 
his  other  Begt.  may  be  exx)ected.  I  have  repeated  my  ordei 
the  militia  who  are  destined  as  a  Reinforcement  to  the  I 
under  your  Command,  &  to  the  militia  at  large  to  hold  t 
selves  in  R<*adiness  to  take  the  Field  on  the  shortest  •  notice 
now  repeated.  The  Reliefs  are  directed  to  be  punctual  &c.  1 
Sir,  with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem  your  mos-t  Obed't  S 

[G.  ( 
To  the  Honorable  Major  Genl.  Howe.* 

•From  Springfield  June  20,  1780,  Washington  wrote  to  General  Howe  as  follows: 

T    Ti^T-    — "     ----- --   fhe    ll^ni    arni    l^Pi.    t  ■.. .        '    .       ',     (\,^u-       -y  '     , 
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[No.  2994.] 

Oovernor  Clinton  Discountenances  Efforts  in  Behalf  of  Dr.  Tan  Dyck^ 

of  Albany. 

Long  Island  11th  April  1780. 

Sir,  We,  the  Subscribers,  prisoners  of  war,  beg  leave  to  inform 
your  Excellency,  that  for  several  Months  past  we  have  been  in- 
timately acquainted  with  Doctor  Henry  Vanduyke,  late  of  the 
city  of  Albany,  now  on  this  Island  &  from  the  closest  attention 
to  his  conduct  &  conversation,  are  firmly  of  Opinion,  that  what- 
ever his  political  sentiments  may  have  been,  he  is  a  gentleman 
of  too  much  candour  &  good  sense  to  act  that  insiduous  part 
against  his  Country  which  his  banishment  implys. 

He  informs  us  that  he  has  taken  an  Oath  in  the  year  1777, 
which  he  has  never  violated,  and  that  he  was  sent  from  his  Home 
and  every  thing  near  &  dear  on  account  of  some  conscientious^ 
Scruples  against  taking  an  Oath  formed  by  Legislature  for  a 
certain  description  of  persons  under  which  he  by  no  means  fell. 

Your  Excellency  must  be  the  best  Judge  of  this  matter,  and 
will  probably  be  of  Opinion  with  us,  that  there  are  persons  within 
these  lines  from  the  different  States,  whose  return  would  add 
weight  to  the  American  Scale,  of  which  number  we  sincerely  be- 
lieve Doctor  Vanduyke  to  be  one,  &  that  his  Restoration  to  his 
Preinds  &  property  will  be  but  Justice  to  himself  &  of  real  ad- 
vantage to  his  Country.  AVe  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  great 
Respect,  your  Excellency's  most  Obdt.  H'ble  Servants 

Robt.  Magaw. 
AVm.  Allison. 

James  McClaghry. 
His  Excellency,  Governor  Geo.  Clinton. 
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F&irfldd  Jane  20tli  1780. 

.    Sir,  WJben  I  ^Bvas  about  leaving  Loiig  lalaBd,  to  retam  from  aj 

State  of  Captivity  in  the  Latter  End  of  April  last,  the  foregoiif 

Letter  was  intrusted  to  my  Care  open,  to  be  brought  oat  ft  f» 

warded.    Should  your  EhEcellency  think  fkvoarable  of  the  Doctoi; 

and  of  his  proposed  Return,  I  think  from  my  Knowledge  Ui^ 

that  you  will  be  likely  to  receive  a  Tory  really  converted  ttm 

his  Political  Heresy.    The  Doctor  desired  me  when  I  got  Home 

to  endeavour  to  obtain  Leave  for  him  to  return  to  this  State, 

that  he  may  be  in  Circumstances  to  take  proi>er  measares  to  make 

his  Peace  with  &  obtain  Leave  to  return  to  his  own  State  again. 

This  I  shall  not  attempt,  till  I  can  have  the  Honour  to  know 

^our  Excellency's  Sentiments  on  the  Subject.    A  Line  in  Answer 

to  this  will  be  esteemed  a  particular  Favour  by  yoar  ExceUency'i 

Most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

O.  Selleck  Silliman. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  CSinton. 


Kingston  June  24th  1780. 

Sir,  I  have  rec'd  your  Letter  of  the  11th  April  in  favor  of 
Doctor  Van  Djck.  This  gentleman's  political  Character  is  so 
fully  established  in  the  minds  of  the  Inhabit*s  of  the  q'r  of  the 
Country  in  which  he  formerly  resided,  that  (notwithstanding  his 
pi'es't  Pretentions)  I  am  persuaded  there  is  little  Reason  to  ex- 
pect that  he  will  be  received  &  restored  to  his  former  Privilege* 
as  a  subject  of  this  state.  He  is  lately  come  out  from  N.  Yort 
.&  I  am  informed  continues  to  reside  in  N.  Jersey,  which  I 
imagine  will  render  an  application  to  y'r  state  in  his  favor  un- 
necessary.    Yrs.  &c.  G.  Clinton. 

Brig'r  Genl.  Silleman,  State  of  Connecticut. 
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[No.  2995.] 

John   Jay   Writing   from   Spain   Proposes   a   Novel   Commerciat 

'  Scheme, 

I  Aranjuez  20  June  1780. 

f  Dear  Sir,  A  Letter  from  me  to  you  is  now  on  the  Boad  to 
j  Cadiz  from  whence  it  will  be  sent  by  the  first  vessel  to  America. 
I  I  have  not  yet  had  the  Pleasure  of  hearing  from  you,  and  ex- 
\  pect  it  with  the  more  Impatience  as  your  Letters  will  probably 
i  contain  some  account  of  affairs  in  our  state,  in  whose  welfare  I 
'     feel  myself,  as  usual,  greatly  interested. 

i  General  Schuyler  I  hear  is  among  the  number  of  your  Dele- 
gates. I  am  pleased  with  the  Legislature  for  making  the  ap- 
pointment, and  with  him  for  accepting  it.  Your  Delegation  i» 
a  good  one.  I  hope  Livingston  or  Schuyler  will  be  kept  con- 
stantly at  Congress.  New  York  ought  to  value  those  gentlemen^ 
they  are  worth  much  to  her. 

Where  is  Morris?  Keep  him  up.  It  is  a  Pity  that  one  so 
capable  of  serving  his  Country  should  be  unemployed,  but  there 
are  men  who  fear  and  envy  his  Talents  and  take  ungenerous 
advantages  of  his  Foibles. 

Whether  the  war  will  continue  another  campaign  is  uncer- 
tain; if  it  should,  an  Imjwrtation  of  goods  would  I  presume  be 
very  acceptable  to  you;  by  relieving  the  Distresses  of  the  In- 
habitants it  would  enable  them  to  sustain  their  Burthens  with 
spirit  &  alacrity.  For'  this  Purpose  I  submit  to  your  Considera- 
tion whether  the  following  Plan,  to  be  executed  under  the  au- 
thority of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  would  not  be  eligible. 

1.  That  Licence  ^f  Importation  &  Exportation  to  and  from 
the  Ports  of  Connecticut  be  obtained. 

2.  That  in  every  County,  one  store  be  opened  for  the  Recep- 
tion of  one  'bairel  of  merchantable  Flour  iiieVWv^t  tcv^x^  \^^^  \^'^'^ 


mi 
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from  one  Fftinil;r — the  storekeeper  to  l>e  appointed  Uv  and  ic- 
^countable  to*  the  »«peni«or«, — tbe  master  or  mistrei^B  of  the 
Family  bringing  or  sending  the  flour  to  make  oath  tliat  It  ii  for 
"the  eoleBeneUt  of  his  or  her  Family,  &  that  tbej  have  not  per- 
mitted thdr  natiies  to  be  a^ed  for  the  beoeflt  of  any  other,  aid 
that;  they  neither  have  or  will  nse  the  name  or  names  of  tnj 
-other,  for  their  benefit. 

3.  TChat  one  or  wore  Persona  be  named  in  the  aet,  and  ta  ar 
•count  at  the  Treasury,  to  whose  orders  all  the  Flour  so  rtc'4 
rshould  be  d^vered.  That  they  be  jointly  authoriEed  to  ship  it 
where  they  ttleased  and  import  the  net  proceeds  in  Utatikdi^ 

•coarse  Clot)M|  coarse  Lintiens  8a It  &c, 

4.  That  on  the  arrival  of  such  Cargoe,  it  be  divided  among 
-the  Counties  id  Proportion  to  their  Contributions,  charging  on 
•each  share,  its  Proportion  of  the  common  expenses,  and  the 
particular  Charges  of  transporting  the  Floar  from  and  t\w  ^oodi 
to,  each  County.  The  share  of  each  County  should  be  sent  to 
the  same  storekeepers  who  rec'd  the  Flour,  and  by  him  equally 
divided  share  and  share  alike  of  every  species,  among  the  con- 
tributors, but  no  one's  share  to  be  delivered  till  the  Expenccs 
due  on  it  be  first  paid. 

5.  That  a  Loan  be  made  by  Oovernment  to  the  Directors  to 
enable  them  in  the  first  Instance  to  pay  the  charge  of  transpor- 
tation &c.  I  think  the  Directors  should  be  restrained  from 
foreign  Trade  during  the  continuance  of  their  appointments. 

Be  so  kind  as  to  forward  the  enclcvsed  Letters  and  to  present 
my  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Clinton  and  my  Friends  in  your  neigh- 
bourhood.   I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  *&  obedient  Servant 

John  Jay. 

Tis  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 
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[No.  2996.] 
The  Board  of  Admiralty  and  Privateers, 
tOircular)  Secretary's  Office  June  20th  1780. 

Sir,  The  commissions  to  private  armed  vessels  of  war  were 
heretofore  ordered  to  be  attested  by  the  secretary  of  Congress. 
But  upon  establishing  a  board  of  admiralty*  it  was  judged 
proper  that  they  should  issue  from  that  board  and  be  attested 
by  their  Secretary.  Accordingly  on  the  2d  May  last  having 
made  some  alterations  in  the  form  of  the  commission,  bond  & 
instructions  for  commanders  of  private  armed  vessels  of  war, 
Congress  passed  the  following  resolutions: 

^'Resolved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  empowered  and 
-directed  to  cause  to  be  printed  so  many  copies  of  the  said  forms 
as  they  shall  judge  necessary. 

"  That  the  President  transmit  to  the  Governors  or  Presidents 
of  the  respective  States  so  many  copies  of  the  said  forms  as  the 
board  of  Admiralty  shall  advise." 

You  will  therefore  please  for  the  future  to  apply  to  the  board 

of  Admiralty  for   the  commissions    bonds  &c.  which  may    be 

wanted  in  your  State,  and  transmit  to  the  said  board  the  bonds 

^iven  by  the  commanders  to  be  lodged  this  Office.     I  have  the 

lionor  to  be  Sir  your  obed't  h'ble  Serv't 

Chas.  Thomson. 

His  ExcFy  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of 

^ew  York. 

*Moiiday,  Jtily  3,  1780,  OongreaB  declared:  It  being  of  the  utmost  importance,  more 
•especially  at  this  critical  Juncture,  that  the  most  «peedy  and  accurate  inteUigence  should 
1)6  liad  of  the  moYementa  of  the  enemy,  by  sea  a«  well  as  by  land;  therefore, 

RESOLVRD,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  take  the 
most  effectual  means  in  their  power  for  obtaining,  from  time  to  time,  certain  Intelli- 
Seoee  of  the  arrival  of  ffiie  enemy's  ships  of  war  into' any  port  or  ports  of  North- America, 
the  number  of  their  gune.  and  the  condition  they  may.  be  in,  together  with  such  move- 
ments as  they  may  make  from  one  port  to  another,  that  this  Congress  may  be  duly 
and  ezacUy  informed  of  the  naval  strength  and  situation  of  the  enemy  and  be  able 
"to  oommunlcate  such  information  to  our  ally  as  the  commoiv  Nte\ltt.T«  «^«\\  T«^M\t«^\  <v\^^ 
the  said  hoard  are  particularly  directed  to  obtain  the  earWe^t  Vti\.«\\\^Lexit«>  'it  Vl^vt  «.ttVs«\ 
<€/  anr  BbipB  of  war  in  or  near  the  port  of  New  York. 
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[No.  2997.] 

This  document  is  missing  from  the  MBS.     The  page  of  d» 
index  on  which  it  should  appear  ha»  also  been  removed.— Bnn 

Historian. 


[No.  2998.] 
Colonel  Hay  Pressing  Foncard  the  MUitia  Drafts. 

Fishkill,  20  June  1780. 

Sir,  Enclosed  I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  to  your  Ex- 
cellency the  memorial  referred  to  in  my  letter  of  yesterday. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty,  in  consequence  of  Oeneral  Howes 
information,  to  request  of  General  Swartout  and  the  officers 
commanding  the  militia  on  the  other  side,  to  press  on  their 
draughts  designed  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  Forts.  This 
notice  \iill  reach  them  perhaps  twenty  four  hours  before  your 
repeated  order,  should  you  think  it  necessary  to  send  one. 

If  the  militia  are  ordered  to  collect  here,  I  hope  we  shall  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you;  in  the  mean  time,  I  am  w*h  the 
greatest  respect,  &  esteem  your  Excellencies,  most  obed't  & 
very  hum'ble  ser't,  Udny  llav. 

Governour  ("liiiton. 


[Xo.  2999.] 

rr  SUING  FOKWAKD  THE  LEVIES. 

Licutoiant-Coloticl  Ferris  Ordered   in   Arrest  for   Disoltolicnce  of 

Orders. 

Fishkill,  June  20th  17S<>. 

Sir,  I  am  Directed  by  Brig'r  Genl.  Swartwout  to  inform  your 

Excellency,  that  the  orders  of  the  17th  inst.  were  Rec'd  and 
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orders  sent  out  accordingly  early  next  morning,  in  the  most 
positive  and  pressing  manner  by  Expresses  ordering  450  men 
officers  included  Compleatly  armed  and  equipped  from  Colps. 
Frear,  Brinckerhoff's,  Van  Der  Burgh's  and  Ludenton's  Regts. 
being  the  nearest  in  order  to  promote  Dispatch,  with  Eight 
Days  provisions,  to  march  down  immeadiately  to  the  fort  at 
West  Point,  and  to  be  Keleived  on  the  27th  instant  by  a  like 
Number  from  Colo.  Graham's,  Hopkins  and  Field's  Regts.  with 
Eight  Days  provisions,  unless  they  shall  Receive  Counter  orders, 
and  the  w^hole  Brigade  to  hold  themselves  in  the  most  perfect 
Readiness  to  take  the  field  at  a  moment's  warning. 

The  Express  sent  to  Colo.  Ludenton's  Regt.  with  the  orders, 
Directed,  **  On  public  service,  To  Colo.  Henry  Ludenton,"  or  in 

f  his  absence  to  his  next  Commanding  officer,  w^ere  Carried  in  the 
absence  of  Colo.  Ludenton  to  Reuben  Ferris,  Lieut.  Colo,  of  s'd 
Regt;  who  told  the  Express  that  he  had  lost  his  pocket  book 
with  his  Commission  and,  therefore,  would  neither  Receive  nor 
open  the  orders;  the  Express  then  Carried  the  orders  to  Major 
Kobertson  of  s'd  Regt.  who  Refused  to  Receive  them  so  long  as 
there  was  a  superior  officer  of  the  Regt.  present,  the  Express 
then  Returned  with  the  orders  unopened,  and  not  a  man  ordered 
out  of  s'd  Regt.  The  General,  therefore,  has  ordered  Lieut. 
Colo.  Ferris  under  arrest,  and  sent  another  Express  this  morn- 
ing with  the  orders  to  Maj'r  Robertson,  Commanding  him  posi- 
tively to  Carry  said  orders,  (in  the  absence  of  Colo.  Ludenton) 
into  full  and  immeadiate  Execution  without  fail  or  loss  of  time. 
Your  Excellency's  orders  of  the  10th  instant,  Respecting  the 

*  Deficiencies  of  the  Levies,  were  R^K''d  and  ordere  are  sent  again 
to  the  Colofl.  who  are  Deficient,  in  the  most  strongest  [sie]  and 
pointed  terms,  assuring  them  that  such  as  shall  be  Defi.e\ev^l  vcl 
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their  Quotas  by  the  27th  instant  at  farthest,  shall  be  arrested. 
without  Discrimination  or  Respect  of  Persons. 

Serjt.  Wilson  who  is  left  to  receive  the  Levies,  shewed  lie 
yesterday  his  Return,  by  which  the  Quotas  from  Colo.  Fretr, 
Van  Der  Burgh's  and  Ludenton's  Regts.  were  Compleat;  fron 
Brinckerhoff's  one  lacking;  Field's  Eight,  and  Hopkins,  Fifteei. 

The  men  ordered  into  the  fort  at  West  Point  are  (from  Brinck- 
orhoff's  Regt.)  marching  down  this  morning.  I  am,  by  order 
of  Brig>  Genl.  Rwartwout  with  due  respect  Y'r  Excellence's 
Most  H'^ble  &  Obdt.  Serv't  Hend'k  Wyikoff. 

His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  3000.] 

Colonel  Hay  Believes  Legislation  Necessary  to  Secure  Pasturagt- 
His  OHyinal  Plan  a  Failure. 

Fishkill,  21  June  17>fM. 
Sir,  Informed  (though  not  officially)  that  the  Legislature  are 
determined  in  passing  the  Supply  Bill,  to  appoint  an  officer  for 
the  General  Superintendance  of  the  purchase  of  the  rrovision? 
and  Forage  required  by  Congress  as  the  Quota  of  this  State. 
and  leave  the  Remainder  to  be  procured  by  the  public  oftiirr. 
whose  province  by  the  new  arrangement  in  the  Quarter  Master'* 
l)e])artment  it  may  lM»come.  I  think  it  my  duty  onre  more  t«» 
re])resent  through  your  Excellency,  to  the  honorable  the  Ia^jtI'* 
iature,  the  advantage  that  would  arise  from  having  the  same 
nfticer,  as  far  as  respects  the  Forage  Department,  procure  tbe 
whole  of  that  article  [MSS.  torn]  shall  be  wanted;*  for  what  man 

•Acting  upon  the  suggestion  of  Colonel  Hay,  the  Legislature  pa»»^d  an  act.  Ciiaft*' 
74  of  the  Third  Session  of  the  L^glalaturc.  "  to  provide  pasturage  for  Liio  use  ^!  '■£« 
army,"  undi.r  whlrli  It  was  provided  that  "  upon  application  of  the  quarter  maa:en  re* 
eraJ,  or  either  of  his  deputies  to  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  In  case  there  shall  ^e  zi 
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^f  Character  will  accept  of  [ms.  torn]  employ,  where  he  knows 

that  his  reputation  as  an  officer  will  suffer  so  severely,  as  it 

iiiiBt,  when  the  Comparison  is  drawn  betwixt  the  regularity  and 

dispatch  of  the  state  officer  in  obtaining  his  Quota,  and  the 

Other  in  procuring  a  quantity  either  equal  thereto,  or  such  as 

the  army  will  in  all  probability  want;  for  there  are  few  who 

will  consider  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  that  attend  either 

the  one  or  the  other  in  the  Mode  by  which  they  are  each  directed 

or  enabled  to  purchase;  I  freely  confess,  I  w^ould  sooner  quit  the 

Service  that  risque  the  disgrace,  I  think  I  must  meet  with,  by 

taking  on  myself  the  second  Character;  I  hope,  therefore,  the 

State  Officer  will  be  obligated  by  Law  to  do  the  public  Business 

in  that  Branch  likewise;  I  am  so  convinced  by  my  experience  in 

the  Department,  of  the  bad  Tendency  which  a  contrary  mode 

mast  have,  that  I  fear  not  in  the  least  Degree  freely  to  give  my 

Opinion  on  the  Subject;  Time  will  shew  whether  I  am  right  or 

wrong. 

I  likewise  beg  leave  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  the  neces- 
lity  of  adopting  some  mode  for  procuring  Pasture.  I  formerly 
took  the  liberty  of  transmitting  you  the  Copy  of  a  letter  I  had 
wrote  to  the  Inhabitants  in  general,  and  another  to  some  of  the 
principal  Officers  in  the  State  with  their  recommendation  on 
the  Subject,  the  whole  of  which  has  proved  totally  abortive,  as 
jou  will  see  by  the  enclosed  from  Mr.  Taylor  to  me,  who  was 
•ent  on  purpose  to  make  the  experiment. 

JMUcc,  the  vupenrlaor,  realdins  in  any  town  manor  diaftiict  or  precinct  within  this 
Itate  tor  pasture  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  at  the  same  time  acquainting  him  with 
Hkt  number  of  horses,  or  cattle  for  which  pasture  is  required,  the  time  wlien  and  how 
ioBf  the  Mune  will  be  wanted.  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  Justice,  or  9uper- 
iImh'.  mm  the  caae  may  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  forthwith  to  issue 
Uf  warrant,  or  warrants,  to  any  two  reputable  freeholders  residing  in  such  town. 
■■Bor.  preelnct.  or  district,  to  impress  within  the  same,  as  many  pastures,  as  they  may 
Mft  salBclent,  of  and  from  such  of  its  inhabitants,  who  in  their  judgment  can  or  may 
■Ilk  tlw  leaat  damage  spare  the  same,  and  at  dhe  same  time  appraise  the  value  of  the 
fet  of  Vim  mmIA  pastures  respectively,  for  the  time  that  the  same  shall  be  impressed." 
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Your  Excellency  well  knows  that  the  pnblic  Transportttii 
cannot  be  performed  without  Pastures  are  procured,  and  3  i 
Law  is  not  pass'd  for  the  purpose,  and  the  People  will  not  let « 
have  them  voluntarily,  we  have  no  alternative  left,  bat  «tl 
to  leave  the  army  destitute  of  their  necessary  SnpplieSy  or  take 
the  Pastures  we  want  by  force;  the  latter  Mode,  though  periufS 
the  most  Just  and  Patriotic,  not  only  may,  bnt  probably  woiil 
be  productive  of  the  ruin  of  him  who  adopted  it;  for  Peace  oare 
established  the  benefit  arising  from  such  an  act  of  arbitrarr 
Power  would  be  totally  forgot,  while  the  Illegality  thereof  wouH 
be  Sounded  with  the  utmost  vehemence,  and  the  passions  of  a 
Jury  rais'd  to  almost  a  pitch  of  Frensy  by  the  artful  insinDationa 
of  some  able  man  on  the  necessity  of  punishing  in  the  bnd  sorb 
an  act  of  Tyranny. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  that  much  of 
the  business  of  Transportation  in  this  Btate  may  probably  ('ome 
und(»r  my  direction  during  the  Campaign,  which  makes  nu*  j'iir- 
ticularly  Interested  in  this  Matter,  and  which  I  hope  will  plt-aJ 
my  excuse  for  the  Liberty  I  have  now  taken. 

For  farther  paiti<ulars  on  both  these  Subjects  1  Ik*j:  U'lwv  to 

rrfeir    you    to  Major  Hale,  who  is  so  kind  as  to    btM-oint^  the 

Bearer  of  this,  and  whose  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  I>e- 

partnu^nt  will  enable  hiin  to  give  full  and  projK^r  Information.  ; 

1  hav(»  the  licnior  to  Ik-  with  [every]  Sentiment  of  Resjiert.  Y'^nr  ] 

ExrelleiK'ies  most  OlKMl't  &  verv  humble  Serv't 

rdny  Hay. 
(yovernor  <  Mint  on. 


Fishkill  20  June  17S<». 
Dear  <'oloiiel.    Agreeable  to  your  Orders  of  18  Inst.  1  pro-  ■■ 
ceed(Ml   from   tlienre   to   Colo.   Morehouses.   Paulinas   PreiMDCt,  ^ 
shewing  your  addn-ss  to  the  Assessors,  Justices  &c.,  after  read- 


I 
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of  which  and  the  one  to  the  Inhabitants  in  General,  they 
immediatelT  signed  a  Recommendation  pointing  out  to  every 
^habitant,  the  present  Exigency  and  the  evil  Consequences 
^Oukt  must  ensue  from  their  not  furnishing  the  public  with  Pas- 
:ihire  sufficient  to  support  the  Teams  coming  on  with  Provision  for 
ilBe  of  the  army,  with  both  of  which  I  went  round,  and  shewed 
ittiem  to  every  Inhabitant  of  whom  there  was  the  least  probabil- 
ity of  obtaining  any,  but  all  to  no  purpose;  They  would  not  part 
with  a  single  acre.     I  am  Respectfully,  Dear  Colo.  Your  most 


Wd  t  ei 


Serv't  Geo.  Tavlor,  Jun'r. 

Colo.  Udny  Hay. 

P.    8.     Enclosed    you  have  a  Memorandum  of    the    Persons 
names  who  are  possessed  of  Large  Quantities  of  Pasture  and  will 
:»ot  (except  the  one  of  whom  Capt'n  Thos.  Mitchell  has  hired) 
jpart  with  any,  if  they  possibly  can  avoid  it. 
^  Copy. 


Memorandum  of  Persons  who  have  Pasture. 
Silas  Boarman,  Paulings  Prec't  possessed  of  a  Quantity 
€apt*n  Thos.  Briss,  Do  Do 

Wm.  Spencer,  Beekmans  Prec't  hired  by  Capt'n  T.  Mitchell. 
Charles  Arnold  Do  not  at  home  but  is  said  to  have  a 

quantity  of  Pasture  to  Spare. 


[No.  3001.] 

Mr,  Heathcott  Muirson  Granted  Permission  to  Remore  Hi.s  Property 
from  Long  Island. 

The   Bearer   Mr.    Heathcott   Muirson,  having  from   the   Com- 
nencement  of  the  present  Warr  manifested  Sei\t\\\\e\i\%  I^n^wx- 
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about  ye  beginning  of  November  last  between  Capt.  John  Mc- 
Killips  &  John  Dunlop. 

Lieut.  Thomson  deposeth  that  he  cannot  remember  to  have 
heard  Capt.  John  McKillix>s  calling  John  Blair*  or  Major.  James 
Ashton,  Rogues  at  the  affores'd  Conversation. 

James  McK.  Deposeth  that  heath  not  heard  Capt.  John  Mc- 
Killipe  call  Coll.  John  Blair  or  Major  Ashton  afors'd  Rogues  or 
any  other  thing  worse  than  their  own  names  at  s'd  Conversation. 

Thom's  Stark  Deposeth  that  at  said  Conversation  he  hath  not 
heard,  as  he  remembers,  the  words  rogue  or  rogues  mentioned 
at  all,  and  said  Deponent  farth  say  not. 
Duly  Sworn  before  me  the  Day  &  year  above  written. 

Edw.  Rigg. 


White  Creek  June  the  21  1780. 
I  Dow  hearby  Sartify  that  Capt.  John  McCallips  is  a  Trow 
fraud  [true  friend]  to  the  Countrey  and  to  my  knowledg  has  in 
Defens  of  Con  [country]  aver  axerted  him  salf,  sins  he  wos  a 
nofaser  [an  officer]  in  the  millishay  as  [ms.  obscure]  we  know; 
to  houm  Et  may  Consarn:  Gershom  Woodworth,  Left. 

Alex'r  Webster,  Colo.  Edward  Long,  Capt. 

Joseph  McCraken,  Mgr.  Andrew  Thomson,  Liet. 

George  Gillmore,  Capt.  Hugh  Thomson,  Ensign 

William  Brown,  Capt.  John  McClung,  Lt. 


Cambredg  1780  June  the  22:  to  whome  it  may  consern:  that 
Johen  Meckcelp  has  Ben  a  capten  in  iney  Regement  from  the 
Beginning  of  our  contest  and  so  on  and  it  has  allwase  Ben  mey 

^f  the  Sizteejatli  RegimeDt,  Albany  Oounty  MUVUa. 
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.ipeiiyoun  from  lies  Behavear  thet  he  is  a  good  wege  [Whig] 
aud  frend  of  our  contere,  and  am  of  the  same  appenyoun  stell. 

Leavis  Vanwoert,  Colonel. 

Peter  Yates,  Coll. 


[No.  3004.] 
THE  ArTHORITIES  DISPLAY  NERVOUSNESS. 

Lack  of  Public  Spirit  at  a  Crisis  the  Main  Cause — General  Wfi*h 

imjton's  Vieics. 
(Circular.)  Philadelphia,  June  22.  17S0. 

Sir,  Your  Excellency  will  herewith  receive  an  Act  of  Congres:* 
of  the  21 8t  Instant,*  which  will  no  doubt  be  duly  attended  to. 

Those  Parts  of  the  Act  in  particular  that  relate  to  pivinj:  In 
formation  to  Congress  &  their  Committee  at  Head  Quarters,  it 
is  most  earnestly  requested  may  be  attended  to  with  the  utmost 
Expedition  and  punctuality. 

•The  committee  to  whom   was   referred   the  note  from  the  honourable  th<-  n:::ii*  ■'  -' 
Fran«H*,  brought  In  a  report  Wednesday,  June  21,  ITW.  wlilch  was  read,  and  tbtrtujoL 

RESOLVED.   That  the  minister  of  F'rauce  be  Informed  that  ConKress  have  ushJ  •-'''• 
means   In   their  power  to   fulfil   their  engagements  of  January   last:   that  they  hive  i;- 
portioned  the  quota.<<  of  the  .several  states,  and  called  upon  them  most  earnestly  to  :  '• 
plete   the  .same:    that   the   surrender   of  Charlestowu,    and   the   diversion   of  our  io^-.*  ' 
the  southern  department,    together  with  the  heavy  loss  sustained  by  fatigue  arl  i-*-* 
tion  in  a  long  and  toilsome  march,  have  for  the  present  considerably  weakened  lb-  - 1 " 
army:  thai  Congress  have  endeavoured  to  replace  these  deficiencies,   by  domanJi-?  1*'^'' 
additional   supplies   of  recruits  and   militia   from   the  middle  and   eastern   state*.  •■•  '-^^ 
the  fltld  by  the  first  of  July:   that  their  requests  have  been  frequently  rdteratM  i'  "" 
stn  Mgtsr   terms:   that  th'.-y   have  reason   to  believe  that  many  of  them  art*  aiaklr.E  c  ^' 
efforts  to  comply   with   their  demand:  and   that  they   are  not   without   well  gri-un-i"!    v- 
pn  tationj»    tliat    tht-    importance   of    the   occasion    will   awaken    all    to    tht-  m«^^t  ^u  "'•* 
exertions:   that   ('ongr*  s.<   have   demanded  from  each   State  immiKliate   lnformj::oii  ;•'    - 
measures   they   have  ad(>[»t<d   in   consequence   of   their  requisition:   that   thiy   jor-t   ' 
thereby   enabled   more   fully   to  satisfy   the  wishes  of  the  minister  of  Fr.ir.ff'.   r;lv."^»  " 
the   mafttTs    <  oi  tait.»^    in    his    memorial:    that    they    do    full    justice   to    th*    s-l.  r'j^    ' 
the  minister  (»f  I'rani*-.  for  the  advancemt  nt  of  th«.*  mutual  Interests  of  hl>  m^.?i  «  ':-■  '■ 
majisty  and   t;:e.««    li.iinl  .^'fat«s.    and  .sir   with   pleasure,    in  the  warmth   wi:.:  »   .  • 
urges   nuasur- s    ♦vi'lii.tlv    fa:<ulate«l    for    thi-    immediate   advantage    of    th-r^e   f'y<-    ' 
Intimary  of  the  un:on  of  th«    alli- d  ["iwers. 

And  WH'-reas  Con;:rr-s  did.  in  brhalf  of  the  I'nlied  States,  assure  hi-*  ni-  *•  '"-ri-  - 
majesty.  h\  tlieir  a<-.  of  r.ist  of  January  Ia>t.  that  they  would  bring  into  i:j.  fl- :'.  -■'  * 
men.  ixelusixt-.  of  otlif  r>.  and  at  thv  .same  time  solicit  a  nav.il  force  t.»  lO-op- ra'-  ic*'*' 
the  conmioii  *\.*-n\\:  aii-l  wh- r*as  advie.-  has  been  reroiv»'d  from  t  j«'  ■■».»i:rt  ■. :  r"'»- 
(dat  his  most  Cui>:I.i:!  majesty,  in  <  umplianii-  with  the  solicitations  of  I'.T.ffr- -s  m'- 
not  (»nly  dire<*ted  a  <Nw:-i(lfTa)>b-  navai  forei-  to  repair  to  North-.Ami  ri-a.  but  '.'.y .:  -'- 
Joined  thereto  a  r«sr«-!aM«    i-ody   of   land   forces:   and  whereas  Congrv^sii   In  .orr-'i-'" 
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The  Time  is  come  when  we  may  hourly  expect  the  arrival  of 
the  Forces  of  our  ally,  and  the  Plan  of  Operation  ought  to  be 
completely  formed  &  ready  to  be  communicated  upon  their  Ar- 
rival, which  cannot  be  done  for  want  of  proper  &  certain  Infor- 
mation, of  the  Number  of  Forces,  quantity  of  Supplies  &c.  which 
the  States  will  furnish. 

Under  these  Circumstances  you  will  easily  perceive,  that  Con- 
gress and  the  Commander  in  Chief  are  placed  in  a  most  painful 
Situation,  and  that  the  Interest,  Honor,  &  Safety  of  these  States 
are  too  much  effected  to  admit  of  the  least  Delay  or  Neglect  of 
any  &  every  Exertion  which  the  present  Situation  of  our  affairs 
demand.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect  your 

Excellency's  obed't  servant 

Sam.  Huntington,  President. 
His  Exc'y  Gov.  Clinton. 

June  23.     Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  received  a  Letter 

from  his  Exc\v  Gen.  Washington,  an  Extract  of  which  is  en- 

of  their  engagements  by  their  act  of  February  last,  did  call  on  the  several  states  to 
complete  their  quota  of  troops  to  the  establishment  mentioned  In  the  said  act;  which 
quota  they  have  since,  from  the  disaster  at  Charlestown.  found  it  necessary  to  en- 
crease,  and  have  accordingly  approved  the  requisitions  of  their  committee  at  head- 
quarters: and  whereas  none  of  the  states,  whose  battalions  were  deficient,  have  yet  sent 
on  their  recruits  to  complete  the  same,  nor  afforded  any  assurances  that  the  requisitions 
of  CongresB,  and  their  committee,  wHl  be  complied  with;  and  whereas  the  execution 
of  the  above  requisition  will  be  extremely  hazardous  and  expensive,  unless  the  further 
demands  of  Congress  and  their  committee,  for  provision,  arc  punctuall>  complied  with; 
therefore, 

RESOLiVED,  That  the  said  states  be  requested  explicitly,  and  without  the  least  delay, 
to  inform  Congress  how  far  they  may  rely  upon  their  furnishing  the  several  supplies 
of  men,  money  and  provisions  called  for  by  Congress  or  their  committee  at  head- 
quarters. 

And  whereas  the  legislatures  of  many  of  the  United  States  are  not  now  convened, 
though  earnestly  requested  by  Congress  to  continue  their  sessions,  or  to  vest  in  some 
person  «uch  powers  as  would  enable  them  on  the  requisition  of  Congress  or  their  com- 
mittee, to  draw  forth  the  military  resources  of  the  state:  and  whereas  Congress  are  not 
fully  informed  whether  their  magistrates  are  so  empowered: 

RESOLVED,  That  the  supreme  executive  magistrate,  in  each  state,  where  the  legis- 
lature is  not  now  convened,  be  requestd  immediately  to  inform  Congress  what  measures 
they  have  taken,  or  empowered  to  take,  in  compliance  with  the  above  requisitions  of 
Congress,  in  order  that  Congress,  whose  duty  it  is,  may  provide  that  effectual  measures 
be  taken  that  every  state  in  the  union  contribute  thoir  quota  to  the  common  defence. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  executive  magistrate  of  every  state  be  requested  to  correspond 
weekly  with  the  committee  of  Congress  at  head-quarters,  advising  them  of  the  measures 
actually  taken  from  time  to  time  in  pursuance  of  the  above  recited  requisitions  of  Con- 
gress and  their  committee. 
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closed  together  with  an  act  of  CongreM  of  this  Day,  by  which 
you  will  be  further  informed  of  the  pressing  Necessity  of  imme- 
diately forwarding  on  the  Supplies  of  men  A  ProviBions  with 
the  utmost  Expedition  &  the  repeated  request  of  Congress  to 
transmit  to  them  &  their  Committee  at  Headquarters,  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  State  over  which  you  have  the  honor  to  preside 
in  such  manner  as  the  Commander  in  Chief  may  rely,  k  be 
enabled  to  regulate  his  future  Operations  thereon.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  with  the  highest  esteem  your  Ex'ys  humble  Servant 

Saan.  Huntington,  President. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Qenl.  Washington  dated  Head  Quar- 
ters Springfield  20  June  th  1780. 

''The  Hon'ble  The  Committee  will  have  informed  CongreM 
from  time  to  time  of  the  measures  which  have  been  judged 
essential  to  be  adopted  for  cooperating  with  the  armament  ex- 
pected from  France,  and  of  their  requisitions  to  the  States  in 
consequence.  What  the  result  of  these  has  been,  I  cannot  de- 
termine to  my  great  anxiety,  as  no  answers  on  the  subjects  of 
them  have  been  yet  received.  The  period  is  come  when  we  bare 
every  reason  to  expect  the  fleet  will  arrive,  and  yet  for  want  of 
this  point  of  primary  consequence,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
form  or  fix  on  a  system  of  cooperation.  I  have  no  basis  to  act 
upon  and  of  course  were  this  generous  succour  of  our  ally  now  i" 
arrive,  I  should  find  myself  in  the  most  aukward  embarrassiut: 
and  painful  situation.  The  (Jeneral  and  the  Admiral  from  the 
relation  in  which  I  stand,  as  soon  as  they  approach  our  coast, 
will  require  of  mo  a  plan  of  the  measures  to  be  pursued,  ami 
there  ought  of  right  1<»  l>o  one  prepared;  but  circumstanced  a* 
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I  am  I  cannot  even  give  them  conjectures.  From  these  consid- 
erations, I  have  suggested  to  the  committee,  by  a  letter,  I  had 
the  honor  of  addressing  them  yesterday,  the  indispensible  neces- 
sity of  their  writing  again  to  the  States  urging  them  to  give 
immediate  &  precise  information  of  the  measures  they  have 
taken  and  of  the  result.  The  interest  of  the  States,  the  honor 
and  reputation  of  our  councils,  the  justice  and  gratitude  due 
our  allies,  a  regard  to  myself,  all  require  that  I  should  without 
delay  be  enabled  to  ascertain  and  inform  them  what  we  can  or 
cannot  undertake.  There  is  a  point  which  ought  now  to  be 
determined,  on  which  the  success  of  all  our  future  operations 
may  depend,  which  for  want  of  knowing  our  prospects,  I  am 
altogether  at  a  loss  what  to  do  in.  For  fear  of  involving  the 
fleet  and  army  of  our  allies  in  circumstances,  which,  if  not  sec- 
onded by  us,  would  expose  them  to  material  inconvenience  and 
hazard,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  suspend  it,  and  the  delay  may  be 
fatal  to  our  hopes. 

"Besides  the  embarrassments  I  have  mentioned  above  and  upon 
former  occasions,  there  is  another  of  a  very  painful  and  humil- 
iating nature.  We  have  no  shirts  from  the  best  enquiries,  I  can 
make,  to  distribute  to  the  troops  when  the  whole  are  in  great 
want  and  when  a  great  part  of  them  are  absolutely  destitute  of 
any  at  all.  Their  situation  too  with  respect  to  summer  overalls 
I  fear  is  not  likely  to  be  much  better.  There  are  a  good  many 
on  hand  at  Springfield  it  is  said,  but  so  indifferent  in  their 
quality  as  to  be  scarcely  worth  the  expence  &  trouble  of  trans- 
portation and  delivery.  For  the  troops  to  be  without  cloathing 
at  any  time  is  highly  injurious  to  the  service  and  distressing  to 
our  feelings  but  the  want  will  be  more  peculiarly  mortifying 
when  they  come  to  act  with  those  of  our  allies.     If  it  v«»  \\Q^%\Vi\fe 
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I  have  no  doubt  immediate  measurefl  will  be  taken  to  reliere 
their  distress.  It  is  also  most  sincerely  to  be  wished  that  then 
could  be  some  supplies  of  cloathing  furnished  for  the  olBcen. 
There  are  a  great  many  whose  condition  is  really  miserable  still 
and  in  some  instances  it  is  the  case  with  almost  whole  State 
lines.  It  would  be  well  for  their  own  sakes,  and  for  the  pnbBe 
good,  if  they  could  be  furnished.  When  onr  friends  Gome  U 
cooperate  with  us,  they  will  not  be  able  to  go  on  the  common 
rotine  of  duty,  and  if  they  should,  they  must  be  held,  from  their 
appearance,  in  low  estimation."* 

*From  Headquartera,  Wblppany,  under  date  June  25.  1780.  Washington  wrote  t6.tbe 
president  of  Congress:  Since  I  iiad  the  honor  of  addressing  Congress  on  the  HK^.  tli» 
following  movements  have  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  Enemy  snd  on  our  part<Tte 
conduct  of  the  Enemy  and  our  intelligence  giving  us  reason  to  suspect  a  design  tfaiiift 
West  Point,  on  the  21st  the  army,  except  two  Brigades  and  thu  Horse  (left  under  tbc 
command  of  General  Greene  to  cover  the  country  and  our  stores,)  was  put  in  motioa 
to  proceed  slowly  towards  Pompton.  On  the  22d  it  arrived  at  Rockaway  Bridge  tbost 
eleven  miles  from  Morris  Town.  The  day  following,  the  enemy  moved  in  force  tnm 
Elizabeth  Town  towards  Springfield.  They  were  opposed  with  great  conduct  sod  virtt 
by  Major-Generals  Greene  and  Dickinson,  with  the  Continental  Troops  and  such  of  the 
militia  as  were  assembled:  but.  with  their  superiority  of  numbers,  tSiey  of  coanc  gaiscd 
Springfield,  burnt  the  Village,  and  retired  the  same  day  to  their  former  position.  Ic 
the  night  they  abandoned  It.  crossed  over  to  Staten  Island,  and  took  up  their  bridge.  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  Congress  to  General  Greene's  report  for  particulars. 

The  Enemy  advanced  on  this  occasion  with  so  serious  an  aspect,  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  act  upon  the  supposition  of  their  menacing  our  stores.  A  Brigade  wu  de- 
tached to  fall  in  with  their  right  flank,  and  the  army  moved  back  towards  Morris  Tova 
five  or  six  miles,  to  be  more  in  supporting  distance.  On  receiving  intelligecct>  of  t-^ 
Enemy's  withdrawing  from  the  Point,  all  the  Troops  were  put  under  marching  unlrrs 
for  the  North  River;  but  the  weather  prevented  them  from  commencing  their  nur H 
before  this  morning. 

The  late  movements  of  the  Enemy  seem  to  have  no  satisfactory  solution  but  in  fcter- 
prise  against  West  Point.  Our  last  advices  look  strongly  to  the  same  object,  yet  l>'^ 
are  many  powerful  reasons  against  it.  But  as  we  are  now  in  a  great  degree  rid  cf  •'" 
ineumbranoe  of  our  stores  by  the  measures  taken  to  r«nove  them,  prudence  dfrnir^ 
that  our  dispositions  should  be  principally  relative  to  West  Point.'  We  shall  do  f^n- 
thing  in  our  powt-r  for  its  security:  and.  in  ^ite  of  the  peculiar  embarassments  of  ^^ 
sltuatidu.  1  hope  not  without  success.  The  enemy  have  not  made  their  incursion*  Ic'.i 
this  Stat«'  without  loss.  Our?  has  been  small.  The  militia  deserve  everything  tbii  a^ 
Ih-  said  on  both  occasions.  They  fiew  to  arms  universally,  and  acted  with  a  tf-'^' 
fquai  to  anything  I  havt>  seen  in  the  course  of  the  war.  With  every  sentment  of  m?*'' 
1  havt  llio  honor  to  be.  &c.    •    ♦    ♦ 

*  It  will  bi'  Seen  by  an  extract  from  General  Clinton's  letter  to  Lord  Georgt  G*'' 
ni.tin  rdutinK  to  thi.s  subje<  t.  that,  so  far  from  having  any  design  against  West  P^'"'- 
his  <»bjf.  t  was  to  »vek  a  place  of  s*eurity  where  he  could  give  rest  to  his  troopa  ''**^ 
ri  turned  fnan  the  fatigues  of  a  southern  campaign. 

"  I  arrlvtd  in  New  York  from  th«.  south.  "  he  wrote,  "on  the  17th  of  Juno,  and  toit^^ 
U:\M  iMMi.ral  Kuypliausen  had  nmde  a  move  with  the  army  into  Jersey.  At  my  srrJ'** 
tljey  were  between  Elizulu  thtowr.  Oeik  and  Newark.  Washington's  army  was  at  riu:- 
ham.  and  an  advuni.d  « (lrp^  ar  (%^nnecticut  Farms.  In  the  present  rlrrumstanrt*  I 
iou'.d  not  t.iink  of  k*-t<pii:K  thi>  field  in  Jersey.  Waahlngton's  retreat  gave  me  a  IH'^ 
tinu  for  delilieratton.  Tu  avail  my»eli.  however,  as  much  as  I  could,  of  onr  sltsattec.  | 
ordtnd.   i)rtviuusly   lo  riuiiting  Jersey,  a  strong  detachment  under  General  Malhev.  vtu 
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[No.  3005.] 

Colonel  A,  Haickes  Hay,  Reduced  to  Indigence,  Appeals  to  Governor 

Clinton, 

Fish  Kill  June  22d  1780. 

Sir,  Notwithstanding  the  repeated  Losses  &  the  consequent 
accumulation  of  domestic  wants,  which  my  principled  &  inex- 
orable opposition  to  the  claims  of  Britain  on  this,  my  country 
have  involved  me  in — Notwithstanding  the  grinding  extrava- 
gance of  the  Times,  even  to  persons  who^e  Fortunes  have  escai)ed 
the  all  consuming  Depredations  of  a  barbarous  Foe,  and  the 
difficulty  of  maintaining  a  growing,  actually  numerous,  helpless 
&  yet  expensive  Family  like  mine,  after  having  been  despoiled, 
by  fire,  of  house,  bodily  covering,  furniture  and  food;  yet  I  have, 
till  now,  unnoticed  and  alone,  struggled  thro'  in  the  provision  of 
a  meer  Subsistance  for  my  pining  charge.  To  a  Man  of  tender 
Sensibility,  like  your  Excellency,  whose  susceptible  heart  is  made 
to  sympathize  with  &  yarn  to  the  woes  of  the  Citizen,  it  would 
be  needless  to  make  known  the  delicasy  of  feeling  and  the  pride 
of  accustomed  Independence  which,  for  a  long  Time,  deterred 
me  from  troubling  you,  in  this  Solemn  manner,  with  a  plaintive 
address:  But  present  distress  is  too  big  &  pinching  for  my  Dela- 
casy  to  oppose;  it  is  such,  my  Dear  Sir,  as  to  give  utterance  to 
a  stiff  necked  Pride  that  would  otherwise  be  silent,  and  unlocks 
the  Tongue  of  Shame  and  the  bloated  Heart,  turning  with  afflic- 
tion. More  would  be  needless,  to  apologise  to  your  Excellency 
for  the  trouble  of  this  Letter. 

supported  by  Knyphausen.  to  move  to  the  last  division  of  the  rebel  army  and  preM  it 
if  possible,  whilst  I  put  the  troops,  just  arrived  from  Carolina  and  already  lauded  on 
Staten  Island,  afloat  again,  and  repaired  in  person  to  Haverstraw  Bay.  the  transports 
following  me  to  PhiUipsburg.  I  was  thus  in  readiness  to  take  advantage  of  any  un- 
guarde march  the  enemy  might  make  to  succor  the  corps  attacked;  or.  finding  no  enemy 
tor  <^eiMe  (as  waa  the  event),  to  land  the  troops  and  give  a  cansp  of  rest  to  an  army. 
of  which  many  corps  had  had  an  uninterrupted  campaign  of  fourteen  months.  The  at- 
tack of  tbe  rear  of  Washington's  army  was  conducted  with  Judgment  and  spirit.  The 
wa«  forced  from  two  strong  positions,  and  the  troops,  after  remaining  tome  hours 


ta  SprlncAeld.  retired  according  to  my  orders,  and  that  evening  without  molestatloa 
«lietutad  Jersey,  bringing  ott  the  bridge  (^  boats,  which  had  be«ti  \.\x\o^w  %.iix^m»  \>\« 
SUtec  Island  Sound."    MS.  Letter.  July  ith. 


at  Haverstraw  were  burnt  under  the  special  an 

dicative  orders  of  Gov'r  Tryon  to  his  troops;  nc 

what  Ihey  had  then  bereaved  me  of,  British  venj 

sued  me;  it  overtook  me  in  summer  last,  and  ni 

that  remained,  which,  perhaps,  I  could  have  save 

happy,  had  not  the  duties  of  my  office  as  Colone 

straw  militia,  and  the  bent  of  Personal  principle 

at  that  Time,  from  every  attention  to  the  Interes 

or  selfish  nature. 

The  merciless  Enimy  then  stripped  my  wife,  n 

myself  of  every  thing  we  possessed,  but  the  ap 

I  ered  us  in  our  flight.     I  was  bereft  of  money  si 

j  purposes  even  of  a  scanty  support  for  a  few  mon 

'.  is  now  almost  a  wilderness,  having  no  hands  t< 

f 

i  negroes  have  all  been  taken  away;  and  the  whc 

i  stock  has  been,  for  some  time  past,  expended. 

clined  to  serve  my  Country  from  principle,  an< 
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It  is  a  fact  which  I  am  compelled  to  assure  your  Excellency:  that 
had  it  not  been  for  the  Quartering  of  some  of  the  Hospital  Sur- 
geons at  my  House  this  Spring  and  Summer,  my  family  must 
have  starved,  for  the  want  of  resources. 

There  is  one  thing  which  affects  my  feelings  i^  a  most  tender 
manner.  Duty  and  Inclination  call  upon  me  very  loudly,  at  this 
season  of  threatened  alarm,  to  be  present  with  my  Regiment  at 
Haverstraw.  My  Pride  revolts  at  the  thought  of  disingenuity. 
Candour  extorts  the  confession  from  me,  in  support  of  my 
Honor:  that  of  money  I  have  not,  alas!  as  much  as  would  defray 
the  triflfling  expences  I  should  be  at,  while  going  there,  and 
among  my  men.  I  flatter  myself,  that  there  are  few  distresses 
in  this  state  which  better  claim  your  ExcelPys  and  the  Ligisla- 
ture's  notice,  than  those  of  myself  and  family;  it  will  not,  I  hope 
be  thought  vanity  in  me,  to  affirm:  that  all  my  present  misfor- 
tunes have  originated  from  my  having  inviolably  attached  my- 
sell  to  the  cause  of  America;  why  otherwise  hath  the  whole  of 
my  property  been  ruined,  and  that  of  others  in  my  vicinity  left 
entire  and  untouched?  I  turned  out  as  early  in  the  American 
contraversy,  as  the  contraversy  itself,  and  I  am  perswaded  your 
Excell'y  will  acknowledge:  that  nothing  offered  that  could  con- 
tribute to  the  public  good,  which  I  have  not  cheerfully  em- 
barked in.  I,  therefore,  think,  that  from  the  combined  claims  of 
Justice  and  Distress,  I  may  foundedly  invoke  the  united  benevo- 
lence of  your  Excell'y  and  the  Ligislature  in  behalf  of  myself 
and  family^  should  any  office  of  advantage,  within  your  gift  be 
now  open;  you  will  not  I  am  perswaded,  deem  it  cumbersome 
and  disagreable  to  lend  your  voice,  and  Influence  to  obviate  such 
distresses  as  mine,  while  providing  for  my  family,  I  shall  feel 
an  Equal  pleasure  in  holding  some  pubWc  o^e^,^\i^^^Vs^^  v^^\j\^ 
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do  essential  Service  to  my  Country.     1  have  the  honor  of  brine 

your  Excellency's  Most  Obt  Humble  Berv't 

[To  O.  C]  A.  Bmwke«  Rai 


I 


[No.  smm.] 

Ptfter  YiJin  Gasbeffk  Reports  a  Tnfiing  En^aQemmi  W%ik  the  Kitmf. 

Can  skill,  2*^nl  Jijn«»  ITftl 

Sir,  I  have  the  Honor  to  Acqnaint  yoar  Excellency  that  Agree- 
able to  yonr  Excellencies  Orders,  delivered  by  Colo.  Snyder  & 
Mr.  Bndam,  Capt.  ^Salisbaryy  Messrs.  Hasbronck,  Hoffman,  ft  mt- 
self  repaired  to  this  place  from  Sagerties  on  Wednesday  Morning 
where  we  have  remain'd  since,  during  which  time  have  made  no 
discovery  nor  no  Enemy  has  Appeared. 

The  Guards  of  this  place  Amounting  to  40  or  50  Men,  Marched 
on  Wednesday  Evening  to  the  westward. 

This  Morning  a  report  prevails  that  the  Albany  Guards,  had  on 
Wednesday  last  attacked  the  Enemy  at  a  place  called  Basick 
lying  between  Freehold  and  the  Hellebergh;  in  the  Engagement, 
its  said,  six  Indians  were  killed;  as  we  were  to  remain  here 
untill  further  Orders  from  Sndam  &  Homel,  and  not  having  as 
yet  heard  from  them,  presume  they  have  not  compleated  the 
business;  \inth  perfect  Esteem,  I  Remain  Your  Excellencies  Most 
Obed't  &  Very  H.  8erv't  Peter  Van  Gaasbeek. 

His  Exeellenev  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  3007.] 
Scout  in  fj  in  Schoharie. 
\ccording  to  orders  Received  from  your  Excelancy.  Directed 
^  I  have  done  my  Endeavour  to  fulfill  as  much  as  laid  in  mj 
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power  your  Excelancy's  Command,  and  have  sent  ont  a  scout 
of  about  Forty  Trusty  men  or  upwards  for  three  or  four  Days, 
in  order  to  see  what  they  Can  Discover  of  the  Ennemy,  and  then 
I  expect  them  to  return  again  and  how  to  proceed  further  I  do 
not  know  what  will  be  Best.  Therfore,  I  have  Considered  with 
©ome  of  our  Best  Neighbours  to  Inform  your  Excelancy,  that 
it  is  our  oppinion  that  we  ought  to  have  a  Constant  scout  out 
for  that  purpose  if  not  I  do  think  that  we  are  in  great  Dainger. 
Thearefore,  I  thought  proper  to  acquaint  your  Excelency  with 
my  proceedings,  and  my  oppinion  about  the  mater,  and  wish  for 
your  furder  orders  respecting  th<»  same;  part  of  our  Regiment 
is  gone  up  to  Schoharry  according  to  Generall  Orders,  and  I 
should  think  that  we  are  in  great  want  of  them  at  home  to 
scout  upon  the  frontiers,  for  by  the  Information  of  Cole  it  ap- 
pears we  are  in  great  Danger,  so  I  hope  your  honour  will  Cosider 
the  matter  as  you  shall  think  proper.  And  give  us  your  furder 
Instruction;  for  furder  particulars  Inquire  of  the  Bearer  from 

your  most  humble  serv-t 

Cornelius  Dubois,  Lut.  Coll. 
Catskill  Landing,  June  23,  1780. 

To  his  Excellency  Gorge  Clinton,  Esqr. 


[No.  3008.] 

Return  of  Lecics  {to  Rchiforcv  the  Armi/)  Rawed  in  the  City  and 

Couniy  of  Albany, 

A  Return  of  the  Levis  Raised  out  of  the  Different  Regiments 
of  Militia  in  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  to  serve  for  Three 
months  agrtn^able  to  an  Ac^t  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  York  passed  the  24th  of  June  1780,  for  the  purpose  of  Rein- 
forcing the  ('ontiu(^ntal  Army. 
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A  Speech  of  the  Oneida  Chiefs  to  Colo.  Van  Dyck  Delivered 
Sunday  Evinging  18th  June  1780. 

Brother,  Wee  will  now  acquaint  you  with  our  Situation  and 
request  a  judecious  answer. 

An  Onondago  Chief  warrier  called  Wagondenaye,  has  Lately 
come  from  Niagara  &  as  he  passed  thro  Kanaghserage  prevailed 
on  several  families  to  move  oft  for  Niagara.  Since  which  the 
whole  Town  have  left  their  habitations  &  gone  to  the  Enemy, 
also  two  families  of  the  Oneidas,  with  all  the  Onondages 
who  had  joined  us  since  the  Capture  of  their  Village;  this 
strange  suddent  movement  has  alarmd  us  very  much;  we  are 
informed  by  those  who  had  an  interview  with  Wagendenaye  that 
he  said  the  whole  Oneida  nation  should  be  taken  prisoners  in  a 
short  time,  except  shuch  as  emediately  Repaired  to  Niagara  or 
Oswego.  Brother,  we  are  in  great  Consternation.  Reports  from 
various  other  Quarters  Conferm  the  above  account;  we  scarcely 
know  who  to  trust  among  us  in  this  Criticle  situation;  yesterday 
the  last  of  the  Kanaghserages  and  Onondagos  left  us  &  say  that 
our  Town  must  be  distroyed  to  open  the  road  to  the  Mohawk 
River  and  after  the  Onidas  are  secured,  the  enemy  Intend  to  lay 
wast  the  Mohawk  River  so  far  as  Schenectady  or  Albany. 

Brother,  our  women  are  much  terrified  with  the  view  of  their 
approaching  ruin;  they  have  Concluded  to  move  down  into  the 
Country  and  seek  a  place  of  safety  among  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
United  States;  many  of  the  warriors  approve  of  their  Determi- 
nation; so  soon  as  the  women  and  Children  are  secured  the  war- 
riers  will  Return  to  your  garrison  &  be  at  your  Command. 

Brother,  we  now  request  your  best  advice  if  you  approve  of 
our  going  down  the  Country  you  will  appoint  out  some  place 
and  make  provision  accordingly;  we  are  not  able  to  d^t^\i^  wvt- 
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selves  at  Oneida  against  the  force  we  are  sure  will  come  against 

us;  what  can  be  done  for  us;  pray  advise  Genl.  Schuyler  and  the 

officer  commanding  at  Albany  of  our  Situation. 

The  warriers  stand  in  great  need  of  a  little  powder. 

Brother,  this  all  we  have  to  say. 

OraMhopper,  1 

Aamko,  | 

^  ,  }  Chiefa 

Kekengo, 


WilliamkOy      j 
The  above  is  a  trew  translation  by  Saml.  Kirklaud. 
A  trew  Coppy  for  Genl.  Clinton  at  Albany. 


[No.  3010.] 

Colonel  Morgan  Lewis  SupplefPients  Indian  Rumors. 

Albany  24th  June  1780. 

I'pou  the  Faith  of  your  Excellency's  Promise,  I  have  ventiiMl 

to  detain  some  Hands  employed  in  repairing  my  House  who, 

have  been  ordered  on  militia  l>«ty,  and  am  now  to  request  your 

Exemption  for  Alex'r  Forsyth,  Thos.  Easterly  &  Richard  Van 

Zandt,  Carpenters  and  John  Van  Imborough  Mason. 

Two  Oneidas  came  to  Town  the  Day  befon*  Yesterday,  who 

inform  that  the  Onandagos  Tusoaroras  &  four  of  the  prinrii»al 

OncMda  Families  have  gone  to  the  Enemy.    The  Idea  of  a  general 

Invasion  of  our  Frontiers  and  the  Investure  of  Fort  SrhuyKT. 

found(*d  on  Information  1  am  unac(iuainted  with,  appears  univ»T 

sal  amongst  the  Knowing  ones.     Should  it  be  the  Case,  Vho\^ 

to  have  the  Pleasure  of  a((om[)anying  you  on  another  exiKnlition. 

Titerim  I  am,  your  Excelh^ncy's  most  Obe't  very  hum.  serv. 

Mor'n  I-t^wls. 
is  Excellency  (Seorge  Clinton  Esqr. 
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[No.  3011.] 
Colonel  Dubois  Sends  Ttoo  Deserters  to  Governor  Clinton, 

Catskill  Landing  June  24  1780. 
To  his  Excilaney  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 

Whereas  according  to  orders  I  have  sent  out  a  scout  of  up- 
wards of  forty  men  under  the  Comand  of  Capt.  Dubois  and  in 
their  way  they  took  two  men  up  supposed  to  be  Deserters  I, 
therefore,  thought  proper  to  send  them  down  to  your  honner  to 
be  exammened  and  by  the  Returns  of  Capt.  Dubois  is  as  folows: 

According  to  orders  I  have  performed  and  as  I  was  informd 
that  there  was  two  men  at  Freehole  supposed  to  be  deserters; 
in  Consequence  of  that  we  went  with  the  scout  to  that  place; 
1  took  on  men;  Alexander  Wilson  he  said  he  left  West  Point 
som  time  in  Aprill  and  was  permitted  by  Samuel  Darby,  major 
Comedand.  I  inquiered  for  his  pass;  he  said  his  Commerate  had 
it;  I  inquiered  where  he  was;  he  tould  me  he  was  at  the  Eyke- 
bargh,  which  we  also  took  one  William  Johnson,  at  one  Peters 
Plaucks;  he  tould  me  that  he  and  Alexander  Wilson  Came  away 
at  one  time.  Johnson  says  he  left  it  in  May  last  and  further  I 
made  inquiring  of  the  inhabetants,  if  there  had  been  Ennemy 
about  that  place  to  their  Knowledge.  Peter  Plank  said  that 
the  14  of  June  last,  that  there  Came  three  men  at  his  house 
dresed  in  green  Coats  turned  up  with  white;  they  demanded 
provition;  Plank  said  he  had  none  to  spare;  they  tould  him  they 
whould  have  som,  and  Likewise  took  it;  then  Plank  ask  them  if 
they  had  no  Indians  with  them;  they  tould  him  no;  Plank  said  I 
beleave  you  have,  for  I  have  seen  one;  then  they  Caled  to  the 
Indians  and  told  them  to  com  in;  then  they  told  Plank  that  th(»y 
was  a  scout  from  Nigary  sent  by  Coll.  Bottoler,  and  that  they 
was  in  great  want  of  provition  and  that  they  was  a^oin^  tc^ 
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Beasex  but  Plank  says  he  thinks  they  are  gone  hak.  There  vu 
three  white  men  and  two  Indians;  the  inclosed  is  the  past  tke 
prisoners  had  with  them  wich  I  think  is  a  fals  pass  and  fnrtlier 
they  told  that  Coll.  Snyder  had  seen  their  pass,  when  they  Csine 
from  Sopis;  whither  the  story  is  trne  I  cannot  tell;  it  seems  sot 
to  be  verry  good;  that  they  made  snch  a  long  stay  at  sncha 
place  of  the  Contry,  so  if  there  Case  is  Cleare  it  is  best  for  Ham 
selfs,  and  if  in  Case  that  they  should  be  sent  any  further,  I  hope 
your  honner  will  sand  another  gard  with  them,  that  these  men 
may  Com  home,  for  I  have  part  of  that  scoat  oat  yet  and  bare 
ordered  som  men  up  to  Beleave  the  other  to  Ceep  on  till  farther 
orders. 

The  inclosed  is  the  pass  the  prisoners  had;  from  your  most 
humble  servent  Cornelius  Dubois,  Lut.  Col. 

[To  G.  C] 


[No.  3012.] 
Relative  to  the  Fort  to  Be  Constf^cted  at  f^chenectadtf. 

Kingston,  June  the  24"  17S<). 
(leiit..   An  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  yesterday  enabling 
the  Inhuhitants  to  erect  a  fortress  therein,  a  Copy  of  which  will 
W  transmitted  to  you  by  Mr.  Vrooman. 

By  tliis  law  yon  will  observe  that  the  field  officers  and  Jus 
ticcs  of  the  iH»act^  or  a  majority  of  them  to  cause  works  of  de 
fcnco  and  smuity  to  W  eriM'tcd  in  such  manner  &  form  as  thf 
|MM*si»ii  ad>  ilu*  tiov'i  shall  diivct. 

Without  Immii«:  im  tlu*  spot  it  is  not  impossible  <?i  to  givt*  anj 
poiniotl  diriMtioiis  on  tlu*  sul>j»Mt.  As  to  the  particular  situ 
iitioi).  1  would  liavo  \ou  to  tix  on  such  a  position,  as  appear? 
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it  calculated  to  cover  the  town  so  as  that  from  your  works 

many  of  the  streets  as  possible,  may  be  exposed  to  its  fire. 

t  would  be  well  that  you  had  some  public  Building  included 

the  w^orks  to  afford  shelter  for  women  children  and  effects, 

:  care  must  be  taken  that  such  Building  should  be  so  far  from 

f  Town  as  to  run  no  risque  of  being  consumed  in  case  the 

wn  should  be  set  on  fire. 

Lb  to  the  Extent  of  the  work  you  will  be  governed  by  the 

nber  of  men  you  will  have  to  defend  it  and  in  this  Computa- 

Q  none  ought  to  be  included  who  are  fit  for  active  service  in 

^  field.    The  number  of  persons  you  have  to  shelter  will  also 

a  Consideration  in  determining  on  this  matter. 

^  palisade  or  picketed  work  will  be  the  cheapest;  materials 

lily  provided  and  defensible  as  any  ag't  musketery,  which  is 

you  have  to  apprehend.    I  am,  Gent,  your  most  hu.  serv. 

[G.  C] 
[}  the  oflBcers  and  magistrates  of  Schenectady.] 


[No.  3013.] 

ttmor  Clinton  to  Lieutenant  Oovemor  Van  Cortlandt  in  Regard  to 
Important  News. 

Poughkeepsie,  June  25th  1780. 

5ir,    I  have  only  time  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 

aeral  Howe  and  an  Extract  of  one  from  his  Excellency  Gen- 

1  Washington;  and  to  inform  you  that  in  consequence  of  the 

elligence  they  contain  I  have  ordered  the  whole  of  the  militia 

this  county  to  rendesvous  at  Fish  Kill  immediately,  for  which 

ce  1  intend  myself  to  set  out  in  the  course  of  the  day.     I  am, 

,  with  great  Respect  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.  C. 
0  Lieutenant  Governor  Cortlandt.] 
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[No.  ^U.] 
Concerning  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

West  Point,  26  Juae  1780. 

Dear  Sir,  Nothing  jour  Excellency  can  write  to  me,  will  be 
thought  a  trouble,  nor  any  thing  yon  can  propoae  be  anattenM 
too,  or  not  complied  with  when  in  my  power. 

The  party  you  speack  off  were  taken  by  the  Connecticut  Mili- 
tia, and  within  the  Bounds  of  that  State  and  therefore  not  ex- 
changeable, but  for  those  of  that  State  who  are  prisoners.  I 
make  no  doubt  however,  but  upon  an  application  to  Governor 
Trumbull  he  will  readily  consent  to  the  Exchange;  npon  a  prom- 
ise from  you  of  rendering  him  the  same  civillity  on  a  similar 
occasion.  If  there  shou*d  be  any  prisoners  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Comissary  of  prisoners  at  Fish-Kills,  that  are  not  Soldiers,  and 
will  answer  the  end,  I  shall  with  pleasure  give  ray  sanction  to 
it,  but  as  I  doubt  whether  there  are  or  not,  I  should  think  an 
application  to  Oovernor  Trumbull  wou'd  be  the  In^st  mctlu^il 

In  the  m(»an  time  I  will  write*  to  Col.  Hay  to  enquin*  int«»  tli^* 

statf-  of  the  prisoncMs  at  Fish  Kills,  and  if  there  are  any  thai  will 

answer  the  purpose,  I  will  inform  your  Exeellenev  of  it.    I  ani. 

Dear  Sir,  With  peat  respeet  Your  Excellency's  most  ob.  ser. 

Kolit.  Ih'^' 
His  Exeelh^nrv  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  3015.]  : 

sir  Hftnif  (lhit(m*f<  Advance  Cp  the  Hmhon.  ; 

Kamapough  June  2Tth  17*»**       'i 
hear  Sir,    1   nreivetl  your  Letter  requesting  an  account  r« 
sjMM-tiii;:  tlu*  new  arraiij;e!n<*nt  of  the  Q'r  Master's  liepiirlim'Dt: 
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I  have  not  your  letter  by  me  and  therefore  cannot  give  it  a  par- 
ticular Answer. 

General  Schuyler  returned  last  night  to  Morristown  from 
Philadelphia,  which  place  I  left  in  the  Evening;  he  says  the 
arrangement  is  nearly  Complete,  but  that  it  is  mutilated  in  the 
Plan  in  such  a  way  as  will  in  a  great  Measure  destroy  its  utility. 
The  Sallary  of  the  State  Deputies  is  to  be  130  Dollars  pr.  Month; 
an  Assistant  Deputy  70,  and  others  in  the  Same  proportion.  I 
shall  say  nothing  further  upon  it  untill  I  see  it;  Congress  always 
destroy  with  their  left  hand  what  they  begin  with  their  right. 
People  that  will  not  learn  Wisdom  by  suffering  &  experience 
cannot  be  saved. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  part  of  his  army  is  up  the  River  near 
Philipses  Plantation;  his  designs  are  unknown.  I  am,  sir,  Your 
humble  Serv't  Nath.  Greene. 

Colo.  Hay.  * 

Copy.  

[No.  3016.] 
A  Plan  to  Conciliate  the  Disaffected  in  the  County  of  Cumberland, 
To  a  Committee  from  a  Number  of  Towns  in  the  County  of  Cum- 
berland, to  meet  at  Brattleborough,  June  27th  1780. 
Gentlemen,  The  Legislatui-e  of  the  State  of  Vennont,  consider- 
ing the  unhappy  Diifei'ences  and  Disputes,  which  have  so  long 
continued  respecting  Goverament  in  the  County  of  Cumberland, 
and  being  earnoKtly  desirous  of  having  Government  eetablished 
on  the  broad  and  sure  basi^;  (the  perfect  T^nion  and  agreement 
of  the  People)  were  pleased  at  their  Session  in  March  last,  to 
appoint,  Jonas  Fay,  Mo^es  Robin^sion,  &  Stephen  II.  Bradley, 
Esqrs.,  a  Committee  with  full  Power  to  tteal  VvWi  ?i\\  ^w^  <i^N^^^ 


trust  thro'  you,  the  People  whom  you  repreeeut, 

wait  on  them  in  the  following  manner.     At  Westi 

House  on  the  first  Day  of  August  next  aftenjoc 

Meeting  House  on  the  2  Day  of  August  next  aftemo< 

borough  Meeting  House  the  3  day  of  August  n€ 

and  at  Guilford  Meeting  House  the  4  Day  of  Augv 

noon. 

And  should  be  happy  Gentlemen  at  either  of  the 

said  to  meet  you  or  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  J 

above  Purpose  of  amicably  removing  all  Differe] 

Sirs,  Your  moet  obedient  Humble  Servant 

Jonas  Fay, 

Moses  Robinson, 

Stephen  R.  Bradley, 
Westminster  June  23d  1780. 


[No.  3017.] 
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«tantly  employd  in  that  business,  which  I  am  in  hopes  they  will  be 
able  to  afford  me  soon,  as  the  transjyortation  of  the  salt  pro- 
visions ie  n^^arly  compleated;  in  the  mean  time  it  is  necessary  I 
bhould  have  all  the  aid  the  upper  part  of  Orange  County  and  the 
lower  part  of  Uleter  County  can  possibly  afford  me;  permitt  me, 
therefore,  to  request  your  Excellency  will  be  so  good  as  desire 
the  members  for  theise  Counties  to  favour  me  with  the  names  of 
the  districts  from  which  1  can  reasonably  expect  assistance,  the 
proportion  of  teams  each  district  ought  to  afford,  and  the  names 
of  the  magistrates  or  other  principal  gentlemen,  within  each 
district  whose  advice  and  influence  I  ought  to  apply  for  on  this 
occasion;  your  Excellency  well  knows  how  necessary  it  is  I  should 
cultivate  the  confidence  of  all  ranks  of  people  in  the  state  wher- 
ever I  have  public  business  to  transact,  which  can  never  be 
done  but  by  the  strictest  impartiality  in  the  demands  I  make 
for  such  services  as  I  am  necessarily  oblidged  from  time  to  time 
to  require,  and  as  I  am,not  sufficiently  aequainted  with  that  part 
of  the  State  to  enable  me  to  act  with  that  impartiality  I  would 
wish  on  this  occasion,  I  doubt  not  that  your  Excellency  will  for- 
give the  liberty  I  now  take,  and  favour  me  with  an  answer  by 
the  bearer  of  this.  As  it  will  be  necessary  to  em.ploy  a  person 
constantly  in  procuring  these  teams  as  long  as  their  assistance 
is  wanted,  I  have  sent  for  Capt.  Hunter  formerly  of  Colonel 
M^lcom's  Regt.  for  that  purpose;  of  his  activit}^  and  zeal  I  have 
already  had  good  proof;  but  should  the  gentlemen  whose  advice 
I  have  requested  think  of  any  person  more  suitable,  I  would 
wish  to  employ  him,  as  I  can  find  sufficient  business  for  Capt'n 
Hunter  otherwise. 

Lett  me  request  your  Excellency  will  lay  before  the  Legislature 
(if  not  already  done)  my  memorial  re»\wclm^  ^  eowW\w\'i\W«Vi  <A 
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the  certificates,  and  my  letter  upon  the  Bobject  of  Pastnres.    I 

have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  utmost  respect,  your  Excellency*^. 

most  obedient  and  very  humble  ser't, 

Udiiy  Hay. 

Governour  Clinton. 

P.  S.  An  aid  from  General  Heath  brings  an  account  that  it  is 
reported  and  believed  to  the  eastward  that  Admiral  Greavea  is 
arrived  at  Hallifax  with  twelve  sail  of  the  line. 

Mr.  Tx)udon  informs  me  by  an  account  of  Mr.  Rivington'g  xhvy 
have  had  a  ?econd  touch  in  the  West  Indies,  in  which  he  tells  a 
Cock  &  a  bulls  story  of  six  of  their  ships  having  been  detached 
from  the  reet,  having  fallen  in  with  the  whole  of  the  French  flcft 
performed  prodigies  of  valour,  but  confesses  they  have  gott  most 
cursedlv  mauld. 


Kingston  29th  June  178<). 

D>  Sir,  The  inclo^ned  is  as  full  an  answer  to  yours  of  yestor 
day  with  respect  to  the  Transportation  of  the  Flour  from  Sussex 
to  New  Windsor  as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain.  About  an  Hour 
since  the  Council  of  Appointment  made  you  agent  for  this  State 
to  supply  the  Quota  of  Provissions  &c.  to  be  furnished  by  t\\\^ 
State  for  the  use  of  the  Army  &  I  have  no[w]  to  request  that 
you  will  immediately  repair  to  this  Place  Sc  receive  your  Com 
mi^^siou  iS:  a  Copy  of  the  Law  under  whii-h  you  are  to  act.  It 
may  b<»  of  linp(»rtau(t»  to  you  in  the  Execnti<m  of  your  offi«v  tt» 
sn*  the  Ix»j:islatun^  before  they  risi*  as  you  may  be  able  to  hav«- 
such  Matt<M(S  cxplain<Ml  to  you  as  from  a  perusal  of  the  I^iw  ma} 
apiw»ar  iiitrirate  iV:  obscure.     They  will  rise  on  Siiturday.     I  am 

ur  most  (MhmVi  Serv't  [O.  C] 

Col.  rduy  llay.] 
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[No.  3018.] 
Captain  John  Chipmnn  Acquires  Startling  Infornmtion. 

Fori  Edward,  June  28th  1780. 
Sir,  By  :;;e('ret  InteUigeiue  I  find  there  is  a  party  to  be  sent 
very  soon  to  destroy  Stillwater;  they  will  come  by  the  way  of 
Crown  Point,  eros«  the  Sacandapja  River  at  the  Rappets,  pro- 
ceed west  to  Balls  Tow^n,  come  in  at  the  lower  part  of  Stillwater, 
destroy  up  the  River  as  far  as  they  possibly  can,  and  make  their 
Retreat  good.  They  have  some  new  Levies  raised  which  Capt. 
Baits  can  inform  you  about.  I  understand  they  have  particular 
Ordei^  to  distress  the  Frontiers,  keep  them  from  putting  Seed 
in  the  ground  or  from  harvesting  what  is  now  on  the  ground. 
This  lutelligence  is  come  at  three  different  Times;  the  first  by 
a  Capt.  and  then  by  two  Lieuts.  and  is  very  possible  to  be  true. 
I  cannot  send  Scouts  to  any  puriK)se  for  want  of  salted  provi- 
sions, but  I  shall  do  all  in  my  Power  to  keep  the  men  out  as 
much  as  possible.  We  much  want  Camp  Kettles,  and  amu- 
nition  is  \ery  Scant.  I  shall  receive  it  as  a  Favour  if  in  your 
Power  to  send  me  the  Articles  of  War  as  I  am  intirely  destitute. 
The  Tory  People  ai-e  continually  harrasing  me  for  leave  to  go 
to  Canada  and  their  Situation  is  truly  deplorable  as  they  have 
no  Provision  nor  Money  to  purchase  any.     Yours  &e. 

John  Chipinan,  Capt. 
Collo.  V.  Schaick.     (Copy.) 


[No.  3019.] 
Draft  of  Colonel  Idny  Hay's  Commission  a^  State  Agent, 
By  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq.  Governor  &ca. 
To  Udney  Hay  Esquire  Greeting. 

By  Virtue  of  the  Authority  in  me  vested  by  a  certain  Act  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  entitled  An  Act  to  procure 
Supplies  &c. 
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I  have  (by  and  with  the  Advice  and  omuneiit  of  tbe  Coimdl  <if 
Appointment)  appointed  &  1  do  by  these  pre*eritii  aj»[KiiDt  von, 
the  said  Udney  Hay  agent  to  procure  the  Snppli<*ii  to  b**  pro 
cured  in  purBuance  of  the  said  Act  on  the  Ac^MJunt  &  Credit  of 
the  said  State,  for  the  Use  of  the  United  States  with  all  tbt 
Power®  Priviledgen  Authorities,  Eiuolumenbg  Claries  A  Ad  van 
tages  to  the  said  oflrtce  of  agpnt  hy  Law  belotigmg  nr  in  any  w\^ 
appertaining.    For  wLioU  thi^  shall  bt*  yuiir  Warmtit. 

Qiren  nnder  my  Hand  and  the  Privy  Seal  of  the  mid  State  at 
Kingston  in  the  County  of  Ulster  the  twenty  ninth  Day  of  Jone 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  Elgbtj 
&  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  said  State. 


[No.  3020.] 

Albany  Militia  Divided  into  Two  Brigades— Robert  Van  Renuelaer 
Assigned  to  Command  One. 

Kingston,  2^h  June  1780. 

Sir,  Inclo^d  you  have  my  general  orders  of  equal  date,  divid 
Ing  the  militia  of  the  County  of  Albany  into  two  Brigades,  and 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  transmitting  you  a  Oommi«eion  giving  you 
the  command  of  one  of  them;  the  order  for  dividing  the  Brigade 
is  directed  to  the  Clerk  of  your  County,  in  whose  office  it  mn<it 
be  filed,  to  him  you  will  please  immediately  to  forward  it. 

From  the  information  I  have  lately  received  from  Genl.  Ten- 
broock  and  Coll.  Vanahaik  I  have  great  reason  to  believe  that  the 
savages  meditate  a  sudden  and  general  attack  upon  the  settle- 
ments in  Tr^'on  County,  and  that  Fort  Schuyler  will  be  at  the 
same  time  invested.  The  deranged  situation  of  the  militia  in 
that  county  has  induced  me  to  annex  it  to  your  Brigade,  for 


which  purpose  I  now  inclose  you  an  order.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  considering:  the  alarming  nature  of  this  information 
anjd  the  indisposition  of  Grenl.  Tenibroock,  that  you  repair  ime- 
diately  to  Tryon  County  and  collect  the  militia  of  that  County 
together  with  so  many  of  the  neighbouring  militia  from  the 
County  of  Albany  as  you  shall  deem  necessary*  for  defending  the 
Country  and  defeating  the  designs  of  the  Enemy.  On  your  ar- 
rival at  Albany  you  will  confer  with  Genl.  Tenbroock  to  whom 
thifl  Letter  shall  be  a  sufficient  order  for  furnishing  you  with 
such  detachments  from  his  Brigades  as  will  be  required  for  these 
purposes.  The  Levies  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  will  of 
Course  come  under  your  direction  while  upon  this  command. 
Coll.  Van  Schaik  will  afford  you  every  assistance  in  his  power 
to  facilitate  your  opperations. 

I  inclose  you  an  a^t  of  Legislature  authorizing  the  impress  of 
provisions  &c.  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  a  warrant  to  enable 
you  to  carry  the  same  into  execution,  by  which  I  trust  the  army 
under  your  command  will  be  suflSciently  provided  for  and  the 
surplus  removed  into  places  of  safety. 

I  would  only  repeat  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  you 
enter  upon  this  command  without  a  moment's  delay  and  relying 
upon  your  ready  compliance  and  strenuous  exertions  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  I  forgot  to  inform  you  that  if  my  intelligence  is  to  be 
depended  upon,  the  time  on  which  this  atack  is  to  be  made  can 
not  be  many  days  distant,  which  shews  the  necessity  of  your 
imediate  and  most  vigorous  exertions.  Colo.  Van  Sehaick  & 
Genl.  Ten  Broeck  will  furnish  you  with  Copies  of  the  informa- 
tion transmitted  to  me. 
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[No,  8021.] 

(CONGRATULATED  ON  HIS  BE-ELECTION. 

Oovenior  Clinton  Receives  a  Commendaiarif  Letter  from  Hia  Frlad 
Robert  R.  lAvinffttaH. 

Philadelphia,  2»th  Jane,  178a 
Dear  ^ir,  I  should  be  very  much  mortifled  if  I  were  ta  aacribe 
your  silence  to  neglect,  but  I  know  the  diversity  of  bosliieaa  tkit 
has  engaged  your  attention  for  some  time  pact,  &  do  not  wonder 
if  amidst  the  hurry  of  great  affairs  the  little  calls  of  priTati* 
friendship  sh*d  be  forgot.  >  It  gave  me  sensible  pleaaare  to  find 
from  the  great  auperiority  of  ballots  in  yopr  favor  at  the  tort 
election,  that  the  people  notwithstanding  the  endeavours  of  some 
designing  men  are  disposed  to  do  justice  to  your  niMTital 

I  am  sorr>'  to  find  that  in  passing  the  finance  bill,  no  provissioii 
has  been  made  for  exchanging  money,  aa  thia  w'd  enable  yon  to 
answer  the  demanda  of  Congress  which  are  extreamly  preniBg 
&  at  the  siime  time  put  some  money  in  the  treasury  without  too 
mncli  disstressiiig  the  inhabitants  by  taxes;  it  was  for  this  par 
l>o{*e  tlie  words  by  taxes  or  otherwise  were  inserted  in  the  resoln- 
tion.  If  thf  legislature  are  sitting,  I  wish  a  supplemental  bill 
may  pass  inniH^diately;  if  not  I  think  that  the  nece«t»ity  would 
justify  you  in  ordering  the  treasurer  to  do  it  till  they  met.  a* 
it  nt»v<»r  was  the  Idea  of  any  of  us  that  you  could  raise  the  whole 
sum  di^niaii'led  by  tax. 

I  wrote  to  yon  on  the  subject  of  my  tax.  I  am  informed  that 
insttad  of  nine  thousand  it  is  nearly  £15000,  eo  that  my  annual 
tax  amV  to  upwards  of  £50000;  my  income  is  not  £10,0(H>.  1  do 
not  wish  to  ^^et  rid  of  any  burthen  which  others  bear;  all  1  aak 
is  that  the  Ix^pslature  will  not  suffer  advantage  to  be  taken 
of  the  absence  of  their  servants;  but  either  have  the  charge  open 
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till  I  am  [at]  liberty  to  return  &  controvert  it,  or  by  malting 
the  proper  inquiries  themeelves  do  me  justice. 

We  have  information  of  the  arrival  of  a  very  formidable  Span- 
ish armament  in  the  West  Indies,  so  that  we  have  all  the  reason 
in  the  world  to  suppose  that  some  decisive  blow  will  be  struck 
there  after  the  hurricane  months  are  over;  England  will  have 
more  upon  her  hands  than  she  can  cleverly  manage,  and  I  think 
we  have  all  the  reason  imaginable  to  believe,  that  if  we  make 
exertions  any  way  adequate  to  the  occasion,  this  will  be  a  de- 
cisive campaign. 

We  have  been  in  pain  for  West  Point,  but  I  hope  that  we  have 
now  nothing  to  fear  from  that  quarter,  as  we  hear  that  our  line 
are  returned  &  that  the  posts  are  strongly  reinforced.  Should 
they  be  attacked  I  hope  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven  that  our  mili- 
tia under  your  Excellency's  command  may  acquire  equal  glory 
&  be  crowned  with  more  success  than  they  were  in  the  last 
attack. 

You  will  present  my  comp's  to  Mrs.  Clinton  &  believe  me  to 
be  with  every  sentiment  of  re8i)ect  &  esteem,  Your  Excellency's 
Most  Obt.  Hum:  Serv't  Robt.  R.  Livingston. 

[To  G.  C]  

[No.  3022.] 

Washington  Declares  the  Crisis  the  Most  Delicate  and  Important 
the  Countf-y  Has  Ever  Experienced. 

(Circular)  Head  Quarters  Ramapaugh,  30th  June  1780. 

Sir,  As  the  Levies  required  of  the  States  for  filling  their  Bat- 
talions have  not  yet  joined  the  army  or  the  French  Fleet  arrived, 
I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  the 
Doilitia,  which  the  Honorable  the  CJommittee  of  Congress  were 

pleased  to  call  for  on  a  late  occasion,  to  be  al  l\ie  'gV^^e  ^-^^YoX^i.^ 
57 
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for  their  rendezvous  before  tbe  25"  next  month.  By  thia  time 
I  would  willingly  hope  that  things  will  be  in  such  a  train,  as 
to  enable  us  to  commence  our  operations,  and  to  make  their  aid 
essential.  The  present  Crisis  is  by  far  the  mo9t  important  and 
delicate  that  this  Country  has  ever  experienced  and  it  pains  me 
in  the  extreme  that  we  are  so  backward  in  all  our  measarei 
I  hope  a  moment  will  not  be  lost  in  pushing  on  the  Levies  to 
fill  the  Battalions.  Our  allies  would  be  chagrined,  were  thej 
to  arrive  to-day,  to  find  that  we  have  but  a  handful  of  men  in 
the  field,  and  would  doubt,  it  is  more  than  probable,  whether  we 
had  any  serious  intention  to  prosecute  measures  with  Vigor.  If 
we  do  not  avail  ourselves  of  their  succour  by  the  most  decisive 
and  energetic  stei)s  on  our  part,  the  aid  they  so  generously  bring 
may  prove  our  ruin,  and  at  best  it  will  be  in  such  case,  among 
the  most  unfortunate  events,  next  to  that  of  absolute  ruin,  that 
could  have  befallen  us.  I  think  it  my  duty  as  often  as  I  haye 
the  honor  of  addressing  the  States  to  forewarn  them,  that  tbe 
completion  of  their  Battalions  to  their  full  complement  of  five 
hundred  and  four.  Bank  and  File,  is  a  measure  of  indispensible 
necessity  to  the  intended  cooperation,  and  that  without  it  we 
cannot  ever  attempt  any  thing  decisive.  I  have  the  Honor  to  W 
with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  most  ol>i. 
and  h'ble  Ser\'t  Go.  Washington. 

His  Excellencv  Gov.  Clinton. 


[No.  .'^023.] 
Major  Uetfield  Summarily  Removed  from  Office. 

War-Office  June  30.  17S<1 
Sir,    In  the  yeai*  1T7S  we  did  ourselves  the  honour  to  reqoest 
jour  Excellency  \o  av\>oint  a  commissary  of  hides  for  the  stale  of 
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^ew-York.  In  consequence  of  which  you  were  pleaeed  to  ap- 
point Major  Hatfield.  Upon  the  new  arrangement  of  the  deport- 
ment in  1770,  Major  Hatfield  received  a  fresh  appointment  from 
the  board.  Since  then  we  have  received  many  complaints  of  the 
^oss  mismanagement  of  the  hide  department  under  Major  Hat- 
field, &  very  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  are  well  founded. 
Nothing  has  been  suggested  that  impeaches  Major  Hatfield's  in- 
tegrity; but  he  eeems  to  have  given  too  little  personal  attention 
to  the  business,  &  trusted  too  much  to  his  assistants.  But  from 
Tvhatever  cause  it  arose,  the  public  have  sustained  such  immense 
losses  from  the  mismanagement  of  the  department  under  Major 
Hatfield,  that  we  have  been  constrained  to  remove  him;  and  have 
api>ointed  John  Mehelm,  Esqr.,  (Commissary  of  Hides  for  New 
Jersey)  to  <nncceed  him. 

As  Mr.  Hatfield  was  originally  appointed  by  your  Excellency, 
-we  judged  it  proper  to  advise  you  of  the  reasons  which  have 
induced  us  to  remove  him.  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
greatest  respect  &  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  ser- 
Tants, 

In  behalf  &  by  order  of  the  Board 


His  Excellency  Govemour  Clinton. 


Tim:  Pickering. 


[No.  3024.] 
The  petition  of  Johannis  P.  Haver  to  be  released  from  jail.* 


[No.  3025.] 
Petition  in  behalf  of  Jacob  Lent  and  his  familv.' 


•Omitted. 
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[No.  ^3026.] 
John  Brevoori  Lays  Claim  to  Patriotism. 
The  Humble  representation  of  the  State  of  fftcts  of  J<riiii  Bl^ 
voort ;  That  on  or  about  the  15th  of  April  1777  from  manj  pret- 
sing  Circumstances  Viz  the  receipt  of  Several  Letters  rec'd  fr» 
my  mother  then  living  in  N.  Y.  advis'd  me  of  the  Death  of  sff 
Father:  at  the  same  time  urging  me  in  the  most  pressing  termii 
to  come  into  town  immediately,  as  my  Mother  was  at  the  time 
of  Father's  Death,  Dangerously  ill  &  from  all  human  appear 
ances  likely  to  die,  the  consequence  of  which,  woud  have  thrond 
the  whole  of  my  Father's  Estate  into  the  hands  of  a  confirm 
Tory,  who  woud  undoubtedly  have  embezzled  or  appropriated  the 
whole  of  it.  That  on  receipt  of  the  above  Letters  &  from  the  Cir 
cumstances,  which  then  presented  themselves  to  me  on  this 
occasion.  Obliged  me  to  apply  to  the  oflBcer  then  cominanding  oo 
the  Lines  for  a  Flag  to  go  to  the  City;  immediately,  as  I  expected 
not  to  see  my  M(»ther  alive  shoud  I  not  be  thei'e  in  twenty  four 
hours,  he  put  mo  off  from  Day  to  Day;  I  did  not  know  what :« 
do  in  my  Critical  Situation;  however,  I  told  my  Case  to^»meof 
my  Friends  &  on  s<^H?ing  the  letters  they  advis-'d  me,  to  go  do^n, 
to  see  my  Mother,  in  her  low  condition,  which,  I  did;  that  afT»r 
my  stay  there  some  Davs,  mv  Mother  began  to  ix?cover;  she  tb^n 
begg'd  me  to  stay  with  her;  to  take  care  of  her;  in  the  tlit-n  h*!]" 
less  condition,  she  was  in,  which  1  thought  myself  in  Duty  bo'iud 
to  do;  that  I  iviiiaind  in  the  said  City  until  tht-  13ih  of  Mt.v. 
17^0;  that  diirinj^^  my  stay  there  was  treatiKl  in  the  niosi  ti::'- 
giouH  manner  by  the  Tories  «S:  every  other  Friend  to  the  BriTi>b 
Government,  on  account  of  my  steady  attachment  to  ilu-  n-^'^ 
lution;  that  my  principli^*  strongly  induced  me  to  n*ndi*r  »v»ry 
Service  in  my  powrr  to  the  officers  &  soldiers  of  the  Tnii^d 
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States,  by  aiding  &  asisting  many  .of  thorn  to  effect  their  escape 
from  their  present  .Captivity;  that  I  also  was  induced  from  Similar 
motives  to  Subscribe  Laberally  to  the  Suj^port  of  our  poor  Dis- 
tressed oflBcers  on  Long  Island  &  elsewhere  that  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  British.  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Gentlemen, 
gander  whose  cognizance  this  may  fall)  to  my  worthy  Good  Neigh- 
bours, for  my  Character  formerly  &  also  to  those  oflBcers  to  whom 
I  rendered  these  Services. 


[No.  3027.] 

Mr,    Taylor^s    Memorcmdum    Condemning    Tories    in   Tryon    and 
Albany  Counties^  June^  1780. 

Memorandum  for  his  Excellency  Gov.  Clinton. 

The  Reverend  Stewart  living  near  fort  Hunter,  an 

Enemy  to  the  United  States,  was  permitted  to  remain  in  Tryon 
County  thro  the  Solicitations  of  the  Mohawk  Indians;  his  Con- 
duct &  Expressions  has  Rendered  him  Exceedingly  obnoxious  to 
the  Whigs,  of  that  county;  the  Removing  him  would  be  very 
agreeable  to  the  friends  of  America  in  those  parts.  The  permit- 
ting the  families  of  persons  who  have  Joined  and  are  now  with 
the  Enemy,  to  Remain  among  us  is  displeasing  to  the  Supporters 
A  defenders  of  our  Constitution;  could  they  not  be  removed  to 
their  friends  after  being  permitted  to  dispose  of  all  their  move- 
able Effects;  no  Commissioners  of  Sequestration;  Lieutenant 
Drummond  is  still  at  Schenectady,  his  behaviour  is  not  as  it 
ought  to  be.  Henry  Vanschaack  and  others  in  his  Situation  it 
is  hoped  will  soon  be  sent  to  New  York;  the  Tories  complain  of 
Partiality,  the  whigs  much  dissatisfied. 
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able  to  your  Excellencies  Requisition,  being  most  respectfully, 

Your  Excellencies  obedient  servant 

G.  V.  Schaick. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  3029.] 
A  MutiMed  Manuscript  Relating  to  Depredations  on  Long  Isla/nd. 

[  ]»lst  July  1781  (?)1780(?) 

[  ]  *  Legislature  of  this  state 

[  ]  *  enclose  their 

[  ]*  of  my  Letter  to  Gov'r 

[  ]*  relative  to  depredations 

[  ]*  under  the  sanction  of 

commissions  issued  by  him.  They  are  accompanied  by  aflS- 
davits  which  establish  the  facts  complained  of.  I  know  not 
whether  it  is  necessary  to  inform  your  Excellency,  &  Congress, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Island  which  is  exposed 
to  these  injuries  are,  for  the  most  part  firmly  attatched  to  the 
interest  of  America,  and  so  respectable,  that  the  enemy  have 
seldom  thought  it  prudent  to  irritate  them  by  acts  of  powei*, 
tho'  they  are  from,  their  situation  unhappily  subject  to  their 
jurisdiction.  The  pointed  resolutions  which  Congress  have 
heretofore  published  on  this  subject,  prove  that  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  these  circumstances,  or  what  is  more  probable,  & 
does  them  greater  honor,  that  they  were  unwilling  to  risk  the 
virtue  of  their  Citizens,  by  indulging  the  sperit  of  avarice,  & 
Cruelty,  at  the  expence  of  humanity.  If  moral  obligations  can 
ever  derive  weight  from  political  considerations,  they  would  in 
the  present  instance  be  strongly  enforced  by  the  influence  which 

•Haniwcrlpt  torn. 
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the  good  will  of  these  people  miist  lutTe  upon  our  fntnMJfj  mS^ 
tary  operations. 

As  it  is  supposed  that  a  miBconstnictioii  of  the  ordiBaiee 
relative  to  the  capture  &  condemnation  of  prices  past  in  March 
last,  will  afford  a  pretence  for  the  Continuance  of  these  depre- 
dations, this  state  rely  upon  the  justice  of  Congress  for  the  ft- 
Tisal  of  them,  and  such  instructions  to  their  marine  &  Courts  of 
admiralty,  as  will  most  effectually  prevent  these  Enormities  in 
future.    I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

I  did  myself  the  Honor  of  addressing  a  Letter  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  1st  Instant  relative  to  Depredations  committed  on  the 
Inhabitants  of  Long  Island  under  Sanction  of  Commissions 
granted  by  the  State  of  Connecticut.  It  was  intended  that  the 
inclosed  Copy  of  Commissions  shoud  have  accompanied  the 
[  ]•  transmitted  on  that  Subject  but  it  [  ]* 

I  have  the  Honor  &c. 


[No.  3030.] 

Oovemcr  Clinton  Informs  Oeneral  Van  Rensselaer  That  He  Miut 
Surrender  His  Supervisarship. 

Kingston  July  2d  1780. 
Dear  Sir,  As  your  late  appointment  will  necessarily  call  yon 
from  Home,  and  as  yon  are  Supervisor  of  the  District,  I  must 
r«'ooiunu»nd  it  to  you  to  commit  the  Business  of  receiving  the 
awcssinonts  and  making  out  the  Tax  Lists  to  some  trusty  faith- 
ful Friend  and  after  the  Tax  Lists  are  made  out  let  them  be 
Bont  to  you  for  your  Signature.  If  you  cannot  possibly  attend 
to  the  both  offices  of  Brigadier  and  Supervisor,  so  that  you 
Hlionld  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  resigning  either  the  one  or 

•Manuscript  torn. 
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the  other,  the  latter  must  be  relinquished.    I  had  much  rather 

and  the  Service  Of  your  Country  requires  that  you  should  be 

employed  as  a  military  Commander  than  a  mere  Clerk.    Yrs.  &c. 

G:  Clinton. 
Brig'r  Genl.  Van  Rensselaer. 


[No.  3031.] 
Operations  of  the  Enemy  Near  Crown  Point. 

Fort  Edward,  July  2d  1780. 

Sir,  This  Moment  received  Express  from  Major  Ailen  from 
the  New  Hampshire  Grants  a  Copy  of  which  I  transmit  you: 

Pits  Ford  July  1st  1780 

Sir,  I  received  Intelligence  by  a  Scout  last  Evening  which 
came  from  Lake  Champlain,  that  they  saw  two  large  Ships  lying 
near  Crown  Point  last  Sunday  at  12  o'Clock  and  two  Tenders. 
The  two  large  Vessels  had  about  ten  Batteaux  to  each  of  their 
Stems.  The  next  Day  they  saw  one  of  the  Ships  and  one  Ten- 
der sail  down  towards  St.  Johns,  the  other  fell  down  as  far  as 
Raymonds  Mills  there  cast  Anchor;  Also  a  large  mast  Boat  went 
to  the  Shore  and  landed  a  Number  of  Men  and  made  Fires.  I 
also  received  Intelligence  by  Lieut.  Jacob  Simmons  that  was 
taken  at  Caughnawaga,  in  Tryon  County,  the  20th  of  last  May 
by  Sir  John's  Party  and  deserted  them  at  Schamblie  Ten  Days 
ago,  who  is  well  known  at  this  Place.  The  General  talk  of  the 
Enemy  is  that  if  they  had  stayed  four  Days  longer  the  bigest 
part  of  the  Country  would  have  joined  them.  They  also  swore 
Bevenge  against  a  place  called  Stone  Arabia. 

Sir,  it  is  my  Opinion  that  this  is  the  Sixth  Day  of  their  March 
towardii  them  parts  but  this  I  am  not  certain  of.    I  tho\i^\.  VC 
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mj  Duty  to  inform  you  in  Case  you  make  any  Dtscoveries  of  any 

Plan  forming  against  the  Grants  I  desire  the  Same  of  yon.    I 

sliall  coneltide  that  Wisdom  will  direct  yon  how  to  condact    I 

am  &c. 

Ebenezer  Allen,  Major  Commandant 

Sir,  I  send  Lient.  Bewel  of  the  LeTies  with  this;  desire  he  may 

receive  the  Kettles  &  forward  them  to  this  Place.    Yours  &c 

John  Chipman. 
Colo.  Van  Schaik. 

N.  B.    I  shall  send  a  small  Scout  to  Morrow  morning  through 

the  Woods  to  Johns  Town. 
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[No.  8038.] 
Mr.  Connolly  Named  as  a  Reeruiiing  Offleer. 

'    Pokeepsie  3d  Jaly  1780. 

I^r  Sir,  The  Legislature  are  very  desieroiiB  of  complying  irith 
the  Beqaisitions  of  his  Excellency  the  Genl.  for  compleatiBg 
the  Continental  Batallions  raised  nnder  the  Direction  of  tlib 
State  have  made  Provissions  for  this  Purpose  by  offering  a  Tery 
considerable  Bounty  to  incourage  the  Levies  tor  the  Defence 
of  the  Frontiers  &  those  to  be  raised  for  reinforcing  the  Armj 
to  enlist  in  those  Batallions.  It  will  be,  therefore,  necessair 
to  have  a  recruiting  Officer  or  Officers  from  your  Brigade  em- 
ployed in  this  Business  as  soon  as  possible  and  as  I  [know  of 
none  who  is  better  quallified  than]*  Mr.  Conolly  for  this  Service 
as  well  on  account  of  his  activity  &  Industry  as  his  genl.  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Officers  &  Men  stationed  on  the  Frontierft 
of  Orange  &  Ulster,  I  wish  him  to  be  one,  &  the  sooner  he  cu» 
be  dispatched  on  this  Service  the  better.  On  his  Way  to  Ulster 
County  he  must  call  on  me  &  receive  his  Instructions.  The  Time 
is  short  in  which  the  Recruits  are  to  be  obtained  &  therefore  it 
ought  not  to  be  delayed.    I  am  &c.  G.  C. 

Brig'r  Genl.  Clinton. 


[No.  3034.] 
New  York  Makes  Provision  for  a  Bounty  for  the  Levies. 

Poughkeepsie,  July  3d  17S0. 
Dear  Sir,  I  was  honor'd  with  the  Receipt  of  your  ExcellencT*» 
Letter  of  the  27th  ulto.  on  the  foll'g  Day,  &  I  immediately  com- 
municated it  to  the  liOgislature  &  I  am  happy  in  being  eoabled 

7Ua«e  in  brackets  mailed  Uitoms^  In  original. 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  909 

to  inform  you  that  altho'  within  two  Days  of  their  annual  Dis- 
solution, they  readily  entered  on  the  Business  recommended  to 
them  &  passed  a  law  for  completing  their  cont'l  Battalions.*    I 
dare  not  venture  to  pronounce  that  it  will  be  as   effectual  as 
<!Ould  be  wished  &  the  importance  of  the  object  appears  to  re- 
<juire:  but  considering  the  short  time  left  them  to  deliberate  on 
the  subject,  the  embarrassments    occasioned  by    their  having 
.previously  adopted  a  different  measure  &  the  mutilated  &  dis- 
tressed Circumstances  of  the  state,  I  believe  it  to  be  the  best 
that  could  be  devise.d.     I  have  it  not  in  my  Power  to  transmit  a 
•Copy  of  the  law  by  this  Conveyance  to  your  Excellency,  not  hav- 
ing as  yet  rec'd  it  from  the  Sect'y.     It  in  substance,  enables  me 
to  engage  the  pres't  Levies  to  serve  in  the  cont'l  Battalions  by 
a  generous  Bounty  in  money  or  wheat  at  their  option,  which  I 
am  authorized  to  offer  them,  &  occasionally  to  detach  from  the 
militia  to  supply  their  Places  so  as  to  keep  the  quota  of  1575 
always  compleat.     It  was  unfortunate,  that  the  law  was  pub- 
lished &  the  Orders  issued  for  raising  the  Levies  according  to 
the  first  Idea  the  Legislature  formed  of  the  Committee's  Requi- 
sition, before  your  Excell'cys  Letter  came  to  hand,  otherwise 
Drafts  might  have  been  made  to  fill  up  the  Battallions  in  the 
first  Instance  which  wou'd  have  reduced  the  Business  to  greater 
certainty  &  been  attended  with  much  less  Expence.    I  am,  how- 

•The  act  referred  to  by  GoTornor  Clinton  is  known  as  Chapter  78  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Third  Session  and  proTldes: 

That  It  shall  he  lawful  for  any  priyate  belonc^g  to  the  leyles  raised  in  purauanee 
of  the  act  for  raising  levies  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers^  passed  the  11th  day  of 
March  last,  or  to  the  levies  raised  in  pursuance  of  the  act  for  raising  leries  to  reinforce 

*the  army  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  instant,  to  inlist 
In  either  of  the  Continental  battalions  raised  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  and  to 
verre  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  December  next,  and  that  the  privates  so  inlistlng  shall 
eoDclusive  of  their  pay  and  rations  be  entitled  to  the  following  bounUes  in  wheat,  that 
is  to  say.  such  private  who  shall  so  inlist  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  next  ten 
bushels  of  wheat— and  each  private  who  shall  so  inlist  after  the  first  day  of  August  at 

^Chs  rats  of  one  bushel  and  an  half  of  wheat— for  each  month  hs  shall  serve  in  the  said 
^tUlioiM. 
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ever,  not  without  Hopes  that  I  shall  be  able  to  accomplish  it 
with  a  Degree  of  punctnality  on  the  present  Plan. 

I  wish  to  observe  to  yoar  Excellency,  that  the  Levies  to  rein- 
force the  army,  are  to  serve  &  not  to  be  relieved  until  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time  mentioned  in  the  Committee's  Letter,  and 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  be  principally  composed 
of  men  who  have  occasionally  been  in  service  during  the  war^ 
and  as  I  am  not  confined  to  the  militia  for  officers,  I  shall  have 
it  in  my  Power  to  engage  gentlemen  to  command  them  who  are 
acquainted  with  Service,  as  many  of  the  supernumerary  &  other 
Officers  of  the  Army  who  have  resigned,  have  generously  ten- 
dered their  Services  on  this  Important  occasion.  This,  I  flatter 
myself,  will  make  them  much  more  respectable  &  servicable  than 
an  equal  force  detached  from  the  militia  in  the  ordinary  way. 

The  accounts  I  continue  to  receive  from  the  northw'd  ft 
westw'd,  (Copies  of  which  &  of  a  speech  of  the  Oneida  Chiefs* 
are  inclosed)  strongly  indicate  the  Intentions  of  the  Enemy  to 
invest  Fort  Schuyler,  &  desolate  the  County  of  Tryon;  this  with 
the  apprehensions  which  the  Oneida  Nation  express  on  this  Oc- 
cassion,  has  induced  me  to  believe  it  woud  be  inexpedient  to  re- 
lievo its  present  Garrisson  by  the  Levies  on  the  Frontier.  I 
have,  therefore,  thought  it  most  adviseable  to  delay  giving 
Orders  for  tliis  Purpose  until  I  shall  receive  your  Excellency's 
further  Directions  on  the  Subject.  For  besides  the  expos*^ 
situation  in  which  it  woud  leave  the  Frontier  Settlements  I  am 
perswaded  exchanging  the  i)resent  Garrisson  with  whom  these 
friendly  Indians  have  contracted  an  acquaintance  &  have  confi- 
dence in,  for  strange  Troops  of  a  less  martial  appearance,  woud 
have  an  exceeding  bad  elTect  on  their  Minds.  &  perhaps  mi):ht 


•See  page  &S3. 
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lead  them  to  relinquish  their  attachment  to  ns  &  join  the  Enemy. 
I  incloae  a  Copy  of  the  Letter  which  (on  Receipt  of  your  Ex- 
celPcys  on  the  Subject  of  throwing  into  Fort  Schuyler  a  more 
ample  Supply  of  Provision)  I  wrote  to  Colo.  Van  Schaick  to- 
gether with  his  answer  thereto.  Your  Excellency  may  rest  as- 
sured that  I  shall  be  ready  to  afford  him  any  assistance  which 
may  be  requested  to  facilitate  that  Business.  I  have  the  Honor 
to  be  &c.  Geo.  Clinton. 

P.  S.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  your  ExcelPcys  circular  Letter 
of  30th  June  was  rec'd  &  laid  before  the  Legislature  a  few 
minutes  before  they  rose.  I  have  also  to  thank  your  ExcelPcy 
for  your  Confide  Letter  of  the  27th. 

His  Exceircy  Genl.  Washington. 


[No.  3035.] 

Oovemor  Clinton  Grants  a  Few  Exemptions  for  Morgan  Lewis. 

Albany  3d  July  1780. 

I  wrote  your  Excellency  a  few  Days  since  for  the  Exemption 

you  was  so  obliging  as  to  promise  me  when  last  at  this  Place. 

Having  detained  some  of  the  People  who  were  ordered  with  the 

Militia  and  being  apprehensive  a  Court  Martial  will  soon  be 

called  which  may  punish  them  I  shall  take  it  as  a  Favor  your 

Excellency  would  send  it  me  by  next  Poet.     I  am,  with  greatest 

"Respect,  your  Excellency's  most  hum.  Serv't 

Mor'n  Lewis. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


Pokeepsie  6th  July  1780. 
Dear  Sir,  I  have  this  Moment  received  your  Letter  of  the  3d 
Instant  (referring  to  a  former  which  has  not  reached  me)  &  re- 
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questMg  an  Exemption  for  some  Perfions  detalDed  Ut  yoor  Se^ 
vice,  who  yon  are  appreht^nsive  maj  be  pnnmbed  by  Court  Maf^ 
tial.  I  recollect  the  Conversation  I  liad  with  yon  <m  tlii  9  Subject 
when  at  Albany,. &  that  I  promised  yo«  ao  Exemption  for  two 
or  three  Persone  whjle  actually  employed  by  you,  whirb  1  9hm4 
have. certainly  granted  had  I  been  furnished  with  their  namefti 
I  conceive  it  an  Indulgence  due  to  a  publk  Officer  espedally 
when  it  ia  to  enable  him  to  reside  with  Conveniency  at  the  Pliae 
most  AQitable  to  the  pnblie  Bnaineds.  The  iWaat  of  the  Namet 
hafi  prevented  your  receiv'g  tiie ^cemptiona.  Ton  will  pleaneto 
shew  tbiA  Letter  to  Oenl.  Ten;  Broeck  &  Colo.  Oayler  who  wiU 
readily  excuse  from  Tryal  oc  remit  the  Poniidimenjtof  the  Peiaooi 
that  yon  have  detained.  I  am  sorry  that  the, critical  Sitnatica 
of  the  Frontiers  arising  from  a  Deficiency  in  the  Levies,,  as  well 
as  the  Spirit  of  Jealousy  that  too  generally  pKvails  among  the 
Militia,  wiU  prevent  in  future  this  trifling  Indulgence  which  I 
shoud  be  happy  for  your  sake  in  continuing.     I  am 

JTo  Colonel  Morgan  Lewis.] 


[Q.  C] 


[No.  3036.] 
Planning  to  Wean  the  Oneidas  from  the  American  CauBe. 

Fort  Schuyler,  July  3d  1780. 
D'r  Sir,  In  my  last  you  have  been  informed  that  the  Oneidt« 
have  been  surrounded  by  a  party  of  the  Enemy,  consisting  of 
about  180  Indiana  &  Tories,  70  of  the  latter  commanded  by  one 
McDonald,  since  which  the  Sachems  have  waited  on  me  from 
them  and  various  others.  I  have  been  able  to  gain  this  farther 
Intelligence — That  Schohary  was  confesedly  their  object  wbai 
they  left  Niagara,  but  meeting  a  party  of  the  Kanassra^M  at 
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Cayuga,  were  induced  to  come  by  Oneida;  the  Kanasaragas  told 
them,  (ae  they  have  said)  that  their  whole  Village  had  gone  off 
•with  dome  of  the  Oneidas,  bound  for  Niagara  &  they  were  sure 
many  more  of  the  Oneidas  might  be  prevailed  upon  to  quit  their 
"Country  &  join  the  King  if  proper  Measures  were  taken  with 
"them;  Accordingly,  upon  their  arrival  made  use  of  many  Specius 
Arguments  with  the  Sachems,  to  draw  off  the  whole  Oneida 
Nation.  The  head  Warriors  utterly  rejected  their  Request  of 
-an  Interview,  &  refused  any  of  them  Admittance  into  their  Fort; 
indeed,  the  Main  Body  of  the  Enemy,  did  not  come  within  two 
Miles  of  the  Fort.  Three  of  the  Sachems  were  several  young 
warriors  were  two  Days  with  them  in  CJouncil,  the  Result  of 
which  appears  to  be  thisf;  That  the  Oneidas  will  not  give  a  de- 
cisive Answer  to  their  Proposals  of  removing,  till  Schonendo  & 
Peter  who  are  confined  at  Niagara  shall  be  delivered  up  to  them, 
to  which  the  Senecas  &  Mohawks  replied,  that  upon  their  Return 
to  Niagara  they  should  be  immediately  released  from  their  Con- 
finement &  brought  down.  That  they  might  expect  to  see  them 
within  twenty  two  or  three  Days,  eight  of  which  are  now 
relapsed.  That  a  very  large  Body  would  accompany  them  from 
Niagara  when  they  hoped  the  Six  Nations  would  be  once  more 
united.  Another  Chief  of  them  declared  farther  in  his  Speech 
&  told  the  Grashopper,  aji  Oneida  Chief,  that  they  should  not 
taste  of  their  Com  Fields  this  year  unless  they  complied  with 
their  Proposals. 

The  Oneidas  were  charged  by  the  Senecas  of  being  too  officious, 
&  making  Report  to  the  Americans  of  every  Tract  they  discover 
and  forbid  the  practice  in  future.  The  Oneidas  replied  to  this, 
that  the  Woods  were  theirs,  and  had  a  Right  to  range  where  they 

pleased  and  that  Necessity  oblidged  their  young  Men  to  hunt  and 

5S 
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fish  for  Sabsistance;  that  it  was  very  liard  indeed,  tlMit  if  vUr 
their  young  Men  were  pursaing  a  Deer  or  cetdiing  a  Fiah,  tk? 
mufit  be  charged  with  hunting  after  the  Tracts  of  them. 

The  Oneidas  requested  the  Head  Warrior  of  the  ^wtj  to  ft 
turn  without  committing  any  HostilitieB  on  the  Moliairt:*  RifCE. 
They  accordingly  promised  to  retum,  A  were  followed  by  sefcnl 
of  the  Oneidas,  when  they  set  out  as  far  as  Kanaghsarsgi  t» 
watch  their  motion;  some  supposed  they  would  turn  their  Ooone 
from  Onondaga  &  take  the  Bout  to  Schohaiy.  Eight  of  the 
Oneidas  &  one  Tuscorora  are  gone  off  with  them. 

Two  Indians  of  the  Enemy'e  party  related  to  some  of  the 
Oneidas,  were  admitted  into  the  Fort  &  told  some  of  their  inti- 
mate Friends  that  Schonondo  &  Peter  would  never  be  released 
&  delivered  up  to  them  but  on  this  Condition  that  the  Oneida»  • 
will  join  the  Six  Nations.  The  Plan  laid  at  Niagara  to  brin^ 
this  about  was  as  follows:  upon  Return  of  this  Party,  a  large 
Body  of  both  English  &  Indians  are  to  come  down,  the  English 
to  lay  Seige  to  Fort  Schuyler,  the  Indians  in  the  mean  Time  to 
surround  Oneida,,  send  in  one  of  the  Prisoners,  retain  the  other 
till  tlioy  should  roinply;  others  again  said,  that  their  comeing 
down  within  Twt^ity  Days  deiR^nded  upon  the  Success  of  a  cer- 
tain Indian  Chief,  meet  with  in  procuring  some  of  the  western 
Tribes  of  Indians,  whither  he  was  gone  &  also  Joseph  Brandt 
into  Canada  ujion  the  Siiine  Arnind.  These  accounts  are  gener- 
ally believed  among  the  Oneidas.  You  will,  therefore,  judge  of 
them  as  you  please.  I  would  have  inclosed  you  the  Returns  &«  • 
but  I  conceive  it  improper  at  present.  I  must  only  request,  that 
a  timely  supjily  of  Provisions  nmy  be  sent  off  without  Delay,  ateo 
Kum  iV  a  frw  <'amp  Kettls  which  we  want  much.  Tobacco  is  an 
articlf-  our  M»-n  are  in  gr€*at  want  of.     I  must,  therefore,  give  it 
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as  my  earnest  Request,  that  the  Paymaster  be  ordered  to  pur- 
chase a  Hogshead  and  forward  it  up  without  Delay;  this  is  de- 
sired by  all  the  Men,  let  the  Price  be  what  it  will. 

As  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  Strength  of  the  Garrison 
at  present,  I  must,  therefore,  request  if  your  Begt.  is  not  to  be 
relieined,  that  a  Supply  of  Men  may  be  sent  me  from  the  Levies 
on  the  River  or  such  other  as  you  may  think  proper.  Those 
essential  Points  I  think  ought  not  to  be  delayed. 

I  received  yours  of  the  26th  June  last,  by  the  Indian  &  you 
may  depend  every  Precausion  shall  be  observed  by.  Sir,  your 
humble  Serv't  Cor's  Van  Dyck.* 

Collo.  Van  Schaick. 


[No.  3037.] 
The  Exposed  Frontier. 

Saraghtoga  3d  July  1780. 
Sir,  Your  Excellency's  orders  arived  in  our  District  yesterday 
and  this  day  had  a  general  meeting  upon  the  same;  we  are 
chearfully  willing  to  conform  with  your  Excellency's  orders  for 
the  raising  the  men  as  an  additional  support  to  our  frontier 
guards  and  highly  approve  of  the  measure  as  a  wise  and  ju- 
dicious appointment.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  it  is  with  the 
greatest  concern  that  we  find  in  the  arrangement  to  be  made  by 
the  officers  to  be  appointed  by  your  Excellency,  are  to  releive. 
the  Levies  now  raised  and  stationed  on  our  Frontieers  as  a 
guard,  there  are  many  alarming  circumstances  which  excites  us 
to  write  this  Letter  to  your  Excellency,  to  have  the  men  already 
raised  to  be  continued  among  us;  and  from  your  Excellency's 

*8et  p«ce  921. 
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knowledge  of  onf  scitnation  at  this  critical  conjanctare  witt 
oar  f  rontieer  Conntry,  has  induced  as  to  rest  the  matter  on  yov 
Exceiry  candour,  not  doubting  bat  yoor  Excellen<7  will  giant  tn 
^very  relief  which  you  can,  consistent  with  the  general  and 
publick  good;  the  bearer  will  be  able  to  giye  year  fizoellenqy  a 
more  perfect  Information  in  this  matter.  We  are,  Sir,  with  re- 
spect, your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Humble  Berrents. 

To  his  Excellency,  Greorge  Clinton,  Esqr. 

John  McCrea,  Colonel;  Jacobus  Van  Schoonhoven,  Colo.;  Co^ 
nelius  Van  Veghten,  Lut.  Col.;  Ezekiel  Taylor,  Mjr.;  Daniel  Dick- 
inson, maj*r;  Jacob  Van  Schayck,  maj.;  Peter  Van  Wort,  Opt; 
John  Thompson,  Capt.;  Peiter  Winne,  Capt.;  Hezekiah  Dunham, 
Capt.;  Samll.  Shelden,  Lent.;  Samll.  Bacon,  Stephen  Benedict, 
Lieut.;  Peter  Lansingh,  Corelyus  T.  Vanden  Brgh,  Har:  Schuy- 
ler, Eben'r  Marvin,  Elisha  Andrns,  Adjt.;  Job  Wright,  Beuben 
Wright,  Ensign;  James  Eldredge,  Increase  Child,  Ephraim 
Woodworth,  Capt.  Mishael  Beadle,  Q.  M.  Holtom  Dunham,  Elias 
Palmer. 


[No.  3038.] 

Colonel   Snyder^ 8   Return  of  Levies  Raised  in  His  Regiment  to 
Reinforce  the  Army. 

Sir,  Inclosed  the  Return  of  all  the  male  Inhabitants  from  16th 
years  of  age  &  upwards  within  the  Destrict  of  my  Regiment  as 
Returned  to  me  by  the  Commanding  officers  of  the  Severall 
Companys  of  militia  the  3rd  July  1780  To  witt. 
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A  True  Copy  of  the  originall. 

By  your  most  obedient  humbl.  Serv't,  July  10th  1780. 

Joh's  Snyder,  Collo. 


To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  3039.] 
Shirts  and  Overalls  far  the  Troops, 

Poughkeepsie  July  4th  1780. 
Sir,  The  Legislature  have  proposed  that  Shirts  and  Linnea 
Overalls  should  be  collected  throughout  the  State  for  the  use 
of  the  Battalions  of  this  State.  The  Persons  appointed  to  re- 
ceive the  Shirts  and  Overalls  in  the  several  Counties  are:  John 
N.  Bleecker,  Esq.  of  the  City  of  Albany,  Peter  S.  Deygert,  Esq. 
of  Palatine  District,  in  the  County  of  Tryon,  Gilbert  Livingston, 
Esq.  of  Poughkeepsie  in  the  County  of  Dutchess,  Jonathan  Has> 
brouck,  Eeq.  of  New  Burgh  in  the  Counity  of  Ulster,  Elihu  Mar- 
vin, Esq.  of  Cornwall  Precinct  in  Orange  County  and  Joseph 
Benedict,  Eisq.  of  Cortlandt's  Manor  in  the  County  of  West 
Chester.  The  Shirts  &  Overalls  are  to  be  collected  by  the  17th 
Inst,  and  delivered  by  these  gentlemen  to  you  or  your  order. 
You  will,  therefore,  send  to  them  for  the  Shirts  and  Overalls- 
they  may  have  collected  and  distribute  them  to  lYkft  "l^wy^^,   ^^^ 
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joa  send  about  the  23d  Inst.  I  imagine  yon  will  be  in 
I  am  &c.  O:  CUnton. 

Capt.  Black.  

[No.  3040.] 
Isaac  Stoutenburgh  Accepts  <mi  Appointment. 

Bed  Hook  Jnly  4tli  1780. 

Dear  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have 
•determined  to  accept  of  an  appointment  nnder  Coll.  Hay,  to 
whome  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  offer  me  a  reconmienda- 
tion,  I  shall  so  dispose  of  my  affairs^  as  to  be  ready  to  act,  as 
soon  as  my  service  is  required;  if  I  might  have  a  district  near 
the  place  of  my  residence,  it  would  be  very  agreeable;  if  it  is 
necessary  that  I  should  wait  upon  your  Excellency,  on  accoant 
of  this  business,  I  would  beg  the  favour  to  be  informed,  and  I 
shall  attend  for  that  purpose  immediately,  I  am,  with  the  mott 
perfect  Esteem  and  Regard,  Your  Excellencies  Very  Hum'e 
Serv't  Isaac  Stoutenburgh. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 


[No.  3041.] 

Colonel  Klock  Requests  the  Gova-nor  to  Withdratc  Xo  Men  fiyym  the 

Frontier  Servi4)e, 

Fort  Paris,  July  5th  1780. 
Sir,  I  had  the  Honour  of  your  Excellency's  order  for  drafting 
the  fifteenth  man  out  of  this  Brigade.  I  have  issued  my  orders 
for  that  Purpose  and  had  a  meeting  with  the  Field  officers  of  the 
diftVrent  Regiments,  at  which  meeting  I  was  requested  to  repre- 
sent to  your  Excellency  the  present  State  of  this  County;  both 
<)flir«M's  :uk1  others  are  exceeding  uneasy  that  men  should  be 
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taken  from  hence  when  greater  numbers  are  necessary  for  our 
Defence.  The  Enemy  are  daily  discovered  amongst  us,  and  we 
^re  much  afraid  that  unless  we  have  Belief  we  shall  not  be  able 
to  defend  the  remaining  Settlements. 

Brigadier  Genl.  Van  Bensselaer  has  wrote  (I  understand)  to 
your  Excellency  on  the  same  Subject  or  I  should  enlarge.  I 
have  in  Behalf  of  these  People  to  request  your  Excellency  not 
to  order  any  Troops  to  be  taken  from  hence,  and  to  have  your 
farther  orders  on  the  occasion.  I  am,  with  the  greatest  Bespect 
your  Excellency  most  Obt.  Serv't  Jacob  Klock. 

Gov.  Clinton. 


[No.  3042.] 

General  Van  Renssdaer  Reports  the  Situation  in  His  Vicinity. 
Stone  Arabia,  Fort  Paris,  5th  July  1780. 

My  dear  Sir,  I  received  yours  of  the  twenty  ninth  of  June,  in- 
closing me.  my  Commission  as  Brigadier  General,  for  which  I 
must  beg  your  acceptance  of  my  best  thanks;  and,  agreable  to 
your  Order,  sett  out  immediately  for  Albany,  and  accordingly  to 
your  Bequest  conferrd  with  General  Ten  BiH)eck  and  Colo.  Van 
Schaick,  when  I  found  the  Intelligence  transmitted  to  your  Ex- 
cellency was  at  least  premature.  I,  however,  came  directly  up 
to  this  place  and  have  ordered  one  sixth  of  Colo.  Klock's  Begi- 
ment  to  join  some  Bangers  at  this  Post,  an  equal  number  from 
Colo.  Fisher's  Begt.  of  Militia  to  join  the  Levies  at  Johnstown, 
and  shall  order  the  same  Proportion  from  the  other  Begiments 
to  rendevouse  at  the  Post  nearest  their  Settlements;  they  are  to 
remain  fourteen  days  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  will  be  re- 
lieved by  an  equal  number,  and  so  in  Botation  untill  further 
Orders. 

I  have  appointed  Persons  to  make  enquiry  what  quantity  of 
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flower  and  Beef  can  be  collected,  bat  much  (ear  It  will  be  fair 
short  of  your  EbEpectaticm.  Could  your  Excellency  see  the  di^ 
trussed  situationr  of  this  County^  jou'd  sincerely  feel  for  iti  dit- 
tressed  Inhabitants,  a»  every  little  fort  is  crouded  with  bliick  , 
Houses,  replete  with  Inhabitants,  and  their  anxiety  is  mudi  a* 
creasedi  tbroag^i  fear  that  some  of  the  Troops  will  be  called  from 
this  County,  which  has  already  too  few  by  the  accounts  of  ibe 
field  officers,  all  the  Keturns  being  not  yet  collected.  I  am,  D'r 
Gov'r,  your  'most  Obedient  and  verry  Humble  Serv't 

Btobt-  Vn  Rensselaer. 

P.  S.  An  Indian  went  down  last  night  to  Albany  from  Fort 
Schuyler,  who  (I  am  just  informed)  says  the  Enemy  are  couung 
in  force  against  that  garrisoa.  Some  of  the  Enemy's  Indtfins 
burnt  the  Empty  Houses  at  Snyder's  Bush  yesterday;  it  is  about 
Eighteen  miles  distant  from  this  place;  they  are  frequentiy  dis> 
covered  in  small  parties.    . 

Qov*r  George  Clinton. 


.[No.  3043.] 
Return  of  Levies  from  Dutchess  MiUHa. 
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Faort  Hekerman  5' July  1780. 

An  exact  Return  of  the  Lavies  of  Dutches  County,  Beleivd  by 
Oapt.  Williams  and  Leiut.  Dyckman. 
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[No.  3044.] 

iProwling  Indians  in  the  Mohtpuok  Valley. 

Albany,  1  O'Clock  P.  M.  ^h  July  1780. 

Sir,  I  send  your  Excellency  the  inclosed  CJopies  by  order  of 

Oeneral  Ten  Broeck.    The  Indian  who  brought  the  Letter  from 

C/ollo.  Van  Dyck*  informs  that  the  Party  some  Time  since  heard 

of  at  Onida  are  gone  back.    The  following  Information  the  Genl. 

received  this  Morning  about  11  CClock  from  Genl.  Rensselaer. 

On  Monday  a  party  of  Indians  supposed  to  be  eight,  fired  on  some 

People  howing  Corn  in  gnyders  Bush  without  doing  any  Damage 

&  I  imagine  the  Same  Party  burnt  the  Empty  Houses  there 

yesterday.    I  am  your  Excellency's  most  Obedienit  Serv't 

TT-    w      II  ^  /Ml-  X  Jer'h  Lansing,  M.  B. 

Hid  Excellency  George  Clinton.  ^' 


[No.  3045.] 

Betum  of  Levies  to  Be  Raised  in  Colonel  AUison^s  Regiment  to 

Reinforce  the  Army. 

A  return  of  the  Number  of  Levies  Now  to  be  Raised  in  Ooloual 

Allison's   Regiment   to   Reinforce   the   Aarmy  of   the  "United 

States. 

Companies 

Capt.  David  Swazy  8 

Capt.  Samuel  Jones  4 

Capt.  John  Jackson  7 

Oapt.  John  Little  5 

Capt.  Moses  Kortright  3 

Capt.  Samuel  Cole  4 


Total  31 

6  July  1780. 

Moses  Hetfield,  M^ 

«8m  pacM  M6  and  912. 
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[No.  S046.] 
Regut-^ing  Mrs.  Booram  and  Mfs.  Itafiel^, 

C«ikeat  Julj  e,  ITsft 

@ir,  TbJ9  day  being  the  time  agi^&i^  upon  to  DetertniD  tht 
legal  lit  J  of  Mrs,  Booram  &  Riipelje's  coming  from  the  Eneiaf 
&  Pasfting  through  the  Cou at ry  without  authority,  &  Immedialilf 
against  the  laws  of  this  state,  I  according  to  agreemeflt  wailed 
on  the  Justice  who  to  my  DisaiKjintmeut  gave  me  to  under^tod 
the  Govenor  had  ordered  tbem  away.  The  motive  1  bad  in  taking 
op  the  women  was  this:  if  they  were  Enemya,  which  1  did  o^t 
know  but  they  were^  am  1  had  only  Mr-  Sieker'e  word  to  the  Cod 
trarTj  a  gentleman  of  not  the  most  Immaculate  Character 
amongBt  us,  or  his  word  might  have  had  more  weight,  as  I  ba^* 
mentioued,  if  they  were  Em-mys  to  treat  them  as  such,  if  Friend^ 
to  let  the  world  see  we  acted  Impartially  with  all  Eancks.  It  wu 
not  T^ith  a  view  of  Interest  I  have  this  far  acted,  as  I  mendoii«4 
several  times,  if  they  were  friends  &  Could  prove  it,  I  was  verj 
sorry  they  did  not  come  out  in  a  legal  niannen  as  all  Frietid^ 
ought  to  do,  and  if  their  things  were  Condemned,  they  as  friends 
should  have  them  again  as  a  Present. 

Nevertheless,  since  the  Govenor  has  been  Pleased  to  order 

them  away,  must  be  Content;  its  hard  to  kick  against  the  Pricks. 

I  am,  with  Respect,  Your  Humbl.  Serv't 

Geo.  Leaycraft. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  3047.] 

Colonel  Tan  Alstine'a  Letter^  With  the  Amount  of  the  Levies  to  Be 
Raised  in  His  Regiment. 

Kinderhook  July  6th  1780. 
Sir,  I  rec'd  your  favour  of  the  29th  ulto.  inclosing  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  passed  the  last  Session  for  Raising  Levies  to  re- 
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inforce  the  armiy  of  the  United  States,  and  have  accordingly 
Clawed  my  Regiment;  and  agreeable  to  General  ordero  have  now 
sent  the  Number  of  my  men,  being  31,  which  I  trust  will  Renr 
dezvous  at  the  place  appointed  as  near  the  time  limited  as  possi- 
bly may  be.    I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  Obed't 

&  most  H'bie  Serv't 

Ab'm  J.  Van  Alstine,  Colo. 
[To  G.  C] 


.[No.  3048.] 

Return  of  Militia  from  General  Ten  BroeeVs  Brigade  in  Actual 

Service. 

A  Return  of  Militia  Men  on  the  Ground  (and  Deserted)  of  sev- 
eral Regiments  of  Genl.  Ten  Brook's  Brigade.  Schoharie  7th  July 
1780. 


Of  whose  Regiment 

Capt. 

1 
Ueut. 

9 
Ueut. 

Ensign 

Serjts. 

CorpL 

Drums 

& 
Fifes 

Prl. 
vates 

Total 

Ooto.  CoTler's 
do    Root.  Van  Renseloer's 
do    Van  Bergen's 
do   Schayler's 
do   Whiting's 
do    Renselaer's 

1 

1 
I 

2 
2 

3 

9 
8 
2 
5 
2 
1 

12 

12 
8 
6 
2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

27 

36 

Deserted  the  6th  Inst.  2  Men  of  Schuyler's  Regt. 
Do  7      Do    6   Do  of  Robt.  Renselaer  Regt. 

Adam  Dietz,  Lieut. 
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[No-  30490 

Cohmel  Hathom^s  Letter^  WUh  tlte  Number  of  Levies  to  Be  Baitdi  , 
fram  HU  Regiment. 

Warwick  7th  Julj,  liStt. 

Sir,  Forty  two  men  are  the  ButDiber  to  be  raised  in  mj  B*^ 
menty  purouant,  to  the  late  Act  for  rednforceing  the  aroij  Ftws^ 
the  24th  June  laet;  and  have  ordered  them  to  be  delivered  m  the 
Begiment  the  15th  Ins^aat^  at  which  time  I  ho[^^  an  officer  imj 
be  ready  to  receive  them.  I  am  unhappy,  in  not  having  it  in  nj 
power,  to  strictly  conform  to  the  General  Order;  the  time  beinir 
eo  far  elapsed  firom  the  Issuing  the  Order  until!  it  readi'd  mj 
hands^  I  could  not  posldbly  coneiBtant  witti  the  Law  have  tlie 
men  cla^sNsed  and  delivered,  one  day  sooner.  I  hope  they  will  be 
at  the  place  of  Bendezvoua  by  the  16th.  I  have  the  honour  to 
Subscribe  myself  with  great  Esteem  your  Exce'ys  DMMt  Obt  Bet- 
vant  John.  HathiMm,  CoL 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


XNo.  3050.] 
Relative  to  the  Assessment  for  Provisions. 

July  7th,  1780. 
Sir,  The  Oommdttee  of  Congress  at  Head  Quarters,  by  Letter 
of  the  second  Ultimo,  required  of  thta  state  71675  lib.  of  Beef 
and  140  Barrels  of  Flour  per  month  for  five  months  to  be  de- 
livered at  Albany.  An  assessment  was  immediately  ordered 
throughout  the  State,  and  you  will  find  that  this  assessment  i» 
mentioned  in  supply  act  and  that  you  are  to  collect  these  Pro- 
visions, and  have  them  transported  to  Al()any  by  applying  to  the 
assessors  in  any  of  the  Precincts.  You  may  obtain  a  Copy  of 
the  Circular  Letter  from  the  Legislature  and  frmn  that  you  will 
discover  the  Train  of  the  Business. 
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Amon^  the  Miiliiplicit.v  of  affaii«  which  iinist  uow  eng:age  yoiir 
attention,  I  thought  possibly  this  might  not  have  oecurred  to 
jou,  and  as  the  Legishitnre  luive  engaged  that  the  Provisions 
should  bo  puniitually  delivertMl  at  Albany,  1  have  taken  the 
Liberty  of  sugge^^^tiug  (his  matter  to  you.  If  in  any  District,  the 
assesfiors  have  negleeti'd  to  make  the  a*tsessinent,  you  nmy  in- 
form th(»m  from  me,  that  unless  th(\y  pro((»ed  immediately  to 
assess,  I  will  grant  you  a  warrant  to  miiike  an  indiscriminate 
Impress  of  the  whole  (Quantity  ivquinMl  from  the  District. 
Robert  Liviugstim,  Esq.  of  tlie  Manor  of  Livingston  has  gener- 
ously olTered  to  furnish  a  Quantity  of  the  Flour;  the  Tx^gislature 
aeeepted  of  his  offer  and  I  imagine  the  Flour  is  ready  to  be  de- 
livered to  your  order.     1  am  &c. 

G:  Clinton. 

Colo.  Udtiy  Hay. 


[No.  3051.] 

Governor   Clinton    NotifivH    PdUionerH   from    Clavcrack    That   the 
Legislature  lias  Anflclpatrd  Their  Oriemnees, 

To  II i«  Excellency  Cieorge  Clinton,  Esq.  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chieaf  of  the  State  of  New  York  Major  (leneril  of  all 
the  Melitia  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  Siime. 

The  Humble  petition  of  the  subje<t8  of  the  said  State  Inhabit- 
ents  of  Clavverak  Destrict  Sheweth,  That  while  wee  Lenient  the 
distreeees  to  which  this  Cruel  and  wicked  war  supporter!  against 
us  by  the  Tyrant  of  Grate  Rritton;  wee  see  the  fi-iends  of  America 
Demiiii^h  and  our  Deme^tic  Enemies  Rejoice;  wee  Consive  it  a 
greevence  to  bee  tride  by  Marciel  Jaxw;  wee  Consieve  that  when 
wee  are  at  home  wee  ai-e  under  Civil  government  or  of  Right  ought 
to  bee;  wee  Coneive  it  a  greevence  to  bee  Cauld  from  home  on 
Commandos  wiun  no  pay  is  alowed,  our  provision  Deteacht  with- 
imt  paj;  or  Less  then  halfe  price;  wee  no  moiic^'j  Vvi  «w\y^^V  ^>a^^ 
59 
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selves,  nor  many  of  the  poorer  sort;  any  thing  peiiiaps  to  anpport 
a  large  famely  of  small  and  helpless  Ohildren  when  absent;  wee 
most  humbly  petition  yonr  Excellen<9'  to  lay  before  the  Hon. 
Gonncil  and  other  the  Legislator  of  this  state  the  following  peti- 
tion: 

That  wee  bee  Allowd  at  Every  Caul  to  Baise  our  Ooto  of  Men 
4iy  Hiring,  in  which  Case  the  farmers  may  bee  at  their  busiiien; 

That  in  Case  of  Misbehavior  with  the  Melitia  at  home  they  bee 
tride  by  Civil  Law ; 

That  in  Case  some  Method  Could  bee  devisd  to  Make  god  the 
pay  of  the  soldier  thare  would  always  bee  a  sufficiency  of  Men 
without  the  disagreeable  Necessety  of  Cortmartiels; 

That  if  provisions  for  the  army  bee  wanting,  wee  bee  alowed 
(such  as  have  it)  to  pay  our  Bates  in  such  produce  as  is  Nerw- 
sary,  in  the  Room  of  Deteaching  our  produce  and  wee  Declare 
that  we  are  Bedy  now  and  at  all  times  with  our  Lives  and  for 
tins  to  support  the  war  and  to  turne  out  on  all  generil  alarmes 
to  assist  and  to  Repel  all  the  Hostile  invasions  of  Britton  and 
all  other  the  Enemies  of  our  state. 

Jonathon  Dean,  Mows  KrOlopjp:  Junior,  Considor  Kinp,  OainJ* 
Dean,  David  Griffefh,  Abraham  Reed,  Ritchel  Reed,  r\M? 
Trimon,  A  sea  Ooiild,  David  TTilyard,  Oeorg  Cadmond,  Elx^n 
neazor  Poifer,  Sammnel  Aiidrus,  John  Castor,  James  AA^nllln?. 
Isrel  Ii(*e,  John  Scndor,  Williani  Tlavens,  Jonathon  Deveiifwiort.  . 
Ahrahaui  Andrns,  Juiior,  Isaack  Do^y,  Ashbell  Colvor,  Bori<*r 
Kinjr,  Asel  Tnnor,  Relh  Keudor,  Rengomon  Doty,  Alanpon 
Saxton,  Joseph  Andrns,  John  Naekels,  Sanimnel  Curtis.  Spearj 
xXndrus,  Ebennezer  King,  Ra^Tiel  Andnis,  Nathon  Willcoks.  Jobn 
Cadmon,  Ezeray  Tilor,  Nathaniel  Kellogg,  Daniel  Adams.  Samli 
Palmer,  Joel  Ix?e,  Daniel  Mack,  Josiah  Williams,  Thomas 
\Jidrews,  Jnn'r,  Elieakim  Niokeals,  Wyatt  Wolcot,  Jehiel  Hin» 
7,  Daniel  Pears,  Joua.  W\Be, 
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July  7th  1780. 

Gent'n,  Your  Request  to  me  to  lay  your  Petition  before  the 
Legislature  came  too  late  as  they  had  already  adjourned;  how- 
ever if  it  is  still  your  Desire,  the  Petition  shall  be  communicated 
to  them  at  their  next  meeting,  in  which  Case  you  will  signify 
your  wishes  to  me  by  another  I^etter.  The  Reason  of  my  inti- 
mating to  you  that  I  shall  not  lay  the  Petition  before  the  Legis- 
Mure  unless  upon  a  renewal  of  your  Request  from  you,  is  be- 
cause it  appears  to  me  that  they  have  by  several  Laws  passed  at 
their  last  meeting  already  provided  for  the  several  matters  in 
which  you  pray  Relief.  The  Troops  intended  for  the  Defence 
of  the  Frontiers,  and  those  intended  to  reinforce  the  Continental 
army,  and  both  together  if  compleated,  to  the  requisite  number 
ought  to  amount  to  2400  men,  are  to  be  raised  in  the  manner 
you  request,  and  all  the  male  Inhabitants  of  sixteen  years  and 
upwards,  are  to  be  classed  and  to  pay  in  proportion  to  their 
Estates  and  seems  to  be  the  Intention  of  the  Legislature  in 
every  Instance  where  it  is  practicable,  to  pursue  this  mode  of 
raising  men,  by  which  means  the  militia  will  be  exempted,  al- 
most from  all  Service  except  in  Cases  of  sudden  Invasion  or  In- 
surrection. For  those  Ca«(»8  it  is  impossible  in  the  way  you 
suggest  without  maintaining  a  standing  army  nearly  equal  to 
the  Number  of  Militia.  This  would  be  ruinous.  Indeed  ui)on 
those  Occasions  the  Call  is  general  and  it  is  never  complained  of 
as  a  Burthen. 

With  respect  to  making  good  the  p.iy  to  the  Soldiers,  the 
Legislature  have  dir(»cted  the  militia  to  be  paid  agreeable  to  the 
Continental  Establishment,  and  Congress  have  assured  us  that 
as  goon  as  they  possibly  can,  they  will  fix  the  Pay  of  the  army 
upon  a  permanent  and  generous  Footing,  so  that  1  ^xbl  va.  \jk«^^% 
we  BhaJ]  not  long  hoar  any  Complaints  upon  tYv^X.  ^^o\^. 
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You  must  also  have  observed  that  whenever  the  Occasio'n 
would  admit,  the  Ix^gislature  have  ordered  Provisions  to  be 
taken  by  assessment  instead  of  Impress.  Our  whole  Quota  of 
Supplies  reijuii^d  l»y  Congress  are  to  be  furnished  in  this  man- 
ner. You  must,  however,  be  sensible,  that  when  a  Country  \s 
invaded,  that  Cases  will  arise  which  will  not  wait  for  the  In- 
tervention of  assessors  or  any  Process  for  determining  the  Pro- 
portion to  be  given  by  each  Person.  The  Provision  or  what 
ever  else  may  be  wanted  must  be  taken  wherever  it  can  Ik* 
found.  We  must  submit  to  this  rather  than  submit  to  tlie 
Enemy. 

There  is  one  part  of  your  Petition  with  which  I  believe  tin' 
Legislature  consistent  with  Peace  and  Safety  of  the  Country 
cannot  comply,  namely  a  repeal  of  the  I^iws  subjecting  tbo 
militia  to  martial  Law,  unless  when  actually  in  Service  in  the 
Field.  Tlio'  I  am  not  i>ersonally  acquainted  with  you,  yet  if  my 
Information  is  just,  you  are  all  Friends  to  our  (*ause  as  wliijrs; 
therefore,  M  nie  cant  ion  yon  against  <li<*  se<-n»<  arts  (»f  iIm' 
Tori(*s.  Tliny  luive  long  Ikm^ii  endeavoring  to  elTert  a  Krhixjitioii 
in  our  military  Discipline,  not  only  because  they  wish  to  Im*  frw 
from  Duty  themselves,  but  they  are  sensible  that  the  Stn-n^'th 
and  ]N»wer  of  the  Country  (Muisists  in  the  militia,  and  il  is  ;is 
Kvident  as  the  Light  that  this  Strength  and  Power  will  ^liininisli 
with  a  Kelaxation  of  Discipline*.  I  trust  it  will  be  ntMMlless  !»» 
ni<*ntion  to  yon,  all  the  argiinuMjts  that  might  be  addncetl  t«» 
sh(»w  th(^  l*rojuiety  of  <Mir  present  System.  The  vtMy  (juesiion 
you  stale,  was  agitate<l  in  the  Legislature  at  tin*  last  \viiit»T 
me<Ming,  \\\wn  it  was  determined  still  to  persevere  and  l«-t  nnr 
miiiiia  Law  retain  its  Kigor  and  Sj>irit,  tho'  many  of  the  nieiu 

'8  were  Privates  themselves. 
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Let  me  entreat  you  gentlemen  seriously,  to  reflect  upon  this 
part  of  your  Petition.  I  am  confident  if  you  saw  it  in  all  its 
Consequences  as  I  do,  that  instead  of  praying  for  an  alteration 
in  the  Law  you  would  rather  wish  to  add  to  its  Rigor.  Remem- 
ber, that  without  martial  law,  you  never  can  compel  the  Tories 
to  turn  out  and  fight  in  the  Defence  of  the  Country  &  they  are 

the  principal  Objects  of  the  Law.     I  am  &c. 

G:  Clinton. 

To  Messrs.  Jona.  Dean,  Moses  Kellog  &  others  Claverack  Dis- 
trict. 


•Nathaniel  Cortier  sworn  and  say  he  was  at  the  House  whare 
the  Court  mashel  was  hrld  and  he  Heard  Capt.  Jolfn  Salberry 
say  if  they  ment  to  Carri  on  their  i)lan  they  must  stand  to  it  and 
Be  Resolute. 


[No.  3052.] 

Goveni4)r    Clinton   Answers    Colonel    Whiting's   Letter   Regarding 

Levies. 

Kings  District  July  7th  1780. 

Sir,  Colo.  Troop  will  wait  on  your  Excellency  with  these — his 

being  absent  on  a  journey  into  New  England;  (on  my  Return 

borne)  is  the  ocation  of  his  not  waiting  on  you  sooner— however, 

hope  it  is  not  so  late  but  that  he  may  be  able  to  comply  with 

your  orders,  and  cant  admit  of  a  doubt  but  he  will  execute  them 

to  your  liking,  and  to  the  honour  of  his  country;  but  as  you  will 

have  oppertunity  with  the  gentleman,  shall  leave  the  matter  to 

your  wise  determination.     Agreable  to  orders,  1  imediately  (on 

my  Return  home)  attended  to  the  business  of  procuring    the 

*Thl8  on  separate  slip  uuder  No.  3051:  no  eudoraement. 


14 


PutiLir:  Papers  of  GaoKiIb  Cmnton, 


three  months  meo,  wblf-li  was  put  In  Irftttt  hy  Colci.  Watermaii; 

he  namber  of  men  iii  my  Reginieut  is  flff y  live,  wlii^^h  are  flttju'd 

&  ordered  to  Ik*  relurii'tl,  aiH^tinlinjf  to  law  by  rht*  l.ttli  tiw*^  wfwm 

[  shall  ordc^r  them  ffirfhwith  lu  Fish k til,  unh^HH  yon  order  other 

rise.    Ag  their  will  he  so  hirj^e  a  Dumber  imt  of  this  dmtrkt,  it  ' 

ill  be  agTi^able  to  thorn  to  go  uoder  their  own  urtieors,  wood 

Parpose,  therefore,  that  I^vt.  Moses  Jones  he  capt;  Mr.  Bamad 

Bexford  first  Levt;  whose  commision  I  bro't  up  with  me  & 

"be  appointed;  I  have  sent  Ens'n  Deen's  commission,  that 


It  may  be  Rectified,  shou'di  be  put  to  Capt.  Kellogg  companj; 
tiink  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  their  is  a  set  of  Pr<^eti€k 

^le  among  us,  whose  principles  inflames  them  to  a  surprising 
uegree  of  Inthufliasm,  and  many  zealous  whigs  are  taken  in  witli 
them  and  all  immediately  lay  down  their  arms;  and  as  it  is  Dot 
possalble  for  me  to  pick  them  out,  but  beg  to  refer  yon  to  the 
bearer  for  Perticulars,  will  only  add  that  I  think  that  toryism 
is  much  at  the  bottom  of  some  of  their  first  leaders,  and  some- 
thing must  spedily  be  done,  for  I  think  them  dangerous  to  the 
state.  Am,  Sir,  with  Esteem,  your  Excellency's  Obedaent  Hum'e 
Serv't  W.  B.  Whitiog. 

N.  B.  Sir,  Their  is  too  certitie^ates  besides  the  inclosed,  dated 
the  10  &  12  of  November  1778,  all  which  have  been  sold  to  the 
amount  of  fifty  Pounds  a  peace  or  more  at  that  day  sigu'd  by 
John  Duguid,  Qr.  Mr.  and  as  the  possessors  now  plead  for  a  Dis- 
charge, and  use  this  as  an  argument,  that  the  certificates  where 
Purchased  long  before  the  Law  pass'd,  to  oblige  them  to  lodge 
them  with  the  Coll.  of  the  Rt^giment,  I  beg  to  knaw  what  1  shall 
do  in  the  matter. 

Governor  Clinton  Esq. 
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Poughkeepsie,  July  9th  1780. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  rec'd  your  Letter  of  the  7th  by  Colo.  Troop. 
]f  the  Levies  to  reinforce  the  army  raised  in  your  Regt.  appear 
at  tlte  place  of  genl.  Ilendezvous  at  Fishkill  on  the  twenty  fifth 
Instant  at  farthest  it  will  answer  the  Purpose.  I  give  them 
this  further  Time,  that  the  Inhabit's  may  w'h  less  diflSculty  pro- 
cure their  men  &  that  they  may  have  time  to  provide  &  equip 
themselves  more  compleetly  for  the  Campaign.  1  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  list  of  officers  deliv'd  me  by  Colo.  Troop  &  they 
will  accordingly  march  the  levies  to  Fishkill,  but  I  cannot 
promise  that  on  the  genl.  arrangeui't,  they  will  have  the  whole 
of  the  men  raised  in  your  Regt.  under  their  particular  command; 
tis  probable  it  may  be  the  case  with  respect  to  many  of  them. 
The  Certificate  is  altogether  inadmissable,  as  by  Law  they  are 
not  assignable  &,  therefore,  the  preset  Possessor  cannot  possibly 
avail  himself  of  any  Exemption  in  consequence  of  it;  great 
abuses  have  been  committed  in  this  way.  As  to  the  Enthusiasts 
aluded  to  in  your  Letter,  1  have  no  authority  to  deal  with  them; 
but  afi  the  Powers  of  the  Commissars  for  Conspiracies  are  revived 
I  conceive  it  comes  properly  within  their  line  &  therefore,  would 
advise  you  to  send  the  names  of  the  Principals  with  the  Evi- 
dence ag't  them  to  the  Board  of  Coinmiss'rs  at  Albany.  I  re- 
turn the  Commission  of  Lieut.  Dean,  as  it  cannot  be  altered  until 
the  meet'g  of  the  Council  of  Appointment.  He  ought,  however, 
in  the  meantime  to  act  in  the  Company  for  which  he  was  in- 
tended.    I  am  &c.  G:  Clinton. 

Colo.  Whiting. 
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[No.  3053.] 

Governor    Clinton    Unable    to    Understand    Whff    Colond   Jan^fn 
Ordereil  Tiro  (Jlaases  of  His  Rc^jimcni  to  the  Frontier. 

Newmarlbourgli  July  yc*  7th  1780. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  very  sorry  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  the 
Subject  of  this  Letter,  and  Neither  should  I,  were  it  not  I  daily 
see  the  ill  Consequence  the  present  orders  is  Like  to  Effect,  <vizi 
Disobediance  to  all  good  government;  the  sending  out  *1  classrs 
to  the  frontiers  from  the  4  liiver  Companys,  is  a  great  BurtlieD. 
K»lK»cially   as  they   are   orderd   to   Carry   tlR»ir  own   pi-uvision, 
ammunition  iV:c.  <ind  I  a>m  informd  the  whole  is  Ccmihinin^  t«> 
gether  to  stand  out  &  not  go.     I  am  ordered  out  next  week  iiij 
self,  &  to  Itaise  the  3  month  men,  beg  shirts  and  overhauls  &i-. 
and  1  Expect  not  a  man  will  go  with  me.     I  should  think  if  pos 
sible  it  would  be  best  to  stop  this  method;  if  your  Excellemv 
finds  you  can  Consist  ant  with  the  publick  saf(»ty,  please  to  sijj 
nify  it  by  a  Line.     Frtnii,  Sir,  your  Exe«*rys  most  olwdM  Hum. 
Ser't  St<*plien  <.';ist'. 

His  ExeiHhMiry  (leorge  Clinton. 


Poukeepsie  ,sth  Julv  17>0. 

l>'r  Sir,  1  have  this  Moment  received  yours  of  yesienhiv.  ' 
do  jiot  know  what  Intelligence  may  liav<»  induced  Tuh*.  .I:iii>»» 
lo  order  two  Classes  of  his  Kegimeiit  to  the  Fronti<'rs.  1  ^""^ 
not  venture,  thei-elore,  <<>  countermand  his  orders,  bui  1  lia>'' 
wnite  to  him  (»n  the  Subject  iV:  1  havt*  no  doubt  his  orders  uii' 
1h-  HMjilhMl,  unless  the  safety  of  the  ^.'ouhtry  absolutelv  rc«|ini*'!' 
that   thev  shoud  be  carried  into  Kx(M;ntion,  in  which  Case  tli'.^ 

'ist  be  olM-yed  iV  ev<*ry  roinbination  to  the  tJontrary  suppn*!*!*'^ 
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&  the  authors  severely  punished.  1  have  also  directed  him  to 
institute  a  Regimental  Court  Martial  for  the  Tryal  of  Delin- 
quents in  the  late  alarm,  &  to  eonflne  &  Report  such  as  from  a 
Disobedient  &  Refractory  Spirit  are  the  Objects  of  Genl.  Court 
Martial.     I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Regard,  Sir,  your  most  obed't 

Capt.  Case. 


[No.  3054.] 
Cohnel  Newkirk^s  Return  of  Levies  Raised  by  His  Regiment. 

Walkill  »th  July  1780. 
Dear  Governor,  I  have  Classed  the  Regiment  as  directed  by 
Law,  and  finds  there  is  63  Men  to  [be]  raised  in  this  Regiment, 
which  if  jxoesible  I  will  deliver  at  Fishkill  the  15th  July,  and  will 
expect  an  Officer  to  receive  them. 

Should  be  glad  that  thew?  was  a  General  Court  Martial  ap- 
pointed for  the  Trial  of  those  Officer  and  soldiers  who  refused 
Marching  to  the  Fort  lasit  alarm.  Am  Dear  Governor  with  the 
utmost  estt^m  your  most  Humble  serv't 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Jacob  Newkirk. 


[No.  3055.]  ^ 

Colonel  Field  Forwards  a  Return  of  the  Levies  of  His  Regiment. 
Sir,  Agreable  to  an  act  of  the  liCgislature  I  have  caused  my 
Regim't  to  be  properly  cla.ss'd  which  said  several  Claires  together 
produc^es  Forty  seven  nu^n,  a  Return  of  which  in  obedience  to 
your  Excellen<*y'8  oinlers  to  me  by  (lenl.  Swartwout,  I  hereby 
Bend,  and  as  I  have  given  i>osaitive  orders  to  the  several  Captains 
to  meet  me  at  FrcMlricksburgh  on  Tuesday  next,  the  VWVv  \\>«Js.. 


.1  

;i  J 


Sir,  I  have  ree'd  your  Tj(»tter  of  this  Day.  I 
your  Regt.  are  at  Fishkill  by  the  25th  In«t.  t 
season.  This  will  give  the  Classes  more  I^izut 
men  &  the  T^evies  a  longer  time  to  providi?  theinse 
ever  may  be  necessary  for  the  Camfpaign.  An 
appointed  to  attend  at  Fredricksburgh  on.  tke 
receive  them.  1  wj**h  the  Deficiency  in  your  IV 
Ivevies  to  be  compleated.     1  am  Sir  &c. 

Coll.  Fi(»ld. 


[No.  a05G.] 

NEW  YORK  S  COOPKllATION  WITH  CO 

Govoi-nor  Clinton  Poi-trays  the  8tat&8  Discouragi 

Mr,  Huntington, 

J 
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do  myself  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  you.  This  Report,  tho 
suflQciently  explicit  to  those  who  were  previously  acquainted 
with  the  Train  of  the  Business,  yet  appeared  to  require  some 
Explanation  to  give  Congress  a  elcar  and  comprehensive  View 
of  the  matter;  1  therefore  furnished  them  with  a  Summary  of 
all  the  Proceedings  of  this  State  relative  to  the  several  acts 
of  Congress  referred  to  in  the  act  of  the  17th  Ultimo.  This 
Summary  with  the  several  acts  and  Letters  referred  to  in  it 
and  which  are  also  transmitted  will  afford  Congress  all  the  neces- 
sary Information  with  respect  to  the  measures  that  have  been 
pursued  by  this  state  in  consequence  of  their  Resolves. 

From  the  acts  of  the  Ix^gislature  for  raising  monies,  it  will 
appear  that  they  always,  in  the  first  Instance,  intended  to  have 
complied  with  the  Requisitions  of  Congress  and  punctually  to 
have  paid  the  8umfl  required,  and^it  is  not  to  be  numbered 
amongst  the  li^ast  of  our  misfortunes  that  we  were  unable  to 
fulfil  these  Intentions,  but  were  obligcnl  by  subsequent  appro- 
priations to  apply  the  monies. to  different  puri)osefi.  Hence  1  sup- 
pose our  aiTcars  are  considerable.  How  far  tho',  we  are  to  be 
considered  as  Defaulters,  we  submit  to  the  Justice  and  Gener- 
osity of  Congress./  The  Enemy  in  the  entire  Possession  of  our 
Qapital  and  four  Counties;  our  Southern,  westeni  &  northern 
Frontiers  exposed  and  ravaged,  our  Subjects  on  the  Grants  in 
a  State  of  Revolt,  the  Staple  of  the  Oountiy  restricted  from  Ex- 
portation and  limited  in  Price,  for  near  three  years  past,  solely 
with  a  view  to  retain  it  for  the  army,  all  purchases  &  impresses 
for  the  Continent  within  the  State  for  many  months  past  ui>on 
Credit  and  still  unpaid,  the  Exi>ence  of  our  civil  administration 
when  we  are  thus  reduced  to  the  mere  Epitome  of  a  State, 
equal  as  if  we  were  in  the  full  Possession  of  our  whole  Ter- 


-    unnrr- 
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s  FrontierB  or  join  the  army  iiudor  the  Coinmand  of  Goul. 
Ilivan  iu  the  Exjiodition  into  the  Indian  Country  and  the 
rps  under  the  Command  of  Lieut't  Colo.  Pawling  would  have 
■led  Gen.  Sullivan'n  army  had  he  not  been  impeded  in  hiR 
urch  by  heavy  Kains  which  prevented  his  arrival  at  Onaeh- 
ago  in  Season,  Genl.  Clinton  havinji:  left  that  Place  three  days 
tore,  so  that  Colo.  Pawlinj::  was  obliged  to  return.  This  was 
ported  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  who  shortly  aftc»r  ordered 
Wo.  Pawling  with  his  Corps  to  the  High  Lands  where  they 
Bnained  til  they  were  dismissed  by  the  command'g  officer  of  the 
Ipartment — The  rest  of  the  Levies  iKMUg  under  the  Command 
iLieut.  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer  nMuained  on  the  Frontiers. 
Tfciy  21st  1779.  Act  of  Congress  calling  for  a  Tax  of  forty 
re  millions  in  addition  to  what  was  called  for  the  2d  Jan'y  to 
p  paid  into  the  Continental  Treasury  by  the  1st  Jan'y  then 
Mt 

This  act  was  intended  to  have  been  laid  before  the  Ix^gislature 
|.  their  meeting  in  June  1779  hut  they  were  prevented  from 
psembliug  by  the  Operations  on  the  part  of  the  Enemy  which 
jUled  the  wiiole  Force  of  the  State  into  the  Field  for  several 
Keks  and  during  the  whole  Summer  the  State  was  so  exposed 
P  Invasion  that  it  was  impossible  to  convene  the  legislature 
ipitil  Octo.  when  by  act  of  the  2:M  they  authorized  the  Treasurer 
I  pay  into  the  Continental  Treasury  the  Sum  of  800,000,  (the 
Inota  of  15,000,000  requii^ed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  2d 
f  Jany  1779)  forthwith  and  the  Sum  of  2,400,000  (the  Quota  of 
S^OOOyOOO  required  by  this  act  of  Congress)  to  be  paid  in  before 
ke  Ist  day  of  Jan'y  then  next.  This  act  of  the  legislature  is 
erewith  transmitted  to  Congress  together  with  the  other 
dated  Lawg  of  the  Fall  Sessions  1779. 
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Requisition  of  Congress  could  not  be  obtained.  As  the  Sub- 
scription Rolls  were  not  all  returned  the  Treasurer  could  not  fur- 
nish the  Governor  with  the  exact  amount  of  the  monies  but 
supposed  from  Information  it  would  be  about  350,000  dls.  Con- 
gress may  therefore  immediately  draw  for  300,000.  As  soon  as 
the  amount  can  be  known  with  certainty  it  will  be  transmitted 
to  Congress  when  they  may  draw  for  the  Residue.  It  must  be 
intimated  that  part  of  these  monies  consist  in  the  Emissions  of 
this  State  and  consequently  can  only  be  expended  here.  The 
Circular  Letter  from  the  Tx?gislature  (No.  1)  upon  this  Occasion 
is  herewith  transmitted  to  Congress. 

May  20th  1780.  The  States  to  forward  their  Quotas  of  Troops 
to  join  the  Continental. 

In  addition  to  the  Information  contained  in  the  I^etter  of  the 
27th  Ult'mo  from  the  Governor  to  the  President  of  Congress 
there  is  herewith  transmitted  to  Congress  a  Copy  of  a  Letter 
from  Genl.  Washington  to  the  Governor  of  the  27th  Ult'mo  (No. 
2),  an  Extract  from  the  Governor's  answer  thereto,  of  the  3d 
Inst.  (No.  3),  a  Copy  of  the  act  of  the  Ix^gislature  for  completing 
the  Continental  Battalions  of  this  State  (No.  4)  and  a  Copy  of 
the  Circular  Letter  from  the  Ix^gislature  to  every  Town  and 
District  in  the  State  to  procure  Shirts  &  overalls  for  the  Troops 
(No.  5). 


[No.  :\{)ol,] 

Lieuienunt  -  Colonel    Paine    PrtaUcd    to    Rrcciic    the    Levies    of 
Ten    BroeckrS    Brigade, 

l^oughkeepsie  July  81h  1780. 
Sir,    I  have  received  Major  Lansing's  liCtter  (written  by  your 
<Wer)  of  the  6th  Instant  with  its  enclosures.    1  \i^\^  \aVLfe\i  ^^^-r^ 
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measure  wliieli  the  L(»jjjislatiire  have  put  in  mj  Power,  to  place 
the  fronUer  Settlements  in  a  state  of  Safety,  which  I  wou'd  fain 
hop(»,  if  my  oi'ders  are  carric^l  into  execution  will  be  the  case. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  imimrtanee  that  the  Tjcview  to  nMiifon-e  th« 
army  should  be  at  the  Place  of  KeTid<*zvou»  by  the  2ritb  Inst.  I 
have,  therefore,  disiwitchiHl  Lieut.  Colo.  Paine  to  receive  those 
of  your  Brij^ade  &  forw'd  them,  on  to  Fishkill;  to  whom  I  must 
request,  that,  for  this  pur|M>se  you  will  f?ive  (»very  necessaiy  a^ 
sistance. 

I  think  it  [u*op(»r  to  observe  to  you,  8ir,  that  if  the  wholf  of 
the  Iv(jvie8  directed  for  this  Service  ai-e  compleatly  raised  iu 
every  part  of  the  State,  they  will  not  exceetl  the  nunilier  re<|uin»<l 
to  reinforce  the  anny  &  that  any  Deficiencies  in  the  supplies 
either  of  men  or  Provisions  will  be  attended  with  the  most  w*ri 
ous  Consequences. 

I  have  proposed  a  IMan  which  you  will  find  on  peru«?inp  Lieut 

Colo.  Paine's  Inst rnri ions  for  dniwinj^  out  an  additional  fone 

for  th(»  frontier  Servi<-e,  whiili  as  it  is  the  only  practi<'able  one  in 

my  Power,  1  wish  you  to  <'nconra^e  iV:  promote  ii.     I  am  cVi\ 

(i:  riintoii. 
I5rig>  C.enl.  Trn  Hnn^ck. 

P.  S.  I  .^hall  hav<'  oiM-a^iion  for  a  number  of  i)flicois  for  tin' 
I><'vi(»s  now  r.nsini5^  and  as  tin*  lakinj«:  su<li  out  of  tin*  miliii.i  ;is 
have  seen  actual  Service*  will  l>e  ,very  injurious  to  the  militia  I 
wish  ther(»foix*  to  ^et  as  numy  of  Ihom  fnnii  am<mjr  tin*  s"|«''' 
numerjny  otlicers  iV:  otlieis  wIm)  have*  bren  in  Servico  as  jMieisiM'* 
Vou'l  be  pleafi(Ml,  tlHT4'fon\  to  endeavor  to  furnish  uw  wiili  a 
List  of  such  j;:entl('men  as  you  may  think  will  answrr  the  Tnr 
pose  remarking  the  Kank  they  herelofoiv  sustained  iV:  send  it  t« 
without  Delav. 


Public  Papbbs  of  George  Clinton.  945 

[No.  3058.] 

GOVERNOR  CLINTON  (X)NCERNEn  FOR  THE  FRONTIER. 

Abraham  Yates  Declares  He  Found  as  Oreat  a  Difference  Beticeen 
the  Inhabitants  of  Albany  as  Between  a  Sturgeon  and  a  Shad. 

Albany,  8th  July  1780. 

D'  Sir,  I  set  out  from  tbe  Strand  at  Esopas  Monday  morning 
half  after  eight  and  arrivd  at  Albany  before  seven  the  same  day. 
I  have  been  since  to  see  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  who  is  recovering  he 
(as  well  as  call  the  men)  hold  out  their  fears  upon  that  part  of 
your  genl.  orders  of  24  Juhe  last  "the  men  furnish'd  by  the 
Frontier  Settlements  will  be  detach'd  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Frontiers  and  will  relieve  the  levies  now  stationd  at  the  diflferent 
posts  for  that  Purpose  "  not  only  that  the  Inhabitants  will  un- 
derstand that  the  Troops  now  their:  but  that  the  v^ry  men  they 
have  raised  (upon  enormous  Bounties)  for  scouters,  may  at  some 
future  time  be  calld  away. 

I  mention  this  not  to  advise,^  for  I  generally  take  such  things 
by  the  wrong  end,  but  to  apprise  you  of  it.  Mr.  Vroman  inti- 
mated also  that  if  he  could  be  sure  of  staying  at  Schoharry  he 
would  wish  to  have  the  Command  of  one  of  the  Battalions. 

I  hear  also  that  the  militia  towards  fort  Edward  are  every 
now  and  then  stinted  for  Provisions;  three  times  they  have  been 
on  their  march  down  at  Schohari-e;  the  Idea  that  Mr.  Wills  held 
out  to  you  at  Esopas,  was  now  held  out  to  me  by  Major  Henry 
Van  Vechten  (he  has  been  in  the  Quartermaster's  Branch)  that 
the  Provisions  to  ihe  Troops  at  Schohary  are  issued  in  the  most 
Preposterous  way — first  they  are  (or  are  to  be)  carried  to  Sche- 
nectady and  then  a  month's  Provisions  to  be  issued  and  carried 

back  to  Schoharre;  he  ads  that  if  it  was  no  other  Detriment  if 
60 
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measure  which  the  Legishtture  liavo  put  in  my  Power,  to  place 
the  frontier  Settlements  in  a  slate  of  Safety,  which  I  wou'd  fair 
ho[)e,  if  my  orders  are  carried  into  execution  will  be  the  ease. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Ijeviiw  to  i'einfor<-e  th< 
army  should  be  at  the  Place  of  Kendezvous  by  the  2rith  Inst, 
have,  thei-efore,  disimti'lMHl  Lieut.  Colo.  Paine  to  it»eeive  thos< 
of  your  Brigade  &  forw'd  them  on  to  Fishkill ;  to  w^hom  I  mus 
request,  that,  for  this'purjKwe  you  will  give  every  necessary  a* 
sistan-ce. 

I  jthink  it  projKT  to  observe  to  you,  -Sir,  that  if  thi?  whole  o 
the  Levies  directed  for  this  Service  aiv  eonipleatly  raised  i 
every  part  of  the  State,  they  will  not  exceed  the  nuni.ber  i*e<iuire 
to  reinforce  the  army  &  that  any  Deficiencies  in  the  <$upplie 
either  of  men  or  Provisions  will  be  attended  with  the  most  s<»r 
ous  Consequences. 

I  have  proposed  a  Plan  which  you  will  find  on  perusing  Lieu 
Colo.  Paine's  Instructions  for  drawing  out  .an  additional  fore 
for  tln^  fronrtcr  StT\irt%  wlnrh  aw  [i  is  ihe  <nil.v  ]na<-tirnhh^  tmv  i 


t; 
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[No.  3058.] 

GOVERNOR  CLINTON  CONCERNED  FOR  THE  FRONTIER. 

Abraham  Yates  Declares  He  Found  as  Great  a  Difference  Beticeen 
the  Inhabitants  of  Albany  as  Between  a  Sturgeon  and  a  Shad. 

Albany,  8tb  July  1780. 

D'  Sir,  I  set  out  from  the  Strtind  at  Esopas  Monday  morning 
balf  after  eigbt  and  arrivd  at  Albany  before  seven  the  same  day. 
i  have  been  since  to  see  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  who  is  recovering  he 
(as  well  as  call  the  men)  hold  out  their  fears  upon  that  part  of 
your  genl.  orders  of  24  Juhe  last  "  the  men  f  urnish'd  by  the 
Frontier  Settlements  will  be  detach'd  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Frontiers  and  will  relieve  the  levies  now  stationd  at  the  different 
posts  for  that  Purpose  "  not  only  that  the  Inhabitants  will  un- 
derstand that  the  Troops  now  their:  but  that  the  very  men  they 
have  raised  (upon  enormous  Bounties)  for  scouters,  may  at  some 
future  time  be  calld  away. 

I  mention  this  not  to  advise^  for  I  generally  take  such  things 
by  the  wrong  end,  but  to  apiirise  you  of  it.  Mr.  Vroman  inti- 
mated also  that  if  he  could  be  sure  of  staying  at  Schoharry  he 
would  wish  to  have  the  Command  of  one  of  the  Battalions. 

I  hear  also  that  the  militia  towards  fort  Edward  are  every 
now  and  then  stinted  for  Provisions;  three  times  they  have  been 
on  their  march  down  at  Schoharre;  the  Idea  that  Mr.  Wills  held 
out  to  you  at  Esopas,  was  now  held  out  to  me  by  Major  Henry 
Van  Vechten  (he  has  been  in  the  Quartermaster's  Branch)  that 
the  Provisions  to  the  Troops  at  Schohary  are  issued  in  the  most 
Preposterous  way — first  they  are  (or  are  to  be)  carried  to  Sche- 
nectady and  then  a  month's  Provisions  to  be  issued  and  carried 

back  to  Schoharre;  he  ads  that  if  it  was  no  other  Detriment  if 
60 
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you  isstie  to  a  sopldifr  for  3fl  Days  at  one  tlmp  it  wilJ  mit  bp 
saificieiit  for  20. 

On  my  retarn  I  And  as  iniieb  differeace  between  Hie  hiliat 
itants/ahd  when  I  left  them  to  join  tlie  Ijegislatnre;  ub  Uicrt  j* 
l^etween  a  stnrgeon  and  a  eliad,  or  in  other  wori]%  tm  hrij  U 
to  one/  i  hear  of  no  Imniediate  alarm  on  tlie  ProulW*  <I^dI 
Be'nselaei*  is  in  Tryon  County,  1  am  in  g^eat  1i(>ik*8  lie  will  in 
good.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  enemy  as  soon  as  t)ie  Fleet  ii 
come,  lay  ready  to  attack  as  on  the  western  &  northeri  IVoi- 
tiers,  jfy  compliments  to  Mrs.  Clinton.  I  am  yon'r  Tery  Hxm- 
bleS't  Ab*m  Yrftes,  JiuL 
'  Goy."'Clint6n.  * 


Pougiikeepsi^  Jiiiy  13th  17». 
tKr  Sir,    1  have  rec^'d  your  favor  of  the  8th  &  am  tiappj  to 
hear  that  your  Passage  home  was  so  short  &  hope  yoa  foood 
your  domestic  concerns  equal  to  your  wishes.     I  cannot  conceive 
upon  what  Principles  that  part  of  my  tienl.  Orders  alluded  to  in 
your  Letter  could  have  alarmed  Genl.  Ten  Broeck  &  Colo.  Vro- 
man;  it  is  certainly  calculated  for  the  ease  of  the  frontier  llegts. 
and  the  safety  of  the  settlem'ts;  it  is  not  intended  to  diminish 
the  force  now  on  the  frontiers,  neither  is  there  a  word  in  the 
orders  that  will  warr't  the  Idea.     By  the  Law  for  raising  Levies 
to  reinforce  the  army  every  fifteenth  man  is  to  be  raised  for 
that  Purpose;  that  number,  therefore,  must  be  applied  to  that 
Sf»rvice,  &  you  must  be  sensible  that  I  have  no  authority  to 
make  any  other  Disposition  of  them  than  that  which  the  Law 
directs.     But  as  the  Troops  now  upon  the  frontiers  were  many 
'  them  raised  in  the  Interiour  parts  of  the  state,  &  of  course 
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not  so  well  acquainted  with  the  woods  &  the  rang'g  service  as 
the  frontier  militia,  I  conceived  that  it  would  be  for  the  ease 
of  the  Inhabits  &  promote  the  Service,  to  make  the  arrangem't 
mentioned  in  my  orders,  viz't  leaving  the  men  raised  under  the 
preset  Law  from  the  frontier  Regts.  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontier  settlem'ts,  with  which  they  are  not  only  acquainted  but 
immediately  interested,  &withdraw'g  from  thence  an  equal  num- 
ber of  those,  now  in  that  Service,  to  reinforce  the  army;  which 
as  they  are  equally  under  the  Direction  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  I  conceived  myself  authorized  to  do.  I  do  ass^ire,  Sir, 
that  if  the  pres't  I^evies  are  compleatly  raised  they  will  not 
exceed  the  number  required  by  Congress  to  reinforce  the  army 
&  this  being  the  Case  I  should  hold  myself  criminal  in  diminish- 
ing their  number  should  other  calls  for  their  services  be  ever  so 
urg't  and  pressing.  I  am  to  execute  &  not  to  legislate  &  it 
would  be  a  great  happiness  if  all  your  Serv'ts  were  to  observe 
this  Rule. 

Colo.  Vroman's  Services  in  his  own  Regt.  consid'g  its  situa- 
tion, cannot  be  dispensed  with;  the  present  field  officers  on  the 
frontiers  are  not  to  be  removed.  Before  I  left  Kingston  I  wrote 
fully  to  Colo.  Harper  on  the  Subject  of  Provision;  the  Difficul- 
ties complained  of  are  more  imaginary  than  real;  each  Regt.  has 
a  qr.  mr.  &  qr.  mr.  sergt.;  if  they  draw  a  m'ths  Provision  it  m^y 
be  deliv'd  out  to  the  men  daily  if  they  please.  I  remember  that 
last  winter  there  was  an  issuing  Commiss'y  a  Clerk  &  a  Sales- 
man (so  called)  all  at  the  expeuce  of  the  public,  &  tak'g  advant- 
age of  every  emolument,  to  deliver  Provisions  to  a  sergeant's 
guard  at  Schoharie.  I  do  not  wish  to  expose  the  Troops  on  the 
frontiers  Service  to  the  least  Inconveniency,  but  it  is  our  Duty 
to  retrench  all  unnecessary  Expences  &  prevent  abuses. 


V««uc  V'^'^'"'  ^  ^t  one  t\va« 

for  30  ^*^  It.-   ^^' 

e.*  '-  ^-   ,  .„«  a.  »-"  .^  •;,.  ^'^^'Z  »•  '"'^ 
beat  tTnat  1'^        ,uOVti9 '^'^*  r  «>•  t'*'**^'  .    ^ 
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not  80  well  acquainted  with  the  woods  &  the  rang'g  service  as 
the  frontier  militia,  I  conceived  that  it  would  be  for  the  ease 
of  the  Inhah'ts  &  promote  the  Service,  to  make  the  arrangem't 
mentioned  in  my  orders,  viz't  leaving  the  men  raised  under  the 
pres't  Ijaw  from  the  frontier  Begts.  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontier  settlem'ts,  witli  which  they  are  not  only  acquainted  but 
immediately  interested,  &  withdraw'g  from  tbence  an  equal  num- 
ber of  those,  now  in  that  Service,  to  reinforce  the  army;  which 
as  they  are  equally  under  the  Direction  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  I  conceived  myself  authorized  to  do.  I  do  assure,  Sir, 
that  if  the  pres't  levies  are  compleatly  raised  they  will  not 
exceed  the  number  rtHjuired  by  Congress  to  reinforce  the  army 
&  this  being  the  Case  I  should  hold  myself  criminal  in  diminish- 
ing their  number  should  other  calls  for  their  services  be  ever  so 
urg't  and  pressing.  I  am  to  execute  &  not  to  legislate  &  it 
would  be  a  great  happiness  if  all  your  Serv'ts  were  to  observe 
this  Rule. 

Colo.  Vroman's  Services  in  his  own  Rogt.  consid'g  its  situa- 
tion, cannot  Ik*  dispensed  with;  the  present  field  officers  on  the 
frontiers  are  not  to  be  removed.  Before  I  left  Kingston  I  wrote 
fully  to  Colo.  Harper  on  the  Subject  of  Provision;  the  Difficul- 
ties complained  of  are  more  imaginary  than  real;  each  Regt.  has 
a  qr.  mr.  &  qr.  mr.  sergt.;  if  they  draw  a  m'ths  Provision  it  may 
be  deliv'd  out  to  the  men  daily  if  they  please.  I  remember  that 
last  winter  there  was  an  issuing  Commiss'y  a  Clerk  &  a  Sales- 
man (so  called)  all  at  the  exiHMice  of  the  public,  &  tak'g  advant- 
age of  every  emolument,  to  deliver  Provisions  to  a  sergeant's 
guard  at  Schoharie.  I  do  not  wish  to  expose  the  Troops  on  the 
frontiers  Service  to  the  least  Inconveniency,  but  it  is  our  Duty 
to  retrench  all  unnecessary  Expences  &  prevent  abuses. 
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I  am  anxiously  concerned  for  the  Bafetj  of  the  Fnmtien  1 1 
sincerely  desire  to  give  them  the  most  ample  Protection  in  dj 
Power.    Yon  will  recollect  that  besides  the  preset  Levies  to 
reinforce  the  army  the  cont'l  Batt'ns  of  this  state  are  to  be 
completed;  this  will  take  800  men  (equal  to  one  half  of  the 
preset  namber  to  be  raised)  &  is  to  be  effected  by  inlistmts  bom 
the  lievies  &  the  Deficiencies  occasioned  in  the  Levies  thereby 
are  to  be  supplied  by  Drafts  from  the  militia.     In  order,  there- 
fore, to  augm't  the  pres't  force  on  the  frontiers  by  my  Instrnc- 
tions  to  Lieut.  Colo.  Paine  who  is  sent  to  collect  the  Levies 
from  Genl.  Ten  Broeck*s  Jirigade  &c.  which  I  have  directed  hini 
to  communicate  to  ilenls.  Ten  Broeck  &  Rensselaer,  I  have  pro- 
posed (if  the  preset  liCvies  to  reinforce  the  army  are  completelj 
raided  &  delivered)  that  if  the  frontier  Regts.  of  Albany  Tryon* 
Charlotte  Counties  will  agree  in  the  first  Instance  to  raise  their 
proportion  of  the  men,  that  will  be  necessary  for  compleating 
the  continental  Battalions,  those  men  shall  be  constantly  sta 
tioned    on  their  Frontiers  &  their  Regts.  be  exempted    from 
Drafts  or  Detachm'ts,  under  the  late  I^aw,  for  filling  up  th** 
cont'l  Battalions  and  I  should  be  willing  (upon  these  Terms)  tbt* 
pres't  Levies  to  n*inforee  the  aniij  iKMUg  compleat,  to  extend 
such   Exemption   to  Genl.  Ten   Broe<k'«  whole  Brigade.    This 
would  give  an  additional  force  to  the  frontier  Servirt*  of  at  least 
400  men,  without  imposing  any  thing  more  than  an  equal  shan* 
of  the  common  burthen  on  the  Brigad<»  &  other  Regts.  concemt^d. 
A  similar  propoHuI  has  been  made  to  t.'antine  &  Snyder's  Rt^t. 
of   Ulster  County;   they  (hearfully  came  into   the  measure  & 
olasscHl  their  nnn,  instead  of  15,  into  Classes  of  10  men.  &  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  after  delivering  their  full 
(juota  to  nMnfiure  the  army,  they  have  a  compleat  ranging  Com 
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pany  on  their  Frontier,  which  I  trust  will  put  them  in  a  Degree 

of  Security,  &  I  would  hope  that  your  People  would  not  be 

backw'd  in  a  measure  so  evidently  calculated  for  their  ease  & 

security.     If  they  should,  they  must  expect  to  be  subject  to  the 

above  Detachm'ts  or  drafts;  for  the  Levies  must  be  kept  com- 

pleat  at  all  Events. 

From  the  manner  in  which  you  have  stated  the  great  diflfer- 

ence  you  found  (on  your  arrival)  in  your  Inhabitants,  an  Esopus 

man  would  conclude  they  were  growing  worse;  I  however,  am 

willing  to  suppose  the  contrary,  &  shall  be  peculiarly  happy  if 

their  future  Conduct  convinces  me  that  my  Interpretation  is  the 

true  one.     Mrs.  Clinton  after  waiting  till  the  alarm  below  &  the 

great  hurry  of  Business  was  over,  very  decently  presented  me 

w'th  a  fine  Girl.     She  joins  me  in  our  best  Respects,  your  lady 

&  the  family,  and  I  remain,  d'r  S'r,  yours  &c. 

G:  Clinton. 
Ab'm  Yates  Jun'r  Esq. 


[No.  3059.] 
Brant  Reported  as  Hamng  Gone  to  Canada. 

Poughkeepsie  July  8th  1780. 
Sir,  I  am  informed  by  Capt.  Case  that  two  Classes  of  your 
Regt.  (at  least  that  Part  of  it  lying  on  the  River)  are  ordered 
on  the  frontiers.  I  may  not  be  apprised  of  the  Intelligence 
which  induced  the  issuing  of  those  orders.  I  am  possessed  of 
no  late  Information  that  renders  it  ne(!essary.  I  would  not, 
however,  venture  to  countermand  your  orders  until  I  had  first 
wrote  to  you  on  the  Subject:  but  considering  how  distressing  it 
is  at  this  Time  to  call  out  the  militia  at  this  season,  &  the  delay 
&  difficulty  it  will  occasion,  in  rais'g  the  Levies  to  reintoTo.^  Wvi 
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army,  I  think  it  ought  not  to  be  done  anleas  in  Cases  of  abio- 

lute  necessity.     Brandt,  who  by  the  former  acc'tB  was  taid  to 

be  coni*^  this  way,  is  (by  acrounts  rec*d  this  morn'g  &  whidil 

believe  may  be  relied  on)  ^one  to  Canada  to  soUicit  assistance. 

I  inclose  you  Copy  of  Genl.  Orders  for  a  Genl.  Court  martiil 

to  try  the  Ik^limiuents  of  the  militia  on  the  late  alarm;  alsot 

Copy  for  Colo.  Xewkerk,  which  I  must  request  you  to  forward 

to  him  as  soon  as  possible.     I  am,  &c. 

Geo:  Clinton. 
Colo.  Johnson. 


[No.  3060.] 
.4  List  of  Persons  ^^  Gone  to  the  Encmy,-^ 

Hanover  July  8th  1780. 
l>'r  S'r,    I  wrote  a  few  lines  by  the  bearer,  William  Mickels. 
U)  Mr.  llarpur  desireinj;  him  to  send  me  a  Coppy  of  the  act  for 
thr  removal  of  Families  <»f  p<»rs<)ns  who  have  J4>inM  tht*  En<*u]V. 
Mr.  Provost  has  oblainVl  a  Fhi^j;:  1  am  told  &  that  John  llciiry 
is  ^^oinj,^  down  by  water;  the  women  that  were  at  Kin«;stoii  wiih 
Watson  with  the  additi(>n  of  Mrs.  Ilardenbrook  &  Mrs.  FoHk-s 
have  been  with   me  several   times  in  order  to  kn<»w   wh«-ii  aiul 
liow  tiny  may  jj;(>,  but  for  want  of  the  aet   1  am  not  able  to  in 
form  them,  and  whether  these  that  have  no  husbands  may  b*- 
permit<Ml  to  <:o.  they  are  drsireoiis  i>f  goinjj:  with  ll^^nry  by  water, 
as  ilhv  have  peiinits  from  <ieneral  Patison.     1  told  th*-  lMai»»r 
tliat  it  nii^lit  be  neressary  to  obtain  leave  from  yon  &  the  Cuin 
mandiii^^  OHierr  in  lln*  lli»:ldnnds  as  the  Flaj]^^'  hail  lK-<*n  prooiinMl 
for  other  piirjMjses.     1  am,  in  hast  your  frieml  X*  liumble  Ser'i 

Art'r  Parks. 

To  Ills  Kxcel.  <ie<»vp*  Clinton. 
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Persons  gone  to  the  Enemy,  John  Hardenbrook,  Yery  Taase, 

Charles  Ackerman,  James  Hadden,  &  Jno.  Harris,  beside  the 

above  Mrs.  Forbes,  &  Hannah  Bud.    I  wish  they  were  all  gone 

from  among  us. 

(Granted.) 


[No.  3061.] 
A  Reqii€9t  for  Dr.  Punderson^s  Exchange. 

Fairfield  July  8th  1780. 
Sir,  The  bearer,  Doe'r  Cyrus  Punderson,  is  now  a  prisoner  of 
war  &  is  very  desirous  to  be  exchanged  as  soon  as  your  Excel- 
lency can  attend  to  it.  He  is  a  brother  in  law  of  mine  &  a  very 
inoffensive  man,  &  I  believe  has  never  been  any  ways  active 
against  this  country  since  the  war.  His  family  is  in  but  an  ill 
situation  to  live  when  he  is  absent.  His  wife,  almost  the  whole 
of  her  time,  unable  to  take  the  necessary  care  of  a  number  of 
Children  without  him.  If  your  Excell'y  can  permit  DoctV  Pun- 
derson's  exchange  to  take  place  soon,  or  to  return  home  upon 
parole  it  will  be  relieving  his  family  &  be  gratefully  acknowl- 
edged by  your  Excellency's  most  Obt.  Humble  Servant 

Heathcote  Muirson. 
His  Excly.  Gov-r  Clinton. 


[No.  3002.] 
Tico  Thousand  Dollars  Each  Adranced  to  Two  RecruUinff  Officers. 

Poukeepsie  9th  July  1780. 
Dear  Sir,    Capt.  Norton  of  the  4th,  &  Lieut.  Colbreath  of  the 
3d  New  York  Batallion  of  Continental  Troops,  are  ordered  on 
Becmiting  Services  among  the  Levies  ataUoiie^  ow  Vftfc  ^^w:^- 
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tiers  of  Albany  Tryoa  ^  i'harlotte  Oouaties.  Thej  ar»;  nftprlT 
destitute  of  Cash  even  to  bear  their  own  private  Exppn**A  ui 
without  a  little  Money  il  will  bt^  mipo«(t«ible  lfot\  tlipm  to  pro- 
ceed on  this  important  [tiji^^^ion]  with  the  leaMt  probabiHilj  »! 
success.  I  have,  there fc»re,  ta  refiiiefit  that  you  will  adraKi* 
them  each  two  thousand  !>i»nari$;  if  it  in  not  in  the  Treftmrj 
borrow  it  on  my  private  account  I  ^'Xpect  tjuaker  assesiiu'rt 
in  daily,  out  of  which  1  shall  be  abh>  to'  replace  it.  I  am^  D> 
Sir,  with  great  Regard  your  mo&t  Ohed't  Senr't  O.  C 

To  Qerard  Bancker,  Esqr.  Treasurer  of  the  Ptate  of  Kew  Yart 


D'r  Sir,  Capt.  Norton  of  tliu  ith  &  Lieut,  Colbreadtli  of  tbe 

3d  New  York  Begts.  are  onhTetJ  on  Recruiting  service  attiotig  il>^^ 

Levies  stationed  on  the  Frou tiers  of  Albany  Tryon  &  CtKirlutt*^^ 

Counties  &  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  afford  theni  every 

necessary  aid  &  assistance.    They  may  have  occasion  each  of 

them  for  a  public  Horse  &  make  Drafts  for  small  Quantities  of 

Liquor  which  I  begg  may  not  [be]  refused  them.     I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
Colo.  Van  Schaick.  ' 


[No.  3063.] 
Improved  Measures  for  Feeding  the  Troops. 

Pokeepsie  10th  July  1780. 
Dear  Sir,    I  have  communicated  to  a  Committee  of  the  Legi^ 
lature  appointed  to  devise  Means  for  facilitating  Supplies  f<>' 
the  Army  the  Embarassments  &  Difficulties  you  experience  '^ 
the  Execution  of  your  Office  and  I  have  every  Reason  to  belief* 
Measures  will  be  adopted  to  teiidei!  your  future  Endeavours  t<> 
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feed  the  Army  more  eflfeetual.  It  is  informally  mentioned  to 
me  that  it  is  in  Contemplation  to  advise  the  Person  administring 
the  Government,  to  issue  Warrants  of  Impress  for  seizing  all 
the  Fatt  Cattle  in  your  (bounty  above  what  shall  be  sufficient 
for  the  use  of  its  Inhabitants;  and,  presuming  this  may  l>e  the 
Case,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  by  every  means  in  your 
Power  endeavour  to  discover  the  Number  &  Owiiers  of  such  as 
are  intended  for  sale  (as  these  will  be  the  Objects  of  the  Impress) 
&  re|K)rt  the  same  to  me  with  the  least  possible  Delay.  I  am 
fiensible  of  the  Difficulties  that  will  attend  such  Discovery,  but 
by  employing  secret  Agents  to  treat  with  such  as  you  suspect 
have  Cattle  for  Sale,  under  an  Idea  of  dealing  in  Specie  you  may 
promote  the  Business  &  on  this  Occassion  it  will  be  justifiable. 
You  will  readilly  pei^ceive  that  Secrecy  &  adress  will  be  ossen- 
tialy  necessary.  The  Pay  &  Expences  of  the  Persons  employed 
for  this  Service  are  to  be  charged  with  your  other  Contingencies. 
I  am  &c.  [G.  C] 

[To  Capt.  Townsend.] 


[No.  3064.] 
T1i€  Enemy  Unwilling  to  Exchange  Prisoners, 

Westchester  County  10th  July  1780. 
Sir,  The  Letters  your  Excellency  dispatched  to  the  several 
Officers  of  the  Levies  in  Westchester,  I  last  evening  received  of 
Mr.  Barclay,  and  the  circuit  I  shall  this  day  take,  will  afford  me 
an  opportunity  of  delivering  some  and  safely  conveying  othiTS 
of  them.  Capt.  Sackett  and  his  Company  have  lately  distin- 
guished themselves  upon  the  Lines,  in  the  retaking  of  about  two 
hundred  head  of  Catth*  and  Horsc^s,  whi<!h  near  two  \\vi\vv\vviv\  ^^ 
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the  Enemy  consiHting  of  Horse  and  foot,  had  taken  and  wen 
<1riving  down;  a  Capt.  Khenezer  Shield  and  one  other  of  the 
Kiieiiiy  formerly  of  WestcheHter,  were  killed,  8aokett  lost  none. 
It  is  with  ]miii  I  a<-riiiJiint  your  Exeellenej  that  above  thirtj 
of  the  mo8t  valuahh*  militia  of  thiH  County  are  now  prisoner! 
with  the  Enemy,  and  two  of  them  have  lately  ditnl  in  confine 
ment,  yet  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  relieve  them  as  I  have  not 
a  siiftieient  number  of  the  Enemy;  and  the  few  under  my  dirvc 
tion  have  been  a  long  while  proposed  iu  exrhaiigi-,  ImiI  tbe 
Enemy  diseover  a  barkwardness,  seemingly  for  thi*  sake  of  nmr 
deling  ours  by  inches;  1  shall  give  all  possible  attention  to  this 
business  and  endt*avour  to  relieve  our  people  from  their  rap 
tivity  as  speedily  as  shall  lie  in  my  power.  1  am,  res]M-e!fullv, 
your  Ex«elleney's  most  obedi(*nt  &  very  H'ble  Serv't 

Philip  Pell,  Juu. 

(To  c.  <:.] 


KM)  OF   VOLIME  V. 


